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Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries

INDIA’S TEA TALES

Context:
India has taken several steps to boost the output, create a niche brand for Indian tea and ensure the welfare of the
families associated with the tea industry.

e Indian tea exports are expected to achieve more than 95% of its target of about US $ 900 million.

Tea in India

Tea is a popular beverage made from the Camellia sinensis plant and is the second most
About consumed drink in the world.

Tea is believed to have originated in northeast India, north Myanmar, and southwest
Origin China, with evidence of consumption in China over 5,000 years ago.

Tea requires a hot and humid climate, temperatures of 20°-30°C, and 150-300 cm of
well-distributed annual rainfall. It grows well in slightly acidic soil with porous subsoil in
Growth Conditions  the hill ranges.

Tea consumption can promote health and wellness due to its anti-inflammatory, antiox-
Health Benefits idant, and weight-loss effects.

International Tea Itis observed on May 21st every year and was designated by the United Nations General
Day Assembly in December 2019.

India is the second-largest producer of tea globally (largest black tea producer), with the
majority of its annual tea production coming from Assam and West Bengal. The southern
Production part of India also produces tea.

India is among the world’s top tea-consuming countries, with 80% of its production con-
Consumption sumed domestically.
India is 4" largest tea exporter globally and exports to over 25 countries. The majority of
tea exported is black tea, with Darjeeling, Assam, and Nilgiri tea being among the finest
Export in the world.
Geographical Indica-
tion (GI) Tag Darjeeling tea, known as the “Champagne of teas,” was the first Gl tag product.
The Tea Board of India (a statutory body under the Ministry of Commerce) is responsible
for developing and promoting the tea industry in India.
e HQ: Kolkata, formed in 1953
Regulator e Foreign Offices: Dubai and Moscow

Indian tea Industry is employing 1.16 million workers directly and an equal number of
Employment people are associated with it indirectly

www.insightsonindia.com
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Initiatives by the Tea Board of India:

e Promotion for packaged Tea of Indian origin:
Financial reimbursement - up to 25% of the cost
is given.

e Subsidies for Domestic Exporters to participate
in International Fairs and Exhibitions.

e Tea Development and Promotion Scheme
(2021-26): To enhance the productivity and
quality of production in India through— Plan-
tation development of small tea farmers; Sup-
porting the tea producers and traders in market
promotion activities; Worker’s welfare; Online
Licensing System; Chai Sahyog Mobile App

e Formation of Self Help Groups (SHG), Farmer
Producer Organisations (FPO) and Farmer Pro-
ducer Companies (FPCs).

e The assistance of education stipend to the
wards of Small Tea Growers

Conclusion:
You can write the keyword “AROMA” for Tea promotion:

‘AROMA’

e A= Assistance to small growers

e R= Re-energise to create infrastructure and
augment exports and focus on high-value mar-
kets

e O= Organic: Promote organic and Gl tea

e M= Modernisation: Strengthen local supply
chains.

e A= Adaptability: Make tea plantations meet
the challenges of climate change.

Insta Links:
Mind map: Tea Industry in India

Mains Links:

Q. Tea industry is facing a number of problems resulting
in low production of tea and tea leaves. Examine. (250
Words)

Prelims Links

Q. With reference to the “Tea Board” in India, con-

sider the following statements: (UPSC 2022)

1. The Tea Board is a statutory body.

2. Itis a regulatory body attached to the Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare.

3. The Tea Board’s Head Office is situated in Benga-
luru.

4. The Board has overseas offices in Dubai and Mos-
cow.

Which of the statements given above are correct?
(a)1and 3
(b) 2and 4
(c)3and 4
(d)1and 4

Ans: D

Q. Consider the following States: (UPSC 2022)
1. Andhra Pradesh

2. Kerala
3. Himachal Pradesh
4. Tripura

How many of the above are generally known as
tea-producing States?

(a) Only one State

(b) Only two States

(c) Only three States

(d) All four States

Ans: C

According to the Tea Board of India Annual Report
2019-2020, generally known tea producing States are
Assam, Tripura, West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
and Himachal Pradesh.

Geophysical phenomena

HEAT WAVES- WHAT ARE THEY
AND WHY DO THEY HAPPEN?

Direction:
This article is in continuation of our previous article on
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heat waves in northern India.

Context:

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) warned
that the maximum temperatures over northwest,
west, and central India would be 3-5° C higher than the
long-term average.

What is heat wave?

e According to the IMD, a region has a heat wave
if its ambient temperature deviates by at least
4.5-6.4° C from the long-term average.

e There is also a heat wave if the maximum tem-
perature crosses 45° C (or 37° C at a hill-sta-
tion).

Origin of Heat Wave in India:

A study published in Nature Geoscience offers some
clues as to how different processes contribute to the
formation of a heat wave.

e In spring, India typically has air flowing in from
the west-northwest. The Middle East is warm-
ing faster than other regions in latitudes similar-
ly close to the equator, and serves as a source of
the warm air that blows into India.

e Air flowing in from the northwest rolls in over
the mountains of Afghanistan and Pakistan, so
some of the compression also happens on the
leeward side of these mountains, entering India
with a bristling warmth.

e Theair flowing in over the oceans is expected to
bring cooler air, but the Arabian Sea is warming
faster than most other ocean regions.

e The strong upper atmospheric westerly winds
that come in from the Atlantic Ocean over to In-
dia during spring control the near-surface winds.
The energy to run past the earth near the sur-
face, against the surface friction, can only come
from above. This descending air compresses
and warms up to generate some heat waves.

e Global warming tends to warm the upper atmo-
sphere faster than the air near the surface. This
in turn means that the sinking air is warmer
due to global warming, and thus produces heat
waves as it sinks and compresses.
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4 . HEATWAVE
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What causes a heatwave?
Heatwaves are generally the result of trapped air,
They occur when a system of high atmospheric pressure
moves into an area and lasts two ormore days
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Heat waves form when
high pressure aloft
(3.000-7.600 metres)
strengthens ancd remains
over a region for several
days up to several
weeks

This force
P revenls air near
the ground from

High-pressure
i systems force air
downward
rising

The sinking air
acts like acap. It
traps warm ground

air in place

EARTH’S WICKEDLY HOT INNER-
MOST REALM

Context:

An intensive study of Earth’s deep interior, based on
the behaviour of seismic waves from large earthquakes,
confirmed the existence of a distinct structure inside
our planet’s inner core - a hot innermost solid ball of
iron and nickel about 800 miles (1,350 km) wide.

Layers of the Earth:

e The planet’s internal structure comprises four
layers: a rocky crust on the outside, a rocky
mantle, an outer core made of magma, and a
solid inner core.

e The inner core’s outer shell and its newly con-
firmed innermost sphere both are hot enough
to be molten but are a solid iron-nickel alloy
because the incredible pressure at the centre
of the Earth renders it a solid state.

e Theinner core is slowly growing at the expense
of the outer core by solidifying molten materi-
als as Earth gradually cools.

www.insightsonindia.com
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Earth’s
Layers

Exosphere
Thermosphere
Mesosphere
Stratosphere
Troposphere
Lithosphere
Asthenosphere

Crust 0-100km

Related News:

New studies reveal insights about Earth’s mysterious
mantle

Context: According to a new study, the mantle — a
2,900 km thick layer of solid rock sandwiched be-
tween the Earth’s upper crust and lower core — has
been hiding two layers.

e One is the “low viscosity” zone in the upper
mantle.

e Theother layer is the low-velocity zone, which
is also a part of the upper mantle.

Significance of this layer:

e Affects how Earth transports heat and mixes
materials between the crust, core, and mantle
over time.

e The mantle’s viscous properties govern con-
vection — the transfer of heat between areas
of different temperatures, enabling plate tec-
tonics.

e The viscosity of the rocks in the transition zone
between the upper and the lower mantle de-
termines whether a plate sinks below anoth-
er one (subduction) through it.

Insta Links:

e |nterior Structure of the Earth
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Issues and challenges pertaining to the federal struc-
ture

5 YRS AFTER PUNCHHI PANEL
WORK ‘COMPLETED’, CENTRE SET
TO INVITE STATE VIEWS AGAIN

Context:

Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has decided to
start the process of seeking the states’ comments on
the issue afresh.

What is Punchhi Commission Report?

The Punchhi Commission was constituted in 2007 un-
der the chairmanship of former Chief Justice of India
Madan Mohan Punchhi. In 2010, the Commission sub-
mitted its report to the Centre in seven volumes.

e Deliberation on the report was carried out by
Inter-State Council (ISC’s) Standing Committee
in 2017 and 2018.

e However, the report is yet to be implemented
and the government has said that it will seek
the state’s view on the report again.

The objective of the commission: To examine and re-
view the operation of the current agreements between
the Union and States.

Major recommendations of the Commission:

Commission Recommendation

e Efficient inclusion of States
in the formulation of final
terms of the contract

e Review of current cesses
and surcharges to reduce
contribution to gross tax in-
come

e Turn Finance Commission
Division into a full-fledged
department

On Finance Commis-
sion

E www.insightsonindia.com
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Commission

On Governor

On Articles 355 and

356

On Communal Vio-

lence

On Concurrent

List

On Internal Security

On pocket veto

On centres’
matic power

diplo-
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Recommendation

Governor to be from out-
side the State and not in-
volved in regional politics
Governor to be nominated
after consulting with Chief
Minister

Establishment of a commit-
tee for selecting governors
Repeal of the Constitution’s
Doctrine of Pleasure
Guaranteed tenure of Gov-
ernor with a fair chance to
object to removal
Impeachment of Governor
by state legislature

Changes to Articles 355 and
356 of the Constitution to
limit misuse of authority by
the centre

Communal Violence Bill
amendment to allow tem-
porary deployment of forc-
es in State without State’s
permission

Consultation with States
through inter-state council
before laws are filed on con-
current list issues

Development of National In-
tegration Council for issues
involving internal security

Clause mandating notice to
the State within six months
of the President’s decision
to use pocket veto power

Restriction of the union’s
ability to negotiate treaties
to those involving subjects
on the State list

Commission Recommendation

Principles for selecting Chief
Minister (number-wise pri-
ority):

1. Broadest support in Legisla-
tive Assembly

2.Head of the party with an
absolute majority

3. A coalition of parties estab-
lished before elections

4. Largest single party with the
backing of other parties

5. A post-election coalition of
parties with members form-
ing a government and oth-
ers supporting from outside

On Selection of Chief
Ministers

Conclusion:

Although some of the ideas of the commission have
been put into practice, such as having the governor
come from outside the state, there is a need for further
deliberations and give concrete forms of useful recom-
mendations as per current needs.

Insta Links:

For Sarkaria Commission Recommendations and ARC
Recommendations: Click here: Recommendations on
Centre-state relation

Mains Links:

Q. Discuss how the recommendations of the Punchhi
Commission, if implemented, would ensure smoother
Centre-State relations in the context of the governor’s
jurisdiction. (250 words).

Constitutional Bodies.

APPOINTMENT OF CEC AND ECS:
WHAT HAS THE SUPREME COURT
ORDER CHANGED?

Context:

A five-judge Constitution Bench of the SC unanimously
ruled that a high-power committee consisting of the
PM, the Leader of Opposition in LS and the CJI must
pick the CEC and ECs.

www.insightsonindia.com H
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How are the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) and
Election Commissioners (ECs) currently appointed?

Articles related to Elections

324

Superintendence, direction and control
of elections to be vested in an Election
Commission.

325

No person to be ineligible for inclusion
in, or to claim to be included in a special,
electoral roll on grounds of religion, race,
caste or sex.

326

Elections to the House of the People and
to the Legislative Assemblies of States
to be on the basis of adult suffrage.

327

Power of Parliament to make
provision with respect to elections to
Legislatures.

328

Power of Legislature of a State to make
provision with respect to elections to
such Legislature.

329

Bar to interference by courts in electoral
matters.

The Election Commission (Conditions of Ser-
vice of ECs and Transaction of Business) Act

1991.:

An amendment to the above act (in 1993) made
the CEC and the ECs equal by giving all three the
status of an SC judge, retiring at the age of 65
years/after 6 years (whichever is earlier).

This means, all three Commissioners now had
equal decision-making powers, as both would
act unanimously and in case of difference of
opinion, the majority view would prevail.

Powers of the Election Commission: as envisaged in the

Constitution, by the Supreme Court of India & the Par-
liament

www.insightsonindia.com

Babasaheb Ambedkar: The whole election ma-
chinery should be in the hands of a Central Elec-
tion Commission.
= He further acknowledges that there is
nothing in the Constitution to prevent
the nomination of an ineligible person
to the position of CEC or another EC.

Parliament subsequently enacted the RPA 1950
and 1951: To define and enlarge the powers of
the Commission.

The SC (in 1977): The words ‘superintendence,
direction and control’ as well as ‘conduct of all

elections’ are the broadest terms, not defined
by the Constitution.

Reputation of the ECI & the need for reforms

The Commission has earned public trust by
working as an independent and neutral author-
ity.

This achievement has been made possible as
the Commission enjoyed autonomy and its
functioning insulated from the interference of
the executive and judiciary.

However, there were growing concerns on that
front. For example, the top court noted that the
appointment of Arun Goel as EC had been car-
ried out with “lightning speed”.

Recommendations to reform the system:

Ambedkar noted that the provisions in the
American Constitution: check (through the Sen-
ate) upon the extravagance of the President in
making such appointments.

The 2nd ARC in 2007 recommended that a col-
legium headed by the PM be formed to make
recommendations to the President regarding
appointments of the CEC and ECs.

SC’s observations during its recent verdict:

The judgment has brought the appointment
process on par with that of the CBI Director.

A CEC (like SC judges) can be removed from
office only by way of a parliamentary process.
However, no such protection of tenure is avail-
able to the ECs (removed by the President if CEC
recommends).

A person weak-kneed before the powerful (ex-
ecutive) cannot be appointed as an EC.

Fierce independence, neutrality and honesty
envisaged in the institution require an end to
government monopoly and “exclusive control”
over appointments.

Conclusion:

The judgment recognises the fine distinction
between conventional democracy (majority
alone matters) and constitutional democracy
(Constitution matters).

The judgment revives the era of judicial activ-
ism, ensuring a more independent Election
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Commission.

Insta Links:
Election Commissioner shouldn’t be a ‘yves-man’: Su-

preme Court

Government policies and interventions

TOWARDS TRANSPARENCY IN
OTT REGULATION

Context:

Even after two years of issuing the Information Technol-
ogy (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics
Code) Rules there has not been much improvement in
the regulation of OTT platforms.

e India’s approach can be termed as a light-touch
‘co-regulation’ model where there is ‘self-regu-
lation’ at the industry level and final ‘oversight
mechanism’ at the Ministry level.

Issues plaguing OTT regulation:

e Lack of awareness: The Rules mandate the dis-
play of contact details relating to grievance re-
dressal mechanisms and grievance officers on
OTT websites/interface. However, compliance
is very low.

e While the Rules require disclosure of grievance
details by publishers and self-regulating bodies,
the reporting formats only capture the number
of complaints received and decided

e Ambiguity around content regulation

e Jurisdictional issues: Many OTT platforms are
based outside India, which makes it difficult to
enforce regulations and hold them accountable.

e Freedom of expression concerns.

Solutions:

e Mandatory periodic campaigns in print and
electronic media about the grievance redressal
mechanism

e The interpretation of age rating (UA 13+, for ex-
ample) and the content descriptors (‘violence’,
for instance) could be in the respective languag-
es of the video (apart from English).

e Anindependent body may undertake a periodic
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audit.

e The Ministry could consider facilitating a dedi-
cated umbrella website wherein the details of
applicable Rules, content codes, advisories,
contact details for complaints/appeals, etc. are
published.

Examples from other countries:
Singapore

e The Infocomm Media Development Authority
is the common regulator for different media.
Apart from instituting a statutory framework
and promoting industry self-regulation, its ap-
proach to media regulation emphasizes on
promoting media literacy through public edu-
cation.

Insta Links: Govt. to monitor OTT content

FCRA LICENSE OF THINK TANK
CPR SUSPENDED

Context:

The Centre suspended the Foreign Contribution Reg-
ulation Act (FCRA) license of the Centre for Policy
Research (CPR) following prima facie inputs regarding
the violation of funding norms.

About CPR:

e The Government of India recognizes CPR as a
not-for-profit society and contributions to the
Centre are tax-exempt — according to its web-
site.

e CPR receives grants from the Indian Council for
Social Science Research (ICSSR) and is a Depart-
ment of Science and Technology-recognized in-
stitution.

e CPR receives grants from a variety of domestic
and international sources, including founda-
tions, corporate philanthropy, governments,
and multilateral agencies.

What is the FCRA?

e The FCRA was enacted during the Emergency in
1976 amid apprehensions that foreign powers
were interfering in India’s affairs by pumping
money into the country through independent
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organizations.

e The law sought to regulate foreign donations to
individuals and associations.

e Anamended FCRA was enacted in 2010 to “con-

solidate the law” on the utilization of foreign
funds, and “to prohibit” their use for “any ac-
tivities detrimental to the national interest”.

e The law was amended again in 2020, giving the
government tighter control and scrutiny over
the receipt and utilization of foreign funds by

NGOs.
The FCRA Timeline
[ 1076 }- {1984
Originally introduced during the [ % Mandatory for non-profits
imgf N to keep track o?lur:mn * Nosproftts wers allowed to fresly mareqlstn:rvbefor?rel::emm

influence in social, political, economic | g0 e Coert and received every year foreign donations: they

and religious decisions

< 2010 -
The 1976 Act was repealed and replaced by a stricter rnm? Contribution The FCRA
(Regulation) Act, 2010 along with the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Rules, 2011~ Amendment Bill, 2020,
broadly redefined
terms related to
acceptance, transfer
and utilisation of
foreign contributions
under the 2010 Act

+ Key changes introduced: FCRA registration validity, permanent sariier, reduced 1o five
* Dnly 50% foreign contributions could be used for administrative expenses - no such
provision edisted under the 1976 Act

FCRA requires every person or NGO seeking to receive
foreign donations to be

(i) registered under the Act,

(ii) to open a bank account for the receipt of

foreign funds in the State Bank of India, Del-
hi, and
to utilize those funds only for the purpose
for which they have been received and as
stipulated in the Act.
The Act prohibits the receipt of foreign funds by candi-
dates for elections, journalists or newspaper and me-
dia broadcast companies, judges and government ser-
vants, members of the legislature and political parties
or their office-bearers, and organizations of a political
nature.

(i)

How is FCRA registration granted?

e FCRA registrations are granted to individuals or
associations that have definite cultural, eco-
nomic, educational, religious, and social pro-
grammes.

For how long is the approval granted and when is it
suspended? Click on this link

Mains Link:

Examine critically the recent changes in the rules
governing foreign funding of NGOs under the Foreign
Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA), 1976. UPSC 2015

Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the popu-

lation by the Centre and States and the performance
of these schemes;

CLEAN-TECH AS THE NEXT BIG
THING IN RURAL INDIA

Context:
Women from rural India are adopting clean ener-
gy-based livelihood technologies (from solar refriger-
ators to silk-reeling machines) to catalyse their busi-
nesses and transform women’s livelihoods at the
grassroots.

Highlights of a study (by CEEW):

e Out of the 13,000 early adopters of clean tech
livelihood appliances, more than 80% are wom-
en.

e Distributed renewable energy (DRE)-powered
technologies provide an additional advantage to
women farmers by enhancing income opportu-
nities through mechanisation.

e They also free women from several gender-as-
signed manual activities that are laborious.

e By 2030, India is expected to see 30 million
women-owned MSMEs employing around 150
million people.

Challenges in scaling up these accomplish-

ments:
e Novelty and a high starting price of these tech-
nologies

e Perceived as high-risk purchases, especially by
women users

e The relatively lower risk appetite of rural wom-
en due to socioeconomic reasons

e Limited avenues to avail financing
e Lack of established market linkages

e Limited mobility/networks of women outside
their villages

Way ahead - How to scale up this impact?
e Leverage the experience of early women adopt-
ers.

e Organise hyperlocal events and demos - create
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spaces for women to network, and become
aware.

e Enable easy finance to purchase products. Fi-
nanciers should consider the technologies
themselves as collateral while easing the loan
application process.

e Ensure adequate after-sales services and buy-
backs.

e Support backwards and forward market link-
age - finding and connecting producers to con-
sumption hubs in urban areas.

e Collectivising women or establishing business
models that enable them to sell to an interme-
diary can ensure a regular revenue stream.

e Enable policy convergence. Efforts towards pro-
moting livelihoods for women from State rural
livelihood missions, agriculture departments,
etc., must be converged.

e Leveraging the reach of government institu-
tions is imperative.

Best practice: Kissan Dharmbir, an energy-efficient
food processor manufacturer, engaged an Agra-based
micro-entrepreneur using the processor to produce

jams, as a demo champion.

Conclusion:

Similar to how it takes a village to raise a child, a village
of politicians, investors, financiers, and technology pro-
moters, is required to fully realise the potential of rural
women and clean technologies.

Insta Links:
Schemes for women farmers

Mains Links:
Q. Examine the role of the ‘Gig Economy’ in the pro-
cess of empowerment of women in India. (UPSC 2021)

ILO-UNICEF JOINT REPORT ON
SOCIAL PROTECTION FOR CHIL-
DREN

Context:

Only 26.4 per cent (just 1 in 4 children) of children aged
0-15 years are shielded by social protection, leaving the
remaining 73.6 per cent exposed to poverty, exclusion
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and multidimensional deprivations, noted a new Unit-
ed Nations (UN) report titled - More than a billion rea-
sons: The urgent need to build universal social protec-
tion for children.

Need for Social Protection:

e Social protection policies are powerful tools for
alleviating poverty for children and their fami-
lies at risk of falling into poverty and helping all
children deprived of key services.

e Social protection can also shield children from
other major risks, such as child labour and
forced labour.

