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GENERAL STUDIEZ |

Topics: Indian culture will cover the salient aspectsof Art Forms, Literature and Architecture
from ancient to modern times.

1. DELHI UNDER FIROZ SHAH TUGLAQ: REIGN OF THE THIRD RULEK |OF
TUGHLAQ DYNASTY

What to study?

1 For Prelims: Contributions and reign of Firoz Shah.
1 ForMains: Concerns associatedth frequent renaming of places.

Contexty 5 SFerézASteh Kotla stadiumset to be renamed Arun Jaitley Stadium after the former Finance
Minister.

9 The stadium took its name from a 14th century fortr€s®z Shah Tughlaq
About Firoz Shaffughlag:

Born in 1309 and ascended the throne of Delhi after the demise of his cousin Muhalmma&dghlag.

He waghe third ruler of Tughlaq dynastyhat ruled over Delhi from 1320 to 1412 ADughlag was in power
from 1351 to 1388 AD

Hewasthe one whostarted the imposition of Jaziya

He providedhe principle of inheritance to the armed forceshere the officers were permitted to rest and
send their children in army in their place. However, they wasepaid in real money but by land

 ¢KS . NAGA & Kfatlget of the@igatisndaparin&n® WSOl dzaS 2F GKS YI y@
he built.

Contributions: He constructel
canals from:

il
il

il
il

9 establishedhe Diwani-Khairatt office for charity. v o
1 establishedhe Diwani-Bundagam department of slave T Yamunarto t

. . . city of Hissar.
1 establishedsaraiqrest house) for the benefits of merchants and other travellers 1 Sutlej to the
1 adoptedthe Igtadari framework. Ghaggar.
1 Establishd four new towns Firozabad, Fatehabad, Jaunpur and Hissar. f Ghaggar to
1 established hospitals known &arulShifa, Bimaristan or Shifa Khana. Firozabad.

T Mandvi and
Sirmour  Hills

Kharaj land tax which was equal to o#ienth of the produce of the land. to Hansi in
Zakat two and a half per cent tax on property realized from the Muslims. Haryana.
Kham onefifth of the booty captured (foufifth was left for the soldiers).

Jaziya levied on the norMuslim subjects, particularly the Hindus. Women and children were, however,
exempted fromthe taxes.

1 Alsolevied other taxes like the irrigation tax, garden tax, octroi tax and the sales tax

Sources: the Hindu.

2. KARTARPUR SAHIB BLGRIM CORRIDOR

Taxes imposd under Firoz Shah Tughlag:

= =4 =4 =4

What to study?
1 For Prelims and Mains: Location and significance of the corridor, issu@ged in its construction.

Context India has urge@akistarto show flexibility regarding some outstanding issues inkhetarpur corridor
project.

Issues:

1 Pakistan is planning to charge $20 per pilgrim.

www.insightsonindia.com 6 InsightsIAS
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9 It has also not agreed to the initimbmbert 10,000 pilgrims that India proposed.

1 India has not received favourable response on the presence of the consular officer who should acco
the pilgrims.

2 KFG A& GKS avyl NI NL LT

1 Thecorridoc2 i Sy RdzOROSR “< .o
to Pea®é ¢ willconnect Gurdwara \ 5
5FINbFN {FKADd AYy t

)

PAKISTAN

KARTARPUR

gA0K 58N .ol b I
istri GURDASPUR
Gurdaspur dlstrl_cI . CBRRIDOR
 The construction of the corridor Corridor length:
will allowvisafree access to About 6.5km

pilgrimsfrom India.
Implementation:

i The Kartarpur corridor will be
implementedasan integrated INDIA GURDASPUR
development projectwith Government
of India funding, to provide smooth and
easy passage, with all the modern amenities.

Theshrineg R A0 Qa &aA3IYyATFTAOFyOSY

1 The gurdwara in Kartarpur stands on the bank of the Ravi, about 120 kheast of Lahore.

1 Itwas here thatGuru Nanak assembled a Sikh commuaitg lived for 18 years until his death in 1539.

9 The shrineis visible from the Indiade, as Pakistani authorities generally trim the elephant grass that wo
otherwise obstruct he view.

1 Indian Sikhs gather in large numbers for darshan from the Indian side, and binoculars are instal
Gurdwara Dera Baba Nanak.

Sources: the Hindu.

3. SANGAM CIVILISATION OLDER THAN THOUGHT

What to study?

1 For Prelims: Overview of Sangaeriod.
1 For Mains: Significance of Recent findings.

Context Carbon samples collected frageezhadi, the Sangasera site have been found to belong to 580 BC
according 0 acceleratormass spectrometry datingesults

i This suggesthat the urbanisation d Vaigai plains happened earlier than thoughtaround the 6th century
BC

Key findings and revelations:

9 Tamil Brahmi script originated in the 6th century BBeople wereither literate or at least knew the art of
writing as early as théth century BC.

9 Literate society:Tamil Brahmi letters found were inscribed when the pot was wet or after the pot bece
dry. This clearly suggesiteracy levels in the 6th century BC.

9 Agrarian society that rearedattle: Skeletal fragments of cow/ox, buftal sheep, goat, nilgai, blackbuck
wild boar and peacock were found.

1 Good quality materials used for building:he brick and roof tiles contained more than 80% silica mixed w
7% Ilme while lime plaster possessed 97% of lime.

1 High standard of livingtong walls, Welkid floors along with roof tiles in a collapsed state, iron na
fastened tothe poles and rafters prove a high standard of living during the Sangam age.

Sources: thédindu.
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Topics: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the
present- significant events, personalities, issues.

1. FORMATION OF INTERIM GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

What to study?

1 For Prelims: Key composition of the interim govaent and various decisions executed.
1 For Mains: What led to the créan of interim government and what was the outcome of it?

Context On September 2, 1946, tliwterim government of Indided byJawaharlal Nehru was formed.
About the Interim Government:

T LG ¢l a GKS 2yfe adzOK Ol 6 Cohfréss dangthelMyishn lleayabar&dipawier2| NB
at the Centre.

1 Theinterim governmenfunctioned with a great degree of autonomy, and remained in power until the end
of British rule after which itwas succeeded by the Dominions of India and Pakistan.

Whatt SR (2 (GKS F2NXIGA2Y 2F LYRAFQ& AYUSNAY 3I2039NY
take?

9 Starting with theCripps mission in 1942a number of attempts were made by colonial auities to form
an interim government in India.

1 In 1946 eledions to the Constituent Assembly were held following the proposals of the British Cabinet
Missiondispatched by the British Prime Minister Clement Attlee.

1 Viceroy Wavelsubsequently called upamdian representatives to join the interim government.

9 Theinterim government functioned according to the older Government of India Act of 1919

Some of the decisions by the cabinet:

9 Toengage in direct diplomatic relations with all countries and goodwilissions

1 Support for the independence of colonised nations

1 In November 1946ratified theConvention on International Civil Aviatian

1 In the same montha committee was appointed to advise the government on nationalising the armed
forces

In April 1947 the US announced thappointment of Dr. Henry F. Grady asiambassador to India

On June 1the Indian Commonwealth Relations Department and the External Affairs Department were
merged to form the singl®epartment of External Affairs and Commonwealth Bgons.

