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GENERAL STUDIES ς 1 
 
Topics: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and 
Architecture from ancient to modern times.  

 Chalukya Dynasty 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Recent findings and their significance, Chalukya- spread, ruling, key features and cultural 
contributions. 
 
Context: Inscriptions found on an ancient temple at Huligemmana Kolla near Pattadakalu in Karnataka indicate 
that the place may have once been the royal burial site of the Chalukya dynasty. 
 
Background: 
There are eleven temples with lingas and a tower developed during the Chalukya dynasty and another linga 
without the tower, which has an inscription on it stating that it served as the funerary casket-bearing shrine of 
Vikramaditya-II. This inscription claims the spot served as a royal burial site. 
Popular belief was that these temples are a depiction of the holy Jyotirlinga. It is now found that these temples 
are nothing but the graves of the Chalukyan royal family. 
 
Who are Chalukyas? 
Ancient dynasty who ruled large parts of southern and central 
India between the 6th and the 12th centuries.  
During this period, they ruled as three related yet individual 
dynasties: 

1. The earliest dynasty, known as the "Badami Chalukyas", 
ruled from Vatapi (modern Badami) from the middle of the 
6th century.  

2. After the death of Pulakeshin II, the Eastern 
Chalukyas became an independent kingdom in the 
eastern Deccan. They ruled from Vengi until about the 11th 
century.  

3. The Western Chalukyas, of 10th century ruled from Kalyani 
(modern Basavakalyan) until the end of the 12th century. 

 
Art and Architecture: 
They built cave temples depicting both religious and secular 
themes. The temples had beautiful mural paintings also. 

1. The temples under the Chalukyas are a good example of the Vesara style of architecture. This is also 
called the Deccan style or Karnataka Dravida or Chalukyan style. It is a combination of Dravida and 
Nagara styles. 

2. Pattadakkal: is a UNESCO World Heritage site. There are ten temples here ς 4 in Nagara style and 6 in 
Dravida style. Virupaksha temple and Sangameshwara Temple are in Dravida style. Papanatha temple is 
in Nagara style. 

 
Facts for prelims: 

1. Pattadakal is a complex of 7th and 8th century CE Hindu and Jain temples in northern Karnataka.  
2. Located on the west bank of the Malaprabha River. 
3. The monument is a protected site under Indian law and is managed by the Archaeological Survey of 

India (ASI).  
4. Other names this place was known by were Kisuvolal meaning "valley of red soil", Raktapura meaning 

"city of red", and Pattada-Kisuvolal meaning "red soil valley for coronation". 
 
Sources: the Hindu.  
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 Skandagupta 
What to study? 
For Prelims and mains: His legacy, contributions and inscriptions. 
 
Context: Union home minister Amit Shah recently inaugurated an international seminar on the role of Gupta 
dynasty emperor Skandagupta at Banaras Hindu University in Varanasi. Extolling the greatness of Skandagupta, 
Shah said history has been unfair to Gupta period rulers. 
The Gupta period is known as the golden period of ancient Indian history and Skandagupta Vikramaditya is 
known as the Saviour of India as he successfully fought the battle against the invading Huns.  
 
Who is Skandagupta? 

1. He ascended the throne in 455 AD and ruled till 467 AD.  
2. During the 12 year rule, he not only defended the great culture of India but also from external 

aggression and defeated the Huns (Bhitari pillar inscription), who had invaded India from the north 
west. 

3. By defeating Pushyamitras during his initial years of ascendancy, Skandagupta proved his ability to rule 
and took upon himself the title of Vikramaditya. 

4. The Junagadh rock, which contains inscription of the earlier rulers Ashoka and Rudradaman, has an 
inscription engraved on the orders of Skandagupta's governor Parnadatta. The inscription states that 
Skandagupta appointed governors of all provinces, including Parnadatta as the governor of 
Surashtra. 

5. Skandagupta issued five types of gold coins: Archer type, King and queen type, Chhatra type, Lion-
slayer type and Horseman type. 

6. His silver coins are of four types: Garuda type, Bull type, Altar type and Madhyadesha type. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 Guru Ravidas 
What to study? 
For Prelims and mains: Contributions and significant role in Bhakti movement. 
 
Context: Yielding to the protests against the Supreme Court-directed demolition of a Guru Ravidas temple in 
south Delhi, the Centre has agreed to allot the same site to the devotees to construct a new temple. 
 
