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GENERAL STUDHAS

Topics: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture
from ancient to modern times.

1. Subramaniya Bharathi
What to study?

For Preilms: Famous literary works.

For Mains: Contributions to social reforms.

Context Dec 11is the birth anniversary of Subramanian Bharati.

About Subramaniya Bharathiyar:
1. Hewas a poet, freedom fighter and social reformer from Tamil Nadu.
2. Hewas known as/lahakavi Bharathiyarand the laudatory epithet Mahakavi means a great poet.
3. Hissongs on nationalism and freedom of Indieelped to rally the masses to support the Indian
Independence Movement imlamilNadu.
4. aYFYyylFy t | GiGdz &b NI2DDzYd $£H IR 02 drardaxdmplestof: { (0 dré
CKENF GKAQa INBFG LRSGEAO 2 dzi Lidzd @
5. He published the sensationabudesa Geethangain 1908.
In 1949, he becamthe first poet whose works were nationalised by the state government.

Bharthias a social reformer:

Hewasalso against caste system. He declared that there were only two eamasand women and nothing
more than that. Above all, he himself had removed his sacred thread.

He condemned certain Shastras that denigrated women. Hevwaliin the equality of humaikd and criticised
many preachers for mixing their personal prejudices while teaching the Gita and the Vedas.

Sources: pib.

2.SouthL Y RAF Q3 SIFNIASad {FyA1NAdG LYyaoON
What to study?

For PrelimsLatest inscriptions, Saptamatrikas, Satavahana
For Mains:Significance of these findings.

Context TheArchaeological Survey of India (ABBs discoverethe earliest Sansktiinscription in South India
1 Thisis alscan earliest epigraphic evidencéepigraphy is the study of ancient inscriptiorfsy
the Saptamatrika cult.
9 The discovery was made @hebrolwillage in Guntur district of Andhra Pradesh.

About the inscriptiorsfound:

9 Itisin Sanskrit and in Brahmi characters

1 Itwasissued by Satavahana king Vijaya in 207 A.D.

9 The inscription recals construction of grasadatemple), amandapa(a pavilionfor public rituals) and
consecration of images on southern side of temple by a person n&tagdika for merit of king at
temple of Bhagavathi (Goddess) Saktimatruka (Saptamatrika)lambrape(which is the ancient
name ofChebrolou).

1 Chebrolu inscriptiorof Satavahana king Vijayssued in his 5th regnal year (207 A.ix)alsathe earliest
datable Sanskrit inscription from South India so famtil now theNagarjunakonda
inscriptionof Ikshavakuking Ehavala Chantamuleasued in his 11th regnal year (4ttentury A.D.was
considered the earliest Sanskrit inscription in South India.

The place also yieldeghother inscription which is in Prakrit language and of Brahmi characters and belongs t
1stcentury A.D.

A4
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9 This is thushe earliest epigraphic reference to Mutts and records gift of a cloister mandapa and
chaitya to bhavatho (Lord) of the Gadasa Mutt by a person hailing from Tabaava.

Who are Saptamatrikas?
They area group of seven female deitiasorshipped in Hinduism as personifying the energy of their respective
consorts.

They areBrahmani (wife oBrahma)Maheshvari (wife oShiva) Kaumari (wife of Kumarayaishnavi (wife

of Vishnu) Varahi (wife olaraha, or the boar, aavatar[incarnaton] of Vishnu)|ndrani (wife ofindra),
andChamunda, or Yami (wife ¥ama).

There are references of Saptamatrika worship in eddgamba copper plates as well as early Chalukyas and
Eastern Chalukya copper plates.

Satavahanas
1 They are an ancient lieh dynasty baseth the Deccan

Theyestablished their independent rule after the decline of the Mauryas.

Their rule lasted for abowt50 years.

They were also known as tiedhras

ThePuranas and théNasik and Nanaghad inscriptiom@mainimportant souces for the history of

Satavahanas.

1 The Satavahana kingdom mainly comprised the presdaly TelanganaAndhra
PradeshtandMaharashtra. At different times, their rule extended to parts of modéujarat,Madhya
Pradesh, and&Karnataka. The dyssy had diffeent capital cities at different times,
includingPratishthangPaithan) andAmaravati(Dharanikota).

1 Thefounderof the Satavahana dynasty wasnuka.

1 The greatest ruler of the Satavahana dynasty @aatamiputra Satakarni.

1 Theypatronized Buldhism and Bramanism.

T
1
T
1

Sources: the Hindu.

