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GENERAL STUDAS

Topics: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and
Architecture from ancient to modern times.

1. Chalukydynasty

What to study?
ForPrelims: Recent findings and their significance, Chalggraad, ruling, key features and cultural
contributions.

Context Inscriptions found on an ancient temple at Huligemmana Kolla lhattadakalu in Karnatakandicate
that the place may have oncesbn the royal burial site of the Chalukya dynasty.

Background
There are eleven temples with lingas and a tower developed during the Chalukya dynasty and another linga
without the tower, which has an inscription on it stating that it served as the funecasketbearing shrine of
Vikramadityall. This inscription claims the spot served as a royal burial site.

Popular belief was that these temples are a depiction ofttbly Jyotirlinga. It is now found that these temples
are nothing but thegraves of theChalukyan royal family.

Who are Chalukyas?
Ancient dynasty who ruled large partssafuthernand central

Indiabetweenthe 6th and the 12th centuries e
During this period, they ruled as three related yet individual
dynasties: \ f
1. The earliest dynasty, known as the "Badami Chalukyas", Z
ruled from Vatapi (moderBadami) from the middle of the '

6th century.

2. After the death of Pulakeshilh, the Eastern
Chalukyavecame an independent kingdom in the L
easternDeccan. They ruled froMengiuntil about the 11th : {
century.

3. TheWestern Chalukyas, of 10th century ruled from Kalya
(modernBasavakalyan) until the end of the 12th century.

=t

P

Art and Architecture:
They built cave temples depicting both religious and secular
themes. The temples hadehutiful mural paintings also.

1. The temples under the Chalukyas are a good exampleeo¥esara style of architecturélhis is also
called the Deccan style or Karnataka Dravida or Chalukyan style. It is a combination of Dravida and
Nagara styles.

2. Pattadakkal: is a UNESCO World Heritage site. There are ten templeg BareNagara style and 6 in
Dravida style. Virupaksha temple and Sangameshwara Temple are in Dravida style. Papanatha tenjple i
in Nagara style.

Facts for prelims:
1. Pattadakal is a complex of 7th and 8th centuryHtluand Jaintemples in northerrKarnataka.
2. Located on the west bank of thdalaprabhaRiver.
3. The monument is a protected site under Indian law and is managed birtt@eological Survey of
India(ASI).
4. Other names this place was known by were Kisuvolal meaning "valley of red soil", Raktapura meaning
"city of red", and Pattad#isuvolal meaning "red soil valley for coronation"”.

Sources: the Hindu.
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2. Skandagupta
What to study?
For Prelims and mains: Hisgacy, contributions and inscriptions.

Context Union home ministeAmit Shatrecently inaugurated an international seminar on the roléafpta
dynasty emperor Skandaguptat Banaras Hindu University VaranasiExtolling the greatness of Skandagupta,
Shah said history has been unfair to Gupta period rulers.

The Gupta period is known as the golden period of ancient Indian historgleartiagupta Vikramaditya is
known as the Saviour of India as he successfully fought the battle against the invading.Huns

Who is Skandagupta?

1. He ascended the throne in 455 AD and ruled till 467 AD.

2. During the 12 year rule, he not only defended the great culture of India but also from external
aggression and defeated the Hui&hitari pillar inscription) who hadinvaded India from the north
west.

3. By defeating Pushyamitraduring his initial years of ascendancy, Skandagupta proved his ability to r
and took upon himself the title of Vikramaditya.

4. The Junagadh rockyhich contains inscription of the earlier rulefshoka and Rudradaman, has an
inscription engraved on the orders of Skandagupta's governor Parnadaainscription states that
Skandagupta appointed governors of all provinces, including Parnadatta as the governor of
Surashtra.

5. Skandagupta issued fiviypes of gold coinsArcher type, King and queen type, Chhatra type,Lion
slayer type and Horseman type.

6. His silver coins are of four type&aruda type, Bull type, Altar type and Madhyadesha type.

Sources: the Hindu.

3. Guru Ravidas
What to study?
ForPrelims and mains: Contributions and significant role in Bhakti movement.

Context Yielding to the protests against the Supreme Cdlingcted demolition ofa Guru Ravidas templé
south Delhi, the Centre has agreed to allot the same site to the devétesmnstruct a new temple.

