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GENERAL STUDIES ς 1 
 

Topics: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture 
from ancient to modern times.  

1. Subramaniya Bharathi 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Famous literary works. 
For Mains: Contributions to social reforms. 
 
Context: Dec 11 is the birth anniversary of Subramanian Bharati. 
 
About Subramaniya Bharathiyar: 

1. He was a poet, freedom fighter and social reformer from Tamil Nadu. 
2. He was known as Mahakavi Bharathiyar and the laudatory epithet Mahakavi means a great poet. 
3. His songs on nationalism and freedom of India helped to rally the masses to support the Indian 

Independence Movement in Tamil Nadu. 
4. άYŀƴƴŀƴ tŀǘǘǳέ άbƛƭŀǾǳƳ ±ŀƴƳƛƴǳƳ YŀǘǊǳƳέ άtŀƴŎƘŀƭƛ {ŀōŀǘŀƳέ άYǳȅƛƭ tŀǘǘǳέ are examples of 
.ƘŀǊŀǘƘƛΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇƻŜǘƛŎ ƻǳǘǇǳǘΦ 

5. He published the sensational άSudesa Geethangalέ in 1908. 
In 1949, he became the first poet whose works were nationalised by the state government. 
 
Bharthi as a social reformer: 
He was also against caste system. He declared that there were only two castes-men and women and nothing 
more than that. Above all, he himself had removed his sacred thread. 
He condemned certain Shastras that denigrated women. He believed in the equality of humankind and criticised 
many preachers for mixing their personal prejudices while teaching the Gita and the Vedas. 
 
Sources: pib. 
 

2. South LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ {ŀƴǎƪǊƛǘ LƴǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ !t 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Latest inscriptions, Saptamatrikas, Satavahanas. 
For Mains: Significance of these findings. 
 
Context: The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has discovered the earliest Sanskrit inscription in South India. 

¶ This is also an earliest epigraphic evidence (Epigraphy is the study of ancient inscriptions) for 
the Saptamatrika cult. 

¶ The discovery was made in Chebrolu village in Guntur district of Andhra Pradesh.  
 
About the inscriptions found: 

¶ It is in Sanskrit and in Brahmi characters. 

¶ It was issued by Satavahana king Vijaya in 207 A.D. 

¶ The inscription records construction of a prasada (temple), a mandapa (a pavilion for public rituals) and 
consecration of images on southern side of temple by a person named Kartika for merit of king at 
temple of Bhagavathi (Goddess) Saktimatruka (Saptamatrika) at Tambrape (which is the ancient 
name of Chebrolou). 

¶ Chebrolu inscription of Satavahana king Vijaya issued in his 5th regnal year (207 A.D.) is also the earliest 
datable Sanskrit inscription from South India so far. Until now the Nagarjunakonda 
inscription of Ikshavaku king Ehavala Chantamula issued in his 11th regnal year (4th century A.D.) was 
considered the earliest Sanskrit inscription in South India. 

The place also yielded another inscription which is in Prakrit language and of Brahmi characters and belongs to 
1st century A.D. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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¶ This is thus the earliest epigraphic reference to Mutts and records gift of a cloister mandapa and 
chaitya to bhavatho (Lord) of the Gadasa Mutt by a person hailing from Tabaava. 

 
Who are Saptamatrikas? 
They are a group of seven female deities worshipped in Hinduism as personifying the energy of their respective 
consorts. 
They are Brahmani (wife of Brahma), Maheshvari (wife of Shiva), Kaumari (wife of Kumara), Vaishnavi (wife 
of Vishnu), Varahi (wife of Varaha, or the boar, an avatar [incarnation] of Vishnu), Indrani (wife of Indra), 
and Chamunda, or Yami (wife of Yama). 
There are references of Saptamatrika worship in early Kadamba copper plates as well as early Chalukyas and 
Eastern Chalukya copper plates.  
 
Satavahanas: 

¶ They are an ancient Indian dynasty based In the Deccan. 

¶ They established their independent rule after the decline of the Mauryas. 

¶ Their rule lasted for about 450 years. 

¶ They were also known as the Andhras. 

¶ The Puranas and the Nasik and Nanaghad inscriptions remain important sources for the history of 
Satavahanas. 

¶ The Satavahana kingdom mainly comprised the present-day Telangana, Andhra 
Pradesh and Maharashtra. At different times, their rule extended to parts of modern Gujarat, Madhya 
Pradesh, and Karnataka. The dynasty had different capital cities at different times, 
including Pratishthana (Paithan) and Amaravati (Dharanikota). 

¶ The founder of the Satavahana dynasty was Simuka. 

¶ The greatest ruler of the Satavahana dynasty was Gautamiputra Satakarni. 

¶ They patronized Buddhism and Brahmanism. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

Topics: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the  
present- significant events, personaliti es, issues. 

1. Paika Rebellion 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: Paika Rebellion- what when and why? 
  
Context: President Ram Nath Kovind recently laid the foundation of a memorial dedicated to the 1817 Paika 
Rebellion. 
 
Who are Paikas? 
Recruited since the 16th century by kings in Odisha from a variety of social groups to render martial services in 
return for rent-free land (nish-kar jagirs) and titles. 
They were the traditional land-owning militia of Odisha and served as warriors. 
  
How the rebellion began? 
When armies of the East India Company overran most of Odisha in 1803, the Raja of Khurda lost his primacy and 
the power and prestige of the Paikas went on a decline. So, they rebelled back. 

¶ The British were not comfortable with these aggressive, warlike new subjects and set up a commission 
under Walter Ewer to look into the issue. 

¶ The commission recommended that the hereditary rent-free lands granted to the Paikas be taken over 
by the British administration and this recommendation was zealously adhered to. They revolted against 
the British. 

¶ Bakshi Jagabandhu Bidyadhar Mohapatra Bharamarbar Rai, the highest-ranking military general 
of King of Khorda Mukund Dev II, led the Paikas to join the uprising. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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¶ However, the rebellion also had several other underlying causes ς like the rise in the price of salt, 
abolition of the cowrie currency for payment of taxes and an overtly extortionist land revenue policy. 

 
Outcome: 
Although initially the Company struggled to respond they managed to put down the rebellion by May 1817. 
Many of the Paik leaders were hung or deported. Jagabandhu surrendered in 1825. 
  
Nationalist movement or a peasant rebellion? 
The Paika Rebellion is one among the peasant rebellions that took place in India when the British East India 
Company was expanding its military enterprise. Because these uprisings violently clashed with European 
colonialists and missionaries on many occasions, their resistance is sometimes seen as the first expression of 
resistance against colonial rule τ and therefore considŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ άƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎǘέ ƛƴ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΦ 
  
Sources: Indian Express. 
 

2. Maharaja Surajmal and the third battle of panipat 
What to study? 
For Prelims and mains: Battles that took place in panipat- overview, causes and outcomes, who was Maharaja 
Surajmal? 
 
Context: Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot has urged the Censor Board to take 
note of allegations thaǘ !ǎƘǳǘƻǎƘ DƻǿŀǊƛƪŜǊΩǎ ŦƛƭƳΣ Panipat, had wrongly portrayed 
Maharaja Surajmal. 
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜΚ 
In the film, Maharaja Surajmal of Bharatpur is reportedly shown as having denied help 
to the Maratha armȅΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aŀǊŀǘƘŀǎΩ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀl defeat. The 
film is based on the Third Battle of Panipat. 
Members of the Jat community have protested against the film and several theatres in 
Rajasthan have decided not to screen the film. 
 
Who is Maharaja Surajmal? 
Born in 1707 in the kingdom of Bharatpur, Rajasthan, he ruled in the 18th century and was the son of the Jat 
chieftain Badan Singh. 
IŜ ƛǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ άŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ aǳƎƘŀƭ ŜƳǇƛǊe in the anarchic period of its decline, 
consolidated the kingdom with its capital at Bharatpur and used the resources gained to build forts and palaces. 
Some of the importants monuments include ǘƘŜ ǇŀƭŀŎŜ ŀǘ 5ŜŜƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ƘŀǊŀǘǇǳǊ CƻǊǘέ. 
 
The third battle of panipat- what, why and how? 

¶ Fought between Maratha forces and invading armies of Afghan general Ahmed Shah Abdali of Durrani 
Empire in 1761. 

¶ Abdali was supported by two Indian alliesτthe Rohillas Najib-ud-daulah, Afghans of the Doab region 
and Shuja-ud-Daula-the Nawab of Awadh. 

 
How it started? 
After the death of Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb, there was a sudden rise of the Marathas and all his territorial 
gains in the Deccan were reversed and a considerable part of India was conquered by Marathas. 
Abdali planned to attack the Marathas when his son was driven out of Lahore. 
Finally, the Marathas were defeated in the battle, ǿƛǘƘ плΣллл ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘǊƻƻǇǎ ƪƛƭƭŜŘΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ !ōŘŀƭƛΩǎ ŀǊƳȅ ƛǎ 
estimated to have suffered around 20,000 casualties. 
 
Impact and outcomes: 
It marked a loss of prestige for the Marathas, who lost their preeminent position in north India after this war, 
paving the way for British colonial power to expand here. 
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The Marathas lost some of their most important generals and administrators, including Sadashivrao and heir-
apparent Vishwasrao of the Peshwa household, Ibrahim Khan Gardi, Jankojirao Scindia, and Yashwantrao 
Puar. 
 
Additional facts- Other major battles fought at Panipat:  

1. The First Battle of Panipat, in 1526: 
Fought between Babur and Ibrahim Lodhi. 
It laid the foundation of the Mughal Empire in India. 
 

2. The Second Battle of Panipat, in 1556. 
Fought between HeƳǳ Ψ±ƛƪǊŀƳŀŘƛǘȅŀΩ and Akbar. 
It cemented Mughal rule. 
 
Sources: Indian Express. 
 

3. Pt. Madan Mohan Malaviya 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: Contributions and significance. 
 
Context: The Prime Minister of India paid tribute to Pt. Madan Mohan Malaviya on his 158th birth anniversary 
(25th December, 2019). 
 
Key facts: 

1. Pt. Madan Mohan Malaviya was a freedom fighter and social reformer. 
2. He had served as the President of the INC on four occasions. 
3. He was awarded the Bharat Ratna posthumously in 2014. 
4. He was ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ ƻŦ ŀ IƛƴŘƛ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜΣ ΨIƛƴŘƻǎǘƘŀƴΩΦ 
5. He became the editor of ǘƘŜ ΨLƴŘƛŀƴ hǇƛƴƛƻƴΩ ƛƴ мууфΦ IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŀ IƛƴŘƛ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ΨAbhyudaȅŀΩ, an 
9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ Řŀƛƭȅ Ψ[ŜŀŘŜǊΩΣ ŀ IƛƴŘƛ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ ΨaŀǊȅŀŘŀΩ. 

6. Pandit Malaviya was instrumental in founding the Benares Hindu University in 1916. He also became its 
Vice-Chancellor till 1939. 

7. He was opposed to separate electorates to Muslims and the Lucknow Pact. 
8. He was also ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ Lb/Ωǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ YƘƛƭafat Movement. 
9. He was a participant in the Second Round Table Conference in 1931. 
10. He started the Ganga Mahasabha to oppose construction of dams in the Ganga. 
11. He was also a social reformer who opposed untouchability. He worked for the temple entry of Dalits at 

the Kalaram Temple at Nashik, Maharashtra. 
12. He also founded the organisation Shri Mathura Vrindavan Hasanand Gochar Bhoomi in Vrindavan. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

4. Swami Shraddhanand 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: About Swami Shraddhanand- contributions, Arya Samaj- objectives. 
 
Context: On December 23, 1926, Arya Samaj missionary Swami Shraddhanand was assassinated by a man called 
Abdul Rashid. 
 
Who was Swami Shraddhanand? 
Born on February 22, 1856 at village Talwan in Jalandhar district in Punjab province. 
In the early 1880s, he came into contact with Swami Dayanand, the founder of the Arya Samaj. 
He ǿǊƻǘŜ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άHindu SangathanέΦ 
He called ǳƴǘƻǳŎƘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀ άŎǳǊǎŜέ ŀƴŘ ŀ άōƭƻǘέ on the reputations of the Hindus. 
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What is Arya Samaj?  
It is a Hindu reform movement that was founded by Dayanand Saraswati in 1875 in Bombay. 
The movement believes in the infallible authority of the Vedas. 
The central objectives of Arya Samaj is to, άŜǊŀŘƛŎŀǘŜ LƎƴƻǊŀƴŎŜ ό!ƎȅŀƴύΣ LƴŘƛgence or Poverty (Abhav) and 
Injustice (Anayay) from this earth. 
Members of the Arya Samaj believe in one God and reject the worship of idols. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

Topics: Women and women related issues. 

1. Mahila Kisan Sashaktikaran Pariyojana 
What to study? 
For prelims and mains: key features, objectives and significance of the programme, issues related to 
feminization of agriculture. 
 
Context: In line with the provisions of National Policy for Farmers (NPF) (2007), the Department of Rural 
Development, Ministry of Rural Development is implementing a programme exclusively for women farmers 
namely, Mahila Kisan Sashaktikaran Pariyojana (MKSP). 
Funding support to the tune of up to 60% (90% for North Eastern States) for such projects is provided by the 
Government of India. 
 