Topics: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the
present- significant events, personaliti es, issues.

1. Paika Rebellion
What to study?
For Prelims and Mains: Paika Rebelliamhat when andwhy?

Context President Ram Nath Kovinélcently laidthe foundation of a memorial dedicated the 1817Paika
Rebellion.

Who are Paikas?

Recruited since te 16th century bykings in Odishdrom a variety of social groufis render martial services in
return for rentfree land (nishkar jagirs) and titles.

Theywere the traditionaland-owning militia of Odisha and served as warriors.

How the rebellion bega?
When armies of the East India Company overran most of Odisha in 1803, the Raja of Khindgphosiacy and
the power and pretige of the Paikas went on a declir&o, they rebelled back.

9 The British were not comfortable with these aggressive, wan@e subjects and set upa@mmission
under Walter Eweto look into the issue.

1 The commission dmmended that the hereditary rerftee lands granted to the Paikas be taken over
by the British administration and this recommendation was zealously adherddhey revolted against
the British.

1 Bakshi Jagabandhu Bidyadhar Mohapatra Bharamarbar Rlag highestranking military general
of King of Khorda Mukund Dev led the Paikas to join the uprising.
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1 However, the rebelliomlsohad several other underlyintpuseg; like the rise in the price of salt,
abolition of the cowrie currency for payment of #xand an overtly extortionist lanrevenue policy.

Outcome
Although initially the Company struggled to respond they managed to put down the rebellion bi/@#iay
Many of the Paik leaders were hung or deported. Jagabandhu surrendered in 1825.

Nationalist movement or a peasant rebelli&?

The Paika Rebellion is one among the peasant rebellions that took place in India when the British East India
Company was»@anding its military enterprise. Because these uprisings violently clashed with European
colonidists and missionaries on many astns, their resistance is sometimes seen as the first expression of
resistance against colonial rute and therefore consiS NS R (2 06S ayl A2yt Aade )

Sources: Indian Express.

2. Maharaja Surajmal and the thirdttle of panipat

What to study?

For Prelims and mains: Battles that took place in panipaterview, causes and outcomes, who was Maharaja
Surajmal?

Context Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Getlasurged the Censor Board to take
note of allegationsthd ! & Kdzi 2 & K DRadigatNihd|WEoNdy dortdyed Y 3
Maharaja Surajmal.

2 KFGQa 0KS AaadzsSkK

In the film, Maharaja Surajmal of Bharatpur is reportediyveh@s having denied help
to the Marathaarm® = 2y S 2F (GKS T O02NE [d&daRThg 3
film is based onhe Third Battle of Panipat

Members of the Jat community have protested against the film and several theatre
Rajasthan havdecided not to screen the film

Who is Méharaja Surajmal?

Born in1707 in the kingdom of Bharatur, Rajasthan he ruled in the 18th century and was the sorttod Jat
chieftain Badan Singh.

'S Aad4 RSAONAOGSR & dal aid NP ydn tliiednaichérigdioBits dedlimeNA S R
consolidated the kingdom with its capital at Bharatpndaised the resources gained to build forts and palaces
Some of the importants monuments inded KS LJ £ F OS 4 58SS3. FyR GKS . KI

The third battleof panipat what, why and how?
1 Fought betweerMaratha forces and invading armies of Afghan geréAhmed Shah Abdali of Durrani
Empirein 1761.
1 Abdali wassupported by twolndian allies the Rohillas Najib-ud-daulah, Afghans of thddoabregion
and Shujaud-Daulathe Nawab ofAwadh.

How it started?

After the death of Mughal Emperdwurangzel) there wa a sudden rise of the Marathasdall his territorial

gains in the Deccanere reversedand aconsiderable part of Indivas conquered by Marathas.

Abdaliplanned to attack the Marathas when his son was driven out of Lahore.

Finally the Marathas were déeated inthe battle, 6 A G K nnXnnn 2F GKSANI (NR2LA
estimated to have suffered around 20,000 casualties.

Impact and outcomes:
It marked a loss of prestige for the Marathas, who lost their preeminent position in north Indiathifs war,
paving he way for British colonial power to expand here.
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The Marathas lost some of their most important generals and administrators, incl8ditaghivrao and heir
apparent Vishwasrao of the Peshwa household, Ibrahim Khan Gardi, Jankojiradi8cand Yashwantra
Puar.

Additional facts Other major battles fought at Panipat:
1. The First Battle of Panipat, in 1526

Fought betweerBabur and IbrahiniLodhi.