Who is Guru Ravidas? 

1. He was a poet and saint of the Bhakti movement. 
2. .ƻǊƴ ƛƴ ±ŀǊŀƴŀǎƛ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨǳƴǘƻǳŎƘŀōƭŜΩ ƭŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǘŀƴƴŜǊǎ ŎŀǎǘŜΦ 
3. He is believed to be a disciple of the bhakti saint-poet Ramananda and a contemporary of the bhakti 

saint-poet Kabir. 
4. One of his famous disciples was the saint, Mirabai. 
5. Ravidas' devotional songs were included in the Sikh scriptures, Guru Granth Sahib. 
6. The Panch Vani text of the Dadupanthi tradition within Hinduism also includes numerous poems of 

Ravidas.  
7. Ravidas taught removal of social divisions of caste and gender, and promoted unity in the pursuit of 

personal spiritual freedoms. 
8. !ƳƻƴƎ wŀǾƛŘŀǎΩǎ ƳƻǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άBegampuraέΣ ŀ Ŏƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ 

knows no sorrow; and a society where caste and class have ceased to matter. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 Vishwa Shanti Stupa 
What to study? 
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For Prelims: About Vishwa Shanti Stupas- significance, key facts on Rajgir. 
For Mains: Teachings of Buddha and Mahaveer- significance. 
 
Context: Golden Jubilee of Vishwa Shanti Stupa in Rajgir. 
 
About Vishwa Shanti Stupa (World peace pagoda): 

¶ Constructed atop the Ratnagiri Hill, it is ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǇŜŀŎŜ ǇŀƎƻŘŀΦ 

¶ Conceptualised by neo-Buddhist organisation Nipponzan Myohoji and built by Japanese monk Fujii 
Guruji. 

¶ Built completely with marble, the stupa comprises four golden statues of Lord Buddha with each 
representing his life periods of birth, enlightenment, preaching and death. 

¶ There are 7 Peace Pagoda or Shanti Stupas in India, other Stupas are Global Vipassana Pagoda 
Mumbai, Deekshabhoomi Stupa Nagpur and Buddha Smriti Park Stupa Patna.  

 
About Rajgir: 

¶ The first Buddhist Council, immediately after the Mahaparinirvana of Lord Buddha, was convened at 
this place which presently is called Rajgir. 

¶ It was at the Gridhakuta, the hill of the vultures, where Buddha made Bimbisara convert to Buddhism. 

¶ Rajgir is also known as Panchpahari as it is surrounded by five holy hills. 

¶ The legend has it that the ancient city Rajagriha existed even before Lord Buddha attained 
enlightenment. It was the ancient capital city of the Magadh rulers until the 5th century BC when 
Ajatashatru moved the capital to Pataliputra (which is now known as Patna). 

¶ Lord Mahavira too spent 14 years of his life at Rajgir and nearby areas. 
 
Sources: pib. 
 

 Kartarpur Sahib Corridor Agreement 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: Location and significance of the corridor, issues involved in its construction. 
 
Context: India signs the Kartarpur Sahib Corridor Agreement with Pakistan. 
The Agreement lays down a formal framework for operationalisation of the Kartarpur Sahib Corridor. 
 
The highlights of the Agreement are: 

1. Indian pilgrims of all faiths and persons of Indian origin can use the corridor; 
2. The travel will be Visa Free; 
3. Pilgrims need to carry only a valid passport; 
4. Persons of Indian Origin need to carry OCI card along with the passport of their country; 
5. The Corridor is open from dawn to dusk. Pilgrims travelling in the morning will have to return on the 

same day; 
6. The Corridor will be operational throughout the year, except on notified days, to be informed in 

advance; 
7. Pilgrims will have a choice to visit as individuals or in groups, and also to travel on foot; 
8. India will send the list of pilgrims to Pakistan 10 days ahead of travel date. Confirmation will be sent to 

pilgrims 4 days before the travel date; 
9. ¢ƘŜ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴ ǎƛŘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀǎǎǳǊŜŘ LƴŘƛŀ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ Ψ[ŀƴƎŀǊΩ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨtǊŀǎŀŘΩΦ 
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What is the άKartarpur Corridorέ project? 
The corridor ς often dubbed as the άRoad to Peaceέ ς will connect 
Gurdwara Darbar Sahib in PakistanΩs Kartarpur with Dera Baba 
Nanak shrine in IndiaΩs Gurdaspur district. 
  