About Mahila Kisan Sashaktikaran Pariyojana: 
It is a sub component of the Deendayal Antodaya Yojana-NRLM (DAY-NRLM). 
It seeks to improve the present status of women in Agriculture, and to enhance the opportunities available to 
empower her. 
MKSP recognizes the identity of άaŀƘƛƭŀέ ŀǎ άYƛǎŀƴέ and strives to build the capacity of women in the domain 
of agro-ecologically sustainable practices. 
 
Objectives and significance: 

¶ The focus of MKSP is on capacitating smallholders to adopt sustainable climate resilient agro-
ecology and eventually create a pool of skilled community professionals. 

¶ Its objective is to strengthen smallholder agriculture through promotion of sustainable agriculture 
practices such as Community Managed Sustainable Agriculture (CMSA), Non Pesticide Management 
(NPM), Zero Budget Natural Farming (ZBNF), Pashu-Sakhi model for doorstep animal care services, 
Sustainable regeneration and harvesting of Non-Timber Forest Produce. 

 
Need for feminization of agriculture: 
Rural women form the most productive work force in the economy of majority of the developing nations 
including India. 

¶ More than 80% of rural women are engaged in agriculture activities for their livelihoods. 

¶ About 20 per cent of farm livelihoods are female headed due to widowhood, desertion, or male 
emigration. 

¶ Agriculture support system in India strengthens the exclusion of women from their entitlements as 
agriculture workers and cultivators. 

¶ Most of the women-headed households are not able to access extension services, farmers support 
institutions and production assets like seed, water, credit, subsidy etc. As agricultural workers, women 
are paid lower wage than men. 

  
Sources: pib. 
 

2. Gender gap index 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Highlights of the report and performance of various countries. 
For Mains: Significance of the findings, gaps and ways to address them. 
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Context: Global Gender Gap Report 2020 has been released by the World Economic Forum. 
 
For Prelims and Mains: 
About Global gender gap report: 
It is published annually by the world economic forum since 2006. 
Global gender gap index is a part of this which measures gender equality across four pillarsς they are economic 
opportunity, political empowerment, educational attainment and health and survival. 
 
Significance: 
¢ƘŜ wŜǇƻǊǘ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ άas a compass to track progress on relative gaps between women and men on health, 
education, economy and politicsέΦ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ȅardstick, the Report sayǎΣ άǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ 
country are able to set priorities relevant in each specific economic, politicŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘέΦ 
 
Performance of India: 

¶ India has been ranked 112th among 153 countries this year. In 2018, it ranked 108. 
 
Performance of other countries: 
 

¶ Iceland, Norway, and Finland occupy the top three spots. 
 
Key findings: 

¶ Globally, the average (population-weighted) distance completed to gender parity is at 68.6%, which is an 
improvement since last edition. 

¶ The largest gender disparity is in political empowerment. Only 25% of the 35,127 seats in parliaments 
around the world are occupied by women, and only 21% of the 3,343 ministers are women. 

¶ Projecting current trends into the future, the overall global gender gap will close in 99.5 years, on 
average, across the 107 countries covered continuously since the first edition of the Report. 

 
Challenges and concerns for India: 
India has closed two-thirds of its overall gender gap (score of 66.8%). However, the condition of women in 
large fringes ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƛǎ ǇǊŜŎŀǊƛƻǳǎΦ 

¶ It has lost four positions since the previous edition, despite a small score improvement, as some 
countries ranked lower than India have improved more. 

¶ The economic gender gap runs particularly deep in India. Only one-third of the gap has been bridged. 
Since 2006, the gap has gotten significantly wider. Among the 153 countries studied, India is the only 
country where the economic gender gap is larger than the political gender gap. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

Topics: Population an d associated issues, poverty and developmental issues. 

1. AMRUT mission 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Key features of the scheme. 
For Mains: Need for and significance of the scheme. 
 
Context: Unable to meet set targets for urban renewal in 500 cities, the Centre has decided to extend the 
mission period of its flagship initiative Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT) by 
two more years. 
 
For Prelims and Mains: 
About AMRUT mission: 
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Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT) is the new avatar of the Jawaharlal Nehru 
National Urban Renewal Mission (JNNURM). But, in a significant departure from the earlier mission, the Centre 
will not appraise individual projects. 
 
The Mission will focus on the following Thrust Areas: 

1. Water Supply. 
2. Sewerage and septage management. 
3. Storm Water Drainage to reduce flooding 
4. Non-motorized Urban Transport. 
5. Green space/parks. 

 
Five hundred cities have been selected under AMRUT. The category of cities that have been selected under 
AMRUT is given below: 

1. All Cities and Towns with a population of over one lakh with notified Municipalities as per Census 2011, 
including Cantonment Boards (Civilian areas). 

2. All Capital Cities/Towns of States/ UTs, not covered in above. 
3. All Cities/ Towns classified as Heritage Cities by MoHUA under the HRIDAY Scheme. 
4. Thirteen Cities and Towns on the stem of the main rivers with a population above 75,000 and less than 1 

lakh. 
5. Ten Cities from hill states, islands and tourist destinations (not more than one from each State). 

 
Implementation: 

1. AMRUT adopts a project approach to ensure basic infrastructure services relating to water supply, 
sewerage, storm-water drains, transportation and development of green spaces and parks with 
special provision for meeting the needs of children. 

2. Under this mission, 10% of the budget allocation will be given to states and union territories as 
incentive based on the achievement of reforms during the previous year. 

3. States will only submit state annual action Plans to the centre for broad concurrence based on which 
funds will be released. 

4. Central assistance will be to the extent of 50% of project cost for cities and towns with a population of 
up to 10 lakhs and one-third of the project cost for those with a population of above 10 lakhs. 

5. Under the mission, states will transfer funds to urban local bodies within 7 days of transfer by central 
government and no diversion of funds to be made failing which penal interest would be charged 
besides taking other adverse action by the centre. 

 
Sources: PIB. 
 

2. ΨbŀƎǇǳǊ wŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΥ ! ƘƻƭƛǎǘƛŎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: Overview and significance of the resolution. 
 
Context: ¢ƘŜ ΨbŀƎǇǳǊ wŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ς ! ƘƻƭƛǎǘƛŎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ has been adopted at the end of 
the wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ΨLƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ tǳōƭƛŎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 5ŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ς wƻƭŜ ƻŦ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎΩΣ held recently in Nagpur, 
Maharashtra. 
 
Key facts: 

¶ The conference was organised by the Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances 
(DARPG), Government of India, in collaboration with the Government of Maharashtra and the 
Maharashtra State Commission for Right to Public Services. 

¶ Previously, the Shillong Declaration and the Jammu Resolution have been adopted for good 
governance. 

 
Overview of the resolution: 
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As per the resolution, the GOI, the Government of Maharashtra and other participating States shall collaborate 
to: 

1. To empower the citizens by policy interventions for better service delivery through timely updation 
of citizens charters, implementation of enactments and benchmarking standards for continuous 
improvement; 

2. To empower citizens by adopting a bottom-up approach to bring massive improvements in quality of 
grievance redressal and reduction in timelines of grievance redressal; 

3. To adopt a holistic approach of systemic public grievance reforms through improved mapping, 
formulation of monitoring matrix, data collection and evaluation in quality of grievance redressal; 

4. To provide an enabling environment for States and Ministries/Departments of the Government of India 
for creating web portals and to adopt a holistic approach for improved service delivery through digital 
platforms; 

5. To focus on dynamic policy-making and strategic decisions, monitoring of implementation, appointment 
of key personnel, coordination and evaluation; 

6. To achieve a sense of common identity by exchange of technical expertise in the areas of Improved 
Service Delivery between the paired States under the Ek Bharat ς Shreshth Bharat Program; 

7. To ensure timely publication of Good Governance Index to identify the quality of governance in 10 
sectors especially those pertaining to welfare and infrastructure at the Union, State and District levels. 

 
Sources: pib. 
 

Topics: Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, 
cyclone etc., geographical features and their location - changes in critical geographical 
features (including water -bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such 
changes. 

1. Winter solstice 2019 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: All about Winter Solstice- 
its occurrence, why it occurs, significance and 
changes associated. 
 
Context: Winter Solstice this year falls on 
December 22. 
 
For Prelims and Mains: 
What is Winter Solstice? 

¶ The winter solstice happens every year 
when the Sun reaches its most southerly 
declination of -23.5 degrees. In other 
words, it is when the North Pole is tilted 
farthest away from the Sun, delivering the 
fewest hours of sunlight of the year. 

¶ The Sun is directly overhead of the Tropic 
of Capricorn in the Southern Hemisphere during the December solstice and is closer to the horizon than 
at any other time in the year. 

¶ The day after the winter solstice marks the beginning of lengthening days, leading up to the summer 
solstice in June. 

 
²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ΨǎƻƭǎǘƛŎŜΩ ƳŜŀƴΚ 
¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨǎƻƭǎǘƛŎŜΩ ŘŜǊƛǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ [ŀǘƛƴ ǿƻǊŘ ΨǎƻƭǎǘƛǘƛǳƳΩΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ΨSun standing stillΩΦ hƴ ǘƘƛǎ Řŀȅ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴ 
seems to stand still at the Tropic of Capricorn and then reverses its direction as it reaches its southernmost 
position as seen from the Earth. Some prefer the more teutonic term ΨǎǳƴǘǳǊƴΩ to describe the event. 
  
Sources: toi. 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com       14  InsightsIAS 

GENERAL STUDIES ς 2 
 

Topics: Indian Constitution - historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments,  
significant provisions and basic structure; Comparison of the Indian co nstitutional scheme 
with  that of other countries.  

1. Creamy layer principle in SC, ST quota for promotion 
What to study? 
For prelims: Names of relevant SC cases and constitutional provisions wrt to SC/ST welfare. 
For mains: Significance of Supreme Court verdict and its implications. 
 
Context: Central government has asked the Supreme Court of India to refer to a seven-judge Bench the question 
whether the creamy layer concept should apply (or not) to Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes while giving 
them reservation in promotions. 
 
WhŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜΚ 
The Centre has asked the CJI to refer a September 26, 2018 judgment of a five-judge Bench of the Supreme 
Court in Jarnail Singh versus Lachhmi Narain Gupta to a larger Bench of seven judges for a review. 
In Jarnail Singh, the court had agreed with its 12-year-old verdict in the M. Nagaraj case that the creamy layer 
applied to SCs and STs in order to prevent the socially advanced in a backward community or class from eating 
the whole cake while leaving the weak among them impoverished. 
 
What is the creamy layer concept? 
¢ƘŜ Ψmeans-test and creamy layerΩ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƛƴŘǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘΩs landmark judgment in Indra 
Sawhney versus Union of India, delivered by a nine-judge Bench on November 16, 1992. 
Ψ/ǊŜŀƳȅ ƭŀȅŜǊΩ are άǎƻƳŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ a backward class who are highly advanced socially as well as economically 
and educationally. 
 
Constitutional basis- Article 335: 
Article 335 recognises that special measures need to be adopted for considering the claims of SCs and STs in 
order to bring them to a level-playing field. 
Need: Centuries of discrimination and prejudice suffered by the SCs and STs in a feudal, caste-oriented societal 
structure poses real barriers of access to opportunity. The proviso contains a realistic recognition that unless 
special measures are adopted for the SCs and STs, the mandate of the Constitution for the consideration of their 
claim to appointment will remain illusory. 
 
How was the creamy layer made applicable to SC/ST members? 

1. Indra Sawhney vs Union of India: 
In its landmark 1992 decision in Indra Sawhney vs Union of India, the Supreme Court had held that reservations 
under Article 16(4) could only be provided at the time of entry into government service but not in matters of 
promotion. And the principle would operate only prospectively and not affect promotions already made and 
reservation already provided in promotions shall continue in operation for a period of five years from the date 
of the judgment. 
More significantly, It ruled that the creamy layer can be and must be excluded. 
On June 17, 1995, Parliament, acting in its constituent capacity, adopted the seventy-seventh amendment by 
which clause (4A) was inserted into Article 16 to enable reservation to be made in promotion for SCs and STs. 
 

2. The validity of the amendment was challenged before the Supreme Court in the Nagaraj case (2006). 
Upholding the validity of ArticlŜ мс όп!ύΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘ ǘƘŜƴ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜƴŀōƭƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴΦ άThe State is not 
bound to make reservation for the SCs and STs in promotions. But, if it seeks to do so, it must collect 
quantifiable data on three facets τ the backwardness of the class; the inadequacy of the representation of 
that class in public employment; and the general efficiency of service as mandated by Article 335 would not be 
affecteŘέΦ 
The court ruled that the constitutional amendments do not abrogate the fundamentals of equality. 
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Need of the hour: 
A comprehensive piece of legislature that would deal with ambiguity related to reservation in promotions is 
needed. The Act should try to rectify the current issues such as 

¶ Undefined parameters of efficiency. 

¶ Absence of transparency in evaluating backwardness and efficiency of STs/SCs 

¶ Presence of ambiguity regarding whole process of promotions in government services. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

2. Anglo- Indians in Lok Sabha ans Assemblies 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Who is an Anglo Indian and constitutional provisions with regard to their nominations. 
For Mains: Issues over ending the reservation and what lies ahead? 
 
Context: Anglo-Indians are unlikely to be nominated to Lok Sabha and state Assemblies from now on with the 
government recently introducing a bill to amend the Constitution seeking to not to extend the provision that is 
in place for the past 70 years but expires in January next year. 
 