Key findings of the report:

e 2.4billion Children in this world need adequate
social protection.

e Nearly 1.77 billion children aged 0-18 years lack
access to a child or family cash benefit, a funda-
mental pillar of a social protection system

e Regional disparities

e One billion children live in multidimensional
poverty without access to education, health,
housing, nutrition, sanitation or water.

e Gender disparity

e Children with disabilities or living in a house-
hold with a family member with a disability are
more vulnerable to poverty

Stats on India in the report:

e The report stated that 31 states in India had
implemented the national ‘PM CARES for Chil-
dren’ scheme. So far, only 4,302 children have
received support from the scheme.

Recommendations given to achieve universal social
protection for children:

e Provide a comprehensive range of benefits that
supports children and families through a life-cy-
cle approach.

e Authorities are advised to provide child bene-
fits through national social protection systems
that also connect families to crucial health and
social services, such as free or affordable qual-
ity childcare.

¢ Increase budget allocation for children: Ensure
sustainable and equitable financing of social
protection systems

www.insightsonindia.com
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e Build social protection systems that are rights-
based, inclusive, gender-responsive, informed
by social dialogue and able to effectively re-
spond to multiple shocks and crises, and that
can therefore deliver for children and families.

e Guarantee access to decent work and adequate
employee benefits.

e Ensure that social protection systems are
adapted to developments in the world of work
to enhance economic security for parents, care-
givers and their families.

Conclusion:

Following the above recommendations will help us
achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) of
achieving substantial social protection coverage by
2030.

Insta Links:
ILO: World Social Protection Report 2020-22

Mains Link:

Q. Examine the main provisions of the National Child
Policy and throw light on the status of its implementa-
tion. UPSC 2016

Mechanisms constituted for vulnerable sections.

PROTECTION OFFICERS FOR DO-
MESTIC VIOLENCE CASES

Context:

The SC has sought more information about Mission
Shakti as it is concerned about a persistent lack of pro-
tection officers to handle domestic violence cases.

Background:

e Appointment of protection officers (ideally
women) is mandated under Section 8 of the
Protection of Women from Domestic Violence
Act, 2005.

e These officers have a pivotal role:

= Help victims file complaints,
= Give Information to the police,

= Provide immediate protection and sup-
port,
= |nform victims about their legal rights
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and

= Support them through the court pro-
ceedings.

e \With 4.4 lakh cases pending across the districts,
a protection officer would be saddled with
over 500 cases.

e Even though Mission Shakti provided for the
“one-stop centres”, it is unclear how many of
them employ protection officers.

The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act
2005:

e The law, which is overseen by the Union Minis-
try of Women and Child Development (MWCD),
provides a definition of “domestic violence” for
the first time.

e Domestic violence includes not only physical vi-
olence, but also emotional, verbal, sexual and
psychological abuse.

e ltisacivil law meant primarily for protection or-
ders, rather than criminal enforcement.

Mission Shakti:

e It is an integrated-umbrella scheme of MWCD
aimed at strengthening interventions for wom-
en safety, security, and empowerment during
the 15th Finance Commission period 2021-22 to
2025-26.

e |t has two sub-schemes -

)
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e Under Samarthya, a new component of Gap
Funding for Economic Empowerment has also
been added.

Insta Links:
The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence
Act, 2005

Mains Links:

Q. “Though women in post-Independent India have
excelled in various fields, the social attitude towards
women and the feminist movement has been patri-
archal.” Apart from women education and women
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empowerment schemes, what interventions can help
change this milieu? (UPSC 2021)

IFR REVIEW

Context:

Individual Forest Rights (IFR), without which forest
dwellers stand to be evicted from their native habita-
tions, have been awarded to very few applicants across
the country.

Background:
e The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional
Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights)
Act 2006 (FRA), recognizes the rights of the for-
est-dwelling communities to forest resources.

e The Act encompasses -

* Individual rights: Rights of Self-cultiva-
tion and Habitation

= Community Rights: Grazing, Fishing,
and access to Water bodies in forests,
access to biodiversity, etc.

e |t also provides rights to the allocation of forest
land for developmental purposes to fulfil the
basic infrastructural needs of the community.

* In conjunction with the Land Acquisition Reha-
bilitation and Settlement Act 2013, FRA protects
the tribal population from eviction without re-
habilitation and settlement.

e The Gram Sabha is a highly empowered body
under the Act, enabling the tribal population to
have a decisive say in the determination of local
policies and schemes impacting them.

The procedure for granting the IFR:
e Gram Sabha - sub-divisional-level committee
(SDLC) - district-level committee (DLC)
e The Forest Rights Committee (FRC) is elected
from Gram Sabhas in order to assist a Gram
Sabha in the process of vesting the rights/re-
viewing the decision of the above committees.

e As per the FRA, IFR claims cannot be rejected
because of a lack of documents.

Challenges:
e High rate of IFR claim rejection. According to
the MoTA, almost half the IFR applications that
were previously rejected and sent for review
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were rejected once again.

e In 2019, the SC directed the states to evict
(1,191,273 tribals across 20 states) those FRA
claimants whose IFR claims were rejected.

The SC (in 2019), while staying its eviction or-
der asked states:
e To supply information on the number of rejec-
tions,
e Procedure followed,
e Reasons for rejection and

e If the tribals had been given the chance to pro-
duce evidence before the rejection of claims.

Best practice (MP Govt.'s Van Mitra Portal): To simpli-
fy the process, an online portal called MP Van Mitra
would allow the claimants whose claims had been re-
jected to re-apply for review.

Insta Links:
ST commission holds its ground on the impact of new
Forest (Conservation) Rules on Forest Rights Act

Issues relating to Health

TRENDS IN MATERNAL MORTALI-
TY 2000 TO 2020

Context:

Every day in 2020, approximately 800 women died (a
woman every two minutes) globally from preventable
causes related to pregnancy and childbirth

Background:
e Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 3 (tar-
get 3.1) is to reduce maternal mortality to less
than 70 deaths per 100 000 live births by 2030.

e Thereport has been published by the United Na-
tions Maternal Mortality Estimation Inter-Agen-
cy Group (MMEIG) - comprising WHO, UNICEF,
UNFPA, the WB Group and the UNDESA/Popula-
tion Division has collaborated on a new round of
estimates (2000 to 2020).

e The report presents global, regional, and coun-
try-level estimates and trends for maternal
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mortality (between 2000-2020).
India

e As per the Sample Registration System (SRS)
report by the Registrar General of India (RGI),
the Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR) of India
has reduced from 130 per 100,000 live births in
2014-16 to 113 per 100,000 live births in 2016-
18.

Findings:

e The global MMR in 2020 was estimated at 223
maternal deaths per 100 000 live births, down
from 227 in 2015 and 339 in 2000 - a reduction
of one-third (34.3%) over the full 20-year peri-
od.

e Three countries had more than 10 000 maternal
deaths in 2020:

= |ndia (24 000)
= DR Congo (22 000)
= Ethiopia (10 000)

Maternal mortality ratio (MMR) estimates, by country, 2020

- ?f J

Strategic framework for Ending Preventable
Maternal Mortality (EPMM):

Guiding principles for EPMM

+ Empower women, girls and communities.

» Protect and support the mother-baby dyad.

» Ensure country ownership, leadership and supportive legal, technical and financial frameworks.

+ Apply a human rights framework to ensure that high-quality reproductive, maternal and newborn health care is
available, accessible and acceptable to all who need it.

Cross-cutting actions for EPMM

» Improve metrics, measurement systems and data quality to ensure that all maternal and newborn deaths are
counted.

+ Allocate adequate resources and effective health-care financing.

Five strategic objectives for EPMM
+ Address inequities in access to and quality of sexual, reproductive, maternal and newborn health care.
Ensure universal health coverage for comprehensive sexual, reproductive, maternal and newborn health care.

>
» Address all causes of maternal mortality, reproductive and maternal morbidities, and related disabilities.
+ Strengthen health to respond to the needs and priorities of women and girls.

» Ensure accountability to improve quality of care and equity.

Insta Links:
Maternal death rate declining: report

Mains Links:

Q. In order to enhance the prospects of social devel-
opment, sound and adequate healthcare policies are
needed particularly in the fields of geriatric and ma-
ternal healthcare. Discuss. (UPSC 2020)

MENSTRUAL LEAVE AND ITS
GLOBAL STANDING

Context:

The Supreme Court refused to entertain a PIL about
menstrual leave for workers and students across the
country, calling it a policy matter.

About Menstrual leave/period leave:

e Menstrual leave refers to all policies that allow
employees or students to take time off when
they are experiencing menstrual pain or dis-
comfort. In the context of the workplace, it re-
fers to policies that allow for both paid or un-
paid leave, or time for rest.

Examples from India:
e Zomato in 2020, announced a 10-day paid pe-
riod of leave per year, and Swiggy and Byjus
have also followed suit.

e Among State governments, Bihar and Kerala
are the only ones to introduce menstrual leave
to women.

e The Bihar government, then headed by Lalu
Prasad Yadav, introduced its menstrual leave
policy in 1992, allowing employees two days of
paid menstrual leave every month.

e Kerala announced that the State’s Higher Edu-
cation department grants menstrual and ma-
ternity leaves for students in universities that
function under the department.

Global Examples:
e Spain became the first European country to
grant paid menstrual leave to workers, among a
host of other sexual health rights.

e Japan introduced menstrual leave as part of la-
bour law in 1947 after the idea became popu-
lar with labour unions in the 1920s. At present,
under Article 68, employers cannot ask wom-
en who experience difficult periods to work

www.insightsonindia.com



https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/07/18/insights-into-editorial-maternal-death-rate-declining-report/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/01/24/kerala-announces-menstrual-leave-time-to-talk-period/

WEEKLY CURRENT AFFAIRS MACAZINE

during that time.

¢ Indonesia introduced a policy in 1948, amend-
ed in 2003, saying that workers experiencing
menstrual pain are not obliged to work on the
first two days of their cycle.

e In the Philippines, workers are permitted two
days of menstrual leave a month.

e Taiwan has an Act of Gender Equality in Em-
ployment in place. Under Article 14 of the Act,
employees have the right to request a day off
as period leave every month, at half their reg-
ular wage.

e South Korea takes a slightly different route, al-
lowing for monthly physiologic leave under Ar-
ticle 73 of their labour law, allowing all female
workers to get a day off every month.

e Among the African nations, Zambia introduced
one day of leave a month without needing a
reason or a medical certificate, calling it Moth-
er’s Day.

e Companies across nations, such as Nike and Co-
exist, have introduced menstrual leave as an
internal policy.

Insta Links:
Kerala announces menstrual leave: Time to talk period

Indian Foreign Polic

INDIA SHOULD STICK TO THE
MIDDLE PATH IN THE NEW
WORLD DISORDER

Context:
India should follow a path of multi-engagement and not
multi-alignment.

Background:
e India has consistently resisted international
pressure to criticise Russia and its actions.
e For example, India has once again abstained
from voting on a UN General Assembly resolu-
tion that condemns Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

The global order in international relations:
e After the end of the 2nd World War: A bipolar

N @ [NSIGHTSIAS

SIMPLFYING (A5 EXAR PRERAR

world, led by the U.S. and the Soviet Union,
emerged.

e Following the disintegration of the Soviet Union
(1991): Unipolarity replaced bipolarity, with the
U.S. being its centre.

e However, there have been discussions about
whether American unipolarity has passed and a
new world order (multipolar) has emerged.

Signs of the new world order:

e China’s rapid rise

e Russia’s aggressive foreign policy - the invasion
of Ukraine, challenged the post-Cold War secu-
rity equilibrium in Europe.

e The U.S/s ability to shape geopolitical outcomes
is clearly in decline (withdrawal from Afghani-
stan).

Impact of this transition (from uni to multipo-
larity):
e Leaving the world in flux. Lack of clarity on
which direction the world is headed makes pol-
icy-making harder for middle powers like India.

e While many governments (including India, Rus-
sia and China), welcome multipolarity, the U.S.
remains the world’s most powerful military
power.

India and the Non-alignment success:

e When India became independent, the Cold War
was in its early stages.

e India’s non-alignment foreign policy doctrine
(equidistant from both blocs) did well in man-
aging most of its (ideological and geopolitical)
challenges.

e (Criticised as too idealistic, India has actually
been flexible in readapting itself to the changes
in the global and regional equations.

e In the 1970s, after China started moving closer
to the U.S,, India started tilting towards the So-
viet Union but stayed out of any Soviet-led mil-
itary alliances.

e When the Soviet Union collapsed, India sought
to transform its ties with the U.S. and integrate
itself with the global economy in the new era of
globalisation.

e But it also maintained close defence and strate-
gic ties with Russia and built a vibrant economic
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partnership with China.

A new set of challenges for India in the new

global disorder:
e U.S.-China’s great power contest in Asia is un-
folding right in India’s neighbourhood.

e The power imbalance between India and China,
tempted India to join the American bloc.

e Abandoning its strategic autonomy and joining
the U.S.-led bloc would limit India’s options, be-
sides provoking China.

e Border disputes between India and China.

e China has developed a strategic partnership
with Pakistan and is raising its influence in other
South Asian and Indian Ocean countries.

e So, on all fronts (including challenges to India’s
maritime influence), India faces the heat of Chi-
na’s rise.

Other challenges faced by India:
U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan and the Taliban’s re-
turn to power.

How Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has compli-

cated the situation for India?
e Russia is a traditional partner with which India
has deep defence ties.

e As the West has moved to isolate Russia with
heavy sanctions, India is under huge pressure to
take a more critical position on Russia’s actions.

e The West’s move to isolate Russia in Europe
would push the country further into the Chinese
embrace.

Way ahead for India:

e Learning from China. In the 1970s, China broke
away from the Soviet communist fold and built a
guasi-alliance with the U.S. and helped the ‘im-
perialist bloc’ defeat the Soviet communists.

=  Once China acquired enough economic

and military power, it started gradually
challenging the U.S.

e Therefore, India’s primary focus should be on
transforming itself economically and militarily,
bridging the gap with China.

e India should present itself as a natural stabilis-
ing power in South Asia and the Indian Ocean

Region, and a source of prosperity.

e To address its continental security challenges,
India has to work with Eurasian powers such as
Russia and Iran, both of which are at odds with
the U.S.

Conclusion:

India should opt for multi-engagement (not multi-align-
ment) for a multipolar world, creating new pillars of the
new global order through engagement and partnership
with middle powers.

Insta Links:
A global order caught up in a swirl of chaos

Mains Links:

Q. “The long-sustained image of India as a leader of
the oppressed and marginalised nations has disap-
peared on account of its newfound role in the emerg-
ing global order.’ Elaborate (UPSC 2019).

Bilateral relations

INDIA-GERMANY RELATIONS

Context:
India and Germany will enhance cooperation on inno-
vation and technology.

e Recently, German Chancellor Olaf Scholz came
to India on a bilateral visit.

India- Germany cooperation aims at benefiting human-
ity and is firmly guided by their shared democratic val-
ues and respect

Various dimensions of India-Germany Relations:

Descrip-
Dimension  tion Examples
Cooper- o The G4 nations (Brazil,
ation in Germany, India, and Ja-
Political poIitic.aI pa'n) §upport each oth-
and dip- er’s bids for permanent
lomatic seats on the United Na-
matters tions Security Council
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Dimension

Economic

Scientific
and Techno-
logical

Cultural and
Educational

Defence

Descrip-
tion

Trade,
invest-
ment,
and eco-
nomic co-
operation

Cooper-
ation in
science,
technol-
ogy, and
innova-
tion

Exchange
of cultur-
al and ed-
ucational
resources

Cooper-
ation in
defence
and secu-
rity

Examples
e The total bilateral trade

between the two coun-
tries stood at over USS24
billion (2021)

Germany has a Bilater-
al Trade and Investment
Agreement (BTIA) with
India via the EU

Max Planck-India Mobili-
ty Grants

Indo-German Science &
Technology Centre
Triangular Development
Cooperation: It rep-
resents development
projects in third coun-
tries by India and Germa-

ny

India and Germany
signed a Comprehen-
sive  Partnership on

Migration and Mobili-
ty meant to ease travel
for research, study and
work for people in both
countries

India and Germany have
cooperated in areas such
as defence technology,
maritime security, and
peacekeeping opera-
tions.

Joint naval exercises: The
first ever Franco-Indi-
an-German military ex-
ercise is expected to take

place in 2024
Germany’s 2020 Indo-Pa-
cific guidelines have

identified India as one of
its most important part-
ners in the region.
Germany has come on
board with the Indo-Pa-
cific Oceans Initiative
(IPOI)
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Descrip-
Dimension  tion Examples
e India-Germany Solar
Partnership
e Green Urban Mobility
Scheme
e Green and Sustainable
Development  Partner-
ship (GSDP): Germany to
provide Euro 10 billion to
India till 2030 to support
Cooper-
; : Green growth
anoh N o Indo-German Science
Environ- environ- and Technology Centre
mental

mental e Indo-German Green Hy-
and sus-
tainabilit drogen Task Force was
.alna ity constituted in 2022.
issues
e Germany cooperates
with India to the tune
of 1.3 billion Euros a year
in development projects
(90% of which serves the
purpose of fighting cli-
mate change)

Insta Links:
India-Germany Relations

Mains Links:

Q. Ties between India and Germany have the potential
to work together but they should overcome disagree-
ments on global issues. Comment. (250 Marks)

Prelims Links (UPSC 2017)

Q. ‘Broad-based Trade and Investment Agreement
(BTIA)' is sometimes seen in the news in the context
of negotiations held between India and

(a) European Union

(b) Gulf Cooperation Council

(c) Organization for Economic Cooperation and De-
velopment

(d) Shanghai Cooperation Organization

Ans: (a)

www.insightsonindia.com
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INDIA AND ITALY ELEVATE TIES TO STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP

Context:
Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni is on a visit to India.

In recent years, India-Italy relation has been mired by the MB Enrica Lexie case (In February 2012, two Indian
fishermen were killed off the coast of Kerala, India, aboard St. Antony. Two Italian marines were arrested and
jailed. This caused diplomatic issues between the two countries.)

Various dimensions of the India-Italy relationship are as follows:

Dimension Examples
¢ India and Italy established diplomatic relations in 1947.
Diplomatic e India and ltaly have elevated their bilateral relationship to the level of strategic part-
ties nership

2020-2024 Action Plan for bilateral relations

In 2022, bilateral trade has reached $15bn between both the countries

Italy is among India»s top 5 trading partners in the EU.

The balance of trade has been in India’s favour since the early eighties.

India invited Italy to partner in ‘Make in India’ and ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan’
with a focus on the areas of renewable energy, green hydrogen, IT, telecom, and space
among others.

Establishment of a ‘Startup Bridge’ between India and Italy (2023)

India-Italy Strategic Partnership on Energy Transition announced in 2021

Italian car manufacturer Fiat has been operating in India since 1997

Indian IT company Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) has a large presence in Italy, with
over 2,500 employees in the country.

Trade

Investment

e Settimana della Lingua Italiana nel Mondo (Week of the Italian Language in the World)
celebrated the Italian language and culture in India
Cultural ties e Year-long Festival of India in Italy ‘Srijan’
¢ Indian community in Italy is the third largest community of Indians in Europe after the
UK and the Netherlands.

Science e Italian space agency (ASI)-ISRO working group in heliophysics

e Italy is a popular destination for Indian students studying abroad. India and Italy have

Education . . .
also signed agreements for academic and research cooperation.

Indian Army played a significant role in the liberation of Italy in the 2" world war
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on defence cooperation signed in 2023
Organise joint military exercises and training courses on a regular basis

India-Italy Joint Working Group on Counter-Terrorism

India also welcomed Italy’s engagement in the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA)
and Italy’s new status as a Development Partner of ASEAN

Defence

Insta Links:
Shaping a trilateral as Rome looks to the Indo-Pacific

Mains Link:
Q. Elucidate upon the potential of a trilateral relationship between India, Japan & Italy.
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Prelims Link:

Q. Region often mentioned in the news: (UPSC 2022)
1. Anatolia Turkey

2. Ambhara Ethiopia

3. Cabo Delgado Spain

4. Catalonia Italy

How many pairs given above are correctly matched?
(a) Only one pair

(b) Only two pairs

(c) Only three pairs

(d) All four pairs
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Development and employment

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE DIPS TO
4.1% IN 21-22

Context:
According to the latest annual Periodic Labour Force

Survey (PLFS), released by the National Statistical Office (NSO), India’s unemployment rate dropped to a five-

year low in July-June 2021-22 to 4.1%

PLFS

About

Key indicators

Launched by the NSO in 2017, to estimate the key employ-
ment and unemployment indicators -

e For example, the Labour Force Participation Rate (LFPR),
etc., in the short time interval of three months for the
urban areas only in the Current Weekly Status (CWS).

¢ In both usual status and CWS in both rural and urban
areas annually.

NSO is the Statistics Wing of the Union Ministry of Statistics
and Programme Implementation, which includes the Cen-
tral Statistical Office (CSO), the Computer Center and the
National Sample Survey Office (NSSO).

Prior to the PLFS, the NSSO (now known as NSO) used to
bring out data based on household socio-economic surveys
once in five years.

e LFPR: Percentage of persons in the labour force (working
or seeking work) in the population.

e Worker Population Ratio (WPR): Percentage of em-
ployed persons in the population.

o Unemployment Rate (UR): Percentage of persons unem-
ployed among the persons in the labour force.

e Activity Status:

O Usual Status: Determined on the basis of the refer-
ence period of the last 365 days preceding the date
of the survey.