Who is Guru Ravidas?
1. He was a poet and saint of tighakti movement.
2. .2NY AY I NIyl aar G2 GKS Wdzyi2dzOKFofSQ fSIFGKS
3. Heis believed to be a disciple of the bhakti sgioét Ramanandaand acontemporary of the bhak

saint-poet Kabir.

One of his famous disciples was the sdifitabai.

5. Ravidas' devotional songs were included in the Sikh scriptGus; Granth Sahib.

6. ThePanch Vantext of the Dadupanthitradition within Hinduism also includes numerous poems of
Ravdas.

7. Ravidagaught removal of social divisions oasteand gender, and promoted unity in the pursuit of
personal spiritual freedoms.

8.1 Y2y3 wl SARFAQa Y2NIf FyR AyGStt Beyanyurd s DKOS
knows nosorrow; and a society where caste and class have ceased to matter.

B

Sources: the Hindu.

4. Vishwa Shanti Stupa
What to study?

www.insightsonindia.com 10 InsightslAS

e

NJ

@&


http://www.insightsonindia.com/

ForPrelims:About VishwaShantiStupas significance key facts on Rajgir.
ForMains: Teachingf Buddhaand Mahaveer significane.

Context GoldenJubileeof VishwaShantiStupain Rajgir.

About VishwaShantiStupa(World peacepagoda):

f Constructed atopthe Ratnagiri HillitisGi KS 62 NI RQa KAIKSadG LISFOS LI

1 Conceptualised bgeo-Buddhist organisatioNipponzan Myohoji anduilt by Japanese monk Fuijii
Guruiji.

1 Built completely with marblethe stupa comprises four golden statues of Lord Budavith each
representing his life periods of birth, enlightenment, preaching and death.

1 There are 7 Peace Pagoda or Shanti Stupas imlrather Stupas are Global Vipassana Pagoda
Mumbai, Deekshabhoomi Stupa Nagpur &@wtdha Smriti Park Stupa Patna.

About Rajgir:

1 Thefirst Buddhist Counciimmediately after thevlahaparinirvanaof Lord Buddha, was convened at
this place which presentig called Rajgir.

1 Itwas at theGridhakuta the hill of the vultures, where Buddha maBenbisaraconvert to Buddhism.

1 Rajgir is also known &anchpaharias it is surrounded by five holy hills.

1 The legend has it that the ancient cRajagrihaexisted een before Lord Buddha attained
enlightenment. It washe ancient capital city of the Magadh rulensntil the 5th century BC when
Ajatashatrumoved the capital tdataliputra (which is now known as Patna).

1 Lord Mahaviratoo spent 14 years of his life at B&jand nearby areas.

Sourcespib.

5. Kartarpur Sahib Corridor Agreement
What to study?
ForPrelimsand Mains: Locationand significanceof the corridor, issuesnvolvedin its construction.

Context Indiasignsthe Kartarpur SahibCorridorAgreementwith Pakistan.
TheAgreementlaysdown a formal framework for operationalisationof the Kartarpur SahibCorridor.

Thehighlights of the Agreementare:
1. Indian pilgrims of all faiths and persons of Indian origin can use the corridor;
2. The travel wi be Visa Free;
3. Pilgrims need to carry only a valid passport;
4. Persons of Indian Origin need to carry OCI card along with the passport of their country;
5. The Corridor is open from dawn to dusk. Pilgrims travelling in the morning will have to return on the
same day;
6. The Corridor will be operational throughout the year, except on notified days, to be informed in
advance;
Pilgrims will have a choice to visit as individuals or in groups, and also to travel on foot;
8. India will send the list of pilgrims to PakisthO days ahead of travel date. Confirmation will be sent to
pilgrims 4 days before the travel date;
9. ¢KS tlF{1Aaldly aARS KIFI& | &dad2NBR LYRAIF G2 YIS

N
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What is the dKartarpur Corridog project?
Thecorridor ¢ often dubbedasthe dRoadto Peacé ¢ will connect

GurdwaraDarbar Sahibin Pakistan@Kartarpurwith DeraBaba o g PAISTAN

Nanakshrinein India@Gurdaspurdistrict. \& P

Theshrineand it @significance: "-.“ e
f The gurdwara in Kartarpur stands on the bank of R@j BV oo s

about 120 km northeast of Lahore.
1 It was here thatGuru Nanak assembled a Sikh )
communityand lived for 18 years until his death in 1539. A— L
I The shrine is visible from the Indian side, as Pakistani
authorities generally trim the elephant grass that would
otherwise obstruct the view.

