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GENERAL STUDIES ɀ I  
 

Topics: Indian  culture will  cover the salient  aspects of Art  Forms, Literature  and Architecture  
from  ancient to modern  times. 

1. DELHI UNDER FIROZ SHAH TUGLAQ: REIGN OF THE THIRD RULER OF 

TUGHLAQ DYNASTY 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: Contributions and reign of Firoz Shah. 

¶ For Mains: Concerns associated with frequent renaming of places. 

ContextΥ 5ŜƭƘƛΩǎ Feroz Shah Kotla stadium is set to be renamed Arun Jaitley Stadium after the former Finance 
Minister. 

¶ The stadium took its name from a 14th century fortress Firoz Shah Tughlaq. 

About Firoz Shah Tughlaq: 

¶ Born in 1309 and ascended the throne of Delhi after the demise of his cousin Muhammad-bin-Tughlaq. 

¶ He was the third ruler of Tughlaq dynasty that ruled over Delhi from 1320 to 1412 AD. Tughlaq was in power 
from 1351 to 1388 AD. 

¶ He was the one who started the imposition of Jaziya. 

¶ He provided the principle of inheritance to the armed forces where the officers were permitted to rest and 
send their children in army in their place. However, they were not paid in real money but by land. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƘŜ Ψfather of the irrigation departmentΩ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴŀƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
he built. 

Contributions: 

¶ established the Diwan-i-Khairat τ office for charity. 

¶ established the Diwan-i-Bundagan τ department of slave 

¶ established Sarais (rest house) for the benefits of merchants and other travellers 

¶ adopted the Iqtadari framework. 

¶ Established four new towns, Firozabad, Fatehabad, Jaunpur and Hissar. 

¶ established hospitals known as Darul-Shifa, Bimaristan or Shifa Khana. 

Taxes imposed under Firoz Shah Tughlaq: 

¶ Kharaj: land tax which was equal to one-tenth of the produce of the land. 

¶ Zakat: two and a half per cent tax on property realized from the Muslims. 

¶ Kham: one-fifth of the booty captured (four-fifth was left for the soldiers). 

¶ Jaziya: levied on the non-Muslim subjects, particularly the Hindus. Women and children were, however, 
exempted from the taxes. 

¶ Also levied other taxes like the irrigation tax, garden tax, octroi tax and the sales tax. 
Sources: the Hindu. 

2. KARTARPUR SAHIB PILGRIM CORRIDOR 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims and Mains: Location and significance of the corridor, issues involved in its construction. 

Context: India has urged Pakistan to show flexibility regarding some outstanding issues in the Kartarpur corridor 
project. 

Issues: 

¶ Pakistan is planning to charge $20 per pilgrim. 

He constructed 
canals from: 

¶ Yamuna to the 
city of Hissar. 

¶ Sutlej to the 
Ghaggar. 

¶ Ghaggar to 
Firozabad. 

¶ Mandvi and 
Sirmour Hills 
to Hansi in 
Haryana. 
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¶ It has also not agreed to the initial number τ 10,000 pilgrims that India proposed.  

¶ India has not received favourable response on the presence of the consular officer who should accompany 
the pilgrims. 

²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άYŀǊǘŀǊǇǳǊ /ƻǊǊƛŘƻǊέ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΚ 

¶ The corridor ς ƻŦǘŜƴ ŘǳōōŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άRoad 
to Peaceέ ς will connect Gurdwara 
5ŀǊōŀǊ {ŀƘƛō ƛƴ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ YŀǊǘŀǊǇǳǊ 
ǿƛǘƘ 5ŜǊŀ .ŀōŀ bŀƴŀƪ ǎƘǊƛƴŜ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ 
Gurdaspur district. 

¶ The construction of the corridor 
will allow visa-free access to 
pilgrims from India. 

Implementation: 

¶ The Kartarpur corridor will be 
implemented as an integrated 
development project with Government 
of India funding, to provide smooth and 
easy passage, with all the modern amenities. 

The shrine aƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜΥ 

¶ The gurdwara in Kartarpur stands on the bank of the Ravi, about 120 km northeast of Lahore. 

¶ It was here that Guru Nanak assembled a Sikh community and lived for 18 years until his death in 1539. 

¶ The shrine is visible from the Indian side, as Pakistani authorities generally trim the elephant grass that would 
otherwise obstruct the view. 

¶ Indian Sikhs gather in large numbers for darshan from the Indian side, and binoculars are installed at 
Gurdwara Dera Baba Nanak. 

Sources: the Hindu. 

3. SANGAM CIVILISATION OLDER THAN THOUGHT 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: Overview of Sangam period. 

¶ For Mains: Significance of Recent findings. 

Context: Carbon samples collected from Keezhadi, the Sangam-era site, have been found to belong to 580 BC, 
according to accelerator mass spectrometry dating results.  

¶ This suggests that the urbanisation of Vaigai plains happened earlier than thought ς around the 6th century 
BC. 

Key findings and revelations: 

¶ Tamil Brahmi script originated in the 6th century BC. People were either literate or at least knew the art of 
writing as early as the 6th century BC. 

¶ Literate society: Tamil Brahmi letters found were inscribed when the pot was wet or after the pot became 
dry. This clearly suggests literacy levels in the 6th century BC. 

¶ Agrarian society that reared cattle: Skeletal fragments of cow/ox, buffalo, sheep, goat, nilgai, blackbuck, 
wild boar and peacock were found. 

¶ Good quality materials used for building: The brick and roof tiles contained more than 80% silica mixed with 
7% lime while lime plaster possessed 97% of lime. 

¶ High standard of living: Long walls, Well-laid floors along with roof tiles in a collapsed state, iron nails 
fastened to the poles and rafters prove a high standard of living during the Sangam age. 

Sources: the Hindu. 
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Topics: Modern  Indian  history  from  about the middle  of the eighteenth century  until  the 
present- significant  events, personalities,  issues. 

1. FORMATION OF INTERIM GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: Key composition of the interim government and various decisions executed. 

¶ For Mains: What led to the creation of interim government and what was the outcome of it? 

Context: On September 2, 1946, the interim government of India led by Jawaharlal Nehru was formed. 

About the Interim Government: 

¶ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǎǳŎƘ ŎŀōƛƴŜǘ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ōƻǘƘ Congress and the Muslim League shared power 
at the Centre. 

¶ The interim government functioned with a great degree of autonomy, and remained in power until the end 
of British rule, after which it was succeeded by the Dominions of India and Pakistan. 

What ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƳ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ƛǘǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŘƛŘ ƛǘ 
take? 

¶ Starting with the Cripps mission in 1942, a number of attempts were made by colonial authorities to form 
an interim government in India. 

¶ In 1946, elections to the Constituent Assembly were held following the proposals of the British Cabinet 
Mission dispatched by the British Prime Minister Clement Attlee. 

¶ Viceroy Wavell subsequently called upon Indian representatives to join the interim government. 

¶ The interim government functioned according to the older Government of India Act of 1919. 

Some of the decisions by the cabinet: 

¶ To engage in direct diplomatic relations with all countries and goodwill missions. 

¶ Support for the independence of colonised nations. 

¶ In November 1946, ratified the Convention on International Civil Aviation. 

¶ In the same month, a committee was appointed to advise the government on nationalising the armed 
forces. 

¶ In April 1947, the US announced the appointment of Dr. Henry F. Grady as its ambassador to India. 