0 CWS: Determined on the basis of a reference period
of the last 7 days preceding the date of the survey.

Findings of the latest PLFS:
Annual survey (“usual status”):

e UR declined for the 4th consecutive year since
it was launched in April 2017.

e The UR for rural women (2.1%) was lower than
for rural men (3.8%) in 2021-22, whereas in ur-
ban areas, the rate was high for females (7.9%)
as compared to males (5.8%).

e The LFPR had increased significantly in the last
five years from 37.5% in 2018-19 to 55.2% in
2021-22.

e The rural LFPR in the survey stood at 57.5%
(up from 57.4% in 2020-21), whereas its ur-
ban equivalent saw an increase to 49.7% (from
49.1%).

Quarterly survey (CWS):

e For urban India, UR stagnated (after declining
for five consecutive quarters till July-September
FY23,) at 7.2% in the December quarter.

e The LFPR increased marginally to 48.2% from
47.9% in the September quarter.

e Youth unemployment (for the 15-29 age group)
marginally increased to 18.6% in the December
quarter, primarily driven by a rise in the female
youth UR.

Insta Links:
Unemployment has decreased, says Labour Survey
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Mains Links:

Q. How globalization has led to the reduction of em-
ployment in the formal sector of the Indian economy?
Is increased informalization detrimental to the devel-
opment of the country? (UPSC 2016)

Prelims Links: (UPSC 2020)

Q. With reference to the Indian economy after the
1991 economic liberalization, consider the following
statements:

1. Worker productivity (Rs per worker at 2004-05

prices) increased in urban areas while it decreased
in rural areas.

2. The percentage share of rural areas in the work-
force steadily increased.

3. Inrural areas, the growth in the non-farm econo-
my increased.

4. The growth rate in rural employment decreased.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

1. 1and2only
2. 3and4only
3. 3only

4. 1,2and4only

other equipment during the drilling, extraction,
and transportation process.

e Fossil fuel companies emitted 120 million met-
ric tonnes of methane into the atmosphere in
2022 and have done nothing to find and fix leak-
ing infrastructure.

Recommendations in the report:

e Methane cuts (by 75%) from the energy sector
are among the cheapest options to limit near-
term global warming (lower global temperature
rise by nearly 0.1 degree Celsius by mid-centu-
ry).

e Reducing wastage by measures such as leak de-
tection, repair and upgrading leaky equipment
would cost less than 3% of the net income re-
ceived by the oil and gas industry in 2022.

e Methane emissions can be reduced with the
help of the right policies and implementation
and cheap and readily available technology.

Why is curbing methane emissions essential?

Ans: 2

Energy

IEA’S ANNUAL REPORT

Context:
The International Energy Agency (IEA) released the an-
nual Methane Global Tracker report in 2023.

Background:

The report has come after energy giants (Shell, BP, Exx-
onMobil) reported record profits last year as the Rus-
sia-Ukraine war drove up oil and natural gas prices.

Findings of the report:
¢ The energy sector accounts for around 40% of
the total average methane emissions from hu-
man activity.
e QOil and natural gas companies are known to re-
lease methane into the atmosphere when natu-
ral gas is flared or vented.

e ltis alsoreleased through leaks from valves and

30% of the warming
since preindustrial
times, second only to
carbon dioxide (CO2).
However, it is 80
times more potent at
warming than CO2.
According to the IPCC,
the world must cut
methane  emissions
by at least 30 % by
2030.

Methane (CH4) Efforts
e A greenhouse gas | Global
(GHG) responsible for | e Global Methane Pledge -

Both the US and the EU have
planned to cut methane emis-
sions by 30% (by 2030) com-
pared with the 2020 levels.
UNEP’s International Methane
Emissions Observatory (IMEO)
strategy - To get policy-rele-
vant data into the right hands
for emissions mitigation.
Methane Alert and Response
System (MARS) - Launched at
the COP27 to the UNFCCC in
Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt

Indian
® In India (3rd largest emitter

of CH4) ~20% of its anthro-
pogenic CH4 emissions come
from agriculture (manure
management), coal mines,
municipal solid waste, etc.

According to the Ministry of
New and Renewable Ener-
gy, a nationwide strategy to
boost biogas production has
received significant funding.
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Insta Links:
How can methane released in livestock belches be re-
duced?

Prelims Links: (UPSC 2022)

Q. Among the following crops, which one is the most
important anthropogenic source of both methane
and nitrous oxide?

1. Cotton
2. Rice

3. Sugarcane
4. Wheat
Ans: 2

INDIA WANTS ENERGY TRANSI-
TION ON ITS OWN TERMS

Context:

India is unlikely to reach an agreement - ‘just energy
transition partnership’ (JETP) - with richer nations this
year.

Background:
e According to the IEA, India is the world’s
third-largest power consumer.

e Last year, the country faced one of its worst
power crises as a heatwave swept across the
nation.

e Coal use will peak in India between 2030 and
2035, meanwhile, the country needs funding
to strengthen its renewable grid and infrastruc-
ture.

About JETP with India:

e The Ministry of External Affairs is considering
JETP proposals as India helms the G20 presiden-
cy.

e The G7 industrialised nations, together with
Norway, Denmark and the EU, believe a JETP
with India will financially empower it to reduce
emissions from power production.

Similar pacts:
e JETPs with South Africa and Indonesia are all
about coal phase-out.

e S15.5 billion for Vietnam to help it transition
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away from coal, with most of the money as
loans.

How does a JETP with India seem unlikely?
e International funding rests on India committing
to a timeline to phase out coal, which is not vi-
able for the country as it will see an increase in
energy demand and the possible increase in
coal capacity.

e Hence, India wants a JETP on its own terms - no
phase-out of coal and funds for clean energy
expansion in the form of grants, not loans.

Coal vs renewable energy debate in India:

e India has recently relaxed environmental con-
sultations on coal mine expansions, boosted its
coal production and cited coal as critical for en-
ergy security in global climate dialogues.

e But the country still aims to reduce coal from
the current 50% of its energy mix to about 30%
by 2030, while building 500 GW of new renew-
able capacity by 2030.

e With renewable energy storage capacity cur-
rently weak and expensive, India will phase out
coal only when it is sure the transition will not
cause power disruptions.

Challenges for India:
e At least five Indian states depend heavily on the
country’s coal economy.

e To ensure clean and affordable energy for all
while moving away from fossil fuel.

e To meet its renewable energy targets, India will
have to invest an average of $27.9 billion annu-
ally up to 2029, but its budget allocations aren’t
sufficient.

Way ahead:
e India’s transition efforts need to be mindful of
people’s energy aspirations and alternate live-
lihood for workers.

e Even if we cannot cut down on coal, we have to
prepare for a phase-down.

Conclusion:

India may be able to use its position as G20 leader this
year to steer discussions on a deal toward just transi-
tion while scaling renewable capacity and investments
in new technologies.
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Insta Links:
India’s just energy transition is more than a coal story

Mains Links:

Q. Do you think India will meet 50 per cent of its ener-
gy needs from renewable energy by 20307? Justify your
answer. How will the shift of subsidies from fossil fuels
to renewables help achieve the above objective? Ex-
plain. (UPSC 2022)

‘KING COAL’

Context:

After a 3-year pandemic break, the coal industry in In-
dia welcomed back its major conference (Coaltrans
India conference) with a positive forecast of demand,
increased production from new mines and strong de-
mand for imports.

The prosperous future of the coal industry in

India:
¢ Increased output: The production in the first 10
months of FY22 reached 698.25 million tonnes,
up 16% over the same period a year ago.
= |t will jump to around 1.4 billion tonnes

per annum by 2030 from around 1 bil-
lion tonnes currently.

e Acceleration in Imports: India’s imports (10.19
mt in February) of seaborne thermal coal are
likely to accelerate, especially since the govern-
ment mandated power plants to operate at full
capacity as the summer demand peaks.

e Increased imports of coking coal: It is expected
that coking coal imports will rise from around 63
mt a year currently to around 100 mt by 2030,
given the expected increase in steel production.

e Increased private participation: Private mining
companies are expected to make a bigger con-
tribution to domestic output as they start bring-
ing mines to production.

Challenges:

e (Can Coal India, the state-controlled miner that
accounts for about 80% of the country’s total
output, continue to ramp up production?

e India’s commitment to “phase down” coal-fired
power generation and achieve net zero carbon

emissions by 2070.

e Will India be able to source sufficient imports at
a price that its utilities can afford?

Whether this additional coal the industry ex-
pects to produce will actually be needed?

No Yes

e Indiaisrapidly rolling | ¢ Rising power de-
out renewable ener- mands
gies e Thermal generation

e The share of renew- still accounts for 59%
ables was at 27% in of India’s total capac-
2022 and is expected ity
to rise to at least 40% | o India is bu||d|ng new
by 2030 (32 GW) coal-fired

e In the 2021-22 FY, power plants
some 15.5 GW of re- | ¢« Each GW of genera-
newable capacity was tion requires around

installed, but only 1.4 3 million tonnes of
GW of new coal-fired coal annually

generation

Conclusion:

Overall, it appears the positive mood of India’s coal sec-
tor is justified, especially in the short term. But their
forecast of enormous growth in output and demand for

many years may turn out to be too optimistic.
Major Coalfields and Mining Centres

Bangal

Sen Chennai
- Mojor Coalfields
1. Roniganj
2. Jharig
3, Eost Bokaro & Wesi Bokaro
4, Singreuli
KA 5, Panch-Kanhan, Towa Vollay
&, Tolchar
o Indian Desan 7. Chondo-Wardha
] 250 500 8. Godavari Volley
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Insta Links:
India wants energy transition on its own terms - with-
out phasing out coal and with more grants

Awareness in the fields of IT

DEBATING THE ROAD TO POLICY
CONSENSUS ON CRYPTO ASSETS

Context:

Digital technology is playing animportant role in achiev-
ing India’s G20 Presidency goal (“Vasudhaiva Kutum-
bakam” or “One Earth, One Family, One Future”).

Background:

e The Indian Presidency’s priority is to make the
digital financial system more efficient, secure,
and stable.

e For this to happen, financial sector regulatory
reforms are essential.

e However, there is no comprehensive global
policy framework for crypto assets, despite the
rapid evolution of the crypto universe.

e The global standard-setting bodies (such as the
FATF, Financial Stability Board (FSB), Basel Com-
mittee on Banking Supervision (BCBS), etc) have
been coordinating the regulatory agenda.

Probable benefits of crypto assets:
e Cheaper and faster cross-border payments

e More integrated financial markets
e |ncreased financial inclusion

Challenges:
e Greater interconnectedness between crypto
assets and the traditional financial sector

e Complexity and volatility around crypto assets
e Critical digital infrastructure/platforms

e Global information gaps pertaining to the cryp-
to asset

Status of Crypto regulation in India:

India’s crypto conundrum
LEGAL ASPECT

@ india does not yet
have a policy
recognising or
regulating crypto
urrEncies.

WHATISA

CRYPTOCURRENCY?

® A cryptocarrendy isa virtual
currency whase single unit is
a complex digital code that
cannot be duplicated. It is
used as a digital asset
designed towork as a
medium of exchange.

® There are multiple
cryptocurrencies such as
hitcoin and polkadot

& InApril 2018, the Reserve Bank of India
banned the banking system from crypto
wansactions. The order, however, was struck
down by the Suprame Court in March 2020,
triggering a massive hoom.

CONCERNS RELATING

TO CRYPTO SPAN

® Valuation of various virtual
currenties is not in the hands
of any central bank

® Regulators fear bad actors
with fly-by-night exchanges
can fleece investors, possibly
escaping racovery if they ara
untraceahle,

Experts fear the crypto boom could draw a significant
amount of households’ savings, which could be vulnerable
to rashes.

e RBI has announced Central Bank Digital Cur-
rency (CBDC), a sort of official cryptocurrency,
for retail as well as wholesale users in 2022 on
a pilot basis.

How can the Indian G20 Presidency shape

Global Policy Dialogue on Crypto Assets?

e Broaden the discussion on crypto assets: Be-
yond financial integrity concerns and capture
the macroeconomic implications and wide-
spread crypto adoption in the economy.

¢ Inform policymakers: On the broader macro-
economic and financial stability implications of
crypto assets.

e Highlight the consequences of crypto adop-
tion: On the internal and external stability of a
country’s economy as well as on the structure of
its financial system.

Way Forward: IMF’s 9 points crypto asset ac-
tion plan -

e Safeguard monetary sovereignty and stability
by strengthening monetary policy frameworks
and do not grant crypto assets legal tender sta-
tus.

e Guard against excessive capital flow volatility
and maintain the effectiveness of capital flow
management measures.

e Analyse and disclose fiscal risks and adopt un-
ambiguous tax treatment of crypto assets.

e Establish legal certainty of crypto assets and ad-
dress legal risks.

e Develop oversight requirements for all crypto
market actors.
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e Establish a joint monitoring framework across
different domestic agencies and authorities.

e Establish international collaborative arrange-
ments.

e Monitor the impact of crypto assets on the sta-
bility of the international monetary system.

e Strengthen global cooperation to develop digi-
tal infrastructures.

Insta Links:
Digital rupee pilot project launching: what is it and
how will it work?

Environmental Conservation

THE CASE FOR OPEN, VERIFIABLE
FOREST COVER DATA

Context:

The article highlights how India mapped its forest cover
over four decades and why making the data freely avail-
able will improve the quality of this vital policy input.

Forest and tree cover in India:
e While the Forest Survey of India (FSI) started
publishing its biennial State of Forest reports in
1987.

e Since 19.53% in the early 1980s, India’s forest
cover has increased to 21.71% in 2021.

e The country’s total green cover now stands at
24.62%, which was arrived after adding 2.91%
tree cover estimated in 2021.

e The forest maps are based on the images pur-
chased from the National Remote Sensing
Agency (NRSA), another arm of the government
(Dept of Space).

How have these figures arrived?

e All plots of 1 hectare or more, with at least 10%
tree canopy density, are counted within forest
cover (irrespective of land use/ownership).

e All land areas with tree canopy density of 70%
or more are considered very dense forests, 40%
and more - dense forests and those between
10-40% - open forests.

e Isolated or small patches of trees (less than 1

hectare) and not counted as forest are assessed
for determining tree cover.

Issues with green cover data in India:

e Green cover data in India disregards the UN
benchmark that does not include areas pre-
dominantly under agricultural and urban land
use in forests.

e Recorded forest area vs green cover

= In India, land recorded as forest in rev-
enue records or proclaimed as forest
under a forest law is described as a Re-
corded Forest Area.

= Divided into Reserved, Protected and
Unclassed forests, Recorded Forest Ar-
eas account for 23.58% of India.

e The inclusion of commercial plantations, or-
chards, village homesteads, urban housings,
etc., as dense forests.

e The steady replacement of natural forests with
plantations is worrisome, as natural forests sup-
port a lot more biodiversity and stock a lot more
carbon.

e The outcome of the refinement of satellite im-
ages was that the forest cover fell within the for-
est area while it increased outside.

e Lack of manpower limits the FSI’s scope for ver-
ifying the quality of remotely sensed data in the
field.

e The FSI never made its data freely available for
public scrutiny and bars the media from access-
ing its geo-referenced maps.

Best practice:

Brazil maintains an open web platform, TerraBrasilis,
for queries, analysis and dissemination of data on de-
forestation, forest cover change and forest fire.

Conclusion:

e Indiais one of the few countries to have a scien-
tific system of periodic forest cover assessment
that provides valuable inputs for planning,
policy formulation and evidence-based deci-
sion-making.

e Making the field data freely available to the
public can enable them to volunteer to verify
the country’s forest data on the ground.
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Insta Links:
State of Forest Report 2021

Prelims Links: (UPSC 2021)
Consider the following statements:

Statement 1: The United Nations Capital Develop-
ment Fund (UNCDF) and the Arbor Day Foundation
have recently recognized Hyderabad as the 2020 Tree
City of the World.

Statement 2: Hyderabad was selected for recognition
for a year following its commitment to growing and
maintaining urban forests.

Which one of the following is correct in respect of the

above statements?

1. Both Statement 1 and Statement 2 are correct and
Statement 2 is the correct explanation for state-
ment 1

2. Both statement 1 and Statement 2 are correct
but Statement 2 is not the correct explanation for
Statement 1

3. Statement 1 is correct But Statement 2 is not cor-

rect

4. Statement 1 is not correct but Statement 2 is cor-
rect

Ans: 4

CORAL REEFS DAMAGED: WHAT’S
THE BIG DEAL?

Context:

Coral reefs are not looking too healthy as increased

ocean temperature caused by climate change is the
main cause of coral bleaching events.

Coral reefs:

e These are limestone structures (found in more
than 100 countries) built by thousands of tiny
coral creatures called polyps and belong to
tropical areas.

e The planet has already lost about half of its
shallow-water corals in the past three decades.

e At the current rate, up to 90% of them will dis-
appear by the middle of the century.

CORAL BLEACHING

Coral bleaching occurs when temperature,
light or nutrients in the oceans change.
Corals become stressed and turn white.
Climate change is causing this to happen
at a rate never seen before.

WHAT IS IT?

HOW IT WORKS RECOVERY
A ! S | |.

| ocean ||
| ACIDIFICATION |

Significance of reefs:

e Coral reefs (rainforests of the sea) cover less
than 0.5% of the earth’s surface, but they have
rich biodiversity - home to about 25% of all ma-
rine species.

e A vast resource of potential scientific discover-
ies (pharmaceuticals of tomorrow). For exam-
ple, the anticancer agent Ara-C is found in sea
sponges on a Caribbean reef.

e About one billion people source their food or in-
come directly from reefs.

e Provide shelter and function as nursery grounds
for some commercially important fish (grouper
and snapper), as well as invertebrates (lobster).

¢ Flood protection protects coastal communities
from storm surges and waves.

e Reduces coastal erosion.

e With climate change triggered extreme weather
events, reefs will play an even more important
role.

What if reefs are not protected?
e Threats to marine biodiversity.

e Potential food shortages especially when com-
bined with failing crops from climate change.

e Mass migration, as people try to avoid famine
and flooding.
Way ahead:
e Local restoration efforts by transplanting coral
e The establishment of marine protected areas
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which work like national parks
e Stopping run-off from agricultural and effluence

e Controlling climate change, which presents the
biggest single threat to the future of coral reefs

Insta Links:
NATURE AND YOU- SAVE CORAL REEFS

Prelims Links: (UPSC 2022)

Q. “Biorock technology” is talked about in which one

of the following situations?

1. Restoration of damaged coral reefs

2. Development of building materials using plant
residues

3. lIdentification of areas for exploration/extraction
of shale gas

4. Providing salt licks for wild animals in forests/pro-
tected areas

Ans: 1

MYANMAR TEAK TRADE: HIGHLY
PRIZED, HIGHLY DODGY

Context:

After the military junta took control of Myanmar, the
state-owned company, which had exclusive rights over
the country’s precious timber and teak trade, also
came under the military.

e There were several timber auctions since the
coup and sales of this “conflict” wood, pro-de-
mocracy supporters allege, are a key revenue
stream for the military regime.

Importance of Myanmar teak:

e Teak from Myanmar’s deciduous and evergreen
forests is considered the most tensile and dura-
ble hardwood, resistant to water and termites.

e It is in demand for high-end furniture, veneer
and ship decking — much sought-after by the
luxury yacht industry.

lllegal harvesting of timber and teak from

Myanmar:
e There have been increased instances of illegal
trade of Myanmar timber; Global Forest Watch
says the country, over the last two decades, has

lost forest cover roughly the size of Switzer-
land.

e |nternational NGO Environmental Investigation
Agency (EIA) released data, which showed that
over 70% of the logs exported from Myanmar
between 2000-2013, were illegally harvested.

Global regulations to tackle illegal trade:

e The European Union introduced the EU Timber
Regulation (EUTR), which put the onus on tim-
ber merchants to do sufficient due diligence to
disallow illegal timber from entering their mar-
kets.

e Myanmar itself banned the export of whole
logs.

Impact on Indian Traders:

e Following the ban on the export of whole logs, a
new regulation came in for only teak in “sizes”
to be exported.

e India is looked upon as a leakage country for
illegally exporting timber.

Loopholes present:

e Claiming that the price for the timber was paid
before the 2021 coup.

e Trade data reveals some Indian companies sim-
ply put “Asia” in the column for the origin of
the wood, without specifying which country

e In transit passes they signed; traders wrote
“imported” in the space for declaring where the
teak was purchased from.

Solutions:

e Strengthen enforcement of existing laws

e Increase transparency in the supply chain

e Enhance international cooperation

e Address the demand side of the problem: Ille-
gal logging persists because there is a market for
illegal timber.

e Tighten regulations on Indian traders: India
needs to strengthen its regulations on the im-
port of timber and crack down on companies
that are involved in illegal trade.
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Environmental pollution and degradation

UNPACKING THE NEW SET OF
E-WASTE RULES

Context:

In a time of increased urbanisation, digitalisation and
population growth, the problem of managing e-waste
is an ongoing challenge.

Background:

e The first set of e-waste Rules (2011) introduced
Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) - which
made ‘producers’ responsible for the safe dis-
posal of e-waste once the consumer discards
them.

e E-waste rules 2016 (amended in 2018) includ-
ed provisions to promote ‘authorisation’ and
‘product stewardship’, stakeholders such as the
‘Producer Responsibility Organisations’ (PRO)
were also introduced in these rules.

= PROs acted as an intermediary between
producers (bidding for contracts) and

formal recyclers (arranging for ‘certified
and authorised’ recycling).

e The MoEFCC notified a new set of e-waste rules
- E-Waste (Management) Rules 2022.