1 Indian Sikhs gather in large numbers for darshan from the Indian side, and binoculars are installed @t

Gurdwara Dera Baba Nanak.

Sourcespib.

6. Paramahansa Yogananda
What to study?
For Prelims and mains: About Yogananda, his teachings and Kriya Yoga.

Context Finance Minister Releases Commemorative CoiRaramahansa Yogananda to Mark his 125th Birth
Anniversary.

About Paramahansa Yogananda:

1. Bornin 1893, he waan Indianmonk, yogi and guru who introduced millions to
the teachings ofmeditationandKriya Yog#hrough his organizatioSelf
Realization Fellowship (SRFYogoda Satsanga Society (YSS) of India

2. Heis considered ake "Father ofYoga in the West."

3. He wadghe first major Indian teacher to settle in America, and the first prominen
Indian to be hosted in the White House.

4. He published his bookutobiography of a Yogin 1946.

What is Kriya Yoga? -
¢tKS aaOASyOSe 2dz/RNIERRY, 23 ,  2aAl yK$RFQa GSIF OKAy3
Y NA & | ynidndyogajwdth tige Infinite through a certain action or rite (kriya).

1 The Kriya Yogi mentally directs his life energy to revolve, upward and downward, around the six spi
centers (medullary, cervicalprsal, lumbar, sacral, and coccygeal plexuses) which correspond to the
twelve astral signs of the zodiac, the symbolic Cosmic Man.

1 Onehalf minute of revolution of energy around the sensitive spinal cord of man effects subtle progre
in his evolution; that halfminute of Kriya equals one year of natural spiritual unfoldment.

Sources: pib.

7. Tipu Sultan

What to study?

For Prelims: Contributions of Tipu.

For Mains: A critical analysis of Controversies surrounding, what is the way out?

Context Karnataka Chief Minister B.S. Yediyurappa has dropped hinEs that lessoimmidultanmay be
RNRLIJSR FTNRY {GFGS &adeftflrodza GSE(Go0221az aleéeiay3da i
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Concerns

¢CKS aNBY2@Fté 2F ¢ALdz TNRY biSdeibfoearlg mailernslidia, tand kg R |
invisible one of the key individuals in the society and politics of South India in the second half of the 18th
OSylGdaNEsX ¢gKSYy GKS 9Fad LYRAF /2YLIyeée ¢l & NILRKRE

Background
The controversy surrounding Tipu Sultan, the 18th century ruler of Mysore, has emerged in Karnataka once
again. Previously, it was over the celebrations of his Jayanti and now over lessons related to him in the texi
books.

Who was TipuSultan?
He wasa ruler of the Kingdom of Mysore and the eldest son of Sultan Hyder Ali of Mysore.
In the wider national narrative, Tipu has so far been seemmasn of imagination and courage, a brilliant

military strategistwho, in a short reign of 17 ges, mounted the most serious challenge the Company faced if

India.

Contributions of Tipu Sultan:

1. Foughtthe first AngloMysore War (1767%69) at the age of 17 and subsequently, against kM&rathas
and in the Second AngiMysore War (178684).

2. He foughtCompany force®our timesduring 176799 and was killed defending his capital
Srirangapatnam ithe Fourth Anglo Mysore War.

3. Tipureorganised his army along European linesing new technology, including what is considered
the first war rocket.

4. Devisedaland revenue systerbased on detailed surveys and classification, in wtiieltax was
imposed directly on the peasant, and collected through salaried agentsincash, RSy Ay 3 & K
resource base.

5. Modernised agriculture, gave tax breaks for develogimasteland, built irrigation infrastructure and
repaired old dams, and promoted agricultural manufacturing and sericultuBelilt a navyto support
trade.

6. Commissionei Gaidl S O2YYS MBetlpfact@iesNII2 NI (A 2y €

Why there are so many controvaes surrounding him?