The shrine and itΩs significance: 

¶ The gurdwara in Kartarpur stands on the bank of the Ravi, 
about 120 km northeast of Lahore. 

¶ It was here that Guru Nanak assembled a Sikh 
community and lived for 18 years until his death in 1539. 

¶ The shrine is visible from the Indian side, as Pakistani 
authorities generally trim the elephant grass that would 
otherwise obstruct the view. 

¶ Indian Sikhs gather in large numbers for darshan from the Indian side, and binoculars are installed at 
Gurdwara Dera Baba Nanak. 

 
Sources: pib. 
 

 Paramahansa Yogananda 
What to study? 
For Prelims and mains: About Yogananda, his teachings and Kriya Yoga. 
 
Context: Finance Minister Releases Commemorative Coin on Paramahansa Yogananda to Mark his 125th Birth 
Anniversary.  
 
About Paramahansa Yogananda: 

1. Born in 1893, he was an Indian monk, yogi and guru who introduced millions to 
the teachings of meditation and Kriya Yoga through his organization Self-
Realization Fellowship (SRF) /  Yogoda Satsanga Society (YSS) of India. 

2. He is considered as the "Father of Yoga in the West." 
3. He was the first major Indian teacher to settle in America, and the first prominent 

Indian to be hosted in the White House. 
4. He published his book Autobiography of a Yogi in 1946. 

 
What is Kriya Yoga? 
¢ƘŜ άǎŎƛŜƴŎŜέ ƻŦ YǊƛȅŀ ¸ƻƎŀ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¸ƻƎŀƴŀƴŘŀΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎΦ 
YǊƛȅŀ ¸ƻƎŀ ƛǎ άunion (yoga) with the Infinite through a certain action or rite (kriya). 

¶ The Kriya Yogi mentally directs his life energy to revolve, upward and downward, around the six spinal 
centers (medullary, cervical, dorsal, lumbar, sacral, and coccygeal plexuses) which correspond to the 
twelve astral signs of the zodiac, the symbolic Cosmic Man. 

¶ One-half minute of revolution of energy around the sensitive spinal cord of man effects subtle progress 
in his evolution; that half-minute of Kriya equals one year of natural spiritual unfoldment.  

 
Sources: pib. 
 

 Tipu Sultan 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Contributions of Tipu. 
For Mains: A critical analysis of Controversies surrounding, what is the way out? 
 
Context: Karnataka Chief Minister B.S. Yediyurappa has dropped hints that lessons on Tipu Sultan may be 
ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘŀǘŜ ǎȅƭƭŀōǳǎ ǘŜȄǘōƻƻƪǎΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ άǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘΦέ 
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Concerns: 
¢ƘŜ άǊŜƳƻǾŀƭέ ƻŦ ¢ƛǇǳ ŦǊƻƳ ǘŜȄǘōƻƻƪǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ ŀƭǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ history of early modern India, and make 
invisible one of the key individuals in the society and politics of South India in the second half of the 18th 
ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘ LƴŘƛŀ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǿŀǎ ǊŀǇƛŘƭȅ ŜȄǇŀƴŘƛƴƎ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ Ŏƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ ŦƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ 
 
Background: 
The controversy surrounding Tipu Sultan, the 18th century ruler of Mysore, has emerged in Karnataka once 
again. Previously, it was over the celebrations of his Jayanti and now over lessons related to him in the text 
books. 
 
Who was Tipu Sultan? 
He was a ruler of the Kingdom of Mysore and the eldest son of Sultan Hyder Ali of Mysore. 
In the wider national narrative, Tipu has so far been seen as a man of imagination and courage, a brilliant 
military strategist who, in a short reign of 17 years, mounted the most serious challenge the Company faced in 
India. 
 
Contributions of Tipu Sultan: 

1. Fought the first Anglo-Mysore War (1767-69) at the age of 17 and subsequently, against the Marathas 
and in the Second Anglo-Mysore War (1780-84).  

2. He fought Company forces four times during 1767-99 and was killed defending his capital 
Srirangapatnam in the Fourth Anglo Mysore War. 

3. Tipu reorganised his army along European lines, using new technology, including what is considered 
the first war rocket. 

4. Devised a land revenue system based on detailed surveys and classification, in which the tax was 
imposed directly on the peasant, and collected through salaried agents in cash, ǿƛŘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ 
resource base. 