Disposing waste e GPGE is coming up with ERP which will ensure that 1he siecironic waste is
disposed, dismantied and recycled in an eco-frendly way
HOW IT IS DONE NOW

3 Somy 4 Aggreg,
e fhe product s i & Local szrap deaers oail
e auils £ 41 thea mom ke aggiagater

1 Dealer: 2 Consumer
Tho manefseluer gives The ennsomer bups it
= produst to the Traem the dealer arel
AL takeg i hameo iz

HOW T WILL BE DOME ONCE ERP COMES INTO FORCE (ERP: Extended Producer fesponaibility)

Py =
Seaagshop

mianulacire:

Key provisions of the E-Waste (Management)

Rules 2022:

e Unlike the earlier rules (seeking authorisation
by stakeholders), the new rules provide for the
‘Registration of Stakeholders’ (manufacturer/
producer/refurbisher/recycler).

e A ‘digitalised systems approach’ may now stan-
dardise the e-waste value chain through a com-
mon digital ‘portal’.

e @ ' 1131 [TS[-

e The above provisions will reduce the frequency
of ‘false trail’ - falsely revealing 100% collection
on paper while collecting/weighing ‘scrap’ to
meet targets.

Issues with the 2022 rules:

e Weak monitoring system and a lack of trans-
parency. For example, many recyclers under-
take activities only up to the pre-processing/
segregation stage and channelise e-waste to the
informal sector, which is a pure violation of the
law.

e Two important stages of efficient e-waste recy-
cling - component recovery and residual dis-
posal - are briefly touched upon.

e |t does away with PRO and dismantlers and
vests all the responsibility of recycling with au-
thorised recyclers.

e The informal sector, which plays a crucial role
(95% of e-waste is channelised) in e-waste han-
dling, draws no recognition in the new rules.

Way ahead:
e Ensuring the requirement of the recovery tan-
gent.

e The activities of the recyclers must be recorded
-> tracing the quantity of e-waste that went for
recycling.

e A robust collection and recycling system on the
ground.

e Stakeholders must have the right information
and intent to safely dispose of e-waste.

e There is a need for increased consumer aware-
ness, strengthening reverse logistics, build-
ing capacity, improving existing infrastructure,
adopting green procurement practices, etc.

Best practice:

e ‘Karo Sambhav’, a Delhi-based PRO, has inte-
grated informal aggregators in its collection
mechanism - e-waste entered a safe and struc-
tured system - informal sector has an advan-
tage in terms of financial and legal security.

e |IT Hyderabad launched M.Tech courses in
e-Waste Resources.

Insta Links:

Government notified E-waste (management) rules
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2022

Mains Link:

Q. What are the impediments in disposing of the huge
qguantities of discarded solid wastes which are contin-
uously being generated? How do we safely remove
the toxic wastes that have been accumulating in our
habitable environment? (UPSC 2018)

Prelims Links: (UPSC 2019)

Q. In India, ‘extend producer responsibility’ was intro-

duced as an important feature in which of the follow-

ing?

1. The Bio-medical Waste (Management and Han-
dling) Rules, 1998

2. The Recycled Plastic (Manufacturing and Usage)
Rules, 1999

3. The e-Waste (Management and Handling) Rules,
2011

4. The Food Safety and Standard Regulations, 2011

Ans: 3

OUR FORESTS ARE UNDER
THREAT - HERE’S HOW THEY ARE
CERTIFIED

Context:

The certification industry offers a multi-layer audit sys-
tem that seeks to authenticate the origin, legality, and
sustainability of forest-based products such as timber,
etc.

Background:

e With climate change, deforestation has become
a critically sensitive issue globally.

e Forests absorb large amounts of CO2, keeping a
check on global warming.

e At the Glasgow climate meeting (2021), more
than 100 countries took a pledge to stop and re-
verse deforestation by 2030.

e Europe and the US have passed laws that regu-
late the entry and sale of forest-based products
in their markets. This is where the certification
industry comes in.

e The industry, through independent third-par-
ty audits, helps in establishing whether forests
were being managed in a sustainable manner.

Two major international standards for sustain-
able management of forests and forest-based
products:
e Developed by Forest Stewardship Council (FSC)
- More popular and expensive
e Developed by Programme for Endorsement of
Forest Certifications (PEFC) - Endorses the ‘na-
tional’ standards of any country

How will they work?
e Organisations like FSC/PEFC are only the devel-
opers and owners of standards like, for exam-
ple, the ISO/BIS.

e They are not involved in the evaluation and au-
diting of the processes.

e That is the job of certification bodies autho-
rised by the FSC or PEFC.

Two main types of certification on offer:
e Forest management (FM)
e Chain of Custody (CoC): Guarantees the trace-
ability of a forest product like timber through-
out the supply chain from origin to market.

inly % of the world's

Forest Management (FM)
certification

o) m:.ﬂm::!

Certified
Product

Forest Mill Converter  Manufacturer :

L i s i s s s - i

Chain of Custody (COC) Certification

Forest certification in India:

e Though the industry has been operating in India
for the last 15 years, forests in only one state
(UP) are certified.

e 41 divisions of the UP-Forest Corporation (UPFC)
are PEFC-certified and are managed according
to the standards developed by the nonprofit
Network for Certification and Conservation of
Forests (NCCF).

e Some other states too obtained certification.
However, all of these expired over time.

e Many agroforestry projects (paper mills, etc),
meant for captive use of the industry, too have
forest management certification.
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Challenges:
e There are a large number of CoC certifications,
but the dropout rate is 40%.

e |ndia’s wood import bill is Rs 50,000-60,000
crores per year.
= |ndia’s forests contribute just about five

million cubic metres (5%) of wood ev-
ery year.

=  Almost 85% of the demand is met by
trees outside forests (ToF) and about
10% is imported.

e India allows the export of only processed wood,
not timber.

Way ahead:

e India-specific standards: Since ToF are so im-
portant, new certification standards are being
developed for their sustainable management.

e The government’s own standards: The corrup-
tion in the private certification space has come
under sustained criticism.

Conclusion:

A simple, transparent, easy to adopt and internationally
accepted indigenous system of certifications will take
into account India’s national circumstances and will
make available sustainably grown and managed forest
products in the domestic market.

Insta Links:
India’s first forest-certification scheme gets global rec-

ognition

GLOBAL CO2 EMISSIONS ROSE
LESS THAN INITIALLY FEARED IN
2022, SAYS IEA

Context:

According to the IEA’s ‘CO2 Emissions in 2022’ report,
global energy-related carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions
rose by under 1% in 2022.

Background:
e Thereportis the first in a new series, the Global
Energy Transitions Stocktake, which will bring
together the IEA’s latest analysis in one place.

N @ [NSIGHTSIAS
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e This will make it freely accessible in support of
the first Global Stocktake in the lead-up to the
COP28 Climate Change Conference (Dubai,
UAE).

About the report:
e |t covers CO2 emissions from all energy com-
bustion and industrial processes.

e |t also includes information on methane and
nitrous oxide emissions, providing a complete
picture of energy-related greenhouse gas emis-
sions in 2022.

Important takeaways from the report:
e Global energy-related CO2 emissions grew by
0.9%/321 million tonnes in 2022, reaching a
new high of more than 36.8 billion tonnes.

e The rise in emissions last year was far smaller
than the exceptional jump of over 6% in 2021.

e However, the report called for stronger actions
to accelerate the clean energy transition to
move the world towards meeting its energy
and climate goals.

Reasons behind better results in 2022:

Growth of solar, wind, electric vehicles, heat pumps and
energy efficiency helped limit the impacts of increased
use of coal and oil amid the global energy crisis.

Region-specific findings:
e China’s emissions were broadly flat in 2022 due
to strict Covid-19 measures.

¢ The EU emissions fell by 2.5%, thanks to the re-
cord deployment of renewables and energy sav-
ings measures in response to Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine also contributed.

e |n the US, emissions grew by 0.8% as buildings
increased their energy consumption to cope
with extreme temperatures.

e Excluding China, emissions from Asia’s emerg-
ing and developing economies increased by
4.2%, reflecting their rapid economic and ener-
gy demand growth.

Fuel-by-fuel analysis:
e (CO2 emissions from coal grew by 1.6% as the
global energy crisis continued to spur a wave of

www.insightsonindia.com



https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/03/22/indias-first-forest-certification-scheme-gets-global-recognition/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/03/22/indias-first-forest-certification-scheme-gets-global-recognition/

WEEKLY CURRENT AFFAIRS MACAZINE

" INSIGHTSIAS

gas-to-coal switching in Asia.

e The increase in coal emissions balanced the
1.6% decline in emissions from natural gas as
supplies were limited by Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine.

e (CO2 emissions from oil grew by 2.5% (came
mainly from the aviation sector) but still re-
mained below pre-pandemic levels.

Change in global CO; emissions by driver, 2021-2022

Actual increase Avoided
8" BO0 comrmmee Other 600 Other clean
o technologies
g B
Nuclear plants ¥ Wind
offline
400 - 400 i
B Heating and m Solar PV
cooling due to
extreme weather s idudeil
200 - - 200 slowdown
Insta Links:

Who should pay for climate damage?

Prelims Links: (UPSC 2020)

Which one of the following statements best describes

the term ‘Social Cost of Carbon’? It is a measure, in

monetary value, of the

1. Long-term damage done by a tonne of CO2, emis-
sions in a given year

2. Requirement of fossil fuels for a country to pro-
vide goods and services to its citizens, based on
the burning of those fuels

3. Efforts putin by a climate refugee to adapt to live
in a new place

4. Contribution of an individual person to the carbon
footprint on the planet Earth

Ans: 1

Disaster and disaster management.

HOW TO MAKE INDIA EARTH-
QUAKE PREPARED

Context:

The Delhi HC asked the state government to file a status
report and action plan on the structural safety of build-
ings in Delhi.

Background:
Nearly 59% of the Indian landmass is vulnerable to
earthquakes and the concerns that have been raised by

the court need a policy response.

Seismic Zone
Map of India: -2002

About 5% percent of
the land area of India
is liable to seismic
hazard damage
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India’s current policy on earthquake prepared-

ness:

e Operates primarily at the scale of structural de-
tails

e National Building Codes: Includes specifying di-
mensions of the structural members - columns,
beams, etc.

e National Retrofitting Programme 2014: Under
the programme, the RBI directed banks to deny
loans for buildings that do not meet the earth-
quake-resistant design.

Issues with the policy:

e |t ignores the buildings that were constructed
before such codes were published in 1962

e |t assumes infallibility in the processes of en-
forcement - relying only on penalisation and
illegalities

e |t treats earthquakes as a problem of individual
buildings - in complete isolation from their ur-
ban context.

e None of the urban renewal programmes - in-
cluding the Smart Cities Mission - have devised
an urban policy for earthquake preparedness

Way ahead:
e Earthquake preparedness needs to act -
= |n the realm of policy and not just legal
enforcement.

= At the scale of building details as well as
that of cities.
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A comprehensive policy to create a system of
retrofitting existing structures and enforcing
seismic codes with more efficiency. Such a poli-
cy should include measures -
= To create a system of tax-based or de-
velopment rights-based incentives for
retrofitting one’s building up to seismic
codes.

= To ensure better enforcement of seis-
mic codes through a similar model.

Generate earthquake vulnerability maps with
the percentage of vulnerable structures in the
area, the availability of evacuation routes, the
location of nearest relief services, etc.

Best practices (Japan and San Francisco):

Japan has invested heavily in technological
measures (skyscrapers with counterweights,
small houses on flexible foundations, public
infrastructure with automated triggers) by cul-
tivating an industry around earthquake mitiga-
tion and fostering expertise.

San Francisco is the world’s most famous earth-
guake-prone city which implemented policy
changes similar to Japan.

The Gujarat government: Immediately adopt-
ed (after the 2001 Bhuj earthquake) new town
planning schemes that widened roads and cre-
ated routes for evacuation and relief work.
Programmes like the ongoing Urban 20 meet-
ings: An excellent opportunity for international
knowledge exchange on earthquake prepared-
ness.

Conclusion:

A policy on earthquake preparedness will require a vi-
sionary, radical and transformative approach. It would
be unwise to wait for another earthquake to learn how
to be better prepared for one.

Insta Links:
A devastating quake in Turkey recalls the tragedies

awaiting India
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WHY DO WE GET COMPASSION

FATIGUE

Context:

Images of traumatic events online, insensitive news,
pandemics, etc. have attributed to the rising instances
of compassion fatigue in recent years.

About Compassion Fatigue:

Compassion fatigue is a state of emotional ex-
haustion and burnout that can result from con-
tinuously caring for and empathizing with oth-
ers who are experiencing pain or suffering.

It causes us to lose our capacity to react and
help those in need.

Instances of how compassion fatigue devel-

ops:

Violence in digital media formats like video
games and films can desensitize people’s re-
sponses to suffering or violence in real life.

The consequence of seeing violent images is
that you become numb to them and you think
violence is no big deal.

Soldiers: Being in war — develops compassion
fatigue.

Doctors and Nurses

Why Compassion fatigue occurs:

Compassion fatigue is a form of emotional pro-
tection

The psychological mechanism behind compas-
sion fatigue is desensitization.

Desensitization to violence and traumacanbean
important adaptive strategy for people whose
work involves frequent exposure to traumatic
events, like soldiers, aid workers, and doctors.

Example:
Research shows how the conflict in Israel and Palestine
escalates violence in children.
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What Are the Signs of Compassion Fatigue?

Compassion fatigue can affect social workers in many ways, and it is
important to recognize the signs as soon as possible. The issue can manifest
itself in the following categories:

Emotionally
Anger, irritability,
sense of
hopelessness

S . Cognitively

Difficulty

concentrating,

self-blame,

low self-esteem
Physically
Headaches,

abdominal pain,

hypertension

Behaviorally
Substance abuse,
chronic lateness,
lack of joy

*The American Institute of Stress, Cigne, PublicSource

How to reverse compassion fatigue:

e Use social media to create empathy and com-
passion among people

e Take care of yourself: Self-care is essential to
avoid burnout.

* Practice mindfulness: Mindfulness meditation

e Seek support

e Take time off

Role of educational institutions in inculcating values.

REVISITING TWO CASES OF MED-
ICO DEATHS

Context:
A first-year postgraduate medical student at the Kakati-
ya Medical College Dr Preethi was reportedly harassed

by a male senior, following which she tried to end her
life.

About Ragging:

Ragging, also known as hazing refers to the practice
of subjecting new students to humiliating or abusive
behaviour as a way of initiating them into a group or
community.

e Ragging can take many forms, including physi-
cal and emotional abuse, harassment, bullying,
and even sexual assault.

e Apart from ragging, hazing, fagging, bullying,
pledging and horseplaying are different terms.

wr
o RAGGING
The practice of subjecting new students to humiliating or
abusive behavior as a way of initiating them into a group or
community.

o

DRESS CODE
RAGGING

FORMS OF
RAGGING

Visit insights 185 CA Daily for detailed News

Previous instances of ragging in India:
TAMIL NADU - PON NAVARASU

e Tamil Nadu passed the country’s first anti-rag-
ging legislation in 1997 based on the Pon Na-
varasu case.

e Navarasu, son of the-then vice-chancellor of
the University of Madras, was murdered. John
David, a senior student of his college, confessed
to the crime days later and surrendered to ju-
dicial custody.

e During a ragging session, Navarasu was assault-
ed, and forced to strip and lick David’s foot-
wear, he was violently beaten up and killed
when he refused to do so.

MAHARASHTRA - Payal Tadvi

e Payal Tadvi, a second-year MD student at Mum-
bai’s TN Topivala National Medical College
(TNMC), had spoken to her friends about caste
discrimination and harassment within the
campus.

e She belonged to the Adivasi Tadvi Bhil commu-
nity and was found dead in Mumbai.
Data on caste discrimination in colleges:

e A parliamentary panel found rampant caste
bias within All India Institute of Medical Scienc-
es (AIIMS), as MBBS students from Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes failed repeatedly
in their exams.

e The examiners tend to ask the name of the stu-
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dents and try to judge/ know if a student belongs to SC/ST community.

Laws against ragging in India:

e Indian Penal Code

e UGC Regulations on Curbing the Menace of Ragging in Higher Educational Institutions, 2009

e Other institute-specific regulations
Ethical issues associated with ragging:

e Violation of human dignity

e Infringement of individual rights

e Promotion of unhealthy behavior

e Compromise of academic standards

e The legal and moral responsibility of educational institutions
Solutions:

e Strict rules and regulations

e Awareness campaigns

e Counselling and support

e Orientation programs

e Monitoring and surveillance

FACTS FOR PRELIMS
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Indian Heritage and Culture

ARTS AND ARTISTS PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA MODI MENTIONED
IN MANN KI BAAT

Context:
Recently Prime Minister in Mann Ki Baat - spoke of several musical instruments and folk artists who he hoped
would “continue to inspire everyone at the grassroots towards making performing arts more popular”.

Musical Instruments Features Key proponents

Sursingar Stringed musical instrument -similar to|Joydeep Mukherjee
the sarod, but which is older and produces
deeper notes.

made of wood and has a gourd attached to
a hollow wooden handle with a metal fin-
gerboard. The strings usually four in number

made of brass or bronze, are plucked with a
metal pick.
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Mandolin Stringed instrument, usually with eight| Uppalapu Nagamani, Sajjad Hussain
strings that are plucked with a pick.

Dance Features Key Proponents

Karakattam Ancient folk dance of Tamil Nadu in which | V Durga Devi

performers in colourful saris dance with a
pot (karakam) on their head to invoke Mari-
amman, the goddess of the rain.

Perini Natyam

Dance dedicated to Lord Shiva was “quite
popular during the Kakatiya dynasty.”

Raj Kumar Nayak

14TH RASHTRIYA SANSKRITI MA-
HOTSAV

Context:
President of India addressed the 14th Rashtriya San-
skriti Mahotsav at Bikaner, Rajasthan

About the festival:

e It is an annual flagship festival of the Ministry
of Culture

e Organized in different states of India to pro-
mote National Unity and integrity through cul-
tural exchange

e Started in 2015 to exhibit the rich cultural heri-
tage of the country

e Participation: All the seven zonal Cultural Cen-
tres and academies under the Ministry of Cul-
ture

RENAMING OF CITIES

Context:
Supreme Court said that the attempts to
erase the imprints of foreign invaders on cit-

ies and towns by rechristening them with their
ancient identities were fraught with danger.

e Recently, Maharashtra’s Aurangabad and Os-
manabad cities have been renamed Chhatrapa-
ti Sambhaji Nagar and Dharashiv respectively

Process of changing the name of a city or place in a
state:

e State Assembly: A resolution is proposed by
any Member of the Legislative Assembly as a re-
guest to change the name of a particular city or
place in the state.

e Discussion: In the discussion, the reasons for
and possible consequences of altering the name
are discussed
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e The passing of the resolution in the state as-
sembly: Only a simple majority is required.

e The resolution sent to central government:
The resolution as a proposal is submitted to the
Ministry of Home Affairs.

e Approvals: The Home Ministry seeks approval
from the Ministry of Railways, Intelligence Bu-
reau, Department of Posts, Survey of India, and
Registrar General of India.

e A ‘No Objection’ certificate is issued by the
Ministry if the proposal is approved by the min-
istry and all the agencies.

o After getting approval from the ministry, the
State Government can issue an official notifica-
tion in the Gazette.

There is no constitutional provision which talks about
changing the name of a city or any area in a state.

STUPA

Context:
The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) stumbled upon
a 1,300-year-old stupa in a mining site in Odisha’s Ja-
jpur district.

e The site is being used for supplying Khondalite

stones to the 12th Century Shree Jagannath
Temple in Puri

Features:
e A stupa could be 4.5-metre tall

e May belong to the 7th or 8th century

e Stupa

Context: ASI stumbled upen a 1,300-year-old stupa in a
mining site in Ddisha's Jajpur district.

What is a Stupa?

Stupa (Sanskrit far heap) is a
mound-like (hemispherical)
burial structure containing relics
of Buddhist monks. E.g., Sanchi
Stupa built aver Buddha relies.

ToRANA

EBTWA-

Types of stupas

FRADR K SUINAR H

Parts of Stupa = Relic stupa (Relics or remains of
the Buddha, his disciples, and
= A hemispherical mound (Anda): It lay saints are buried)

symbolizes the mound of dirt that was « Object stupa (Objects buried)

wsed to cover the Buddha's remains

+ Asguare ralling (harmika)

« A central pillar supporting a triple-
umbrella form (chattrak it symbolizes
Three jewels of Buddhism—Buddha,
Dharma, and Sangha

+ Decorated gateways (toranas)

« Circular terrace (Medhi)

« Commemorative stupa (built to
commemorate events in the
lives of Buddha or his disciples)

* Symbolic stupa (to symbolise
aspects of Buddhist theology)

= Votive stupa (To commemorate
wisits of to gain spiritual
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What is a Khondalite Stone?
e Khondalite (named after the Khond tribe of
Odisha and Andhra Pradesh) is a foliated met-
amorphic rock

e |t is also called Bezwada Gneiss and Kailasa
Gneiss

e These stones were widely used in ancient tem-
ple complexes

13TH-CENTURY TEMPLE DISCOV-
ERED AT PUSHPAGIRI KSHETRAM

Context:

13th-century Hindu temple ruins have been recent-
ly unearthed northeast of the Durga temple, atop a
hillock in the Pushpagiri Kshetram of Vallur Mandal in
Kadapa district.

e The hillock, also known as Pushpachala, is fa-
mous for the chain of temples dedicated to the
pantheon of Hindu gods with the river Penna
flowing southwest.

e Pushpagiri is referred to as Hari-Hara Kshetra,
as there are a number of temples dedicated to
both Shiva and Vishnu.

Features of the temple:

e The architectural features of the ruins reveal a
style which is contemporary to a temple at Val-
lur, built by the Kayastha rulers in the 13th Cen-
tury AD.

e The Kayasthas, including the great Ambadeva,
were subordinated to the rulers of the Kakatiya
dynasty. They ruled the region with Vallur as
the capital.
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THE ANCIENT FORTIFIED CITY OF
SISUPALGARH

Context:

Land grabbers damaged a portion of the wall of the for-
tified ancient city of Sisupalgarh, a majestic archaeo-
logical heritage that has survived over 2,600 years, on
the outskirts of Bhubaneswar.