1. There are concerns raised against Tipu Sultan on nearly every historical figure, perspectives differ.

2. Haider and Tipu had strong territorial ambitions, and invaded and annexed territories outside Mysor
In doing so, they burnt dowantire towns and villages, razed hundreds of temples and churches, and
forcibly converted Hindus.

3. The historical record has Tipu boasting about having foécédy T A RSt 4¢ (G2 02y @SN
having destroyed their places of worship.

4. Thedisagreement®y > Aa 0SG6SSy (K2aS gK2 aSS GKS dac¢A
colonialism and a great son of Karnataka, and those who poinistdestruction of temples and forced
conversions of Hindus and Christians to accuse him of tyranny and fanaticism.

Caclusion and way ahead:
Placing a personality in binary terms, i.e. extreme good or baeltiser rational nor progressive.
9 Historical perspectives should be critically analysed only to study from the past so as to live in a bet
present and build a bé&tr tomorrow.
1 Attempts to see such narratives in political, communal or religious lines to create divisions in society
should be vehemently opposed.
1 Itis improper to judge figures of the past by canons of the preséfistory should be used to teach
people about tolerance and brotherhood rather than dividing based on communal lines.

Sources: the Hindu.
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Topics: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the
present- significant events, personalities, issues.

1. Veer Savarkar
What to study?
For Prelims and mains: Contributions and role in freedom struggle.

Context Had it not been foWinayak Damodar Savarkathe 1857 uprising would have been viewed through
the lens ofthe British, Union Home Minister Amit Shah said recently.

Who is Veer Savarkar?
1. . 2Ny 2y al@& HyZ mMyyo AY . KIF3dNE | OAGE& Ay al|Kl
2. In his teenage, Savarkar formed a youth organization. Knowfitess Mela, this organization was put

into placeto bring in national and revolutionary ideas.

3. He wasagainst foreign goods and propagated the idea of Swade$hi1905, he burnt all the foreign
goods in a bonfire on Dussehra.

4. He championed atheism and rationality and also disapproved orthodox Hindi. belfact, he even
dismissed cow worship as superstitious.

5. In his book;The History of the war of Indian Independencavarkar wrote about the guerilla warfare
tricks used in 1857 Sepoy Mutiny.

6. The book was banned by Britishers, Madam Bhikaji Camaublishedthe book in Netherlands,
Germany and France, which eventually reached many Indian revolutionaries.

7. He was arrested in 1909 on charges of plotémgarmed revolt against the MorléMinto reform.

8. He also Worked on abolishment of untouchabilityRatnagiri. Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar also compared
his work to Lord Buddha.

9. Hefoundedhetwoy I G A2y (KS2NE A yallifgHadudad®Muslinkd tiioysdpamied | ¢
nations. In 1937, Hindu Mahasabha passed it as a resolution.

10. It was in year 1964, wheragarkar declared his wish &dtain Samadhi and started hungestrike on
February 1, 196@nd passed away on February 26, 1966. He believed that his purpose of life is solv
as India has gained Independence.

11. In 2002, Port Blair airport at Andaman and Niads Island was renamed after Veer Savarkar
International Airport.

NS

U
o

Sources: the Hindu.

2. Azad Hind Government

What to study?

For Prelims and Mains: Particulars of Azad Hind Governmehjectives, accomplishments and other related
key facts.

Context 76th anniversary of the formation of Azad Hind Governmemt 21st October, 2019.

About Azad Hind Government:
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose had announced the establishment of the provisional government of Azad Hipd in
occupied Singapore t943.
1. Known asArzi Hukumate-Azad Hindjt wassupported by the Axis powers of Imperial Japan, Nazi
Germany, the Italian Social Republic, and their allies.
2. With this, Bose had launched a struggle to free India from British rule under the banther of
provisional governmentin exile during the latter part of the Second World War.

Why was it set up?

Bose was convinced thatmed struggle was the only way to achieve independence for Indiader his
provisional governmenthe Indians living abroad had beemnited.

www.insightsonindia.com 14 InsightslAS
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The Indian National Army drew-gxrisoners and thousands of civilian volunteers from the Indian expatriate
population in Malaya (preserttay Malaysia) and Burma (now Myanmar).

