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A recent book has highlighted how cli-

mate and geography in昀氀uenced early 
civilizations. 

 

Indus Valley Civilisation di昀昀ers from 
other ancient civilizations because 
inequality levels were far lower than in 
other civilizations.

Indus Valley Civilisation
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GS1

Indian culture 

ANTIQUITIES ABROAD: WHAT IN-
DIAN, INTERNATIONAL LAWS SAY

Context: 
According to an RTI, only 486 an琀椀qui琀椀es have been re-

ported as missing (since Independence) from the 3,696 
monuments protected and maintained by the ASI.

What is an琀椀quity?
• India’s An琀椀qui琀椀es and Art Treasures Act (AATA), 

1972, de昀椀nes “an琀椀quity” as any coin, sculpture, 
pain琀椀ng, epigraph or other work of art or cra昀琀s-

manship that has been in existence for not less 
than 100 years.
	For a manuscript, record or other docu-

ments which are of scien琀椀昀椀c, historical, 
literary, or aesthe琀椀c value, this dura-
琀椀on is not less than 75 years.

• The UNESCO 1970 Conven琀椀on de昀椀nes “cultur-

al property” as the one designated by countries 
having importance for archaeology, prehistory, 
history, literature, art or science.

How have Indian laws rela琀椀ng to the country’s 
heritage evolved?

• Before Independence, the An琀椀qui琀椀es (Export 
Control) Act 1947 ensured that no an琀椀quity 
could be exported without a license.

• A昀琀er Independence,

	All the Union, State and Concurrent 
Lists of the Schedule VII of the Indian 
Cons琀椀tu琀椀on deal with the country’s 
heritage.

	In 1958, The Ancient Monuments and 
Archaeological Sites and Remains Act 
was enacted. 

	A few incidents of the昀琀 of an琀椀qui琀椀es 
along with the UNESCO conven琀椀on 
(1970), prompted the government to 
enact the AATA 1972.

Salient provisions of the AATA 1972:
• Other than the Central Government, no person 

can export any an琀椀quity or art treasure.
• No person can carry on the business of selling 

any an琀椀quity except in accordance with the 
terms and condi琀椀ons of a licence - granted by 
the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI). 

• A昀琀er the AATA was implemented (1976), the 
Centre asked traders in an琀椀qui琀椀es and art ob-

jects to declare their possessions of an琀椀qui琀椀es.
• Every person who owns, controls or is in posses-

sion of any an琀椀quity shall register such an琀椀qui-
ty and obtain a cer琀椀昀椀cate.
	What is the ‘provenance’ of an琀椀quity? 

It includes the list of all owners from 
the 琀椀me the object le昀琀 its maker’s pos-
session to the 琀椀me it was acquired by 
the current owner.

Registered an琀椀qui琀椀es in India: 
So far, the Na琀椀onal Mission on Monuments and An-

琀椀qui琀椀es (2007), has registered 3.52 lakh an琀椀qui琀椀es 
among the 16.70 lakh it has documented.

Threats to an琀椀qui琀椀es:
• The illicit import, export, and transfer of own-

ership of cultural property are one of the main 
causes of the impoverishment of the cultural 
heritage of the countries of origin (UNESCO).

• Almost 50 years a昀琀er the UNESCO conven琀椀on, 
the illicit interna琀椀onal tra昀케c of cultural items 
is sadly increasingly proli昀椀c [INTERPOL report 
(2019)].

Can India bring back an琀椀qui琀椀es?
• There are three categories - an琀椀qui琀椀es taken 

out of India pre-independence; taken out since 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/12/27/antiquities-and-art-treasuries-act-must-be-revised-so-as-to-make-trading-in-indian-art-more-institutionalized-do-you-agree-comment/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/12/27/antiquities-and-art-treasuries-act-must-be-revised-so-as-to-make-trading-in-indian-art-more-institutionalized-do-you-agree-comment/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/international-relations/important-international-institutions-agencies-and-further-structure-mandate-etc/un/unesco/
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independence and un琀椀l the implementa琀椀on of 
AATA and an琀椀qui琀椀es taken out since 1976.

• For items in the 昀椀rst category, requests have to 
be raised bilaterally or on interna琀椀onal fora. 

• An琀椀qui琀椀es in the second and third categories 

can be retrieved by raising an issue bilaterally 
with proof of ownership and with the help of 
the UNESCO conven琀椀on. 

Why are laws incapable of stopping illicit ac-

琀椀vity?
• The registered an琀椀qui琀椀es in India are a very 

small por琀椀on of the total number (es琀椀mated 
to be around 58 lakh).

• In India, the problem with missing an琀椀qui琀椀es is 
that in many cases, there is no FIR, which is the 
昀椀rst thing in order to prove ownership.

• The biggest challenge India is facing in bringing 
back an琀椀qui琀椀es is the gap between the arte-

facts o昀케cially declared missing and surfacing in 

global markets/museums.

Way ahead:
• Robust database of exis琀椀ng and stolen an琀椀ques 

and artefacts.
• ASI must be provided with addi琀椀onal resourc-

es for the protec琀椀on and maintenance of an琀椀q-

ui琀椀es.
• Interna琀椀onal co-opera琀椀on cons琀椀tutes one of 

the most e昀케cient means of protec琀椀ng each 
country’s cultural property.

Modern Indian history 

WOMEN AND NATION BUILDING: 1857 TO THE REPUBLIC

Context: 
On the occasion of the 133rd Founda琀椀on Day of the Na琀椀onal Archives of India, an exhibi琀椀on has highlighted the 
contribu琀椀ons of women in na琀椀on-building and freedom struggle from 1857 to 1950.

Some examples of the contribu琀椀ons made by women in na琀椀on-building and the freedom struggle from 1857 
to 1950:
Name Example

Rani Lakshmi Bai
Rani Lakshmi Bai is famously known for her valiant stand against the Brit-
ish in the Siege of Jhansi

Begum Hazrat 
Mahal

Begum Hazrat Mahal was a key 昀椀gure in the Lucknow uprising and led a 
force of rebels against the Bri琀椀sh in the ba琀琀le of Chinhat.

Sarojini Naidu

Sarojini Naidu was a prominent Indian na琀椀onalist and was the 昀椀rst Indi-
an woman to be president of the Indian Na琀椀onal Congress.

•	 Par琀椀cipated in the Indian Na琀椀onal Movement, and was a key 昀椀g-

ure in the Non-Coopera琀椀on Movement
•	 Her work as a poet earned her the 琀椀tle of ‘Nigh琀椀ngale of India’ 

from Mahatma Gandhi

https://www.insightsonindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Women-in-Indian-Freedom-Struggle-Yojana-Sep-2016.jpg
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Name Example

Annie Besant

Annie Besant was an Irish-born Bri琀椀sh writer, ac琀椀vist, and Theosophist 

who supported Indian self-rule.
•	 Advocated for Indian self-rule (Home Rule Movement) and sup-

ported the Indian Na琀椀onal Congress
•	 Her contribu琀椀ons include being one of the founders of the 

Banaras Hindu University

Kamaladevi Chat-
topadhyay

Kamaladevi Cha琀琀opadhyay was a social reformer. 
•	 She played an important role in promo琀椀ng Indian handicra昀琀s and 

empowering women.

Begum Rokeya

Begum Rokeya was a writer, educator, and social ac琀椀vist who worked 
for women’s educa琀椀on and advocated for women’s rights. 

•	 She was the founder of the 昀椀rst school for Muslim girls in Bri琀椀sh 
India.

•	 Worked for women’s educa琀椀on and was a pioneer of women’s 
rights in India

Madam Bhikaji 
Cama

•	 She was involved in the home-rule movement 

•	 She was instrumental in demanding equal rights for all Indians, 
regardless of religion or gender.

•	 She unfurled the Indian Tricolor Flag (this was the 昀椀rst 琀椀me an 
Indian 昀氀ag was 昀氀own outside of India) at Stu琀琀gart (Germany) 
in 1907.

•	 She is also known as the ‘Mother of Indian Revolu琀椀on’

Aruna Asaf Ali

She was a poli琀椀cal leader who par琀椀cipated in the Quit India Movement 
of 1942. 
She hoisted the Indian Na琀椀onal 昀氀ag at the Gowalia Tank maidan, Bom-

bay during the Quit India Movement in 1942
She is known as the ‘Grand Old Lady of Indian Independence’ for her 

role in the freedom struggle.

Limita琀椀ons: 
•	 Social restric琀椀ons that con昀椀ned women to tra-

di琀椀onal roles, 
•	 Lack of educa琀椀on that limited their par琀椀cipa-

琀椀on and communica琀椀on abili琀椀es, 
•	 Limited access to resources, gender discrimina-

琀椀on within the movement,
•	 A patriarchal society that did not consider 

women equal to men, resul琀椀ng in their voices 
being silenced and opinions not taken seriously. 

Conclusion: 
Despite these limita琀椀ons, many women played a signif-
icant role in the independence movement, paving the 
way for future genera琀椀ons of women to follow.

About Na琀椀onal Archives of India (est. 1891, HQ: New 
Delhi): 
The Na琀椀onal Archives of India is an a琀琀ached o昀케ce 

under the Ministry of Culture.  It has at present in its 
repositories a collec琀椀on of over 18 crores pages of 
Public Records, which include 昀椀les, volumes, maps, 
bills assented to by the President of India, trea琀椀es, 
rare manuscripts, oriental records, private papers, 
cartographic records, etc. 

Insta Links: The comic book ‘India’s Women Unsung He-

roes’ released

Mains Links: 
Q. Discuss the signi昀椀cance of contribu琀椀ons made by 
women freedom 昀椀ghters during the second half of the 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/01/28/comic-book-indias-women-unsung-heroes-released/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/01/28/comic-book-indias-women-unsung-heroes-released/
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20th century.

Prelims Links:
Q. In the context of Indian history, the Rakhmabai 
case of (1884) revolved around? (UPSC 2020)
1. women’s right to gain educa琀椀on 
2. age of consent 
3. res琀椀tu琀椀on of conjugal rights
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3
Answer: B

Coloniza琀椀on, decoloniza琀椀on

THE COLONIAL PAST IS STILL REL-
EVANT

Context: 
Colonialism remains a relevant factor in understanding 
the problems and dangers of the world in which we live.

Messy legacies of colonialism: 
• Jammu and Kashmir, Pales琀椀ne, etc. 
• Civil con昀氀ict along ethnic or regional lines:

	Boundaries drawn in colonial 琀椀mes s琀椀ll 
create enormous problems of na琀椀onal 
unity, especially in Africa. For example, 
between Ethiopia and Eritrea.

	The administra琀椀ve habit of “divide and 
rule” → Bri琀椀sh policy in the subcon琀椀-
nent a昀琀er 1857 →  unequal distribu琀椀on 
of the resources → poli琀椀cal divisions 
between Hindus and Muslims →  trag-
edy of Par琀椀琀椀on. 

Implica琀椀ons of these colonial legacies:
• Crisis of governance: For example, the collapse 

of e昀昀ec琀椀ve central governments in Sierra Le-

one, South Sudan, Liberia, and Somalia. 
• Underdevelopment in post-colonial socie琀椀es 

(“weak states” - vulnerable to collapsing) is it-
self a cause of con昀氀ict. 

• The uneven development in a poor country - 
creates 昀椀ssures between those from “neglected 
regions” and those who are be琀琀er served. 

What has made the situa琀椀on worse? Capitalism has 
furthered poverty and ecological collapse - portrayed 
by Robert Kaplan in his book The Coming Anarchy → 
sugges琀椀ng the real danger of perpetual violence on the 
peripheries of our global village.

Way ahead: 
The need of the hour is not only to protect fundamental 
human rights and democra琀椀c governance but an inter-

na琀椀onal order principled upon the no琀椀ons of sover-
eignty and the equality of states.

Insta Links: Colonialism and Decoloniza琀椀on

Mains Links: 
Q. Examine cri琀椀cally the various facets of economic 
policies of the Bri琀椀sh in India from the mid-eighteenth 
century 琀椀ll independence. (UPSC 2014)

Geophysical phenomena

NEW OCEAN IN THE MAKING

Context: 
Scien琀椀sts, in 2020, predicted a new ocean would be 
created as Africa gradually splits into two separate 
parts. 

• The division of the con琀椀nent is connected to the 
East African Ri昀琀, which appeared in the desert 

of Ethiopia in 2005, triggering the forma琀椀on of 
a new sea.

About ri昀琀ing:
• Ri昀琀ing refers to the geological process in which 

a single tectonic plate is split into two or more 
plates separated by divergent plate boundar-
ies.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/10/27/colonialism-and-decolonization/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/10/27/colonialism-and-decolonization/
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• This process leads to the emergence of a low-

land region known as a ri昀琀 valley, which can 
occur either on land or at the bo琀琀om of the 
ocean. These ri昀琀 valleys occur due to the move-

ment of Earth’s tectonic plates.

What is happening in Africa?
• The three plates — the Nubian African Plate, 

Somalian African Plate and Arabian Plate — are 

separa琀椀ng at di昀昀erent speeds. 
• The Arabian Plate is moving away from Africa 

at a rate of about an inch per year, while the two 
African plates are separa琀椀ng even slower.

• As the Somali and Nubian tectonic plates con-

琀椀nue to pull apart from each other, a smaller 
con琀椀nent will be created from the ri昀琀, which 
will include present-day Somalia and parts of 
Kenya, Ethiopia, and Tanzania.

• This new ocean will result in East Africa be-

coming a separate small con琀椀nent with its own 
unique geographic and ecological characteris-

琀椀cs.

Challenges and consequences of this ri昀琀ing: 
• Displacement of communi琀椀es, se琀琀lements and 

various 昀氀ora and fauna.
• Impact their habitats due to climate change, re-

sul琀椀ng in environmental degrada琀椀on.
• Rapid urbanisa琀椀on and increased se琀琀lements 

will put pressure on natural resources, leading 
to a scarcity of water, energy, and food.

• Uncontrolled waste disposal.
• Some species will disappear, while others will 

become endangered due to habitat changes.

GS2

Func琀椀ons and responsibili琀椀es of the Union and the 
States

FRICTION OVER FORMULA: WHY 
SOME STATES GET MORE FROM 

CENTRE 

Context: 
With the popula琀椀on given a higher weightage over per-
formance, the revenue-sharing formula has created 
fric琀椀on between States and the Centre.

Revenue sharing between centre-states:
• The Indian Cons琀椀tu琀椀on grants the Union gov-

ernment more revenue-raising powers while 
the States undertake most of the develop-

ment-related responsibili琀椀es. 
• Therefore, the Cons琀椀tu琀椀on provides for sharing 

of the Union government’s revenue with the 
States. 

• The Centre’s tax collec琀椀ons are pooled-in from 
States and a part of it is distributed among 
them, based on the Finance Commission’s (FC) 
formula. 

The XVFC formula:
• The XVFC had arrived at the States’ share in the 

divisible pool of taxes based on each State’s - 
	Needs (popula琀椀on, area and forest and 

ecology) - 40% weightage, 
	Equity (per capita income di昀昀erence) - 

45% and 
	Performance (own tax revenue and 

lower fer琀椀lity rate) - 15%. 
• The fer琀椀lity rate in the formula to reward States 

which had reduced the fer琀椀lity levels. 

Issues in the XVFC’s formula:
• The XVFC formula is skewed in favour of some 

States, resul琀椀ng in wide inter-State varia琀椀ons. 
	For example, for every one rupee that 

TN gives the Centre, it gets back 29 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/world-geography/physical-geography-of-the-world/geomorphology/first-order/plate-tectonics-theory/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/05/06/sources-of-revenue-for-the-states/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/polity/functions-and-responsibilities-of-the-union-and-the-states-issues-and-challenges-pertaining-to-the-federal-structure-devolution-of-powers-and-finances-up-to-local-levels-and-challenges-therein/issues-and-challenges-pertaining-to-the-federal-structure/centre-state-relations/finance-commission/
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paise (UP gets ₹2.73 and Bihar gets 
back ₹7.06)

• This is because the popula琀椀on is given a higher 
weightage, rewarding those who have not been 
able to achieve popula琀椀on control.

• While the developed States that have lowered 
their TFR below replacement rate bene昀椀t from 
the drop in TFR, the component’s weight is con-

siderably less.

What do the defenders of the formula say?
• The objec琀椀ve of the transfer of funds is to en-

able a State to provide comparable levels of ser-
vices. 

• The basic ra琀椀onale is horizontal equity. 

What do the southern States say?
• They have grown faster and contributed larger 

revenue to the central ki琀琀y. 
• Equity should not adversely impact e昀케ciency. 
• Why is the money that goes to poorer States not 

leading to their development? 
• State-wise HDI and per capita NSDP depict a 

trend where States which get more money 
from the Centre show sedate growth, and the 
progress of those who get less is rela琀椀vely much 
superior.

Conclusion: 
The new 昀椀scal federal architecture must be developed 
via forums like the GST Council, Inter-state Council, and 
NITI Aayog to accommodate the speci昀椀c needs and as-

pira琀椀ons of states as the dynamics of 昀椀scal federalism 
change in India.

Insta Links: Centre to roll out process to set up 16th 
Finance commission soon 

Mains Links: 
Q. How far do you think coopera琀椀on, compe琀椀琀椀on and 
confronta琀椀on have shaped the nature of federa琀椀on in 
India? Cite some recent examples to validate your an-

swer. (UPSC 2020)

Parliament

INCREASE IN THE MINIMUM AGE 
OF MARRIAGE FOR WOMEN TO 

21 YEARS TWO YEARS AFTER BILL 
IS NOTIFIED: CENTRE 

Context: 
The increase in the minimum age of marriage for wom-

en to 21 years as provisioned in the Prohibi琀椀on of Child 
Marriage Amendment Bill, 2021, would come into ef-
fect two years a昀琀er the Bill is no琀椀昀椀ed following its pas-

sage in Parliament. 

Background:
● According to the NFHS-5, 23% (47% in NFHS-3 

and 27% in NFHS-4 ) of women between the age 
of 20 and 24 were married before 18 years of 
age.   

● In India, the prac琀椀ce of child marriage was 昀椀rst 
legally prohibited through the Child Marriage 
Restraint Act, 1929 (legal age G = 14 years and 
B = 18 years)

● This Act was amended in 1978 to increase the 
minimum age to 18 years for females, and 21 
years for men.  

● The Prohibi琀椀on of Child Marriage Act, 2006 re-

placed the 1929 Act, with the same minimum 
age limits.  

● In 2020, the central government set up a task 
force (Chairperson: Ms Jaya Jaitly) to examine 
the correla琀椀on between the age of marriage 
and the mother, and the child’s health.

● The Commi琀琀ee suggested increasing the age of 
marriage for females to 21. 

The Prohibi琀椀on of Child Marriage Amendment Bill 
2021: The Bill, introduced by the Ministry of Women 
and Child Development and currently with the Parlia-

mentary Standing Commi琀琀ee, amends the Prohibi琀椀on 
of Child Marriage Act 2006.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/01/31/centre-to-roll-out-process-to-set-up-16th-finance-commission-soon/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/01/31/centre-to-roll-out-process-to-set-up-16th-finance-commission-soon/
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2021 Bill The Prohibi琀椀on of 
Child Marriage Act 
2006

Object and reasons of the Bill Key issues

● Increasing the age 
of marriage for fe-

males to 21 years 

and also speci昀椀es 
that the provisions 
of the Act shall 
override any other 
law, custom, usage 
or prac琀椀ce. 

● Increasing the 琀椀me 
period for 昀椀ling a 
pe琀椀琀椀on to annul 
child marriage to 

昀椀ve years (i.e., 23 
years).

● M = 21 years, F = 
18 years

● A person who is 
married before 
the minimum 
speci昀椀ed age 
may apply to an-

nul the marriage 
within two years 
of a琀琀aining ma-

jority (i.e., 20 
years of age). 

Improvement of - 
● Maternal and infant 

mortality rates (IMR and 
MMR)

● Nutri琀椀on levels
● Sex ra琀椀o at birth (SRB) 
● Educa琀椀on, professional 

training and voca琀椀onal 
courses

● Female labour force par-
琀椀cipa琀椀on

● Gender equality, empow-

erment of women.  

● Di昀昀erent ages for a琀琀aining 
majority (18) and being al-
lowed to marry (21)

● Prohibi琀椀ng marriages be-

tween the ages of 18 and 
21 years - Violates Ar琀椀cle 
19, 21 (SC in the Navtej 
Singh Johar case 2018)

● A person married between 
18 and 21 years may also 
apply for annulling the 
marriage

● Implementa琀椀on challeng-

es - There has been limited 
success in curbing the mar-
riage of girls below the age 
of 18 years.
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Way ahead:
● Two years from the date of no琀椀昀椀ca琀椀on of the 

amendment would provide ample 琀椀me for ci琀椀-

zens to prepare for this momentous reform.
● A staggered schedule raising the age of mar-

riage by one year at a 琀椀me, star琀椀ng one year 
a昀琀er the no琀椀昀椀ca琀椀on of the amendment.

Insta Links: 
The Prohibi琀椀on of Child Marriage Amendment Bill 2021

Mains Links: 
Q. “Empowering women is the key to controlling pop-

ula琀椀on growth”. Discuss. (UPSC 2019)

Judiciary

SAME-SEX MARRIAGES CAN 
ROCK SOCIETAL VALUES: CENTRE

Context: 
The Centre has opposed the Supreme Court pleas seek-

ing legal valida琀椀on of same-sex marriage, saying it 
would cause complete havoc with the delicate balance 
of personal laws and accepted societal values.

