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Q1. Consider the following statements regarding AI Squa:ng: 

1. AI Squa*ng is a cybera4ack technique that exploits the predictable hallucina=ons generated 
by Ar=ficial Intelligence models.  

2. The primary objec=ve of AI Squa*ng is to manipulate the system prompts of Large Language 
Models (LLMs).  

Which of the statements given above is/are incorrect? 

A. 1 only 
B. 2 only 
C. Both 1 and 2 
D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

ExplanaBon 

Statement 1 is correct: 
AI Squa*ng is an emerging cybera4ack technique that exploits the predictable hallucina=ons of 
Large Language Models (LLMs). AI systems may repeatedly generate non-existent domains, soPware 
packages, repositories, or APIs. Cybercriminals register these hallucinated digital assets and host 
malware or phishing content on them. When users or autonomous AI agents access these fabricated 
resources, systems can be compromised. Thus, AI Squa*ng exploits the sta=s=cal behaviour of AI 
models rather than soPware vulnerabili=es. 

Statement 2 is incorrect: 
AI Squa*ng does not seek to manipulate an AI model's system prompt. That a4ack vector is known 
as prompt injecBon, where malicious instruc=ons are inserted into prompts or retrieved content to 
alter an AI model's behaviour. AI Squa*ng instead exploits AI-generated hallucinated outputs, such 
as fake domains or package names. 

 

Q2. With reference to the White Rabbit Technology DemonstraBon Network, consider the 
following statements: 

1. It is India's first high-precision, Ethernet-based =me distribu=on network.  

2. The network depends on foreign GPS systems for calibra=ng its atomic clocks.  

3. The project was implemented under the Ministry of Electronics and Informa=on Technology.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 
B. 2 and 3 only 
C. 1 and 3 only 
D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: A 

ExplanaBon 
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Statement 1 is correct: 
The White Rabbit Technology Demonstra=on Network is India's first high-precision Ethernet-based 
=me dissemina=on facility established under the 'One NaBon, One Time' ini=a=ve. It distributes 
Indian Standard Time (IST) with sub-nanosecond accuracy, benefi=ng sectors such as banking, 
telecommunica=ons, defence, and power transmission. 

Statement 2 is incorrect: 
The ini=a=ve has been developed specifically to reduce India's dependence on foreign GPS-based 
=ming systems. It disseminates IST generated from indigenous reference standards instead of relying 
on foreign GPS frameworks. 

Statement 3 is incorrect: 
The project was led by the Legal Metrology Division under the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, in 
collabora=on with the Na=onal Physical Laboratory (NPL), ISRO, BSNL, and SEBI, and not under the 
Ministry of Electronics and Informa=on Technology. 

 

Q3. Consider the following statements regarding the Falkland Islands (Islas Malvinas): 

1. The Falkland Islands are an internally self-governing Bri=sh Overseas Territory situated in the 
South Atlan=c Ocean.  

2. The islands are located west of the Strait of Magellan near the Chilean coastline.  

3. Stanley is the capital and largest se4lement of the archipelago.  

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

A. 1 and 2 only 
B. 2 and 3 only 
C. 1 and 3 only 
D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: C 

ExplanaBon 

Statement 1 is correct: 
The Falkland Islands are an internally self-governing Bri=sh Overseas Territory. While the United 
Kingdom manages defence and foreign affairs, the islands possess their own elected government. 
Argen=na con=nues to claim sovereignty over the islands. 

Statement 2 is incorrect: 
The Falkland Islands lie approximately 500 km east of the Patagonian coast of Argen=na and east of 
the Strait of Magellan. They are not situated west of the strait or near the Chilean coastline. 

Statement 3 is correct: 
Stanley, located on East Falkland Island, serves as the capital, administra=ve centre, commercial hub, 
and largest se4lement of the archipelago. 
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Q4. Consider the following statements regarding the newly idenBfied monkey species Colobus 
congoensis: 

1. The species exhibits an evolu=onary reduc=on or virtual absence of thumbs.  

2. It is primarily a terrestrial primate that spends most of its life on the forest floor.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 
B. 2 only 
C. Both 1 and 2 
D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 

ExplanaBon 

Statement 1 is correct: 
Colobus congoensis belongs to the colobus monkey group, whose members are dis=nguished by an 
evolu=onary reduc=on or near absence of thumbs. This adapta=on enhances movement through the 
forest canopy. 