The formation:
October 21, 1943Announced the setting up of the gvisional government on the battlefield of Singapore
which was once the bulwark of the British Empire.
Under the provisional government
1. Bose washe head of the state, the prime minister and the minister for war and foreign affairs.
2. Captain LakshmheadeR (G KS 62YSy Qa 2NHIyAal GA2Yy @
3. S A Ayeheaded the publicity and propaganda wing.
4. Rash Behari Boswas designated as the supreme advisor.
The provisional government was also formed in the Japanesapied Andaman and Nicobar Islands. The
islands were reoccued by the British in 1945.

How it came to an end?
.24SQ4 RSIGK gt+a &aSSy a GKS SyR G2 GKS 'TFR I A
the defeat of the Axis powers.

Sources: pib.

3. Taanaji Malusarand the Battle oSinghagad
What to study?
C2NJ t NBfAYa YR YIFIAYyay ! 02dzi ¢FlFylFr2aAz GKS ol Gif

Context A Bollywood movie is being made basedSutbedar Taanaji Malusare.

Who was Tanaaji Malusare?
1 He was aMaratha military leader and a close aide @&hhatrapati Shivaji.
1 Hailing from theMalusare clan,Taanaji is popularly remembered fibre Battle of Singhagadhat took
place in the year 1670.
1 Inthe battle, Taanaji fought against Udaybhan Rathore,formidable Rajput warrior, who was put in
charge ofFort Kondhana (later named Singhagad) by Jai Singh.

Battle of Singhagad, 1670:

In the year 1665the Treaty of Purandawas signed between Jai Singh and Shivaiji.

Amongst several demands, the treaty had required the Maratha ruler to givortKondhanao the Mughals.
After it was taken over by the Mughatke fort was guarded by Rajput, Pathan and Arab troop guards and
was said to be impenetrable.

¢KAa RSSLIX & RA&(dzND SR RdmatR Jij&ogi NdorakBawingd thisi Shivag dntudtedY 2
Taanaji, the only man he could think of capable of reconquering the fort Kondhana at any cost.

Outcomes of the battle:
1. Even though the attack by Taanaji took the Mughals by surprise, the latter nonetheless outnumbere
the Marathas.
2. The two clashed fdong. Malusare was gravely wounded in the fight and died.
3. Enraged by the death of their general, the Marathas fought under the leadership of his brathrgaji
Malusare,and eventually vanquished the enemy.
4. The fort was renamed gsA Y 3 K| 3| R by $Shivadity’d@our Tahajili 0

Sources: the Hindu.
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The Freedom Struggle T its various stages and important contributors /contributions from
different parts of the country.

1. Satnami Rebellion

What to study?

For Prelims and mains: Who are Sathamis? Wy revolted against Mughal Empire? Outcomes and
significance.

Who are Satnamis?

1. Originally, they wera militant sect of Hindu Worshippers.

2. C2dzy RSR o0& |[IBirbhdréA yAly yMcYpSTR Aay bl Ny I dzf Ay | F NBEF )

3. The major religious activity of this sectaschant and meditate the true names (S&tam) of God,
specially Rama and Krishna.

4. This sect ithought to be anoffshoot of Ravidasi se@ndcomprised of lower strata of the Hindu
society, particularly, leather workers, sweepers, carpenters, Goldsmiths et

5. The followers of this sect kept their heads shaven (thus cigadiyas) and abstained from liquor and
meat.

6. The religious granth of the Satnamis is cafedhi.

The revolt of 1672:

1. In 1672, they rebelled against the mighty Mughal Empire.

2. The revd triggered when a Mughal soldier killed a Sathami. The Satnamis killed the soldier in reven
and in turn Mughal soldiers were sent.

3. Satnamis attacked Narnaul, the main township in the area and destroyed the Mughal gartisgn.
even set up their own adimistration.

4. Next, they marched towards Shahjahanabad (old Delhi), armed with the latest Eurdpsigmed
muskets that their leader had taught them to make.

5. The rebellion wasrushed when Aurangzeb himself took personal commamdi sent 10,000 troops
with artillery to crush the Satnamis.

Other reasons for the revalt

The killing of the youth may have been the immediate trigger, the reasons for the revolt were to do with the
growth of the Satnami sect. The entrenched caste structure of the era forced marginalis@d gwgain the

fold and they protested against the high taxation policies. Their rise was seen as a threat by the supporters
the Mughal administration, the upper castes.