•	 According to the government marriage between 
a biological man and woman is a “holy union, a 
sacrament and a sanskar” in India.

•	 Any “devia琀椀on” from this “statutorily, religious-
ly and socially” accepted norm in “human rela-
琀椀onships” can only happen through the legisla-
ture and not the Supreme Court.

What were the pe琀椀琀椀oners’ demands:
•	 Sought an interpreta琀椀on of the Special Mar-

riage Act, 1954 in a gender-neutral manner 
where a person is not discriminated against due 
to his sexual orienta琀椀on.

•	 The Special Marriage Act of 1954 provides a civil 
form of marriage for couples who cannot marry 
under their personal law.

Governments arguments:
•	 The government argued that the Court had 

only decriminalized sexual intercourse be-
tween same-sex persons in its 2018 judgment 
in Navtej Singh Johar, and not legi琀椀mized this 
“conduct”. 

•	 The court, while decriminalizing homosexuality, 
had never accepted same-sex marriage as part 

of the fundamental right to life and dignity un-
der Ar琀椀cle 21 of the Cons琀椀tu琀椀on.

•	 Registra琀椀on of marriage of same-sex persons 
would also result in viola琀椀on of exis琀椀ng per-
sonal as well as codi昀椀ed law provisions.

It is submi琀琀ed that there cannot be an untrammelled 
right under Ar琀椀cle 21 and cannot override other con-

s琀椀tu琀椀onal principles, adding that Parliament has de-

signed and framed marriage laws, which are governed 
by personal laws/codi昀椀ed laws relatable to customs of 
various religious communi琀椀es, to recognise only the 
union of a man and a woman to be capable of legal 
sanc琀椀on, and thereby claim legal and statutory rights 
and consequences.

Ethical aspects of Same-sex marriage
Equality: Denying same-sex couples the right to marry 
is seen as discrimina琀椀on and a viola琀椀on of basic hu-

man rights.
Consent: Same-sex couples should be able to marry 
if they are both consen琀椀ng adults who are making 
a free and informed decision to enter into a lifelong 
commitment.
Harm: Opponents of same-sex marriage argue that it 
is harmful to society or to children who may be raised 
by same-sex couples. 
•	 However, many studies have found that there is 

no evidence to support these claims and that chil-
dren raised by same-sex parents do just as well as 
children raised by opposite-sex parents.

Tradi琀椀on: Some people argue that same-sex marriage 
goes against tradi琀椀onal values and beliefs. 
•	 However, tradi琀椀on is not always a reliable guide 

to ethics, and there is no inherent ethical value in 
maintaining a tradi琀椀on simply because it is old or 
familiar.

Religious beliefs: For some, same-sex marriage may 
con昀氀ict with their religious beliefs. While everyone 
has the right to their own beliefs, it is important to 
remember that religious beliefs should not be used to 
jus琀椀fy discrimina琀椀on or deny equal rights to others.

Insta Links: SC transfers to itself all pleas related to 
same-sex marriage

Mains Link: 
Q. How does Indian society maintain con琀椀nuity in tra-

di琀椀onal social values? Enumerate the changes taking 
place in it. UPSC 2021

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/05/17/sansad-tv-bills-an-insight-prohibition-of-child-marriage-amendment-bill-2021/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/social-justice/issues-related-to-third-gender-lgbtqia/section377/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/01/07/sc-transfers-to-itself-all-pleas-related-to-same-sex-marriage/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/01/07/sc-transfers-to-itself-all-pleas-related-to-same-sex-marriage/
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LGBTQ AND BLOOD DONATION: 
WHAT THE CENTRE SAID IN SC

Context:
 The Centre recently told the Supreme Court, that the 
exclusion of transgenders, gay people, and female 
sex workers as blood donors by including them in the 
“at risk” category for HIV, Hepa琀椀琀椀s B, or C infec琀椀ons is 
based on due considera琀椀on of scien琀椀昀椀c evidence.

Background:
•	 Thangjam Singh, a member of the transgender 

community, moved the Supreme Court seek-

ing to strike down the prohibi琀椀on on gay and 
transgender people from dona琀椀ng blood un-

der the ‘Guidelines for Blood Donor Selec琀椀on 
& Blood Donor Referral, 2017’ issued by the 
Na琀椀onal Blood Transfusion Council (NBTC) and 
the Na琀椀onal Aids Control Organisa琀椀on in 2017.

Pe琀椀琀椀oners’ argument:
•	 Exclusion based on one’s gender iden琀椀ty and 

sexual orienta琀椀on is “completely arbitrary, un-

reasonable, and discriminatory and also unsci-
en琀椀昀椀c.”

•	 Since the blood is tested for infec琀椀ous diseases 
like AIDS/ HIV, Hepa琀椀琀椀s C, and B; permanently 
excluding persons based on their sexual prefer-
ence violates their right to equality.

What is the government’s argument for the ex-

clusion?
•	 The exclusion of transgender and gays from 

blood dona琀椀on is premised on scien琀椀昀椀c evi-
dence. 

•	 The Centre referred to the Annual Report of 
the Department of Health and Family Welfare 
(2020-2021) poin琀椀ng to a three to six 琀椀mes 
higher HIV prevalence among adults who are 
Hijras, Transgenders, MSM (Men who have sex 
with men), and female sex workers.

Related News:
Children of lesbian, gay parents do not necessarily 
become lesbians, gays: SC informs government
Context: Growing up with lesbian or gay parents will 
not necessarily make a child lesbian or gay, Supreme 
Court confronted the government’s concern about 
the “psychological” impact same-sex marriages may 
have on children.

The case involved an “interplay” between cons琀椀tu琀椀on-

al rights of life, liberty, dignity, and equal treatment of 
members of the LGBTQ+ community on one side and 
speci昀椀c statutory enactments that consider only a mar-
ried union between a biological man and woman on the 
other side.

Insta Links:
•	 LGBTQIA
•	 Sec琀椀on 377

Government policies and interven琀椀ons 

THE RISE OF THE ESG REGULA-
TIONS

Context: 
The evolu琀椀on of environmental, social and governance 
(ESG) laws and regula琀椀ons are s琀椀ll at a nascent stage in 
India.

Background:
● Businesses should be measured not just on tra-

di琀椀onal economic metrics (shareholder return), 
but also by their -

○ Environmental impact, 
○ Commitment to social issues and the 
○ The soundness of their corporate gov-

ernance and protec琀椀on of shareholder 
rights. 

● Companies have a dis琀椀nct responsibility as cor-
porate ci琀椀zens and the ESG considera琀椀ons in a 
company’s risk pro昀椀le are needed to accurately 
assess the enterprise.  

How ESG di昀昀ers from corporate social respon-

sibility (CSR)?
● India has a robust CSR policy codi昀椀ed in the 

Companies Act 2013, manda琀椀ng that corpora-

琀椀ons engage in ini琀椀a琀椀ves that contribute to the 
welfare of society by spending at least 2% of 

their net pro昀椀t over the preceding 3 years on 
CSR ac琀椀vi琀椀es.

● ESG regula琀椀ons di昀昀er in process and impact. For 

example, The U.K. Modern Slavery Act requires 
companies to publish the e昀昀orts they have tak-

en to iden琀椀fy the risks of child labour in their 
supply chain, etc.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/social-justice/issues-related-to-third-gender-lgbtqia/lgbtqia/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/social-justice/issues-related-to-third-gender-lgbtqia/section377/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/08/25/do-you-think-environmental-social-and-governance-esg-can-lead-to-shifts-in-environmental-economic-and-social-systems-of-the-country-critically-examine/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/08/25/do-you-think-environmental-social-and-governance-esg-can-lead-to-shifts-in-environmental-economic-and-social-systems-of-the-country-critically-examine/
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Current focus of India: 
Places more emphasis on protec琀椀ng the environment 
or working condi琀椀ons than on implemen琀椀ng the con-

trols and disclosure that are essen琀椀al components of 
modern ESG legisla琀椀on.

A琀琀empts to bring ESG legisla琀椀on in India:
● India has a number of laws and bodies regarding 

ESG issues, including 
○ The Environment Protec琀椀on Act of 

1986, 
○ Quasi-judicial organisa琀椀ons such as the 

Na琀椀onal Green Tribunal, 
○ A range of labour codes and laws gov-

erning corporate governance prac琀椀ces. 
● While these provide important environmental 

and social safeguards, new ini琀椀a琀椀ves establish 
guidelines for monitoring, quan琀椀昀椀ca琀椀on, and 
disclosure, akin to ESG.

● For example, SEBI revised the annual Business 
Responsibility and Sustainability Report (BRSR) 
required by the 1,000 largest listed companies 
in India, manda琀椀ng disclosures from GHG emis-

sions to gender and social diversity. 

Challenges for 
Indian compa-

nies

Implications 

for Indian 
companies

Way ahead

• C o m -

pliance with 
ESG regula琀椀ons 
(both originat-
ing in India and 
elsewhere - US, 
UK, EU), pose 

a signi昀椀cantly 
di昀昀erent chal-
lenge than In-

dia’s CSR regu-

la琀椀ons.
• Owner-

ship that is ob-

scured through 
shell compa-

nies can pres-

ent addi琀椀onal 
challenges.

Compl iance 
will be essen-

琀椀al if India 
wants to fully 
bene昀椀t from 
the growing 
d e c o u p l i n g 
from China 
and play a 
more signif-
icant role in 

global supply 
chains.

Thorough due dil-
igence (for assess-

ing risks and con-

trols) will play a 
key role. 

Conclusion: Companies that wish to maximise their 
opportuni琀椀es in the global economy need to embrace 

these new requirements and adjust their organisa琀椀ons 
accordingly. 

Insta Links: Strengthening the CSR framework is a 
pro昀椀table idea

Issues rela琀椀ng to poverty and hunger.

IPES REPORT HIGHLIGHTS GLOB-
AL HUNGER CRISIS AMID HIGH 

DEBT

Context: 
According to a special report by the IPES-Food, at least 

21 countries were nearing catastrophic levels of both 
debt distress and rising hunger in 2022.
Interna琀椀onal Panel of Experts on Sustainable Food Sys-

tems (IPES-Food): Since 2015, this diverse and indepen-

dent panel of experts has uniquely shaped the debate 
on global food systems reform, through policy-oriented 
research and direct engagement with policy processes. 

Highlights of the report - ‘Breaking the cycle of 
unsustainable food systems, hunger and debt’:

● Global public debt was at its highest levels in 
almost 60 years and countries were having to 
choose between repaying debts and feeding 
people.
	21 countries (including Afghanistan, 

Cameroon, Ethiopia, Hai琀椀, and Sri Lan-
ka) were nearing catastrophic levels of 
both debt distress and rising hunger.

● About 60% of low-income countries and 30% 
of middle-income countries were considered at 
high risk of debt distress. 

● The world’s poorest countries saw the costs of 
servicing their debt increase by 35% in 2022.

On India:
•	 Several countries are now stuck in what has 

been described as a ‘fer琀椀lizer trap’: India (with 
$26 billion budgeted in 2022), Kenya, and the 
Philippines are among a host of governments 
ramping up fer琀椀lizer subsidies in the face of the 
crisis, alongside rising fuel import costs.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/10/07/strengthening-the-csr-framework-is-a-profitable-idea/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/10/07/strengthening-the-csr-framework-is-a-profitable-idea/
https://www.ipes-food.org/
https://www.ipes-food.org/
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Success case study:
Natural farming (Andhra Pradesh): In contrast to 
Sri Lanka’s botched top-down organic transi琀椀on, the 
Indian state of Andhra Pradesh has engaged some 
620,000 farmers in a sequenced transi琀椀on to chemi-
cal-free, ‘natural farming’, with ini琀椀al data sugges琀椀ng 
higher household incomes, yield increases, cost sav-

ings, improved quality of soils and crops, as well as 
reduced stress and be琀琀er health.

Reasons behind this crisis:
• Import dependencies (Africa’s food import de-

pendency has tripled → food price spikes), ex-

trac琀椀ve 昀椀nancial 昀氀ows, boom-bust commodity 
cycles and unsustainable/climate-vulnerable 
food systems.

• Higher costs for imports and debt repayments. 
• This required them to earn dollars via crop 

exports (to pay down their debts) rather than 
mee琀椀ng local food needs.

How will this impact countries?
• A debt crisis could plunge millions more into 

hunger, and poverty
• Reversing decades of progress and sparking fur-

ther instability and con昀氀ict

Way ahead:
● The report called for urgent ac琀椀on to provide 

debt relief and development 昀椀nance on a scale 
to meet the needs of 
	COVID-19 recovery, 
	Climate-resilient food systems and 
	Sustainable development goals (SDGs). 

● It also urged policymakers to repair historical 
injus琀椀ces that have le昀琀 countries funnelling 
pro昀椀ts and exports to the global North.

● For this, windfall taxes on food pro昀椀teers and 
steps to achieve tax jus琀椀ce, and climate jus琀椀ce 

are needed as soon as possible.

https://sdgs.un.org/goals
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Insta Links: World facing a worst global hunger crisis

GUIDELINES ON MEDICAL NEGLI-
GENCE UNDER CONSIDERATION 

Context: 
The Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 
has taken into considera琀椀on the healthcare sector’s 
long-standing demand to frame guidelines for deter-
mining medical negligence cases.

Background: 
•	 It has been more than 17 years since the Su-

preme Court, for the 昀椀rst 琀椀me in the Jacob 
Mathew case in 2005, directed the Centre to 
frame statutory rules in consulta琀椀on with the-
then medical educa琀椀on regulator Medical 

Council of India (MCI) to deal with medical 
negligence cases as it impacts both doctors and 
pa琀椀ents.

About Medical Negligence:
•	 Medical negligence, also known as medical mal-

prac琀椀ce, refers to a situa琀椀on where a health-

care professional fails to provide the appropri-
ate standard of care to a pa琀椀ent, resul琀椀ng in 
harm, injury, or death.

Supreme Court criteria on Medical Negligence:
•	 In Kusum Sharma v. Batra Hospital & Medical 

Research Centre, a two-judge Supreme Court 
panel recognized several criteria to regulate 
medical negligence cases. 

Bolam Test

•	 The Bolam test was created in 1957 as a result 
of the judgement of the House of Lords in Bol-
am v Frierm Barnet Hospital Management Com-

mi琀琀ee, which said that a doctor may be able to 
escape a lawsuit for negligence if he can show 
that other medical prac琀椀琀椀oners would have 
behaved in the same manner.

•	 The Bolam test, which argues that a doctor is 
not negligent if what he has done would be 
approved by a responsible body of medical 
opinion in the relevant speciality at the 琀椀me, 
remains the principal test to assess ‘standard 
of care’. 

Various incidents of medical negligence:
1. Foreign ma琀琀er le昀琀 inside a昀琀er surgery
2. Wrong part Removed
3. Doctor ac琀椀ng in a callous manner
4. Death due to transfusion of blood from a 
wrong group

Implica琀椀ons of medical negligence:
•	 Physical harm
•	 Emo琀椀onal harm
•	 Financial harm
•	 Loss of trust
•	 Impact on the healthcare system

INDIA’S POOR PERFORMANCE ON 
SPECIFIC INTERNATIONAL INDI-

CATORS DUE TO METHODOLOGI-
CAL ISSUES

Context: 
According to the Economic Advisory Council to the 
Prime Minister (EAC-PM), India’s poor performance on 
speci昀椀c interna琀椀onal indicators despite rising per capi-
ta income is due to methodological issues.

Socio-development indicators where system-

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/06/25/world-facing-a-worst-global-hunger-crisis/
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a琀椀c biases exist:
• Childhood Stun琀椀ng, 
• Female Labour Force Par琀椀cipa琀椀on Rate and 
• Life Expectancy

 

The impact of methodological issues:
• Conceptual ambiguity, 昀氀awed benchmarks, and 

shoddy methodology → 昀氀awed es琀椀ma琀椀on → 
overes琀椀ma琀椀ng the level of depriva琀椀on.

• The growing use of Environment Social and 
Governance (ESG) norms in investment and 
trade decisions will mean that real-world de-

cision-making will be increasingly impacted by 
biased data.

What aggravates the problem? 
• The Indian sta琀椀s琀椀cal authori琀椀es do not publish 

accurate data on a regular basis.
• For example, the registrar general of India (RGI) 

publishes life expectancy es琀椀mates every year. 
However, the o昀케cial es琀椀mates for 2019 were 
released in July 2022 by RGI.

Case study:
• The global hunger index (GHI) of FAO captures 

three dimensions of hunger: insu昀케cient avail-
ability of food, shor琀昀alls in the nutri琀椀onal status 
of children and child mortality (which is mainly 
a琀琀ributable to undernutri琀椀on). 

• The 2022 index has ranked India at 107 among 
121 countries. 

• According to the Indian government, the index 
is an erroneous measure of hunger and su昀昀ers 
from serious methodological issues. 

• Three out of the four indicators used for the cal-
cula琀椀on of the index are related to the health of 
Children and cannot be representa琀椀ve of the 
en琀椀re popula琀椀on. 

• The fourth and most important indicator es琀椀-

mate of the Propor琀椀on of the Undernourished 
(PoU) popula琀椀on is based on an opinion poll 
conducted on a very small sample size of 3000.

Recommenda琀椀ons:
• To counter the global mismatches, Indian sta-

琀椀s琀椀cal authori琀椀es must publish their own es琀椀-

mates proac琀椀vely.

• In order to be on 琀椀me, this can be done based 
even on par琀椀al data, which can be updated lat-
er. This is done in the case of GDP.

Insta Links: 
Global Hunger Index

Mains Links: 
Q. Despite the Consistent experience of High growth, 
India s琀椀ll goes with the lowest indicators of human 
development. Examine the issues that make balanced 
and inclusive development elusive. (UPSC 2019).

Governance

BILL IN LOK SABHA TO 
STRENGTHEN TRI-SERVICES COM-

MANDERS’ POWERS

Context: 
The Union Defence Ministry has introduced the In-

ter-Services Organisa琀椀ons (Command, Control and Dis-

cipline) Bill, 2023 in Lok Sabha.

Background: 
The bill comes ahead of the impending move to estab-

lish integrated or joint commands → all the assets of 
the tr-services → opera琀椀onal control of a single three-

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/01/17/acute-malnutrition-risking-30-million-childrens-lives-who/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/social-justice/issues-related-to-women/women-in-workforce/
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star general.

How do Indian armed forces operate current-
ly?

• India currently has only two uni昀椀ed commands, 
the A&N Command (2001) and the Strategic 
Forces Command (2003) to handle the country’s 
nuclear arsenal.

• These were set up in and a昀琀er the Kargil con-

昀氀ict with Pakistan in 1999. 
• There are also some tri-service organisa琀椀ons 

like the Defence Intelligence Agency, Defence 
Cyber Agency, Defence Space Agency, etc.

• In contrast, there are as many as 17 single-ser-
vice commands (Army 7, IAF 7 and Navy 3), 
which have li琀琀le connec琀椀on in planning and 
opera琀椀ons as well as command-and-control 
structures.

• At present, military personnel are governed by 

di昀昀erent acts (the Air Force Act, 1950, the Army 
Act, 1950 and the Navy Act, 1957) and rules of 
their own respec琀椀ve services.

Compared with China:
• China re-organised its 2.3-million People’s Liber-

a琀椀on Army into 昀椀ve theatre commands in 2016 
to boost o昀昀ensive capabili琀椀es. 

• For example, its Western Theatre Command 
handles the en琀椀re 3,488-km Line of Actual Con-

trol from eastern Ladakh to Arunachal Pradesh. 
• India has four Armies and three IAF commands 

for the northern borders with China.

The Inter-Services Organisa琀椀ons (Command, 
Control and Discipline) Bill, 2023:
Key provisions of the Bill:

• The central government may cons琀椀tute an In-

ter-services Organisa琀椀on, which may include a 
Joint Services Command.

• Empowers the Commander-in-Chief/the O昀케-

cer-in Command of Inter-Services Organisa琀椀ons 
to maintain discipline and ensure proper dis-

charge of du琀椀es of all the personnel from the 
army, navy and IAF serving under his command.

• The Commander-in-Chief or the O昀케cer-in-Com-

mand of an Inter-services Organisa琀椀on shall be 
the head of such Inter-services Organisa琀椀on.

Signi昀椀cance: 
• Enabling legisla琀椀on for joint services organisa-

琀椀ons (where personnel from all tri-services are 
posted), without amending the respec琀椀ve Acts. 

• It will ensure -
	An o昀케cer from any one service can now 

exercise direct command over person-
nel from the other two services.

	Requisite command and control of the 
exis琀椀ng inter-services organisa琀椀ons as 
well as the proposed integrated theatre 
commands to be created in the coming 
months.

                                     

Insta Links: CDS must proceed with cau琀椀on

E-governance

A CHANCE FOR INDIA TO SHAPE 
A DATA GOVERNANCE REGIME

Context: 
India’s G-20 presidency has provided an opportunity for 
the country to ensure that its digital strategies and data 
governance are inclusive, transparent, secure and con-

ducive to sustainable development.

Background: 
• In recent years, India has made great strides in 

its digital strategies/data governance → by em-

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/08/02/integrated-theatre-commands/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/08/02/integrated-theatre-commands/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/11/01/cds-must-proceed-with-caution/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/01/07/editorial-analysis-indias-g20-presidency/
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bracing technology (say, UPI) and digitalisa琀椀on 
→ driving economic growth → improving the 
lives of ci琀椀zens. 