Sources: Indian Express.

2. ASIATIC SOCIETY OMUMBAI

What to study?
f C2NJtNBftAYa YR YlFAyay ! 062dzi GKS {20ASiex AGQa

Context Asiatic Society of Mumbaias electedhe first woman president in the 215 years of its existanc

= =

1 Prof Vispi Balaporiavill now head thenstitution.
About Asiatic Society, Mumbai:

1 It is a learned society whose activities include conducting historical research, awarding historians, an
running an institute of posgjraduate studies.

91 Its library, hometo over 1 lakh books, consists @re manuscripts contributed to it by the East India
Company, as well as generous donations.

1 The Society offers Junior Fellowships for research and recommends scholars for the Tagore Nation
Fellowship of the Ministry ofulture.

f TheGovernor of Maharastfll A a (GKS {2QASGeQa / KAST tIFiINRY

LGQa S@2ftdziazyy
91 It began journey iri804 as the Literary Society of Bomhay
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1 Founded bysir James Mackintosha Scottish colonial administrator who had a keen interest in Oriental
studies.

1 In 1826, it became th®umbai arm of the Londonrbased Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and
Ireland and came to be calletthe Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society (BBRAS)

1 In 1954, the institution was severed from its London parent and bedé@d\siatic Society of Bombayn
2002, it acquired its present name.

Sources: Indian Express.

34%! #( %2306 $!9 cmpw

What to study?
1 For Prelims and mains: Teachers Day Significance and about Radhakrishnan and his key contributions.

Contexty ¢ S OK SbkBréed anhudlly d8aptember 5 as Dr. Radhakrishnan was born on September 5,
1888.

Key facts:

f Sarvepalli Radhakrishnanwas/ RA I Q& ¥ A N&nd seecohdPesideMB a A RSy (i

T | A& dalkePhidsopdy of Rabindranath Tagéte I G G NI OG SR odrdigndhilésophyi G Sy (i A
f His philosophy was grounded Audvaita Vedant®® |1 S RST¥SYRSR | AyRdzAay |3
ONRGAOAAYE YR LIXIFE@SR I YIF22NI NRES Ay GKS F2N¥I
He earned the reputation of being theidge-builder between India and the Vést.

He wasone of the founders of Helpage India renowned NGO for elderly underprivileged in India.

He wasawarded theBharat RatnaL Y RA I Qa KA I K $3954. OA GAt ALY | g1 NRX
He was awarded several other distinguished awards as sueh as &nighthoodin 1931 and honorary
membership othe British Royal Order of Meriin 1963.

Sources: pib.

4. DADABHAI NAOROJI

What to study?
1 For Prelims and Mains: Key contributions and their significance.

Context September 4, 201%as the 194th bith anniversary oDadabhai Naorof — (GKaSd Qid Man of Indi&
who was among the first leaders who stirred national consciousness in the country.

=A =4 =4 =9

1 Bornin 1825 at Navsarin presemtday Gujarat.
Key contributions:

He was closely involved with thisdian Naional Congresi its early phase.

He served athe first Indian member of the British parliament

His first agitation, in 1859, concerneecruitment to the Indian Civil Service

In 1865 and 1866, Naoroji helped foutie London Indian Society and &hEat India Associatiormhe two

organisations sought to bring nationalist Indians and sympathetic Britons on one platform.

1 Asthe secretary of the East India AssociatioNaoroiji travelled in India to gather funds and raise national
awareness.

1 In 1885, Naroji becamea vicepresident of the Bombay Presidency Associatjomas nominated to the

Bombay legislative council by Governor Lord Reay, and helped form the Indian National Congress.

T
T
T
T

-
-

1 He wasCongress president thrice, in 1886, 1893, and 1906

1 In 1893, héhelped form anindian parliamentary committego attend to Indian interests.

1 In 1895, he became a member of tteyal commission on Indian expenditure

T S5FRFOKFA blF2NR2A gl & | Y2Dfah Thekr@> | RR A BINF AR YV S YV &A X
Poverty and UrRBritish Rule in Indi® ®

What is Drain Theory?

f LYLISNRI f . NRGFAY 61 a4 RNIAYAY3I gl & LYRAFIQA S| f
LYRAIFIQ& NMzA S o0& F2NBAIYSNAT GKS Kdyragharatd inyntigf B | f
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exploitation of the country due to free trade; ndndians taking away the money that they earned in India;

and the interest that India paid on its public debt held in Britain.
Sources: the Hindu.

5. PAIKA REBELLION

What tostudy?
1 For Prelims and Mains: Paika RebeHwhat when and why?

Context President Ram Nath Kovini lay the foundation of a memorial dedicated to the 18&ika Rebellion
Who are Paikas?

1 Paikasad been recruited since the 16th century by kings in Odisim a variety of social grougs render
martial services in return for renfree land (nishkar jagirs) and titles Theywere the traditional land
owning militia of Odisha and served as warr®

How the rebellion began?

1 When armies of the East India Cpamy overran most of Odisha in 1803, the Raja of Khurda lost his primacy

and the power and prestige of the Paikas went on a decline.

9 The British were not comfortable with these aggressive, Wartiew subjects and set up a commission und
Walter Ewer todok into the issue.

1 The commission recommended that the hereditary réete lands granted to the Paikas be taken over
the British administration and this recommendation was zealously adh&redhey revolted against the
British.

1 Bakshi Jagabandhu Bidghar Mohapatra Bharamarbar Raihe highestranking military general dfing of
Khorda Mukund Dev Jlled the Paikas to join the uprising.

1 However, the rebellion had several other underlyingsmsg like the rise in the price of salt, abolition of the
cowrie currency for payment of taxes and an overtly extortionist land revenue policy.

1 Although initially the Company struggled to respond they managed to put down the rebellion by May 1

Many d the Paik leaders were hung or deported. Jagabandhu surrexdar1825.
Nationalist movement or ePeasant rebellion?

1 The Paika Rebellion is one among the peasant rebellions that took place in India when the British Ea
Company was expanding itslitary enterprise.

1 Because these uprisings violently clashathviuropean colonialists and missionaries on many occasic
their resistance is sometimes seen as the first expression of resistance against coloniabnddgherefore
O2yaARSNBR2YIRt ®BGayryi yI (dz2NB @

Sources: Indian Express.

Topics: History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial
revolution, world wars, redrawing of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,
political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.- their forms and effect on the
society.

MUNICH AGREEMENT

What to study?
1 For Prelims: Key features of the agreement.
9 For Mains: A critical analysis.

Context OnSeptember 1, 1939 German troops marched into Poland ggeringthe beginning of World War
Il.

1 Great Britain and France, whibad assured help to Poland, declared war on Germany and its allies two
later, on September 3. The beginning of the War exposed to the world the fahg dlunich Agreement.

www.insightsonindia.com 10 InsightsIAS
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What is Munich Agreement?

1 The Agreement was signed among Germany, Fraftedy, and Great Britain on September-20,
1938.Czechoslovakiathe country whose region was about to be annexed, was not officially party to the
Agreement. It was forced to agree the deal under pressure from Great Britain and France, which had a
military alliance with the country.

1 The Agreement allowed for theessation to Germany of Sudetenlan@he German occupation was to b

done in four stages from October1D, 1938.