Background: 
Article 334 has laid down provisions for reserving the seats for SCs and STs and nomination of Anglo-Indians to 
Lok Sabha and state Assemblies, which shall cease to be in effect on the 25 January 2020, if not extended 
further. 
 
Meaning of Anglo Indians in India: 
The term Anglo Indian is defined as per the article 366 (2) of the Indian constituǘƛƻƴΤ άŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƻǊ 
any of whose other male progenitors in the male line is or was of European descent but who is a native of 
IƴŘƛŀΦέ 
 
Anglo Indians in Parliament and Legislative Assemblies: 
Under article 331; the President of India is authorised to nominate 2 members of the Anglo Indian 
community if know member of this community is elected among the 543 members for the Lok Sabha. 
In the same way the governor of the state is authorised to nominate 1 Anglo Indian in the lower house of the 
State Legislature (in case of under representation). 
According to the 10th schedule of the Constitution, any Anglo-Indian member can take the membership of any 
party within 6 months of the nomination. After the membership; they are bound to the party whip and they 
ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘȅΩǎ ŀƎŜƴŘŀΦ 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

3. 6th schedule of the constitution 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: Overview of autonomous councils constituted under 6th schedule of the constitution, 
measures announced for the strengthening of these institutions. 
 
Context: The centre has asserted that the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2019 has been tweaked so that states 
where the Inner Line Permit (ILP) is applicable, and tribal areas of Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram that 
are notified under the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution would be kept out of its purview. 
 
What CAB exemption means for 6th Schedule areas? 
The tweaked CAB states that areas under the Sixth Schedule are exempted from its purview, which means non-
Muslim refugees from the three countries who are granted Indian citizenship will not have any land or trading 
rights in the autonomous regions.  
This essentially means the refugees can neither reside or settle in the 10 autonomous districts, nor enjoy 
benefits extended to the tribals, even if they are provided with Indian citizenship. 
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Further, the laws made by Autonomous District Councils (ADCs) with the powers bestowed upon them by the 
Sixth Schedule will not be scrapped by the CAB. 
 
What is 6th schedule? 
Under Article 244, it deals with the administration of the tribal areas in the four northeastern states of Assam, 
Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram. 
Passed by the Constituent Assembly in 1949, it seeks to safeguard the rights of tribal population through the 
formation of Autonomous District Councils (ADC). 
 
Key provisions: 
The governor is empowered to organise and re-organise the autonomous districts. 
If there are different tribes in an autonomous district, the governor can divide the district into several 
autonomous regions. 
Composition: Each autonomous district has a district council consisting of 30 members, of whom four are 
nominated by the governor and the remaining 26 are elected on the basis of adult franchise. 
Term: The elected members hold office for a term of five years (unless the council is dissolved earlier) and 
nominated members hold office during the pleasure of the governor. 
Each autonomous region also has a separate regional council. 
Powers of councils: The district and regional councils administer the areas under their jurisdiction. They can 
make laws on certain specified matters like land, forests, canal water, shifting cultivation, village administration, 
inheritance of property, marriage and divorce, social customs and so on. But all such laws require the assent of 
the governor. 
Village councils: The district and regional councils within their territorial jurisdictions can constitute village 
councils or courts for trial of suits and cases between the tribes. They hear appeals from them. The jurisdiction 
of high court over these suits and cases is specified by the governor. 
Powers and functions: The district council can establish, construct or manage primary schools, dispensaries, 
markets, ferries, fisheries, roads and so on in the district. It can also make regulations for the control of money 
lending and trading by non-tribals. But, such regulations require the assent of the governor. The district and 
regional councils are empowered to assess and collect land revenue and to impose certain specified taxes. 
Exceptions: The acts of Parliament or the state legislature do not apply to autonomous districts and autonomous 
regions or apply with specified modifications and exceptions. 
The governor can appoint a commission to examine and report on any matter relating to the administration of 
the autonomous districts or regions. He may dissolve a district or regional council on the recommendation of 
the commission. 
  
Related- 125th amendment bill: 
It seeks to increase the financial and executive powers of the 10 Autonomous Councils in the Sixth Schedule 
areas of the northeastern region. 
The amendments provide for elected village municipal councils, ensuring democracy at the grassroot level. 

¶ The village councils will be empowered to prepare plans for economic development and social justice 
including those related to agriculture, land improvement, implementation of land reforms, minor 
irrigation, water management, animal husbandry, rural electrification, small scale industries and social 
forestry. 

¶ The Finance Commission will be mandated to recommend devolution of financial resources to them. 

¶ The Autonomous Councils now depend on grants from Central ministries and the State government for 
specific projects. At least one-third of the seats will be reserved for women in the village and municipal 
councils in the Sixth Schedule areas of Assam, Mizoram and Tripura after the amendment is approved. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

4. Land Boundary Agreement (LBA) 
What to study? 
For Prelims: What is LBA? 
For Mains: Issues and concerns involved, review of its implementation. 
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Context: More than four years after the historic Land Boundary Agreement (LBA) between India and 
Bangladesh, a report released by civil rights organisations on the situation in erstwhile enclaves states that 
protest and resistance have become an essential part of their survival in India. 
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƴƻǿΚ 

¶ The situation has not 
improved. There are 
marked continuities in the 
problems that existed in 
the pre-LBA years, 
although the nature and 
context of the problems 
have perceptibly changed. 

¶ hƴ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ part, the 
spotlight has now shifted 
from the identity crisis 
faced by erstwhile enclave 
dwellers in the pre-LBA 
situation, to issues of poor 
governance, as well as 
conflict of interest between the Centre and the state in the post-LBA years. 

 
What are the concerns? 
The intractable discord regarding the implementation of the measures as promised to the new citizens, coupled 
with lack of coordination between the Centre and the state in India, has apparently transformed the enclaves 
into hotbeds of local politics. 
 
About the Land boundary agreement: 
Under the Land Boundary Agreement between, the Bangladeshi enclaves in India and Indian enclaves in 
Bangladesh were transferred on July 31, 2015. 
The agreement involved handing over 17,000 acres of land to Bangladesh in return for 7,000 acres in 162 
enclaves in West Bengal, Assam, Tripura and Meghalaya. 
It also required an amendment to the Constitution (the 119th amendment Bill). 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

5. Disha Bill 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Key features of the bill. 
For Mains: Significance and the need for the law, issues surrounding death sentence. 
 
Context: The Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly has passed the Andhra Pradesh Disha Bill, 2019 (Andhra 
Pradesh Criminal Law (Amendment) Act 2019). 
Disha is the name given to a veterinarian who was raped and murdered in Hyderabad on November 27. 
 
For Prelims: 
Key features of the Bill: 

1. It envisages the completion of investigation in seven days and trial in 14 working days, where there is 
adequate conclusive evidence, and reducing the total judgment time to 21 days from the existing four 
months. 

2. It prescribes life imprisonment for other sexual offences against children and includes Section 354 F 
and 354 G in IPC. 
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3. In cases of harassment of women through social or digital media, the Act states two years 
imprisonment for the first conviction and four years for second and subsequent convictions. For this, a 
new Section 354 E will be added in IPC, 1860. 

4. As per the Bill, the Andhra Pradesh government will establish, operate and maintain a register in 
electronic form, to be called ǘƘŜ Ψ²ƻƳŜƴ ϧ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ hŦŦŜƴŘŜǊǎ wŜƎƛǎǘǊȅΩΦ This registry will be made 
public and will be available to law enforcement agencies. 

5. The government will establish exclusive special courts in each district to ensure speedy trial. These 
courts will exclusively deal with cases of offences against women and children including rape, acid 
attacks, stalking, voyeurism, social media harassment of women, sexual harassment and all cases under 
the POCSO Act. 

6. The government will constitute special police teams at the district level to be called District Special 
Police Team to be headed by DSP for investigation of offences related to women and children. 

7. The government will also appoint a special public prosecutor for each exclusive special court. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

6. Can the strength of Lok Sabha be increased? 
What to study? 
For Prelims: How Lok Sabha strength is determined? Constitutional basis. 
For Mains: need for revision of the numbers, challenges and significance. 
 
Context: Former President Pranab Mukherjee has advocated for increase in the number of seats in Lok Sabha 
should be increased to 1,000 from the present 543. 
 
How the strength of Lok Sabha is determined presently? 

¶ Article 81 of the Constitution defines the composition of the House of the People or Lok Sabha. 

¶ It states that the House shall not consist of more than 550 elected members of whom not more than 20 
will represent UTs. 

¶ It also mandates that the number of Lok Sabha seats allotted to a state would be such that the ratio 
between that number and the population of the state is, as far as possible, the same for all states. This 
is to ensure that every state is equally represented. 

¶ Exceptions: However, this logic does not apply to small states whose population is not more than 60 
lakh. 

¶ So, at least one seat is allocated to every state even if it means that its population-to-seat-ratio is not 
enough to qualify it for that seat. 

 
Basis for determination of population: 
As per Clause 3 of Article 81, population, for the purpose of allocation of seats, means άǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ 
ascertained at the last preceding Census of which the ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘέ τ in other words, 
the last published Census. 
However, as a result of an amendment to this Clause in 2003, ǘƘŜ άǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴέ ƴƻǿ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǇŜǊ 
the 1971 Census τ and will be so until the first Census that is taken after 2026. 
 
Need for more seats: 

1. The composition of the Lower House has remained more or less the same for four decades. Every MP 
currently represents an average 16-18 lakh Indians τ too large a number to be kept in touch with in a 
meaningful way. Therefore, the number of Lok Sabha seats should be rationalized on the basis of 
population. 

2. The Constitution (126th Amendment) Bill passed by Parliament last week, while extending the 
reservation for SC/STs, did away with the provision for nomination of Anglo Indians. This has brought 
the strength of Lok Sabha down to 543 now. 

3. Besides, even after statehood was attained by Arunachal Pradesh and Mizoram in 1986, the creation of 
a Legislative Assembly for the National Capital Territory of Delhi, and the creation of new states such as 
Uttarakhand, the number of seats have not been revised. 
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Sources: Indian Express. 
 

7. How a US President can be impeached? 
What to study? 
For Prelims: How is US President 
impeached? 
For Mains: Impeachment process in 
India. 
 
Context: Donald Trump has become the 
third President to be impeached by the 
US House. He was accused of enlisting 
foreign government to investigate 
political rival before 2020 election. 
 
Background: 

¶ So far only two American 
presidents have been 
impeached. In 1998, President 
Bill Clinton was impeached on 
charges of sexual relationship 
with his intern. However, the 
senate acquitted him. Before 
him, in 1868, President Andrew 
Johnson was impeached. He was 
acquitted by one vote in the 
Senate. 

¶ In 1974, President Nixon 
resigned over water gate corruption charges. The judiciary committee approved the articles of 
impeachment before the house could even pass them. 

 
For Prelims and Mains: 
What is Impeachment? 
Impeachment is a provision that allows Congress to remove the President of the United States. 
 
Under the US Constitution: 

1. ¢ƘŜ IƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎ ό[ƻǿŜǊ IƻǳǎŜύ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ άǘƘŜ ǎƻƭŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ƛƳǇŜŀŎƘƳŜƴǘέ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ {ŜƴŀǘŜ 
ό¦ǇǇŜǊ IƻǳǎŜύ Ƙŀǎ άǘƘŜ ǎƻƭŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ŀƭƭ ƛƳǇŜŀŎƘƳŜƴǘǎέΦ 

2. The Chief Justice of the US Supreme Court has the duty of presiding over impeachment trials in the 
Senate. 

 
Grounds for impeachment: 
The President can be ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ άǘǊŜŀǎƻƴΣ ōǊƛōŜǊȅΣ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘƛƎƘ ŎǊƛƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƛǎŘŜƳŜŀƴƻǊǎέΦ 
Essentially, it means an abuse of power by a high-level public official. This does not necessarily have to be a 
violation of an ordinary criminal statute. Historically, in the US, it has encompassed corruption and other abuses, 
including trying to obstruct judicial proceedings. 
 
The process: 

1. It begins with an investigation by a House committee. If they find that there is enough evidence of 
wrongdoing, it will refer the matter to the full House. 

2. HOUSE VOTE: When the full House votes, if one or more of the articles of impeachment gets a majority 
vote, the President is impeached. Next, the proceedings move to the Senate. 
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3. SENATE TRIAL & VOTE: The Senate holds a trial, overseen by the chief justice of the Supreme Court. A 
team of lawmakers from the House, known as managers, play the role of prosecutors. The President has 
defence lawyers, and the Senate serves as the jury. If at least two-thirds of the Senators present find the 
President guilty, he is removed and the Vice President takes over as President. 

  
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

8. Instrument of Accession 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Overview of IoA. 
For Mains: Significance of IoA and challenges it posed. 
 
Context: From 2020, people in the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir will have a public holiday on October 
26 for the first time. The day, which will be observed as Accession Day, marks the signing of the Instrument of 
Accession by the last Dogra ruler of J&K, Maharaja Hari Singh, with the then Governor-General of India, Lord 
Mountbatten. 
 
What happened on October 26? 
As per the Indian Independence Act, 1947, British India was divided into India and Pakistan and the roughly 
580 princely states that had signed subsidiary alliances with the British had their sovereignty restored to them. 
In essence, these princely states were given the option to remain independent or to join the Dominion of India 
or Pakistan. 
According to Section 6(a) of the Act, before joining India or Pakistan, these states had to sign an Instrument of 
Accession, in which they would specify the terms on which they were becoming part of the new dominions. 
 