Statement 2 is incorrect: 
The species is predominantly arboreal, inhabi=ng dense tropical forests and spending most of its 
=me in the upper canopy for feeding, res=ng, and movement. It is not a terrestrial primate. 

 

Q5. Match the following cyber threats with their primary operaBonal targets: 

Column I (Cyber Threat) Column II (Primary OperaBonal Target) 

1. Phantom Squa*ng A. AI-generated fake soPware libraries recommended by coding assistants 

2. HalluSqua*ng B. System memory architectures vulnerable to prompt injec=on 

 C. Hallucinated website domains generated by conversa=onal AI tools 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

A. 1–A and 2–B 
B. 1–C and 2–A 
C. 1–C and 2–B 
D. 1–B and 2–A 

Answer: B 

ExplanaBon 

1. Phantom Squa:ng → C. Hallucinated website domains generated by conversaBonal AI tools 
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Phantom Squa*ng occurs when a4ackers register website domains that AI chatbots frequently 
hallucinate. Users or autonomous AI agents a4emp=ng to access these fabricated domains may be 
redirected to a4acker-controlled websites hos=ng malware, phishing pages, or fraudulent content. 

2. HalluSqua:ng → A. AI-generated fake so^ware libraries recommended by coding assistants 

HalluSqua*ng targets AI-powered coding assistants that hallucinate non-existent soPware packages 
or libraries. A4ackers publish malicious packages under these fabricated names, increasing the risk of 
soPware supply-chain a4acks when developers unknowingly install them. 

OpBon B is incorrect: 
Neither Phantom Squa*ng nor HalluSqua*ng primarily targets system memory architectures or 
relies on prompt injec=on a4acks. Those are dis=nct cybersecurity concepts. 

 

Q6. With reference to the insBtuBonal framework under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 
(IBC), consider the following pairs: 

InsBtuBonal Component Primary Statutory/OperaBonal FuncBon 

1. Insolvency and Bankruptcy 
Board of India (IBBI) 

Regulates and supervises Informa=on U=li=es and Insolvency 
Professionals. 

2. Informa=on U=li=es (IUs) 
Maintain centralized digital records of financial informa=on and 
authen=cate evidence of debt and default. 

3. Commi4ee of Creditors (CoC) 
Frames na=onal legisla=ve guidelines for debt recovery and 
insolvency resolu=on. 

How many of the pairs given above are correctly matched? 

A. Only one pair 
B. Only two pairs 
C. All three pairs 
D. None of the pairs 

Answer: B 

ExplanaBon 

Pair 1 is correctly matched: 
The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) is the apex statutory regulator established under 
the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code. It oversees Insolvency Professional Agencies (IPAs), Insolvency 
Professionals (IPs), and Informa=on U=li=es (IUs). 

Pair 2 is correctly matched: 
Informa=on U=li=es (IUs) are specialized digital repositories that collect, authen=cate, store, and 
disseminate financial informa=on rela=ng to debt, liabili=es, and default. Their authen=cated records 
facilitate quicker admission of insolvency proceedings before adjudica=ng authori=es. 
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Pair 3 is incorrectly matched: 
The Commi4ee of Creditors (CoC) does not formulate na=onal policies or legisla=ve guidelines. It is 
cons=tuted for an individual Corporate Insolvency Resolu=on Process (CIRP) and consists of financial 
creditors who evaluate and approve or reject resolu=on plans for the concerned corporate debtor. 

 

Q7. Consider the following components of the 'Nirbhay Raho' framework: 

1. Nirbhay Netri – Leadership development, legal awareness, and capacity building of Elected 
Women Representa=ves (EWRs) to strengthen gender-responsive governance.  

2. Nirbhay Chetna – Installa=on of network-enabled CCTV surveillance systems at vulnerable 
loca=ons within Gram Panchayats.  

3. Nirbhay DrishB – Gender sensi=za=on programmes for Male Elected Representa=ves to 
address patriarchal a*tudes within local governance.  

Which of the components given above is/are correctly matched? 