5. Modernised agriculture, gave tax breaks for developing wasteland, built irrigation infrastructure and 
repaired old dams, and promoted agricultural manufacturing and sericulture. Built a navy to support 
trade. 

6. Commissioned ŀ άǎǘŀǘŜ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴέ to set up factories. 
 
Why there are so many controversies surrounding him? 

1. There are concerns raised against Tipu Sultan on nearly every historical figure, perspectives differ. 
2. Haider and Tipu had strong territorial ambitions, and invaded and annexed territories outside Mysore. 

In doing so, they burnt down entire towns and villages, razed hundreds of temples and churches, and 
forcibly converted Hindus. 

3. The historical record has Tipu boasting about having forced άƛƴŦƛŘŜƭǎέ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘ ǘƻ LǎƭŀƳΣ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ 
having destroyed their places of worship. 

4. The disagreement thŜƴΣ ƛǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƛƎŜǊ ƻŦ aȅǎƻǊŜέ ŀǎ ŀ ōǳƭǿŀǊƪ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 
colonialism and a great son of Karnataka, and those who point to his destruction of temples and forced 
conversions of Hindus and Christians to accuse him of tyranny and fanaticism. 

 
Conclusion and way ahead: 
Placing a personality in binary terms, i.e. extreme good or bad is neither rational nor progressive. 

¶ Historical perspectives should be critically analysed only to study from the past so as to live in a better 
present and build a better tomorrow. 

¶ Attempts to see such narratives in political, communal or religious lines to create divisions in society 
should be vehemently opposed. 

¶ It is improper to judge figures of the past by canons of the present. History should be used to teach 
people about tolerance and brotherhood rather than dividing based on communal lines. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
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Topics: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the  
present- significant events, personalities, issues. 

 Veer Savarkar 
What to study? 
For Prelims and mains: Contributions and role in freedom struggle. 
 
Context: Had it not been for Vinayak Damodar Savarkar, the 1857 uprising would have been viewed through 
the lens of the British, Union Home Minister Amit Shah said recently. 
 
Who is Veer Savarkar? 

1. .ƻǊƴ ƻƴ aŀȅ нуΣ мууо ƛƴ .ƘŀƎǳǊΣ ŀ Ŏƛǘȅ ƛƴ aŀƘŀǊŀǎƘǘǊŀΩǎ bŀǎƘƛƪΦ 
2. In his teenage, Savarkar formed a youth organization. Known as Mitra Mela, this organization was put 

into place to bring in national and revolutionary ideas. 
3. He was against foreign goods and propagated the idea of Swadeshi. In 1905, he burnt all the foreign 

goods in a bonfire on Dussehra. 
4. He championed atheism and rationality and also disapproved orthodox Hindu belief. In fact, he even 

dismissed cow worship as superstitious. 
5. In his book, The History of the war of Indian Independence, Savarkar wrote about the guerilla warfare 

tricks used in 1857 Sepoy Mutiny.  
6. The book was banned by Britishers, but Madam Bhikaji Cama published the book in Netherlands, 

Germany and France, which eventually reached many Indian revolutionaries. 
7. He was arrested in 1909 on charges of plotting an armed revolt against the Morle-Minto reform. 
8. He also Worked on abolishment of untouchability in Ratnagiri. Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar also compared 

his work to Lord Buddha. 
9. He founded the two-ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜƻǊȅ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ōƻƻƪ ΨIƛƴŘǳǘǾŀΩ calling Hindus and Muslims two separate 

nations. In 1937, Hindu Mahasabha passed it as a resolution. 
10. It was in year 1964, when Savarkar declared his wish to attain Samadhi and started hunger-strike on 

February 1, 1966 and passed away on February 26, 1966. He believed that his purpose of life is solved 
as India has gained Independence. 

11. In 2002, Port Blair airport at Andaman and Nicobar's Island was renamed after Veer Savarkar 
International Airport. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

 Azad Hind Government 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: Particulars of Azad Hind Government- objectives, accomplishments and other related 
key facts. 
 
Context: 76th anniversary of the formation of Azad Hind Government on 21st October, 2019. 
 
About Azad Hind Government: 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose had announced the establishment of the provisional government of Azad Hind in 
occupied Singapore in 1943. 