¶ On June 1, the Indian Commonwealth Relations Department and the External Affairs Department were 
merged to form the single Department of External Affairs and Commonwealth Relations. 

Sources: Indian Express. 

2. ASIATIC SOCIETY OF MUMBAI 

What to study? 

¶ CƻǊ tǊŜƭƛƳǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǎΥ !ōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΦ 

Context: Asiatic Society of Mumbai has elected the first woman president in the 215 years of its existence. 

¶ Prof Vispi Balaporia will now head the institution. 

About Asiatic Society, Mumbai: 

¶ It is a learned society whose activities include conducting historical research, awarding historians, and 
running an institute of post-graduate studies. 

¶ Its library, home to over 1 lakh books, consists of rare manuscripts contributed to it by the East India 
Company, as well as generous donations. 

¶ The Society offers Junior Fellowships for research and recommends scholars for the Tagore National 
Fellowship of the Ministry of Culture. 

¶ The Governor of MaharashtǊŀ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ /ƘƛŜŦ tŀǘǊƻƴ. 

LǘΩǎ ŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΥ 

¶ It began journey in 1804 as the Literary Society of Bombay. 
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¶ Founded by Sir James Mackintosh, a Scottish colonial administrator who had a keen interest in Oriental 
studies. 

¶ In 1826, it became the Mumbai arm of the London-based Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and 
Ireland and came to be called the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society (BBRAS). 

¶ In 1954, the institution was severed from its London parent and became the Asiatic Society of Bombay. In 
2002, it acquired its present name. 

Sources: Indian Express. 

3. 4%!#(%23ȭ $!9 ςπρω 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims and mains: Teachers Day Significance and about Radhakrishnan and his key contributions. 

ContextΥ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ ƛǎ observed annually on September 5, as Dr. Radhakrishnan was born on September 5, 
1888. 

Key facts: 

¶ Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan was LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ and second President. 

¶ Iƛǎ ōƻƻƪΣ ΨThe Philosophy of Rabindranath TagoreΩ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘo Indian philosophy. 

¶ His philosophy was grounded in Advaita VedantaΦ IŜ ŘŜŦŜƴŘŜŘ IƛƴŘǳƛǎƳ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ άǳƴƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ 
ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƳέ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ IƛƴŘǳ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΦ 

¶ He earned the reputation of being the bridge-builder between India and the West. 

¶ He was one of the founders of Helpage India, a renowned NGO for elderly underprivileged in India. 

¶ He was awarded the Bharat Ratna, LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ŀǿŀǊŘΣ in 1954. 

¶ He was awarded several other distinguished awards as well such as a knighthood in 1931 and honorary 
membership of the British Royal Order of Merit in 1963. 

Sources: pib. 

4. DADABHAI NAOROJI 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims and Mains: Key contributions and their significance. 

Context: September 4, 2019 was the 194th birth anniversary of Dadabhai NaorojiΣ ǘƘŜ άGrand Old Man of IndiaέΣ 
who was among the first leaders who stirred national consciousness in the country. 

¶ Born in 1825 at Navsari, in present-day Gujarat. 

Key contributions: 

¶ He was closely involved with the Indian National Congress in its early phase. 

¶ He served as the first Indian member of the British parliament. 

¶ His first agitation, in 1859, concerned recruitment to the Indian Civil Service. 

¶ In 1865 and 1866, Naoroji helped found the London Indian Society and the East India Association The two 
organisations sought to bring nationalist Indians and sympathetic Britons on one platform. 

¶ As the secretary of the East India Association, Naoroji travelled in India to gather funds and raise national 
awareness. 

¶ In 1885, Naoroji became a vice-president of the Bombay Presidency Association, was nominated to the 
Bombay legislative council by Governor Lord Reay, and helped form the Indian National Congress. 

¶ He was Congress president thrice, in 1886, 1893, and 1906. 

¶ In 1893, he helped form an Indian parliamentary committee to attend to Indian interests. 

¶ In 1895, he became a member of the royal commission on Indian expenditure. 

¶ 5ŀŘŀōƘŀƛ bŀƻǊƻƧƛ ǿŀǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ǇǊƻǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨDrain TheoryΩΣ ŘƛǎǎŜƳƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ мфлм ōƻƻƪ 
ΨPoverty and Un-British Rule in IndiaΩΦ 

What is Drain Theory? 

¶ LƳǇŜǊƛŀƭ .Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ ǿŀǎ ŘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀǿŀȅ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ǘƻ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŜȄǇƭƻƛǘŀǘƛǾŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 
LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǊǳƭŜ ōȅ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴŜǊǎΤ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǾȅ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ōǳǊŘŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ŎƛǾƛƭ ŀƴŘ Ƴƛƭƛǘary apparatus in India; the 
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exploitation of the country due to free trade; non-Indians taking away the money that they earned in India; 
and the interest that India paid on its public debt held in Britain. 

Sources: the Hindu. 

5. PAIKA REBELLION 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims and Mains: Paika Rebellion- what when and why? 

Context: President Ram Nath Kovind to lay the foundation of a memorial dedicated to the 1817 Paika Rebellion. 

Who are Paikas? 

¶ Paikas had been recruited since the 16th century by kings in Odisha from a variety of social groups to render 
martial services in return for rent-free land (nish-kar jagirs) and titles. They were the traditional land-
owning militia of Odisha and served as warriors. 

How the rebellion began? 

¶ When armies of the East India Company overran most of Odisha in 1803, the Raja of Khurda lost his primacy 
and the power and prestige of the Paikas went on a decline. 

¶ The British were not comfortable with these aggressive, warlike new subjects and set up a commission under 
Walter Ewer to look into the issue. 

¶ The commission recommended that the hereditary rent-free lands granted to the Paikas be taken over by 
the British administration and this recommendation was zealously adhered to. They revolted against the 
British. 

¶ Bakshi Jagabandhu Bidyadhar Mohapatra Bharamarbar Rai, the highest-ranking military general of King of 
Khorda Mukund Dev II, led the Paikas to join the uprising. 

¶ However, the rebellion had several other underlying causes ς like the rise in the price of salt, abolition of the 
cowrie currency for payment of taxes and an overtly extortionist land revenue policy. 

¶ Although initially the Company struggled to respond they managed to put down the rebellion by May 1817. 
Many of the Paik leaders were hung or deported. Jagabandhu surrendered in 1825. 

Nationalist movement or a Peasant rebellion? 

¶ The Paika Rebellion is one among the peasant rebellions that took place in India when the British East India 
Company was expanding its military enterprise. 

¶ Because these uprisings violently clashed with European colonialists and missionaries on many occasions, 
their resistance is sometimes seen as the first expression of resistance against colonial rule τ and therefore 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ άƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎǘέ ƛƴ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΦ 

Sources: Indian Express. 
 

Topics: History  of the world  will  include events from  18th century  such as industrial  
revolution,  world  wars,  redrawing  of national  boundaries,  colonization,  decolonization,  
political  philosophies like communism,  capitalism,  socialism etc.- their  forms  and effect on the 
society. 

MUNICH AGREEMENT 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: Key features of the agreement. 

¶ For Mains: A critical analysis. 

Context: On September 1, 1939 τ German troops marched into Poland, triggering the beginning of World War 
II. 

¶ Great Britain and France, which had assured help to Poland, declared war on Germany and its allies two days 
later, on September 3. The beginning of the War exposed to the world the folly of the Munich Agreement. 
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What is Munich Agreement? 