A. 1 only 
B. 1 and 2 only 
C. 2 and 3 only 
D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: A 

ExplanaBon 

The 'Nirbhay Raho' framework is a gender-responsive governance ini=a=ve launched by the Ministry 
of Panchaya= Raj under the Nirbhaya Fund, in collabora=on with the Ministry of Women and Child 
Development and the Na=onal Law School of India University (NLSIU), Bengaluru. 

Component 1 is correctly matched: 
Nirbhay Netri focuses on empowering nearly 14.5 lakh Elected Women Representa=ves through 
leadership training, legal literacy, and ins=tu=onal capacity building to enhance women's safety and 
local governance. 

Component 2 is incorrectly matched: 
Nirbhay Chetna is not related to CCTV installa=on. It focuses on sensi=zing approximately 17.5 lakh 
Male Elected Representa=ves to challenge patriarchal a*tudes and promote gender-equitable 
governance. 

Component 3 is incorrectly matched: 
Nirbhay DrishB is the technological component of the ini=a=ve that supports the installa=on of CCTV 
cameras and related safety infrastructure at vulnerable loca=ons within Gram Panchayats. 

 

Q8. Consider the following statements regarding the consBtuBonal posiBon and execuBve powers 
of the Chief Minister of a State: 
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1. The Chief Minister is the nominal execu=ve authority of the State, whereas the Governor 
func=ons as the real execu=ve head.  

2. Under Ar=cle 164 of the Cons=tu=on, the Council of Ministers is collec=vely responsible to 
the State Legisla=ve Assembly, and the resigna=on of the Chief Minister results in the 
dissolu=on of the en=re Council of Ministers.  

3. The advice of the Chief Minister to the Governor regarding the summoning or proroguing of 
the State Legislature is binding in all circumstances without excep=on.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1, 2 and 3 
B. 1 and 3 only 
C. 2 and 3 only 
D. 2 only 

Answer: D 

ExplanaBon 

Statement 1 is incorrect: 
The Governor is the nominal (de jure) execuBve head of the State, while the Chief Minister is the 
real (de facto) execuBve head who exercises actual execu=ve authority through the Council of 
Ministers. 

Statement 2 is correct: 
Ar=cle 164 establishes the principle of collec=ve responsibility of the Council of Ministers to the 
State Legisla=ve Assembly. Since the Chief Minister is the head of the Council, his or her resigna=on 
results in the resigna=on of the en=re Council of Ministers. 

Statement 3 is incorrect: 
Although the Governor generally acts on the advice of the Chief Minister regarding the summoning, 
proroguing, or dissolu=on of the Legisla=ve Assembly, this advice is not binding in every situa=on. In 
excep=onal cons=tu=onal circumstances—such as when the Chief Minister has lost the confidence of 
the House—the Governor may exercise limited discre=onary powers to ensure that the 
cons=tu=onal process is upheld. 

 

Q9. Consider the following statements: 

Statement I: The unilateral enforcement of mari=me blockades on commercial energy exports by a 
country may create diploma=c tensions with neutral trading na=ons. 

Statement II: The United Na=ons Conven=on on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) recognizes the right of 
innocent passage for neutral commercial vessels through interna=onal waters and key mari=me 
straits. 

Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements? 

A. Both Statement I and Statement II are correct, and Statement II is the correct explana=on for 
Statement I. 
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B. Both Statement I and Statement II are correct, but Statement II is not the correct explana=on for 
Statement I. 
C. Statement I is correct, but Statement II is incorrect. 
D. Statement I is incorrect, but Statement II is correct. 

Answer: A 

ExplanaBon 

Statement I is correct: 
The unilateral enforcement of mari=me blockades, such as restric=ons on commercial energy 
exports, can generate diploma=c fric=on with neutral trading countries. Ac=ons targe=ng neutral 
commercial vessels may strain bilateral rela=ons and complicate interna=onal mari=me trade. 

Statement II is correct: 
UNCLOS recognizes the principle of innocent passage and protects the freedom of naviga=on for 
commercial vessels through interna=onal waters and important mari=me straits. 

Statement II correctly explains Statement I: 
Diploma=c disputes arise because unilateral mari=me blockades may conflict with interna=onally 
recognized naviga=on rights guaranteed under UNCLOS, leading to protests from affected trading 
na=ons. 

 

Q10. Consider the following statements regarding the Varya AI Model: 

1. It is India's first indigenous founda=on AI video model developed using machine learning 
dis=lla=on.  

2. The model compresses large AI models into lightweight versions, enabling video genera=on 
in significantly fewer computa=onal steps than conven=onal models.  