What is Instrument of Accession of J&K? 
It is a legal document executed by Maharaja Hari Singh, the then ruler of the princely state of Jammu & 
Kashmir, on October 26, 1947. 
It declared that the state of Jammu and Kashmir accedes to India. 
The IoA ƎŀǾŜ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ the power to legislate in respect of J&K only on the matters of defence, 
external affairs and communications. 
Apart from defence, communications and external affairs, the IoA mentions ancillary subjects that include 
elections to the dominion legislature and offences against laws with respect to any of the said matters.  
Using IoA, Article 370 was incorporated in the Constitution of India. 
 
Sources: Indian Express. 
 

Topics: Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mec hani sms and 
institutions.  

1. Grounds for divorce under Hindu law. 
What to study? 
For Prelims: ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ άƛǊǊŜǘǊƛŜǾŀōƭŜ ōǊŜŀƪŘƻǿƴ ƻŦ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜέΚ !ǊǘƛŎƭŜ мпнΦ 
For Mains: Concerns and Issues surrounding, need for UCC. 
 
Context: Last week, the Supreme Court used extraordinary powers under Article 142 of the Constitution to grant 
divorce in a case of άƛǊǊŜǘǊƛŜǾŀōƭŜ ōǊŜŀƪŘƻǿƴ ƻŦ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜέ. 
 
What is άƛǊǊŜǘǊƛŜǾŀōƭŜ ōǊŜŀƪŘƻǿƴ ƻŦ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜέ? 
The situation that exists when either or both spouses are no longer able or willing to live with each other, 
thereby destroying their husband and wife relationship with no hope of resumption of spousal duties. 
Currently, Hindu marriage law does not includŜ άƛǊǊŜǘǊƛŜǾŀōƭŜ ōǊŜŀƪŘƻǿƴ ƻŦ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜέ ŀǎ ŀ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŦƻǊ 
divorce. However, the apex court in a number of cases has provided the said relief using its extraordinary 
ǇƻǿŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ƛǘ ǘƻ Řƻ άŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜέΦ 
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What are the grounds for divorce under Hindu Law? 
The Hindu Marriage Act, 1955, lays down the law for divorce, which applies to Hindus, Buddhists, Jains, and 
Sikhs. 

1. Under Section 13 of the Act, the ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǾƻǊŎŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ άǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅ 
person other than his or her spouseέΤ άŎǊǳŜƭǘȅέΤ ŘŜǎŜǊǘƛƻƴ άŦƻǊ ŀ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ ƴƻǘ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǘǿƻ 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǇǊŜŎŜŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴέΤ άŎŜŀǎόƛƴƎύ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ Hindu by conversion to 
ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴέΤ ŀƴŘ ōŜƛƴƎ άƛƴŎǳǊŀōƭȅ ƻŦ ǳƴǎƻǳƴŘ ƳƛƴŘέΦ 

2. In addition, Section 13B ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŦƻǊ άŘƛǾƻǊŎŜ ōȅ Ƴǳǘǳŀƭ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘέΦ 
3. Section 27 of The Special Marriage Act, 1954 provides the grounds for grant of divorce in the case of 

marriages solemnised under that Act. 

IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ !Ŏǘǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ άƛǊǊŜǘǊƛŜǾŀōƭŜ ōǊŜŀƪŘƻǿƴ ƻŦ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜέ ŀǎ ŀ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǾƻǊŎŜΦ 
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƴƻǿΚ 
Recently, divorce was granted on the ground of irretrievable breakdown of marriage by the Supreme Court 
(Under Article 142), after examining various judicial pronouncements. It has been noted that such powers are 
exercised in rare cases, in view of the absence of legislation in this behalf, where it is found that a marriage is 
totally unworkable, emotionally dead, beyond salvage and has broken down irretrievably. 
In the present case, the court said thŀǘ ƛǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ŦǊǳƛǘƭŜǎǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ 
is causing further emotional trauma and disturbance to both the partiŜǎέΣ ŀƴŘ άǘƘŜ ǎƻƻƴŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŜƴŘΣ 
ǘƘŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜΣ ŦƻǊ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎέΦ 
 
Article 142: 
!ǊǘƛŎƭŜ мпн άǇǊƻǾƛŘŜόǎύ ŀ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘΣ ǘƻ Řƻ άŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜέ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎΣ i.e., 
where at times law or statute may not provide a remedy, the Court can extend itself to put a quietus to a 
dispute in a manner which would befit the facts of the case. 
 
Suggestions made by the Law Commission: 
The Law Commission of India has twice recommended that άƛǊǊŜǘǊƛŜǾŀōƭŜ ōǊŜŀƪŘƻǿƴέ ƻŦ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ōŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ 
as a new ground for granting divorce to Hindus under the provisions of the Hindu Marriage Act and the Special 
Marriage Act. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

Topics: Parliament  and State Legislatures  ï structure, functioning, conduct of business, 
powers & privileges  and issues arising out of these. 

1. Administration of Oath in Legislature 
What to study? 
For Prelims: How is oath administered? 
For Mains: Can it be altered? Who is the ultimate authority to decide? 
 
Context: Former Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis has alleged that the oath-taking ceremony of 
the new government had violated the Constitution- The format of the oath was not followed. 
 
What the constitution says? 
Article 164(3) says: ά.ŜŦƻǊŜ ŀ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ŜƴǘŜǊǎ ǳǇƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΣ the Governor shall administer to him the oaths of 
office and of secrecy according to the forms set out for the purpose in ǘƘŜ ¢ƘƛǊŘ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜΦέ 
The Third Schedule requires ǘƘŜ ǘŀƪŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻŀǘƘ ǘƻ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ άǎǿŜŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ DƻŘέ ƻǊ ǘƻ άǎƻƭŜƳƴƭȅ ŀŦŦƛǊƳέ 
ǘƻ άōŜŀǊ ǘǊǳŜ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭŜƎiance to the ConstituǘƛƻƴΧέΦ 
 
Can it be altered? 
Art 164 makes it clear that the text of the oath is sacrosanct, and the person taking the oath has to read it out 
exactly as it is, in the given format. 
If a person wanders from the text, it is the responsibility of the person administering the oath τ in this instance 
the Governor τ to interrupt and ask the person being sworn in to read it out correctly. 
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Role of the Governor: 
¢ƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ƛǎ ƪŜȅΦ 

¶ According to experts, if the person administering the oath approves the oath, the matter is closed. 
Immediately on taking the oath, the person who has been sworn in, must sign a register. 

¶ The register is attested by the Secretary to the Governor, which means it has been approved by the 
Governor. 

¶ Once Governor takes it as read, and the Secretary to the Governor has attested that the oath has been 
administered, and the gazette notification has come out, then it is no longer an issue, it cannot be legally 
challenged. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

2. Parliamentary standing committees 
What to study? 
For prelims and mains: Parliamentary standing committees- roles, need, functions and significance. 
 
Context: Persistent absenteeism from meetings of department-related standing committees should cost MPs 
their spot on these parliamentary panels was a strong view that emerged during a meeting of chairpersons of 
the committees with Rajya Sabha chairman M Venkaiah Naidu recently. 
 
Why have parliamentary committees? 

1. Committees are an instrument of Parliament for its own effective functioning.  
2. Committees are platforms for threadbare discussion on a proposed law. 
3. The smaller cohort of lawmakers, assembled on the basis of the proportional strength of individual 

parties and interests and expertise of individual lawmakers, could have more open, intensive and 
better-informed discussions. 

4. Committee mŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ΨŎƭƻǎŜŘ ŘƻƻǊΩ ŀƴŘ members are not bound by party whips, which allows them 
the latitude for a more meaningful exchange of views as against discussions in full and open Houses 
where grandstanding and party positions invariably take precedence. 

5. Members of Parliament may have great acumen but they would require the assistance of experts in 
dealing with such situations. It is through committees that such expertise is drawn into 
lawmaking. They allow for more detailed discussions. 

6. This mechanism also enables parliamentarians to understand the executive processes closely.  
 
What are the types of committees? 
aƻǎǘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ ΨǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΩ as their existence is uninterrupted and usually reconstituted on an annual basis. 
{ƻƳŜ ŀǊŜ ΨǎŜƭŜŎǘΩ committees formed for a specific purpose, for instance, to deliberate on a particular bill. Once 
the Bill is disposed of, that select committee ceases to exist. Some standing committees are departmentally 
related. 
The three financial committees are the Public Accounts Committee, the Estimates Committee and the 
Committee on Public Undertakings. 
 
Powers: 
Parliamentary committees draw their authority from Article 105 (on privileges of Parliament members) and 
Article 118 όƻƴ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ Ƴŀƪe rules for regulating its procedure and conduct of business). 
 
How can these committees be made more effective? 
These ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ-wise research support available. Their work could be made 
more effective if the committees had full-time, sector-specific research staff. 
The national commission to review the working of the Constitution has recommended that in order to 
strengthen the committee system, research support should be made available to them. 
Besides, mandatory scrutiny of all bills by parliamentary committees would ensure better planning of 
legislative business. 
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Sources: the Hindu. 
 

3. What is a privilege motion? 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: All about Privilege motion and privilege committee. 
 
Context: Congress moves privilege motion against Smriti Irani for remark on Rahul Gandhi. 
 
For Prelims and Mains: 
What is a privilege motion? 
Parliamentary privileges are certain rights and immunities enjoyed by members of Parliament, individually and 
collectively, so that they Ŏŀƴ άŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŘƛǎŎƘŀǊƎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎέΦ ²ƘŜƴ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ 
are disregarded, the offence is called a breach of privilege and is punishable under law of Parliament. 
  
Who can move it? How? 
A notice is moved in the form of a motion by any member of either House against those being held guilty of 
breach of privilege. Each House also claims the right to punish as contempt actions which, while not breach of 
any specific privilege, are offences against its authority and dignity. 
  
What are the rules governing privilege? 
Rule No 222 in Chapter 20 of the Lok Sabha Rule Book and correspondingly Rule 187 in Chapter 16 of the Rajya 
Sabha rulebook governs privilege. 
It says that a member may, with the consent of the Speaker or the Chairperson, raise a question involving a 
breach of privilege either of a member or of the House or of a committee thereof. 
The rules however mandate that any notice should be relating to an incident of recent occurrence and should 
need the intervention of the House. 
  
What is the role of the Speaker/Rajya Sabha Chair? 
The Speaker/RS chairperson is the first level of scrutiny of a privilege motion. The Speaker/Chair can decide on 
the privilege motion himself or herself or refer it to the privileges committee of Parliament. If the 
Speaker/Chair gives consent under Rule 222, the member concerned is given an opportunity to make a short 
statement. 
  
What is the privileges committee? 
In the Lok Sabha, the Speaker nominates a committee of privileges consisting of 15 members as per respective 
party strengths. A report is then presented to the House for its consideration. The Speaker may permit a half-
hour debate while considering the report. The Speaker may then pass final orders or direct that the report be 
tabled before the House. 
A resolution may then be moved relating to the breach of privilege that has to be unanimously passed. 
In the Rajya Sabha, the deputy chairperson heads the committee of privileges, that consists of 10 members. 
  
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

4. Parliamentary standing committees 
What to study? 
For prelims and mains: Parliamentary standing committees- roles, need, functions and significance. 
 
Context: Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla has referred the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (Second Amendment) 
Bill, which seeks to streamline the corporate insolvency resolution process, to the standing committee on 
Finance of which former prime minister Manmohan Singh is a member.  
 
What are the types of committees? 
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aƻǎǘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ ΨǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΩ as their existence is uninterrupted and usually reconstituted on an annual basis; 
ǎƻƳŜ ŀǊŜ ΨǎŜƭŜŎǘΩ committees formed for a specific purpose, for instance, to deliberate on a particular bill. Once 
the Bill is disposed of, that select committee ceases to exist. Some standing committees are departmentally 
related. 
CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƛǎ ŀ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜΤ ƘŜƴŎŜ finance committees are 
considered to be particularly powerful. The three financial committees are the Public Accounts Committee, the 
Estimates Committee and the Committee on Public Undertakings. 
  
Powers: 
Parliamentary committees draw their authority from Article 105 (on privileges of Parliament members) and 
Article 118 όƻƴ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǊǳƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ regulating its procedure and conduct of business). 
  
Significance: 
Committee reports are usually exhaustive and provide authentic information on matters related to governance. 
Bills that are referred to committees are returned to the House with significant value addition. Parliament is not 
bound by the recommendations of committees. 
 
Why have parliamentary committees? 

1. tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƳōƻŘƛƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΦ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƴ instrument of Parliament for its 
own effective functioning.  

2. Committees are platforms for threadbare discussion on a proposed law. 
3. The smaller cohort of lawmakers, assembled on the basis of the proportional strength of individual 

parties and interests and expertise of individual lawmakers, could have more open, intensive and better-
informed discussions. 

4. Committee meetings are ΨŎƭƻǎŜŘ ŘƻƻǊΩ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ōƻǳƴŘ ōȅ ǇŀǊǘȅ ǿƘƛǇǎΣ which allows them 
the latitude for a more meaningful exchange of views as against discussions in full and open Houses 
where grandstanding and party positions invariably take precedence. 