¶ The Agreement was signed among Germany, France, Italy, and Great Britain on September 29-30, 
1938. Czechoslovakia, the country whose region was about to be annexed, was not officially party to the 
Agreement. It was forced to agree to the deal under pressure from Great Britain and France, which had a 
military alliance with the country. 

¶ The Agreement allowed for the cessation to Germany of Sudetenland. The German occupation was to be 
done in four stages from October 1-10, 1938. 

¶ The cessation in some places was subject to a plebiscite. 

¶ The Czechoslovak government was supposed to release from their military and police forces within four 
weeks of the signing of the Agreement, any Sudeten Germans who wished to be released, and all Sudeten 
German prisoners. 

Outcome: 

¶ Six months after the Munich Agreement was signed, Hitler went back on his commitments and invaded the 
whole of Czechoslovakia. War was on its way. 

¶ The agreement has been seen as a disastrous act of appeasement of !ŘƻƭŦ IƛǘƭŜǊΩǎ Nazi regime, and historical 
evidence that expansionist totalitarianism cannot be dealt with through placation. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 
Topics: Salient features of Indian  Society, Diversity  of India.  

1. INDUS VALLEY SETTLERS HAD A DISTINCT GENETIC LINEAGE 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: Harappan sites, culture and features. 

¶ For Mains: Significance of their way of life, issues and recent findings. 
Context: A study of DNA from skeletal remains excavated from the Harappan cemetery at Rakhigarhi argues that 
the hunter-gatherers of South Asia- people from Indus Valley Civilisation, who then became a settled people, 
have an independent origin.  

Findings of the study: 

¶ Independent origin: The hunter-gatherers of South Asia had an independent origin. They do not contain 
genome from either the Steppe region or ancient Iranian farmers. 
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¶ The same hunter-gatherer communities developed into agricultural communities and formed the Harappan 
civilisation. 

¶ As the Harappans traded with Mesopotamia, Egypt, the Persian Gulf and almost all across South Asia, there 
was bound to be movement of people resulting in a mixed genetic history. India had a heterogeneous 
population right from the beginning of settled life. 

¶ There was a movement of people from east to west as the IŀǊŀǇǇŀƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴǘ ŀǘ ǎƛǘŜǎ 
like Gonur in Turkmenistan and Sahr-i-Sokhta in Iran. 

¶ Researchers find no trace of the Anatolian-related ancestry that is a hallmark of the spread of farming to 
the west, but the Iranian-related ancestry they detected in South Asians comes from a lineage that separated 
from ancient Iranian farmers and hunter-gatherers before those groups split from each other. 

Background and significance of the study: 

¶ With these findings, the theory of the Harappans having Steppe pastoral or ancient Iranian 
farmer ancestry thus stands refuted. The finding also negates the hypothesis about mass migration during 
Harappan times from outside South Asia. 

  
Sources: the Hindu. 

2. UNIFORM CIVIL CODE 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: Constitutional provisions related to Uniform Civil Code. 

¶ For Mains: UCC- need, concerns, challenges and is it suitable for India? 

Context: Government has failed to bring in Uniform Civil Code, says Supreme Court. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  13 InsightsIAS 

What is uniform civil code? 

¶ A generic set of governing laws for every citizen without taking into consideration the religion. 

What the constitution says? 

¶ Article 44 of the Constitution ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ¦ƴƛŦƻǊƳ /ƛǾƛƭ /ƻŘŜΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΣ ά¢ƘŜ 
{ǘŀǘŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǊ ǘƻ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ŀ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳ ŎƛǾƛƭ ŎƻŘŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀέΦ {ƛƴŎŜ 
the Directive Principles are only guidelines, it is not mandatory to use them. 

India needs a Uniform Civil Code for the following reasons: 

¶ A secular republic needs a common law for all citizens rather than differentiated rules based on religious 
practices. 

¶ Another reason why a uniform civil code is needed is gender justice. The rights of women are usually limited 
under religious law, be it Hindu or Muslim. The practice of triple talaq is a classic example. 

¶ Many practices governed by religious tradition are at odds with the fundamental rights guaranteed in the 
Indian Constitution. 

¶ Courts have also often said in their judgements that the government should move towards a uniform civil 
code including the judgement in the Shah Bano case. 

Why is UCC is not desirable at this point? 

¶ Secularism cannot contradict the plurality prevalent in the country. Besides, cultural diversity cannot be 
compromised to the extent that our urge for uniformity itself becomes a reason for threat to the territorial 
integrity of the nation. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨǎŜŎǳƭŀǊƛǎƳΩ has meaning only if it assures the expression of any form of difference. This diversity, 
both religious and regional, should not get subsumed under the louder voice of the majority. At the same 
time, discriminatory practices within a religion should not hide behind the cloak of that faith to gain 
legitimacy. 

What is needed now? 

¶ Need of the hour is the codification of all personal laws so that prejudices and stereotypes in every one of 
them would come to light and can be tested on the anvil of fundamental rights of the Constitution. 

¶ By codification of different personal laws, one can arrive at certain universal principles that prioritise equity 
rather than imposition of a Uniform Code, which would discourage many from using the law altogether, given 
that matters of marriage and divorce can also be settled extra-judicially. 

Sources: the Hindu. 
 

Topics: Women and women related  issues. 

"%4) "!#(!/ "%4) 0!$(!/ȭ 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: BBBP. 

¶ For Mains: Declining CSR- concerns, challenges and solutions. 

Context: WCD Minister Felicitates states and Districts Under BBBP Scheme. 

Key facts: 

¶ Haryana, Uttarakhand, Delhi, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh were felicitated for improvement in Sex Ratio at 
Birth (SRB). 

¶ Ten districts selected for improvement in SRB were also felicitated during the programme. 

About BBBP: 

¶ Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP) Scheme was launched in January, 2015. 

¶ The scheme is aimed at promoting gender equality and the significance of educating girls. 

¶ The Scheme is targeted at improving the Child Sex Ratio through multi sectoral interventions including 
ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ōƛŀǎŜŘ ǎŜȄ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ƎƛǊƭǎΩ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ƘƻƭƛǎǘƛŎ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊƳŜƴǘΦ 
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¶ It is a tri -ministerial effort of Ministries of Women and Child Development, Health & Family Welfare and 
Human Resource Development. 

Significance and the need for scheme: 

¶ The trend of decline in the Child Sex Ratio (CSR) has been unabated since 1961. The decline from 945 in 1991 
to 927 in 2001 and further to 918 in 2011 is alarming. The social construct discrimination against girls on one 
hand, easy availability, affordability and subsequent misuse of diagnostic tools on the other hand, have been 
critical in increasing Sex Selective Elimination of girls leading to low Child Sex Ratio. 

¶ Child Sex Ratio is defined as number of girls per 1000 of boys between 0-6 years of age. Hence, a decline in 
the CSR is a major indicator of women disempowerment. The ratio reflects both, pre-birth discrimination 
manifested through gender biased sex selection and post birth discrimination against girls. 

Sources: pib. 
 

Topics: Population  and associated issues, poverty  and developmental  issues. 

INTERNATIONAL MIGRANT STOCK 2019 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: Key findings. 

¶ For Mains: Migration- effects, challenges and ways to address them. 

Context: Population Division of the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs has released 
the International Migrant Stock 2019. 

¶ A data of several international migrants by origin, age and sex for all countries and areas are included in the 
report. 