3. It incorporates Indian cultural context to accurately represent regional fes=vals, food habits, 
a*re, and tradi=ons.  

Which one of the following conclusions based on the above statements is correct? 

A. There is only one correct statement. 
B. None of the statements are correct. 
C. There are two correct statements, including Statement 3. 
D. All three statements are correct. 

Answer: D 

ExplanaBon 

Statement 1 is correct: 
Varya is India's first indigenous dis=lled AI video genera=on model developed by Avataar and 
unveiled under the Ministry of Electronics and Informa=on Technology (MeitY). 

Statement 2 is correct: 
The model uses machine learning dis=lla=on to compress large founda=on models into lightweight 
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architectures capable of genera=ng high-quality videos in only a few computa=onal steps, 
significantly improving efficiency. 

Statement 3 is correct: 
Varya has been trained on Indian datasets, enabling it to accurately represent regional languages, 
a*re, food habits, fes=vals, and cultural diversity. 

 

Q11. How does an El Niño event typically modify oceanic and atmospheric condiBons over the 
equatorial Pacific Ocean? 

A. It strengthens the easterly trade winds, resul=ng in intense cold-water upwelling along the South 
American coast. 

B. It weakens or reverses the trade winds, allowing warm surface waters to move eastward and 
suppressing coastal upwelling. 

C. It shiPs the main zone of convec=on westward towards Indonesia and lowers global average 
temperatures. 

D. It deepens the thermocline in the western Pacific and strengthens the normal Walker Circula=on. 

Answer: B 

ExplanaBon 

During an El Niño event, the easterly trade winds weaken or reverse, allowing warm surface water to 
migrate eastward across the equatorial Pacific. 

This suppresses the normal upwelling of cold, nutrient-rich water off the coasts of Peru and Ecuador 
by deepening the thermocline in the eastern Pacific. 

The Walker Circula=on weakens, and the main zone of convec=on shiPs eastward into the central 
and eastern Pacific, contribu=ng to temporary increases in global temperatures. 

 

Q12. Consider the following statements regarding Paraquat: 

Statement I: Even small quan==es of ingested Paraquat can cause irreversible cellular damage and 
progressive pulmonary fibrosis. 

Statement II: Administra=on of supplemental oxygen through mechanical ven=la=on reduces lung 
damage in pa=ents suffering from Paraquat poisoning. 

Statement III: Paraquat is a selec=ve contact herbicide that destroys only specific monocotyledonous 
weeds. 

Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements? 

A. Both Statement II and Statement III are correct, and both explain Statement I. 

B. Both Statement II and Statement III are correct, but only one explains Statement I. 

C. Only one of Statements II and III is correct, and it explains Statement I. 
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D. Neither Statement II nor Statement III is correct. 

Answer: D 

ExplanaBon 

Statement I is correct: 
Paraquat is an extremely toxic herbicide. Even small quan==es can cause severe cellular injury, 
pulmonary fibrosis, mul=-organ failure, and death. 

Statement II is incorrect: 
Supplemental oxygen may actually worsen Paraquat poisoning because the herbicide generates 
reac=ve oxygen species. Increased oxygen availability accelerates oxida=ve damage in lung =ssue. 

Statement III is incorrect: 
Paraquat is a non-selecBve contact herbicide, destroying virtually all green plant =ssue upon contact 
rather than targe=ng specific weed groups. 

 

Q13. Consider the following pairs of flagship launch vehicles and their corresponding space 
organizaBons: 

Launch Vehicle Space Agency / NaBon 

1. H3 Rocket European Space Agency (ESA) 

2. Ariane 6 Japan Aerospace Explora=on Agency (JAXA) 

3. LVM3 Indian Space Research Organisa=on (ISRO) 

4. Long March 5 China Na=onal Space Administra=on (CNSA) 

How many of the above pairs are correctly matched? 

A. Only one pair 

B. Only two pairs 

C. Only three pairs 

D. All four pairs 

Answer: B 

ExplanaBon 

Pair 1 is incorrectly matched: 
The H3 Rocket is Japan's flagship launch vehicle developed by JAXA and Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, 
not ESA. 