• However, the issues of ownership and gover-
nance of data generated and collected and data 

sovereignty have become increasingly import-
ant.
	Data sovereignty is the idea that data 

is subject to the laws and governance 
structures of the na琀椀on where they are 
collected. 

Data Empowerment and Protec琀椀on Architec-

ture (DEPA):
• It was launched by the NITI Aayog in 2020 on 

the premise that individuals themselves are the 
best judges of the ‘right’ uses of their personal 
data.

• It is designed as an evolvable/agile framework 
for good data governance that empowers 
people to access their data and share it with 
third-party ins琀椀tu琀椀ons seamlessly and securely.

3 key building blocks of DEPA: 
• Enabling regula琀椀ons, 
• Cu琀�ng-edge technology standards, and 
• New types of public and private organisa琀椀ons 

with incen琀椀ves closely aligned to those of indi-
viduals.

Advantages of DEPA:
• Poten琀椀al to improve data protec琀椀on and priva-

cy for ci琀椀zens 
• Allowing individuals to easily manage and con-

trol their data consent
• Build trust in digital technologies and data gov-

ernance. 

Risks associated with DEPA:
• Personal data could be misused or misappro-

priated if the consent management tool is not 
properly implemented.

• An implementa琀椀on may be inconsistent across 

di昀昀erent sectors and jurisdic琀椀ons → undermine 
e昀昀ec琀椀veness, and create confusion among ci琀椀-

zens.

Way ahead:
• The DEPA must be implemented in a transparent, 

consistent, and secure manner → requires close 
collabora琀椀on between all the stakeholders.

• Clear, transparent, and accountable data gover-
nance policies and regula琀椀ons.
• India Data Management O昀케ce (IDMO) pro-

posed by MeitY will frame/manage review/re-

vise the Na琀椀onal Data Governance Framework 
Policy (NDGFP).

• Investment in the necessary digital infrastructure 
and skills.
• India Stack is a uni昀椀ed so昀琀ware pla琀昀orm that 

provides digital public goods, and applica琀椀on in-

terfaces and facilitates digital inclusion.
• Advances in 昀椀nancial inclusion (UPI) can be replicat-

ed successfully in other areas (health, agriculture). 
• Interna琀椀onal coopera琀椀on and collabora琀椀on in ad-

dressing risks posed by the rapid growth of data and 
digital technologies.

https://indiastack.org/
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Conclusion: 
It is important for India to navigate a middle way between restric琀椀ve data sovereignty and limitless data 昀氀ow for 
the development of ethical and responsible data governance prac琀椀ces.

Insta Links: Public Consulta琀椀on on Dra昀琀 Na琀椀onal Data Governance Framework Policy

Bilateral rela琀椀ons

INDIA AND AUSTRALIA RELATIONS

Context: 
Australian Prime Minister’s visit to India for India-Australia Summit concluded recently 

Dimension Example

Economic

•	 Bilateral trade (in 2022): over $31 billion (India’s exports: over $10 billion and im-

ports at $17 billion)
•	 Target: Both countries aim to boost bilateral trade to $100 billion by 2030
•	 Agreement: Implementa琀椀on of the Economic Coopera琀椀on and Trade Agreement 

(ECTA) (2022) and early comple琀椀on of the Comprehensive Economic Coopera琀椀on 
Agreement (CECA)

o ECTA slashed away du琀椀es on 96% of Indian exports and 85% of Australian 
exports.

Defence and 
security cooper-

a琀椀on

•	 Regular military exercises: “Malabar” exercises in August 2023 (India, Australia, Ja-

pan, and the US), India has been invited to join the Talisman Sabre exercises in 2023
•	 Mutual Logis琀椀cs Support Agreement (MLSA) (signed between both countries in 

2022) to enhance military interoperability 
•	 The 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue (2022)
•	 Membership: Both are members of the Quad, Commonwealth, Indian Ocean Rim 

Associa琀椀on (IORA), and have par琀椀cipated in the East Asia Summits.
•	 Indo-Paci昀椀c collabora琀椀ons: Both Australia and India support a rules-based interna-

琀椀onal order against China

Educa琀椀on and 
research collabo-

ra琀椀on

•	 Le琀琀er of Intent on Migra琀椀on and Mobility Partnership Arrangement to foster the 

exchange of skills.
•	 Mutual Recogni琀椀on of Educa琀椀onal Quali昀椀ca琀椀ons (MREQ) (2023)
•	 Deakin University and the University of Wollongong are planning to open foreign 

university campuses in India.
•	 Australia-India Strategic Research Fund (AISRF)

People-to-people 

琀椀es

•	 Indian Diaspora in Australia: Over 10 lakh people in Australia reported their ances-

try as Indian origin. 
•	 Cultural exchanges: Annual Con昀氀uence Fes琀椀val of India in Australia and the Oz Fest 

in India.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/06/17/public-consultation-on-draft-national-data-governance-framework-policy/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/11/24/india-australia-economic-cooperation-and-trade-agreement-ecta-approved/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/11/24/india-australia-economic-cooperation-and-trade-agreement-ecta-approved/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/international-relations/bilateral-regional-and-global-groupings-and-agreements-involving-india-and-or-affecting-indias-interests/indo-pacific/quad/
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Dimension Example

Shared Values

•	 Pluralis琀椀c, Westminster-style democracies
•	 Commonwealth tradi琀椀ons
•	 Strong, vibrant, secular, and mul琀椀cultural democracies

•	 Free press

•	 An independent judicial system
•	 English language

Climate change 
and energy

•	 Australia signed a Uranium supply deal with India (2014)
•	 Le琀琀er of Intent on New and Renewable Energy for coopera琀椀on to reduce the cost 

of renewable energy technologies (signed in 2022)
•	 India has given 10 million Australian dollars to Paci昀椀c Island Countries under the In-

terna琀椀onal Solar Alliance (ISA).
•	 India-Australia Cri琀椀cal Minerals Investment Partnership

Strategic Indo-Pa-

ci昀椀c partnership

•	 Shared vision: Free, open, and inclusive Indo-Paci昀椀c region, based on respect for 
sovereignty, territorial integrity, and interna琀椀onal law. 

•	 Mul琀椀-lateral engagements: G20, India-Paci昀椀c Infrastructure Partnership (IPIP), the 
Indo-Paci昀椀c Economic Framework (IPEF) and the World Trade Organiza琀椀on (WTO). 

•	 Supply Chain Resilience Ini琀椀a琀椀ve (SCRI) (between India, Australia and Japan)
Science and Tech-

nology Coopera-

琀椀on MoU between ISRO and Australian Space Agency (ASA) (2020) for space coopera琀椀on. 

Historical

O昀케cial rela琀椀ons started with the consulate General of India 昀椀rst opened as a Trade O昀케ce 
in Sydney in 1941.

Issues in the rela琀椀on:
• The controversy over the Adani coal mine proj-

ect, which caused tensions due to protests by 
ac琀椀vists.

• Visa restric琀椀ons for Indian students and profes-

sionals seeking to work in Australia. 
• A琀琀acks on the Indian diaspora and temples by 

Khalistan supporters have caused strains in the 
rela琀椀onship.

Way forward:
The India-Australia rela琀椀onship has grown stronger due 
to shared interests, values, and goals. Both countries 
want a free, inclusive, and rules-based Indo-Paci昀椀c re-

gion, and they aim to resolve any disagreements or con-

昀氀icts through peaceful means. 

Insta Links: India-Australia Rela琀椀ons

Mains Links: 
Q. Australia’s interests do not just align with India’s; 
they are inextricably entwined. Discuss. (150 words)

Prelims Links: 
Q.1 Consider the following countries: (UPSC 2018)
1. Australia

2. Canada
3. China
4. India
5. Japan
6. USA
Which of the above are among the ‘free-trade part-
ners’ of ASEAN?
(a) 1, 2, 4 and 5 

(b) 3, 4, 5 and 6 

(c) 1, 3, 4 and 5 

(d) 2, 3, 4 and 6
Ans: C

WHAT IS THE MCMAHON LINE?

Context: 
Two United States Senators, have introduced a bipar-
琀椀san resolu琀椀on in the upper chamber of Congress re-

itera琀椀ng that the US recognises the McMahon Line as 
the interna琀椀onal boundary between China and India 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/international-relations/bilateral-regional-and-global-groupings-and-agreements-involving-india-and-or-affecting-indias-interests/india-and-other-nations/india-australia/
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in Arunachal Pradesh.
•	 The resolu琀椀on rea昀케rms India’s well-known and 

established posi琀椀on that Arunachal Pradesh, 
which China calls ‘South Tibet’, is an integral 
part of India.

Fig: Disputed areas between India and China

What is the McMahon Line?
• The McMahon Line serves as the de fac-

to boundary between China and India in the 
Eastern Sector. 

• It speci昀椀cally represents the boundary between 
Arunachal Pradesh and Tibet, from Bhutan in 
the west to Myanmar in the east.

• China has historically disputed the boundary 
and claims the state of Arunachal Pradesh as 
part of the Tibetan Autonomous Region (TAR).

When was it drawn:
• The McMahon Line was drawn during the Shim-

la Conven琀椀on of 1914, o昀케cially described as 
the Conven琀椀on Between Great Britain, China, 
and Tibet. 

• China was represented at the conven琀椀on by the 
government of the Republic of China, which 
was in power in the mainland from 1912 to 
1949.

• The McMahon Line delimited the respec琀椀ve 
spheres of in昀氀uence of Tibet and Bri琀椀sh India 
in the eastern Himalayan region in what is to-

day India’s Northeast and northern Myanmar. 
The border in this region was unde昀椀ned prior to 
the signing of the conven琀椀on.

What happened at the Shimla Conven琀椀on of 
1913-14?

• The conven琀椀on a琀琀empted to se琀琀le the ques-

琀椀on of Tibet’s sovereignty and avoid further 
territorial disputes in the region. 

• The treaty divided the Buddhist region into 

“Outer Tibet” and “Inner Tibet” – the former 
would “remain in the hands of the Tibetan Gov-

ernment at Lhasa under Chinese suzerainty”, 
though China was not allowed to interfere in its 
a昀昀airs. 

• The la琀琀er would be under the direct jurisdic-

琀椀on of the newly formed Republic of China. 
• The la琀琀er of these newly decided boundaries 

would later be called the McMahon Line a昀琀er 
McMahon, the chief Bri琀椀sh nego琀椀ator.

Why China did not sign the conven琀椀on:
• Arguing that Tibet had no independent authori-

ty to enter into interna琀椀onal agreements.

How was the border between Bri琀椀sh India and 
China decided?

• Following the “highest watershed principle”. 
This principle, considered to be the most log-

ical way of drawing borders in mountainous 
regions by the Bri琀椀sh, basically drew the bor-
der along the highest ridge between two river 
plains.

Status of the McMahon line since 1914:
• A昀琀er the communists took power in 1949, they 

pulled China out of all interna琀椀onal agree-

ments and the so-called “unequal trea琀椀es”.

Fig: McMahon Line

Insta Links: McMahon Line

INDIA-US ECONOMIC RELATIONS

Context: 
India and the United States of America held the 5th 
Ministerial level mee琀椀ng of the bilateral Commercial 
Dialogue recently 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/international-relations/india-and-its-neighborhood/india-china-relations/border-dispute-and-security-issues/mcmahon-line/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/international-relations/india-and-its-neighborhood/india-china-relations/border-dispute-and-security-issues/mcmahon-line/
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Various dimensions of India-US Economic rela琀椀ons:

Dimension Examples

Basis of commer-
cial rela琀椀ons

•	 Complementarity of India-US economic system
•	 3D= India’s Domes琀椀c Demand, Democracy and Demography (skilled worker)
•	 Common security interests: US supports India’s emergence as a security provider in 

the Indo-Paci昀椀c as a region of peace, stability, and growing prosperity.

Trade

•	 India-US bilateral trade is valued at $157 billion (2021)
•	 India has a Trade surplus with the US (about $32bn in 2021)
•	 Top exports to the US: Pharmaceu琀椀cals, Services, precious stones, and machinery
•	 Mutual collabora琀椀on in sharing of informa琀椀on to tackle o昀昀shore tax evasion

Investment

•	 The US is one of the largest sources of foreign direct investment in India (FDI in昀氀ows 
of over $46 billion from 2000 to 2021)

•	 India is also one of twelve countries partnering with the United States on the In-

do-Paci昀椀c Economic Framework for Prosperity (IPEF)

Technology and 
Innova琀椀on

•	 U.S.-India Ini琀椀a琀椀ve on Cri琀椀cal and Emerging Technology (iCET)
•	 MoU signed on establishing a semiconductor supply chain and innova琀椀on partner-

ship for Supply Chain Resilience. 
•	 It will complement India’s Semiconductor Mission with US CHIPS and Science Act
•	 Agreement on establishing a Semiconductor Sub-commi琀琀ee under Commercial Di-

alogue. 

Energy

•	 The US is a supplier of oil and gas to India (become 2nd largest Oil supplier in 2021; 
Currently: Russia is the top supplier)

•	 Both countries will work together in Global Biofuels Alliance and also in hydrogen 
technologies

•	 U.S.-India Energy Industry Network (EIN) for facilita琀椀ng U.S. industry involvement in 
the Clean EDGE Asia ini琀椀a琀椀ve 

•	 United States joined the Interna琀椀onal Solar Alliance

Defence

•	 The US is 2nd largest supplier of defence equipment to India (US supplied 16% of In-

dia’s imported arms between 2016 and 2020, as per SIPRI)
•	 Major defence deals: Purchase of Apache helicopters and P-8I mari琀椀me surveillance 

aircra昀琀, C-17 Globemaster III transport aircra昀琀, M777 howitzers

Challenges in Economic Rela琀椀ons:
• Imposi琀椀on of tari昀昀s by the US on Indian steel and aluminum products
• India’s Atmanirbhar Bharat Campaign has been misunderstood as protec琀椀onism
• Withdrawal of duty-free bene昀椀ts to Indian exporters under the GSP programme has a昀昀ected India’s ex-

port-oriented sectors
• US’ hos琀椀lity towards other countries like Iran and Russia, who are tradi琀椀onal allies of India, has also cre-

ated di昀昀erences.
• India’s purchase of S-400 from Russia and the US’ policy in Afghanistan are also challenges that are a昀昀ect-

ing the India-US rela琀椀onship.

Conclusion:
The demographic dividend in India provides a signi昀椀cant opportunity for technology transfer, manufacturing, 
trade, and investment between the US and India. There is huge poten琀椀al for more commercial partnerships esp. 
as US companies are adop琀椀ng the “China Plus One” strategy. 
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Insta Links: India-US

Mains Links: 
Q. What introduces fric琀椀on into the 琀椀es between In-

dia and the United States is that Washington is s琀椀ll 
unable to 昀椀nd India a posi琀椀on in its global strategy, 
which would sa琀椀sfy India’s Na琀椀onal self-esteem and 
ambi琀椀ons’. Explain with suitable examples. (UPSC 
2019)

Prelim Links
Q. India Government Bond Yields are in昀氀uenced by 
which of the following? (UPSC 2021)
1. Ac琀椀ons of the United States Federal Reserve.
2. Ac琀椀ons of the Reserve Bank of India.
3. In昀氀a琀椀on and short-term interest rates.
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 Only
(c) 3 Only
(d) 1, 2 and 3
Answer: D

IRAN-SAUDI DEAL: WHAT IT CAN 
MEAN FOR CHINA, WEST ASIA, 

AND INDIA?

Context: 
The Saudi-Iran detente/truce is China’s major geopoli琀椀-

cal manoeuvre in West Asia and sets the stage for poli琀椀-

cal in昀氀uence in the region that was formerly dominated 
by the US.

Background:
• The opening of diploma琀椀c rela琀椀ons between 

the two came a昀琀er decades of enmity and a 
formal cu琀�ng of 琀椀es in 2016.

• Since 2014, the two countries had been in a 

proxy war in Yemen, where Iran is backing the 
Houthi rebels and the Saudis lead a coali琀椀on of 
Gulf states backed by the US. 

About the Saudi-Iran deal brokered by China: 
The “joint trilateral statement”, signed in Beijing, in-

cludes -
• Resump琀椀on of diploma琀椀c rela琀椀ons and re-

opening of embassies and missions; 

• To respect for the sovereignty of states and the 
non-interference in the internal a昀昀airs of states; 

• To implement the Security Coopera琀椀on Agree-

ment (2001) and
• To implement the General Agreement for Coop-

era琀椀on in Economy, Trade, Investment, Tech-

nology, Science, Culture, Sports, and Youth 

(1998).

Mutual Interests Drive Se琀琀lement Decision: 
Exploring Reasons Behind Agreement

• For Saudi, tense rela琀椀ons with the Biden Ad-

ministra琀椀on, the absence of American security 
guarantees against Iran, rapid changes in the 
Saudi economy (diversi昀椀ca琀椀on) and China’s ris-

ing pro昀椀le in West Asia.
• For Iran, the isola琀椀on that came with the nucle-

ar sanc琀椀ons; the Abrahamic accords (2020) - the 
coming together of archenemy Israel-UAE-Bah-

rain-Saudi; the uprising of women; normalised 
rela琀椀ons with UAE and Kuwait. 

Signi昀椀cance of the deal:
• No one believes this deal will end all di昀昀erences 

between the Sunni (Saudi) monarchy and Shia 
(Iran) republic. 

• The deal may lead to las琀椀ng peace in Yemen 

and also end proxy Saudi-Iran hos琀椀li琀椀es in Leb-

anon, Syria, etc.
• May develop into a four-way alignment (Sau-

di-Iran-China-Russia).
• China is taking a new avatar - peacemaker, 

power broker - giving the world a new alterna-

琀椀ve to the US (blamed for instability in the re-

gion - failed miserably in Iraq, and Afghanistan). 

World’s response
• US: Welcomed the agreement and declined the 

assessment of diminished US in昀氀uence in the 
region. For example, Saudi recently concluded a 
deal for 121 Boeing aircra昀琀 with the US.

• Israel: A clear setback for PM Binyamin Net-
anyahu’s foreign policy - claiming to be the only 
country that could bring together an Arab-Israe-

li coali琀椀on against Iran.
	The Abrahamic Accords/the Arab-Is-

raeli alliance, mediated by the Trump 
Administra琀椀on, are shaken up by the 
Saudi-Iran agreement.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/international-relations/bilateral-regional-and-global-groupings-and-agreements-involving-india-and-or-affecting-indias-interests/india-and-other-nations/india-usa/
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• India: Shocked by China’s (its principal adver-
sary in a region where it has invested much dip-

loma琀椀c energy over the last decade) new avatar. 
	India has always advocated dialogue 

and diplomacy to resolve di昀昀erences.

Op琀椀ons available for India: 
• Coopera琀椀on rather than confronta琀椀on with 

China in West Asia.
• Considering both countries have a wide range 

of shared interests in terms of energy security, 
open and free sea lanes, logis琀椀cal connec琀椀vity, 
and most importantly, regional stability.

Conclusion: 
• China’s big-琀椀cket diplomacy in the region is sure 

to impact the I2U2 (Israel-India-UAE-US) group-

ing. 
• It calls for India to work on its 琀椀es to the re-

gion independently of the US (for instance with 
Iran), and in ways that project its civilisa琀椀onal 
and cultural links and the posi琀椀ve contribu琀椀ons 
of the Indian diaspora.

Insta Links: 
In Saudi-Iranian normaliza琀椀on, new challenges emerge 
in West Asia

Mains Links: 
Q. In what ways would the ongoing US-Iran Nuclear 
Pact Controversy a昀昀ect the na琀椀onal interest of India? 
How should India respond to its situa琀椀on? (UPSC 2018)

E昀昀ect of policies and poli琀椀cs 

‘LEAST DEVELOPED COUNTRY’ 
STATUS

Context: 
Bhutan will become the seventh na琀椀on to graduate 
from the United Na琀椀ons (UN) list of Least Developed 
Countries (LDC).

What is a Least Developed Country (LDC)?
According to the UN, an LDC is de昀椀ned as “a country 
that exhibits the lowest indicators of socioeconomic 

development, with low levels of income, human cap-

ital and economic diversi昀椀ca琀椀on, high levels of eco-

nomic vulnerability, and a popula琀椀on that is dispro-

por琀椀onately reliant on agriculture, natural resources, 
and primary commodi琀椀es.”

The UN iden琀椀昀椀es three criteria for a country to 
be classi昀椀ed as an LDC:

• It must have a gross na琀椀onal income (GNI) per 
capita below the threshold of USD 1,230 over a 
three-year average.

• It must perform poorly on a composite human 
assets index based on indicators including nu-

tri琀椀on, health, and educa琀椀on.
• The country must demonstrate economic vul-

nerability such as being prone to natural disas-

ters and possessing structural economic con-

straints.

How does a country get o昀昀 the LDC list?
• A na琀椀on must have a GNI per capita of at least 

USD 1,242 for two consecu琀椀ve triennial re-

views in order to meet the income requirement.
• By using measures like educa琀椀on, health, and 

nutri琀椀on, a na琀椀on must show that it has im-

proved its human capital in order to achieve 
the human assets requirement. 

• A na琀椀on also must show that it has improved its 

ability to withstand external economic shocks 
like natural catastrophes or shi昀琀s in commodi-
ty prices in order to pass the economic vulner-
ability test. 