Thecessation in some places was subject to a plebiscite.

The Czechoslovak gernment was supposed to release from their military and police forces within four

weeks of the signing of the Agreement, any Sudeten Germans who wished to be released, and all Sudet:

German prisoners.

v

=a =4

Outcome:

1 Six months after the Munich Agreement wagred, Hitler went back on his commitments and invaded the
whole of Czechoslovakia. War was on its way.

f The agreement has been seen as a disastrous act of appeasemieit 8ff ¥ Nazi rédin®,NMiidldistorical
evidence that expansionist totalitarianisrarmot be dealt with through placation.

R A
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Sources: the Hindu.

Topics: Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India.

1. INDUS VALLEY SETTLERS HAD A DISTINCT GENETLINREAGE

What to study?

1 For Prelims: Harappan sites, culture and features.

9 For Mairs: Significance of their way of life, issues and recent findings.
Context A study of DNA from skeletal remains excavated from the Harappan cemetery at Rakhigarhi argugs th:
the hunter-gatherers of South Asigpeople fromindus Valley Civilisationwho then became a settled people,
have anndependent origin

Findings of thestudy:

1 Independent origin:The huntergatherers of South Asia had amdependent origin They do not contain
genome from either the Steppe region or ancient Iranian farmers.
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1 The saméwunter-gatherer communities developed inagricultural communities anddrmed the Harappan
civilisation.

1 As the Harappans traded with Mesopotamia, Egypt, the Persian Gulf and almost all across South Asi
was bound to be movement of people resultinga mixed genetic history India had a heterogeneous
population right fom the beginning of settled life.

f  There was a movement of people from east to west asitte NI LILJ- y LIS2 LJX SQ&a LINB

like Gonur in Turkmenistan and SaiuSokhtain Iran.
1 Researchers findo trace of the Anatolianrelated ancestrythat is a hallmark of the spread of farming tc
the west, but the Iraniafielated ancestry they detected in South Asians comes from a lineage that sepat
from ancient Iranian farmers anhuntergatherers before those groups split from each other.

Backgroundand significance of the study:

1 With these findings, the theory dfie Harappans having Steppe pastoral or ancient Iranian

farmer ancestrythus stands refuted. The finding also negattes hypothesis aboutnass migration during
Harappan times from outside &ith Asia

. AFGHANISTAN .=~ c
‘ L @ Rupar
® Eakhigarhi

- ® Farmana
® kalibanpan

- L
Tarkhanwala Dera

Damb Sadaat

IRAN .
PAKISTAN

1 Mal
- ®
' Mohenjo-daro

® .[.’Imnhu-dam
Damb Buthi ‘-

sutkagen-dor @ Allahdino

® Dholavira ,}

@ Lothal

Shahi _Tlm'l‘rl @ INDIA

® Site of Rakhigarhi
" Skeletons from non-Cemetery
@ Other Cemetery Sites

i 150 00
—_—

Kilometers

Sources: the Hindu.

2. UNIFORM CIVIL CODE

What to study?
1 For Prelims: Constitutional provisions related to Uniform Civil Code.
1 For Mains: UGQieed, concerns, challengasd is it suitable for India?

Context Government has failed toring in Uniform Civil Code, says Supreme Court.
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What is uniform civil code?
1 A generic set of governing laws for every citizen without taking into consideration the religion.
What the constiution says?

1 Article 440f the Constitutiord € & (G KIF 0 GKSNB &aK2dz R
{GFrGS akKlrtf SyRSF@2NJ G2 aSOdaNB F2N
the Directive Princigs are only guidelingd is not mandatory to use them.
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India needs a Uniform Civil Code for the following reasons:

1 A secular republic needs a common law for all citizens rather than differentiated rules based on reljgiou:
practices.

1 Another reason why aniform civil code imeeded is gender justice. The rights of women are usually limited
under religious law, be it Hindu or Muslim. The practice of triple talaq is a classic example.

1 Many practices governed by religious tradition are at odds with the foretdal rights guaranted in the
Indian Constitution.

1 Courts have also often said in their judgements that the government should move towards a uniform civil
code including the judgement in the Shah Bano case.

Why is UCC is not desirable at this point?

9 Sectarism cannot contradi the pluralityprevalent in the country. Besides, cultural diversity cannot be
compromised to the extent that our urge for uniformity itself becomes a reason for threat to the territgrial
integrity of the nation.

 ¢KS (SNY)YY ®Bbss Sdaniny bnI dssures the expression of any form of difference. This diversity,
both religious and regional, should not get subsumed under the louder voice of the majority. At the same
time, discriminatory practices within a religion should rotle behind the cloalof that faith to gain
legitimacy.

What is needed now?

1 Need of the hour is theodification of all personal lawso that prejudices and stereotypes in every one of
them would come to light and can be tested on the anvil of fundametights of theConstitution.

1 By codification of different personal laws, one can arrive at certain universal principles that prioritise equity
rather than imposition of a Uniform Code, which would discourage many from using the law altogether, giver
that matters of marrage and divorce can also be settled extrdicially.

Sources: the Hindu.

Topics: Women and women related issues.

“%4) "L #(1V /] "%4) 0! $(!' /8

What to study?
9 For Prelims: BBBP.
1 For Mains: Declining CS#®ncerns, challenges and solutions.

Context: WCDMIinister Felicitates states and Districts Under BBBP Scheme.
Key facts:

1 Haryana, Uttarakhand, Delhi, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh were felicitated for improvement in Sex Ratio «
Birth (SRB).
1 Ten districts selected for improvement in SRB were abcithted during the programme.

About BBBP:
9 Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP) Schewmaslaunched in January, 2015.
1 The scheme iaimed at promoting gender equality and the significance of educating girls

1 The Scheme tsrgeted at improving the Child SeRaio through multi sectoral interventions including
LINBE@SyGAz2zy 2F ISYRSNIOoOAlFASR aSE aStSOdAz2y FyR LI

www.insightsonindia.com 13 InsightsIAS



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

9 It isatri-ministerial effort of Ministries of Women and Child Development, Health & Family Wetiade
Human Resource Development.

Significance and the need for scheme:
1 Thetrend of decline in the Child Sex Ratio (J%R)been unabated since 1961. The decline from 945in 1

t0 927 in 2001 and further to 918 in 2011 is alarming. The social condisgcimination against girls on one

)91

hand, easy availability, affordability and subsequent misuse of diagnostic tools on the other hand, have bee

critical in increasing Sex Selective Elimination of girls leading to low Child Sex Ratio.

1 Child Sex Ratis defined as number of girls per 1000 of boys betwee Years of age. Hence, a decline in

the CSR is a major indicator of women disempowerment. The ratio reflects bothjrgrediscrimination
manifested through gender biased sex selection and post bigtrichination against girls.
Sources: pib.

Topics: Population and associated issues,poverty and developmental issues.

INTERNATIONAL MIGRANT STOCK 2019

What to study?
1 For Prelims: Key findings.
1 For Mains: Migrationeffects, challenges and waysaddress hem.