Pair 2 is incorrectly matched: 
Ariane 6 is Europe's flagship launch vehicle developed under the European Space Agency (ESA), not 
JAXA. 
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Pair 3 is correctly matched: 
LVM3 is ISRO's opera=onal heavy-liP launch vehicle used for commercial launches and deep-space 
missions. 

Pair 4 is correctly matched: 
Long March 5 is China's flagship heavy-liP launch vehicle operated under the China Na=onal Space 
Administra=on (CNSA). 

 

Q14. Consider the following statements: 

Statement I: Genera=ve AI models developed through machine learning dis=lla=on require lower 
computa=onal resources and offer faster processing speeds. 

Statement II: Model dis=lla=on compresses a large founda=on model into a lightweight version 
capable of producing high-quality outputs using fewer computa=onal steps. 

Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements? 

A. Both Statement I and Statement II are correct, and Statement II is the correct explana=on for 
Statement I. 

B. Both Statement I and Statement II are correct, but Statement II is not the correct explana=on for 
Statement I. 

C. Statement I is correct, but Statement II is incorrect. 

D. Statement I is incorrect, but Statement II is correct. 

Answer: A 

ExplanaBon 

Statement I is correct: 
Dis=lled AI models significantly reduce computa=onal costs while improving inference speed, making 
advanced AI applica=ons more affordable and efficient. 

Statement II is correct: 
Machine learning dis=lla=on transfers knowledge from a large founda=on model into a smaller, 
op=mized model that performs similar tasks using substan=ally fewer computa=onal steps. 

Statement II correctly explains Statement I: 
The reduced model size and computa=onal complexity achieved through dis=lla=on directly result in 
faster processing speeds and lower compu=ng costs. 

 

Q15. Consider the following statements regarding normal climaBc condiBons over the equatorial 
Pacific Ocean: 

1. Strong westerly winds con=nuously push warm surface waters towards South America.  

2. The coastal waters of Peru and Ecuador experience persistent downwelling that suppresses 
cold-water upwelling.  

http://www.iasmania.com/ias-mania-daily-mcqs


Daily MCQs for UPSC – 20th July 2026 

www.iasmania.com/ias-mania-daily-mcqs 
 

3. Under normal Walker Circula=on, air rises over South America and descends over Indonesia.  

Which one of the following conclusions based on the above statements is correct? 

A. All three statements are correct. 

B. None of the statements are correct. 

C. There are two correct statements, including Statement 3. 

D. Only one statement is correct. 

Answer: B 

ExplanaBon 

Statement 1 is incorrect: 
Under normal condi=ons, strong easterly trade winds blow from east to west, pushing warm surface 
waters towards the western Pacific. 

Statement 2 is incorrect: 
The eastern Pacific experiences upwelling, not downwelling, bringing cold, nutrient-rich water to the 
surface. 

Statement 3 is incorrect: 
The normal Walker Circula=on features rising air over the warm western Pacific near Indonesia and 
sinking air over the cooler eastern Pacific near South America. 

 

Q16. With reference to the technologies employed in Airborne Early Warning and Control 
(AEW&C) systems such as Netra, consider the following statements: 

1. The plaporm integrates Electronic Support Measures (ESM) and Communica=on Support 
Measures (CSM) to detect and map hos=le radar and communica=on networks.  

2. The system relies en=rely on manual voice communica=on for transmi*ng target 
informa=on and does not employ automated data links.  

3. The aircraP is equipped with an integrated electronic warfare suite capable of countering 
incoming missile threats.  

Which one of the following conclusions based on the above statements is correct? 

A. All three statements are correct. 

B. None of the statements are correct. 

C. There are two correct statements, including Statement 3. 

D. Only one statement is correct. 

Answer: C 

ExplanaBon 
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Statement 1 is correct: 
Netra integrates Electronic Support Measures (ESM) and Communica=on Support Measures (CSM) to 
intercept, iden=fy, and map enemy radar systems and communica=on networks. 

Statement 2 is incorrect: 
The plaporm operates through secure, automated, jam-resistant data links that transmit real-=me 
target informa=on to aircraP and ground command centres. It does not depend solely on manual 
voice communica=on. 

Statement 3 is correct: 
Netra is equipped with a self-protec=on electronic warfare suite capable of detec=ng and countering 
hos=le missile threats, thereby improving aircraP survivability. 
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