1. Known as Arzi Hukumat-e-Azad Hind, it was supported by the Axis powers of Imperial Japan, Nazi 
Germany, the Italian Social Republic, and their allies. 

2. With this, Bose had launched a struggle to free India from British rule under the banner of the 
provisional government-in exile during the latter part of the Second World War. 

 
Why was it set up? 
Bose was convinced that armed struggle was the only way to achieve independence for India. Under his 
provisional government, the Indians living abroad had been united.  
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The Indian National Army drew ex- prisoners and thousands of civilian volunteers from the Indian expatriate 
population in Malaya (present-day Malaysia) and Burma (now Myanmar). 
  
The formation: 
October 21, 1943: Announced the setting up of the provisional government on the battlefield of Singapore 
which was once the bulwark of the British Empire. 
Under the provisional government: 

1. Bose was the head of the state, the prime minister and the minister for war and foreign affairs.  
2. Captain Lakshmi headeŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΦ 
3. S A Ayer headed the publicity and propaganda wing. 
4. Rash Behari Bose was designated as the supreme advisor. 

The provisional government was also formed in the Japanese-occupied Andaman and Nicobar Islands. The 
islands were reoccupied by the British in 1945. 
 
How it came to an end? 
.ƻǎŜΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǿŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ȊŀŘ IƛƴŘ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ {ŜŎƻƴŘ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊΣ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ мфпр ǿƛǘƘ 
the defeat of the Axis powers. 
  
Sources: pib. 
 

 Taanaji Malusare and the Battle of Singhagad 
What to study? 
CƻǊ tǊŜƭƛƳǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǎΥ !ōƻǳǘ ¢ŀŀƴŀƧƛΣ ǘƘŜ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎΦ 
 
Context: A Bollywood movie is being made based on Subedar Taanaji Malusare. 
 
Who was Tanaaji Malusare? 

¶ He was a Maratha military leader and a close aide of Chhatrapati Shivaji. 

¶ Hailing from the Malusare clan, Taanaji is popularly remembered for the Battle of Singhagad that took 
place in the year 1670. 

¶ In the battle, Taanaji fought against Udaybhan Rathore, a formidable Rajput warrior, who was put in 
charge of Fort Kondhana (later named Singhagad) by Jai Singh. 

 
Battle of Singhagad, 1670: 
In the year 1665, the Treaty of Purandar was signed between Jai Singh and Shivaji. 
Amongst several demands, the treaty had required the Maratha ruler to give up Fort Kondhana to the Mughals. 
After it was taken over by the Mughals, the fort was guarded by Rajput, Pathan and Arab troop guards and 
was said to be impenetrable. 
¢Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǊŀƎŜŘ {ƘƛǾŀƧƛΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ Rajmata Jijabai. Upon knowing this, Shivaji entrusted 
Taanaji, the only man he could think of capable of reconquering the fort Kondhana at any cost. 
 
Outcomes of the battle: 

1. Even though the attack by Taanaji took the Mughals by surprise, the latter nonetheless outnumbered 
the Marathas. 

2. The two clashed for long. Malusare was gravely wounded in the fight and died. 
3. Enraged by the death of their general, the Marathas fought under the leadership of his brother, Suryaji 

Malusare, and eventually vanquished the enemy. 
4. The fort was renamed as {ƛƴƎƘŀƎŀŘ όƭƛƻƴΩǎ ŦƻǊǘύ by Shivaji to honour Tanaji. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
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The Freedom Struggle  ï its various stages and important contributors /contributions from 
different  parts  of the country.  

 Satnami Rebellion 
What to study? 
For Prelims and mains: Who are Satnamis? Why they revolted against Mughal Empire? Outcomes and 
significance. 
 
Who are Satnamis? 

1. Originally, they were a militant sect of Hindu Worshippers. 
2. CƻǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǎŀƛƴǘ ƴŀƳŜŘ άBirbhanέ ƛƴ мсрт ƛƴ bŀǊƴŀǳƭ ƛƴ IŀǊȅŀƴŀΦ  
3. The major religious activity of this sect is to chant and meditate the true names (Sat-Nam) of God, 

specially Rama and Krishna. 
4. This sect is thought to be an offshoot of Ravidasi sect and comprised of lower strata of the Hindu 

society, particularly, leather workers, sweepers, carpenters, Goldsmiths etc.  
5. The followers of this sect kept their heads shaven (thus called Mundiyas) and abstained from liquor and 

meat.  
6. The religious granth of the Satnamis is called Pothi. 