About Sisupalgarh:

e Sisupalgarh, believed to have been built around
the 7th to 6th century BCE, served as the capital
of the Kalinga kingdom and was an important
centre of trade and commerce during ancient
times.

e Theurban centre had an areaof 1.2 km by 1 km,
and it was surrounded by a moat (a deep wide
trench around the walls of a castle or fortress
that is usually filled with water).

e The water management system of the city was
unique. The fortification was carried out in the
4th to 3rd century BCE when King Kharavela
took up the repair of the city 2,100 years ago.

The excavation of the Sisupalgarh site was first taken
up in 1948, when it was declared a Centrally Protected
Monument under the provisions of the Ancient Monu-
ments Preservation Act, 1904.

Festival in News

UNYING FESTIVAL

Context:

Union Minister of Ports, Shipping & Waterways and
Ayush attended the colourful Siang Unying Festival -
which is an important festival of the Adi community at
Boleng , Arunachal Pradesh.

e Unying is a spring festival marking the begin-
ning of the spring season and the new year of
the Adi community

Adi community:

e Origin: Southern china in the 16th century.

e |nhabitation: lower part of the Lower Dibang
Valley district, especially the Roing and Dam-
buk areas of Arunachal Pradesh.

e Occupation: Dependent on agriculture - wet
rice cultivation and shifting cultivation.

= Experts in making cane and bamboo
items.

e Other Festivals: Solung (a harvesting festival
where animal sacrifices and rituals are
performed) and Aran (a hunting festival where
all the male members of the family go hunting)
are two major festivals of the Adi tribes.

Modern History/Personalit

AURANGABAD TO SAMBHAII
NAGAR — HISTORY OF THE PLACE

Context:

After the approval of the Ministry of Home Affairs, the
name of Aurangabad has been changed to Chhatrapati
Sambhaji Nagar.
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Historical features of Aurangabad/Sambhaji

Nagar

Information

Aurangzeb’s tomb

¥
&

Aurangzeb is buried in Khuldabad, near Aurangabad in Ma-
harashtra, India

Built by Aurangzeb in Aurangabad in 1660 for his wife, Bibi
ka Magqgbara is half the size of the Taj Mahal and covered
in burnished stucco. Introduces a new architectural style of
the 17th and 18th centuries

Chhatrapati Sambhaji Nagar

E

Recently rechristened name for Aurangabad -Named after
Shivaji’s son who was captured and humiliated by Aurang-
zeb

Mohammed Bin Tughlaq

Who brought the entire population of Delhi to Daulatabad
in 1327

Shifted his capital to Daulatabad resulting in casualties

Fort in Daulatabad was the capital of the Yadava dynasty
and later became part of the Ahmednagar Sultanate

Located in Aurangabad

Ajanta caves are 30 rock-cut Buddhist monuments from
the second century BC

Ellora caves are the largest rock-cut Hindu temple with 100
caves dating back to Rashtrakuta and Yadava dynasties
Both are UNESCO World Heritage Sites and predate the Mu-
ghal and Maratha periods in Aurangabad’s history
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Geography

WESTERLIES GOVERNED
TRANS-HIMALAYAS

Context:

A recent study has shown that the Westerlies had a
bigger impact on the climate and landscape of the
Trans-Himalayan region than the Indian Summer Mon-
soon.

e They also found that the Westerlies and the In-
dian Summer Monsoon had periodic shifts in
defining the climatic variations of the region.

Westerlies

INSEGITSIAS
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Context: A recent study has shown that the Westerlies had a bigger impact

on the climate and landscape of the Trans-Himalayan region than the Indian
Summer Monsoon

Planetary Winds

What are Westerlies? | North Pote

Westerlies are the Permanent Westerlies y

winds that blow in the middle B i

latitudes. They blow from the jonress -

subtropical high-pressure et — ===
belts towards sub-polar low-

Southeast
pressure belts. The westerlies Tradewinds
of the Southern hemisphere
are more robust and constant
than the westerlies of the

Northern hemisphere.

Westerlies

During the Mid-Holocene Thermal Maxima

{about 6000-7000 years ago), glaciers in the

Trans-Himalayas were moving forward
because of the Westerlies.

Karakoram
Western Himalaya
Central Himalaya
Trans-Himalaya ranges in India

. include the Karakoram, Zanskar
°%  and Ladakh ranges that run
*. through Ladakh and Himachal

Pradesh.

J’/ Visit Insights 1AS CA Daily for detailed News

Eastemn Himalaya

How the researchers came to this conclusion?
The researchers collected sediments from glacial lakes
in the Ladakh Range, which provided a record of cli-
mate change over the last seven thousand years.

Significance of the study:

e It will help us understand past climate changes,
assess the impact of global warming and cli-
mate variability, and help us plan for the future
of the region.

e The Himalayan region is very important be-
cause it is one of the most glaciated mountain
regions on Earth, outside the poles.

SALT FLATS AROUND THE WORLD
ARE COVERED IN A SIMILAR PAT-
TERN OF RIDGES.

Context:

In salt flats across the world, the salt on the surface
forms ridges that join together in a patchwork of penta-
gons and hexagons.

What are salt flats?
e Asalt flat is a natural landscape in which a large
area of flat land is covered by salt.

e World’s most well-known salt flat is the Salar de
Uyuni in Bolivia contains more than half of the
planet’s lithium reserves.

e A salt flat forms from a natural water body
whose recharge rate is lower than the evapo-
ration rate. The underlying soil is highly saline:
even if the water table is shallow, the ground-
water is too salty for humans to drink.

How are the shapes form?

e The researchers began with the hypothesis that
the salt on the surface is influenced by the salt
flowing through the soil below. They found that
the salt penetrated deeper into the soil exactly
below the ridges, and remained shallow under
the flat areas.

To mitigate the deleterious effects of salt flats, experts
have recommended covering them in a shallow layer
of water, so that the salt is deposited on the surface
more uniformly and less salt is carried away by winds.
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Tribes in News

BANJARA DHARMAGURU SANTH
SEVALAL MAHARAIJ JAYANTI

Context:

For the first time ever, theyear-long commemoration
of the birth anniversary of Santh Sevalal Maharaj, the
Spiritual & Religious Leader of the Banjara Community
is being celebrated by the Ministry of Culture, Govern-
ment of India.

About Santh Sevalal Maharaj:

e Santh Sevalal Maharaj was born in the Shiva-
mogga district of Karnataka.

e He s considered a social reformer and spiritual
teacher of the Banjara community. He travelled
across the country with his Ladeniya Troup to
serve especially the forest dwellers and no-
madic tribes.

e Due to his extraordinary knowledge, excellent
skills and spiritual background in Ayurveda and
Naturopathy, he was able to dispel and eradi-
cate myths and superstitions prevalent in the
tribal communities and brought about reforms
in their way of life.

Banjara Community

e Banjara is a nomadic tribe of India and was
the vital supply chain for villages.

e In 1871, the Banjaras and several other tribes
were brought under the Criminal Tribes Act.

e The community was denotified in the 1950s
but was listed under the Habitual Offenders
Act, 1952.

e With roots in Rajasthan, Banjaras now live
in several states and are known by different
names like Lambada or Lambadi in Andhra
Pradesh, Lambani in Karnataka; Gwar or
Gwaraiya in Rajasthan.

e They are listed in various States as Scheduled
Caste (SC), Scheduled Tribe (ST), Other Back-
ward Class (OBC) and Vimukta Jati/denoti-
fied tribes.

SIMPLIFYING (45 EXAR PREFARATION
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Polity

GRIEVANCE APPELLATE COMMIT-
TEE (GAC) PORTAL

Context:
The MeitY launched the Grievance Appellate Commit-
tee (GAC) portal under the IT Rules, 2021.

Purpose:

It will allow people who are dissatisfied with complaints
to social media companies on content takedown re-
guests, to be heard by one of three Committees consti-
tuted by the government.

Background:

e The IT (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Me-
dia Ethics Code) Rules, 2021 were amended
last year to require social media companies to
respect citizens’ rights under the India Constitu-
tion - Articles 14, 19 and 21.

e Three Committees were formed to receive com-
plaints to put these amendments into action.

FLIP-FLOP? IN JUNE, GOVT WAS OPEN TO IDEA OF
SELF-REGULATING INDUSTRY BODY
2021

February : With ITrules, 2021, the government mandates an in-
house grievance officer to decide on content-related complaints |
2022 Rajeev Chandrasekhar says the i
ﬁlﬁn-e: MelitYsaysit " | governmentwas opentoidea

of seff-regulating indu:
observed the grievance officers | o4y inslg ad ofggovt— bztge d
handle user complaints

‘unsatisfactorily’ heibicn?

: i y ) 27 July : Media reports say the
6June :The ministry Big Tech start drawing structure
proposes to bring a grievance

it e (EAO of aself regulatory body
appeliate committee 0 ¥

protect the rights and interests M%st 5t [hanﬂr.:sekhart
of users; asks for public 2GS HIC SIEINMEMLWAS A0
feedbac'k and inputs interested in becoming an

appellate committee, butthere
23 June: MoSIT&Electronics | could be several GACs

ILLUSTRATION: AIAY MOHANTY
-

Now: Government official says the MeitYwould goahead
with GAC and self-regulatory bodies could only co-exist if
theyfollow the same mechanism that of GAC

THE POWERS OF GOVERNORS RE-
GARDING ASSEMBLY SESSIONS

Context:
The Solicitor General told the SC that the Punjab Gov-
ernor had summoned the state Assembly for a budget
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session.

Background:

e This came minutes before the SC was set to hear
a challenge by the Punjab government against
the Governor, over his refusal to summon the
Budget session of Vidhan Sabha.

e The Governor had cited Article 167 of the Con-
stitution, which relates to the duties of the
Chief Minister in furnishing information to the
Governor.

Can the Governor refuse to summon the as-

sembly?

e Article 163(1) of the Indian Constitution says
that there shall be a council of Ministers with
the Chief Minister at the head to aid and advise
the Governor in the exercise of his functions.

= However, except in cases where s/he is

required under this constitution to ex-
ercise his/her discretion.

e Under Article 174, a Governor shall summon
the House at a time and place, as s/he thinks fit.
= Article 174 (2) (a) says a Governor
may from “time to time” prorogue the
House and 174 (2) (b) allows her or him
to dissolve the Legislative Assembly.

e Ajoint reading of the two provisions leaves the
Governor with minimal discretion in summon-
ing the house. For example, when the CM has
lost the support of the House and his strength
is debatable.

e In 2016, the SC (in Nabam Rebia case) held that

the power to summon the House is not solely
vested in the Governor.

LEGISLATOR FACING DISQUALIFI-
CATION CANNOT ATTEND FLOOR
TEST: SUPREME COURT

Context:
According to the Chief Justice of India - allowing an MP
or an MLA who is facing disqualification under the an-
ti-defection law to participate in a floor test caused by
his own doings will defeat the very purpose of the Tenth
Schedule.

About Anti-Defection Law:
e Introduced through the 52nd Amendment
Act of 1985 - inserted in the Tenth Schedule of

the Indian Constitution.

e |t lays down the process of disqualification on
grounds of defection.

e The presiding officer has the authority to dis-
qualify a member on proven grounds of defec-
tion.

e To prevent the legislators from changing their
political affiliations during their tenure in of-
fice.

WHAT IS A WHIP IN A STATE AS-
SEMBLY OR PARLIAMENT?

Context:

A five-judge Bench led by the Chief Justice of India is
hearing petitions filed in the wake of last year’s political
crisis in Maharashtra — raising the importance of whip.

What is a ‘whip’ in the House?

e In parliamentary parlance, a whip may refer to
both a written order to members of a party in
the House to abide by a certain direction and
to a designated official of the party who is au-
thorized to issue such a direction.

e Thetermis derived from the old British practice
of “whipping in” lawmakers to follow the party
line.

How serious are whips issued by parties?
The importance of a whip can be inferred from the
number of times an order is underlined.

e A one-line whip underlined once, is usually is-
sued to inform party members of a vote, and
allows them to abstain in case they decide not
to follow the party line.

e A two-line whip directs them to be present
during the vote.

e Athree-line whip is the strongest, employed on
important occasions such as the second reading
of a Bill or a no-confidence motion, and places
an obligation on members to toe the party line.

What can happen if a whip is defied?
e United Kingdom - an MP can lose membership
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of the party for defying the whip, but can keep
her/ his House seat as an Independent.

e US - the party whip’s role is to gauge how many
legislators are in support of a Bill and how
many are opposed to it — and the extent pos-
sible, persuade them to vote according to the
party line on the issue.

e India - rebelling against a three-line whip can
put a lawmaker’s membership in the House at
risk. The anti-defection law allows the Speak-
er/ Chairperson to disqualify such a member;
the only exception is when more than a third of
legislators vote against a directive, effectively
splitting the party.

DELHI EXCISE POLICY CASE: HOW
THE RIGHT AGAINST SELF-IN-
CRIMINATION

Context:
Supreme Court refused to hear a plea by Delhi Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Sisodia.

e Reason: SC disapproved of Sisodia approaching
it directly under Article 32 of the Constitution
when the remedy of moving the High Court
under Section 482 of the CrPC was available to
him.

e The court had rejected Sisodia’s arguments that
he had a right against self-incrimination

What is right against self-incrimination?
Article 20(3): “No person accused of any offence shall
be compelled to be a witness against himself.”

e Since the onus of proving the case against the
accused (in criminal cases) beyond a reason-
able doubt is on the state, a person cannot be
compelled to testify against himself or share in-
formation that might go against him in a trial

About Delhi excise policy case:

Now-scrapped liquor sales policy (2021) allowed
only private shops to sell liquor and permitted home
delivery and unlimited discounts. It relieved the state
from the sale of liquor. The policy resulted in a 27%
increase in revenue for the government. However,
there were allegations of bending rules and providing
undue benefits to liquor vend licensees.
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NEWS BROADCASTING AND DIG-
ITAL STANDARDS AUTHORITY
(NBDSA)

Context:

NBDSA has asked News18 India, Times Now and Zee
News to remove videos of certain programmes after it
found them to be in violation of the Code of Ethics and
Broadcasting Standards and Specific Guidelines

e NBDSA is an independent body set up by News
Broadcasters & Digital Association (NBDA).

About NBDA:

News Broadcasters & Digital Association (formed in
2007) formerly known as the News Broadcasters As-
sociation is a private association of different current
affairs and news television broadcasters in India,
which serves as their representative.

Aim: It protects all its members from persons carrying
unfair and/or unethical practices.

Government Initiative and Policies

SWAYATT

Context:
Government e-Marketplace (GeM) commemorates the
success of “SWAYATT”.

What is SWAYATT?

It is an initiative to promote “Start-ups, Women and
Youth Advantage Through eTransactions” (SWAYATT)
on GeM.

It was first launched in February 2019

Aim:
e To promote the inclusiveness of various cate-
gories of sellers and service providers on the
GeM portal

e |t facilitates training and registrations of wom-
en and youth manufacturers and sellers and
encourages participation of the MSME sector
and startups in public procurement.
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About GeM:

GeM (Section 8 company set up in 2016) is a
one-stop National Public Procurement Portal to
facilitate online procurement of common use Goods
& Services required by various Central and State
Government Departments/Organizations/Public
Sector Undertakings (PSUs).

e Under: Ministry of Commerce and Industry

e |t is mandatory for government agencies to
procure from the portal, goods and services
available on GeM.

e The portal also provides the tools of e-bidding
and reverse e-auction to facilitate government
users achieve the best value for their money.

PORTER PRIZE 2023

Context:
The Union Health and Family Welfare Ministry has re-
ceived the Porter Prize 2023.

* |t recognized the Government’s strategy for
managing COVID-19,

e |nvolvement of various stakeholders, especial-
ly the involvement of ASHA workers in the in-
dustry to create PPE Kits.

e |t was also noted, “the idea of vaccine develop-
ment and vaccine manufacturing and the scale
that India achieved, was tremendous.

About Porter Prize:

Porter Prize is named after award-winning economist
Michael E. Porter. He has brought economic theory
and strategy concepts to bear on many of the most
challenging problems faced by corporations, econ-
omies, and societies, including market competition
and company strategy, economic development, the

environment and healthcare.

CONSTITUTION OF GREATER PAN-
NA LANDSCAPE COUNCIL (GPLC)

Context:

As part of the Ken-Betwa Link Project (KBLP) (in the
drought-prone Bundelkhand region), a comprehensive
Integrated Landscape Management Plan (ILMP) has

been prepared for the conservation of wildlife and bio-
diversity in Panna Tiger Reserve (PTR) & surrounding
areas.

e To ensure the implementation of the landscape
plan, GPLC has been constituted.

Objectives of GPLC:
e Better habitat management esp. for the flag-
ship species viz. tiger, vulture, and gharial in the
landscape

e Consolidate the landscape for biodiversity con-
servation

e Provide species-specific and site-specific moni-
toring strategies

What is Integrated Landscape Management?
It is a governance strategy that attempts to reconcile
the needs of people and the environment and estab-
lish more sustainable and equitable multi-functional
landscapes. E.g., Sustainable agricultural production,
the delivery of ecosystem services, cultural heritage
and values, and rural livelihoods.

w : Greater Panna Landscape Council (GPLC)

I y
T

J A
Greater Panna Landscape Council (GPLC) has been formed to ensure ”ﬁh
implementation of the Greater Panna Landscape Management Pla %

for the conservation of wildlife and biodiversity in Panna Tiger ’
Reserve (PTR) and surrounding areas.

The landscape approach of
conservation considers the
interconnectedness of natural and
o4t UTTAR social systems within a given

PRADESH s B
g A W landscape to achieve sustainable

conservation outcomes.

The Ken-Betwa River Linking Project

SHIVPUR!
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" .

TIRAMARE e TR . .
L Ken-Betwa Link Project (KBLP) aims to
transfer surplus water from the Ken
MADHYA
PHADEST) River in Madhya Pradesh (MP) to Betwa

in Uttar Pradesh (UP) to irrigate the
drought-prone Bundelkhand region

About Panna Tiger Reserve:

* Formed in 1981, the tiger reserve has been designated a biosphere reserve
in 2011 and included In the World Network of Biosphere reserves (WNBR)
(3rd such reserve from Madhya Pradesh after Pachmarhi and
Amarkantak)

¢ It is situated in the Vindhyan Hills nearer to the confluence of the Deccan
Peninsula, Upper Gangetic Plain, and Semi-Arid Gujarat Rajputana
reflecting the influence of three bio-geographic regions.

Visit imsights 1AS CA Daily for detailed News

SMART-PDS SHOULD BE IMPLE-
MENTED IN ALL STATES/UTS

Context:
The government has asked all the states/UTs to make
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efforts to implement SMART-PDS at the earliest

What is SMART-PDS?

SMART-PDS aims to leverage technology to reduce
human intervention and promote automation in the
PDS supply chain, thereby ensuring timely and target-
ed delivery of food grains to beneficiaries. The system
involves real-time tracking of food grains from the
procurement stage to the distribution stage, enabling
authorities to monitor and address any issues or bottle-
necks in the supply chain.

Components:
e Smart Ration Card
e Fingerprint Template (beneficiaries’ fingerprint
template is recorded in these smart ration cards,
which records all transactions)

Other Features:

e Full Form Of SMART-PDS: Scheme for Modern-
ization and Reforms through Technology in Pub-
lic Distribution System.

e Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Consumer Affairs,
Food and Public Distribution

e Successful Implementation: Andhra Pradesh

e Objective: Introduce a transparent and account-
able system and reduce human intervention and
promote automation in the existing processes.

SELECT CENTRAL GOVT EMPLOY-
EES GET ONE-TIME OPTION TO
OPT FOR OLD PENSION SCHEME

Context:

In a major move, a select group of central government
employees have been given a one-time option to opt
for the old pension scheme.

e The employees who joined the central govern-
ment services against posts advertised or no-
tified before December 22, 2003, the day Na-
tional Pension System (NPS) was notified, are
eligible to join the old pension scheme under
the Central Civil Services (Pension) Rules, 1972
(now 2021).
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Difference between old and new pension schemes:

Feature

Oold
Scheme

Pension

New Pension

Scheme

Pension
Amount

Fixed, based on
years of service
and last pay drawn

Depends on the
contribution and
market  perfor-
mance of invest-
ments

Contribution

The government
bears the respon-
sibility mostly.

Both employee
and employer
contribute a fixed
percentage of the
salary

Portability Not portable, ben- | Portable, bene-
efits tied to a spe- | fits can be trans-
cific employer ferred to another

employer

Withdrawal |Limited options, | More flexible op-
typically only a|tions, including
lump sum pay- | partial withdraw-
ment als and system-

atic  withdrawal
plans

Applicability |Only to govern-|Available to allin-

ment employees

dividuals (includ-
ing government
employees)

International News and Organization

BIMSTEC ENERGY CENTRE (BEC)

Context:

India hosted the first meeting of the Governing Board
of BIMSTEC Energy Centre (BEC)
e India’s “Neighborhood first” and “Act East” Pol-
icies were highlighted

e India will establish the BIMSTEC Energy Centre

(BEC) at the premises of Central Power Research
Institute (CPRI), Bengaluru

www.insightsonindia.com
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SAARC

BIMSTEC

1. Interregional organisation (South Asia+ South
| 1. Only a regional organisation (South Asia) East Asia)
| 2. Established in 1985 with the signing of
|the SAARC Charter in Dhaka. 2. Established in 1997, with Bangkok declaration
|3, Issues: Mistrust and suspicion, plagued 3. Members maintain bly friandly rel
| by regional pelitics and asymmetric power and Intra-regional trade has increase by around 6%
| balance in a decade.