It laid the foundation of the Mughal Empire in India

2. The Second Battle of Panipat, in 3%
Fought betweerHeY dz W+ A { Nan¥ AkBak. G & | Q
It cemented Mughal rule

Sources: Indian Express.

3. Pt. Madan Mohan Malaviya
What to study?
For Prelimsand Mains: Contributions and significance.

Context The Prime Minister of India paid tribute Ri. Madan MohanMalaviya on his158th birth anniversary
(25th December, 2019).

Key facts:
1. Pt. Madan Mohan Malaviya was a freedom fighter and social refarmer
2. Hehad served ashe President of the INC on four occasions.
3. He was awardethe Bharat Ratna posthumasly in 2014
4, Hewasi KS SRAG2NI 2F | I AYRA YIFI3IFLTAYySTI WIAYyR2alKI
5. He becametheeditorai KS WLYRAIY h8AKVAEY QA& K NinAbRdue I 1&4 y R )
9y At A 3KSIRRSANIEI AW R Aa FyNBaLERBFQIS NI W

6. Pandit Malaviya was instrumental imundingthe Benares Hindu University in 191de also became its
ViceChancellor till 1939.

7. He waspposed to separate electorates to Muslims and the Luckri@act.

8. Hewasalsb A Ayaid GKS Lb/ QaafatMdNgmer@A LI GA2Y Ay GKS

9. He was a patrticiparnn the Second Round Table Conference in 1931.

10. He startedthe Ganga Mahasabh&o oppose construction of dams in the Ganga.

11. He was also a social reformer wbpposed untouchability He worked foithe temple entry of Dalitsat

the Kalaram Temple at Nashik, Mearashtra.
12. He also founded the organisati@hri Mathura Vrindavan Hasanand Gochar Bhoomi in Vrindavan.

Sources: the Hindu.

4. Swami Shraddhanand
What to study?
For Prelims and Mains: About Swami Shraddhanaadntributions, Arya Samajobjectives.

Context On December 23, 1926, Arya Samaj missionary Swami Shraddhanand was assassinated by a man
Abdul Rashid.

Who was Swami Shraddhanand?

Born on February 22, 1856 at village Tahitadalandhar district in Punjab province.

In the early 1880s, he cametd contact withSwami Dayanand, the founder of the Arya Sama;.
Heg NB (i S | oOHIngUSar@atfad € R a

He calleddzy (i 2 dzOK I 6 Af A (& I on therepbtdtiéns of the/Hesl G o6 f 2 G €
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What is Arya Samaj?

It isa Hindu reform movementhat wasfoundedby Dayanand Saraswati in 18746 Bombay.

The movement believes the infallible authority of the Vedas.

The central objectives of Arya SamajistoS NI RA OF (S L 3y gehtk of Pdverty (Ahay)-agdd >
Injustice (Anayay) from this earth.

Membersof the Arya Samdjelieve in one God and reject the worship of idols.

Sources: the Hindu.

Topics: Women and women related issues.

1. Mahila Kisan Sashaktikaran Pariyojana

What to study?

For prelims and mains: kefgatures, objectives and significance of the programme, issues related to
feminization of agriculture.

Context In line wit the provisions oNational Policy for Farmers (NPF) (200 Department of Rural
DevelopmentMinistry of Rural Development isiplementing a programme exclusively for women farmers
namely,Mahila Kisan Sashaktikaran Pariyojana (MKSP).

Fundingsupportto the tune of up to 6@ (90% for North Eastern States) for such projects is provided by the
Govenment of India.

About Mahila Ksan Sashaktikaran Pariyojana:

It isa sub component of the Deendayal Antodaya YojaR&LM (DANYRLM)

It seeksto improve thepresent status of wometin Agriculture,and to enhance the opportunities available to
empower her

MKSP recognizéke identity ofd a I KA f | € anhdBstriviey'ta Euild yhé capacity of women in the domain
of agroecologically sustainable practices.

Obectives and significare:

1 Thefocus of MKSP is on capacitating smallholders to adopt sustaickbigte resilient agro
ecologyand eventually create a pool of skilled community professionals.

9 Its objective igo strengthen smallholder agriculture througinomotion of sustainala agriculture
practicessuch as Community Managed Sustainable AgriculfdMSA), Non Pesticide Management
(NPM), Zero Budget Natural Farming (ZBNF), P&akhi model for doorstep animal care services,
Sustainable regeneration arérvesting of NofTimberForest Produce.