 
The revolt of 1672: 

1. In 1672, they rebelled against the mighty Mughal Empire. 
2. The revolt triggered when a Mughal soldier killed a Satnami. The Satnamis killed the soldier in revenge 

and in turn Mughal soldiers were sent. 
3. Satnamis attacked Narnaul, the main township in the area and destroyed the Mughal garrison. They 

even set up their own administration.  
4. Next, they marched towards Shahjahanabad (old Delhi), armed with the latest European-designed 

muskets that their leader had taught them to make.  
5. The rebellion was crushed when Aurangzeb himself took personal command and sent 10,000 troops 

with artillery to crush the Satnamis. 
 
Other reasons for the revolt: 
The killing of the youth may have been the immediate trigger, the reasons for the revolt were to do with the 
growth of the Satnami sect. The entrenched caste structure of the era forced marginalised groups to join the 
fold and they protested against the high taxation policies. Their rise was seen as a threat by the supporters of 
the Mughal administration, the upper castes. 
 
Conclusion: 
Though the Satnami rebellion was crushed, its memory endures to this day. That a group of marginalised people 
fought the systemic oppression in society, established a new community and defended it. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

Topics: Role of women and womenôs organization . 

 Kanyashree scheme 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Key features of the Scheme. 
For Mains: Significance and performance of the scheme. 
 
Context: The state government of West Bengal is setting up Kanyashree University in Nadia district and 
Kanyashree colleges across the state so as to empower girls.  
 
About Kanyashree scheme: 
What is it? Kanyashree is a conditional cash transfer scheme aiming at improving the status and wellbeing of 
the girl child by incentivising schooling of teenage girls and delaying their marriages until the age of 18. It 
received the United Nations Public Service Award last year. 
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Performance of the scheme: Through the initiative, cash was deposited into the bank account of girls for every 
ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ǳƴƳŀǊǊƛŜŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ άŘǊŀǎǘƛŎ ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƳŀǊriage, 
ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊƳŜƴǘΦέ 
 
Facts for prelims: 
The United Nations, in 2017, awarded the West Bengal government the first place for Public Service for its 
άYŀƴȅŀǎƘǊŜŜέ ǎŎƘŜƳŜΦ 
 
Sources: the hindu. 
 

 Kanya Sumangala Yojana 
What to study? 
For Prelims and mains: Key features and significance of the programme. 
 
Context: Kanya Sumangala Yojana to be launched for girl child in UP. 
 
Key features: 

1. It will provide a fund worth Rs 15000 to every family where a girl child is born. The amount will be 
released to the family in a phased manner. 

2. The scheme has been designed in a way that the parents will have to take proper care of the girl child 
with respect to her health and education and other aspects, in order to get the benefit. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

Topics: Population and associated issues, poverty and developmental issues. 

 Global Hunger Index 
What to study? 
For Prelims: GHI- key facts, Performance of India and other countries. 
For Mains: GHI- findings on India, concerns and challenges, remedies. 
 
Context: The 2019 Global Hunger Index report has been released.  
The GHI ranks countries on a 100-point scale, with 0 being the best score (no hunger) and 100 being the worst. 
Values less than 10 reflect low hunger, values from 20 to 34.9 indicate serious hunger; values from 35 to 49.9 
are alarming; and values of 50 or more are extremely alarming. 
 
What is Global Hunger Index? 
The report is a peer-reviewed publication released annually by Welthungerhilfe and Concern Worldwide. 
The GHI scores are based on a formula that captures three dimensions of hungerτinsufficient caloric intake, 
child undernutrition, and child mortalityτusing four component indicators: 

1. UNDERNOURISHMENT: the share of the population that is under-nourished, reflecting insufficient 
caloric intake 

2. CHILD WASTING: the share of children under the age of five who are wasted (low weight-for-height), 
reflecting acute undernutrition. 

3. CHILD STUNTING: the share of children under the age of five who are stunted (low height-for-age), 
reflecting chronic undernutrition. 

4. CHILD MORTALITY: the mortality rate of children under the age of five. 
 
Key findings: 
Global scenario: 

1. The report is topped by Central African Republic. 
2. It is becoming difficult to feed the world due to climate change. 
3. While there has been progress in reducing hunger, but the gains are now being threatened and severe 

hunger persists in many regions across the world. 
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4. Multiple countries have higher hunger levels now than in 2010, and approximately 45 countries are set 
to fail to achieve low levels of hunger by 2030. 