Visit Insights 1AS CA Dally for detailed News

UNDERSTANDING THE WINDSOR
FRAMEWORK

Context:
UK and EU recently announced the Windsor Frame-
work (a proposed post-Brexit legal agreement).

e It will address the problem of the movement of
goods between the European Single Market and
the United Kingdom in the current Northern
Ireland Protocol.

e Northern Ireland Protocol allows EU customs
rules to apply across Northern Ireland.

The framework will allow free trade between Great
Britain and Northern Ireland through the use of green
and red lanes for goods flowing into Northern Ireland
(Green: for goods that will stay in Northern Ireland and
Red: for those that will go to the EU)

Lowering trade barriers J i
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MNORTHERN IRELAND & ) fl.\\" SCOTLAND #

Green lane for UK. goods - L J
traders to complete i 15 »Sﬁ.\‘:\ .

single certificate - - _
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EU-destined ", 1
goods go via (L
red lane with - F s 1 7
full customs " IRELAND [ } UNITED
procedures (EU) —— 4 £ KINGDOM
- = S waEs . (non-EU)
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Economy

SOLAR GEOENGINEERING

Solar geoengineering, also called solar radiation modifi-
cation, involves cooling the earth by radiating absorbed
sunlight back into space.

Types of solar geoengineering
e Stratospheric aerosol injection (SAl)

=  SAlincludes spraying large quantities of
tiny particles (e.g. of Sulphur Dioxides)
into the earth’s stratosphere to reflect
sunlight The concept of SAIl is derived
from sulphur clouds released during
volcanic eruptions.

e Marine cloud brightening

= Marine cloud brightening proposes
spraying sea salt into low-lying clouds
to increase their brightness and the
ability to reflect sunlight.

Why is it controversial?

e SAl is particularly controversial because the re-
flective effect of aerosols wears off after some
time, leading to a net heating effect.

e According to the Union of Concerned Scientists,
solar geoengineering can be a “moral hazard”
and slow efforts towards emission reduction as
it does not address the root cause of climate
change.

How Might Solar Geoengineering Cool the Earth?

Marine Cloud
Brightening (MCEB)

Stratosphere

N

Troposphere

Stratospheric aerosol
Injection (SAl)

[ristinsscomn
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INDIA’S FIRST MUNICIPAL BOND
INDEX

Context:
National Stock Exchange (NSE) launched India’s first
municipal bond index- IBMX
e It will track the performance of bonds issued by
municipal corporations.
e |t has investment-grade credit ratings (AA cat-

egory)
e The index includes municipal bonds is-
sued as per the Securities Exchange

Board of India Issue and Listing of Mu-
nicipal Debt Securities Regulations, 2015

About Municipal Bond:

A municipal bond is a type of bond issued by a local
government or municipality, such as a city, county, or
state.

When these entities need to raise money to fund
projects like building schools, roads, or other public
infrastructure, they can issue bonds as a way to bor-
row money from investors.

e The municipal bond market has seen a three-
fold rise in fundraising since 2017 (to about
6000 crores in 2022)

e The first municipal bond in India was issued
by the Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation in
1998

e Indoreissued India’s first-ever municipal green

bond recently

INTERNATIONAL IP INDEX

Context:

India ranks 42nd among 55 leading global economies
on the International IP Index released by the U.S.
Chambers of Commerce.

e Top: USA

Key findings:
Positive:
e India is ripe to become a leader for emerging

markets seeking to transform their economy
through IP-driven innovation.

e India has maintained continued strong efforts
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in copyright piracy through the issuing of “dy-
namic” injunction orders (banning all mirror
sites with the same banned content)

e India has generous R&D and IP-based tax in-
centives

e India has a strong awareness-raising effort re-
garding the negative impact of piracy and coun-
terfeiting

e India is a global leader in targeted administra-
tive incentives for the creation and use of IP as-
sets for SMEs,

Concerns:
e Dissolution of the Intellectual Property Appel-
late Board (in 2021)
e Under-resourced and overstretched judiciary
e Limited framework for the protection of bio-
pharmaceutical IP rights

What is IP?

Intellectual property (IP) refers to creations of the
mind, such as inventions; literary and artistic works;
designs; symbols, names and images used in com-
merce.

FATF SUSPENDS RUSSIA’S MEM-
BERSHIP OVER UKRAINE WAR

Context:
The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) suspended Rus-
sia’s membership.

Reasons for suspension
e Russia’s “lllegal, unprovoked and unjustified”
full-scale military invasion of Ukraine

e Arms trade between Russia and United Na-
tions-sanctioned jurisdictions
e Malicious cyber-activities emanating from Rus-
sia
Despite being suspended, Russia remains a FATF mem-
ber and will only be barred from attending meetings
and accessing documents.
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Financial Action Task Force

Context: FATF suspends Russia's membership over Ukraine war

About FATF

FATF (est. in 1989 on the initiative of G7, HQ: OECD
headquarters in Paris) is an intergovernmental
organisation to develop policies to combat money

laundering, combat terrorism financing and counter the FATF is a 39-
financing of proliferation of Weapons of Mass member body.
Destruction (WMD). India became a
= It sets Global anti-money laundering (AML) and full member of
FATF in 2010

Counter-terrorist financing (CFT) standards.

h are found o be Kura.

it AQAFTEL TR Y

EERCETTTETIR .. vyanmar along with iran and North

Grey List e.g. UAE, Nigeria, Turkey, Jordan, South Africa

s a5 & worning for coumries it be compliant and 20 other nations are in Gre’ List

It seew
ta the directions slse face sk of Blacklisting.
[ ]
=Y
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FATF Plenary is the decision
making body of the FATE. It
meets three times per year—
in February, June and
October

The countries on Grey/Black list face:
* Economic sanctions e.g. from IMF, World
Bank, ADB etc.
+ Issues in getting credit/loans
+ Sanctions on international trade

= International boycott
Visit Insights 145 CA Daily for detailed Mews

HOW PRICE SIGNALS GUIDE THE
ALLOCATION OF GOODS

About Price Signal:

e Price signal refers to the information that pric-
es convey to both producers and consumers
in @ market economy. Prices signal the relative
scarcity of different goods in an economy when
measured against the competing demands for
these goods among consumers.

= Prices in a way coordinate the produc-
tion and distribution of goods and ser-
vices across the modern economy. This
allocation of resources in large econo-
mies happens despite the absence of a
central planner to direct the allocation.

For example: When the price of water is high due to
its limited supply in the market, consumers will have
a greater incentive to use water more sparingly. Wa-
ter producers, on the other hand, will have a greater
incentive to bring more water into the market; this is
because the high price of water offers them an oppor-
tunity to earn higher profits.

WEEKLY CURRENT AFFAIRS MACAZINE

3 NATIONAL FLAGSHIP PRO-
GRAMMES LAUNCHED

Context:

Union Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and
Dairying launched three national flagship programmes.

Genetic Im-
provement
Programme of
Indian White
Shrimp (Penae-
us indicus)

e Need: Currently, Shrimp farming

predominantly depends on one
exotic Specific Pathogen Free
stock of Pacific white shrimp (Pe-
naeus vannamei) species
Features: Under PM Matsya
Sampada Yojana (PMMSY), the
ministry will establish a National
Genetic Improvement Facility for
shrimp. This will help diversify
the species of shrimp and pro-
mote indigenous species.
o The Ministry also laid the
foundation stone for the Ge-
netic Improvement Facility.

National Sur-
veillance Pro-
gramme on
Aquatic  Ani-
mal Diseases
(NSPAAD)

Need: Despite India being one of
the largest fish-producing coun-
tries, aquatic disease costs over
7000 cr yearly. Therefore, ear-
ly detection and managing the
spread of diseases are considered
crucial for controlling the diseas-
es.

Features: The programme (Cen-
tral Sector scheme) has been run-
ning since 2013. It was made part
of PMMSY. Under Phase Il, the
ministry will develop National
Information System on Aquatic
Diseases at the Pan India level.
Strengthening the farmer-based
disease surveillance system: To
ensure that disease cases are re-
ported immediately, investigated,
and farmers receive scientific as-
sistance.
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Shrimp Crop in-
surance prod-
uct developed
by ICAR-CIBA

e Need: Shrimp farming is labelled
as a risky venture and banking
and insurance institutions are
cautious about taking up busi-
ness in the shrimp sector.

e Features: Farmers will be com-
pensated for an 80% loss of input
cost in the event of a total loss of
Shrimp crop (if the loss is more
than 70%, it is called total crop
loss)

e Achievement: India achieved
about 430% growth in shrimp
production during the last de-
cade. The business has become
highly profitable leading to the
growth and stability of the shrimp
farming sector.

About the Fisheries sector in India:

India is the second major producer of fish through
aquaculture in the world. India is the 4™ largest
exporter of fish in the world as it contributes 7.7% to
global fish production.

About Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana: Click
here

ASIA ENERGY TRANSITION INI-
TIATIVE (AETI)

Context:

Japan will support India’s clean energy transition by
including India in the Asia Energy Transition Initiative
(AETI), which supported the Association of South East
Asian Nations (ASEAN) countries towards achieving net
zero emissions, including financial assistance of $10 bil-
lion for renewable energy.

Features under AETI:

1. Support drawing roadmaps for energy transitions

2. Asian version of transition finance

&

4. Technology development and deployment, utilizing the achievement of 2 trillion yen
fund .
(e.g.) Offshore wind power generation, Fuel-ammania, Hydrogen ete.

3. US510 billion finance support
{e.g.) renewable energy, energy efficiency, LNG etc.

P o

i

5. Capacity building of decarbonisation technologies, and knowledge sharing through
Asia CCUS network
= Capacity building of decarbonisation technotogies for 1,000 people in Asian countries s

= Weorkshops and Seminars on energy transitions el |

INDIAN STATES’ ELECTRICITY
TRANSITION REPORT

Context:

Karnataka and Gujarat have topped the list of Indian
states adopting cleaner energy transition. Whereas,
states like Bihar, West Bengal and UP lagged behind in
the transition (as per the recent report Indian States’
electricity transition Report)

About the report:

The report provides progress and performance of In-
dian states on various aspects of the clean electricity
transition.

e The report has been released by the Institute
for Energy Economics and Financial Analysis
(IEEFA)

What is Electricity Transition?

It refers to the shift from fossil-based power produc-
tion and consumption to renewable energy sources
(RES) like wind and solar.

Four Parameters considered for ranking are:

e Decarbonisation: Evaluate states’ preparedness
to shift from fossil-based power to Renewables

e Performance of Power System e.g., Discom’s
performance rating, outstanding loans

e Readiness of Power Ecosystem e.g., Smart me-
tering, feeder segregation

e Policies and Political Commitments e.g., circu-
lar economy, battery policy etc.

About IEEFA:

The Institute for Energy Economics and Financial Analy-
sis (IEEFA) examines issues related to energy markets,
trends, and policies.
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‘K-SHAPED’ ECONOMIC RECOV-
ERY

Context:

Chief Economic Advisor (CEA) V Anantha Nageswaran
has said that describing India’s recovery as ‘K-shaped’
was wrong as both rural and urban economies were re-
covering but at different paces.

e Post Covid 19 Pandemic, India’s urban and rural
areas have seen different growth rates with ur-
ban recovery proceeding at a faster pace than
rural recovery.

hd

Economic Recovery

Many economists have described India’s post-pandemic
recovery as K-shaped, contending that while the urban
consumption has come back, rural demand hasn't as much.

PRIOR TO
CoviD1%

1CoROMIC

The term was coined by L

US economist Peter
Atwater, it refersto a
situation where things
gets better for the haves,
and worse for the have-
nots (i.e. K shaped
recovery show a situation
of inequality).

RECOWERY

India's urban
consumption
has come back

Rural India's

K-SHAPLD '.'..CUU(I\'

Longer recovery

Full recovery after a
Second dip
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Cuick recovery Global =lowdawn

Immediate growth
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LIBERALISED REMITTANCE
SCHEME FUNDS

Context:

India’s wealthy individuals have invested all their sur-
plus foreign remittances in various securities over the
last few months to comply with a Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) diktat that ended last week.

e In August 2022 RBI had directed that any mon-
ey remitted overseas by Indian residents that
remains unutilised for more than 180 days
needs to be repatriated back into India.

What is Liberalised Remittance Scheme (LRS)?

Under LRS (introduced in 2004), Indian individuals can
send money outside up to a maximum of $250,000 in
a year.

e Aim: LRS simplifies the process of remitting
money outside India and encouraging foreign
investments by Indian individuals.

e Permissible transactions: education, travel,
medical treatment, gifting, investment in shares
or property, etc.

e Non-Permissible transactions: Trading in for-
eign exchange or buying lottery tickets.

e LRSis notavailable to Corporations, partnership
firms, Hindu Undivided Family (HUF), Trusts etc.

e Benefits of LRS: Individuals can diversify their
investments and assets, and also provides an
opportunity to finance their foreign education
or travel.

e |ssues: Outward remittances can add pressure
to the forex reserves of the country and there-
fore the government has proposed a 20% Tax
Collection at Source (TCS) for any foreign remit-
tance transactions in FY24.

SC NAMES PANEL TO REVIEW IN-
VESTOR PROTECTION NORMS

Context:

SC announced an expert committee to exam-
ine India’s investor protection regulatory frame-
work following the crash in Adani Group securities.

The objective of the committee is threefold:

e To assess the factors that have led to market
volatility

e To examine if there has been a regulatory fail-
ure in this case

e To suggest measures to strengthen the regula-
tory apparatus and ensure compliance with the
existing framework to protect investors.

However, there has been doubt about the opacity of
the committee’s selection process.

SEBI has also conducted an investigation and will exam-
ine Adani stocks’ market activity before and after the
report’s publication.

e The stock market is regulated by SEBI under

www.insightsonindia.com
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SEBI Act 1992 to protect the interest of inves-
tors in securities.
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Market manipulation

Market manipulation refers to artificial inflation or deflation of the
price of a security. It involves the literal manipulation of a financial
market for personal gain.

Forms of Market manipulation

—

PHAST - CISTRRITI

Pump and Dump: It invelves artificially inflating the
price of an owned stock through false and misleading
positive statements, in order to sell the cheaply
purchased stock at a higher price. (e.g. recent case of
Arshad Warsi and his wife being barred by SEBI in 'Pump
and Dump' scam)

g

PHASE 3 MARKIP

Poop and Scoop: It occurs when a small group of informed

people attempts to drive down a stock’s price by spreading
false information, rumors, and otherwise damaging

¢ information (“poop”) in order to then buy the stock at a lower

price ("scoop”)

Wisit Insights |AS CA

Daity for datailed Naws Rules to prevent market manipulation

[BPublic shareholding of at least  [§ Disclosure of financial statement.

25% by every listed company (52 Framework for preventing insiders trading
ather than PSU is compulsory  [5 SEBI allowed T+1 settlement on optional basis

[ Disclosure of related parties’ [E2 SCORES (SEBI Complaints Redress System)-
transactions web-based centralized grievance redress

system

SAMARTH SCHEME

Context:

Samarth” (Scheme for Capacity Building in Textiles Sec-
tor) Scheme of the Ministry of Textiles is operational till
March 2024

About the Scheme:

Samarth is a demand-driven and placement-oriented
umbrella skilling programme of the Ministry of Textiles.
The scheme was formulated under the broad skilling
policy framework adopted by M/o Skill Development &
Entrepreneurship.

Objective
Implementation
Period

Implemented By

Features

Courses Offered

Target Beneficia-
ries

Placement

SIMPLIFYING (45 EXAR PREFARATION

To create jobs and provide skill-
ing opportunities to marginalized
sections

Up to March 2024

Implementing Partners (IPs) com-
prising Textile Industry/ Industry
Associations, State government
agencies and Sectoral Organiza-
tions of the Ministry of Textiles
e The office of the Devel-
opment Commissioner
(Handicrafts) is imple-
menting the SAMARTH

under the component
‘Skill Development in
Handicrafts Sector’
of National Handicrafts
Development Programme
(NHDP)

Aadhaar Enabled Biometric Atten-
dance System (AEBAS), Training
of Trainers (ToT), CCTV record-
ing, a dedicated call centre with a
helpline, mobile app, Web-based
Management Information Sys-
tem (MIS), online monitoring, and
end-to-end digital solution

184 courses aligned with Nation-
al Skill Qualification Framework
(NSQF)

Skilling target of 3.47 lakh ben-
eficiaries; 1.5 lakh beneficiaries
trained; more than 85% of benefi-
ciaries trained are women

Mandatory placement of 70% in
entry-level and 90% for upskilling
programmes; more than 70% of
beneficiaries trained in organized
sector courses have been provid-
ed placement

www.insightsonindia.com
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Q. Consider the following statements: (UPSC2020)

1. The value of Indo-Sri Lanka trade has consistently
increased in the last decade.

2. “Textile and textile articles” constitute an import-
ant item of trade between India and Bangladesh.

3. In the last five years, Nepal has been the largest
trading partner of India in South Asia.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 only

(c) 3 only
(d)1,2and 3
Ans: B

WHEAT CRISIS

Context:

Agricultural scientists are recommending additional ir-
rigation for Rabi crops due to unprecedented heat in
February this year.

Agriculture

CLEAN PLANT PROGRAM

Context:

With the demand for foreign planting materials of fruits
like apples, avocados and blueberries rising over the
years, the Central government plans to set up 10 ‘Clean
Plant Centres’

e Objective: To boost domestic production of the
selected fruit crops
e Services offered: disease diagnostic, therapeu-
tics, multiplying of plants and generation of
mother plants
¢ Need for ‘Clean plant program’: Currently, it is
difficult to get disease-free and genuine plant-
ing materials for horticultural crops in India.
= Also, the process of importing plants
is very cumbersome, as the imported

plants must be kept in quarantine for
two years.

= After the establishment of the Clean
Plant Centres, this period will be re-
duced to six months
e Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare
e Implementing agency: National Horticulture
Board (NHB)
¢ Funding: 100% be Central government
e It will be set up under the ‘Atmanirbhar Clean
Plant Program’ (announced in Budget 2023-24)

India is the 2" largest producer of fruit in the world
(after China)

Impact of heat waves on wheat production:

e When the temperature rises above the normal
range for wheat, it can reduce photosynthesis,
which is essential for plant growth and grain de-
velopment.

= Excessive heat can lead to crop damage.

e Decrease in groundwater levels: To minimize
the impact of heat waves, farmers have to irri-
gate the field several times. This may reduce the
groundwater level in the area.

= Strong winds can destroy wheat crops if
the soil is wet.

e Increased pest attacks: Pests like aphids and
thrips thrive in warm and dry weather

“ R Wheat

Context: Early arrival of summer this year in India are threatening
the growth of crops like wheat, vegetables, and pulses

About Wheat: N L i
+ Second most important cereal crop in e d N B _|.-: 3
India after rice and staple food crop, ‘“}I 4
in north and north-western part of the Hi g ;'?“.
country, _/‘“\I‘L" E“-.\ TN o '“1‘
« Temperature: It is a rabi crop that 9 B ;»'; I *-—;\‘T{?&;—‘ f
i"_,_,—" -3’ '——r ')}

requires a cool growing season (10-
15°C (Sowing time) and 21-26°C
(Ripening & Harvesting)) with bright
sunlight.

Rainfall: Around 75-100 cm.

Soil Type: Well-drained fertile loamy

Top Wheat Producing »
States: Uttar Pradesh >

-

and clayey loamy (Ganga-Satluj plains {  Punjab>
and black soil region of the Deccan), 7 Haryana>Madhya
Pradesh > Rajasthan>

Bihar>Gujarat

India is the second largest producer of wheat (after China) with a share of
around 13.5% of world total production, however India accounts for even less
than 1% in world wheat export. Russia is the world's largest exporter of
wheat.

Visit Insights 145 CA Daily for detailed News

COUNTRY REPORTS ON TERROR-
ISM 2021: INDIA

Context:
“Country Reports on Terrorism 2021: India,” prepared
by the US Bureau of Counterterrorism has acknowl-

www.insightsonindia.com
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edged India’s significant effort to scale up counterter-
rorism infrastructure

Concerns raised:

e Law enforcement agencies in India, including
at the border, “face budgetary, staffing, and
equipment constraints”

¢ |ndia lacks new counter-radicalization strate-
gies

e Counter-radicalization strategies piloted by
states are “uneven and based on local interests
and contexts.”

India implemented UNSCR 2396, i.e., United Nations
Security Council Resolution 2396 (It urges member
states to stem the threat posed by foreign terrorist
fighters (FTFs) through measures on Border control,
Criminal justice and Information-sharing and count-
er-extremism)

General Science

REGULATION OF PHARMA DRUGS

Context:

Amid cases of toxic Indian drugs, the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare will create a centralised system of
drug registration under the Central Drugs Control Stan-
dard Organisation (CDSCO) to regulate drug quality.

e The ministry will also repurpose CDSCO’s online
portal Sugam which maintains quality checks on
new drugs.

About CDSCO

CDSCO (under MoHFW) is India’s national regulatory
body for cosmetics, pharmaceuticals and medical de-
vices. It regulates the quality, safety, and efficacy of
drugs including vaccines under the New Drugs and
Clinical Trials Rules 2019, and the Drugs and Cosmetics
Act, 1940.

e (CDSCO is headed by the Drug controller gen-
eral of India (DCGI). DCGI acts as an appellate
authority if there is any dispute with respect to
drug quality.

BISPHENOL A

Context:

Bisphenol A (BPA) can significantly shorten the breed-
ing time of southern house mosquitoes (Culex quing-
uefasciatus) and thereby aid in its quick multiplication

e Culex quinquefasciatus is a major carrier of the
West Nile virus, Rift Valley fever virus and avian
pox in tropical and subtropical countries,

What is BPA?