5. Members of Parliament may have great acumen but they would require the assistance of experts in 
dealing with such situations. It is through committees that such expertise is drawn into lawmaking.  

6. Executive accountability to the legislature is enforced through questions in Parliament also, which are 
answered by ministers. However, department standing committees go one step further and hear from 
senior officials of the government in a closed setting, allowing for more detailed discussions. 

7. This mechanism also enables parliamentarians to understand the executive processes closely.  
 
How can these committees be made more effective? 

1. tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ-wise research support available. The knowledge 
gap is partially bridged by expert testimony from government and other stakeholders. Their work could 
be made more effective if the committees had full-time, sector-specific research staff. 

2. The national commission to review the working of the Constitution has recommended that in order to 
strengthen the committee system, research support should be made available to them. 

3. /ǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜǎ ƻŦ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ōƛƭƭ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ǇŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ 
for scrutiny. While this allows the government greater flexibility and the ability to speed up legislative 
business, it comes at the cost of ineffective scrutiny by the highest law-making body. Mandatory 
scrutiny of all bills by parliamentary committees would ensure better planning of legislative business. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 
Topics: Statutory, regulatory and various quasi -judicial bodies.  

1. National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) 
What to study? 
For Prelims and mains: NCLAT- objectives, composition and significance. 
 
Context: Government to set up National Company Law Appellate Tribunal Bench in Chennai. 
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About NCLAT: 
National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) was constituted under Section 410 of the Companies Act, 
2013. 
 
Functions: 

1. It hears appeals against the orders of National Company Law Tribunal(s) (NCLT), with effect from 1st 
June, 2016. 

2. It is the Appellate Tribunal for hearing appeals against the orders passed by NCLT(s) under Section 61 of 
the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 (IBC). 

3. It is the Appellate Tribunal for hearing appeals against the orders passed by Insolvency and Bankruptcy 
Board of India under Section 202 and Section 211 of IBC. 

4. It is the Appellate Tribunal to hear and dispose of appeals against any direction issued or decision made 
or order passed by the Competition Commission of India (CCI). 

  
Composition: 
The President of the Tribunal and the chairperson and Judicial Members of the Appellate Tribunal shall be 
appointed after consultation with the Chief Justice of India. 
The Members of the Tribunal and the Technical Members of the Appellate Tribunal shall be appointed on the 
recommendation of a Selection Committee consisting of: 

1. Chief Justice of India or his nomineeτChairperson. 
2. A senior Judge of the Supreme Court or a Chief Justice of High Courtτ Member. 
3. Secretary in the Ministry of Corporate AffairsτMember. 
4. Secretary in the Ministry of Law and JusticeτMember. 
5. Secretary in the Department of Financial Services in the Ministry of Financeτ Member. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

2. International Financial Services Centres Authority Bill, 2019 
What to study? 
For Prelims: What are IFSCs. Their functions and how are they regulated? 
For Mains: Challenges in their management and the need for a unified authority. 
 
Context: The International Financial Services Centres Authority Bill, 2019 is likely to be taken up by Parliament 
for discussion next week. 
 
What is an IFSC? 
An IFSC enables bringing back the financial services and transactions that are currently carried out in offshore 
financial centers by Indian corporate entities and overseas branches / subsidiaries of financial institutions (FIs) to 
India by offering business and regulatory environment that is comparable to other leading international financial 
centers in the world like London and Singapore. 
It would provide Indian corporates easier access to global financial markets. 
 
What are the services an IFSC can provide? 

¶ Fund-raising services for individuals, corporations and governments. 

¶ Asset management and global portfolio diversification undertaken by pension funds, insurance 
companies and mutual funds. 

¶ Wealth management. 

¶ Global tax management and cross-border tax liability optimization, which provides a business 
opportunity for financial intermediaries, accountants and law firms. 

¶ Global and regional corporate treasury management operations that involve fund-raising, liquidity 
investment and management and asset-liability matching. 

¶ Risk management operations such as insurance and reinsurance. 

¶ Merger and acquisition activities among trans-national corporations. 
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The bill seeks to setup an authority- The International Financial Services Centres Authority. 
Management of the Authority: Consisting of a Chairperson, one Member each to be nominated by the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI), the Securities Exchange Board of India (SEBI), the Insurance Regulatory and Development 
Authority of India (IRDAI) and the Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA), two members 
to be dominated by the Central Government and two other whole-time or full-time or part-time members. 
 
Functions of the Authority: 

¶ Regulate all such financial services, financial products and FIs in an IFSC which has already been 
permitted by the Financial Sector Regulators for IFSCs. 

¶ Regulate such other financial products, financial services or FIs as may be notified by the Central 
Government from time to time. 

¶ Recommend to the Central Government such other financial products, financial services and financial 
institutions which may be permitted in the IFSCs. 

 
Powers of the Authority: 
All powers exercisable by the respective financial sector regulatory (viz. RBI, SEBI, IRDAI, and PFRDA etc.) under 
the respective Acts shall be solely exercised by the Authority in the IFSCs in so far as the regulation of financial 
products, financial services and FIs that are permitted in the IFSC are concerned. 
 
Who is covered? 
The Bill will be applicable to all International Financial Services Centres (IFSCs) set up under the Special 
Economic Zones Act, 2005. 
The first IFSC in India has been set up at the Gujarat International Finance Tec-City (GIFT City) in Gandhinagar. 
 
Need for and the benefits of a unified authority: 

¶ Multiple regulators: Currently, the banking, capital markets and insurance sectors in IFSC are regulated 
by multiple regulators, i.e. RBI, SEBI and IRDAI. 

¶ The dynamic nature of business in the IFSCs necessitates a high degree of inter-regulatory coordination. 
It also requires regular clarifications and frequent amendments in the existing regulations governing 
financial activities in IFSCs. 

¶ The development of financial services and products in IFSCs would require focussed and dedicated 
regulatory interventions. 

Therefore, a unified financial regulator for IFSCs in India would provide world class regulatory environment to 
financial market participants. This also essential from an ease of doing business perspective. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

3. GST Council 
What to study? 
For Prelims: About GST Council- composition, functions and related key facts, overview of GST. 
For Mains: Issues associated with GST, need for reforms and various measures announced in this regard. 
 
Context: The all-powerful GST Council, in its 38th meeting has voted for uniform rate of 28% on lotteries across 
the country. 
To facilitate the setting up industrial parks, the Council has decided that all entities with 20% 
ownership by central or state governments will be exempt from GST payable for long-term land leases from 
January 1, 2020. Earlier, only entities with a 50% government stake were exempt. 
 
Why do we need a GST Council? 

1. The predominant responsibility of the GST Council is to ensure to have one uniform tax rate for goods 
and services across the nation. 

2. It is the key decision-making body that will take all important decisions regarding the GST. 
3. It dictates tax rate, tax exemption, the due date of forms, tax laws, and tax deadlines, keeping in mind 

special rates and provisions for some states. 
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How is the GST Council structured? 
The Goods and Services Tax (GST) is governed by the GST 
Council. Article 279 (1) of the amended Indian 
Constitution states that the GST Council has to be 
constituted by the President within 60 days of the 
commencement of the Article 279A. 
  
Composition: 
According to the article, GST Council will be a joint forum 
for the Centre and the States. It consists of the following 
members: 

1. The Union Finance Minister will be the Chairperson 
2. As a member, the Union Minister of State will be in 

charge of Revenue of Finance 
3. The Minister in charge of finance or taxation or any 

other Minister nominated by each State 
government, as members. 

  
GST Council recommendations: 
Article 279A (4) specifies that the Council will make recommendations to the Union and the States on the 
important issues related to GST, such as, the goods and services will be subject or exempted from the Goods and 
Services Tax. 
 

Topics: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 
arising out of their design and implementation.  

1. Centre stops online sale of medicines 
What to study? 
For Prelims: About DCGI. 
For Mains: Need for regulation and significance of e pharmacies. 
 
Context: Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI) has asked all states and Union Territories to prohibit sale of 
drugs by online pharmacies as per the Delhi High Court order. 
 
Background: 
The Delhi High Court in December 2018 had ordered the ban on sale of illegal or unlicensed online sale of 
medicines till the government drafts rules to regulate e-pharmacies.  
 
How online pharmacies are currently operating in India? 
Online pharmacies are operating in the country without a drug licence as there are no rules framed for the 
sector.  
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƴƻǿΚ 
The PIL filed in the court observed that the online illegal sale of medicines would lead to a drug epidemic, drug 
abuse and misuse of habit forming and addictive drugs. 
The PIL also said that since there was no mechanism to control the sale of medicines online, this puts health and 
lives of people at a high risk and affects their right to a safe and healthy life under Article 21 of the Constitution. 
In response, E-pharmacies told the Court that they do not require a license for online sale of drugs and 
prescription medicines as they do not sell them, instead they are only delivering the medications akin to food-
delivery app Swiggy. 
 
Other risks that exist in buying drugs online: 

1. Supply of fake and illegal drugs. 
2. Abuse on account of fake or forged or no prescriptions. 
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3. Lack of verification of the ultimate user. 
4. Unhealthy competition. 
5. Abuse of critical health data generated online. 
6. Mishandling during transport. 

 
Draft rules: 
Ministry of health and family welfare, in September 2018, issued a draft notification on the sale of drugs by E-
Pharmacies. It sought to amend the Drugs and Cosmetics Rules to enable registration of the e pharmacies and 
monitoring of their functioning. 
 
Highlights of the Draft: 

1. All the e-pharmacies have to be registered compulsorily with the Central Drugs Standard control 
organisation. 

2. Psychotropic substances, habit-forming medicines like cough syrup and sleeping pills, schedule x drugs 
will not be sold online. 

3. Apart from registration, the e pharmacies have to obtain a license from the State government to sell the 
medicines online. 

4. The application of registration of e-pharmacy will have to be accompanied by a sum of Rs 50,000 while 
asserting that an e-pharmacy registration holder will have to comply with provisions of Information 
Technology Act, 2000 (21 of 2000). 

5. The details of patient shall be kept confidential and shall not be disclosed to any person other than the 
central government or the state government concerned, as the case may be. 

6. The supply of any drug shall be made against a cash or credit memo generated through the e-pharmacy 
portal and such memos shall be maintained by the e-pharmacy registration holder as record. 

7. Both state and central drug authorities will be monitoring the data of sales and transactions of e 
pharmacies. Any violation of rules the registration of e-pharmacies will be suspended, and it can be 
cancelled too. 

8. The premises from which e-pharmacy is operated regular inspections will be conducted every two years 
by the central licencing authority. 

 
Need for regulation: 
Ministry of Health, Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation and an expert committee appointed by the drug 
consultative committee have already concluded that the online sale of medicines is in contravention of the 
provisions of Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940 and the other allied laws.  
Still lakhs of drugs are being sold on internet every day. Some of the drugs/medicines contain narcotic and 
psychotropic substances and some can even cause antibiotic resistant-bacteria which is a threat not only to the 
patient but to the humanity at large. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

2. Fugitive Economic Offender 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Definition of Economic Offender, features of Fugitive Economic Offenders Act. 
For Mains: Significance of the law and issues that need to be addressed. 
 
Context: A special court has declared diamond businessman Nirav Modi, the key accused in the $2 billion Punjab 
National Bank (PNB) fraud case, a fugitive economic offender, on a plea of the Enforcement Directorate. 
 
Key facts: 
Nirav Modi is the second businessman, after liquor tycoon Vijay Mallya, to be declared a fugitive economic 
offender under provisions of the Fugitive Economic Offenders (FEO) Act, which came into existence in August 
last year. 
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜΚ 
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¶ As per ED, Nirav Modi and his uncle Choksi, in connivance with certain bank officials, allegedly cheated 
the PNB to the tune of  мпΣллл crore through issuance of fraudulent Letters of Undertaking (LoUs). 

¶ These LoUs were allegedly issued in a fraudulent manner by a Mumbai branch of the PNB to the group 
of companies belonging to Nirav Modi since March 2011, till the case came to light. 

 
Implications: 
The investigative agency can now confiscate properties of Nirav Modi which are not directly related to the cases 
against him. 
 
Definition- Fugitive Economic Offender: 
A person can be named an offender under the law if there is an arrest warrant against him or her for 
involvement in economic offences involving at least Rs. 100 crore or more and has fled from India to escape 
legal action. 
  
The procedure: 

1. The investigating agencies have to file an application in a Special Court under the Prevention of Money-
Laundering Act containing details of the properties to be confiscated, and any information about the 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜŀōƻǳǘǎ. 

2. The Special Court will issue a notice for the person to appear at a specified place and date at least six 
weeks from the issue of notice. 

3. Proceedings will be terminated if the person appears. If not the person would be declared as a Fugitive 
Economic Offender based on the evidence filed by the investigating agencies. 

4. The person who is declared as a Fugitive Economic Offender can challenge the proclamation in the High 
Court within 30 days of such declaration according to the Fugitive Economic Offenders Act, 2018. 

  
Sources: the hindu. 
 

3. Data Protection Bill 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Key features of the bill. 
For Mains: Concerns and issues. 
 
Context: Cleared by the Cabinet, the Personal Data Protection Bill is due to be placed in Parliament. 
The Bill has three key aspects that were not previously included in a draft version, prepared by a committee 
headed by retired Justice B N Srikrishna. 
 