Conclusion
Though the Satnami rebellion was crushed, its memory endures todkisTthat a group of marginalised people
fought the systemic oppression in society, established a new community and defended it.

Sources: the Hindu.

Topics: Role of women and w 0 me rgasization .

1. Kanyashree scheme

What to study?

For Prelims: Kefgatures of the Scheme.

For Mains: Significance and performance of the scheme.

Context The state government of West Bengal is settindgkapyashree Universitin Nadia district and
Kanyashree colleges across the state so as to empower girls.

About Kanyashree scheme:

What is it?Kanyashree ia conditional cash transfer schenmaming at improving the status and wellbeing of
the girl child by incentivising schooling of teenage girls and delaying their marriages until the age of 18. It
received the UnitedNations Public Service Award last year.

www.insightsonindia.com 16 InsightslAS
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Performance of the schem&hrough the initiative, cash was deposited into the bank account of girls for ever
88N GKSe NBYFAYSR Ay a0OK22f IyR 6SNB dzy Yl henydh SR

AYONBFAaS Ay FSYIfS SRdzOFGA2Y |yR FSYIfS SYLR2 &SN

Facts for prelims:
The United Nations, in 2017, awarded the West Bengal governtheriirst place for Public Service for its
GYlFyeél aKNES¢é aO0OKSYSo

Sources: the hindu.

2. Kanya Sumanga¥ojana

What to study?
ForPrelimsand mains: Keyfeaturesand significanceof the programme.

Context KanyaSumangalaYojanato be launchedfor girl childin UP.

Keyfeatures:
1. It will provide a fund worth Rs 15000 to every family where a girl chiddris. The amount will be
released to the family in a phased manner.
2. The scheme has been designed in a way that the parents will have to take proper care of the girl ch
with respect to her health and education and other aspects, in order to get the thenef

Sourcesthe Hindu.

Topics: Population and associated issues, poverty and developmental issues.

1. Global Hunger Index

What to study?

For Prelims: GHkey facts, Performance of India and other countries.
For Mains: GHIFindings on Indiagoncerns and challenges, remedies.

Context The2019Global Hunger Indexeport has been released.
The GHI ranks countries on a 2p0int scale with 0 being the best score (no hunger) and 100 being the worst
Values less than 10 reflect low hunger, values from 20 to 34.9 indicate serious hunger; values from 35 to 4
are alarming; and values of 50 or more are extremely alarming.

What is GlobaHunger Index?
The reportis a peerreviewed publication released annually Bielthungerhilfe and Concern Worldwide.
The GHscores are based on a formula that captures three dimensions of hungesufficient caloric intake,
child undernutrition, and childnortalityt using four component indicators:
1. UNDERNOURISHMENHe share of the population that is undeourished, reflecting insufficient
caloric intake
2. CHILD WASTIN@e share of children under the age of five who are wasted (low wdmhheight),
reflecting acute undernutrition.
3. CHILD STUNTINtBe share of children under the age of five who are stunted (low hdighage),
reflecting chronic undernutrition.
4. CHILD MORTALITiMe mortality rate of children under the age of five.

Key findings:
Global £enario:
1. The report igopped by Central African Republic.
2. Itis becoming difficult to feed the world due to climate change.
3. While there has been progress in reducing hunger, but the gains are now being threatened and sev
hunger persists in many regioasross the world.