Need for feminization of agriculture:
Rural womerform the most productive work force ithe economy of majority of the developing nations
including India.
1 More than 80% of rural women are engaged in agricultutévities for their liveihoods.
1 About 20 per cent of farm livelihoods are femaleaded due to widowhood, desertion, or male
emigréion.
1 Agriculture support system in India strengthens the exclusion of women from their entittements as
agriculture workers ad cultivators.
1 Most ofthe womenheaded households are not able to access extanservices, farmers support

institutions and praduction assets like seed, water, credit, subsidy etc. As agricultural workers, womer

are paid lower wage than men.

Sourcespib.

2. Gendergapindex
What to study?
For Prelims: Highlights of the report argerformance of various countries.
For Mains: Sigrficance of the findings, gaps and ways to address them.
www.insightsonindia.com 10 InsightslAS
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Context Global Gender Gap Report 20R@s been released lize World Economic Forum.

For Relims and Mains:

About Global gender gap report:

It is published annually by the world economic forum se2006.

Global gender gap indeis a part of this which measures gender equality acfosspillarsg they are economic
opportunity, political empowement, educational attainment and health and survival.

dgnificance

¢ KS wS L3 NI dskdompasit@ trask PrivgeeSs ox relative gaps between women and men on health
education, economy and politiés® ¢ K NP dz3 Kardétikki the Repgrysagl>t & G 1 SK2f RS NJ
country are able to sqpriorities relevant in each specific economic, pdiitt I YR Odzf (i dzNJ £ O2

9514

Performance ofndia:
1 India hasbeenranked 112th among 153 countriéisis year. In 2018, it ranke108.

Performance of ther countries:
1 Iceland, Norway, and Finlamdcupy the top three spots

Key findings:
1 Globally, the avexrge (populatioaveighted) distance completed to gender parity is at 68.6%, which is an
improvement since last edition.
1 The lagest gender disparitysiin political empowerment. Only 25% of the, B/ seats in parliaments
around the world are occupied by wwen, and only 21% of the 3,343 ministers are women.
9 Projecting current trends into the future, the overall global genderg#iclose in 99.5 yearsn
average, across the 107 countries covecedtinuously since the first edition of the Report.

Challerges and concerns for India:
Indiahas closedwo-thirds of its overall gender gap (score of 66.8%dpweverthe condition ofwomen in
largefringes2 ¥ LY RALF Q&8 &20ASGeé Aa LINBOI NRAR2dza o
9 It haslost four positions since the previous edition, despite a smallestnprovement, as some
countries ranked lower than India have improved more
1 The economic gender gap runs particularly deedndia.Only onethird of the gap has been bridged.
Since 2006the gap has gotten significantly wider. Among the 153 counstiedied, India is the only
country where the economic gender gap is larger than the political gender gap

Sources: the Hindu

Topics: Population an d associated issues, poverty and developmental issues.

1. AMRUT mission

What to study?
For Prelims: Key feates of the scheme.
For Mains: Need for and significance of the scheme.

Context Unable to meet set targets farrban renewalin 500 citiesthe Cente has decided to extend the
mission period of its flagship initiative Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and &mblransformation (AMRUT) by
two more years.

For Prelims and Mains:
About AMRUTmission:

www.insightsonindia.com 11 InsightslAS
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Atal Mission for Rejuvenation andlan Transformation (AMBT) is the new avatar @fie Jawaharlal Nehru
National Urban Renewal Mission (JNNURM)t, in a significardeparture from the earlier missiothe Centre
will not appraise individual projects.

The Mission will focus on the followg Thrust Areas:
Water Supply

Sewerage and septage management
Storm Water Drainage to reduce flooding
Nonmotorized Urban Trangpt.

Green space/parks

arwNPE

Five hundred cities have been selected under AMRUT. The category of cities that have been sehgleted u
AMRUT is given belo:
1. All Cities and Towns with a population of over one lakh with notified Municipahieper Census 2011,
including Cantonment Boards (Civilian areas)
2. All Capital Cities/Towns of States/ UTs, not covered in above
3. AllCities/TownsclassifiedasHeritage Citiesby MoHUAunderthe HRIDAY Scheme
4. Thirteen Cities and Towns on the stem oé thain rivers with @opulation above 75,000 and less than 1
lakh
5. Ten Cities from hill states, islands and tourist destinations (not more tharirom each State).