Context Population Division of the UN Department of Economic and Social Afts&s released
the International Migrant Stock 2019

1 A data of several international migrants by origin, age and sex for all countries and ar@adwated in the
report.

1 UN prepared this report with the help of population censuses, population registers and natio
representative surveys.

Key findings:

1 Indiais the leading country of origin of international migrants in 2019 with a 17.5 rrilliong diaspora.
1 Most of the international migrants came from Bangladesh, Pakistan and Nepal.

Global scenatrio:

1 The number of migrants globally reached an estimated 272 million.

91 After India, Migrants from Mexico makes the second largest diaspora (11.8 mifttlayved by China (19
million), Russia (10.5 million), Syria (8.2 million), Bangladesh (7.8 million), Pakistan (6.3 million), Ukral
million), the Philippines (5.4 million) and Afghanistan (5.1 million).

1 In Europe, 82 million migrants were setll¢here, followed by Ndh America (59 million) and North Africe
and Western Asia (49 million).

1 USA s hosting the largest number of international migrants (51 million) while Saudi Arabia (13 million),
(12 million), England (10 million), France (fliom) and Italy (6 nflion) are also holding the large number
of migrants.

Women migrants:

1 The share of women and girls migrants fell slightly from 49% to 48% in the year 2019. Northern Ameri
the highest (52%) number of women migrants. Howeverope (51%), SulBaharanAfrica (47 %) and
Northern Africa and Western Asia (36 %) also experienced the issue of women migrants.

Sources: the Hindu.

Topics: Urbanization, their problems and their remedies.

1. SWACHH ICONIC PLACES

What to study?
1 ForPrelims: SIP and SBkey featrres, brief overview of places chosen for SIP project.
1 For Mains: SBMeatures, significance, challenges and-smiissions.
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1 Context Mata Vaishno Devi shrinatop the Trikuta hills in Reasi district of Jammu and Kashmir éas b
Yy I YSR OBdzyIwhkb Qahic Rkace ¢
About Swachh Iconic Places (SIP):

1 What is it?It isan initiative of Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation under Swachh Bharat Mission

1 Aimsto take iconic places and their surroundings to higher stanslafdGwachhata, so that alkitors benefit
and also take away home the message of cleanliness.

1 Implementation of the project:lt is acollaborative project with three other central Ministriesrban
Development, Culture, Tourism; all levels in the coneédrStates and more importagtl Public Sector and
Private companies as partners.

1 Phase | iconic places ar8jmer Sharif Dargah, CST Mumbai, Golden Temple, Kamakhya Temple,
MaikarnikaGhat, Meenakshi Temple, Shri Mata Vaishno Devi, Shree Jagannath Témdlej Mahal and
Tirupati Tenple.

1 Phase Il includedangotri, Yamunotri, Mahakaleshwar Temple, Charminar, Convent and Church of St.
Francis of Assissi, Kalady, Gommateswara, BaidyanathDham, Gaya Tirth and Somnath temple.

1 Phase lll includeRaghavendraSwaynTemple (Kurnool, Andhra Pesh); Hazardwari Palace (Murshidabad,
West Bengal); Brahma Sarovar Temple (Kurukshetra, Haryana); VidurKuti (Bijnor, Uttar Pradesh); Mal
village (Chamoli, Uttarakhand); Pangong Lake -Uaslakh, J&K); Nagvasuki Temple (Abalda Uttar
Pradesh); ImaKeitt¥narket (Imphal, Manipur); Sabarimala Temple (Kerala); and Kanvashram
(Uttarakhand).

Sources: the Hindu.

2. GLOBAL LIVEABILITY INDEX

What to study?
1 For Prelims: Features of the Global Liveability Index, rankingariolus countries, Indian Cities in thst.
1 For Mains: Significance of the index and what makes cities more liveable?

Context The Economist Intelligence Unit (Elb@s releasethe Global Liveability Index 2019

9 The indexanks 140 global cities basecdhdheir living conditions.

T Significance¢t KS t ABSI oAt AlGEé AYRSE lidd yiaTAasSa (GKS OKIf €
in 140 cities worldwide, and assesses which locations provide the best living conditions.

9 The listis topped by ¥ihna (Austriajor the second consecutvyear.

The survey rates cities worldwide based on 30 qualitative and quantitative criteria, which fall into five general
categories:

1. Stability

2. Health care.

3. Culture and environment.
4. Education

5. Infrastructure

Performance of Indian cities:

1 New Delhihas droped by six places to rank 118th on the list.
1 Mumbaialso fell two places since last year to rank"1.19

Reasons for decline in liveability in Indian cities:

1 Abuses againgburnalists.

9 Risein Crime rates.

1 Climatic changes.

1 Constrained liveability conditits.
Sources: the Hindu.
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Topics: Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity,

cyclone etc., geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical
features (including water -bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such
changes.

1. ANDREX PROJECT

What to study?
9 For Prelims and mains
key  objectives and
significance  of  the
mission.

Context  Scientists  have |
discovered that, contrary to
existing
assumptionsbiological
processes famout at sea are
the most important factors
determining how the ocean
absorbs carbon dioxide

1 This enhances the
understanding othe link
between the Southern
Ocean 1 next to
Antarctica T and the
atmospheric carbon
dioxide levels

i Scientists studied data
collected as part of
the ANDREX project
(Antarctic Deep water
Rates of Exportjvhich
measured the physical
biological, and chemica
properties of the waters in the gg between 2008 and 2010.

Significance:

9 Carbon dioxide is absorbed in the surface oceanssamerd in the deep seas, gradually, over a timescale
100s to 1,000s years.

9 The Southern Ocean plays a critical role in how the carbon dioxide is taken owt afnttosphere, and
knowing how it functions helps scientists understah& A & Y S OK I duing Wréndatic NEn&tsS
transitions in the past, such as the ice ages, and better predict the current and futlimmate change

About ANDREX project:

1 The projectseekgo assess the role of the Weddell gyne driving the southern closure of the meridian
overturning circulation, in ventilating the deep global ocean, and in sequestering carbon and nutrients
global ocean abyss.

Sources: the Hindu.

2. MAPPING LIGHTNING ACROSS INDIA

What to study?

1 For Prelims: Key findings of the report, how lightnstrikes?
1 For Mains: Need for studying the pattern and forecasts.
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Context For the first time, a reportMid- Monsoon 2019 Lightning Reporhas mapped ligtming strikes across

the country, and the lives they have claimed.

1 It has been prepared b@limate Resilient Observing Systems Promotion Council (CRO& @pnprofit
organisation that works closely withdia Meteorological Department (IMD)

1 Lightning stikes have caused at least 1,311 deaths in the-faonth period between April and July this yeatr.

Need for and significance of forecasts:

9 Itis possible to predict, 380 minutes in advance, when a lightning strike heads towards Earth.
1 The prediction is possible through study and monitoring of thecloud lightning strikes. Timely,
dissemination of thisnformation can save several lives.

What is lightning, and how does it strike?

1 Itisa veryrapidt and massiver discharge of electricityri the atmospheresome of which is directed
G261 NRa (GKS 9 NIKQa Helzdtddd O §ignt miskirS-Be&ingRoutshdl areNIBIR 4| |
km tall.

How does it strike?

I The base of these clouds typically lieswithin 1 1 Y 2 F suiaSe, vehileNuBiktaD & 123 km away.