Advantages of being an LDC
• Being an LDC confers certain economic bene昀椀ts 

to the listed country.
• LDCs also enjoy duty-free and quota-free (DFQF) 

access to the markets of developed countries. 
• LDCs are also eligible for loans with special 

terms for development, which include loans 
with a lower interest rate and a longer repay-

ment 琀椀me than those given to other na琀椀ons. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/09/06/sansad-tv-diplomatic-dispatch-i2u2-summit/
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Related News:
Doha Poli琀椀cal Declara琀椀on
Context:  The Fi昀琀h United Na琀椀ons Conference on the 
Least Developed Countries (LDC5) concluded with 
the adop琀椀on of the ‘Doha Poli琀椀cal Declara琀椀on’ by 
world leaders.
With just under eight years le昀琀 to achieve the Sus-

tainable Development Goals, the declara琀椀on focus-

es on implemen琀椀ng the Doha Programme of Ac琀椀on 
(DPoA) — the 10-year plan to put the world’s 46 
most vulnerable countries back on track to achieving 
the UN-mandated Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDG). 
DPoA (2022-2031) consisted of six key focus areas 
including eradica琀椀ng poverty, leveraging the poten-

琀椀al of science and technology to 昀椀ght against mul琀椀-

dimensional vulnerabili琀椀es and to achieve the SDGs, 
addressing climate change, and environmental degra-

da琀椀on, recovering from the COVID-19 pandemic and 
building resilience against future shocks for risk-in-

formed sustainable development.

Insta Links: 
China’s status as a ‘developing country’ at the World 
Trade Organiza琀椀on (WTO)

GS3

Banking and issues 

WHAT CAUSED SILICON VALLEY 
BANK’S FAILURE? 

Context: 
The downfall of the US-based Silicon Valley Bank (SVB) 
is the largest failure of a 昀椀nancial ins琀椀tu琀椀on since the 
global 昀椀nancial crisis of 2008.

What went wrong at SVB?
• The 昀椀nancial ins琀椀tu琀椀on best known for its re-

la琀椀onships with high-昀氀ying world technolo-

gy startups and venture capital experienced a 

bank run.
• A bank run, which is typically the result of pan-

ic (customers withdraw their deposits simulta-

neously) rather than true insolvency, pushes a 
bank into actual insolvency.

• Bank runs have occurred throughout history 
including during the Great Depression and the 
2008-09 昀椀nancial crisis.

What happens next?
• The SVB’s large deposits (startups and wealthy 

tech workers) are unsafe. 
	The Federal government insures depos-

its to $250,000 and anything above it is 
considered uninsured and likely to be 
released in an orderly process. 

	But many businesses want to access 
funds to meet payroll and o昀케ce expens-
es → could lead to furloughs/layo昀昀s.

• There isno buyer of SVB.

Is this a sign of a repeat of the 2008 global 昀椀-

nancial crisis?
• No. SVB was large but had a unique existence 

by servicing nearly exclusively the technology 
world and VC-backed companies. 

• Other banks are far more diversi昀椀ed across 
mul琀椀ple industries, customer bases and geogra-

phies and could survive a deep recession and a 

signi昀椀cant rise in unemployment.
• However, if the ‘contagion e昀昀ects’ from SVB or 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/01/11/chinas-status-as-a-developing-country-at-the-world-trade-organization-wto/
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higher interest rates hit more foreign banks, a 昀氀ight to safety among global investors could hit capital 
昀氀ows into emerging markets.

Impact on the Indian economy?
• Many Indian start-ups [especially in the SaaS (so昀琀ware as a service) sector] not only have accounts, but 

the bank had also been an important lender.
• For example, an investment of a total of $1.7 million in One97 Communica琀椀ons, the parent company of 

Paytm. 
• As the funding for start-ups is dwindling, this could prove to be a major roadblock, especially for young 

businesses.
• The 昀氀ight of capital could also impact the rupee.

Insta Links: Ten years on, in uncharted waters

Prelims Links: (UPSC 2020)
Q. If another global 昀椀nancial crisis happens in the near future, which of the following ac琀椀ons/policies are most 
likely to give some immunity to India?
1. Not depending on short-term foreign borrowings
2. Opening up to more foreign banks
3. Maintaining full capital account conver琀椀bility
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
1. 1 only
2. 1 and 2 only
3. 3 only
4. 1, 2 and 3
Ans: 1

WHAT ARE ‘TOO-BIG-TO-FAIL’ BANKS, AND WHAT MAKES INDIAN 
BANKS SAFE?

Context: 
Recent banking crisis in the US has raised the ques琀椀on of how secure Indian banks are in the age of start-ups and 
digi琀椀sa琀椀on.

Background:
• Despite the recent bank failures in the US (SVB), which occurred more than a decade and a half a昀琀er the 

2008 global 昀椀nancial crisis, Indian banks remained una昀昀ected.
● India has established Domes琀椀c Systemically Important Banks (D-SIBs)/Too-Big-To-Fail banks to protect 

itself from 2008/SVB-like episodes.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/09/21/insights-into-editorial-ten-years-on-in-uncharted-waters/
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Too-Big-To-Fail banks:
What are D-SIBs? How are they selected? Signi昀椀cance
• A bank that might substan琀椀ally 

disrupt the 昀椀nancial system (be-

cause of its size, lack of subs琀椀tut-
ability, and interconnectedness) in 

the event of its failure.
• In 2010, the Switzerland-based 

Financial Stability Board (FSB) 
recommended that all member 
countries should put in place a 
framework to reduce risks a琀琀rib-

utable to Systemically Important 
Financial Ins琀椀tu琀椀ons (SIFIs) in 
their jurisdic琀椀ons.

• The D-SIB framework was an-

nounced by the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) in 2014.

• RBI has classi昀椀ed SBI, ICICI Bank 
and HDFC Bank as D-SIBs. 

• These banks have to earmark ad-

di琀椀onal capital and provisions to 
safeguard their opera琀椀ons.

• This avoids moral hazard due to 
the percep琀椀on that government 
support at 琀椀mes of distress en-

courages risk-taking, reduces mar-
ket discipline, etc.

• The RBI follows a two-
step process.

• First, a sample of banks 

to be assessed for their 
systemic importance is 
decided. 
• Banks (based on Ba-

sel-III Leverage Ra琀椀o 
Exposure Measure) 
having a size beyond 
2% of GDP will be se-

lected in the sample.
• Next, the D-SIBs are 

segregated into buckets 
based on their systemic 
importance scores. 

G-SIBs:
• The Basel accord, in con-

sulta琀椀on with the Basel 
Commi琀琀ee on Banking 
Supervision (BCBS), has 
iden琀椀昀椀ed a list of G-SIBs.

• There are 30 G-SIBs cur-
rently (none from India).

• Including JP Morgan, 
Ci琀椀bank, HSBC, Bank of 
America, Bank of China, 
Barclays, etc.

• The failure of a large bank anywhere 
can have a contagion e昀昀ect around 
the world. 

• The failure of a bank → damages 
con昀椀dence in the banking system → 
a昀昀ects the domes琀椀c/global econo-

my due to the interconnected 昀椀nan-

cial systems.
• As a result, government ac琀椀on was 

seen as being necessary for many 
jurisdic琀椀ons to guarantee 昀椀nancial 
stability.

How is Indian banking unique?
• Sound regulatory prac琀椀ces and government interven琀椀ons when banks have faced di昀케cul琀椀es (Yes Bank).
• Di昀昀erent balance sheet structures - household savings cons琀椀tute a major part of bank deposits in India, 

which can’t be withdrawn in bulk quan琀椀琀椀es.
• A large chunk of Indian deposits is with public sector banks, and with very strong private sectors lenders 

such as HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank and Axis Bank. 
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Way ahead:
• The RBI’s guidelines of 2018 advising banks to 

create an Investment Fluctua琀椀on Reserve is 

just the kind of countercyclical tool that has rel-
a琀椀vely insulated Indian lenders from interest 
rate risks. 

• S琀椀ll, the RBI must remain on guard to ensure 
neither global contagion nor management mis-

steps threaten any local lender.

Infrastructure

WILL THE NATIONAL CHAMPIONS 
MODEL OF INFRASTRUCTURE DE-

VELOPMENT WORK?

Context: 
Infrastructure in emerging economies like India has 
seemingly become both a demonstra琀椀on of good and 
a necessity.

Importance of Infrastructure in emerging 
economies:

• Simultaneously works as a na琀椀onal aspira琀椀on 
good, 

• A barometer of na琀椀onal progress, 
• A mechanism for job crea琀椀on, 
• A vehicle for crowding in private investment, 

etc. 

Constraints on infrastructure provision are: 

• Expensive, because it needs to be built to a min-

imum scale.
• O昀琀en has a public good component, which 

makes the social value of infrastructure higher 
than its private value to individual users → mak-

ing it rela琀椀vely unpro昀椀table for private inves-

tors.
• The tradi琀椀onal approach to 昀椀nancing infra-

structure → tax revenues or government bor-
rowing.

• Vicious trap → poorer economies generate less 
tax revenue → increasing public borrowing do-

mes琀椀cally → crowd out private investment → 
limits infrastructure investment, growth of the 
economy → keep the country poor. 

Indian government’s e昀昀orts to come out of 
this vicious trap? 

• Incen琀椀vise private sector par琀椀cipa琀椀on by pro-

viding targeted subsidies for infrastructure in-

vestments. 
	In the early 2000s, the Public-Pri-

vate-Partnership (PPP) model was in-
troduced. 

	While the program did result in the 
construc琀椀on of a lot of infrastructure, 
it ended in an avalanche of non-per-
forming assets with public sector banks 
→ widespread corrup琀椀on → change in 
government in 2014.

• The “na琀椀onal champions” model: It modi昀椀ed 
the PPP approach by assigning the bulk of the 
infrastructure provisioning for roads, ports, 
airports, energy, and communica琀椀ons to a few 
chosen industrial houses. 

How does this model overcome the di昀케culty 
of 昀椀nancing infrastructure?

• Incen琀椀vising na琀椀onal champions to build the 
projects iden琀椀昀椀ed by the government.

• New aspects of the na琀椀onal champions model:
	Champions given control over exis琀椀ng 

projects with strong cash 昀氀ows → helps 
them to achieve targeted returns and 
borrow from external credit markets → 
lowers the cost of 昀椀nance, freeing up 
domes琀椀c savings for private investment

	The public associa琀椀on of the champi-
ons with the government’s na琀椀onal de-
velopment policy → generates a com-

https://www.insightsonindia.com/indian-economy-3/investment-models/various-investment-models/public-private-partnership-model/
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pe琀椀琀椀ve advantage in ge琀�ng domes琀椀c 
and foreign contracts. 

Issues with the na琀椀onal champions model:
• The direct associa琀椀on of conglomerates with 

government policies → markets, regulators 
treat them as too big to fail → delayed discov-

ery of problems, spillover. 
• The longer it takes for projects to generate large 

cash 昀氀ows, the greater will be the need for the 
state to provide access to addi琀椀onal cash 昀氀ows.

• These risks turning the country into an industri-

al oligarchy. 
• An uneven playing 昀椀eld in terms of market ac-

cess, regulatory relaxa琀椀ons → a signi昀椀cant de-

terrent for foreign investors → bad for e昀케cien-

cy and produc琀椀vity at the economy-wide level

Dilemma India is facing:
• Can infrastructure provision be the solu琀椀on to 

India’s growth aspira琀椀ons? 
• India is at an in昀氀ec琀椀on point in its development 

path. 

Way ahead: 
A development model based on a domes琀椀c de-

mand-driven produc琀椀on structure, powered by so昀琀 
and hard infrastructure. 

Insta Links: Investment models

Mains Links: 
Q. Explain how private-public partnership agree-

ments, in longer gesta琀椀on infrastructure projects, can 
transfer unsuitable liabili琀椀es to the future. What ar-
rangements need to be put in place to ensure that suc-

cessive genera琀椀ons’ capaci琀椀es are not compromised? 
(UPSC 2014)

Energy

RISE IN INDIA’S PETROLEUM 
PRODUCT EXPORTS TO THE EU

Context: 
India’s petroleum product exports to the EU have in-

creased considerably over the past months as the re-

gion reduces imports of re昀椀ned products from Russia, 
due to the war in Ukraine.

Background:
• India is a major re昀椀ner with an annual re昀椀ning 

capacity of about 250 million tonnes. 
• While it is also one of the top consumers of 

crude oil, India’s re昀椀ning capacity is higher 
than its domes琀椀c demand.

What does the data show?
• India’s petroleum product exports to the EU 

rose 20.4% year on year in April-January to 11.6 
million tonnes, with the region climbing to the 
top 20 regions impor琀椀ng re昀椀ned products from 
India.

• According to the Directorate General of Com-

mercial Intelligence and Sta琀椀s琀椀cs (DGCIS) data, 
Indian re昀椀ners (par琀椀cularly private) are rush-

ing to partly 昀椀ll the supply gap for the region.

Why does the rise ma琀琀er? From the global oil markets 
perspec琀椀ve, suppliers like India are helping maintain 
a demand-supply balance, while preven琀椀ng extreme 
price shocks. 

Bene昀椀ts for India:
• Indian re昀椀ners, par琀椀cularly export-oriented 

private sector players (Reliance Industries and 
Nayara Energy), stand to gain (purchase Russian 
oil at a discount).

• India now 昀椀nds itself playing an increasingly 
prominent role in the global crude oil and re-

昀椀ned products supply map.

What is the West’s view on rising Indian ex-

ports to the EU?
• While the West was irked at India’s rising pur-

chases of Russian oil, countries like the US are 
comfortable with the rising supply of Indian re-

昀椀ned products to the EU. 
• They see it as cri琀椀cal for the success of the price 

caps on Russian oil and re昀椀ned products (im-

posed by G7 countries) without causing a global 
supply shock. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/indian-economy-3/investment-models/
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Insta Links: 
Exports cross the $400 billion annual target as goods 
shipments jump

Mains Links:
 Q. Account for the failure of the manufacturing sector 
in achieving the goal of labour-intensive exports rath-

er than capital-intensive exports. Suggest measures 
for more labour-intensive rather than capital-inten-

sive exports. (UPSC 2017)

POWERING THE AMRIT KAAL 

Context: 
An integrated approach that focuses on renewable en-

ergy along with the explora琀椀on of tradi琀椀onal fuels is 
the key to energy security in the next 25 years in India.

Need for an integrated approach:
• 3As: Ensuring energy access, availability, and 

a昀昀ordability for India’s large popula琀椀on.
• As the world’s fastest-growing major economy 

with rising energy needs, India will account for 
approximately 25% of the global energy de-

mand growth between 2020-2040.

The success story of India:
• When petrol and diesel prices went up by 35-

40% in the US, Canada, Spain and the UK, prices 

of diesel in India have actually gone down in 
the last 1 year.

	This is despite the fact that India im-
ports over 85% of its crude oil and 55% 
of its natural gas requirements.

• When several countries in India’s neighbour-
hood have had dry outs and power cuts to man-

age demand, there has been no shortage of 
fuel anywhere in India.

How was this made possible?
Through a pragma琀椀c and balanced energy strategy → 
ensuring energy jus琀椀ce. 

Focus on tradi琀椀onal fuels:
• The Centre and many states announced mas-

sive cuts in excise duty and VAT rates. 
• Oil PSUs absorbed huge losses to ensure that 

the massive hikes in the prices of crude oil and 
natural gas were not passed on to Indian con-

sumers. 
• Subsidised APM gas for the city gas distribu琀椀on 

sector was dras琀椀cally increased.
• Imposing an export cess on petrol, diesel, and 

ATF.
• A windfall tax on domes琀椀cally produced pe-

troleum products to prevent re昀椀ners and pro-

ducers from pro昀椀teering at the cost of domes琀椀c 
consumers.

• Over the years, India has expanded -
	Its network of crude oil suppliers from 

27 na琀椀ons to 39 na琀椀ons. For example, 
in the US, the energy trade has gone up 
13 琀椀mes in the last four years.

	Its re昀椀ning capacity (450 MMT by 2040) 
- India is a global exporter of petro-
leum products [re昀椀ning capacity is the 
4th-largest a昀琀er the US, China and Rus-
sia].

	Tradi琀椀onal fuel explora琀椀on - reduced 
the prohibited/no-go areas in its EEZ by 
99%, releasing nearly 1 million sq km 
for explora琀椀on.

	These strategic market cards not only 
ensured a昀昀ordable energy for Indian 
consumers but also had a calming e昀昀ect 
on global petroleum markets.

• India is also pushing to move towards a gas-
based economy by increasing the share of gas 
from the current 6.3 to 15% by 2030. 
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Focus on alterna琀椀ve fuels/energy transi琀椀on:
• India announced its net-zero emissions by 2070 

and cu琀�ng down emissions by 1 billion tonnes 
by 2030 targets.

• At the India Energy Week 2023, India took a gi-
ant stride in its biofuel revolu琀椀on by launching 
E20 - 20% ethanol-blended gasoline, which will 
be rolled out in 15 ci琀椀es in the next 2 years. 
	India’s ethanol-blending gasoline has 

grown from just 1.53% in 2013-14 to 
10.17% in 2023.

• India is also se琀�ng up 昀椀ve 2nd-genera琀椀on eth-

anol plants that can convert agricultural waste 
into biofuel, further reducing pollu琀椀on due to 
stubble burning, and genera琀椀ng income for 
farmers.

• The Na琀椀onal Green Hydrogen Mission has 

been launched with an outlay of Rs 19,744 crore 
to accelerate India’s e昀昀orts towards 4 MT of an-

nual green hydrogen produc琀椀on. 
	It will save Rs 1 lakh crore in cumula琀椀ve 

fossil fuel import savings by 2030. 
• India is also suppor琀椀ng electric vehicles through 

a produc琀椀on-linked incen琀椀ve scheme to make 
advanced fuel cells of 50-gigawa琀琀 hours. 

• India is also targe琀椀ng the installa琀椀on of alter-

na琀椀ve fuel sta琀椀ons (EV charging/ CNG/ LPG/ 
LNG/ CBG) at 22,000 retail outlets by May 2024.

Conclusion: 
Energy security and independence remain the main 
objec琀椀ves as India implements its Amrit Kaal plan to 
grow to a $ 26 trillion economy by 2047.

Insta Links: India wants energy transi琀椀on on its own 
terms – without phasing out coal and with more grants

Environmental pollu琀椀on and degrada琀椀on

WHY DO LANDFILLS CATCH FIRE 
AND WHAT CAN WE DO ABOUT 

THEM?

Context: 
The Kochi land昀椀ll site around Brahmapuram that caught 
昀椀re was a stark reminder that Indian ci琀椀es need to be 
prepared for more such incidents as summer approach-

es. 

What triggers land昀椀ll 昀椀res?
• A land昀椀ll site is a site for the disposal of waste 

materials and is the oldest and most common 

form of waste disposal.
• The land昀椀ll sites in India are not scien琀椀昀椀cally 

planned. The e昀케ciency of waste processing is 
only 30-40%, while India’s municipali琀椀es are 
collec琀椀ng over 95% of the waste generated in 
ci琀椀es. 

• The wastes are not segregated due to which the 
land昀椀ll sites receive mixed wastes which include 

organic waste/ignitable material/plas琀椀cs. 
	Higher temperature + 昀氀ammable mate-

rial = a chance for the land昀椀ll to catch 
昀椀re. 

• The anaerobic decomposi琀椀on (breakdown of 
organic waste in the absence of oxygen) gener-
ates methane gas and heat. 

• As soon as the methane gas comes in contact 
with oxygen, the combus琀椀ble materials at the 
dumping site catch 昀椀re easily.

Challenges: 
• The land昀椀ll 昀椀res take 琀椀me to exhaust,
• The 昀椀res emit greenhouse gases,
• Mul琀椀ple igni琀椀on points, 
• Lack of constant water supply and 
• The danger involved in climbing the tall mounds 

of garbage. 

Is there a permanent solu琀椀on?
• Closing land昀椀lls in a scien琀椀昀椀c manner (SoPs in-

cluding managing the methane emissions). This 

solu琀椀on is unsuitable in the Indian context as 
the land can’t be used again for other purposes. 

• Clear the piles of waste through bioremedia-

琀椀on, i.e., excavate old waste and use automat-
ed sieving machines to segregate the 昀氀ammable 
refuse-derived fuel (RDF) from biodegradable 
material. 
	The recovered RDF (plas琀椀cs, rags, and 

clothing) can be used as fuel in cement 
kilns, and the biosoil can be given to 
farmers to improve their soil. 

	There will be a need to land昀椀ll the 
harmless por琀椀on.
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Immediate measures to manage land昀椀ll 昀椀res:
• Divide a site into blocks depending on the na-

ture of the waste. 
• Blocks with fresh waste should be separated 

from blocks with 昀氀ammable material. 
• Di昀昀erent blocks should be separated using a 

drain or soil bund and a layer of soil should cap 
each block → turned regularly for aera琀椀on → 
helps cool the waste heap.

• The most vulnerable part of the land昀椀ll should 
be capped with soil.

• In addi琀椀on, 
	Sites should be equipped with water 

tankers with sprinklers 
	The municipality should have a plan of 

ac琀椀on in advance
	Waste-processing workers should have 

response training, etc.

Way ahead: 
• The Solid Waste Management Rules 2016 state 

that only non-recyclable, non-biodegradable, 
and non-combus琀椀ble waste should go to a san-

itary land昀椀ll.
• The problem needs to be addressed at two lev-

els - at the level of public policy (domain of the 
government), and of the public itself (reducing 
waste genera琀椀on/disposal, segrega琀椀ng waste). 