How does the bill seek to regulate data? 
The bill constitutes 3 personal information types: 

1. Critical. 
2. Sensitive. 
3. General. 

 
Sensitive data constitutes or is related to passwords, financial data, health data, official identifier, sexual 
orientation, religious or caste data, biometric data and genetic data. It may be processed outside India with the 
explicit consent of the user. 
Critical data will be characterised by the government every once in a while, and must be stored and handled 
only in India. 
General data: Any data that is non-critical and non-sensitive is categorised as general data with no limitation on 
where it is stored or managed. 
 
Other Key provisions: 
Data principal: As per the bill, it is the individual whose data is being stored and processed. 
Exemptions: The government is qualified to order any data fiduciary to acquire personal and non-
personal/anonymised data for the sake of research and for national security and criminal investigations. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com       30  InsightsIAS 

Social media companies, which are deemed significant data fiduciaries based on factors such as volume and 
sensitivity of data as well as their turnover, should develop their own user verification mechanism. 
An independent regulator Data Protection Agency (DPA) will oversee assessments and audits and definition 
making. 
Each company will have a Data Protection Officer (DPO) who will liaison with the DPA for auditing, grievance 
redressal, recording maintenance and more. 
The bill also grants individuals the right to data portability, and the ability to acŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ 
data. 
The right to be forgotten: this right allows an individual to remove consent for data collection and disclosure. 
 
Why does data protection matter? 
With a population of over a billion, there are about 500 million active web users and LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ƛǎ 
second only to China.  
Large collection of information about individuals and their online habits has become an important source of 
profits. It is also a potential avenue for invasion of privacy because it can reveal extremely personal aspects. 
Companies, governments, and political parties find it valuable because they can use it to find the most 
convincing ways to advertise to you online. 
Besides, presently, there are no laws on the utilisation of individual information and forestalling its abuse, 
even though the Supreme Court maintained the right to privacy as a fundamental right back directly in 2017. 
 
How is data handled? 
Data is collected and handled by entities called data fiduciaries. 
While the fiduciary controls how and why data is processed, the processing itself may be by a third party, the 
data processor. 
The physical attributes of data τ where data is stored, where it is sent, where it is turned into something useful 
τ are called data flows. 
 
Why there are Concerns over the bill? 
The bill is like a two-sided sword. While it protects the personal data of Indians by empowering them with data 
principal rights, on the other hand, it gives the central government with exemptions which are against the 
principles of processing personal data. 
The government can process even sensitive personal data when needed, without explicit permission from the 
data principals. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

4. Kannadigas to get priority in the private sector 
What to study? 
For Prelims: About the new policy of Karnataka. 
For Mains: Significance, challenges and concerns associated, what is the need of the hour? 
 
Context: The Karnataka government has amended rules directing industrial establishments that have taken any 
support from the government to givŜ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ YŀƴƴŀŘƛƎŀǎ ƛƴ Ƨƻōǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǇ ŦƭƻƻǊ ƛƴ Ψ/Ω ŀƴŘ Ψ5Ω ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ƻŦ 
employees. 
 
Key facts: 

¶ The industries getting incentives from the government must provide 100 percent reservation in their 
blue-collared jobs and those not availing any benefits are required to accord priority to Kannadigas. 

¶ The revised rules also empower the state to intervene if private companies fail to implement the rules in 
letter and spirit. 

 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛǎ for this move? 
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Competition from outsiders: In the last few years, Bangalore has witnessed a huge population influx from all 
corners of India naturally upsetting the local and migrant balance and causing social friction primarily owing to 
economic reasons. 
With not enough jobs being created and the poor spread of those that are getting created, the pressure on, and 
in, relatively better-performing states is growing. 
 
Issues associated with this policy: 

1. By arm-twisting the private sector into forcibly hiring Kannadigas irrespective of merit or 
qualification, the indirect assumption seems to be that Kannadigas are incapable of finding jobs on 
their own merit or hard work. 

2. Even as the move will benefit the Kannadiga population, the private sector could suffer a setback as it 
would hinder choosing the best candidates, irrespective of the linguistic background or domicile of the 
person, to comply with the rule. 

3. Also, once it is enforced, there is no stopping other states from coming up with similar populist 
policies, even for white-collar jobs where merit is paramount for productivity. This could mean greater 
informalisation of labour, which in turn means greater insecurity for the same workers whose interests 
the Karnataka government is purportedly protecting with the move. 

4. The end result of industry loss of confidence and business moving elsewhere would, of course, be a 
decline in the economic well-being of the Kannadiga blue-collar workers the policy is supposed to 
protect. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

5. Partial Credit Guarantee Scheme 
What to study? 
For Prelims and mains: Key features, coverage and significance of the scheme. 
 
Context: Partial Credit Guarantee Scheme for NBFCs gets cabinet nod. 
 
Key features of the scheme: 

¶ It allows for purchase of high-rated pooled assets from financially-sound non-banking financial 
companies (NBFCs) and housing finance companies (HFCs) by public sector banks (PSBs). 

¶ The scheme would cover NBFCs and HFCs that might have slipped into "SMA-0" category during the 
one-year period prior to August 1, 2018, and asset pools rated "BBB+" or higher. 

¶ The window for one-time partial credit guarantee offered by the government would remain open till 
June 30, 2020 or till such date by which Rs 1 lakh crore worth of assets get purchased by the banks, 
whichever is earlier. 

¶ The Finance Minister would have the power to extend the validity of the scheme by up to three months 
by taking into account its progress. 

 
Significance: 
The proposed Government Guarantee support and resultant pool buyouts will help address NBFCs/HFCs resolve 
their temporary liquidity or cash flow mismatch issues. 
This will also enable them to continue contributing to credit creation and providing last mile lending to 
borrowers, thereby spurring economic growth. 
 
Sources: pib. 
 

6. Atal Bhujal yojana 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Atal Bhujal Yojana- Objectives, funding and implementation, CGWA. 
For Mains: Groundwater crisis- reasons, challenges, concerns and solutions, various efforts by the government. 
 
For Prelims: 
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About Atal Bhujal Yojana: 
It is a Rs.6000 crore World Bank approved Central Sector Scheme of the Ministry of Jal Shakti. 
The funding pattern is 50:50 between Government of India and World Bank. 
Aims to improve ground water management in priority areas in the country through community participation. 
  
Priority areas: 

¶ The priority areas identified under the scheme fall in the states of Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka, Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh. 

¶ These States represent about 25% of the total number of over-exploited, critical and semi-critical blocks 
in terms of ground water in India. 

¶ They also cover two major types of groundwater systems found in India ς alluvial and hard rock aquifers- 
and have varying degrees of institutional readiness and experience in groundwater management. 

  
Implementation of the scheme: 
Funds under the scheme will be provided to the states for strengthening the institutions responsible for ground 
water governance, as well as for encouraging community involvement for improving ground water management 
to foster behavioural changes that promote conservation and efficient use of water. The scheme will also 
facilitate convergence of ongoing Government schemes in the states by incentivizing their focussed 
implementation in identified priority areas. 
 
Value addition for Mains: 
Expected outcomes: 
The implementation of the scheme is expected to have several positive outcomes like better understanding of 
the ground water regime, focused and integrated community based approach for addressing issues related to 
ground water depletion, sustainable ground water management through convergence of on-going and new 
schemes, adoption of efficient water use practices to reduce ground water use for irrigation and augmentation 
of ground water resources in targeted areas. 
  
Status of groundwater in India: 
Central Ground Water Authority (CGWA) is regulating ground water development in States/UTs. As per the 
assessment of dynamic ground water resources of country carried out jointly by CGWB and State Ground Water 
Departments, out of the total 6584 numbers of assessment units (Block/ Taluks/ Mandals/ watershed/ Firkka), 
млоп ǳƴƛǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛȊŜŘ ŀǎ ΨhǾŜǊ-ŜȄǇƭƻƛǘŜŘΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ rapid 
urbanization & industrialization and other related factors. 
 
Sources: pib. 
 

7. Drug prices control order 
What to study? 
For Prelims: About NPPA, DPCO and scheduled drugs. 
For Mains: Issues involved and the need for drug price monitoring, relevance of DPCO. 
 
Context: National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) has allowed an increase in the maximum retail 
prices of 21 drugs currently under price control by as much as 50%. 
 
Significance: 
The decision has been taken to ensure that the life saving essential drugs must remain available to the general 
public at all times. This is to avoid a situation where these drugs become unavailable in the market and the 
public is forced to switch to costly alternatives. This is the first time the NPPA τ which is known to slash prices 
of essential and life-saving medicines τ is increasing prices in public interest. 
 
²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ά5ǊǳƎǎ όtǊƛŎŜs /ƻƴǘǊƻƭύ hǊŘŜǊ ό5t/hύέ Κ  
The Drugs Prices Control Order is an order issued by the Government of India under Sec. 3 of Essential 
Commodities Act, 1955 to regulate the prices of drugs. 
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The Order interalia provides the list of price controlled drugs, procedures for fixation of prices of drugs, method 
of implementation of prices fixed by Govt., penalties for contravention of provisions etc. 
For the purpose of implementing provisions of DPCO, powers of Govt. have been vested in NPPA. 
 
Are all the drugs marketed in the country under price control ?  
No. The National List of Essential Medicines (NLEM) 2011 is adopted as the primary basis for determining 
essentiality, which constitutes the list of scheduled medicines for the purpose of price control. The DPCO 2013 
contains more than 600 scheduled drug formulations spread across 27 therapeutic groups. However, the prices 
of other drugs can be regulated, if warranted in public interest. 
  
What is NPPA and its role?  
National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA), was established on 29th August 1997 as an independent body 
of experts as per the decision taken by the Cabinet committee in September 1994 while reviewing Drug Policy. 
Functions: The Authority, interalia, has been entrusted with the task of fixation/revision of prices of 
pharmaceutical products (bulk drugs and formulations), enforcement of provisions of the Drugs (Prices Control) 
Order and monitoring of the prices of controlled and decontrolled drugs in the country. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

8. Prevention of Damage to Public Property Act 
What to study? 
For Prelims: What is Public Property Act? 
For Mains: Concerns over damages to public properties, need for review of the law and the relevant 
guidelines. 
 
Context: Despite a law against the destruction of property, incidents of rioting, vandalism, and arson have been 
common during protests across the country. 
And the Supreme Court has recently expressed displeasure over rioting and destruction of public property. 
 
For Prelims: 
What the Prevention of Damage to Public Property Act, 1984 says? 
It ǇǳƴƛǎƘŜǎ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ άǿƘƻ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǎ ƳƛǎŎƘƛŜŦ ōȅ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ŀŎǘ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅέ with a jail term 
of up to five years and a fine or both. 
Provisions of this law can be coupled with those under the Indian Penal Code. 
 
What is a public property? 
tǳōƭƛŎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ !Ŏǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ άŀƴȅ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛth the 
production, distribution or supply of water, light, power or energy; any oil installation; any sewage works; any 
mine or factory; any means of public transportation or of telecommunications, or any building, installation or 
other property used in coƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜǊŜǿƛǘƘέΦ 
 
Value addition for Mains: 
Need for review: 
The Supreme Court has on several earlier occasions found the law inadequate, and has attempted to fill the 
gaps through guidelines. 
2007: TƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘ ǘƻƻƪ ǎǳƻ Ƴƻǘǳ ŎƻƎƴƛȊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ άǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƛƴǎǘŀƴces where there was large scale destruction of 
public and private properties in the name of agitations, bandhs, hartals and thŜ ƭƛƪŜέΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ two 
Committees headed by former apex court judge Justice K T Thomas and senior advocate Fali Nariman to 
suggest changes to the law. 
2009 case of In Re: Destruction of Public & Private Properties v State of AP and Ors: The Supreme Court issued 
guidelines based on the recommendations of the two expert Committees. 
 
SC guidelines based on Thomas Committee recommendations: 

¶ Reverse the burden of proof against protesters. 
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¶ Prosecution should be required to prove that public property had been damaged in direct action called 
by an organisation, and the accused also participated in such direct action. From that stage the burden 
can be shifted to the accused to prove his innocence. 

¶ The law must be amended to give the court the power to draw a presumption that the accused is 
guilty of destroying public property, and it would then be open to the accused to rebut such 
presumption. 

 
.ŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ bŀǊƛƳŀƴ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎΥ 

¶ Rioters would be made strictly liable for the damage, and compensation would bŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ άƳŀƪŜ 
ƎƻƻŘέ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƳŀƎŜΦ 

¶ Where persons, whether jointly or otherwise, are part of a protest which turns violent, results in 
damage to private or public property, the persons who have caused the damage, or were part of the 
protest or who have organized it will be deemed to be strictly liable for the damage so caused, which 
may be assessed by the ordinary courts or by any special procedure created to enforce the right. 

¶ High Courts should order suo motu action, and set up a machinery to investigate the damage caused and 
award compensation wherever mass destruction to property takes place due to protests. 

 
Impact of guidelines: 
Like the law, the guidelines too, have had a limited impact. This is because the identification of protesters 
remains difficult, especially in cases where there is no leader who gave the call to protest. 
In its verdict in Koshy Jacob vs Union Of India, the court reiterated that the law needed to be updated τ but it 
did not grant the petitioner any compensation since the organisers of the protest were not before the court. 
 
Sources: Indian Express. 
 

9. Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana-lll (PMGSY-III) 
What to study? 
For prelims and mains: features and significance of PMGSY, need for enhanced rural connectivity. 
 
Context: Phase III of Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) has been launched. 
 