1 Temperatures towards the top of these clouds are in the range of minus i®fntas 45 degrees Celsius.

1 As water vapour moves upward in the cloud, th#ting temperature causes it to condens¢eat is generated
in the process, which pushes the molecules of water further up.

1 As they move to temperatures below zero degrees celsheswater droplets change into small ice crystals.
They continue to move up, gathering masauntil they are so heavy that they start fall to Earth.

9 This leads to a system in which, simultaneoustyaller ice crystals are moving up and bigger crystas a
coming down.

9 Collisions follow, and trigger the release of electrons process that is very similar to the generation of
sparks oklectricity. As the moving free electrons cause more collisions and more electrcmainereaction
ensues.

9 This procesresults in a situation in which thep layer of the cloud gets positively charged, while the middle
layer is negatively charged.

1 Theelectrical potential difference between the two layers is hugeof the order of a billion to 10 billion
volts. In venylittle time, a massive current, of the order of 100,000 to a million amperes, starts to flow
between the layers.

1 An enormous amount dfieat is produced, and this leads to the heating of the air column between the fwo
layers of the cloudThis heat gives thair column a reddish appearance during lightning. As the heated air
column expands, it produces shock waves that result in thunder.

How does this current reach the Earth from the cloud?

1 While theEarth is a good conductor of electricityt iselectricaly neutral. However, in comparison to the
middle layer of the cloud, it becomes positively charged. As a result, abouR@%/of the arrent gets
directed towards the Earth as well. It is this flow of current that results in damage to life and property on
Earth.

1 There isa greater probability of lightning striking tall objectsuch as trees, towers or buildings. Once it|is
about 86100 mfrom the surface, lightning tends to change course towards these taller objects. This happens
becauseair is a poor condctor of electricity, and electrons that are travelling through air seek both a better
conductor and the shortest route to the relative® L2 aA G A @St & OKF NHSR 9 NI K¢

Sources: Indian Express.

3. ATLANTIC MERIDIONAL OVERTURNING CIRCULATION (AMOC)

Wha to study?
1 For Prelims: What is AMOC?
i For Mains: How warming up of Indian Ocean affects AMOC?
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Context Sincehe past 15years,Atlantic meridional overturning circulation (AMOQJas been weakening a
development that could have dramatic consequencedarope and other parts of the Atlantic riM/arming up
of Indian Oceans said to be a key driver behind this.

How it affects?

1 Warming in the Indian Ocean generates additional precipitation, which, in turn, draws more air from other
parts of the world, isluding the Atlantic.

1 The higher level of precipitation in the Indian Ocean will reduce precipitation in the Atlantimerahse
salinity in the waters.

What is the Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circulation?

1 The Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circtitm (AMOC) is a large system of ocean currents that carry warm
water from the tropics northwards into the North Atlantic.

1 It aids indistributingheat and energy around the earth, as the warm water it carries releases heat intg the
atmosphere, and in absbing and storing atmospheric carbon.

How does the AMOC work?

1 The AMOC is a large system of ocean currents, like a canvelgodriven by differences in temperature and
saltcontentci KS ¢ G SNRa RSyaixideod

1 As warm water flows northwards it cools and soaw@poration occurs, which increases the amount of salt.
Low temperature and a high salt content make the water denser,taisddense water sinks deep into the

ocean.
1 The cold, dense water slowly spreads southwards, several kilometres below the surfameially, it gets
Lzt £t SR 61 01 (G2 GKS &adaNFIFOS FyR 6FNXYa Ay | LINROS

Saurces: Down to earth.

4. NAMING OF CYCLONES

What to study?
1 For Prelims: A brief overview of recent cyclones and their origins.
9 For Mahs: Classification and naming of cyclones.

Context Tropical Storniikaadevelops into Cyclone.
How are cyclonesamed?

9 Each Tropical Cyclone basimthe world has its ownotating list of names
9 For cyclones in the Bay of Bengal and Arabian ,Stb@ namng system was agreed kyght member
countries of a group calledVMO/ESCARNd took effect in 2004.

How thenames are chosen?

1 The member countries submitted eight names ealde first cyclone after the list was adopted was given
the name in the first rowof the first columnt Onil, proposed by Bangladesh.

1 Subsequent cyclones are being named sequentially, colwime, with each cyclone given the name
immediately below that of the previous cyclone.

1 Once the bottom of the column is reachdte sequence moveso the top of the next column So far, the
first seven columns have been exhausted.

Why name cyclones?

1 Makes it easier for the media to report on these cyclones, heightens interest in warnings, and increases
community preparedness.
i Easier to remember thanumbers and technical terms.

Why eastern coast of India is more vulnerable?

1 In addition to the storms thabriginate in the southeast Bay of Bengal and the adjoining Andaman
Seapreakaway typhoons over the Northwest Pacific move across the South Chirzii@e the Bay of
Bengal intensifying into cyclones.
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1 In contrast,Arabian Sea cyclones are mostly their oviormations and they also generally move north
gSaitsx Fgle& FTNRY. LYRAIFIQa ¢gSaida Oz ad

1 Besides, thédrabian Sea is colder than the Bay of Bengahichinhibits the formation and intensification
of the cyclonic system in the formaNarm sea surface temperataris an ideal platform for cyclones

Facts for prelims:

1 Cyclones are given many names in different regions of the warTthey are known atyphoonsin the China
Sea and Pacific Ocednyrricanesin the West Indian islands in the Caribbean Sea &tlhntic
Oceantornadosin the Guinea lands of West Africa and southern US#y;-williesin north-western
Australia andropical cyclonesn the IndianOcean.

Sources: pib.
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GENERAL STUDIES Il

Topics: Indian Constitution - historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments,
significant provisions and basic structure ; Comparison of the Indian constitutional scheme
with that of other countries.

1.6™ SCHEDULE OF THE CONSTITUTION

What to study?

1 For Prelims antfains: Overview of autonomous councils constituted undersgthedule of the constitution,
measures announced for the strengthening of these institutions"¥@%endment Bill, need fdnclusion of
Ladakh.

Context National Commission for Scheduled TriEST) Writes to Union Home Minister & Unloibal Affairs
Minister Conveying Its recommendatiém Include Union Territory of Ladakh Under 6th Schedule of

Constitutionof India : —
The total tribal population in
6" schedule: Ladakh regions more than 97%.
1 It deals withthe administration of the tribal areas in the four The region is inhabited byfollowmg
. . Scheduled Tribes, namely:
northeastern states of Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram 1 Balti
Key provisions: 2. Beda
) ) _ 3. Bot, Boto
1 The governor is empowered torganise and r@rganise the 4. Brokpa, Drokpa, Dard, Shi
autonomous districts. 5. Changpa
1 If there are differem tribes in anautonomous districtthe governor 6. Garra
can divide the district into several autonomous regions 7. Mon
f Composition Each autonomous district has a district coun 8. Purigpa

consisting of 30 members, of whom four are nominated by the
governor and the remaining 2&e elected orthe basis of adult franchise.

1 Term The elected members hold office for a term of five years (unless the council is dissolved earlier) an

nominated members hold office during the pleasure of the governor.

Each autonomous region also teaseparate regiowl council

Powers of councilsThe district and regional councsiminister the areas under their jurisdiction. They can

make laws on certain specified matters like land, forests, canal water, shifting cultivation, village

administration,inheritance ofproperty, marriage and divorce, social customs and so on. But all such |aws
require the assent of the governor.