Best prac琀椀ce (Indore) - “India’s Cleanest City” for the 
sixth consecu琀椀ve year:
● MP’s largest city/state’s commercial capital, with 

a popula琀椀on of 35 lakh, is garbage bin-free, even 
though it generates 1,200 tons of dry waste and 
700 tons of wet waste daily.

● While segrega琀椀on of garbage into ‘dry’ and ‘wet’ 
categories is common, in Indore it happens in six 

categories at a collec琀椀on point.

Insta Links: Solid-Waste Management

Mains Links: 
Q. What are the impediments in disposing of the huge 
quan琀椀琀椀es of discarded solid waste which are con琀椀nu-

ously being generated? How do we safely remove the 
toxic wastes that have been accumula琀椀ng in our hab-

itable environment? (UPSC 2018)

Prelims Links: (UPSC 2019)
As per the Solid Waste Management Rules, 2016 in In-

dia, which one of the following statements is correct?
a. Waste generator has to segregate waste into 昀椀ve 

categories.
b. The Rules are applicable to no琀椀昀椀ed urban local 

bodies, no琀椀昀椀ed towns and all industrial townships 
only.

c. The Rules provide for exact and elaborate crite-

ria for the iden琀椀昀椀ca琀椀on of sites for land昀椀lls and 
waste processing facili琀椀es.

d. It is mandatory on the part of the waste generator 
that the waste generated in one district cannot be 
moved to another district.

Ans: (c)

Disaster and disaster management.

A HOLISTIC APPROACH TO DISAS-
TER MANAGEMENT

Context: 
The 3rd Session of the Na琀椀onal Pla琀昀orm for Disaster 
Risk Reduc琀椀on (NPDRR) has concluded in New Delhi.

About the Session:
• The session deliberated on 10-point agenda on 

Disaster Risk Reduc琀椀on given by Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi and the Sendai Framework 

apart from other issues.  
• Organized by: Ministry of Home A昀昀airs (MHA)+ 

Na琀椀onal Disaster Management Authority 
(NDMA)+ Na琀椀onal Disaster Response Force 
(NDRF)+ Na琀椀onal Ins琀椀tute of Disaster Manage-

ment (NIDM)
• Theme: “Building Local Resilience in a Changing 

Climate

PM’s 10-Point Agenda: 
• Importance of Local Resilience in Disaster Risk 

Reduc琀椀on E.g. 
	Prime Minister’s 10-Point Agenda: 

Building local capaci琀椀es and ini琀椀a琀椀ves
	Kutch (Gujarat): Bhunga houses of 

Kutch survived the earthquake to a 
large extent

	Kerala: Tradi琀椀onal houses known as 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/environment/environment-pollution-and-control/waste-management/solid-waste-management/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/disaster-management/prime-ministers-ten-point-agenda-on-drr/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/disaster-management/prime-ministers-ten-point-agenda-on-drr/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/03/19/united-nations-office-for-disaster-risk-reduction-unisdr/
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“Naluke琀琀u,” are built with sloping roofs 
to prevent waterlogging during 昀氀oods.

	Local Disaster volunteers: e.g. Apada 
Mitra, Yuvak Mandal and Sakhi Mandal

• Need for Development Sectors to Imbibe Prin-

ciples of Disaster Risk Management
• Importance of Risk Coverage for All
• Women’s Leadership and Greater Involvement 

in Disaster Risk Management
• Investment in Global Risk Mapping
• Leveraging Technology for Disaster Risk Reduc-

琀椀on
• Developing a Network of Universi琀椀es to Work 

on Disaster-Related Issues
• U琀椀lizing social media and Mobile Technologies 

for Disaster Risk Reduc琀椀on
• Learning from Disasters through Post-Disaster 

Studies

• Need for Greater Cohesion in Interna琀椀onal Re-

sponse to Disasters E.g., in wake of the recent 
Earthquake in Syria and Turkey, United Na琀椀ons 
Satellite Centre (UNOSAT) ac琀椀vated its emer-
gency GIS mapping service

What is Disaster Risk Reduc琀椀on?
Disaster risk reduc琀椀on is aimed at preven琀椀ng new and 
reducing exis琀椀ng disaster risks and managing residual 
risk, all of which contribute to strengthening resilience 
and therefore to the achievement of sustainable devel-
opment.

Ini琀椀a琀椀ves for Disaster Risk Reduc琀椀on (DRR)
•	 Global:

o Sendai Framework (2015): Successor 
instrument to the Hyogo Framework for 
Ac琀椀on (HFA)

o Global Pla琀昀orm for Disaster Risk Reduc-
琀椀on, 2022 

o Climate Risk and Early Warning Systems 
(CREWS) ( Under the World Meteorolog-

ical Organiza琀椀on):  It provides access to 
early warnings in the Least Developed 
Countries (LDCs) and Small Island Devel-
oping States (SIDS).

o Sectoral Guide on Climate Informa琀椀on 
& Early Warning Systems (by Green Cli-
mate Fund): It iden琀椀昀椀es investment op-

portuni琀椀es in him impact sector for DRR
•	 India’s Ini琀椀a琀椀ves:

o Coali琀椀on for Disaster Resilient Infra-

structure Society (CDRIS): To increase 
the resilience of infrastructure sys-

tems to climate and disaster risks
o Na琀椀onal Disaster Management Plan 

2016 (NDMP): To coordinate response 
to natural or man-made disasters and 
for capacity-building in disaster resilien-
cy and crisis response.

o India aims to achieve zero mortality in 
all disasters in collabora琀椀on with state 
governments and response agencies

o The Disaster Management Act, 2005, 
seeks to mainstream disaster risk reduc-

琀椀on into development planning

About NPDRR
It is a Na琀椀onal Pla琀昀orm (est. 2013, HQ: New Delhi), 
which helps in the formula琀椀on of future Na琀椀onal Ac-

琀椀on Plan on DRR

Related news
Government schemes to safeguard farmers vis-à-vis 
disasters and climate change
•	 Gramin Krishi Mausam Sewa scheme: Under it, 

Agrometeorological Advisory Services (AAS) being 
rendered for the bene昀椀t of farmers 

•	 Implemen琀椀ng the Per Drop More Crop scheme
•	 Focusing on Integrated Farming System (IFS) for 

enhancing produc琀椀vity and minimizing risks asso-

ciated with clima琀椀c variability under the Rainfed 
Area Development (RAD) Programme. 

•	 The Na琀椀onal Innova琀椀ons in Climate Resilient Ag-

riculture (NICRA) project has been launched to 
develop and promote climate-resilient agriculture 
in vulnerable areas of the country. 

•	 The Integrated Coastal Zone Management Proj-
ect (ICZMP) has been implemented to assist in di-
saster management for the coastal environment.

Insta Links: 
Risk-reduction strategies using traditional knowledge

•	 Disaster Management Basics

Mains Links: 
Q. Discuss the need for Disaster risk reduc琀椀on in In-

dia. What are the challenges involved and explain the 
global e昀昀orts in this direc琀椀on? (250 words) 

https://www.undrr.org/implementing-sendai-framework/what-sendai-framework
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/07/19/risk-reduction-strategies-using-traditional-knowledge/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/07/19/risk-reduction-strategies-using-traditional-knowledge/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/disaster-management/the-national-disaster-management-plan-2016/
file:///C:/Users/nagla/Downloads/Risk-reduction%20strategies%20using%20traditional%20knowledge
https://www.insightsonindia.com/disaster-management/
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Insurgency

SOO AGREEMENT WITH TRIBAL 
INSURGENT GROUPS 

Context: 
The state government of Manipur decided to withdraw 
from the Suspension of Opera琀椀ons (SoO) agreement 
with two hill-based tribal militant groups.

Background: 
Two hill-based tribal militant groups - Kuki Na琀椀onal 
Army (KNA) and Zomi Revolu琀椀onary Army (ZRA) were 
allegedly in昀氀uencing agita琀椀on among forest encroach-

ers.

The Kuki people:
• They are an ethnic group na琀椀ve to the Mizo 

Hills (formerly Lushai) - a mountainous region in 
the south-eastern part of Mizoram and Manipur 
in India. 

• In Northeast India, they are present in all states 

except Arunachal Pradesh and some 50 tribes 
of Kuki peoples are recognised as STs.

• The Chin people of Myanmar and the Mizo peo-

ple of Mizoram are related to the Kukis and are 
collec琀椀vely termed the Zo people.

                               

What are the roots of the Kuki insurgency?
• The Kuki insurgency gained momentum a昀琀er 

ethnic clashes with the Nagas of Manipur in 
the early 1990s.

• While the two tribes have shared a hos琀椀le rela-

琀椀onship since colonial 琀椀mes, clashes took place 
in the 1990s when claims of “kuki homeland” in 
the Manipur hills overlapped with the imagined 
Naga homeland of Greater Nagaland/Nagalim.

• While the Naga movement is the country’s lon-

gest-running insurgency, underground Kuki 
groups too have fought the Indian government 
for an ‘independent Kuki homeland’ since then.

What is the SoO pact?
• There are nearly 30 Kuki insurgent groups in 

Manipur, of which 25 are under tripar琀椀te Sus-

pension of Opera琀椀ons (SoO) with the Govern-

ment of India and the state. 
• The SoO pact was signed on August 22, 2008, 

with the primary objec琀椀ve of ini琀椀a琀椀ng poli琀椀cal 
dialogue. 

What are the terms of the SoO pact?
• The important terms under the pact are that se-

curity forces, including state and central forces, 
are not to launch any opera琀椀ons, nor can the 
underground groups.

• The signatories  (like UPF, and KNO) shall abide 
by the Cons琀椀tu琀椀on of India, the laws of the 
land and the territorial integrity of Manipur. 

• They are prohibited from commi琀�ng all kinds of 
atroci琀椀es, extor琀椀on, etc.

Impact of SoO pact:
• The Kuki ou琀昀its who were ini琀椀ally demand-

ing a separate Kuki state have come down to a 
‘Kukiland territorial council’, which would have 
昀椀nancial and administra琀椀ve powers indepen-

dent of the Manipur Assembly and government.
• As a rehabilita琀椀on package, the UG cadres liv-

ing in the designated camps are given a monthly 
s琀椀pend of Rs 5000. 
	Financial assistance is also being provid-

ed to maintain the designated camps.

What next?
• The revoca琀椀on of the SoO agreement has now 

raised ques琀椀ons about the government’s intent 
to resolve the issue earliest.

• Feeling ignored, the ou琀昀its could once again 
start insurgency ac琀椀vi琀椀es threatening the inter-
nal security of a strategically located region.
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Insta Links: 
The history of the Kuki insurgency in Manipur

Mains Links: 
Q. The northeastern region of India has been infested 
with insurgency for a very long 琀椀me. Analyze the ma-

jor reasons for the survival of armed insurgency in this 
region. (UPSC 2017)

GS4

Human Values

REPARATIONS FOR BLACK PEOPLE

Context: 
San Francisco supervisors have backed the idea of pay-

ing repara琀椀ons to Black people

What are Repara琀椀ons?
Repara琀椀ons are the act or process of making amends 
for a wrong. E昀昀ec琀椀ve and prompt repara琀椀on is intend-

ed to promote jus琀椀ce.

Why Repara琀椀ons?
The state of California and the ci琀椀es of Boston and San 
Francisco are among jurisdic琀椀ons trying to atone not 
just for cha琀琀el slavery, but for decades of racist policies 
and laws that systemically denied Black Americans ac-

cess to the property, educa琀椀on, and the ability to build 
genera琀椀onal wealth.

Fig: US federal government’s promise of gran琀椀ng “40 
acres and a mule” (1865) to newly freed slaves was 
never realized

Why Now?
The proposal for repara琀椀ons is not new, but it has 
gained momentum a昀琀er the murder of George Floyd, a 
Black man, who was killed in police custody in 2020 rep-

ara琀椀ons movements began spreading in earnest across 
the country. 

Arguments: 
• For repara琀椀ons: The proposal includes giving a 

lump sum of $5 million to each deserving indi-
vidual, establishing an Afrocentric K-12 school, 
o昀昀ering cash to at-risk students for hi琀�ng edu-

ca琀椀onal benchmarks, free mental health and re-

hab treatment, and priori琀椀zing Black San Fran-

ciscans for job opportuni琀椀es and training.
• Concerns against the proposal: Cri琀椀cs argue 

that it is unfair for taxpayers, some of whom are 
immigrants, to shoulder the cost of structural 
racism and discriminatory government policies. 

Ethical Perspec琀椀ves:  
• Acknowledging and atoning for past wrongs: 

San Francisco’s move to consider repara琀椀ons for 
Black people acknowledges the systemic racism 
and discriminatory policies that have disadvan-

taged them for genera琀椀ons.
• Balancing compe琀椀ng interests: Desire to atone 

for past wrongs Vs the poten琀椀al 昀椀nancial bur-
den on taxpayers. 

• Understanding the importance of perspec琀椀ve: 
While a majority of Black people surveyed sup-

ported repara琀椀ons, only 30% of all US respon-

dents were in favour. There is a need for consen-

sus and understanding and respec琀椀ng di昀昀erent 
perspec琀椀ves. 

• Holding individuals and ins琀椀tu琀椀ons account-
able for their ac琀椀ons and working to correct 
past injus琀椀ces.

Indian Context: 
• Against Bri琀椀sh Colonial Rules: Shashi Tharo-

or in his book “An Era of Darkness: The Bri琀椀sh 
Empire in India,” argues that Britain owes India 
repara琀椀ons for the massive economic and cul-
tural losses in昀氀icted during its 200-year rule.

• For Dalits: Indian cons琀椀tu琀椀on makers have in-

cluded progressive measures for disadvantaged 
sec琀椀ons for social and historical injus琀椀ces, in 
the cons琀椀tu琀椀on itself. 
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Insta Links: Q. According to you, what cons琀椀tutes interna琀椀onal ethics? (10M)

Facts for Prelims

GS1

Indian Heritage and Culture

BOBBILI VEENA
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INDUS VALLEY CIVILISATION

Context: 
A recent book has highlighted how climate and geography in昀氀uenced early civiliza琀椀ons
Indus Valley Civilisa琀椀on di昀昀ers from other ancient civiliza琀椀ons because inequality levels were far lower than in 
other civiliza琀椀ons. 

• Reason: This was because the Indus, unlike the other rivers, changed its course o昀琀en. This changed the 
structure of the society of the Indus Valley Civiliza琀椀on.

Civiliza琀椀on Indus Valley Nile Mesopotamia Yellow River
Period 2600-1900 BCE 3100-1070 BCE 4000-2500 BCE 5000-3000 BCE

Loca琀椀on
South Asia (Pakistan 
and northwest India)

Northeast Africa 
(Egypt)

Middle East (Iraq 
and surrounding ar-
eas) East Asia (China)

Key Ci琀椀es
Harappa, Mohen-

jo-Daro Memphis, Thebes Ur, Uruk, Babylon Anyang
Wri琀椀ng 
System Undeciphered script

Hieroglyphics, hier-
a琀椀c script Cuneiform Oracle bone script

Religion
Polytheis琀椀c (mother 
goddess)

Polytheis琀椀c (em-

phasis on pharaoh 
as divine)

Polytheis琀椀c (em-

phasis on city-state 
patron dei琀椀es)

Ancestor worship, with some 
evidence of shamanism and 
totemism

Architec-

ture

Large, planned ci琀椀es 
with brick buildings, 
public baths, and 
sewage systems

Pyramids, temples, 
and monumental 
tombs

Ziggurats, palaces, 
and monumental 
gates

Large walled ci琀椀es with cere-

monial architecture and buri-
als of elite

Trade

Likely traded with 
Mesopotamia and 
Gulf region for luxury 
goods

Traded with Nubia, 
Levant, and Meso-

potamia for luxury 
goods

Traded with Indus 
Valley and Persian 
Gulf region for luxu-

ry goods

Traded with Southeast Asia, 
Korea, and Japan for luxury 
goods

Decline

Unknown, poten琀椀ally 
due to environmental 
factors or invasion

Conquered by for-
eign invaders and 
assimilated into 
larger empires

Declined due to po-

li琀椀cal instability and 
invasion

Conquered and assimilated 
into larger empires

RAMESHWAR PRASAD CASE

Context: 
Solicitor General drew a琀琀en琀椀on to a 2005 ruling of the Supreme Court in Rameshwar Prasad v Union of India 
when asked whether the Governor can call for a 昀氀oor test in case of internal dissa琀椀sfac琀椀on within a party.

• The recent Shiv Sena crisis in Maharashtra, where the Governor was cri琀椀cized for using his powers to order 
a 昀氀oor test, brought back a琀琀en琀椀on to this landmark ruling.

About Rameshwar Prasad v Union of India:

https://www.insightsonindia.com/ancient-indian-history/harappan-indus-valley-civilization/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/06/23/powers-of-governor-floor-test-law-in-the-spotlight/
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• In 2005, Bihar saw a hung Legisla琀椀ve Assem-

bly with no party or alliance able to reach a ma-

jority, leading to the Governor recommending 
President’s Rule under Ar琀椀cle 365.

• Later, the Governor recommended the dissolu-

琀椀on of the Assembly, and fresh elec琀椀ons were 
announced by the Elec琀椀on Commission of In-

dia, leading to pe琀椀琀椀ons challenging the cons琀椀-

tu琀椀onality of the dissolu琀椀on of the Assembly. 
• The Supreme Court struck down the President’s 

Proclama琀椀on dissolving the state Assembly as 
uncons琀椀tu琀椀onal, and though it did not restore 
the Assembly, it de昀椀ned the contours of the 
Governor’s powers to dissolve the Assembly. 

Fes琀椀val in News

BUMCHU FESTIVAL
It is held annually at Tashiding Monastery in West Sik-

kim on the 15th day of the 昀椀rst month of the Lunar cal-
endar (usually in February or March)

• Name: Bumchu means “pot of sacred water” in 
Tibetan

• Features: The fes琀椀val is centered around the 
opening of a vessel containing holy water, which 
is believed to be an indicator of the fortunes of 
the coming year.

• History: It commemorates a supernatural oc-

currence that took place under Chogyal Chak-

dor Namgya (in the 18th century)
The fes琀椀val a琀琀racts devotees from all over Sikkim and 
neighbouring countries such as Bhutan and Nepal. 

Modern History/Personality

SRI AYYA VAIKUNDA SWAMIKAL

Context: 
Prime Minister paid tributes to social reformer Ayya 
Vaikunda Swamikal on his birth anniversary.

About Sri Ayya Vaikunda Swamikal:
• A thinker and social reformer of the 19th cen-

tury.
• Contributed a great deal to the moderniza琀椀on 

of the Hindu society in South Travancore. 
• He 琀椀relessly strived to remove the inequality 

based on birth and to establish a casteless so-

ciety. 
• He preached equality among all the people and 

advocated coordinated and e昀昀ec琀椀ve measures 
to realise it

• He condemned those who divided society into 
many groups and considered them “nisas”. He 
wanted to unite all castes. 

ALLURI SITHARAMA RAJU AND 
KOMARAM BHEEM

Context: 
Inspired by the lives of Indian freedom 昀椀ghters Alluri 

Sitharama Raju, and Komaram Bheem telugu movie 
‘RRR’ is garnering a琀琀en琀椀on on the global stage a昀琀er 
winning Best Original Song for ‘Naatu Naatu’ at the 
2023 Oscars.

About Alluri Sitharama Raju:
• Raju channelled the discontent of the hill peo-

ple in Ganjam, Visakhapatnam, and Godavari 
into an e昀昀ec琀椀ve guerrilla resistance against the 
Bri琀椀sh.

• Colonial rule threatened the tribals’ tradi琀椀onal 
podu (shi昀琀ing) cul琀椀va琀椀on, as the government 
sought to secure forest lands.

• The Forest Act of 1882 banned the collec琀椀on of 
minor forest produce such as roots and leaves, 
and tribal people were forced into labour by 
the colonial government.

• Strong an琀椀-government sen琀椀ment, exploded 
into armed resistance in August 1922. 

• The Rampa or Manyam Rebellion con琀椀nued 
in the form of a guerrilla war un琀椀l May 1924, 
when Raju, the charisma琀椀c ‘Manyam Veerudu’ 
or Hero of Jungle, was 昀椀nally captured and ex-

ecuted.

About Komaram Bheem:
• Komram Bheem was born in the Gond tribal 

community at Sankepally village in Komaramb-

heem District, renamed a昀琀er him in 2016.
• The Nizam government used to collect tax in the 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/polity/indian-constitution/significant-provisions/emergency-provisions/presidents-rule/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/polity/appointment-to-various-constitutional-posts-powers-functions-and-responsibilities-of-various-constitutional-bodies/election-commission/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/polity/appointment-to-various-constitutional-posts-powers-functions-and-responsibilities-of-various-constitutional-bodies/election-commission/
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name of ‘Bambram’ and ‘Dupape琀�’ from people grazing ca琀琀le and collec琀椀ng 昀椀rewood for cooking. 
• In opposi琀椀on, Bheem spread the message of “Jal, Jangal, Zameen” (water, forest, land) among tribal peo-

ple. This has become a clarion call for indigenous people’s rights to natural resources, used in many parts 
of India to date.

Society

WOMEN AND MEN IN INDIA 2022

Context: 
Ministry of Sta琀椀s琀椀cs and Programme Implementa琀椀on (MoSPI) released the 24th issue of “Women and Men in 
India 2022” (an annual sta琀椀s琀椀cs released by the Ministry of Sta琀椀s琀椀cs and Programme Implementa琀椀on)

Importance: 
The sta琀椀s琀椀cs present data disaggregated by gender, urban-rural divide, and geographical region, (on topics such 
as educa琀椀on, health, employment, and poli琀椀cal par琀椀cipa琀椀on) which helps us understand the dispari琀椀es that exist 
between di昀昀erent groups of women and men.