¶ UN prepared this report with the help of population censuses, population registers and nationally 
representative surveys. 

Key findings: 

¶ India is the leading country of origin of international migrants in 2019 with a 17.5 million-strong diaspora. 

¶ Most of the international migrants came from Bangladesh, Pakistan and Nepal. 

Global scenario: 

¶ The number of migrants globally reached an estimated 272 million. 

¶ After India, Migrants from Mexico makes the second largest diaspora (11.8 million), followed by China (10.7 
million), Russia (10.5 million), Syria (8.2 million), Bangladesh (7.8 million), Pakistan (6.3 million), Ukraine (5.9 
million), the Philippines (5.4 million) and Afghanistan (5.1 million). 

¶ In Europe, 82 million migrants were settled there, followed by North America (59 million) and North Africa 
and Western Asia (49 million). 

¶ USA is hosting the largest number of international migrants (51 million) while Saudi Arabia (13 million), Russia 
(12 million), England (10 million), France (8 million) and Italy (6 million) are also holding the large numbers 
of migrants. 

Women migrants: 

¶ The share of women and girls migrants fell slightly from 49% to 48% in the year 2019. Northern America had 
the highest (52%) number of women migrants. However, Europe (51%), Sub-Saharan Africa (47 %) and 
Northern Africa and Western Asia (36 %) also experienced the issue of women migrants. 

Sources: the Hindu. 
 

Topics: Urbanization,  their  problems and their  remedies. 

1. SWACHH ICONIC PLACES 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: SIP and SBM- key features, brief overview of places chosen for SIP project. 

¶ For Mains: SBM- features, significance, challenges and sub- missions. 
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¶ Context: Mata Vaishno Devi shrine atop the Trikuta hills in Reasi district of Jammu and Kashmir has been 
ƴŀƳŜŘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ΨBest Swachh Iconic PlaceΩΦ 

About Swachh Iconic Places (SIP): 

¶ What is it? It is an initiative of Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation under Swachh Bharat Mission. 

¶ Aims to take iconic places and their surroundings to higher standards of Swachhata, so that all visitors benefit 
and also take away home the message of cleanliness. 

¶ Implementation of the project: It is a collaborative project with three other central Ministries: Urban 
Development, Culture, Tourism; all levels in the concerned States and more importantly, Public Sector and 
Private companies as partners. 

¶ Phase I iconic places are: Ajmer Sharif Dargah, CST Mumbai, Golden Temple, Kamakhya Temple, 
MaikarnikaGhat, Meenakshi Temple, Shri Mata Vaishno Devi, Shree Jagannath Temple, The Taj Mahal and 
Tirupati Temple. 

¶ Phase II included Gangotri, Yamunotri, Mahakaleshwar Temple, Charminar, Convent and Church of St. 
Francis of Assissi, Kalady, Gommateswara, BaidyanathDham, Gaya Tirth and Somnath temple. 

¶ Phase III includes RaghavendraSwamy Temple (Kurnool, Andhra Pradesh); Hazardwari Palace (Murshidabad, 
West Bengal); Brahma Sarovar Temple (Kurukshetra, Haryana); VidurKuti (Bijnor, Uttar Pradesh); Mana 
village (Chamoli, Uttarakhand); Pangong Lake (Leh-Ladakh, J&K); Nagvasuki Temple (Allahabad, Uttar 
Pradesh); ImaKeithal/market (Imphal, Manipur); Sabarimala Temple (Kerala); and Kanvashram 
(Uttarakhand). 

Sources: the Hindu. 

2. GLOBAL LIVEABILITY INDEX 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: Features of the Global Liveability Index, rankings of various countries, Indian Cities in the list. 

¶ For Mains: Significance of the index and what makes cities more liveable? 

Context: The Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) has released the Global Liveability Index 2019. 

¶ The index ranks 140 global cities based on their living conditions. 

¶ Significance: ¢ƘŜ ƭƛǾŜŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛƴŘŜȄ ǉǳŀƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ƭƛŦŜǎǘȅƭŜ 
in 140 cities worldwide, and assesses which locations provide the best living conditions. 

¶ The list is topped by Vienna (Austria) for the second consecutive year. 

The survey rates cities worldwide based on 30 qualitative and quantitative criteria, which fall into five general 
categories: 

1. Stability 
2. Health care. 
3. Culture and environment. 
4. Education  
5. Infrastructure 

Performance of Indian cities: 

¶ New Delhi has dropped by six places to rank 118th on the list. 

¶ Mumbai also fell two places since last year to rank 119th. 

Reasons for decline in liveability in Indian cities: 

¶ Abuses against journalists. 

¶ Rise in Crime rates. 

¶ Climatic changes. 

¶ Constrained liveability conditions. 
Sources: the Hindu. 
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Topics: Important  Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami,  Volcanic activity,  
cyclone etc., geographical  features and their  location - changes in  critical  geographical  
features (including  water -bodies and ice-caps) and in  flora  and fauna  and the effects of such 
changes. 

1. ANDREX PROJECT 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims and mains: 
key objectives and 
significance of the 
mission. 

Context: Scientists have 
discovered that, contrary to 
existing 
assumptions, biological 
processes far out at sea are 
the most important factors 
determining how the ocean 
absorbs carbon dioxide. 

¶ This enhances the 
understanding of the link 
between the Southern 
Ocean τ next to 
Antarctica τ and the 
atmospheric carbon 
dioxide levels. 

¶ Scientists studied data 
collected as part of 
the ANDREX project 
(Antarctic Deep water 
Rates of Export) which 
measured the physical, 
biological, and chemical 
properties of the waters in the gyre between 2008 and 2010. 

Significance: 

¶ Carbon dioxide is absorbed in the surface oceans and stored in the deep seas, gradually, over a timescale of 
100s to 1,000s years. 

¶ The Southern Ocean plays a critical role in how the carbon dioxide is taken out of the atmosphere, and 
knowing how it functions helps scientists understand ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ during dramatic climate 
transitions in the past, such as the ice ages, and better predict the current and future climate change. 

About ANDREX project: 

¶ The project seeks to assess the role of the Weddell gyre in driving the southern closure of the meridional 
overturning circulation, in ventilating the deep global ocean, and in sequestering carbon and nutrients in the 
global ocean abyss. 

Sources: the Hindu. 

2. MAPPING LIGHTNING ACROSS INDIA 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: Key findings of the report, how lightning strikes? 

¶ For Mains: Need for studying the pattern and forecasts. 
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Context: For the first time, a report- Mid- Monsoon 2019 Lightning Report- has mapped lightning strikes across 
the country, and the lives they have claimed. 

¶ It has been prepared by Climate Resilient Observing Systems Promotion Council (CROPC), a non-profit 
organisation that works closely with India Meteorological Department (IMD). 

¶ Lightning strikes have caused at least 1,311 deaths in the four-month period between April and July this year. 

Need for and significance of forecasts: 

¶ It is possible to predict, 30-40 minutes in advance, when a lightning strike heads towards Earth. 

¶ The prediction is possible through study and monitoring of the in-cloud lightning strikes. Timely 
dissemination of this information can save several lives. 

What is lightning, and how does it strike? 

¶ It is a very rapid τ and massive τ discharge of electricity in the atmosphere, some of which is directed 
ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŘƛǎŎƘŀǊƎŜǎ ŀǊŜ generated in giant moisture-bearing clouds that are 10-12 
km tall. 