For Prelims and Mains: 
Features of Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana-lll (PMGSY-III): 

1. Under the PMGSY-III Scheme, it is proposed to consolidate 1,25,000 Km road length in the States. 
2. It involves consolidation of Through Routes and Major Rural Links connecting habitations to Gramin 

Agricultural Markets (GrAMs), Higher Secondary Schools and Hospitals. 
3. The funds would be shared in the ratio of 60:40 between the Centre and State for all States except for 

8 North Eastern states and Himachal Pradesh & Uttarakhand for which it is 90:10. 
 
Background: 
A total of 5,99,090 Km road length has been constructed under the scheme since inception till April, 2019 
(inclusive of PMGSY-I, PMGSY-II and RCPLWEA Scheme. 
 
PMGSY-I: 
PMGSY was launched in December, 2000 with an objective to provide single all-weather road connectivity to 
eligible unconnected habitation of designated population size (500+ in plain areas and 250+ in North-East, hill, 
tribal and desert areas as per Census, 2001) for overall socio-economic development of the areas. 
  
Road Connectivity Project for Left Wing Extremism Area (RCPLWEA): 
Launched in the year 2016 as a separate vertical under PMGSY to provide all-weather road connectivity with 
necessary culverts and cross-drainage structures in 44 districts (35 are worst LWE affected districts and 09 are 
adjoining districts), which are critical from security and communication point of view. Under the Scheme, 5,066 
Km road length has been sanctioned. 
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Sources: the Hindu. 
 

10. Swadesh Darshan scheme 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: Features and significance of the scheme, Important circuits and overview of their 
locations and geographical significance. 
 
Context: The Cabinet approves the release of funds for 10 projects of the Swadesh Darshan Scheme sanctioned 
in 2018-19. 
 
About Swadesh Darshan Scheme: 
Tourism Ministry launched the scheme in 2015. 
Objective: to develop theme-based tourist circuits in the country. These tourist circuits will be developed on the 
principles of high tourist value, competitiveness and sustainability in an integrated manner. 
Under the Scheme 15 circuits have been identified for development namely Himalayan Circuit, North East 
Circuit, Krishna Circuit, Buddhist Circuit and Coastal Circuit, Desert Circuit, Tribal Circuit, Eco Circuit, Wildlife 
Circuit, Rural Circuit, Spiritual Circuit, Ramayana Circuit, Heritage Circuit, Tirthankar Circuit and Sufi Circuit. 
 
Features of Swadesh Darshan Scheme: 

¶ 100% centrally funded for the project components undertaken for public funding. 

¶ To leverage the voluntary funding available for Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)initiatives of Central 
Public Sector Undertakings and corporate sector. 

¶ Funding of individual project will vary from state to state and will be finalised on the basis of detailed 
project reports prepared by PMC (Programme Management Consultant). 

¶ PMC will be a national level consultant to be appointed by the Mission Directorate. 

¶ A National Steering Committee (NSC)will be constituted with Minister in charge of M/O Tourism as 
Chairman, to steer the mission objectives and vision of the scheme. 

¶ A Mission Directorate headed by the Member Secretary, NSC as a nodal officer will help in identification 
of projects in consultation with the States/ UTs governments and other stake holders. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

11. Atal Bhujal Yojana (AJY) 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Atal Bhujal Yojana- Objectives, funding and implementation, CGWA. 
For Mains: Groundwater crisis- reasons, challenges, concerns and solutions, various efforts by the government. 
 
Context: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on December 25, 2019 launched a scheme to conserve ground water in 
regions with low water tables. 
 
About Atal Bhujal Yojana: 
It is a Rs.6000 crore World Bank approved Central Sector Scheme of the Ministry of Jal Shakti. 
The funding pattern is 50:50 between Government of India and World Bank. 
Aims to improve ground water management in priority areas in the country through community participation. 
 
¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ άŜƴǾƛǎŀƎŜǎέΥ 

1. Community ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ŜƎΣ άŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ²ŀǘŜǊ ¦ǎŜǊ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎέ. 
2. Monitoring and dissemination of data. 
3. Water budgeting. 
4. Panchayat-level plans. 
5. Information, Education & Communication (IEC) activities. 

 
Priority areas: 
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1. The priority areas identified under the scheme fall in the states of Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka, Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh. 

2. These States represent about 25% of the total number of over-exploited, critical and semi-critical blocks 
in terms of ground water in India. 

3. They also cover two major types of groundwater systems found in India ς alluvial and hard rock aquifers- 
and have varying degrees of institutional readiness and experience in groundwater management. 

 
Implementation of the scheme: 
Funds under the scheme will be provided to the states for strengthening the institutions responsible for ground 
water governance, as well as for encouraging community involvement for improving ground water management 
to foster behavioural changes that promote conservation and efficient use of water. The scheme will also 
facilitate convergence of ongoing Government schemes in the states by incentivizing their focussed 
implementation in identified priority areas. 
 
Sources: pib. 
 

12. Illegal cultivation of Bt brinjal 
What to study? 
For prelims and mains: bt crops- need, concerns, challenges in preventing their cultivation and measures 
needed. 
 
Context: Illegal Bt brinjal cultivation in Haryana have been confirmed recently. 
 
Background: 
India banned Bt brinjal in 2010.   
 
Need of the hour- the GEAC should: 

1. Visit the farms and conduct tests. 
2. Identify the source of seeds. 
3. Destroy GM crops. 
4. Compensate losses incurred by farmers. 
5. Penalise distributing companies. 
6. Form a mechanism to avoid such incidents in the future. 

 
What is a GM crop? 
A GM or transgenic crop is a plant that has a novel 
combination of genetic material obtained through the 
use of modern biotechnology. 

¶ For example, a GM crop can contain a gene(s) 
that has been artificially inserted instead of the 
plant acquiring it through pollination. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ƛǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ōŜ άƎŜƴŜǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ 
ƳƻŘƛŦƛŜŘέ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛƴ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƭƭ ŎǊƻǇǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
άƎŜƴŜǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƳƻŘƛŦƛŜŘέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǿƛƭŘ 
state by domestication, selection, and controlled 
breeding over long periods of time. 

 
Do we need GM crops? 
Yes and why? 

1. Higher crop yields. 
2. Reduced farm costs. 
3. Increased farm profit. 
4. Improvement in health and the environment. 
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No and why? 
Lack of clarity: The scientific community seems uncertain about the GM technology. While there are many in 
this community who feel that the benefits outweigh the risks, others point to the irreversibility of this 
technology and uncontrollability of the Genetically Modified Organisms (GMO) once introduced in the 
ecosystem.  
Threat to domestic crops: Globally, there is a clear view that GM crops must not be introduced in centres of 
origin and diversity. India also has mega biodiversity hotspots like the Eastern Himalayas and the Western Ghats 
which are rich in biodiversity yet ecologically very sensitive.  
 
There is also a potential for pests to evolve resistance to the toxins produced by GM crops and the risk of these 
toxins affecting nontarget organisms. There is also the danger of unintentionally introducing allergens and other 
anti-nutrition factors in foods. 
 
Sources: Down to Earth. 
 

Topics: Development processes and the development industry- the role of NGOs, SHGs, 
various groups and  associations, donors, charities,  institutional  and other stakeholders. 

1. ΨEat righǘ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΩ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Key features of the movement, what are TPCs, need for a limit. 
For Mains: Significance and the need for staying healthy, government measures to keep the country healthy 
and raise awareness about it. 
 
Context: Western Railway's Mumbai Central Terminus has become India's first Eat Right Station. Food Safety & 
Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has rated the station with four stars. 
 
Background: 

¶ The station was graded on the basis of food safety and hygiene, availability of healthy diet, food 
handling at preparation and food waste management among others. 

¶ The food was certified and rated after a thorough inspection. 'Eat Right Station' is a ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ9ŀǘ 
Right India' initiative that was launched by FSSAI in 2018 to help passengers make a healthy choice. 

 
About Eat Right Movement: 
It was launched by the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI). 
The movement aims to cut down salt/sugar and oil consumption by 30% in three years. 
It also aims to engage and enable citizens to improve their health and well-being by making the right food 
choices. 
  
Measures in place: 
FSSAI has put in place robust regulatory measures under three major pillars: Eat Safe, Eat Health and Eat 
Sustainably for the programme. 
FSSAI has prescribed a limit for Total Polar Compounds (TPC) at 25% in cooking oil to avoid the harmful effects 
of reused cooking oil. 
  
Significance of the campaign: 
The country is in need of a movement on preventive health for all in the backdrop of the increasing burden of 
non-communicable diseases including diabetes, hypertension and heart diseases, widespread deficiencies of 
vitamins and minerals and rampant food-borne illnesses. 
The Eat Right India movement acts as a crucial preventive healthcare measure to trigger social and behavioural 
change through a judicious mix of regulatory measures, combined with soft interventions for ensuring 
awareness and capacity building of food businesses and citizens alike. 
  
Sources: the Hindu. 
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2. What is Eat Right Mela? 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Key features of the movement, what are TPCs, need for a limit. 
For Mains: Significance and the need for staying healthy, government measures to keep the country healthy 
and raise awareness about it. 
 
Context: Recently, Union Minister of Health & Family Welfare inaugurated the 2nd edition of Eat Right Mela in 
New Delhi. 
 
What is Eat Right Mela? 
!ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǘ wƛƎƘǘ LƴŘƛŀ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ Ψ9ŀǘ wƛƎƘǘ aŜƭŀΩ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜΣ ŜȄŎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŀōƭŜ 
citizens to eat right through an info-tainment model. Eat Right Melas have been envisioned for massive outreach 
to build awareness on safe food and healthy diets through an interactive and informative model. 
 

3. Skills Build Platform 
What to study? 
For Prelims and mains: Key features and significance of the programme. 
 
Context: India is the 4th country where this Skills Build platform has been launched on 4th bƻǾΩмф. 
 
About Skills Build Platform: 
It is a digital platform developed by IBM enabling holistic learning and aligning it with Skills India initiative by 
Government of India. 
Launched by Directorate General of Training (DGT), under the aegis of Ministry of Skill Development & 
Entrepreneurship (MSDE). 
As part of the programme, a two-year advanced diploma in IT, networking and cloud computing, co-created 
and designed by IBM, will be offered at the Industrial Training Institutes (ITIs) & National Skill Training 
Institutes (NSTIs). 
 
Significance of the programme: 

¶ The digital platform will provide a personal assessment of the cognitive capabilities and personality via 
MyInnerGenius to the students. 

¶ They will then learn foundational knowledge about digital technologies, as well as professional skills 
such as resume-writing, problem solving and communication. 

¶ Students will also receive recommendations on role-based education for specific jobs that include 
technical and professional learning.  

¶ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ L.aΩs global commitment to create a job-ready workforce and to build the next 
generation of skills needed for new collar careers. 

  
Sources: pib. 
 

4. !ǊǳƴŀŎƘŀƭ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊΣ ǇƻǎǘƛƴƎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ 
What to study? 
For Prelims and mains: Key features and significance of the policy. 
 
Context: Arunachal has approved the Arunachal Pradesh Teachers Transfer & Posting Policy, 2020, which will 
help rationalize transfer and posting of teachers serving under the state government. 
 
For Prelims and Mains: 
Key features of the policy: 

¶ Under the new policy, all the government schools will be divided into three categories ς hard, middle 
and soft. 
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¶ All new recruits will be initially given hard posting for a mandatory period of three years, including 
probationary posting, and subsequently middle posting for five years. 

¶ All general transfer of teachers will be made in the month of April/May through online process. 
 
Significance: 
The policy will ensure need-based distribution of teachers to protect the academic interests of the students, 
and optimize job satisfaction among the teachers in a free and transparent manner. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

Topics: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States 
and the performance of these schemes. 

1. Inner Line Permit (ILP) 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Features of ILP system. 
For Mains: Concerns and implications of Citizenship Bill, ways to address these concerns. 
 
Context: Union Home Minister Amit Shah has assured the civil society groups that the Citizenship Bill would 
provide protection to such regions and states where the Inner Line Permit (ILP) is applicable, and autonomous 
administration has been granted under the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution. 
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜΚ 
The Citizenship (Amendment) Bill aims to make it easier for non-Muslim refugees from Bangladesh, Pakistan, 
and Afghanistan to obtain Indian citizenship. 

¶ If it is implemented with provisions for excluding from its ambit the states under the ILP regime, it 
means that beneficiaries under CAB will become Indian citizens but will not be able to settle in these 
three states. 

¶ As a matter of fact, the same restriction applies to existing Indian citizens. 
Now, on these lines, even Assam, Tripura and Meghalaya are demanding the implementation of ILP system. 
 
What is an ILP? 
Simply put, an Inner Line Permit is a document that allows an Indian citizen to visit or stay in a state that is 
protected under the ILP system. 
The ILP is obligatory for all those who reside outside the protected states. 

¶ Currently, the Inner Line Permit is operational in Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram and Nagaland. 

¶ It can be issued for travel purposes solely. 

¶ An ILP is issued by the state government concerned. 
 
Origin of ILP: 
L[tΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴ ŘŀǘŜǎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ the Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulations, 1873- It prƻƘƛōƛǘŜŘ ά.ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎέ ƻǊ 
Indians from entering into these protected areas. 
!ŦǘŜǊ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜΣ ƛƴ мфрлΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ά.ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎέ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ōȅ Citizens of India and the focus of the 
ban on free movement was explained as a bid to protect tribal cultures in northeastern India. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

2. Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group (PVTG) 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: About PVTGs, spread in different states, issues related to their protection and statutory 
rights given to them. 
 