Major Findings:
Indicator Value

Sex Ra琀椀o
•	 Current: 945 (2021)
•	 Expected: 952 by 2036

Life Expectancy

•	 Current: Males: 68.4 years, Females: 71.1 years (2015-19)
•	 Expected: Males: 71.2 years, Females: 74.7 years by 2031-36

Infant Mortality Rate •	 28 in 2020
Literacy Rates •	 77.7% (84.7% Male and 70.3% Female) in 2017

Labour Force Par琀椀ci-
pa琀椀on Rate (LFPR) •	 41.3% (57.3% Male and 24.8% Female) in 2021-22
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SILVER JUBILEE CELEBRATION OF 
‘KUDUMBASHREE’

Context: 
The President of India applauded Kerala’s Progress in 
Empowering Women and the Poor, Ci琀椀ng the Posi琀椀ve 
Impact on Human Development Indices 

• Inaugurated Kudumbashree and Unnathi

About Unnathi:
• Unnathi’ or ‘Kerala Empowerment Society’ 

seeks to create opportuni琀椀es for employment 

and self-employment, among the youth belong-

ing to SC and ST communi琀椀es.

About Kudumbashree:
• The ‘Kudumbashree’ SHG was started in 1998.
• It was envisioned as a part of the People’s Plan 

Campaign and local self-governance, with 
women at the centre of it.

• Thri昀琀 and credit ac琀椀vi琀椀es at the grassroots lev-

el through the forma琀椀on of saving groups are a 
common feature.

GS2

Polity

COMPASSIONATE APPOINTMENT: 
WHAT THE COURT HAS RULED?

Context: 
The SC rejected applica琀椀ons for ‘compassionate ap-

pointment’ that were 昀椀led by the dependents of de-

ceased government employees in West Bengal, as it is 
not a vested right.

What are compassionate appointments?
• The concept can be traced to the Indian Cons琀椀-

tu琀椀on’s Ar琀椀cle 39 (DPSP), which talks about the 

right to livelihood. 
• It aims to provide employment on compassion-

ate grounds to the dependent family members 

of a government servant who dies/re琀椀res on 
medical grounds.

• According to the DoPT, these appointments can 
only be made for Group ‘C’ posts against the di-
rect recruitment quota.

• The measure can also extend to the family mem-

bers of an Armed Forces employee.

Who is empowered to make these appoint-
ments? 
Either the Secretary/Joint Secretary of a Ministry or De-

partment concerned or the Head of the Department in 
the case of a琀琀ached and subordinate o昀케ces.

What has the court said now?
• Existence of a policy issued by the State Gov-

ernment is a sine qua non for making appoint-
ments on a compassionate basis.

• Even if the policy existed, it would be of no use 
to consider the applica琀椀ons several years a昀琀er 
they were 昀椀led.

• There should not be any delay in such appoint-
ments and the same should be provided imme-

diately to redeem the family in distress.

GUN LICENSING

Context:
 The Punjab government in India has cancelled 813-gun 
licenses as part of its e昀昀orts to clamp down on the “gun 
culture” in the state

• Previously, the Punjab government had asked 
for the removal of content glorifying violence, 
drugs, and liquor from YouTube and other social 
media pla琀昀orms. 

Recent Killings:  
Murders of kabaddi player Sandeep Nangal Ambian 
(March 2022), Singer Sidhu Moosewala (May 2022) and 
Killing of Shiv Sena leader Sudhir Suri (November 2022) 

Legal Aspect:
• The Indian Arms Act of 1959 s琀椀pulates that no 

one can acquire, possess, or carry 昀椀rearms with-

out a license.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Self-Help-Groups-SHGs.pdf
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• The Act bars one person from carrying more 
than three 昀椀rearms (now amended to just one 
昀椀rearm)
	Excep琀椀ons: One can carry more 昀椀re-

arms if the person is a licensed deal-
er, belongs to the armed forces of the 
Union, or is a member of a ri昀氀e club or 
associa琀椀on licensed or recognised by 
the Centre.

• The Arms act allows Indian ci琀椀zens aged 21 
years and above to get Non-Prohibited Bore 
(NPB) guns (Bore refers to the diameter of a 
gun’s bullets) 
	NPB guns adhering to .35,.33, .22, and 

.380 are permissible for a license. 
	Prohibited Bore guns of bores .38, .455, 

and .303 can only be issued to defence 
personnel or persons facing imminent 
threats to life. 

• Criteria for gran琀椀ng license: A license can only 
be granted for purposes of self-defence, crop 
protec琀椀on, or sports.

• Authority: Applica琀椀ons for the grant of arms 
license for NPB weapons are dealt with by the 
State Government/DM concerned, based on 
background checks by local police.

• Period of Licence: Five years.
• Arms Rules, 2016: Applying for an arms license, 

ri昀氀e club, associa琀椀on, or 昀椀ring range required 
one to complete a safety training course involv-

ing safe handling and carrying procedures.

NO POWER TO BAN CASTE-BASED 
RALLIES

Context: 
The Elec琀椀on Commission of India (ECI) has submi琀琀ed 
before the Allahabad high court that it has no jurisdic-

琀椀on to ban caste-based rallies of poli琀椀cal par琀椀es or-

ganised during the non-elec琀椀on period and nor does 
it have the power to ban such par琀椀es from contes琀椀ng 
subsequent elec琀椀ons.

Power available with ECI Limita琀椀ons
Model Code of Conduct 
(MCC) prohibits cam-

paigning or seeking votes 
on basis of caste, creed or 
religion.

MCC can be enforced 
only during an elec琀椀on 
period and not during the 
non-elec琀椀on period

Registra琀椀on of Poli琀椀cal 
Par琀椀es: Sec琀椀on 29A of 
the Representa琀椀on of 
People Act, 1951 provides 
for registra琀椀on with ECI

However, there is no pro-

vision in Law for review 
of registra琀椀on or for 

cancelling registra琀椀on of 
any poli琀椀cal party on any 
ground 

About ECI
The Elec琀椀on Commission of India (est. 25th Jan 1950; 
HQ: New Delhi) is a cons琀椀tu琀椀onal body. It conducts 
the elec琀椀ons to the o昀케ces of the President and 
Vice-President of India, Parliament, State Legisla琀椀ve 
Assemblies and Legisla琀椀ve councils and regulates 
electoral processes in the country.

Government Ini琀椀a琀椀ve and Policies

FOREIGN LAWYERS AND FIRMS 
CAN OPERATE IN INDIA: BCI

Context: 
The Bar Council of India (BCI) has no琀椀昀椀ed the Rules for 
Registra琀椀on and Regula琀椀on of Foreign Lawyers and For-
eign Law Firms in India, 2022.

What does the Rule say?
It allows foreign lawyers and law 昀椀rms to prac琀椀se in 
India but not appear in court. 

• Eligibility: The lawyer or 昀椀rm should be en琀椀tled 
to prac琀椀ce law in their home countries

• Limita琀椀ons: They cannot prac琀椀ce Indian law in 
any form or before any court of law, tribunal, 
board, or any other authority legally en琀椀tled to 
record evidence on oath.

• Permission: They are only permi琀琀ed to prac-

琀椀ce transac琀椀onal work/corporate work (such as 
joint ventures, mergers, and acquisi琀椀ons, IPR), 
can advise clients on foreign law, interna琀椀onal 
law and interna琀椀onal arbitra琀椀on ma琀琀ers in In-

dia 
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Sec琀椀on 29 of the Advocates Act, states that only advo-

cates enrolled with BCI can prac琀椀se law.

Bene昀椀ts: 
It will help a琀琀ract foreign direct investment and make 
India a hub of interna琀椀onal commercial arbitra琀椀on. 
The new rules enable foreign lawyers and law 昀椀rms 
to register with the BCI to prac琀椀ce in India if they are. 
It will further incen琀椀vise Legal Process Outsourcing 

(LPOs) in India. 

About BCI:
The Bar Council of India (est. 1961; HQ: New Delhi) is 
a statutory body established under sec琀椀on 4 of the 
Advocates Act 1961 that regulates legal prac琀椀ce and 
legal educa琀椀on in India. Its members are elected from 
amongst the lawyers in India and as such represents 
the Indian bar.

Interna琀椀onal News and Organiza琀椀on

EUROPEAN FREE TRADE ASSOCI-
ATION

Context: 
The government has ruled out any duty concessions for 
gold or easing of the intellectual property rights (IPR) 
regime for the European Free Trade Associa琀椀on (EFTA) 
countries, led by Switzerland.

•	 India imports Gold from Switzerland (Gold im-

ported from Switzerland accounted for almost 
half of India’s total gold imports)

•	 EFTA countries have been demanding lower or 
zero import duty for Gold (India has rejected it).

 

About EFTA:
EFTA (est. 1960; HQ: Geneva) is an intergovernmental 
organisa琀椀on of four countries Iceland, Liechtenstein, 
Norway, and Switzerland, for the promo琀椀on of free 
trade and economic integra琀椀on between its mem-

bers. 

GLOBAL TERRORISM INDEX

Context:
 The tenth Global Terrorism Index (GTI) report was pub-

lished by Ins琀椀tute for Economics and Peace (IEP) show-

ing global trends and pa琀琀erns in terrorism.

Key 昀椀ndings
• Global

	Afghanistan remains the country most 
impacted by terrorism for the fourth 
consecu琀椀ve year though violence has 
declined

	The report excluded acts of state re-
pression by the Taliban

	South Asia remains the region with the 
worst average GTI score

	Deadliest terrorist groups in the world 
in 2022: Islamic State (IS); Al-Shabaab; 
Balochistan Libera琀椀on Army (BLA), and 
Jamaat Nusrat Al-Islam wal Muslimeen 
(JNIM)

	Climate change is helping terrorist 
groups to raise funds, propagandize 
and recruit people

•	 India: 
	India remained at 13th while Pakistan 

ranked 6th (more terror-prone)

About IEP:
The Ins琀椀tute for Economics and Peace (est. 2008; 
HQ: Sydney, Australia) is a global think tank. It stud-

ies the rela琀椀onship between peace, business, and 
prosperity, and seeks to promote an understanding of 
the cultural, economic, and poli琀椀cal factors that drive 
peacefulness.

ICC: ARREST WARRANT FOR 
VLADIMIR PUTIN

Context: 
The Interna琀椀onal Criminal Court issued an arrest war-
rant for war crimes for President Vladimir Pu琀椀n and a 
second Russian o昀케cial.

Why did the Interna琀椀onal Criminal Court is-

sued the warrants?
• Pu琀椀n bears individual criminal responsibility 
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for the abduc琀椀on and deporta琀椀on of Ukrainian 
children since Russia’s full-scale invasion.

• The court also issued a warrant for Maria Lvo-

va-Belova, Russia’s commissioner for children’s 
rights, who has been the public face of a Krem-

lin-sponsored program in which Ukrainian chil-
dren and teenagers have been taken to Russia.

About Interna琀椀onal Criminal Court:
• The Interna琀椀onal Criminal Court was created 

as a standing body to inves琀椀gate war crimes, 
genocide and crimes against humanity under a 
1998 treaty known as the Rome Statute.

• Previously, the United Na琀椀ons Security Coun-

cil had established ad hoc tribunals to address 
atroci琀椀es in places such as the former Yugosla-

via and Rwanda.
• Based in The Hague, a Dutch city that has long 

been a centre for interna琀椀onal law and jus琀椀ce.

What does the warrant mean for Pu琀椀n?
• The court cannot try defendants in absen琀椀a 

and Russia has said it will not surrender its own 
o昀케cials.

• Russia’s Foreign Ministry quickly dismissed the 
warrants, no琀椀ng that it is not a party to the 
court. 

• The warrant for Pu琀椀n’s arrest deepens his isola-

琀椀on in the West and could limit his movements 
overseas.

• If he travels to a state that is a party to the ICC, 
that country must arrest him, according to its 
obliga琀椀ons under interna琀椀onal law.

GS3

Economy

PM VISHWAKARMA KAUSHAL 
SAMMAN (PM VIKAS)

Context: 
PM addresses a post-budget webinar on ‘PM Vishwa-

karma Kaushal Samman (PM VIKAS)’.

About PM Vikas:
• Announced in Union Budget 2023.
• PM Vishwakarma Kaushal Samman (PM VIKAS)’ 

aims at improving the quality, scale and reach 
of products/services of ar琀椀sans/cra昀琀speople 
by integra琀椀ng them with the domes琀椀c and 
global value chains. 

• Will give impetus to the MSME sector and em-

power the Vishwakarma community.
• Some of the key components of the scheme 

are:
	Financial support

	Access to advanced skill training
	Knowledge of modern digital tech-

niques and e昀케cient green technologies
	Brand promo琀椀on
	Linkage with local and global markets
	Digital payments
	Social security

NEWS FEED BY OTT

Context: 
The Ministry of Informa琀椀on and Broadcas琀椀ng in India 
has clari昀椀ed that over-the-top (OTT) pla琀昀orms, such 
as Ne琀昀lix and Amazon Prime Video, can stream digital 
feeds of TV news channels, even if they have 100% for-
eign direct investment (FDI). 

• Such OTT pla琀昀orms would not be bound by FDI 
norms (currently, there is an FDI limit of 26% in 
digital media). 

• In November 2020, the government asked all 
news websites, portals, and aggregators to com-

ply with the 26% FDI rule.

What are OTT pla琀昀orms?
An over-the-top media service is a media service 
o昀昀ered directly to viewers via the Internet. OTT by-

passes cable, broadcast, and satellite television plat-
forms: the types of companies that have tradi琀椀onally 
acted as controllers or distributors of such content. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/09/28/international-criminal-court-3/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/02/union-budget-2023-24/
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CENTRE LAUNCHES MSME COM-
PETITIVE (LEAN) SCHEME

About the Scheme: 
•	 Aim: To provide a roadmap to increase the com-

pe琀椀琀椀veness for the MSMEs of India through 
LEAN Manufacturing. 

•	 Eligibility: All MSMEs registered with the UDY-

AM registra琀椀on portal will be eligible to par琀椀ci-
pate. Also open to SFURTI and Cluster Develop-

ment Program Schemes.
•	 Funding: Central government will contribute 

90% of the implementa琀椀on cost for handhold-

ing and consultancy fees. 
o An addi琀椀onal contribu琀椀on of 5% for the 

MSMEs which are part of SFURTI clus-

ters, owned by women/SC/ST and locat-
ed in the North-East Region

•	 Bene昀椀t: MSMEs can reduce wastages substan-

琀椀ally, increase produc琀椀vity, improve quality, 
work safely, expand their markets, and 昀椀nally 
become compe琀椀琀椀ve and pro昀椀table

HIGH PRICE DAY AHEAD MARKET 
(HP-DAM) AND SURPLUS POWER 

PORTAL (PUSHP)

Context: 
The Ministry of Power has launched a High Price Day 
Ahead Market and Surplus Power Portal (PUShP) – an 
ini琀椀a琀椀ve to ensure greater availability of power during 
the peak demand season.

•	 The portal will allow DISCOMs to indicate their 
surplus power, which can be requisi琀椀oned by 
those in need

About HP-DAM
HP-DAM will o昀昀er costly power (from gas-based, im-

ported-coal-based power plants, and renewable ener-
gy stored in ba琀琀ery-energy storage systems) on a need 
basis through power exchange

Day-Ahead Energy Market: Par琀椀cipants purchase and 
sell electric energy for the following day.

About PUShP
PUShP will ensure be琀琀er u琀椀liza琀椀on of power capaci-
ty at a reasonable rate and prevent power producers 
from charging exorbitant prices. It will aggregate excess 
power genera琀椀on capacity on a na琀椀onal basis, o昀昀ering 
Discoms a view of the supply and demand scenario

Other Portals:
• PRAKASH Portal (improving coordina琀椀on 

between the power, coal, and railway minis-

tries to ensure coal supplies to power plants)
• GARV App (for monitoring rural electri昀椀ca-

琀椀on programme)

Mul琀椀-Party Interim Appeal Arbitra琀椀on Ar-
rangement (MPIA)
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Signi昀椀cance of the move: 
Japan’s move is seen as pressuring other countries to 

join the alterna琀椀ve arrangement, which already has 26 
members including the European Union, Canada, and 
Brazil. 

IREDA

Context: 
RBI has granted an ‘Infrastructure Finance Company 
(IFC)’ status to Indian Renewable Energy Development 
Agency (IREDA).

• It was earlier classi昀椀ed as an ‘Investment and 
Credit Company (ICC)’

Bene昀椀ts of the IFC status:
• Now IREDA will be able to take higher exposure 

to RE (Renewable Energy) 昀椀nancing
• It will be able to access a wider investor base 

for fund mobilisa琀椀on, resul琀椀ng in compe琀椀琀椀ve 
rates for fundraising. 

• It will increase the investors’ con昀椀dence, en-

hance the brand value, and generate a posi琀椀ve 
outlook in the market. 

Signi昀椀cance:
The grant of IFC status is a recogni琀椀on of IREDA’s 36 
years of infrastructure 昀椀nancing and development 
with focused development of Renewable Energy. 

About IREDA
IREDA (est. 1987, HQ: New Delhi) has been promo琀椀ng, 
developing and 昀椀nancing new and renewable sources 
of energy with the mo琀琀o: “Energy for Ever”.It 昀椀nanc-

es all RE technologies and value chains such as solar, 
wind, hydro, bio-energy, waste to energy, energy ef-
昀椀ciency, e-mobility, ba琀琀ery storage, biofuel and new 
and emerging technologies. It is an important agency 
for the implementa琀椀on of India’s target of 500 GW 
installed capacity of non-fossil fuels by 2030

ATAL INNOVATION MISSION’S ATL 
SARTHI

Context: 
Atal Innova琀椀on Mission (AIM) – NITI Aayog launched 
ATL Sarthi, a comprehensive self-monitoring frame-

work to strengthen the ever-growing ecosystem of 
Atal Tinkering Labs (ATL).

About ATL Sarthi:
• As the name suggests, Sarthi is a charioteer and 

ATL Sarthi will enable the ATLs to be e昀케cient 
and e昀昀ec琀椀ve.

• The ini琀椀a琀椀ve has four pillars ensuring the per-
formance enhancement of ATLs through regular 
process improvements
	 like a self-repor琀椀ng dashboard known 

as ‘MyATL Dashboard’ and
	Compliance SOPs for schools to ensure 

昀椀nancial and non-昀椀nancial compliance,
	On-ground enablement of ATLs in 

collabora琀椀on with relevant local au-
thori琀椀es through a Cluster-based Ap-
proach and

	Providing ownership to schools to ana-
lyze their performance through Perfor-
mance-Enablement (PE) Matrix.

About AIM:
The Atal Innova琀椀on Mission (AIM) is the Government 
of India’s 昀氀agship ini琀椀a琀椀ve to promote a culture of in-

nova琀椀on and entrepreneurship in the country.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/02/28/atal-innovation-mission-aim/
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ARMS TRADE

Context: 
Ukraine became the world’s third-largest arms import-
er in 2022 a昀琀er Qatar and India, accoun琀椀ng for 2% of 
global arms imports in the past 昀椀ve years (as per the 
new data on global arms transfers Report by SIPRI)

Other Major Findings of the Report
Global:

• Europe: Between 2013-2017 and 2018-2022, 
European countries increased their imports of 
major arms by 47%, while global transfers of 
arms decreased by about 5%

• US (top exporter): The US’s share of global arms 
exports increased from 33% to 40%, while Rus-

sia’s share (2nd most top exporter) fell from 22% 
to 16%, and France’s (3rd most top exporter) 
share increased from about 7% to 11%.

India

• India’s share of global arms import was highest 

in the past 昀椀ve years, followed by Saudi Arabia, 
Qatar and Australia.

• India’s arms import has decreased
• Russia> France> US> and Israel were the major 

exporter to India

Ini琀椀a琀椀ves by the Indian government for De-

fence Indigenisa琀椀on: 
• Priority to domes琀椀c manufacturers (under De-

fence Acquisi琀椀on Procedure (DAP)-2020)
• Posi琀椀ve Indigenisa琀椀on Lists 
• 74% FDI under automa琀椀c route
• SRIJAN portal ( to promote Indigenisa琀椀on by In-

dian Industry)
• Two Defence Industrial Corridors (in U琀琀ar 

Pradesh and Tamil Nadu)
• Mission DefSpace; Innova琀椀ons for Defence Ex-

cellence (iDEX) scheme etc.

About SIPRI
Stockholm Interna琀椀onal Peace Research Ins琀椀tute 

(est. 1966, HQ: Stockholm, Sweden) is an indepen-

dent interna琀椀onal ins琀椀tute based in Stockholm. It 
provides data, analysis and recommenda琀椀ons for 
armed con昀氀ict, military expenditure, and arms trade 
as well as disarmament and arms control. 

TRADE IN RUPEE

Context: 
RBI has permi琀琀ed banks from 18 countries to open Spe-

cial Vostro Rupee Accounts (SVRAs) to se琀琀le payments 
in rupees

What is the Interna琀椀onalisa琀椀on of the Rupee?
It is a process of increasing rupee acceptance across the 
world for cross-border trading.