1 Village councilsThe district and regional councils within their territorial jurisdictions can constitute village
councils or carts for trial of suits and cases between the tribes. They hear appeals from them. |The
jurisdiction of high court over these suits and cases is specified by the governor.

1 Powers and functionsThe district council can establish, construct or manage prirseingols, dispesaries,
markets, ferries, fisheries, roads and so on in the district. It can also make regulations for the control o
money lending and trading by ndribals. But, such regulations require the assent of the governor. The
district and regioal councils a& empowered to assess and collect land revenue and to impose certain
specified taxes.

1 Exceptions The acts of Parliament or the state legislature do not apply to autonomous districts [and
autonomous regions or apply with specified modifica@and exceptios.

1 The governor can appoint a commission to examine and report on any matter relating to the
administration of the autonomous districts or regions. He may dissolve a district or regional council on the
recommendation of the commission.

Relged- 125" amendment bill:

= =

1 Itseekdo increase the financial and executive powers of the 10 Autonomous Counrtilse Sixth Schedule
areas of the northeastern region.
1 The amendments provide f@lected village municipal council&nsuring democracy atéhgrassroot legl.
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Thevillage councilswill be empowered toprepare plans for economic development and social justice
including those related to agriculture, land improvement, implementation of land reforms, minor irrigation,
water management, animal huahdry, rural egctrification, small scale industries and social forestry.
TheFinance Commissiowill be mandated to recommend devolution of financial resources to them.
TheAutonomous Councileow depend on grants from Central ministries and the Staigernment for
specific projects. At least orbird of the seats will be reserved for women in the village and municipal
councils in the Sixth Schedule areas of Assam, Mizoram and Tripura after the amendment is approved.

Sources: pib.

2. ACCESS TO INTERNHS A BASIC RIGHT: KERALA HC
What to study?

)l
)l

For Prelims: Right to freedom and privacy, how are they protected?
For Mains: Threats to these rights, how can they be guaranteed?

Context TheKerala High Coutthas held thathe right to have access tthe Internet is part of the fundamental
right to education as well as the right to privacy under Article @fithe Constitution.

2 Kl 1Qa GKS AaadzSK

1

)l
il

A college student from Kozhikode was recently expelled from the college hostel for using her phobiée
beyond the retricted hours.

This was challenged in the court.

The petitioner contended that the internet, accessible through mobile phones or laptops, provided an
avenue for the students to gather knowledge.

Observations made by the HC:

1

When the Human Rights Councilfdhe United Nations has found that the right of access to Internet is a
fundamental freedom and a tool to ensure right to education, a rule or instruction which impairs the |said
right of the students cannot be permitted to stand in tege of law.

The acion of the college authorities infringed tiiandamental freedom as well as privagnd would
adversely affect the future and career of students who want to acquire knowledge and compete with their
peers.

The court while citing the obseations of the Summe Court inthe S.Rengarajan and others v. P. Jagjivan
Ram (1989)case F AR & GKS FdzyRIFI'YSyidlf FNBSR2Y dzy RSNJ ! NI .
the purposes mentioned in Article 19(2) and the restriction must befijadton the anvil ®necessity and
y2i GKS ljdAOlalyR 2F O2y@SyASyO0S 2NJ SELISRASy Qe o

Conclusion:

T

The Court has observed rightly in the sense that the hostel authorities are expeatefiorce only those
rules and regulations for enforcing disciplin&cnfocement of disciplia shall not be by blocking the ways
and means of the students to acquire knowledge.

Besides, college authorities as well as parents should be conscious of the fabietisiddents in a college
hostel are adults capable of taking deaisis as to how and Wwen they have to study

UN view on this:

)l
)l
)l
)l

T
)l

UN, in 2016, made a series of statements collectively describingntieabhet access as a basic human right

The basic elements of this include:

not intentionally prevent or disrupt access todissemination of iformation online.

states should consider formulating and adopting national inteme¢ated public policies that have the
objective of universal access and enjoyment of human rights at their core through transparent and incjusive
procesgs with all stakehlders.

promotion, protection and enjoyment of human rights, including the right to freedom of expression, on the
internet and other information and communication technology.

how the internet can be an important tool for fostering citizand civil societyparticipation, for the
realisation of development in every community and for exercising human rights.

Sources: the Hindu.
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3.10™ SCHEDULE OF THE CONSTITUTION

What to study?

1 For Prelims: Features of 10th schedule of doastitution, dismissal, exceptiomsd judicial review of the
decision.

1 For Mains: Significance of antiefection law, concerns associated with its misuse and measures to improve
its transparency.

Context Haryana speaker disqualifies five INLD MLAs izt defection law.
What is the ani-defection law?

f TheTenth Schedulsvasinserted in the Constitution in 1986y the 52" Amendment Act

1 It lays dowrthe process by whiclegislators may be disqualified on grounds of defectibg the Presiding
Officer of a legislaturbased on a petitiotoy any other member of the House.

1 The decision on question as to disqualification on ground of defectimfdasred to the Chairman dhe
Speaker of such House, and his decision is final

1 The lawapplies to bah Parliament and state assemblies

Disqualfication:

If a member of a house belonging to a political party:

1 Voluntarily gives upghe membership of his political party, or

1 Votes, or does not vote in the legislaturepntrary to the directions of his poldal party. However, if the
member has takemprior permission, or is condoned by the party within 15 days from such voting or
abstention, the member shall not be disqualified.

91 Ifan independent candidatgoins a political party after the election.

1 Ifa nomhated member joins a party six months aftére becomes a member of the legislature

Exceptions under the law:

91 Legislators may change their party without the risk of disqualification in certain circumstdiesaw
allows a party to merge with or into anther party provided that at least twethirds of its legislators are in
favour of the merger In such a scenario, neither the members who decide to merge, nor the ones who| stay
with the original party will face disqualification.

Advantages of antdefectionlaw:

Providesstability to the government g preventing shifts of party allegiance.

Ensures that candidates remdoyal to the party as well the citizensoting for him.

Promotesparty discipline

Facilitateanergerof political parties withousttracting the provisions of Antiefection

Expectedo reduce corruptionat the political level.

Provides fopunitive measuresagainst a member who defects from one party to another.

Various Recommendations to overcome the challenges posed by the law:

Dinesh Goswami Committee on electoral reformiBisqualfication should be limited to following cases:
A member voluntarily gives up the membership of his political party

A member abstains from voting, or votes contrary to the party whip in a motion of vioterdidence or
motion of noconfidence. Political pties could issue whips only when the government was in danger.

=4 =4 =4 = -8 -8 -8 -8 -8 -9

Law Commission (170Report):

9 Provisions which exempt splits and mergers from disqualification to be deleted.
1 Prepoll electoral fronts sbuld be treated as political parties under adgfedion
9 Political parties should limit issuance of whips to instances only when the government is in danger.

Election Commission:

91 Decisions under the Tenth Schedule should be made by the President/ Gowariinar binding advice of the
Election Commission.
Saurces: the Hindu.
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4. OFFICE OF PROFIT

What to study?
1 For Prelims: What is office of profit and how is it determined?
1 For Mains: Criticisms and controversies surrounding, ways to address them.