Context: The Union Minister of Tribal Affairs recently informed about the funds released under the PVTGs 
scheme, to the Parliament. 
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Aboǳǘ ΨtŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ±ǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ¢Ǌƛōŀƭ DǊƻǳǇǎ όt±¢DǎύΩΥ 
PVTGs are more vulnerable among the tribal groups. 

¶ They have declining or stagnant population, low level of literacy, pre-agricultural level of technology and 
are economically backward. 

¶ They generally inhabit remote localities having poor infrastructure and administrative support. 
 
Identification: 
In 1975, the Government of India initiated to identify the most vulnerable tribal groups as a separate category 
called PVTGs and declared 52 such groups, while in 1993 an additional 23 groups were added to the category, 
making it a total of 75 PVTGs out of 705 Scheduled Tribes, spread over 18 states and one Union Territory (A&N 
Islands) in the country (2011 census). 
!ƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ тр ƭƛǎǘŜŘ t±¢DΩǎ ǘƘŜ highest number are found in Odisha (13), followed by Andhra Pradesh (12). 
 
Scheme for development of PVTGs: 
The Ministry of Tribal Affairs implements ǘƘŜ {ŎƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ά5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ tŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ±ǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ¢Ǌƛōŀƭ DǊƻǳǇǎ 
όt±¢Dǎύέ exclusively for them. 

¶ Under the scheme, Conservation-cum-Development (CCD)/Annual Plans are to be prepared by each 
State/UT for their PVTGs based on their need assessment, which are then appraised and approved by 
the Project Appraisal Committee of the Ministry. 

¶ Priority is also assigned to PVTGs under the schemes of Special Central Assistance (SCA) to Tribal Sub-
Scheme(TSS), Grants under Article 275(1) of the Constitution, Grants-in-aid to Voluntary Organisations 
working for the welfare of Schedule Tribes and Strengthening of Education among ST Girls in Low 
Literacy Districts. 

  
The criteria followed for determination of PVTGs are as under: 

1. A pre-agriculture level of technology. 
2. A stagnant or declining population. 
3. Extremely low literacy. 
4. A subsistence level of economy. 

  
Sources: Down to Earth. 
 

3. National Pension Scheme for Traders and Self Employed Persons 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Key features, eligibility of the scheme. 
For Mains: Need for and significance of the scheme. 
 
About the scheme: 
It is a pension scheme for the Vyaparis (shopkeepers/retail traders and self-employed persons) with annual 
turnover not exceeding Rs 1.5 crore. 

¶ It is a voluntary and contributory pension scheme. 

¶ The enrolment under the scheme is free of cost for the beneficiaries. 

¶ The enrolment is based upon self-certification. 

¶ It has a provision for minimum assured pension of Rs 3,000/- monthly on attaining the age of 60 years. 

¶ The Central Government shall give 50 % share of the monthly contribution and remaining 50% 
contribution shall be made by the beneficiary. 

  
Eligibility: 

1. Beneficiary is required to have an Aadhaar card and a saving bank/ Jan-dhan Account passbook only. 
2. He/ She should be within 18 to 40 years of age group. 
3. GSTIN is required only for those with turnover above Rs. 40 lakhs. 
4. The beneficiary should not be income tax payer and also not a member of EPFO/ESIC/NPS (Govt.)/PM-

SYM. 
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Significance: 
This scheme will target enrolling 25 lakh subscribers in 2019-20 and 2 crore subscribers by 2023-2024. An 
estimated 3 crore Vyaparis in the country are expected to be benefitted under the pension scheme. 
  
Sources: pib. 
 

4. Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens Bill, 2019 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Key features. 
For Mains: Significance and the need for legislation. 
 
Context: The Union Cabinet has approved The Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens 
(Amendment) Bill, 2019. 
It seeks to amend The Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens Bill, 2007. 
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴŜǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƛƭƭΥ 

1. 5ŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ, ΨƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǿŜƭŦŀǊŜΩ Ƙas been expanded. 
2. Mode of submission of application for maintenance has been enlarged. 
3. Ceiling of Rs 10,000/- as maintenance amount has been removed. 
4. Preference to dispose of applications of senior citizens, above eighty years of age, early has been 

included. 
5. Registration of Senior Citizens Care Homes/Homecare Service Agencies etc. have been included. 
6. Minimum standards for senior citizen care homes has been included in the Bill. 
7. Appointment of Nodal Police Officers for Senior Citizens in every Police Station and District level Special 

Police Unit for Senior Citizens has been included. 
8. Maintenance of Helpline for senior citizens has ōŜŜƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΦέ 

 
Elderly as a resource: 
The elderly should be seen as a blessing, not a burden. The elderly are becoming the fastest growing, but 
underutilized resource available to humanity. Rather than putting them aside, physically (and mentally), to be 
cared for separately, they should be integrated into the lives of communities where they can make a substantial 
contribution to ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ƻŦ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨǇǊƻōƭŜƳΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜldŜǊƭȅ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ΨǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΩ 
for other social problems is being demonstrated in several countries. 
 
Need of the hour: 
As a signatory to Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing (MIPAA), India has the responsibility to 
formulate and implement public policy on population ageing. 
Issues of poverty, migration, urbanisation, ruralisation and feminisation compound the complexity of this 
emerging phenomenon. Public policy must respond to this bourgeoning need and mainstream action into 
developmental planning. 
Gender and social concerns of elderly, particularly elderly women, must be integrated at the policy level. 

¶ The elderly, especially women, should be represented in decision making. 

¶ Increasing social/widow pension and its universalisation is critical for expanding the extent and reach of 
benefits. 

¶ Renewed efforts should be made for raising widespread awareness and access to social security 
schemes such as National Old Age Pension and Widow Pension Scheme. Provisions in terms of special 
incentives for elderly women, disabled, widowed should also be considered. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

5. Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Key features of RVY and about ALIMCO. 
For Mains: Significance of the programme and similar policies for the aid of old aged.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com       42  InsightsIAS 

 
Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana: 
Coverage: Senior Citizens, belonging to BPL category and suffering from any of the age-related 
disability/infirmity Low vision, Hearing impairment, Loss of teeth and Locomotor disability. 
What assistance is provided? Assisted-living devices which can restore near normalcy in their bodily functions, 
overcoming the disability/infirmity manifested. They are free-of cost. 
Funding: This is a Central Sector Scheme, fully funded by the Central Government. The expenditure for 
implementation of the scheme will be met from the ά{ŜƴƛƻǊ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ Welfare Fund άΦ 
 
Other key facts: 

¶ In case of multiple disabilities/infirmities manifested in the same person, the assistive devices will be 
given in respect of each disability/impairment. 

¶ Beneficiaries in each district will be identified by the State Governments/UT Administrations through a 
Committee chaired by the Deputy Commissioner/District Collector. 

¶ As far as possible, 30% of the beneficiaries in each district shall be women. 
 
Need for the scheme: 
With more than 70% of the 104 million elderly living in the rural hinterland, any serious initiative to improve the 
lot of senior citizens must incorporate adequate budgetary support for social welfare spending on the relevant 
programmes. 

¶ With the number of the elderly in India set to surge by 2050 to almost 300 million, or about a fifth of the 
population, governments need to make more comprehensive efforts to address the problems of elderly. 

 
Sources: pib. 
 

6. Social Security code 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Features of the code. 
For Mains: need for and significance of the code. 
 
Context: Labour Minister has introduced the Code on Social Security, 2019, in the Lok Sabha. 
 
Objectives: 

¶ To amalgamate a clutch of existing laws and proposes several new initiatives including universal social 
security for unorganized sector workers and, insurance and health benefits for gig workers. 

¶ To Corporatize of existing organizations like EPFO and ESIC headed by people other than the labour 
minister. 

 
Key features of the code: 

1. The Code will merge eight exiting labour laws includingEƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎΩ /ƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴ !ŎǘΣ мфноΤ 
9ƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎΨ {ǘŀǘŜ LƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ !ŎǘΣ мфпуΣ 9ƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎΨ tǊƻǾƛŘŜƴǘ CǳƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ aƛǎŎŜƭƭŀƴŜƻǳǎ tǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ Act, 
1952; Maternity Benefit Act, 1961. 

2. The bill seeks to establish a social security fund and tap the corporate social responsibility fund to offer 
ǳƴƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭΣ ǇŜƴǎƛƻƴΣ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ Řƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜ 
insurance corporation. 

3. Exemption: It will empower the central government to exempt select establishments from all or any of 
the provisions of the code and makes Aadhaar mandatory for availing benefits under various social 
security schemes. 

4. It proposes to offer gratuity to fixed term employees after one year of service on a pro-rata basis as 
against the current practice of five years. 

5. Insurance, PF, life cover for unorganized sector employees: Central Government shall formulate and 
notify, from time to time, suitable welfare schemes for unorganised workers on matter relating to life 
and disability cover; health and maternity benefits; old age protection; and any other benefit as may be 
determined by the central government. 
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Sources: the Hindu. 
 

7. Accessible India Campaign  
What to study? 
For Prelims and mains: Key features, need for and significance of the scheme. 
 
Context: The deadline for thŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ Accessible India Campaign (AIC) has been extended to March 2020 
due to slow progress. 
 
About Accessible India Campaign: 
What is it? Accessible India Campaign (AIC) is the nationwide flagship campaign of the Department of 
Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (DEPwD), Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment. 
Aim: The aim of the Campaign is to make a barrier free and conducive environment for Divyangjans all over the 
country. The campaign has the vision to build an inclusive society in which equal opportunities are provided for 
the growth and development of Persons with Disabilities (PwDs) so that they can lead productive, safe and 
dignified lives. 
Implementation: For creating universal accessibility for Persons with Disabilities, the campaign has been divided 
into three verticals: Built Environment; Transport and Information & Communication Technology (ICT) 
ecosystem. 
  
Old Targets: 

1. Making 50% of all the government buildings of NCT and all the State capitals fully accessible by 
December 2018. 

2. Completing accessibility audit of 50% of government buildings and making them fully accessible in 10 
most important cities/towns of States by December 2019. 

3. Ensuring that 50% of railway stations in the country are converted into fully accessible railway stations 
by March 2018. 

4. Ensuring that 25% of Government owned public transport carriers in the country are converted into fully 
accessible carriers by March 2018. 

5. Conducting accessibility audit of 50% of all government (both Central and State Governments) websites 
and converting them into fully accessible websites by March 2017. 

 
Facts for Prelims: 
Accessible India Campaign is in line with the Article 9 of UNCRPD (UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities) to which India is a signatory since 2007. 
  
Sources: pib. 
 

8. Breast Milk Banks 
What to study? 
For Prelims: What are Breast Milk Banks? 
For Mains: Need for significance. 
 
For Prelims: 
What are Breast Milk Banks? 
They are known as Comprehensive Lactation Management Centres (CLMC) and Lactation Management Unit 
(LMU), depending on the level of health facilities where these units are established. 
Established under άbŀǘƛƻnal Guidelines on Establishment of Lactation Management Centres in Public Health 
CŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎέ by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 
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Value addition for Mains: 
Need for Milk Banks: 
It is universally accepted that breast milk is the 
optimum exclusive source of nutrition for the 
first six months of life, and may remain part of 
the healthy infant diet for the first two years 
of life and beyond. 

¶ Unicef India mentions mothers, both 
in high- and low-income countries, 
face challenges such as poor 
healthcare and nutrition. Sometimes, 
families end up giving babies honey or 
sugared water as their first oral feed, 
referred to as prelacteal feed. 

¶ Milk banks have a dedicated set of 
counsellors to answer such queries 
about lactation management and 
convince new mothers about the 
benefits of donating milk. 

 
Initiatives by India: 
MAA - "Mothers Absolute Affection": A 
nationwide programme of the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare to promote breastfeeding. 
Vatsalya ς Maatri Amrit Kosh: Established in collaboration with the Norwegian government. 
 
Sources: pib. 
 

9. Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY) 
What to study? 
For Prelims and mains: Key Highlights of the PMMVY, funding and beneficiaries, challenges present and ways 
to address them. 
 
Context: Concerns have been expressed over the implementation of the Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana 
Yojana (PMMVY). 
 
What are the issues? 

1. Three years after it was first announced, the chorus on its many exclusions is growing louder leading to 
a demand for a scheme that is truly universal. 

2. Besides, lengthy documentation work is seen as a deterrent to illiterate sections. 
3. Women have to pay a hefty bribe during the application process. 

 
For Prelims: 
About PMMVY: 
Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY) is a maternity benefit rechristened from erstwhile Indira 
Gandhi Matritva Sahyog Yojana (IGMSY). The IGMSY was launched in 2010. 

¶ The scheme is a conditional cash transfer scheme for pregnant and lactating women. 

¶ It provides a partial wage compensation to women for wage-loss during childbirth and childcare and to 
provide conditions for safe delivery and good nutrition and feeding practices. 

¶ They receive a cash benefit of Rs. 5,000 in three installments on fulfilling the respective conditionality, 
viz. early registration of pregnancy, ante-natal check-up and registration of the birth of the child and 
completion of first cycle of vaccination for the first living child of the family. 

¶ The eligible beneficiaries also receive cash incentive under Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY). Thus, on an 
average, a woman gets Rs. 6,000. 
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