Bisphenol A is a chemical compound primarily used in
the manufacturing of various plastics, (softening plas-
tics), paints and other products

Plastics quicken mosquito life cycle

A bisphenol A (BPA) concentration of 1 mg/L in wastewater can
shorten the life eycle of mosquitoes from 13 to 10 days

Egg raft
Mo effect by 18 hours due fo

on eqg _ enhanced embryanic
hotchlng/ o \ development

e\

|— The time between larva
and pupa stages reduced
by 10-15 hours due
increased secretion of 20HE,
a steroid hormone, and
phospholipase A2 enzyme

—— Hatehing time reduced

HOW BPA
FAST-TRACKS
THE LIFE CYCLE
OF SOUTHERN
HOUSE
MOSQUITOES

Adult

N

|
No effect on pupal
development

Pupa

Source: Bosed on Bisphenol A acts 0s developmentol agonist n Culex quinguetasciatus
Sav* published in Enwronmental Science and Pollufion Research on May 31

Other impacts of BPA:

On humans: It disrupts the endocrine system by in-
terfering with the hormones and affects the brain and
prostate gland of foetuses, infants, and children.

e The chemical can cause high blood pressure,
diabetes, and cardiovascular disease in adults

e ltcanindirectly aidinthe spread of vector-borne
diseases in humans and animals.

Related News:

A deadly malaria vector from Asia (Anopheles ste-
phensi) has recently been detected in Kenya which
is likely to stifle Kenya’s massive progress in the fight
against malaria. The species is reported to spread
faster in different climatic conditions.

www.insightsonindia.com
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FAB 4/CHIP 4 CHIP ALLIANCE

Context:

A semiconductor alliance comprising the world’s top
producers of semiconductors— the US, Taiwan, Japan,
and South Korea has been convened recently.

Objective:

e Serve as an early warning and mutual reminder
system to ensure a stable supply chain for chip
manufacturers

e Prevent the occurrence of chip shortages and
supply chain disruptions

e To reduce the world’s dependence on China.

India_has limited fabs, or semiconductor fabrication
plants, which manufacture chips and mostly is depen-
dent on imports.

AFTER

Context:
AIIMS Delhi has created AIIMS Facial Toolbox for Emo-
tions Recognition (AFTER)

Usages:
e It will make it easier to treat patients with au-
tism, schizophrenia and depression
e Emotion Recognition Capability can be detect-
ed in people with neuropsychiatric conditions

e Research in the Indian context: The interpreta-
tion of emotion is culturally dependent, so this
culturally sensitive database shows promise for
use in research settings and needs to be validat-
ed in the general population.

‘ORGAN ON A CHIP’

Context:

The recent U.S. Food and Drug Administration Mod-
ernization Act 2.0 has approved computer-based and
experimental alternatives to animals to test new drugs.

e Although using animals, as drug testbeds, will
continue

WEEKLY CURRENT AFFAIRS MACAZINE

What are Organ-on-a-Chips?

They are small devices containing human cells that are
used to mimic the environment in human organs, in-
cluding blood flow and breathing movements, serving
as synthetic environments in which to test new drugs.

Benefits:
e Boost the research and development of Organ
chips

e Reduce the cost of R&D of drugs

e Animal models often poorly mimic human dis-
eases, which has led scientists to develop alter-
native models

e Reduce the chances of contamination and
spread of disease from animals being experi-
mented on.

e Organ chips can be used to develop personal-
ized therapies for individual patients

e Minimize ethical dilemmas associated with the
use of animals for testing (treatment of animal
and their well-being)

In India: Researchers in India are also developing or-
gan-on-a-chip models, including a skin-on-chip mod-
el, which is being tested for studying skin irritation and
toxicity, and a retina-on-chip model.

®

Organ-on-a-Chip

Microenginesring biomimicry of the human body emulates the
function of human organs for biomed|cal and
pharmaceutical applications e

VAIBHAV FELLOWSHIP’ FOR NRI

RESEARCHERS
Context:
Ministry of Science and Technology unveiled
a fellowship to bring Indian-origin research-
ers to higher educational institutions in India

for a maximum period of two months per year

www.insightsonindia.com
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Aim of the fellowship:

It aims to improve the research ecosystem of India’s
higher educational institutions by facilitating academic
and research collaborations with the best institutions
in the world through the mobility of researchers from
overseas institutions to India.

Criteria:
Applicant should be NRI or PIO or OCl and must have
obtained a Ph.D./M. D/M. S degree from a recognized
University.

Other schemes for improving the research

ecosystem in India:
e A 3-tiered graded autonomy regulatory system
has been initiated
e Global Initiative for Academics Network (GIAN)
(to invite distinguished academicians, and ex-
perts from across the world to teach in India)

e National Institutional Ranking Framework was
developed in 2015

e Revitalising Infrastructure and Systems in Edu-
cation (RISE) by 2022 (To upgrade the research
and academic infrastructure in India to global
best standards by 2022)

e Education Quality Upgradation and Inclusion
Programme (EQUIP) (To position at least 50
Indian institutions among the top 1,000 global
universities.

India’s investment in R&D has remained constant at
around 0.6% to 0.7% of India’s GDP. This is below the
expenditure of countries like the US (2.8), China (2.1),
Israel (4.3) and Korea (4.2).

RUSSIAN BOTS TO BOOST INSTA-
GRAM REACH

Context:

High-profile Instagram accounts, with up to 40 million
followers, were allegedly using Russian bots to boost
reach.

Data about the bot service allegedly linked to Russia
was discovered when it started leaking clients’ private
data and messages.

: I._ .
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What are bots?

e A bot is a computer programme designed to
work automatically. It is mainly used to gather
information on the Internet or perform repeti-
tive jobs.

e Bot accounts are especially notorious for spam-
ming, spreading crypto scams and fraudulent
boosting on social media accounts.

e Bots accounts have also been linked to disin-
formation campaigns, targeting political op-
ponents and baiting audiences across several
countries.

Types of bots:

Bad Bofts:
- DDos
- Site Scraping

1)

- - Comment Spam
Good Bots: - SEng:m
- Search Engine . B
Crawling - Vg”'"'*“f"“'ﬂ’
- Website Health canning
Meonitoring
- Vulnerability
Scanning

- Fetching Content
- Powering APIs

Health

BOR THEKERA (GARCINIA PE-
DUNCULATA)

Context:
Medicinal plant commonly called Borthekera in As-
samese found to protect from heart diseases.

About the plant:
e |t is an evergreen tree endemic to South East-
ern Asia.
e Traditionally it is forbidden for raw consump-
tion. Sun-dried slices of ripe fruit are used for
preparing delicacies like “tenga diya masor jol”

www.insightsonindia.com
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(sour fish curry)

e It has therapeutic properties like anti-inflam-
matory, antibacterial, antidiabetic, hypolipid-
emic, nephroprotective, and even neuroprotec-
tive activity.

e |tis also a rich source of antioxidants.

MAD COW DISEASE

Context:
Brazil has halted its beef exports to China after a case of
mad cow disease was confirmed in its northern state.

e Brazilis the largest exporter of Beef in the world
while the USA is the largest producer.

About the Disease:

Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE) (or
simply Mad Cow Disease) is a degenerative,
transmissible, slowly progressive, and fatal infection
that affects the central nervous system of adult cattle.

How is it caused?

It is caused by a protein called a ‘prion’ normally found
on the cell surfaces of cattle. However, the normal
prion protein changes into an abnormal prion protein
and these proteins destroy the nervous system tissue-
the brain and spinal cord.

Mad Cow Disease

Symptoms

ADENOVIRUS

Context:
West Bengal is in the grip of an unprecedented adeno-
virus outbreak.

About Adenovirus:

e Adenoviruses (members of the family Ad-
enoviridae) are medium-sized, non-envel-
oped (without an outer lipid bilayer) viruses with
an icosahedral nucleocapsid containing
a double-stranded DNA genome. Their name
derives from their initial isolation from hu-
man adenoids in 1953.

e Adenovirus is highly contagious. Infections are
common in close-contact settings, such as child-
care centers, schools, hospitals, and summer
camps.

Symptoms:

e common cold or flu-like symptoms

o fever

e sore throat

e acute bronchitis (inflammation of the airways of
the lungs, sometimes called a “chest cold”)

e pneumonia (infection of the lungs)

e pink eye (conjunctivitis)

e acute gastroenteritis (inflammation of the stom-
ach or intestines causing diarrhea, vomiting,
nausea and stomach pain)

Treatment:

There is no specific treatment for an adenovirus infec-
tion — the route is largely one of providing supportive
care.

Adenaovirus Structure
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DNA VACCINE AGAINST DENGUE

Context:

In a significant development in DNA vaccination re-
search, India’s first and only DNA vaccine candidate
for dengue has shown promising results.

About DNA Vaccines:

www.insightsonindia.com
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e A DNA vaccine is a vaccine that puts a specific
DNA sequence that codes for an antigen into an
organism’s cells to trigger an immune response.

e The world’s first DNA vaccine—ZyCoV-D, devel-
oped by Zydus Cadila—was approved in 2021
for emergency use against COVID-19.

Why developing an effective DNA vaccine for
dengue is tough?

e Because it is caused by four closely related
viruses—DEN-1, DEN-2, DEN-3 and DEN-4—
called serotypes.

e Each one interacts differently with antibodies
in human blood. A person infected with DEN-
1 is then protected against it for life, but not
against the other three serotypes. An ideal vac-
cine must target all serotypes.

Conventional DNA
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Space

WHAT IS THE ALMA TELESCOPE,
THAT WILL SOON GET A ‘NEW
BRAIN'?

Context:

The Atacama Large Millimetre/submillimetre Array
ALMA) — a radio telescope comprising 66 antennas—
is set to get software and hardware upgrades that will
help it collect much more data and produce sharper im-

ages than ever before.

ALMA is operated under a partnership among the
United States, 16 countries in Europe, Canada, Japan,
South Korea, Taiwan, and Chile

What is ALMA?

ALMA is a state-of-the-art telescope that studies ce-
lestial objects at millimetre and submillimetre wave-
lengths — they can penetrate through dust clouds and
help astronomers examine dim and distant galaxies
and stars out there. It also has extraordinary sensitivi-
ty, which allows it to detect even extremely faint radio
signals.

Alma Observatory at high altitude in Atacama desert

Capacity: 65 artennag
Area: 7,240 s m

Array of antennas

Why Chile:

e The millimetre and submillimetre waves ob-
served by it are very susceptible to atmospheric
water vapour absorption on Earth.

e The desert is the driest place in the world,
meaning most of the nights here are clear of
clouds and free of light-distorting moisture —
making it a perfect location for examining the
universe.

What are some of the notable discoveries

made by ALMA?

e One of the earliest findings came in 2013 when
it discovered starburst galaxies earlier in the
universe’s history than they were previously
thought to have existed.

e ALMA provided detailed images of the proto-
planetary disc surrounding HL Tauri — a very
young T Tauri star in the constellation Taurus,
approximately 450 light years from Earth

www.insightsonindia.com
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In 2015, the telescope helped scientists ob-
serve a phenomenon known as the Einstein
ring, which occurs when light from a galaxy or
star passes by a massive object en route to the
Earth, in extraordinary detail.

DOES SPACE WEATHER CAUSE
FLIGHT DELAYS?

Context:

A new study has revealed that Bad space weather can
cause safety issues during air travel and result in flight
delays.

What is Space Weather?

It describes the conditions in the region of space close
to the earth, especially the presence of Solar wind, Cor-
onal Mass ejections, Geomagnetic storms and charged
particles emitted by the sun, which can affect human
activity and technology.

Solar wind

A steady stream of charged particles —

such as electrons, pretons and helium nuclei —
and magnetic fields from the sun.

Coronal mass ejection
A large eruption of
electrically charged gas
and magnetic fields from
the sun that is accelerated
into space by the

solar wind.

Geomagnetic storm

A major disturbance in Earth's
magnetic field caused by a large
influx of energy from the solar
wind. The largest storms happen
when a CME reaches Earth.

Environment

WORLD SUSTAINABLE DEVEL-
OPMENT SUMMIT (WSDS) CON-
CLUDES

B www.insightsonindia.com
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w WSDS 2023

Context: The 22nd edition of the World Sustainable
Development Summit concluded in New Delhi

Theme: "Mainstreaming
Sustainable
Development and
Climate Resilience for
Collective Action”.

About WSDS:

It is the annual flagship event of The Energy and
Resources Institute (TERI). It is the sole Summit on
global issues taking place in the developing world. It
provides a platform for global leaders and practitioners
to discuss and deliberate over issues of universal
importance.

About TERI:

TERI (est. 1974, HQ: New
Delhi) is an independent
think-tank, multi-
dimensional organization,
with expertise in research,
policy, consultancy and

implementation. It ¥
conducts research for

sustainable development of

India and the Global South.

Environmenial Viability
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4
Equaitability values

Sustainable development: Development which meets the needs of the present
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own
needs (Brundtland Commissien in its report Our Common Future (1987))

Key takeaways from the Summit:
e Government’s approach:
=  Focus on the collective approach to en-
vironment conservation

= 10-point Act4Earth Manifesto: It en-
capsulated the key messages emerging
from the deliberations

= Need for a paradigm shift from a coun-
try-centric approach to a people-centric
approach to climate action at the global
level.

e |[ssues discussed:

= Climate finance

= Equitable access to sustainable devel-
opment

= Need for a balance between reducing
fossil fuels and transitioning to renew-
able energy

=  Green Development Pact

= Equity and climate justice

= Driving and financing sustainable de-
velopment

® Inclusive green growth

= Energy transitions

Origin of WS: 2001 (previously known as Delhi Sustain-
able Development Summit) TERI established the Sus-
tainable Development Leadership Award (in 2005):
2022 award was given to Michael Rubens Bloomberg
(American Philanthropist)
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Related news:

India is falling behind in achieving more than 50% of
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), as per
the study published in the Lancet journal.

e Over 75% of Indian districts are off target for
eight crucial indicators including poverty, anae-
mia, child marriage, etc.

¢ India is faring well on bank accounts for women,
birth registration, internet use, electricity access,
full vaccination, birth registration, and lowering of

child marriage.

Climate Change

PHYTOPLANKTON BLOOMS

Context:

Huge blooms of phytoplankton — microscopic algae
floating on the ocean’s surface — have become larger
and more frequent along the world’s coastlines.

e Marine animals such as fish and whales eat
phytoplankton

e It can be toxic in large amounts, starving the
ocean of oxygen and leading to “dead zones”
that wreak chaos on the food chain and fish-
eries.

Reason for increase in phytoplankton blooms:
e Warmer sea surface temperatures appear to be
behind the boom.

e Changesin climate can also mess with ocean cir-
culation, affecting the mixing between ocean
layers and how nutrients move around the
ocean.

e Human development also plays a role. Fertil-
izer runoff from agriculture can spike nutrient
loads in the ocean, leading to blooms.

SIMPLIFYING (45 EXAR PREFARATION

Species in News

AZTEC HUMMINGBIRDS, INDIAN
SUNBIRDS

Context:

A recent study has found that the loss of a gene (FBP2)
in Hummingbirds has made them more efficient at
breaking down sugar molecules to use for energy during
their fast-hovering flight.

Hummingbird and Indian Sunbird W

sArecent study has found that the loss of a gene (FBP2) in Hummingbirds ha
made them more efficient at breaking down sugar molecules to use for
energy during their fast-hovering flight.

About Indian Sunbirds
* They are unrelated to

About Hummingbird
Native to the American continent

Found in Iridescent colours

Aztecs referred to them as Huitzilin
or ‘A ray of sun’

Size: small birds (5 cm long and
weighs 2 grams)

= A humming sound comes from the
birds’ beating the wings up to 50
times per second.

Manoeuvrabllity: Can fly backwards
Hummingbirds have the highest
metabolic rate (calories burnt per
minute) among vertebrates,

= Mimicry and Dance: Hummingbirds
are capable of vocal mimicry like

Hummingbirds but share many
common features through
convergent evolution.

* They are slightly larger than

Hummingbirds.

= They can hover briefly (like

Hummingbirds), and go for bright,
tubular flowers.

+ They are critical pollinators of the

‘Flame of the Forest’ (a leguminous
tree native to Eastern India and
Myanmar, having hanging clusters
of scarlet flowers)

+ Habitat: in Africa, South Asia, the

Related News:

WMO: Hottest year ever in next three, 1.5 degrees
Celsius to be breached

According to the World Meteorological Organiza-
tion’s (WMO) latest El Nifio Southern Oscillation
(ENSO) update, there is a 93 per cent chance that one
of the years until 2026 would be the warmest year

ever recorded because of an impending El Nifo.

parrots and some songhirds. Middle East, and northern
Australia.
Wisit insights 1AS CA Daily for detailed News
About Aztecs:

The Aztecs were a Mesoamerican culture that flour-
ished in central Mexico in the post-classic period from
1300 to 1521.

JERDON’S NARROW-MOUTHED
FROG (UPERODON MONTANUS)

Context:

The Jerdon’s narrow-mouthed frog, a montane species
found in the Western Ghats, has been rediscovered af-
ter 89 years by a group of zoologists.

e |UCN: ‘Near Threatened’, but researchers are
campaigning for it to be classified as ‘Endan-
gered.

www.insightsonindia.com
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About Frogs:

Frogs (amphibians) are both predators and prey
in many ecosystems. They help control insect pop-
ulations and are also indicator species, meaning
their presence or absence can indicate the overall
health of an ecosystem. In India, 380 species of frogs
and toads have been recorded to date.

About Western Ghats:

The Western Ghats are mountain ranges spanning six
Indian states. It is a hotspot of biodiversity, with high
levels of endemism and evergreen forests. It is also
known as the Great Escarpment of India and is a UN-
ESCO World Heritage Site.

Defence

MILITARY EXERCISES IN NEWS
India-Japan:
e Exercise Shinyuu Maitri: Indian Air Force (IAF)
with the Japan Air Self-Defence Force (JASDF).
= It has been organized on the sidelines

of the Indo-Japan Joint Army Exercise,
Dharma Guardian.

Multi-nation Exercise that India is participat-
ing:

e Exercise Desert Flag VIIlI in UAE: It is an annu-
al air exercise in which Air Forces from UAE,
France, Kuwait, Australia, etc. participate

e Exercise Cobra Warrior in the UK: Exercise Co-
bra Warrior is run twice a year and is the largest
air exercise run by the Royal Air Force (UK)

Related News:
PALM 400

Indian Army testing armed drone variants—’aeri-
al targeting system’ called PALM 400—in Pokhran
(Rajasthan). It is an armed remotely piloted vehicle
(RPV) built by AVision Systems (a joint venture be-
tween Israeli and Indian firms). It picks out its target
and fires an armour-penetrating projectile from the

top - where the target’s armour protection is the least.

CONTENT FOR MAINS ENRICHMENT (ETHICS/
ESSAY):

Kutirs:
knowledge

sources

shrubs, and fuelwood.

Huts of | The tribal villages in Nayagarh district, Odisha have set up kutirs or small huts at the edge
of the forested areas where women of the villages meet once a month to:

e Share their knowledge on how their families have benefited from the forest re-

e Discuss how to best protect the forest
e Educate the residents, particularly youth, on how to sustainably manage herbs,

Impact: The five villages that set up kutirs applied for community rights and community
forest resource rights and three of them received both titles in November 2021.

Strawberry Farm-

Farmers belonging to the Chuktia Bhunjia tribe (a PVTG) in Sunabeda, Odisha (in the trop-
ing ical deciduous forest of the Sunabeda Wildlife Sanctuary) have successfully cultivated
strawberries as part of a government-sponsored program.

In Mahabaleshwar (Maharashtra), 80% of India’s strawberries are produced.

Aadi Mahotsav

A national tribal festival promoted by TRIFED (under the Ministry of Tribal Affairs)

ﬁ www.insightsonindia.com
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Bendable Con-
crete

Engineers are developing CO2-infused concrete that sequesters greenhouse gases and is
stronger, and even bendable.
Issues with Concrete:

e Cement production accounts for 7% of global carbon dioxide emissions.

e Concrete is one of the most-used resources on Earth, with an estimated 26 billion

tons produced annually worldwide. It has a high carbon footprint.

What is Bendable Concrete?
Bendable concrete can bend under pressure without rupturing. It makes infrastructure
safer, extends its service life and reduces maintenance costs and resource use.

Bandicoots for
manhole cleaning

Bandicoot Robot

e |t is the world’s first robotic scavenger (indigenously made by Kerala-based
Genrobotics)
e |trecently bagged the ‘Kerala Pride’ award
Under the Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act
(PEMSR), 2013, Manual scavenging is banned in India. National Action for Mechanised San-
itation Ecosystem (NAMASTE) is an initiative by MoSJ&E and MoHUA.

‘Anmol Jeevan
Abhiyan’

(R)'s Barmer Dis-
trict)

The district has seen a surge in cases of women allegedly jumping to their deaths with their
children in tanks and wells following marital disputes.

In response, the district administration, UNICEF, and Action Aid have launched the ‘Precious
Life Campaign’, which encourages the addition of hand pumps and locked covers to the large
tanks or ‘tankas’ traditionally built for collecting rainwater in the rural areas.

e The hand pumps- prevent accidents and suicides + provides water.
e Tankas with locked covers reduce the accessibility and prompts those with suicidal
tendencies to have second thoughts.
e A round-the-clock helpline
e The ‘Har Din Hai Man Ka Din’ awareness programme has been introduced in schools.
Impact: The campaign has already equipped 130 tankas in one panchayat area with hand
pumps, and the reports of suicides have gradually reduced.

www.insightsonindia.com



https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/03/14/manual-scavenging/
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1852627
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1852627

" INSIGHTSIAS

WEEKLY CURRENT AFFAIRS MACAZINE

‘math is not for a
girl’

Various research has shown that the representation of females in Science, Technology, En-
gineering, and Mathematics (STEM) or other math-intensive fields and careers remains far
from ‘fair’ or desirable.