www.insightsonindia.com 17 InsightslAS
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4. Multiple countries have higher hunger levels now than in 2010, and approximately 45 countries are set
to fail to achieve low levels of hunger by 2030.
5.1 Y2y3 GKS mmTt O2dzy i NAS&X riThe Ckritrad SfricanRephitfisandre ¢  { |S S
GSEGNBYSte FfIN¥aAy3ae §S@St Ay (GKS Kdzy3aISNJ AyR|SE
6. The Global Hunger Index recommends various steps the countries could take to tackle this serious
problem: Prioritizing resilience among the most vulnerable groups, better response to disasters,
addressing inequalities, action to mitigate climate change are among measures suggested in the report.
LYRAIFIQ& NIYylAYy3Y
1. Indiaranked 102on the index among
117 qualifying countries with a score INDIA WAS AT 93 IN 2015
of 30.3. Even North Korea, Niger, 2 Wi @ o B 2 I EL
Cameroon fared better than India. i o e —— ——— 3
2. India bagged the top spot ichild China 2 Brazil I3
) i . South Africa [N 59 South Africa IREG_—_———_ 60
wasting ratein the world with an SriLanka I 66 Sri Lanka I— 67
. . . Nepal |73 Nepal I 72
increase of 4.3 percentage points in Banglzdesh 188 I°{a7| Banglad(;sh =R 86 11'°{a9|
. Pakistan India
nine years. India =t?24 countries Pakistan =1(llg3 countries
3. Around 90 pecent of children aged 2017 2016
between 6 and 23 months in the e — o ———— %
O2dzy (NE R2y QU S|  omiSomm s S
required food. e e — 1
4. Despite the Swachh Bharat Bangladesh NN 3 Total pia 57 Total
campaignppen defecation is stil Palistan w106 i Brazi L th \C\y e
practiced in India It jeopardises the 2015 b :
Li2 Lidzt F §A2Y Q& KSI Russia Eem—
ol o i - oul rica g ~
A \_(_LJI- Ou a O\_Mth dndRthils y o —Tt | » 1
ability to absorb nutrients. SriLanka I 82
Bangladegh I 86
rots s | (107 R
Concerns for India: Brazil — |4 chiites ‘ low hunger
1. These findings point at a serious foo
ONR&aAa aAyOS glLadAay3a Aa al aA0GNRBy3I LINBRAOGZ2NI|2F
of acute significant food shortage and/oisdase.
2. LYRAI Q&4 KdzyISNJ AYyRAOIF(i2NAR KI @S | Kdz@S AYLI OG| 2
population.
3. The data shows that India's poor scores were pulling down South Asia to a point where it does worge

What needs to be done?

In India, to combat the malnutrition levels boitthmediate and long term interventions are needed.
1.
2.

3.

Sources: the Hindu.

Mains Question: Why despite India being a lamgricultural country a large population is
malnourished? Discuss in detail the reasons and challenges associated with malnutrition in

than even suSaharan Africa.

Around 85 to 90% of wasting can be managed at the community level.

Now, the nutritional rehabilitation centres are coming up across the country. It can help in taking care

of the institutional needs of the children who are already malnourished.

But to prevent it from happening, mothers need to be educated about nutrgiibanganwadis, access
to clean drinking water and sanitation has to be ensured, and livelihood security is needed.
However for immediate intervention,nutritional formulation needs to be made available at
community level.

Thegovernment can utilise thedsting network of public distribution systenhave the sethelp
groups prepare packaged, portioned nutritional formulations to help the moderately malnourished
before wasting happens.

India.
www.insightsonindia.com
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2. What is aRandomisedontrolled Trial?

What to study?
For Prelims and mains: What is RTC? Why is it used, significance and criticisms.

Context The new Economics Nobel laureatésbhijit Banerjee, Esther Duflo and Michael Krerere
considered to be instrumental in usingndomised controlled trialdo test the effectiveness of various policy
interventions to alleviate poverty.

What is a randomised controlled trial?
It is an experiment that is designedismlate the influence that a certain intervention or variable has on an
outcome or event.

Why is randomised controlled trial so popular?

1. Atany pointin time, there armultiple factors that work in tandem to influence various social events.

2. RCTs allow economists and other social science reseatohismate the individual impact that a
certain factor alone has on the overall event.

3. Forinstance{i 2 Y SI &adz2N3 (GKS AYLI OO GKFG KANARY3I Y2NB
researchers mst control for the effect that other factors such as intelligence, nutrition, climate,
economic and social status etc., which may also influence learning outcomes to various degrees, hg
on the final event.

4. Randomised controlled trials promise to overa®this problem through the use of randomly picked
samples.

Significance
Many development economists believe that RCTs can help governments to find, in a thoroughly scientific w
the most potent policy measures that could help end poverty rapidly.

Crticisms of randomised controlled trials:

As per economisfngus Deatonwho won the economics Nobel Prize in 2015, "Understanding and
misunderstanding randomised control trials" that simply choosing samples for an RCT experiment in a rang
manner does noteally make these samples identidaltheir many characteristics. While two randomly chosen
samples might turn out to be similar in some cases, he argued, there are greater chances that most sample
are not really similar to each other.