Implementation:

1. AMRUT adopta project approachto ensure basiinfrastructure services relating to water supp
sewerage, stormwater drains, transportation and development of green spaces and parks with
special provision for meetinghe needs of children.

2. Under this mission1 0% of the budget allocatiowill be given to states and union territories as
incentivebased on the achievement of reforms during the previous year.

3. States will only submitate annual action Plan$o the centre for broad concurrencbased on which
funds will be released.

4. Central assistance Whe tothe extent 0of50% of project cost focities and towns with a population of
up to 10 lakhs and orhird of the project cost for those with a population of abové lakhs.

5. Under the misgin, states willtransfer funds to urban local bodies within daysof transfer by central
government and naiversion of funds to be madfailing which penal interest would be charged
besides taking other adverse action by the centr

Sources: PIB.

2.Wh ldANDIwS a2f dziA2yy | K2fA&aGAO0 | LILINE
What to study?
For Prelimsand Mains: Overvievand significance of the resolution.

Context¢ KS Wb | 3 LJdz0 wiS2f2X fiM @ yI LILINE | O KhasfheeNidoptatlakthe Sridbfy f
thewS3IA2ylf /2y FSNBYyOS 2y WEKW2INB @2 ¥ 3 D shazbrécndd fagmugax O S
Maharashtra.

Key facts:

1 The conference wasrganised by the Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Ginees
(DARPG)Government of Indi, in collaboration with the Government of Maharashtra and the
Maharashtra State Commission for Right tdRuServices.

1 Previouslythe Shillong Declaratiorand theJammu Resolutiomave been adopted fogood
governance.

Overviewof the resolution:
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As per the resolutionthe GOI, the Government of Maharashtra and other participating States shall collaboraté
to:

1. To empower the citizens by policy interventions for better service delivery through timely updation
of citizenscharters implementation of enaghents and benchmarking standards for continuous
improvement;

2. To empower citizens by adopting a botteup agproach to bring massive improvements in quality of
grievance redressal and reduction in timelines of grievance ssaie

3. Toadopt a holistic approdcof systemic public grievance reforms through improved mapping,
formulation of monitoring matrix, data cleiction and evaluation in quality of grievance redressal,

4. To provide an enabling environment for States and Mirdstibepartnents of the Governmeraf India
for creating web portals and to adopt a holistic approach for improved service delivery thragitgi di
platforms;

5. To focus on dynamic polieyaking and strategic decisions, monitoring of implementation, appointmen
of keypersonnel, coordinatioand evaluation;

6. To achieve a sense of common identity by exchange of technical expertise in the arepsogétin
Service Delivery between the paired States underBkeBharat; Shreshth Bharat Progrgm

7. To ensurdimely publicationof Good Governance Ingdo identify the quality of governance in 10
sectors especially those pertaining to welfare and infragtiecat the Union, State and District levels.

Sources: pib.

Topics: Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity,
cyclone etc., geographical features and their location - changes in critical geographical
features (including water -bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such
changes.

1. Winter solstice 204

What to study?

For Prelims and Mains: All aboWinter Solstice 357 Veral

its ocairrence, why it occurs, significance and S Ve Nss  Wachzize
changes associated. Evator— SRS oo couniin

Tropic of Capricom (23.5°S) —~_ B both hemispheres

Context Winter Solsticethis year falls on
December 22.

For Prelims and Mains:
What is Winter Solstice?
1 The wintersolsticehappens every year

Winter

when the Sun reaches itaost southerly Sotsice
. . June 21-22 December 21-22
declination of-23.5 degreesln other Incoming solar Incoming solar
b - . . energy greatest energy greatest
words, it is when the North Pole is tilted i lonnery Autumnal in Southern
.. emispnere Equinox Hemisphere
farthest away from the Sun, delikiag the September 22-23

Incoming solar energy

fewest hours of sunlight of the year. equal in both hemispheres
1 The Sunis directly oveead of the Tropic
of Capricorn in the Southern Hemisgre during the Decembesolstice and is closer to the horizon than
at any other time in the year.
1 The day aftethe winter solsti@ marks the beginning of lengthening days, leading up to the summer
soldice in June.

2 KIG R2Sa wazfadAaroSQ YSEyK

¢ KS (25NIVT AUES Q  FBS NV i Sa2 RN BESIASE NGt ® hy GKAA Rl
seems to stand still at the dpic of Capricorn and then reverses its direction as it reachesitthernmost

position as seen from the Earth. Some prefes more teutonic termid dzy” (itdzidtdbe the event.