More social norms than ‘ability’

e ‘“science and maths are meant for boys and arts and humanities for girls” is reflective
of the kind of stereotyping that parents, relatives/neighbours, and even schoolteach-
ers push.

There is a need for developing interventions that enhance attendance and academic perfor-
mance for girls.

e Targeted behavioural interventions can curb the gender stereotyping at the house-
hold, societal, and school levels.

e References to female mathematicians in textbooks, female names, and characters in
word problems, and providing exposure to female role models in STEM fields in the
course curriculum are among other simple tweaks that are worth trying and likely to
be beneficial.

Cultural Burns and

New research: Traditional fire burning practices or ‘cultural burns’ by indigenous Austra-
lians can help protect the iconic koala.

Area-based Con-
servation Mea-
sures (OECMs)

the Koala e ‘Cultural Burns’ - cooler, lower, and slower than hot fires, encouraging the regen-
eration of suitable native plants while controlling other species (like banksias and
wattle) to reduce the risk of fire reaching the canopy where koalas lived.

e The United Nations has noted that traditional knowledge of land management, in-
cluding the use of fire to manage fuel, can be an effective way of reducing wildfire
hazards.

‘Koala’ - They are arboreal herbivorous marsupial native to Australia. The koala is one of]
110 priority species that the Australian government aims to save from extinction over the
next 10 years.

Other Effective OECMs are areas outside of protected areas that are governed and managed to achieve

effective conservation of biodiversity.

e Examples of OECMs: agricultural systems, conserved water catchments, locally
managed marine areas, and other high conservation value areas.
e Recognised by Convention on Biological diversity guidelines in 2018.

Significance:
e Provide support for effective long-term conservation efforts outside of designated
protected areas.
e Promote equitable governance, and positive conservation outcomes, supporting
threatened species recovery, supporting sustainable livelihoods, and addressing cli-
mate change.

www.insightsonindia.com
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Climate Justice Climate justice is a concept that addresses the just division, fair sharing, and equitable
distribution of the burdens of climate change and its mitigation and responsibilities to deal
with climate change.

e A group of 16 countries, led by Vanuatu, is seeking an advisory opinion from the
International Court of Justice (ICJ) on “What are the legal consequences for states
that have caused significant harm to the climate system and vulnerable states”.

e The Commission of Small Island States on Climate Change and International Law
has also sought the advisory opinion of the International Tribunal for the Law
of the Sea (ITLOS) on the specific obligations of countries about preventing, con-
trolling, and reducing pollution of the marine environment.

Ornamental fish | The Lakshadweep islands are introducing community-based ornamental fish aquaculture.
aquaculture in e Technical support from the ICAR-National Bureau of Fish Genetic Resources (NBF-
Lakshadweep GR) helped train 77 women in ornamental fish aquaculture.

Values that can be extracted from the example:

e Empowerment of women

e Importance of sustainable economic activities in regions with limited resources.

e Use of environment-friendly techniques in aquaculture.

e Collaboration between government agencies and local communities for develop-
ment.

Social Justice

WHO INDIA: AGAINST HEARING DISABILITY

e Rizwana, a final year MBBS student at the Government Medical College Hospital, Kottayam, was born
with a hearing impairment.

e However, her parents’ determination and grit made it possible for her to hear and speak normally, even
though she received cochlear implantation at the age of six.

e Her story is being used by WHO India to promote early newborn screening and consistent interventions,
which can help save many hearing-impaired children from a lifetime of disability.

WHO India: Using Rizwana's story to promote early \1’
newborn screening and consistent interventions

Cochlear Implant Scheme
(children up to the age of 5
years are operated free of

cost) is being run under

Assistance to Disabled

Persons for Purchase /
Fitting of Aids and

Appliances (ADIP) scheme

(Ministry of Social Justice

and Empowerment)

The cochlear implant is
a prosthetic device, a
part of which is

J surgically implanted

 inside the cochlea.
Rizwana, a final year MBBS student

A%

WHO estimates that 63 million people in India have hearing impairment, and at
least 60% of children with congenital hearing disorders can be saved through
universal hearing screening and early interventions.

Vicit Incichte 1A% A Nailv far datailad Newe
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Women Empowerment

NAGALAND GETS ITS FIRST WOMEN MLAS

W Nagaland gets its first women MLAs

Nagaland Assembly (in the 2023 Nagaland Assembly

elections) since Nagaland gained statehood in 1963. _

North-Eastern States are socially empowered
but politically underrepresented
| . Meanwhile, States such as Bihar, Rajasthan,

N " _ and West Bengal, which fare poorly in
il , various women empowerment indicators,
| 2 ’\ have had better representation of women in
Hekani Jakhalu (left) and their legislatures.
Salhoutuonuo Kruse

Hekani Jakhalu and Salhoutuonuo Kruse made history by
becoming the first woman to be elected to the 60-member n:

Reasons for this phenomenon:

» Patriarchal Culture

e Lack of Political Will: The political leadership in the North East region has
not prioritized women's political representation, and there is a lack of
political will to address the issue.

» Poor Infrastructure: Lack of roads, electricity, and water supply can make it
difficult for women to participate in politics, particularly in rural areas.

* Low Literacy Levels: Despite higher rates of school attendance for women
in the region, overall literacy rates are low, particularly in rural areas.

e Insurgency and Conflict: Many women in the region may not feel safe
engaging with political processes, particularly in areas that are affected by

conflict. Visit Insights IAS CA Daily for detailed News

Sports

VALUE-BASED EDUCATION IN SPORTS

H www.insightsonindia.com
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The National Anti-Doping Agency (NADA) and National Council of
Educational Research and Training (NCERT) have signed a Memorandum

of Understanding (MoU) to enhance value-based sports education
among school children and teachers.

Aim: The collaboration aims to d . | O
raise awareness about clean sport , . A
and promote sports values. , (D

List of values that can be derived Key activities:
from sports: ¢ Developing e-content on sports
f# Teamwork values and ethics
ff Leadership: Learning to lead and * Promoting the UNESCO Value
take charge when the situation Based Sports Education toolkit in
demands it. every classroom.

i Discipline: Understanding the
importance of following rules and
regulations

ff Fair play and Sportsmanship: Learning to win and lose gracefully and
respecting opponents.

ff Perseverance: The importance of not giving up.

i Responsibility: Taking responsibility for one's actions and decisions.

ff Integrity: The importance of being honest, transparent, and ethical

ff Self-confidence: Learning to believe in oneself and one's abilities, and
being able to take calculated risks. Visit Insights IAS CA Daily for detailed News

www.insightsonindia.com
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Our founder & director, Vinay Sir, with 120 toppers of UPSC CSE-2021
at the Felicitation Ceremony conducted at Bengaluru.

A LITTLE MORE LIGHT

ICHNITING IMACINATION, |INSPIRING ACTION

Have you subscribed to our podcast channel yet?
Join us every week & listen to stories that will
reignite your imagination & inspire meaningful actions!

ﬁ www.insightsonindia.com
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ANNOQUNCING THE NEW INSIGHTS |AS
TOLL FREE NUMBER !

08069405205
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CALL US AT THIS HUMBER TO CONNECT TO ANY QOF OUR BRAHCHES
FORGQUICK & EasSY RESOLUTION OF ALL YOLR QUERIES!

s
BENGALURL | DELHI | HYDERABAD | LUCKNGOW | SRINAGAR | DHARWAD

@ suppartginsighisios com | corcersginsighcshas. cam | odmisskars&insghtslasoom

@ WOWWLINSIGHT SN INDIACOM | INSTACOURSES INSIGHTSOHIND A .COM

INTEGRATED FOUMDATION PROGRAM:

OGP 2024 V==

OFFLIME & ONLINE GUIDAMCE PROGRAM BATCH STARTS FROM
h
BATCH-4 IN BENGALURU WS AERR, 2023

Full-fledged Integrated
clﬂsi‘? oom Pl’ﬂq ram Fﬂl freihers mﬁm‘m

(G ) Offline Classes - Online Classes :

1,25,000/- 1,12,000/-

incl tones Incl taxes

INSIGHTSIAS
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INSTA 75 DAYS
REVISION PLAN
FOR UPSC
PRELIMS 2023

Early Bird 109% Discount
Offer: il 31st Mar. 2023

FEATURES OF THE PLAN: STARTS ON: 14TH MARCH 2023

We hCIVE bugged - 1

el * Itis FREE!

h'“"'“ . + Comprehensive coverage of the Prelims syllabus with

ith 1804 ¢

h;n UPSC ;;Es sources & micro topics given
Ao « REVISION & REPETITION: 3 Revisions of each
SPECIAL FEATURES: subject/material

PRACTICE: Sclve full-length Prelims Tests and a mini 25 GS «

Student-centric, 7 Daily & Weekly revision tests 5 CSAT guestion test evaryday!

siude'n’r-Frien-dw v for Prelims & Mains and Full- « CSATisincluded

learning environment length  tests  ofter  the i 5

with focus on outcomes completion of every subject * You will be covering: the NCERTs, standard books, Insta

Rewvision Medules for each subject. monthly compilations of
Current Affairs & our quizzes

. ETHICS, ESSAY & 3 & Free access Integrated
="} CSAT Classes are Lage o to All India coverage of « Coverage of PYQs of the last 22 years!
Byl=yt  ntegrated & FEETY Prelimy Teut Prading & + SELF-ASSESSMENT with MITRA Sheet
AR given prominence Series Mains syllobus SELE-ASSESS i St e e
Bengalury Sffice: DOalhi Cffice: Conlear:

© Bengaluru Office: O Mail @ Contact g Haniales Wb vini Crmyeben e Misos: e n.’:q:l..l =|..:T::.,|..n.r.- Rl ek ® DBOES405205
Handa Ashirwad Compex, 3¢l Floor, e Alerec ¥ Ik Hupor oy . Dok Huger Reriredar Hager, Husa Db - 1000
Abave Vilkags Hyper barkst, Duaraho Magar, support@insightsios.com 08069405205 Chatdes leyaunt b ranz, Eargalira - 56007, @ sunpeehimighin s

Chandre koyeut main rood, Bergelury - 550072

www.insightsonindia.com | instacourses insightsonindia.com wvew insightsonindla.com | instaceurses insightsonindla.com
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STEP UP: FREE OPEN MOCK TESTS
for UPSC CSE PRELIMS 2023

TEST DATES

ONLINE & OFFLINE

25th Dec 2022 | Test1 GS T

15thJan 2023 | Test2 GS =R S

12th Feb 2023 | Test3 GS et e e
: i Mediums

19th Feb 2023 | CSAT Test 1

12th Mar 2023 | Test4 GS REGISTER HERE

16th Apr 2023 | Test5 GS

23rd Apr 2023 | CSAT Test 2 ek B

14th May 2023 | Test6 | GS o

21st May 2023 | CSAT Test 3

Fee Structure:
Offline Classes :

1,15,000/-

incl taves

BATCH1 IN DELHI

OGP 2024

Online Classes :
1,12,000/-

incl. taxes

Early Bird 10% Discount

OFFLINE & ONLINE GUIDANCE PROGRAM
Offer :  till 31st Dec. 2022

OGP We have bagged

spectacular results

with 180 ranks i
Excellence (. " om”
5 o Mail:
Q E-fol l':l.dc:'it?rc:;do Bozar Rd, Old 2 1upport@intightiiascom MT?;S:IMTS
Rajinder Magar, Mew Delhi - N00&0 @ EEE;E-EB 5005 16TH JAN. 2023

www.insightsonindia.com | instacourses.insightsonindia.com

IPM s,

(INTEGRATED PRELIMS-CUM-MAINS) TEST SERIES FOR UPSC CSE 2024

SCHOLARSHIP TEST

e “cholarship Test details SEEEEEEEIEEEE
1]

t  Top 5 Ranks - 100% Scholarship i

E frae IPM test series 2024 worth s, 37,500/~ |

| Rarhke5-25: 25% Scholarship i

Ranks 26-50: 15% Scholarship )

Rarks 51 100: 10% Schalarship |

1

T

1

1

1

1

Bonus (Hfar: Free MAING
test serias(-WIL 2024} upon
coampletion ak oll the
PRELTMS & BLAIME Tty
[with minimurn 103 morks!

Specinl Schalorship For Famals oxpirants
Top 5 Ferale cepirants: 1005 scholarship

Speclal Sebhalarship for Speclalby-abled & i
Transgendar Candidotss : 50% discount ; e
! X

Starts on: 27th March 2023 Feae: Rs, 39,500/-

= Provides a SIHGLE timetable that comprehens|wely covers oth the Prellms & Mains Syllabus
= 106 kest in total Prelime : 54 Tests] 38 65+ 16 CSAT) | Mains: 52 Tests { 42 65 + 1D ESSAYS)
+ EBS [Esaential, Breakthrough & Simulation) Approach:

= ESSENTIAL: build the basics.

o BREAHTHROLIGH: tasts tha ability to link facts and concagts with Curvent Affairs,

o SIMULATION: test yourself in an exam-lke environment Olel waalisr ribsas
»  Persanalised one-on-one Mentorship diseoun® : 19%
+ Time-Bound & Holistic Evaluation =

Enily Bird
r High-guality guastien papers, detmiled synopsis & post-test Discussions discount : D%
CEE

= Guarantead evaluation of 2 SECLIRE Answers (L EER R

Bengolury  Belhi Lecknow Hyderobad | Srinagar Dharsod  Mysury | Bellydi

@ CBCGIS05I05 © suppert@insightsles com
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TEP UP
SERIES 2023

STMULATIGHN TISTE TC CNITANCE
FREMARATION FORUPSE URELIMS
FREE ALL INDIA

OFEN MOCK TESTS

FOR UPSC PRELIMS 2023

CSAT TEST -1
ON 19TH FEB, 2023

ARG STRA HFEE- TREISTAA HFRE-

55 Tuali avmilable in bath English & Hindi aoadium
Availoble in Bath QMLIME & 9FFUME mode in oll our oentres
[Bengalury, Belhi, Hpderabod, Srinogor, Bharwod & Lecknow)

E [cainhiz L& S

08055405205 support@insightsios, com

UPSC PRELIMS 2023

INSIGHTS IAS - PRELIMS ASSESSMENT SERIES

FEATURES:

« Brand new Questions- No repetition fram our test series

CSAT pnssugesn"RC |:|',,r Oxford. will be more unu|yiicui & upto

the standords of UPSC

Each Test will include 70 statement-based & analytical

questions

« 12 G5 & 4 CSAT Full-length high quality tests

High quality synopsis will be provided

Value-Added Magazine will be provided(PRIME Magaozine)

+ Retakes will be enobled 50 days before prelims 2023
Available in Offlineg & Online Maodes

Starts on:
20th March
2023

Eee Structure;
Rs.3000/-

Early Bird 10% Discount
Offer : till 10th Mar. 2023

5% Discount

il 194k Mar. 2023
old subscriber discount : 10%

Register here:

Wt Series i valid 611 UPSLCSLE Prelines 2023

@ DEQLSO405205 a supporbi@inzightsios.cam
a Bengoluru | Delhi | Hyderabad | Lucknow | Srinagar | Mysuru | Belludi

werieinsightannindia.cam | instaeourses ingighrsoning la.corn

wrwsinsightsanindia com | instacourses insightsanindia.com

www.insightsonindia.com
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2024
TEST SERIES

(INTEGRATED PRELIMS-CUM-MAINS) TEST SERIES FOR UPSC CSE 2024

STARTS ON 27TH MARCH 2023

B =y
Bonus Offer: Free MAINS Test
series |post Prelims : I-WIL
2024) upon completion of ol
the PRELIMS & MAINS Tests
(with minimum 10% marks) on
the scheduled date.

Provides a SINGLE timetable that
comprehensively covers both the Prelims &
Mains Syllabus

106 tests in total: Prelims: 54 Tests{ 38 GS +
16 CSAT) | Mains: 52 Tests (42 GS +10

ESSAYS)
EBS (Essential, Breakthrough & Simulation) Fee: Rs. 39,500/-
Approach: Old subscriber
o ESSENTIAL: build the basics. discount : 10%
: BREAKTHROUGH: tests the ability to link
Early Bird

facts and concepts with Current Affairs.
o SIMULATION: test yourself in an exam-like
environment

discount : 10% i mib March 2023

Personalised one-on-one Mentorship
Time-Bound & Holistic Evaluation
High-quality question papers, detailed

synopsis & post-test Discussions

+ Guaranteed evaluation of 2 SECURE Answers

INSTA PRELIMS TEST
SERIES 2024 (1.0)

Face the Uncertainty with Confidence

Textbook Based Prelims Test Series Full Package:
54 Tests (38 GS + 16 CSAT)
Starts from 2nd April. 2023, Fees: Rs. 11,500/~

Textbook Based Prelims Test Series ONLY GS:
38 G5 Tests

Starts from 2nd April. 2023, Fees: Rs. 10,000/-
Subjectwise Prelims Test Series :

54 Tests (38 G5 + 16 CSAT)

Starts from 27th Mar. 2023, Fees: Rs. 11,500/

Subjectwise Prelims Test Series ONLY GS:
38 GS Tests

Starts from 27th Mar. 2023, Fees: Rs. 10,000/-

OMNLY CSAT :
16 Tests
Starts from 20th April 2023, Fees: Rs. 4,500/

COMBIMED PRELIMS TEST SERIES :
82 Tests (66 G5 + 16 CSAT)
Starts from 27th Mar. 2023, Fees: Rs, 17,500/

Early Bird Offer:
10% on
till 20¢th Mar. 2023

0Old Subscriber:

10% onr

SUBSCRIBE HERE :

Al New Features of Insights Prefims Test 5

* GUIDANCE OVER ZOOM SESSIONS every 15 days
* Doubts Clarification on DISQUS platform by a dedicated team
= Softcopy of PRIME notes (Pre-cum-Mains Enrichment notesiprovided

spacial FRaturas of OMIne Tent Serie:

* Instant OFfline results

€} Branches © Mail: ® Contoct:
Bengelury | Celhi | Lucknow | Hyderabmd . "
Sriagar | Gharwasd | e | Bl supporliaaightiinscsm 08069405205
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YLM(YEAR-LONG MAINS)
TEST SERIES 1.0

FOR UPSC CSE 2024
ADMISSIONS OPEN

+ 52 Mains Tests in EBS Approach
Essential : build your basics
Breakthrough : interlinking the syllabus
Simuletion : Test your preparation
» Flexibility in Mode and Timings
* Preparatory Classes & Post-Test Discussions
* Mentership - Personalised feedback for every test
+» Value Added Material: The PRIME Magazine (soft copy)
+ 2 SECURE Answers will be reviewed daily
+ GUIDANCE OVER ZOOM SESSIONS every 15 days by

Early Bird

Offer
10% orr

till 1st Apr. 2023

Old Subscriber:

10% o

Vinay Sir & Experts
« Doubts Clarification on DISQUS platform by a
dedicated team
+ Timely & Holistic Evaluation by an expert team
+ High-quality synopsis will be provided

Fee:

Full Package: 25 500/-
Only GS: Rs. 24,000/-
Only Essay: Rs. 6,500/-
Only Ethics: Rs. 6,500/-

(Inel. taxes)
Time Table:
@ Branches O Mail: ® Contoct
Bengate | Balhi | Lucknaw | Hysdershod | . )
Somone 1 Bharwed | Wypars | Seldl sampOrinsighisios con 08069405205
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INTENSIVE INTEGRATED FOUNDATION PROGRRAM WITH FOCUS O REVISION & PRACTICE

SUPER 0GP

FOR UPSC GSE 2024 AT DELHI - STARTS DN 10TH RPRIL,2023

A unique and tha first-of-As-kind program: SUPER OGP & an Integrated Foundation Coursa
[OGR-Offfne & Onlina Guidance Program] Coupled with Integrated Revision & Frelims-cum-Mains Test Series{IRFM)

M) ST N 3K
* DISCIPLINED &
PRACTICE THROUGH 1
PRELIMS & MAING provred -

MAIN FEATURES

+ Emphass on wbject-wise completion & periedic revision tewts. Comprahansive closes will ko be conducted
for Ethics, Essay, CEAT & Current Affairs

« Broce yoursalf for o chollengirs journey of writing almost 100+ full-length mains tests, esch containing 20
thoughtfuly crofted questions thot will put your knowbadge & critical thinking te the test.

+ Qur innovative approach integrates concept-based EQUIP classas with the testing phase, ensuring o holistic
leorning experience that is both intensiee and effective

+ We don't stop of just mperting knowledge; we beleve in pushing owr students to thair limits with daily answer
writing proctices, providing feedback and guidonce o halp you refina your skills ond sharpen your edge.

+ We believe thot criticol thinking is the key to success, which is why we stort eorly with answer-writing and
‘assay writing exercies to tran your mind to think critically and inncvathvely

+ Our rigorous program includas ower 50+ full-length prelims tests to hone yeur MCQ skille and teach you the art
of mtefigent guessing, ensurng that you ace fully pregared to tackle any challenge that comes your way. The
Prelims Tosts will bo conducted avery week.

« We urderstond the importonce of essoys in the UPSC Exam, which is why we conduct fortnightly essoy tests o
help you master the art of essay writing. The tests will be followed by Essay discustion classes.

+ Parfermanca monitaring thraugh P alizod on-ona M by dadicatad, profassional mantors.

OGP EXCELLENCE

Eee Structure
Offlme & Ondine Clowses -
Fees: Rs.1,35,000/-
incl, Yaxes Pt
Early Bird Offer ; W have bagged epectocular results with 180+ ranks in UPSC CSE 3091
10% Discount @ Delhi Office © ol @ Contact:
#ll 5th April. 3093 B30 T Ko D WL L wpporti@nsightiioscem  OBOGS405205
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