• Bene昀椀ts: India will have to rely less on foreign 
currencies and holding foreign exchange re-

serves; Reduced Vulnerability to External Shocks 
and Currency Risks; Increasing bargaining pow-

er of Indian Enterprises

What is SVRA?
SVRA is an account that domes琀椀c banks hold for for-
eign banks in the former’s domes琀椀c currency, the ru-

pee, which allows domes琀椀c banks to provide interna-

琀椀onal banking services to their clients who have global 
banking needs without having to be physically present 
abroad.

• RBI had issued a framework for Trade se琀琀le-

ment in Rupee (in July 2022) through SVRA

Other ini琀椀a琀椀ves for the Interna琀椀onaliza琀椀on of 
Rupee are: 
Cross border trading in Rupee (e.g. Masal Bond); Cur-
rency swap agreements

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/03/04/defence-acquisition-procedure/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/03/04/defence-acquisition-procedure/
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PM MITRA SCHEME

Context: 
The Ministry of Tex琀椀les will shortly name the States 

iden琀椀昀椀ed for implementa琀椀on of Prime Minister MI-
TRA (Mega Integrated Tex琀椀le Region and Apparel) 
scheme.

About “PM-MITRA” Scheme:
• The scheme aims to realize the vision of build-

ing an Aatmanirbhar Bharat by positioning India 
strongly on the Global tex琀椀les map.

• The PM MITRA parks will provide the best eco-

system for the tex琀椀le industry to be collec琀椀vely 
present in one loca琀椀on, with plug-and-play in-

frastructure, and improve the compe琀椀琀椀veness 
of the tex琀椀le value chain. 

• It will also give a boost to the 昀椀ve F (farm, 昀椀ber, 
factory, fashion, foreign) vision of the Prime 
Minister.

HOW CAN THE EU’S CARBON TAX 
HURT INDIA?

Context:
 The European Union formalised a method to stop ‘car-
bon leakage’ or moving produc琀椀on of high-pollu琀椀ng 
products to na琀椀ons outside of the EU in its bid to go 
green called the Carbon Border Adjustment Mecha-

nism.
• CBAM is part of the EU’s plan to cut greenhouse 

gas emissions by 55% by 2030 compared to 
1990 levels, under the European Climate Law.  

How India will be impacted:
• It places carbon charge on countries that orig-

inally did not primarily cause climate change.
• CBAM tax can charge between 20 – 35 % which 

is far higher than the EU’s average import tari昀昀 
of 2.2 per cent on manufactured products

• India’s Exports to the EU account for 15% - So 
exports will be a昀昀ected.

• FTA will also be a昀昀ected – as high CBAM will 
make them meaningless.

REACHOUT

Context: 
Ministry of Earth Sciences is implemen琀椀ng an umbrel-
la scheme Research, Educa琀椀on and Training Outreach 
(REACHOUT) for capacity building

Aim of the scheme: 
To support various R&D ac琀椀vi琀椀es, develop useful col-
labora琀椀ons with interna琀椀onal organiza琀椀ons, develop 
skilled and trained manpower in Earth Sciences etc.

It consists of the following sub-schemes:
• R&D in Earth System Science (RDESS)
• Interna琀椀onal Training Centre for Opera琀椀onal 

Oceanography (ITCOocean)
• Program for Development of Skilled manpower 

in Earth System Sciences (DESK)

LAB-GROWN DIAMONDS (LGDS)

Context: 
The government has abolished a 5% tax on imported 
diamond seeds and is pu琀�ng a special focus on Labora-

tory-Grown Diamonds (LGD) (Budget 2023-24)

Aim: 
To make India a major player in the lab-grown diamond 
industry. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/10/08/pm-mitra-scheme/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/05/16/atmanirbhar-bharat-abhiyan/&ved=2ahUKEwj33L7BhLrzAhVHSX0KHWm3BoYQFnoECAQQAQ&usg=AOvVaw3eXPuyNG0Ff-JdwWDecxiG
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Diamond Industry in India: 
• India, currently, contributes 15% of the world’s 

lab-grown diamonds 

• India is the world’s largest cu琀�ng and polishing 
centre for diamonds, accoun琀椀ng for over 90% 
of polished diamond manufacturing globally. 

• India contributes 19% of the total diamond ex-

ports in the world.

Features of LGD:
• Cheaper alterna琀椀ve: Lab-grown diamonds can 

be made for around 20% less than natural dia-

monds.
• Environmental footprint: Lower than naturally 

occurring diamond.
• Poten琀椀al: LGD sector has seen explosive growth 

in the last 10 years, and experts say the cost of 
producing lab-grown diamonds has halved ev-

ery four years since the early 2000s.

Use:
• Industrial purposes in machines and tools 
• In electronics as a heat spreader for high-power 

laser diodes
• For making designer Jewellery

Agriculture

THE MISSION FOR INTEGRATED 
DEVELOPMENT OF HORTICUL-

TURE (MIDH)

Context: 
MIDH under the Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers 
Welfare has approved three new Centres of Excellence 
(CoEs) for hor琀椀cultural crops:

• CoE for Kamlam (Dragon Fruit) in Bengaluru
• CoE for Mango and Vegetables in Jajpur, Odisha
• CoE for Vegetables and Flowers in South Goa

Bene昀椀ts:
• Serve as demonstra琀椀on and training centers 
• CoEs will be used as a source of plan琀椀ng ma-

terial for fruits and vegetable seedlings for pro-

tected cul琀椀va琀椀on
• It will facilitate the transfer of technology and 

know-how in diverse areas, including post-har-

vest management, irriga琀椀on, and fer琀椀ga琀椀on.

About MIDH:
• It is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme (Centre 

(60%) States (40%)) for holis琀椀c growth of the 
hor琀椀culture sector covering fruits, vegetables, 
root & tuber crops, mushrooms, etc. 

• Implemen琀椀ng Agency: Na琀椀onal Hor琀椀culture 
Board (NHB)

• Schemes under MIDH
	Na琀椀onal Hor琀椀culture Mission (NHM)
	Hor琀椀culture Mission for North East & 

Himalayan States (HMNEH)
	Na琀椀onal Bamboo Mission (NBM)
	Coconut Development Board (CDB)
	Central Ins琀椀tute for Hor琀椀culture (CIH)

About Hor琀椀culture crops:
They are characterised by high-value crops, higher 
produc琀椀vity per unit of area and lower requirement 
of irriga琀椀on and input cost. 
•	 India is the second-largest producer of hor琀椀cul-

ture, producing about 12 per cent of the global 
fruit and vegetable produc琀椀on.

•	 In India, 10% of land in hor琀椀culture contributes to 
33% of Agricultural Value.

•	 U琀琀ar Pradesh produced the largest share of hor琀椀-

cultural crops in India

BASIC ANIMAL HUSBANDRY STA-
TISTICS 2022

Context: 
Ministry of Animal Husbandry & Fisheries has unveiled 
the department’s annual publica琀椀on, the ‘Basic Animal 
Husbandry Sta琀椀s琀椀cs 2022’

Importance: 
It is the primary source of data on livestock popula-

琀椀on, produc琀椀on, animal diseases, infrastructure, and 
es琀椀mates of four Major Livestock Products (MLPs) like 
Milk, Egg, Meat and Wool

https://midh.gov.in/
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Key 昀椀ndings: 

Livestock Sta琀椀s琀椀cs Figures
Per-capita milk avail-

ability 444 grams/day

Top milk-producing 
States

Rajasthan, U琀琀ar Pradesh, 
Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, 
Andhra Pradesh

Top meat-producing 
States

Maharashtra, U琀琀ar Pradesh, 
West Bengal, Andhra 
Pradesh, Telangana

Top wool-producing 
States/UTs

Rajasthan, Jammu and Kash-

mir, Gujarat, Maharashtra, 
Himachal Pradesh

Top egg-producing 
States

Andhra Pradesh, Tamil 
Nadu, Telangana, West Ben-

gal, Karnataka
Contribu琀椀on of the 
Livestock sector to 

agriculture 30% (2020-21)
While the produc琀椀on 

of Milk, Meat and 
Egg has increased in 
India, the produc琀椀on 
of Wool has declined 
w.r.t previous years

Science and Technology

‘GLOWSCOPE’ 

Context: 
Researchers have created a design for a ‘glowscope’, a 
device that could democra琀椀se access to 昀氀uorescence 
microscopy.

What is 昀氀uorescence microscopy?
• A 昀氀uorescence microscope views an object by 

studying how it reemits light that it has ab-

sorbed, i.e., how it 昀氀uoresces. 
• The object is illuminated with light of a speci昀椀c 

wavelength. Par琀椀cles in the object absorb this 
light and reemit it at a higher wavelength (i.e., 
di昀昀erent colour). These par琀椀cles are called 昀氀u-

orophores; the object is infused with them be-

fore being placed under the microscope.

‘LEARNING SCIENCE VIA STAN-
DARDS’ 

Context:
 The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS), has launched 
‘Learning Science via Standards’, a unique ini琀椀a琀椀ve for 
students.

About the ini琀椀a琀椀ve- ‘Learning Science via Standards’:
• It focuses on a series of lesson plans aimed to 

use scien琀椀昀椀c concepts, principles, and laws to 

help students understand their prac琀椀cal appli-
ca琀椀ons in manufacturing, func琀椀oning and test-
ing of quality characteris琀椀cs of di昀昀erent prod-

ucts as stated in the relevant Indian Standards.
• The series is in a con琀椀nuum with an earlier BIS 

ini琀椀a琀椀ve under which ‘Standards Clubs’ are 
being established in educa琀椀onal ins琀椀tu琀椀ons 
across India.  

Bene昀椀ts:
• Bridges the gap between theory and real-life 

usage of science educa琀椀on.
• Contributes towards the capacity building to 

successfully engage in a variety of economic 
sectors in the country.

About BIS: 
The Bureau of Indian Standards (est. 1986, HQ: Old 
Delhi, Statutory body) is the Na琀椀onal Standards Body 
of India under the Ministry of Consumer A昀昀airs, Food 
& Public Distribu琀椀on. It is established by the Bureau 
of Indian Standards Act, 2016 which came into e昀昀ect 
in October 2017.

STRANGE METHOD

Context: 
Researchers have proposed the STRANGE method to 
address bias in animal behaviour research. 

About STRANGE Method:
• STRANGE stands for social background, Trap-

pability and self-selec琀椀on, Rearing history, Ac-

clima琀椀on and habitua琀椀on, Natural changes in 
responsiveness, Gene琀椀c makeup, and Experi-
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ence. 
• Researchers are beginning to recognize that an-

imals have individual tendencies, habits, and 
life experiences that can a昀昀ect how they per-
form in experiments, so much published re-

search on animal behaviour may be biased. 
• By considering STRANGE factors with every ex-

periment and being transparent about how they 
might a昀昀ect their results, scien琀椀sts can work to 
reduce these biases.

OPEN SOURCE

SMART METERING

Context: 
The Cellular Operators Associa琀椀on of India (COAI) has 
昀氀agged concerns over the deployment of advanced me-

tering infrastructure using unlicensed spectrum in the 
865-868 MHz frequency band

What is Smart Meter?
A smart meter is an electronic device that records in-

forma琀椀on such as consump琀椀on of electric energy, volt-
age levels, current, and power factor. 

•	 Smart meters communicate the informa琀椀on to 
the consumer for greater clarity of consump琀椀on 

behavior, and electricity suppliers for system 
monitoring and customer billing.

•	 Smart meters are part of the Advanced Meter-
ing Infrastructure (AMI) solu琀椀on that records 
consumers’ electricity usage at di昀昀erent 琀椀mes 
of the day and sends it to an energy supplier.

What is Smart Grid?
Smart grids are energy networks that can automa琀椀cally 
monitor energy 昀氀ows and adjust to changes in energy 
supply and demand accordingly. 

What is the Issue?
The use of unlicensed spectrum for communica琀椀on for 
Smart grid meters will make these systems much more 
prone to vulnerabili琀椀es, threats, and cyber-intrusions.

Why does Power u琀椀lity use an unlicensed 
spectrum?

• Unlicensed spectrum is considered an inexpen-

sive and barrier-free op琀椀on for mee琀椀ng com-

munica琀椀on requirements. 
• They currently use of 865-868 MHz band for 

“Tracking, Tracing and Data Acquisi琀椀on Devic-

es” and “Radio Frequency Iden琀椀昀椀ca琀椀on (RFID) 
Applica琀椀ons”.

Ini琀椀a琀椀ves taken: 
Integrated Power Development Scheme; Na琀椀onal 
Smart Grid Mission; Smart Meter Na琀椀onal Programme; 
Prepaid Smart metering (under Revamped Distribu琀椀on 
Sector Scheme (RDSS))
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INDIAAI ECOSYSTEM

Context: 
The Ministry of Electronics and IT (MEITY) set up a task 
force for framing a dra昀琀 roadmap for the ar琀椀昀椀cial intel-
ligence ecosystem 

About the INDIAai (The Na琀椀onal AI Portal of 
India) pla琀昀orm:

• Aim: It will help in boos琀椀ng research and facil-
itate tools required for the growth of the start-
up community. 

• Implementa琀椀on: It is a joint venture by MEITY, 
NEGD and NASSCOM

• Poten琀椀al: AI is expected to add USD 967 billion 

to the Indian economy by 2035

Other Ini琀椀a琀椀ves taken for AI: 
MeitY’s FutureSkills PRIME ini琀椀a琀椀ve (for re-skilling of IT 
professionals); Na琀椀onal AI Portal; Na琀椀onal Programme 
on Responsible Use of AI for Youth; Na琀椀onal Strategy 
for Ar琀椀昀椀cial Intelligence; Global Partnership on Ar琀椀昀椀-

cial Intelligence (GPAI) (India founding member)

Related News
Alphafold
It is an AI system that could predict the structure of 
almost every protein catalogued by science, which 
could lead to breakthroughs in discovering medicines. 
It has been developed by DeepMind, a subsidiary of 
Alphabet

A SMALL SHOCK FROM A METAL-
LIC SURFACE

Context: 
There have been stray reports from di昀昀erent parts 
of India of commuters experiencing a small electric 
shock when they touch metallic surfaces in public. 

About Sta琀椀c shocks:
• Sta琀椀c shocks are technically called electrosta琀椀c 

discharges.
• The ‘shock’ is the product of the transfer of 

electrons from one material to another be-

cause they have di昀昀erent electrical permi琀�vity.

Why does it ma琀琀er?
• Electrosta琀椀c discharge happens when electric 

charge (usually electrons) has accumulated 
somewhere.

• If it happens when you touch metallic surfac-

es in public, such as railings or lampposts, it’s 
because these en琀椀琀椀es haven’t been grounded 
properly.

• In drier weather, without moisture, improp-

erly grounded objects can accumulate small 
charges on the surface.

• Sta琀椀c shocks are limited to a minor discomfort 
as long as the exposure dura琀椀on (a frac琀椀on of a 
second) and the amount of current transferred 
are both small.

GPT-4
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Evolu琀椀on of GPT:
• 2018: OpenAI introduced the 昀椀rst version of GPT
• 2019: OpenAI launched GPT-2, a more advanced 

version.
• 2020: Beta version of ChatGPT, a chatbot that 

uses the GPT-3 language model to generate re-

sponses to user queries. 
	GPT-3 could generate text that was vir-

tually indis琀椀nguishable from text writ-
ten by humans. 

• 2021: ChatGPT-3.5 (more user-friendly and had 
improved response accuracy)

• 2023: GPT-4 (mul琀椀modal language model that 
can understand both text and images)

1ST INDIGENOUS QUADRUPED 
ROBOT, EXOSKELETON DEVEL-

OPED IN INDIA

Context: 
Svaya Robo琀椀cs (Hyd) has developed India’s 昀椀rst indig-

enous quadruped (four-legged) robot and exoskeleton 
for the defence sector.

• India currently imports these robots from the 
US and Switzerland.

About these robots:
• Quadruped robots are four-legged robots which 

can walk or run on uneven and rough terrains.

• Ac琀椀ve exoskeletons, when worn by soldiers, 
can carry such heavy loads without expending 
much e昀昀ort. Even if they are carrying 25 kg, sol-
diers feel as if they are carrying six or seven kg, 
thus they are not fa琀椀gued easily.

Both are dual-use robots and have mul琀椀ple use cases 
in industry and healthcare as well.

6G

Other announcements:
• Rollout of 5G networks has far exceeded the 

government’s target of 200 ci琀椀es by March 31, 
2023 (coverage in 397 ci琀椀es at present)

• India has started expor琀椀ng telecom products, 
including radio equipment, to the US

• 99% of mobile phones used in India are now 
made locally

Health

JAPANESE ENCEPHALITIS

Context: 
A small study revealed that children who had received 
two doses of a live, a琀琀enuated Japanese encephali琀椀s 
vaccine found very low levels of neutralising an琀椀bod-



www.insightsonindia.com

Weekly Current Affairs Magazine

54

ies IgG.

About Japanese encephali琀椀s:
• Japanese encephali琀椀s is a disease caused by a 

昀氀avivirus that a昀昀ects the membranes around 
the brain. 

• Transmission: The disease is transmi琀琀ed to hu-

mans through bites from infected mosquitoes 
of the Culex species. 

• Symptoms:  a small percentage of infected peo-

ple develop in昀氀amma琀椀on of the brain (enceph-

ali琀椀s), with symptoms including sudden onset 

of headache, high fever, disorienta琀椀on, coma, 
tremors, and convulsions.

• Treatment: There is no an琀椀viral treatment for 
pa琀椀ents with JE.

PERSONAL GENOMIC MAPPING 
(PGM)

Context: 
Reliance Industries will introduce personal genomic 
mapping (PGM) to the Indian market.

What is Genome?
All the gene琀椀c informa琀椀on of an organism is called its 
genome. It consists of nucleo琀椀de sequences of DNA. 

What is PGM?
Gene琀椀c mapping can o昀昀er 昀椀rm evidence that a disease 
transmi琀琀ed from parent to child is linked to one or 
more genes. 

• Poten琀椀al: PGM is expected to grow by 2.4 琀椀mes 

by 2032. 
• Bene昀椀ts: PGM can iden琀椀fy and assess genes as-

sociated with a disease, and help with health-

care choices and precision medicine. PGM pro-

vides clues about which chromosome contains 
the gene and precisely where the gene lies on 
that chromosome.

• Concerns: Ethical concerns exist around the pos-

sible use of PGM data for “designer” babies and 
the high cost involved and poten琀椀al data abuse. 

Space

MULTI-ANGLE IMAGER FOR 
AEROSOLS (MAIA) 

Context: 
The space agencies of the United States (Na琀椀onal Aero-

nau琀椀cs and Space Administra琀椀on) and Italy - Agenzia 
Spaziale Italiana (ASI) will launch the Mul琀椀-Angle Im-

ager for Aerosols (MAIA) missions to inves琀椀gate the 
health impacts of air pollu琀椀on in the world’s most 
populated ci琀椀es

About MAIA:
• MAIA is a state-of-the-art satellite instru-

ment producing data that will be used in health 
studies to examine the health e昀昀ects of various 
types of air pollu琀椀on.

• The MAIA mission will collect and analyse data 
from the observatory, sensors on the ground 
and atmospheric models

• Its measurements of sunlight re昀氀ec琀椀ng o昀昀 air-
borne par琀椀cles will help researchers determine 
the abundance, size and op琀椀cal proper琀椀es of 
certain pollutants in the atmosphere. 

Using such data in conjunc琀椀on with surface-based mea-

surements will help researchers decipher the par琀椀cles’ 
chemical composi琀椀on. Those results will then be relat-

ed to human birth, death and hospitalisa琀椀on records 
to answer pressing ques琀椀ons about the health im-

pacts of solid and liquid par琀椀cles contamina琀椀ng the 

https://www.jpl.nasa.gov/missions/multi-angle-imager-for-aerosols-maia
https://www.jpl.nasa.gov/missions/multi-angle-imager-for-aerosols-maia
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air we breathe. 

ACTIVE VOLCANO IN VENUS

Context:  
A new analysis of radar images obtained earlier has 
yielded new evidence indica琀椀ng Venus is currently vol-
canically ac琀椀ve.

More about the analysis:
• Researchers said radar images taken by NASA’s 

Magellan spacecra昀琀 showed that a volcanic 

vent about 1.6 km wide on the Venusian sur-
face expanded and changed shape over an 
eight-month span in 1991.

• The vent is situated on Maat Mons, which at 
about 9 km tall is the planet’s highest volcano 
and second-highest mountain.

About Venus:
Venus is slightly smaller than Earth. Its thick atmo-

sphere - mainly carbon dioxide - traps heat in a run-

away greenhouse e昀昀ect, rendering Venus the solar 
system’s ho琀琀est planet.

Environment

STEPS TAKEN FOR SUSTAINABLE 
MANAGEMENT OF WATER RE-

SOURCES

Context: 
Data given by the Central Ground Water Board (CGWB) 
(which monitors groundwater levels throughout the 
Country) shows about 60% of the wells monitored 
have registered a rise in groundwater levels.

• However, the groundwater levels in some parts 
of the country are declining con琀椀nuously.

Steps Taken 

by Central 
government Descrip琀椀on

N a t i o n a l 
Water Poli-
cy 2012

It advocates conserva琀椀on, promo琀椀on, 
and protec琀椀on of water, augmen琀椀ng 
the availability of water through rain-

water harves琀椀ng, direct use of rainfall, 
water demand management, increas-

ing water use e昀케ciency, water pricing 
including incen琀椀visa琀椀on of recycling & 
reuse of water etc.

Jal Shak-

琀椀 Abhi-
yan (JSA) 
(launched in 
2019)

Implemented by the Government of 
India to e昀昀ec琀椀vely harvest the mon-

soon rainfall through the crea琀椀on of 
ar琀椀昀椀cial recharge structures, water-
shed management, recharge and reuse 
structures, intensive a昀昀oresta琀椀on, and 
awareness genera琀椀on etc.