Context Punjab cabinet has decided to bring an ordinatacexclude the appointments of advisors to CM from
the ambit of the officeof profit.

1 If an MLA or an MP holds a governme|

1 The appointments were termed by the opposition as office and receives benefits from it, the

aftempt to circumvent the constitutional cap on the size GKFG 2FFAOS bfiice of
aul 0SQaolst AmeidyientiofbArticle 84(1A) of the profité @

Constitution mandates that the strength of ministers qaot A person will be disqualified if he held
exceed 15% of the total members of the House. an office of profit under the central o

state government, other than an office

o . , -
What are the basic criteria to disqualify an MP or MLA? declared not to disqualify its holder by

1 Basic disqualification criteria for an MP are laid doy law passed by Parliament or staf
in Article 102 of the Costitution, and for an MLA in Article legislature.
191

1 They can be disqualified foa) Holding an office of profit under government of India or state government;
b) Being of unsound mind; c) Being an undischarged insolvent; d) Not being an Indian citizen or fimgacqui
citizenship of another country.

What is the underlying principld 2 NJ Ay Of dzZRAYy 3 W2FFAOS 2F LINRPTFTAGQ | &

1 Makers of the Constitution wanted that legislators should not feel obligated to the Executive in any (way,
which couldnfluence them while discharging legislative functions. In other waadsVIP or MLA should be
free to carry out her duties without any kind of governmental pressure.

Sources: the hindu.

5. CORPORATE INCOME TAX

What to study?
1 For Prelims: What is Corporam tax? Key changes announced.
1 For Mains: Need for argignificance of these decisions, challenges ahead and ways to address them.

Context Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has announced ne@j@nges in corporate income tax ratés
revive growth in he broader economy. This has been achieved througlerdimance; the Taxation Laws
(Amendment) Ordinance 2019.

What has the government done?

Corporate tax rate to be 22 per cent without exemptions.

No Minimum Alternate Tax (MAT) applicable on such compganie

Effective corporate tax rate after surcharge and dedse 25.17 percent.

To attract investment in manufacturing, local companies incorporated after October 2019 and till March

2023, will pay tax at 15 percent.

1 That effective tax for new companies shbhe 17.01 percent, including cess and surcharge. Cormapan
enjoying tax holidays would be able to avail concessional rates post the exemption period.

1 Will give MAT relief for those opting to continue paying surcharge and cess. MAT has been reduced to 1
percent from 18.5 percent for companies who continue @ exemptions and incentives.

1 To stabilise flow of funds into the market the enhanced surcharge announced in Budget 2019 will not|appl
on capital gains arising on sale of any security, includingateses by foreign portfolio investors (FPI).

9 For lised companies which made announcement for public buyback before July 2019 it is provided that tax

on buyback on shares of such companies will not be charged.

T
T
T
)l
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CORPORATE TAX CUT

HOW INDIA FARES

AGAINST NEIGHBOURS NOW

Corporate India will become more competitive as
compared to other Asian economies in the new regime

PHILIPPINES

Base corporate tax rates of major Asian“.‘
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Source: Deloitte, KPMG, Kotak Institutional Equities

How do these rates compare globally?

1 Thenew corporate income tax ratea India will bdower than USA (27 percent), Japan (30.62 percent
Brazil (34 percent), Germany (30 percent) and is similar to China (25 percent) and Korea (25 percent)
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1 New companies in India with an effective tax ratelaf percent iquivalent what corporates pay in
Singapore (17 percent)

Need for and significance of the latest move:

1 ¢KS 321t A& G2 GdzNY LYRALF A
economic management, restofey dSa i 2NARQ O2Yy

H'S
<,
>
<,

Benefits associated:

1 Alter the profitability dynamic of the Indian corporate ecosystem

1 Given the substantially lower rates would imply tmaany corporates will break even much ahead than
what would have been the case with the earlier rates

1 Lower taxes should, ideally, result is higher profit margirighis should bolster their books, and some of
these companies should be able to pass on the higher margins in the foloweaf product prices to
consuners.

1 Lower corporate income tax rates anbet resultant change in profitability will likely prompt companigs
to invest more, raising their capital expenditure (capex)

9 Additional capacities will, eventually, through a secondary round effgptompt these ompanies to hire
more employees.

Why has tle government brought an ordinance to bring in these changes?

1 Changes in income tax rates (both corporate and individual) require legislative amendments. These requir
Parliamentary ratification. When the Parlianida not in session, the government canrgrithese changes
through an Ordinance and later bring a Bill when Parliament convenes.

Concerns over the rate cut?

1 The revenue foregone for the government because of the latest corporate income tax cuts withbduoe
of Rs 1.45 lakh crore a year.

9 This has triggered concerns of fiscal slippage, given that tax collections have been far below the budgete
estimates.

1 The government has set a fiscal deficit target of 3.3 percent of GDP for2ZZ201®wer tax revames could
upset the fiscal math.

How will the corporate tax cuts be funded?

1 The government may fund part of the revenue foregone because of corporate tax cuts through the additiona
transfer of dividends and surplus from the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).
Saurces: pib.

6. HOW A US PRESIDENT CAN BHPEACHED?

What to study?
9 For Prelims: How is US President impeached?
1 For Mains: Impeachment process in India.

Context US House of Representatives Spe&kamncy Pelosiecently announced that thelouse wouldlaunch
an impeachmentinquiry against President Donald Trumpyer his alleged efforts to pressure Ukraine tp
Ay@SaaAaarasS w2S | ARSYZI ¢NMzYLIQa LRGSYOGAlrt NAGEHE Ay

Background:

1 No US President has ever been removed as a direct result of impeachmidre House didnpeach two
Presidentst Andrew Johnson (1968) amill Clinton (1998} but the Senate did not convict them. In
between, PresidenRichard Nixor§1974) resigned before he could be removed.

What is Impeachment?

1 Impeachmentis a provisionhat allows Congess to remove the President of the United States
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Under the US Constitution: STAGE BY STAGE

1

Grounds for impeachment:

The House of

Representatives (Lowel m

| 2dza S0 KI & Six House committees are
LJ?_ SN 2F AY - probing charges against Trump.
while the Senate (Upper They will send their strongest

| 2dza S0 K &  Notenoughevidence cases to the Judiciary Sufficient evidence
power to try all found of wrongdoing Committee. found of wrongdoing

AYLISI OKYS y V¥ Trump stays in office E

The Chiefustice of the US

Supreme Court has the | HOUSE |

duty of presiding over (Controlled by Democrats)
impeachment trials in the Floor test on one or more articles of impeachment.
Senate.

Less than a majority

> Majority of membersvote
votes forimpeachment

infavour of impeachment

e of

team

The

1 The President can be
removed from office for Trumpstaysin office Trump is impeached
GUGNBlFazys (
other high crimes and m
YAARSYSI y2NZ (Controlled by Republicans)

1 Essentiallyit means an Senate holds trial, followed by voting on conviction
abuseof power by a high
level public official This Less than 2/3 vote to convict i 2/3 members vote to convict
does not necessarily have v i
to be a violation of an Trump stays in office i Trump is removed
ordinary criminal statute.