Other economistargue thatsocial science research, including research in the field of development economi¢

may be inherently unsuited for such controlled reseasihce it may be humanly impossible to control for
multiple factors that may influence social events.

Souces: the Hindu.

Topics: Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity,
cyclone etc., geographical features and their location - changes in critical geographical
features (including water -bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such
changes.

1. Ozone hole
What to study?
For Prelims and Mains: About Ozone hole, how it is formed, ozone layer, CFCs and measures to prevent.

Context During September and October, the annual ozone hole over the Amtaeeiched its peak extent of
16. 4 million sq km on September 8, then shrank to less than 10 million sg krha$tiieen the smallest
observed since 1982NASA has described it as great news for the Southern Hemisphere.

2 Kg AlQa avIiftf GKAa &SI NXK
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There hae been abnormal weather patterns in the atmosphere over Antarctica. In warmer temperatures like
GKAE @SEFENE FSOSNI LIREIN Aa0NI G2ALIKSNAO Of 2degktion T2 NI
process.

What is ozone layer?

A layer of ozone envelops the Earth dw®ps ) ' EXOSPHERE

damaging ultraviolet, or UV, radiation from reaching R i, _
fAGAY3I (GKAy3Ia 2y (GKS LI | ' i L pomse
The ozone layesxists mainly in the stratosphere ey LHEAMO FHER . :

layer of the atmosphere that reaches from 10 to 50
kilometers(@@ dzi ¢ (2 on YAf S&0
surface.

KARMANLINE

STRATOSPHER

12T050KM

What is ozone hole?
The ozone hole is a region of depleted layers of ozon ‘ SHETEEN
above the Antarctic region, whose creation is linked t J - o
increased cases of skin cancer. 1 Q‘I. \
Manufactured chemicals deplete the ozone lay&mach |
spring over Antarctica, atmospheric ozone is destroyed

by chemical processes. This creates the ozone hole, wbimlrs because of special meteorological and
chemical conditions that exist in that region.

| TROPOSHERE

Factors responsible for the depletion of @ze:

Depletion of ozone is due to many factoitse most dominant of which is the release of chlorine from CFCs
(Chlorofluorocarbonsyvhich destroys the ozone. CFCs are released by products such as hairsprays, old
refrigerators etc.

Sources: Indian Expres

2. El Nifio

What to study?

For Prelims and Mains: ENSBEI Nino and La Niacauses, effects and impacts, global climate change and
ENSO cycle.

Context In a new study, researchers have found thatause of climate change, extreme EIl Nifio events are
likely to become more frequent.

Key findings:
1 There is a shift in El Nifio behaviour since the late 1970s.
1

All events beginning in the eastern Pacific occurred prior to that time, while all events originating in {he

westerncentral Pacific happened sindaein.
1 Thereforeclimate change effects have shifted the El Nifio onset location from the eastern Pacific to
the western Pacific, and caused more frequent extreme El Nifio events.

What is EI Nino?

El Nino isa climatic cycle characterised by high air pressun the Western Pacific and low air pressure in the
eastern.

During this eventthere is a warming of the sea surface temperature in the eastern and central equatorial
Pacific Ocean.

It isone phase of an alternating cycle known as El Nouthern Oscillation (ENSO).

What causes EI Nino?
El Nincsets in when there isnomaly in the pattern
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1. The westwardblowing trade winds weaken along the Equatand due to changes in air pressutiee
surface water moves eastwards to the coast of northe8outh America.
2. Thecentral and eastern Pacific regions warm up for over six months and result in an EIl Nino condition.

Impact

1. The temperature of the water could rise up to 10 degrees Fahrenheit above normal.

2. Warmer surface waters increageecipitation and bring abovaormal rainfall in South America, and
droughts to Indonesia and Australia.

3. Favours eastern Pacific hurricanes and tropical storms. Record and unusual rainfall in Peru, Chile and
Ecuador are linked to the climate pattern.

4. Redues upwelling of cold water, decreasing the uplift of nutrients from the bottom of the ocean. Thi$
affects marine life and sea birds. The fishing industry is also affected.

5. Arecent WHO report on the health consequences of El Nino forecasts a rise irh@tterdiseases,
including those spread by mosquitoes, in Central and South America. Cycles of malaria in India are|also
linked to El Nino.

Sources: Indian Express.
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