Amrit Saro-

var Mission 

(2022)

It is aimed at developing and rejuvenat-
ing 75 water bodies in each district of 
the country as a part of the celebra琀椀on 
of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav.

C e n t r a l 

Ground Wa-

ter Authori-
ty (CGWA)

Cons琀椀tuted under the “Environment 
(Protec琀椀on) Act, 1986” for the purpose 

of regula琀椀on and control of groundwa-

ter by industries, mining projects, in-

frastructure projects etc in the country.

Atal Bhu-

jal Yojana 
(2019)

Implemented by the Central Gov-

ernment with an outlay of Rs. 6,000 
crores, in collabora琀椀on with States, 
in certain water-stressed areas of Gu-

jarat, Haryana, Karnataka, Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan and 
U琀琀ar Pradesh.

N a t i o n -

al Aquifer 
M a p p i n g 
P r o g r a m 
( N AQ U I M ) 
(2012)

Implemented by CGWB to cover an 
area of over 25 lakh sq km and share 
the NAQUIM study report along with 
management plans with States/UTs for 
suitable interven琀椀ons.

Master Plan for Ar琀椀昀椀cial Recharge to Groundwater- 
2020
Prepared by the CGWB with States/UTs providing 
a broad outline of the project and expected invest-
ments. The Master Plan envisages the construc琀椀on 
of over 1 crore Rainwater harves琀椀ng and ar琀椀昀椀cial re-

charge structures in the Country to harness 185 bil-
lion Cubic Metres (BCM) of water.

https://jalshakti-dowr.gov.in/sites/default/files/NWP2012Eng6495132651_1.pdf
https://jalshakti-dowr.gov.in/sites/default/files/NWP2012Eng6495132651_1.pdf
https://jalshakti-dowr.gov.in/sites/default/files/NWP2012Eng6495132651_1.pdf
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Water is a state subject and the construc琀椀on of large 
reservoirs for storage of water to meet the water re-

quirement falls under the purview of the States.

SMOKE PARTICLES FROM WILD-
FIRES CAN ERODE OZONE LAYER: 

MIT STUDY

Context: 
According to a new study the smoke from recent wild-

昀椀res is threatening to slow and even reverse the recov-

ery of Earth’s ozone layer.

About the Ozone layer:
• The ozone layer is the protec琀椀ve cover shielding 

the Earth from the Sun’s damaging ultraviolet 
radia琀椀on.

More about the study:
• Researchers in the US noted that a wild昀椀re can 

pump smoke up into the stratosphere, where 
the par琀椀cles dri昀琀 for over a year.

• The researchers iden琀椀昀椀ed a new chemical re-

ac琀椀on by which smoke par琀椀cles from the Aus-

tralian wild昀椀res made ozone deple琀椀on worse.
• By triggering this reac琀椀on, the 昀椀res likely con-

tributed to a 3-5% deple琀椀on of total ozone at 
mid-la琀椀tudes in the Southern Hemisphere, in 
regions overlying Australia, New Zealand, and 
parts of Africa and South America.

A GREEN, SELF-POWERED DESALI-
NATION PLANT IN LAKSHADWEEP

Context: 
For the 昀椀rst 琀椀me in the world the Chennai-based Na-

琀椀onal Ins琀椀tute of Ocean Technology (NIOT) is work-

ing at making Low-Temperature Thermal Desalina琀椀on 
(LTTD) technology process free of emissions.

• An ini琀椀a琀椀ve of providing potable water in six 
islands of Lakshadweep.

Current Situa琀椀on:
• Currently, the desalina琀椀on plants, each of which 

provides at least 100,000 litres of potable wa-

ter every day, are powered by diesel generator 
sets.

How LTTD works:
• LTTD exploits the di昀昀erence in temperature 

(nearly 15°C) in the ocean water at the surface 
and at depths of about 600 feet.

• This cold water condenses water at the surface, 
which is warmer but whose pressure has been 
lowered using vacuum pumps. 

• Such de-pressurised water can evaporate even 
at ambient temperatures and this resul琀椀ng va-

pour when condensed is free of salts and con-

taminants and 昀椀t to consume.

Na琀椀onal Ins琀椀tute of Ocean Technology:
• The NIOT, an ins琀椀tute under the aegis of 

the Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES), has 

worked for years on harnessing energy from 
the ocean. 

BARDA WILDLIFE SANCTUARY

Context: 
The Gujarat government has planned to translocate 40 
adult and sub-adult lions to the Barda Wildlife Sanctu-

ary in the state.

https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/ozone-layer/
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About Barda Wildlife Sanctuary:
Barda sanctuary, about 100 kilometres away from Gir 
Na琀椀onal Park, has been iden琀椀昀椀ed as a poten琀椀al site 
to accommodate the Asia琀椀c Lions.
Need:

• A second home would protect the lion popula-

琀椀on from ex琀椀nc琀椀on in case of diseases, Nat-
ural disasters etc

Other ini琀椀a琀椀ves:
• Members of the Maldhari community will 

also have to be relocated along with the big 
cats as it is important to restore around 1,000 
km of ‘exclusive lion habitat’ under Project 
Lion through incen琀椀vised voluntary reloca琀椀on 
of forest villages.

• Maldharis are local pastoral communi琀椀es set-
tled within Gir Protected Areas and the Barda 
WLS. 

NAMDAPHA NATIONAL PARK 
AND TIGER RESERVE

Hoolock Gibbon: IUCN: Endangered

Q. Which one of the following Na琀椀onal Parks has a 
climate that varies from tropical to subtropical, tem-

perate and arc琀椀c? (UPSC 2015)
(a) Khangchendzonga Na琀椀onal Park 

(b) Nandadevi Na琀椀onal Park 

(c) Neora Valley Na琀椀onal Park 

(d) Namdapha Na琀椀onal Park
Ans: D

Q. Consider the following pairs: (UPSC 2013)
1. Nokrek Biosphere Reserve: Garo Hills
2. Loktak (Loktak) Lake: Barail Range
3. Namdapha Na琀椀onal Park: Da昀氀a Hills
Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched?
(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 

(d) None
Ans: A
Nokrek Biosphere Reserve (West Garo Hills district 
of Meghalaya). Loktak Lake (located near Moirang in 
Manipur State). Barail is the highest hill range in As-

sam and it separates the State of Manipur from the 
State of Nagaland. Namdapha Na琀椀onal Park (locat-
ed between the Dapha Bum range of the Mishmi Hills 
and the Patkai range)

Climate Change

CORAL BREACH IN THE GULF OF 
MANNAR

Context: 
The government plans a seaweed park in Tamil Nadu, 
ignoring the threat that Kappaphycus, a widely grown 
invasive seaweed, poses to corals in the Gulf of Man-

nar Marine Na琀椀onal Park.

About the seaweed:
• Kappaphycus is a genus of red algae. Species are 

distributed in the waters of East Africa, Indone-

sia, Malaysia, Hainan Island, the Philippines, 
and Micronesia.

• The seaweed is dangerous because it grows 
fast, doubling its size in 15-30 days, and seeks 

out live corals to thrive on — unlike na琀椀ve sea-

weeds, which typically grow on dead corals.
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Why plan a seaweed park?
Na琀椀onal research ins琀椀tutes and companies are for in-

creased cul琀椀va琀椀on of Kappaphycus to improve live-

lihoods, and pro昀椀ts and to reduce India’s import of 
kappa-carrageenan, a polysaccharide extracted from 
the alga that 昀椀nds use in industrial gums and as a 
smoothening agent in ice cream, toothpaste, jellies, 
medicines and paint.

Pollu琀椀on and Waste

NET-ZERO WASTE TO BE MANDA-
TORY FOR BUILDINGS

Context: 
According to the Union Ministry of Housing and Urban 
A昀昀airs, all upcoming housing socie琀椀es and commercial 
complexes in the country will soon mandatorily have to 
ensure net zero waste.

Background: 
• The direc琀椀ve is part of the Manhole to Ma-

chine-hole scheme for the complete removal 
of manual scavenging and has been formulated 
as a convergence of programmes like Swachch 
Bharat, NAMASTE and AMRUT.

• India currently generates 72,368 million litres 

per day of urban wastewater of which only 28% 
is treated. 

• According to a 2021 report - ‘Circular Economy 
in Municipal Solid and Liquid Waste’, if the sale 
of treated sewage is ins琀椀tu琀椀onalised, it can add 
close to ₹3,285 crore annually.

• The UN SDG 6.3 aims at halving the propor-
琀椀on of untreated wastewater and substan琀椀ally 

increasing recycling and safe reuse globally by 
2030.

What does achieving net zero waste mean? 
• Reducing, reusing, and recovering waste streams 

(sludge) to convert them to valuable resources 
so that zero solid waste is sent to land昀椀lls.

• Net zero waste along with the treatment of liq-

uid discharge will be part of the government’s 
push for reforming and modernising the sew-

age disposal system.

The Ministry is also looking at:
• Integra琀椀ng sep琀椀c tank design into the building 

by-laws,
• Geo-tagging all sep琀椀c tanks and manholes for 

proper tracking, 
• Reducing GST on mechanised cleaning vehicles.

‘TERRIFYING’ PLASTIC ROCKS ON 
A REMOTE ISLAND

Context: 
 Melted plas琀椀c has become intertwined with rocks 
on the island, located 1,140 km (708 miles) from the 
south-eastern state of Espirito Santo, which research-

ers say is evidence of humans’ growing in昀氀uence over 
the earth’s geological cycles.

More about it:
• The kind of plas琀椀cs are in the rocks called “plas-

琀椀glomerates” because they are made of a mix-

ture of sedimentary granules and other debris 
held together by plas琀椀c.

Species in News

INDIAN WOLF (CANIS LUPUS PAL-
LIPES)
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Status of the wolf in India:
• The popula琀椀on of wolves in India was es琀椀mated 

to be 3,100 — Gujarat’s wolf popula琀椀on was es琀椀-

mated to be 494, the third highest a昀琀er Madhya 
Pradesh (772) and Rajasthan (532). 

• The Central Zoo Authority (CZA) and the Wildlife 
Ins琀椀tute of India (WII) are also working on the 
conserva琀椀on breeding of endangered cat spe-

cies (Asia琀椀c lion, Bengal 琀椀ger, snow leopard and 
clouded leopard), canine species (Tibetan wolf) 
and bustard species (great Indian bustard, lesser 
昀氀orican).

EURASIAN OTTERS

Defence

VAYULINK

Context: 
The Indian armed forces are set to deploy a new home-

grown system called Vayulink, which will help com-

manders iden琀椀fy friendly forces in a joint ba琀琀lespace.
• Vayulink can avert Budgam-like fratricide, give 

real-琀椀me data

Working: 
It will connect all en琀椀琀椀es, combat and non-combat, 
through a single link and help iden琀椀fy friendly forces in 
a combat situa琀椀on whether airborne or on the ground 
through secure, jammer-proof communica琀椀on. 

•	 It will also arm pilots with accurate weather 
data before they 昀氀y. 

•	 It helps in improving situa琀椀onal awareness and 
consequently aiding in e昀昀ec琀椀ve decision-mak-

ing.

Military Exercises in News
•	 Exercise Bold Kurukshetra (Jodhpur): Singapore 

Army and Indian Army 
•	 Exercise La Perouse: Mul琀椀lateral exercise con-

ducted by French Navy for enhancing coordina-

琀椀on amongst the par琀椀cipa琀椀ng navies in Indo-Pa-

ci昀椀c Region. India, the USA, Japan, Australia, the 
UK etc. are par琀椀cipants

•	 Mari琀椀me Partnership Exercise (MPX): It is a 

naval exercise conducted with mul琀椀ple friendly 
countries like Japan, France etc

Innova琀椀ons for Defence Excellence (iDEX) 
project 
The Indian Army has awarded the 昀椀rst-ever procure-

ment order for an Innova琀椀ons for Defence Excellence 
(iDEX) project (to Indian startup M/s Hyper Stealth 
Technologies Pvt Ltd.) for procurement of an indige-

nously developed Integrated Mobile Camou昀氀age Sys-

tem (IMCS) for Armoured Figh琀椀ng Vehicles 

The iDEX (under the Ministry of Defence) ini琀椀a琀椀ve was 
launched to encourage technological development in 
defence and aerospace by engaging R&D ins琀椀tutes, ac-

ademia, and industries, including MSMEs, startups, and 
individual innovators. 
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PRESIDENT’S COLOUR AWARD TO 
INS DRONACHARYA

Context: 
The President of India presented the President’s Colour 
to INS Dronacharya in Kochi

About INS Dronacharya 
It is the gunnery school of the Indian Navy. It is located 
in Kochi, Kerala. It is responsible for training 820 o昀케cers 
and 2100 ra琀椀ngs per year in small-arms, naval missiles, 
ar琀椀llery, radar and defensive countermeasures

About President’s Colour Award:
• The President’s Colour is a pres琀椀gious honour, 

awarded by the President to armed forces or a 
police unit that has rendered excep琀椀onal ser-
vice to the na琀椀on.

• The award serves as a recogni琀椀on of the sac-

ri昀椀ces made by police personnel in the line 
of duty, and as a tribute to their unwavering 
commitment to serving and protecting its 
people.

Security Related News:
1. Colombo Security Conclave (CSC): It is a trilateral 

security grouping between India, Sri Lanka and Mal-
dives (Mauri琀椀us joined later as the fourth member). 
Indian Coast Guard Region (North East) is conduc琀椀ng 
the fourth edi琀椀on of the Tabletop exercise (simulated 
emergency) under CSC.

• Aim: It focuses on mari琀椀me security, marine 
pollu琀椀on response and mari琀椀me search & res-

cue
2. EXERCISE SEA DRAGON 23: India is par琀椀cipa琀椀ng in 
the US-led mul琀椀-na琀椀onal annual exercise focussing 
on An琀椀-submarine warfare tac琀椀cs in the Indo-Paci昀椀c 
region.

Internal Security

OPERATION TRISHUL

Context: 
Under its ‘Opera琀椀on Trishul,’ the Central Bureau of In-

ves琀椀ga琀椀on (CBI) has extradited 33 fugi琀椀ves involved in 
various criminal ac琀椀vi琀椀es in the past year. 
Process: CBI raises requests through Interpol channels 
and seeks their deporta琀椀on or extradi琀椀on through a 
formal route. 

•	 CBI uses Interpol’s Star Global Focal Point Net-
work and analysis of 昀椀nancial crime 昀椀les to not 
only trace suspects but also the proceeds of 昀椀-

nancial crimes.

Also, recently, India has called upon G20 countries to 
adopt mul琀椀lateral ac琀椀on for faster extradition of ‘fu-

gi琀椀ve economic o昀昀enders.’
Who are ‘fugi琀椀ve economic o昀昀enders’ (FEO)?
FEO is de昀椀ned as an individual against whom a war-
rant of arrest in rela琀椀on to a scheduled o昀昀ence has 
been issued by any court in India and the value of the 
o昀昀ence is at least Rs. 100 crores.
Fugi琀椀ve economic o昀昀enders act, 2018 aims to seize 
the property of economic o昀昀enders who have 昀氀ed 
the na琀椀on to avoid being prosecuted or who refuse to 
come back to face charges.

Places

MAPPING
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Content for Mains Enrichment (Ethics/

Essay):
 

Society

HUSTLE CULTURE

Usage: The word ‘Hustle Culture’ can be used to denote modern-day lifestyle and work culture and issues related 
to it in the Essay/Ethics and Society papers

Dry and Wet Waste Manage-

ment Technologies
Atal Incuba琀椀on Centre (AIC) – Bhabha Atomic Research Centre (BARC) (es-

tablished under the Atal Innova琀椀on Mission (AIM), NITI Aayog) has demon-

strated various technologies for waste management.
• SHESHA: It is a compact helical-shaped waste converter aimed to 

manage biodegradable waste generated in small housing socie琀椀es, 
restaurants, etc

• Rapid compos琀椀ng technology: It decomposes Kitchen waste using 
celluloly琀椀c fungi Trichoderma koningiopsis (isolated from tree bark).

The aim of AIC-BARC is to foster synergy between government research fa-

cili琀椀es and tech entrepreneurs.

Plas琀椀c Waste Management A solar-powered system that can convert plas琀椀c waste and CO2 into syngas 
and glycolic acid (both used for the produc琀椀on of several by-products) has 
been developed by the University of Cambridge.

• The system uses catalysts that are integrated into a light absorber 

and can work at room temperature and pressure.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/07/04/content-for-mains-enrichment-ethics-essay-12/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/07/04/content-for-mains-enrichment-ethics-essay-12/
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Feminist foreign policy move-

ment

A feminist foreign policy (FPP) is a policy of a state that priori琀椀zes peace, 
gender equality, and environmental integrity; and seeks to disrupt colonial, 
racist, patriarchal, and male-dominated power structures. 
E.g.

• Germany mandates that gender equality be priori琀椀zed in its diplo-

ma琀椀c engagement and development goals. It will allocate 8% of its 
development funds to projects that speci昀椀cally target gender equal-
ity, and protec琀椀ng women, girls, and marginalized groups from vio-

lence.
• Similarly, other countries, including Canada, Chile, Mexico, France, 

Mongolia, Luxembourg, and the Netherlands, have also adopted a 
feminist approach to foreign policy.

Step to make Lakhpa琀椀 Didis In a historic step to make Lakhpa琀椀 Didis (Women with annual earnings of 
Rs. 1 lakh and more) from the Self-Help Groups (SHGs), the Ministry of Ru-

ral Development has signed an MoU with the Ministry of Ayush to provide 
training to rural youth and women in the Ayush healthcare system, aiming 
to empower them and develop skilled personnel through the Deen Dayal 
Upadhyaya-Grameen Kaushalya Yojana (DDU-GKY)
This step is part of the government’s e昀昀orts to empower rural women and 
achieve the target of having 10 crore SHG members by 2024

Perumal Murugan’s novel ‘Pook-

kuzhi,’ or ‘Pyre’
Tamil writer Perumal Murugan’s novel ‘Pookkuzhi,’ or ‘Pyre’ in English 
transla琀椀on, has been nominated for the Interna琀椀onal Booker Prize 2023 
longlist, making it the 昀椀rst Tamil novel to be nominated for the award. 

•	 The novel narrates the tale of a young inter-caste couple who elope, 
exploring caste-based violence in rural Tamil Nadu during the 1980s. 

About his social work:
•	 Murugan is a professor of Tamil literature, and his works primarily 

cri琀椀que the caste system and its use of oppression and violence. 
•	 Literature can be a powerful tool for change
•	 Murugan collaborated with Carna琀椀c musician T M Krishna on a poem 

about manual scavengers.
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Religion and Environment: Sika 
deer (Nara, Japan)

A recent study in Japan found that the Sika deer living near the Kasuga Tai-
sha Shrine and Todaiji Buddhist Temple in the city of Nara have unique mi-
tochondrial DNA due to a ban on their hun琀椀ng for almost 1,500 years, given 
their status in Shintoism, Japan’s na琀椀onal religion. 

•	 Sika deer are revered in Nara as the messengers of the Shinto gods.
Usage: Similar to Indian religious values of conserva琀椀on of cultural heritage, 
this example can be used to show how religion can help in the conserva琀椀on 
of 昀氀ora and fauna.

Women Empowerment

GLOBAL FEMINIST MOVEMENTS

Movement Impact

Ni Una Menos (“Not One Wom-

an Less”) (Argen琀椀na, 2015)
It brought to light the issue of femicide and gender violence in Argen琀椀na and 
other La琀椀n American countries

Me Too (US, 2017)

It exposed the extent of sexual harassment and abuse in the entertainment 
industry. It highlighted the power dynamics that allow sexual violence to con-

琀椀nue and led to accountability for perpetrators.

Interna琀椀onal Women’s Strike 
(Global, 2017)

It was a call to ac琀椀on for women to go on strike and protest against the op-

pression of women and gender non-conforming people. It aimed to highlight 
the value of women’s work and the need for gender equality in all aspects 
of life.

Black Lives Ma琀琀er (US, 2013)

Although not exclusively a feminist movement, it addresses the intersec琀椀onal 
issues of racism, sexism, and violence against Black women. It highlights the 
need for racial and gender equality. 

Say Her Name (US, 2015)
This movement focuses on the violence experienced by Black women, includ-

ing police brutality and sexual violence. 

Pinjra Tod (India, 2015)
Pinjra Tod is a feminist collec琀椀ve formed by women students in Delhi in 2015 
to 昀椀ght against discriminatory hostel rules for women.

Impact: 
It had an impact on raising awareness about gender inequality and the need for systemic change. They have 
also empowered women to speak out about their experiences and demand accountability for perpetrators of 
violence. 
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OSCARS
The Elephant Whisperers

About Mudumalai Tiger Reserve
Mudumalai Tiger Reserve is located in the Nilgiris District of Tamil Nadu state at the tri-junc琀椀on of three states, 
viz, Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu. It is a part of the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve (1st Biosphere Reserve in 
India). The Reserve has tall grasses, commonly referred to as ‘Elephant Grass’.
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Our founder & director, Vinay Sir, with 120 toppers of UPSC CSE-2021 

at the Felicita琀椀on Ceremony conducted at Bengaluru.

Have you subscribed to our podcast channel yet?  
Join us every week & listen to stories that will 

reignite your imagina琀椀on & inspire meaningful ac琀椀ons!
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