How does it strike? 

¶ The base of these clouds typically lies within 1-н ƪƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ surface, while their top is 12-13 km away.  

¶ Temperatures towards the top of these clouds are in the range of minus 35 to minus 45 degrees Celsius. 

¶ As water vapour moves upward in the cloud, the falling temperature causes it to condense. Heat is generated 
in the process, which pushes the molecules of water further up. 

¶ As they move to temperatures below zero degrees celsius, the water droplets change into small ice crystals. 
They continue to move up, gathering mass τ until they are so heavy that they start to fall to Earth. 

¶ This leads to a system in which, simultaneously, smaller ice crystals are moving up and bigger crystals are 
coming down. 

¶ Collisions follow, and trigger the release of electrons τ a process that is very similar to the generation of 
sparks of electricity. As the moving free electrons cause more collisions and more electrons, a chain reaction 
ensues. 

¶ This process results in a situation in which the top layer of the cloud gets positively charged, while the middle 
layer is negatively charged. 

¶ The electrical potential difference between the two layers is huge τ of the order of a billion to 10 billion 
volts. In very little time, a massive current, of the order of 100,000 to a million amperes, starts to flow 
between the layers. 

¶ An enormous amount of heat is produced, and this leads to the heating of the air column between the two 
layers of the cloud. This heat gives the air column a reddish appearance during lightning. As the heated air 
column expands, it produces shock waves that result in thunder. 

How does this current reach the Earth from the cloud? 

¶ While the Earth is a good conductor of electricity, it is electrically neutral. However, in comparison to the 
middle layer of the cloud, it becomes positively charged. As a result, about 15%-20% of the current gets 
directed towards the Earth as well. It is this flow of current that results in damage to life and property on 
Earth. 

¶ There is a greater probability of lightning striking tall objects such as trees, towers or buildings. Once it is 
about 80-100 m from the surface, lightning tends to change course towards these taller objects. This happens 
because air is a poor conductor of electricity, and electrons that are travelling through air seek both a better 
conductor and the shortest route to the relativeƭȅ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŎƘŀǊƎŜŘ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜΦ 

Sources: Indian Express. 

3. ATLANTIC MERIDIONAL OVERTURNING CIRCULATION (AMOC) 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: What is AMOC? 

¶ For Mains: How warming up of Indian Ocean affects AMOC? 
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Context: Since the past 15 years, Atlantic meridional overturning circulation (AMOC) has been weakening τ a 
development that could have dramatic consequences for Europe and other parts of the Atlantic rim. Warming up 
of Indian Ocean is said to be a key driver behind this. 

How it affects? 

¶ Warming in the Indian Ocean generates additional precipitation, which, in turn, draws more air from other 
parts of the world, including the Atlantic.  

¶ The higher level of precipitation in the Indian Ocean will reduce precipitation in the Atlantic and increase 
salinity in the waters. 

What is the Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circulation? 

¶ The Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circulation (AMOC) is a large system of ocean currents that carry warm 
water from the tropics northwards into the North Atlantic. 

¶ It aids in distributing heat and energy around the earth, as the warm water it carries releases heat into the 
atmosphere, and in absorbing and storing atmospheric carbon. 

How does the AMOC work? 

¶ The AMOC is a large system of ocean currents, like a conveyor belt, driven by differences in temperature and 
salt content ς ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƴǎƛǘȅΦ 

¶ As warm water flows northwards it cools and some evaporation occurs, which increases the amount of salt. 
Low temperature and a high salt content make the water denser, and this dense water sinks deep into the 
ocean. 

¶ The cold, dense water slowly spreads southwards, several kilometres below the surface. Eventually, it gets 
ǇǳƭƭŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǊƳǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǳǇǿŜƭƭƛƴƎέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǊŎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜΦ 

Sources: Down to earth. 

4. NAMING OF CYCLONES 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: A brief overview of recent cyclones and their origins. 

¶ For Mains: Classification and naming of cyclones. 

Context: Tropical Storm Hikaa develops into Cyclone. 

How are cyclones named? 

¶ Each Tropical Cyclone basin in the world has its own rotating list of names. 

¶ For cyclones in the Bay of Bengal and Arabian Sea, the naming system was agreed by eight member 
countries of a group called WMO/ESCAP and took effect in 2004. 

How the names are chosen? 

¶ The member countries submitted eight names each. The first cyclone after the list was adopted was given 
the name in the first row of the first column τ Onil, proposed by Bangladesh. 

¶ Subsequent cyclones are being named sequentially, column-wise, with each cyclone given the name 
immediately below that of the previous cyclone. 

¶ Once the bottom of the column is reached, the sequence moves to the top of the next column. So far, the 
first seven columns have been exhausted. 

Why name cyclones? 

¶ Makes it easier for the media to report on these cyclones, heightens interest in warnings, and increases 
community preparedness. 

¶ Easier to remember than numbers and technical terms. 

Why eastern coast of India is more vulnerable? 

¶ In addition to the storms that originate in the southeast Bay of Bengal and the adjoining Andaman 
Sea, breakaway typhoons over the Northwest Pacific move across the South China Sea into the Bay of 
Bengal, intensifying into cyclones. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  19 InsightsIAS 

¶ In contrast, Arabian Sea cyclones are mostly their own formations and they also generally move north-
ǿŜǎǘΣ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǿŜǎǘ Ŏƻŀǎǘ. 

¶ Besides, the Arabian Sea is colder than the Bay of Bengal, which inhibits the formation and intensification 
of the cyclonic system in the former. Warm sea surface temperature is an ideal platform for cyclones. 

Facts for prelims: 

¶ Cyclones are given many names in different regions of the world ς They are known as typhoons in the China 
Sea and Pacific Ocean; hurricanes in the West Indian islands in the Caribbean Sea and Atlantic 
Ocean; tornados in the Guinea lands of West Africa and southern USA.; willy-willies in north-western 
Australia and tropical cyclones in the Indian Ocean. 

Sources: pib. 
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GENERAL STUDIES -  I I  
 

Topics: Indian  Constitution - historical  underpinnings,  evolution,  features, amendments, 
significant  provisions  and basic structure ;  Comparison  of the Indian  constitutional  scheme 
with  that  of other countr ies. 

1. 6TH SCHEDULE OF THE CONSTITUTION 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims and Mains: Overview of autonomous councils constituted under 6th schedule of the constitution, 
measures announced for the strengthening of these institutions, 125th Amendment Bill, need for inclusion of 
Ladakh. 

Context: National Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST) Writes to Union Home Minister & Union Tribal Affairs 
Minister Conveying Its recommendation to Include Union Territory of Ladakh Under 6th Schedule of 
Constitution of India. 

6th schedule: 

¶ It deals with the administration of the tribal areas in the four 
northeastern states of Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram. 

Key provisions: 

¶ The governor is empowered to organise and re-organise the 
autonomous districts. 

¶ If there are different tribes in an autonomous district, the governor 
can divide the district into several autonomous regions. 

¶ Composition: Each autonomous district has a district council 
consisting of 30 members, of whom four are nominated by the 
governor and the remaining 26 are elected on the basis of adult franchise. 

¶ Term: The elected members hold office for a term of five years (unless the council is dissolved earlier) and 
nominated members hold office during the pleasure of the governor. 

¶ Each autonomous region also has a separate regional council. 