5. !ƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ммт ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΣ по ƘŀǾŜ άǎŜǊƛƻǳǎέ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ ƘǳƴƎŜǊΦ The Central African Republic is in the 
άŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ŀƭŀǊƳƛƴƎέ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƴƎŜǊ ƛƴŘŜȄΦ 

6. The Global Hunger Index recommends various steps the countries could take to tackle this serious 
problem: Prioritizing resilience among the most vulnerable groups, better response to disasters, 
addressing inequalities, action to mitigate climate change are among measures suggested in the report. 

 
LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǊŀƴƪƛƴƎΥ 

1. India ranked 102 on the index among 
117 qualifying countries with a score 
of 30.3. Even North Korea, Niger, 
Cameroon fared better than India. 

2. India bagged the top spot in child 
wasting rate in the world with an 
increase of 4.3 percentage points in 
nine years. 

3. Around 90 per cent of children aged 
between 6 and 23 months in the 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƎŜǘ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ 
required food. 

4. Despite the Swachh Bharat 
campaign, open defecation is still 
practiced in India. It jeopardises the 
ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŜƭȅ 
ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƎǊƻwth and their 
ability to absorb nutrients. 

 
Concerns for India: 

1. These findings point at a serious food 
ŎǊƛǎƛǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǿŀǎǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ άŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ƳƻǊǘŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƳƻƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŦƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ 
of acute significant food shortage and/or disease. 

2. LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƘǳƴƎŜǊ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ƭŀǊƎŜ 
population. 

3. The data shows that India's poor scores were pulling down South Asia to a point where it does worse 
than even sub-Saharan Africa. 

 
What needs to be done? 
In India, to combat the malnutrition levels both immediate and long term interventions are needed. 

1. Around 85 to 90% of wasting can be managed at the community level.  
2. Now, the nutritional rehabilitation centres are coming up across the country. It can help in taking care 

of the institutional needs of the children who are already malnourished.  
3. But to prevent it from happening, mothers need to be educated about nutrition at anganwadis, access 

to clean drinking water and sanitation has to be ensured, and livelihood security is needed. 
4. However, for immediate intervention, nutritional formulation needs to be made available at 

community level. 
5. The government can utilise the existing network of public distribution system, have the self-help 

groups prepare packaged, portioned nutritional formulations to help the moderately malnourished 
before wasting happens. 

 
Sources: the Hindu.  
 
Mains Question: Why despite India being a large agricultural country a large population is 
malnourished? Discuss in detail the reasons and challenges associated with malnutrit ion in 
India. 
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 What is a Randomised Controlled Trial? 
What to study? 
For Prelims and mains: What is RTC? Why is it used, significance and criticisms. 
 
Context: The new Economics Nobel laureates - Abhijit Banerjee, Esther Duflo and Michael Kremer - are 
considered to be instrumental in using randomised controlled trials to test the effectiveness of various policy 
interventions to alleviate poverty. 
 
What is a randomised controlled trial? 
It is an experiment that is designed to isolate the influence that a certain intervention or variable has on an 
outcome or event.  
 
Why is randomised controlled trial so popular? 

1. At any point in time, there are multiple factors that work in tandem to influence various social events.  
2. RCTs allow economists and other social science researchers to isolate the individual impact that a 

certain factor alone has on the overall event.  
3. For instance, ǘƻ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘƛǊƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΣ 

researchers must control for the effect that other factors such as intelligence, nutrition, climate, 
economic and social status etc., which may also influence learning outcomes to various degrees, have 
on the final event.  

4. Randomised controlled trials promise to overcome this problem through the use of randomly picked 
samples. 

 
Significance: 
Many development economists believe that RCTs can help governments to find, in a thoroughly scientific way, 
the most potent policy measures that could help end poverty rapidly.  
 
Criticisms of randomised controlled trials: 
As per economist Angus Deaton, who won the economics Nobel Prize in 2015, "Understanding and 
misunderstanding randomised control trials" that simply choosing samples for an RCT experiment in a random 
manner does not really make these samples identical in their many characteristics. While two randomly chosen 
samples might turn out to be similar in some cases, he argued, there are greater chances that most samples 
are not really similar to each other.  
Other economists argue that social science research, including research in the field of development economics, 
may be inherently unsuited for such controlled research since it may be humanly impossible to control for 
multiple factors that may influence social events. 
 