Historically, in the US, it h@mcompassed corruption and other abuses, including trying to obstruct judicial
proceeding.
The praess:

1 It begins with an investigation by a House committee. If they find that there is enough evidenc
wrongdoing, it will refer the matter to the full House.

1 HOUSE VOTH®hen the full House votes, if one or more of the articles of impeachmetsta méority vote,
the President is impeached. Next, the proceedings move to the Senate.

1 SENATE TRIAL & VOTEe Senate holds a trial, overseen by the chief justice of the Supreme Court. A
of lawmakers from the House, known as managers, playdteeof piosecutors. The President has defence
lawyers, and the Senate serves as the jury. If at leastthivds of the Senators present find the President
guilty, he is removed and the Vice President takes over as President.

What next?

1 Numbers in the Hoses:The Hbuse has 235 Democrats, 199 Republicans, and one independent.
Democrats could, therefore, impeach Trump with no Republican support.

i The Senate has 53 Republicans, 45 Democrats and two independents who usually vote with the Der

Sources: Indian Express.

7. CITIZENSHIP (AMENDMENT) BILL
What to study?

T
)l
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Convicton of the President would require 67 votes, which cannot happen unless some Republicans
against him.

For Prelims: Key features of the Bill, Citizenship Act 1955, Citizeashigsition and types available.
For Mains: Issues over the Bill, why NE States oppose to this bill?

ocra
vote



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

Context Citizens backed by various N@overnmental Organisations across the Netthstern States are
LINEGSAadGAY I F3AFAYyald OKEeteZEdidbp(Sngndfent)BIAR G2 NBAyY/ UGN
1 The proposed legislation was cleared by the Lok Sabha in January, 2019 but not tabled in the Rajya Sabhe

Whatisthe Citizenship Amendment Bill 2016

1 It seekdo allow illegal migrants from certain minority communiéis in Afghanistan, Bangladesh and
Pakistan eligible for Indian citizenshipy amendinghe Citizenship Act of 1955.

9 It seeks tayrant citizenship to people from minority communities Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis
and Christians after 6 years ostay in India even if they do not possess any proper docunTédrg.current
requirement is 12 years of stay.

9 The Bill provides that theegistration of Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) cardholders may be cancelled if
they violate any law

9 The Bill, howeveroes not extend to illegal Muslim migrantdt also does not talk about other minority
communities in the three neighbouring countries, such as Jews, Bahais etc.

However, the bill is being criticised for the following reasons:

1 It violates the basitenets ofthe Constitution. lllegal immigrants are distinguished on the basis of religion.
9 Iltis perceived to be a demographic threat to indigenous communities.

1 The Bill makes illegal migrants eligible for citizenship on the basis of religion. This rate Aiticle 14 of
the Constitution which guarantees the right to equality.

It attempts to naturalise the citizenship of illegal immigrants in the region.

The Bill allows cancellation of OCI registration for violation of any law. This is greidel that may cove

a range of violations, including minor offences.

What is the Citizenship Act 1995

1 UnderArticle 9of the Indian Constitution, a person who voluntarily acquires citizenship of any other country
is no longer an Indian citizen.

9 Citizership by descenfeisons born outside India on or after January 26, 1950, but before December 10,
1992, are citizens of India by descent if their father was a citizen of India at the time of their birth.

1 From December 3, 2004, onwards, persons born outsidedia shall nobe considered citizens of India
unless their birth is registered at an Indian consulate within one year of the date of birth.

1 In Section 8 of the Citizenship Act 1955, if an adult makes a declaration of renunciation of Indian gitizenshi
he loses Indianitizenship.

)l
il

Topics: Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and
institutions.

1. COLLEGIUM OF SUPREME COURT JUDGES

What to study?

1 For Prelims: Collegium system for the appointment of judges, seleatidmeanoval of SC jugbs, overview
of NJAC.

9 For Mains: Issues with Collegium system and why was NJAC struck down? Need for urgent reforms.

Context The recent controversy over the transfer of the Chief Justice of the Madras High Court, Justice|Vijay
Kamlesh Tahilramani, to¢hMeghalaya High Court has once again brought to the fore adtamgling debate on
the functioning of the?/ 2 f £ SAgekY Q 2 F 2 dzR

What is the Collegium system?

f  TheCollegium of judgesloes not figure in theConstitution. Itis the{ dzLINS Y S / 2 dzNIi Q& Aly @

1 Constitutionsaygudges of the Supreme Court and High Courts are appointed by the President and speaks
of a process otonsultation

1 Therefore, Collegium & system under which judges are appointed by an institution comprising judges

1 Collegium alsoecommends the transfer of Chief Justices and other judges
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How did this come into being?

1

1

Wirst Judges Cag981) ruledil K G O#& KB dztr i GA2y¢E GgAGK GKS / WL Ay i
fulland effectived | 2 6 SOSNE GKS / Wiirfegdy, 2 LAY A2Y &aK2dzZ R KI @S
Second Judges Case (1988)oduced theCollegium systerh K 2 f RA Q/QEV AWKk Gaz2yég N
GO2Yy OdeNINBLY(IOSF RRERUGHKKSES AWLRBAAYRAGARdAZ t 2LIAYARY:
consultation with the two seniormostjudges in theSupreme Court.

Third Judges Case (19%8) { / 2y t NBAARSYy (i Qa NXB T SaNileymértber By v R
comprising the CJI and four of his serimmost colleagues

Procedure followed by the Collegium:

1
)l
)l

=

1

1

The President of India appaithe CJI and the other SC judges.

For other judges of the top court, the proposal is initiated by the CJI.

TheCJl consults the rest of the Collegium members, as well as the saogtjudgeof the court hailing from

the High Court to which the recommeéead person belongs.

The consultees must record their opinions in writing and it should form part of the file.

The Collegium sends the recommendation to the Law Minister, who forwards it to the Prime Minister to
advise the President.

The Chief Justice of ¢fi Courts is appointed as per the policy of having Chief Justices from outside the
respective States.

The Collegim takes the call on the elevation.

Appointment of CJI for High Courts:

il
)l

1

High Court judges are recommended by a Collegium comprising the Galcasehiormost judges.

The proposal, however, is initiated by the Chief Justice of the High Court concenmtsuttation with two
seniormost colleagues.

The recommendation is sent to the Chief Minister, who advises the Governor to send the prioptisal
Union Law Minister.

Common criticism made against the
Collegium system:

T
T
T

T

Opaqueness and a lack of
transparency.

Scope for nepotism.

Embroilment in public
controversies.

Overlooks several talented junior

judges and advocates.

Attempts to reform:

T

The atempt made to replace it by a

Wational Judicial Appointments

Commissio® ¢l & &adNXz0|1 R2g6Y
the court in2015 on the ground that

it posed a threat to the

independence of the judiciary.

(@]}
m)

Reforms needed:

T

T
)l

Atransparent and participatory procedurgpreferablyby an independent broatlased constitutional body
guaranteeing judicial primadyut not judicial exclusity.

It shouldensure independence, reflect diversity, demonstrate professional competence and integrity
Instead of selecting the number of judgesjpired against a certain number of vacancibeg, collegium must
provide a panel of possible names to thedaident to appointment in order of preference and other valid
criteria

Sources: the Hindu.
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