¶ Powers of councils: The district and regional councils administer the areas under their jurisdiction. They can 
make laws on certain specified matters like land, forests, canal water, shifting cultivation, village 
administration, inheritance of property, marriage and divorce, social customs and so on. But all such laws 
require the assent of the governor. 

¶ Village councils: The district and regional councils within their territorial jurisdictions can constitute village 
councils or courts for trial of suits and cases between the tribes. They hear appeals from them. The 
jurisdiction of high court over these suits and cases is specified by the governor. 

¶ Powers and functions: The district council can establish, construct or manage primary schools, dispensaries, 
markets, ferries, fisheries, roads and so on in the district. It can also make regulations for the control of 
money lending and trading by non-tribals. But, such regulations require the assent of the governor. The 
district and regional councils are empowered to assess and collect land revenue and to impose certain 
specified taxes. 

¶ Exceptions: The acts of Parliament or the state legislature do not apply to autonomous districts and 
autonomous regions or apply with specified modifications and exceptions. 

¶ The governor can appoint a commission to examine and report on any matter relating to the 
administration of the autonomous districts or regions. He may dissolve a district or regional council on the 
recommendation of the commission. 

Related- 125th amendment bill: 

¶ It seeks to increase the financial and executive powers of the 10 Autonomous Councils in the Sixth Schedule 
areas of the northeastern region. 

¶ The amendments provide for elected village municipal councils, ensuring democracy at the grassroot level. 

The total tribal population in 
Ladakh region is more than 97%. 
The region is inhabited by following 
Scheduled Tribes, namely: 

1. Balti 
2. Beda 
3. Bot, Boto 
4. Brokpa, Drokpa, Dard, Shin 
5. Changpa 
6. Garra 
7. Mon  
8. Purigpa 
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¶ The village councils will be empowered to prepare plans for economic development and social justice 
including those related to agriculture, land improvement, implementation of land reforms, minor irrigation, 
water management, animal husbandry, rural electrification, small scale industries and social forestry. 

¶ The Finance Commission will be mandated to recommend devolution of financial resources to them. 

¶ The Autonomous Councils now depend on grants from Central ministries and the State government for 
specific projects. At least one-third of the seats will be reserved for women in the village and municipal 
councils in the Sixth Schedule areas of Assam, Mizoram and Tripura after the amendment is approved. 

Sources: pib. 

2. ACCESS TO INTERNET IS A BASIC RIGHT: KERALA HC 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: Right to freedom and privacy, how are they protected? 

¶ For Mains: Threats to these rights, how can they be guaranteed? 

Context: The Kerala High Court has held that the right to have access to the Internet is part of the fundamental 
right to education as well as the right to privacy under Article 21 of the Constitution. 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜΚ 

¶ A college student from Kozhikode was recently expelled from the college hostel for using her mobile phone 
beyond the restricted hours. 

¶ This was challenged in the court. 

¶ The petitioner contended that the internet, accessible through mobile phones or laptops, provided an 
avenue for the students to gather knowledge. 

Observations made by the HC: 

¶ When the Human Rights Council of the United Nations has found that the right of access to Internet is a 
fundamental freedom and a tool to ensure right to education, a rule or instruction which impairs the said 
right of the students cannot be permitted to stand in the eye of law. 

¶ The action of the college authorities infringed the fundamental freedom as well as privacy and would 
adversely affect the future and career of students who want to acquire knowledge and compete with their 
peers. 

¶ The court while citing the observations of the Supreme Court in the S.Rengarajan and others v. P. Jagjivan 
Ram (1989) case ǎŀƛŘ ά ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ǳƴŘŜǊ !ǊǘƛŎƭŜ мфόмύόŀύ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭȅ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƻǊ 
the purposes mentioned in Article 19(2) and the restriction must be justified on the anvil of necessity and 
ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳƛŎƪǎŀƴŘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴŎŜ ƻǊ ŜȄǇŜŘƛŜƴŎȅΦέ 

Conclusion: 

¶ The Court has observed rightly in the sense that the hostel authorities are expected to enforce only those 
rules and regulations for enforcing discipline. Enforcement of discipline shall not be by blocking the ways 
and means of the students to acquire knowledge. 

¶ Besides, college authorities as well as parents should be conscious of the fact that the students in a college 
hostel are adults capable of taking decisions as to how and when they have to study. 

UN view on this: 

¶ UN, in 2016, made a series of statements collectively describing that internet access as a basic human right. 

¶ The basic elements of this include: 

¶ not intentionally prevent or disrupt access to or dissemination of information online. 

¶ states should consider formulating and adopting national internet-related public policies that have the 
objective of universal access and enjoyment of human rights at their core through transparent and inclusive 
processes with all stakeholders. 

¶ promotion, protection and enjoyment of human rights, including the right to freedom of expression, on the 
internet and other information and communication technology. 

¶ how the internet can be an important tool for fostering citizen and civil society participation, for the 
realisation of development in every community and for exercising human rights. 

Sources: the Hindu. 
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3. 10TH SCHEDULE OF THE CONSTITUTION 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: Features of 10th schedule of the constitution, dismissal, exceptions and judicial review of the 
decision. 

¶ For Mains: Significance of anti- defection law, concerns associated with its misuse and measures to improve 
its transparency. 

Context: Haryana speaker disqualifies five INLD MLAs under anti-defection law. 

What is the anti-defection law? 

¶ The Tenth Schedule was inserted in the Constitution in 1985 by the 52nd Amendment Act. 

¶ It lays down the process by which legislators may be disqualified on grounds of defection by the Presiding 
Officer of a legislature based on a petition by any other member of the House. 

¶ The decision on question as to disqualification on ground of defection is referred to the Chairman or the 
Speaker of such House, and his decision is final. 

¶ The law applies to both Parliament and state assemblies. 

Disqualification: 

If a member of a house belonging to a political party: 

¶ Voluntarily gives up the membership of his political party, or 

¶ Votes, or does not vote in the legislature, contrary to the directions of his political party. However, if the 
member has taken prior permission, or is condoned by the party within 15 days from such voting or 
abstention, the member shall not be disqualified. 

¶ If an independent candidate joins a political party after the election. 

¶ If a nominated member joins a party six months after he becomes a member of the legislature. 

Exceptions under the law: 

¶ Legislators may change their party without the risk of disqualification in certain circumstances. The law 
allows a party to merge with or into another party provided that at least two-thirds of its legislators are in 
favour of the merger. In such a scenario, neither the members who decide to merge, nor the ones who stay 
with the original party will face disqualification. 

Advantages of anti-defection law: 

¶ Provides stability to the government by preventing shifts of party allegiance. 

¶ Ensures that candidates remain loyal to the party as well the citizens voting for him. 

¶ Promotes party discipline. 

¶ Facilitates merger of political parties without attracting the provisions of Anti-defection 

¶ Expected to reduce corruption at the political level. 

¶ Provides for punitive measures against a member who defects from one party to another. 

¶ Various Recommendations to overcome the challenges posed by the law: 

¶ Dinesh Goswami Committee on electoral reforms: Disqualification should be limited to following cases: 

¶ A member voluntarily gives up the membership of his political party 

¶ A member abstains from voting, or votes contrary to the party whip in a motion of vote of confidence or 
motion of no-confidence. Political parties could issue whips only when the government was in danger. 

Law Commission (170th Report): 

¶ Provisions which exempt splits and mergers from disqualification to be deleted. 

¶ Pre-poll electoral fronts should be treated as political parties under anti-defection 

¶ Political parties should limit issuance of whips to instances only when the government is in danger. 