Sources: the Hindu.  
 

Topics: Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, 
cyclone etc., geographical features and their location - changes in critical geographical 
features (including water -bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such 
changes. 

 Ozone hole 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: About Ozone hole, how it is formed, ozone layer, CFCs and measures to prevent. 
 
Context: During September and October, the annual ozone hole over the Antarctic reached its peak extent of 
16. 4 million sq km on September 8, then shrank to less than 10 million sq km. This has been the smallest 
observed since 1982. NASA has described it as great news for the Southern Hemisphere. 
 
²Ƙȅ ƛǘΩǎ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΚ 
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There have been abnormal weather patterns in the atmosphere over Antarctica. In warmer temperatures like 
ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŦŜǿŜǊ ǇƻƭŀǊ ǎǘǊŀǘƻǎǇƘŜǊƛŎ ŎƭƻǳŘǎ ŦƻǊƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǇŜǊǎƛǎǘ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎΣ ƭƛƳƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻȊƻƴŜ-depletion 
process. 
 
What is ozone layer? 
A layer of ozone envelops the Earth and keeps 
damaging ultraviolet, or UV, radiation from reaching 
ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǘΩǎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜΦ 
The ozone layer exists mainly in the stratosphere, a 
layer of the atmosphere that reaches from 10 to 50 
kilometers (abƻǳǘ с ǘƻ ол ƳƛƭŜǎύ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ 
surface. 
 
What is ozone hole? 
The ozone hole is a region of depleted layers of ozone 
above the Antarctic region, whose creation is linked to 
increased cases of skin cancer. 
Manufactured chemicals deplete the ozone layer. Each 
spring over Antarctica, atmospheric ozone is destroyed 
by chemical processes. This creates the ozone hole, which occurs because of special meteorological and 
chemical conditions that exist in that region. 
 
Factors responsible for the depletion of ozone: 
Depletion of ozone is due to many factors, the most dominant of which is the release of chlorine from CFCs 
(Chlorofluorocarbons) which destroys the ozone. CFCs are released by products such as hairsprays, old 
refrigerators etc. 
 
Sources: Indian Express. 
 

 El Niño 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: ENSO- El Nino and La Nia- causes, effects and impacts, global climate change and 
ENSO cycle. 
 
Context: In a new study, researchers have found that because of climate change, extreme El Niño events are 
likely to become more frequent. 
 
Key findings: 

¶ There is a shift in El Niño behaviour since the late 1970s. 

¶ All events beginning in the eastern Pacific occurred prior to that time, while all events originating in the 
western-central Pacific happened since then. 

¶ Therefore, climate change effects have shifted the El Niño onset location from the eastern Pacific to 
the western Pacific, and caused more frequent extreme El Niño events. 

 
What is El Nino? 
El Nino is a climatic cycle characterised by high air pressure in the Western Pacific and low air pressure in the 
eastern. 
During this event, there is a warming of the sea surface temperature in the eastern and central equatorial 
Pacific Ocean. 
It is one phase of an alternating cycle known as El Niño Southern Oscillation (ENSO). 
 
What causes El Nino? 
El Nino sets in when there is anomaly in the pattern. 
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1. The westward-blowing trade winds weaken along the Equator and due to changes in air pressure, the 
surface water moves eastwards to the coast of northern South America. 

2. The central and eastern Pacific regions warm up for over six months and result in an El Nino condition. 
 
Impact: 

1. The temperature of the water could rise up to 10 degrees Fahrenheit above normal. 
2. Warmer surface waters increase precipitation and bring above-normal rainfall in South America, and 

droughts to Indonesia and Australia. 
3. Favours eastern Pacific hurricanes and tropical storms. Record and unusual rainfall in Peru, Chile and 

Ecuador are linked to the climate pattern. 
4. Reduces upwelling of cold water, decreasing the uplift of nutrients from the bottom of the ocean. This 

affects marine life and sea birds. The fishing industry is also affected. 
5. A recent WHO report on the health consequences of El Nino forecasts a rise in vector-borne diseases, 

including those spread by mosquitoes, in Central and South America. Cycles of malaria in India are also 
linked to El Nino. 

 
Sources: Indian Express. 
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