Election Commission: 

¶ Decisions under the Tenth Schedule should be made by the President/ Governor on the binding advice of the 
Election Commission. 

Sources: the Hindu. 
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4. OFFICE OF PROFIT 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: What is office of profit and how is it determined? 

¶ For Mains: Criticisms and controversies surrounding, ways to address them. 

Context: Punjab cabinet has decided to bring an ordinance to exclude the appointments of advisors to CM from 
the ambit of the office of profit . 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜΚ 

¶ The appointments were termed by the opposition as an 
attempt to circumvent the constitutional cap on the size of 
ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ /ŀōƛƴŜǘΦ 91st Amendment of Article 164(1A) of the 
Constitution mandates that the strength of ministers cannot 
exceed 15% of the total members of the House. 

What are the basic criteria to disqualify an MP or MLA? 

¶ Basic disqualification criteria for an MP are laid down 
in Article 102 of the Constitution, and for an MLA in Article 
191. 

¶ They can be disqualified for: a) Holding an office of profit under government of India or state government; 
b) Being of unsound mind; c) Being an undischarged insolvent; d) Not being an Indian citizen or for acquiring 
citizenship of another country. 

What is the underlying principle ŦƻǊ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ΨƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻŦƛǘΩ ŀǎ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǎǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΚ 

¶ Makers of the Constitution wanted that legislators should not feel obligated to the Executive in any way, 
which could influence them while discharging legislative functions. In other words, an MP or MLA should be 
free to carry out her duties without any kind of governmental pressure. 

Sources: the hindu. 

5. CORPORATE INCOME TAX  

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: What is Corporation tax? Key changes announced. 

¶ For Mains: Need for and significance of these decisions, challenges ahead and ways to address them. 

Context: Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has announced major changes in corporate income tax rates to 
revive growth in the broader economy. This has been achieved through an ordinanceς the Taxation Laws 
(Amendment) Ordinance 2019. 

What has the government done? 

¶ Corporate tax rate to be 22 per cent without exemptions. 

¶ No Minimum Alternate Tax (MAT) applicable on such companies. 

¶ Effective corporate tax rate after surcharge and cess to be 25.17 percent. 

¶ To attract investment in manufacturing, local companies incorporated after October 2019 and till March 
2023, will pay tax at 15 percent. 

¶ That effective tax for new companies shall be 17.01 percent, including cess and surcharge. Companies 
enjoying tax holidays would be able to avail concessional rates post the exemption period. 

¶ Will give MAT relief for those opting to continue paying surcharge and cess. MAT has been reduced to 15 
percent from 18.5 percent for companies who continue to avail exemptions and incentives. 

¶ To stabilise flow of funds into the market the enhanced surcharge announced in Budget 2019 will not apply 
on capital gains arising on sale of any security, including derivatives by foreign portfolio investors (FPI). 

¶ For listed companies which made announcement for public buyback before July 2019 it is provided that tax 
on buyback on shares of such companies will not be charged. 

What ƛǎ ŀƴ ΨƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻŦƛǘΩΚ 

¶ If an MLA or an MP holds a government 
office and receives benefits from it, then 
ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƛǎ ǘŜǊƳŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ άoffice of 
profitέΦ 

¶ A person will be disqualified if he holds 
an office of profit under the central or 
state government, other than an office 
declared not to disqualify its holder by a 
law passed by Parliament or state 
legislature. 
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How do these rates compare globally? 

¶ The new corporate income tax rates in India will be lower than USA (27 percent), Japan (30.62 percent), 
Brazil (34 percent), Germany (30 percent) and is similar to China (25 percent) and Korea (25 percent). 
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¶ New companies in India with an effective tax rate of 17 percent is equivalent what corporates pay in 
Singapore (17 percent). 

Need for and significance of the latest move: 

¶ ¢ƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ LƴŘƛŀ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƻǊǎΩ ŘŀǊƭƛƴƎΣ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƭƪ ƻƴ 
economic management, restore ƛƴǾŜǎǘƻǊǎΩ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ōƻƻǎǘ ǎŜƴǘƛƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ demand. 

Benefits associated: 

¶ Alter the profitability dynamic of the Indian corporate ecosystem. 

¶ Given the substantially lower rates would imply that many corporates will break even much ahead than 
what would have been the case with the earlier rates. 

¶ Lower taxes should, ideally, result is higher profit margins. This should bolster their books, and some of 
these companies should be able to pass on the higher margins in the form of lower product prices to 
consumers. 

¶ Lower corporate income tax rates and the resultant change in profitability will likely prompt companies 
to invest more, raising their capital expenditure (capex). 

¶ Additional capacities will, eventually, through a secondary round effect, prompt these companies to hire 
more employees. 

Why has the government brought an ordinance to bring in these changes? 

¶ Changes in income tax rates (both corporate and individual) require legislative amendments. These require 
Parliamentary ratification. When the Parliament is not in session, the government can bring these changes 
through an Ordinance and later bring a Bill when Parliament convenes. 

Concerns over the rate cut? 

¶ The revenue foregone for the government because of the latest corporate income tax cuts will be to the tune 
of Rs 1.45 lakh crore a year. 

¶ This has triggered concerns of fiscal slippage, given that tax collections have been far below the budgeted 
estimates. 

¶ The government has set a fiscal deficit target of 3.3 percent of GDP for 2019-20. Lower tax revenues could 
upset the fiscal math. 

How will the corporate tax cuts be funded? 

¶ The government may fund part of the revenue foregone because of corporate tax cuts through the additional 
transfer of dividends and surplus from the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). 

Sources: pib. 

6. HOW A US PRESIDENT CAN BE IMPEACHED? 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: How is US President impeached? 

¶ For Mains: Impeachment process in India. 

Context: US House of Representatives Speaker Nancy Pelosi recently announced that the House would launch 
an impeachment inquiry against President Donald Trump, over his alleged efforts to pressure Ukraine to 
ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘŜ WƻŜ .ƛŘŜƴΣ ¢ǊǳƳǇΩǎ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǊƛǾŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ нлнл ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ 

Background: 

¶ No US President has ever been removed as a direct result of impeachment. The House did impeach two 
Presidents τ Andrew Johnson (1968) and Bill Clinton (1998) τ but the Senate did not convict them. In 
between, President Richard Nixon (1974) resigned before he could be removed. 

What is Impeachment? 

¶ Impeachment is a provision that allows Congress to remove the President of the United States. 
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Under the US Constitution: 

¶ The House of 
Representatives (Lower 
IƻǳǎŜύ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ άǘƘŜ ǎƻƭŜ 
ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ƛƳǇŜŀŎƘƳŜƴǘέ 
while the Senate (Upper 
IƻǳǎŜύ Ƙŀǎ άǘƘŜ ǎƻƭŜ 
power to try all 
ƛƳǇŜŀŎƘƳŜƴǘǎέΦ 

¶ The Chief Justice of the US 
Supreme Court has the 
duty of presiding over 
impeachment trials in the 
Senate. 

Grounds for impeachment: 

¶ The President can be 
removed from office for 
άǘǊŜŀǎƻƴΣ ōǊƛōŜǊȅΣ ƻǊ 
other high crimes and 
ƳƛǎŘŜƳŜŀƴƻǊǎέΦ 

¶ Essentially, it means an 
abuse of power by a high-
level public official. This 
does not necessarily have 
to be a violation of an 
ordinary criminal statute. 
Historically, in the US, it has encompassed corruption and other abuses, including trying to obstruct judicial 
proceedings. 

The process: 

¶ It begins with an investigation by a House committee. If they find that there is enough evidence of 
wrongdoing, it will refer the matter to the full House. 

¶ HOUSE VOTE: When the full House votes, if one or more of the articles of impeachment gets a majority vote, 
the President is impeached. Next, the proceedings move to the Senate. 

¶ SENATE TRIAL & VOTE: The Senate holds a trial, overseen by the chief justice of the Supreme Court. A team 
of lawmakers from the House, known as managers, play the role of prosecutors. The President has defence 
lawyers, and the Senate serves as the jury. If at least two-thirds of the Senators present find the President 
guilty, he is removed and the Vice President takes over as President. 

What next? 

¶ Numbers in the Houses: The House has 235 Democrats, 199 Republicans, and one independent. The 
Democrats could, therefore, impeach Trump with no Republican support. 

¶ The Senate has 53 Republicans, 45 Democrats and two independents who usually vote with the Democrats. 
Conviction of the President would require 67 votes, which cannot happen unless some Republicans vote 
against him. 

Sources: Indian Express. 

7. CITIZENSHIP (AMENDMENT) BILL  

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: Key features of the Bill, Citizenship Act 1955, Citizenship- acquisition and types available. 

¶ For Mains: Issues over the Bill, why NE States oppose to this bill? 
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Context: Citizens backed by various Non-Governmental Organisations across the North-Eastern States are 
ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ōƛŘ ǘƻ ǊŜƛƴǘǊƻŘuce the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill. 

¶ The proposed legislation was cleared by the Lok Sabha in January, 2019 but not tabled in the Rajya Sabha. 

What is the Citizenship Amendment Bill 2016 ? 

¶ It seeks to allow illegal migrants from certain minority communities in Afghanistan, Bangladesh and 
Pakistan eligible for Indian citizenship by amending the Citizenship Act of 1955. 

¶ It seeks to grant citizenship to people from minority communities τ Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis 
and Christians τafter 6 years of stay in India even if they do not possess any proper document. The current 
requirement is 12 years of stay. 

¶ The Bill provides that the registration of Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) cardholders may be cancelled if 
they violate any law. 

¶ The Bill, however, does not extend to illegal Muslim migrants. It also does not talk about other minority 
communities in the three neighbouring countries, such as Jews, Bahais etc. 

However, the bill is being criticised for the following reasons: 

¶ It violates the basic tenets of the Constitution. Illegal immigrants are distinguished on the basis of religion. 

¶ It is perceived to be a demographic threat to indigenous communities. 

¶ The Bill makes illegal migrants eligible for citizenship on the basis of religion. This may violate Article 14 of 
the Constitution which guarantees the right to equality. 

¶ It attempts to naturalise the citizenship of illegal immigrants in the region. 

¶ The Bill allows cancellation of OCI registration for violation of any law. This is a wide ground that may cover 
a range of violations, including minor offences. 

What is the Citizenship Act 1995 ? 

¶ Under Article 9 of the Indian Constitution, a person who voluntarily acquires citizenship of any other country 
is no longer an Indian citizen. 

¶ Citizenship by descent: Persons born outside India on or after January 26, 1950, but before December 10, 
1992, are citizens of India by descent if their father was a citizen of India at the time of their birth. 

¶ From December 3, 2004, onwards, persons born outside of India shall not be considered citizens of India 
unless their birth is registered at an Indian consulate within one year of the date of birth. 

¶ In Section 8 of the Citizenship Act 1955, if an adult makes a declaration of renunciation of Indian citizenship, 
he loses Indian citizenship. 

 

Topics: Separation  of powers between various  organs dispute redressal mechanisms and 
institutions.  

1. COLLEGIUM OF SUPREME COURT JUDGES 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: Collegium system for the appointment of judges, selection and removal of SC judges, overview 
of NJAC. 

¶ For Mains: Issues with Collegium system and why was NJAC struck down? Need for urgent reforms. 

Context: The recent controversy over the transfer of the Chief Justice of the Madras High Court, Justice Vijaya 
Kamlesh Tahilramani, to the Meghalaya High Court has once again brought to the fore a long-standing debate on 
the functioning of the Ψ/ƻƭƭŜƎƛǳƳΩ ƻŦ ƧǳŘges. 

What is the Collegium system? 

¶ The Collegium of judges does not figure in the Constitution. It is the {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘΩǎ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ. 

¶ Constitution says judges of the Supreme Court and High Courts are appointed by the President and speaks 
of a process of consultation. 

¶ Therefore, Collegium is a system under which judges are appointed by an institution comprising judges. 

¶ Collegium also recommends the transfer of Chief Justices and other judges.  
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How did this come into being? 

¶ ΨFirst Judges CaseΩ ό1981) ruled ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ άŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴέ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /WL ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ 
full and effectiveΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ /WLΩǎ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ primacy. 

¶ Second Judges Case (1993) introduced the Collegium systemΣ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ άŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴέ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƳŜŀƴǘ 
άŎƻƴŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜέΦ Lǘ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ /WLΩǎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƛƴ 
consultation with the two senior-most judges in the Supreme Court.  

¶ Third Judges Case (1998)Υ {/ ƻƴ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎƛǳƳ ǘƻ a five-member body, 
comprising the CJI and four of his senior-most colleagues. 

Procedure followed by the Collegium: 

¶ The President of India appoints the CJI and the other SC judges. 

¶ For other judges of the top court, the proposal is initiated by the CJI. 

¶ The CJI consults the rest of the Collegium members, as well as the senior-most judge of the court hailing from 
the High Court to which the recommended person belongs. 

¶ The consultees must record their opinions in writing and it should form part of the file. 

¶ The Collegium sends the recommendation to the Law Minister, who forwards it to the Prime Minister to 
advise the President. 

¶ The Chief Justice of High Courts is appointed as per the policy of having Chief Justices from outside the 
respective States. 

¶ The Collegium takes the call on the elevation. 

Appointment of CJI for High Courts: 

¶ High Court judges are recommended by a Collegium comprising the CJI and two senior-most judges. 

¶ The proposal, however, is initiated by the Chief Justice of the High Court concerned in consultation with two 
senior-most colleagues. 

¶ The recommendation is sent to the Chief Minister, who advises the Governor to send the proposal to the 
Union Law Minister. 

Common criticism made against the 
Collegium system: 

¶ Opaqueness and a lack of 
transparency. 

¶ Scope for nepotism. 

¶ Embroilment in public 
controversies. 

¶ Overlooks several talented junior 
judges and advocates. 

Attempts to reform: 

¶ The attempt made to replace it by a 
ΨNational Judicial Appointments 
CommissionΩ ǿŀǎ ǎǘǊǳŎƪ Řƻǿƴ ōȅ 
the court in 2015 on the ground that 
it posed a threat to the 
independence of the judiciary. 

Reforms needed: 

¶ A transparent and participatory procedure, preferably by an independent broad-based constitutional body 
guaranteeing judicial primacy but not judicial exclusivity. 

¶ It should ensure independence, reflect diversity, demonstrate professional competence and integrity. 

¶ Instead of selecting the number of judges required against a certain number of vacancies, the collegium must 
provide a panel of possible names to the President to appointment in order of preference and other valid 
criteria 

Sources: the Hindu. 
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