Sources: toi.
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GENERAL STUDZES

Topics: Indian Constitution - historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments,
significant provisions and basic structure; Comparison of the Indian co nstitutional scheme
with that of other countries.

1. Creamy layer principle in SC, ST quota for promotion

What to sudy?

For prelimsNames ofrelevant SC cases and constitutional provisions wrt to SC/ST welfare.
For mainsSignificance of Supreme Court vertland its implications.

Context Central governmentasasked the Supreme Court of Indarefer to a sevefjudge Benchthe quedion
whether the creamy layer concept should apply (or not) to Scheduled Castes and Scheduledvhileesiving
them resenation in promotions.

Wht 6§ Qa GKS AaadzSK

TheCentrehas asked the Qi refer aSeptember 26, 201Ridgment of a fivgudge Benclof the Supreme

Court inJarnail Singh versus Lachhmi Narain Gufmaa larger Bench of seven judges for a review.

In Jarnail $hgh, the court had agred with its 12yearold verdict in the M. Nagaraj case that the creamy taye
applied to SCs and STs in artieprevent the socially advanced in a backward community or class from eating
the whole cake while leaving the weak amohgrm impoverished.

What is the creamy layer concept?

¢ K Beafistest and creamy laye® T A NSEHILINEISA&YaRAE2 Y A Y slaKdhark jddgane Wnfira / 2 dz
Sawhney versus Union of Indidelivered by a ningudge Bench on November 16, 1992.

WY/ NBI S@Red 2 2YS Y S ¥iaadnNadid clast who are highly advanced socially as well as economic
and educationally

Constitutioral basis Article 335:

Article 335 recognises thapecial measures need to be adopted for considering the claims of SCSEnh
order to bring them to a levelplaying field.

Need Centuries ofliscrimination and prejudice suffered by the SCs and ST feundal, casteriented societal
structure poses real barriers of access to opportunity. The proviso contains a realisimition that unless
special measures are adopted for the SCs andtBd snandate of the Constitution for the consideration bétr
claim to appointment will remain illusory.

How was the creamy layer made applicable to SC/ST members?

1. Indra Sawhney v&nion of India:
In its lndmark 1992 decision indra Sawhney vs Unioof India, the Supreme Court had held thegservations
under Article 16(4) could only be provided at the time of entry into government service but not in matters of
promotion. Andthe principle would operat@nly prospectively andot affect promotions aleady made and
reservation already providedn promotions shll continue in operation for a period of five years from the date
of the judgment
More significantly|t ruled thatthe creamy layer can be and miide excluded.
On June 17, 1995, Parliament,iagtin its constituent capacity, adoptdide seventysevenh amendment by
which clause (4A) was inserted into Article ibenable reservation to be made in promotion for SCs and STs.

2. The validity of the am@admentwas challenged before the Supreme Courthi@ Nagaraj case (2006).
Upholding the validity oArticlS mMc 6n! 02 GKS O2dz2NI G KSy ThelStatRis nbK |
bound to make reservation for the SCs a8d's in promotions. Butf, it seeks to do soit must collect
guantifiable data on three facets the backwardness of the clas#)e inadequacy of the representation of
that class in public employment; and the general efficiency of serdseanandated byrticle 335 would not be
affecteR ¢ ®
The court ruled thathe constitutional amendments do not abrogate the fundamentals of equality.
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Need of the hour:
A comprehensive piece of legislature that would deal with ambiguity related to reservation in promistions
needed. The Act shaditry to rectify the current issues such as

1 Undefined parameters of efficiency.

1 Absence of transparency @valuating backwardness and efficiency of STs/SCs

1 Presence of ambiguity regarding whole process of promotions in governrapntes.

Sources: the iHdu.

2. Anglae Indians in Lok Sabha ans Assemblies

What to study?

For Prelims: Who is an Anglo Indian andhstitutional provisions with regard to their nominations.
For Mains: Issues over ending the reservation and what lies ahead?

Context Angleindiansare unlkely to be nominated to Lok Sabha and state Assemblies from now on with the
governmentrecentlyintroducinga bill to amend the Constitution seeking to not to extend the provision that is
in place for the past 70 years bukpires in January nextear.

Background

Article 334haslaid down provisions foreserving the seats for SCs and STs and nomimadf Angleindians to
Lok Sabha and state Assemblieghich shall cease to be in effect on the 25 January 2020, if not @ésten
further.

Meaning ofAnglo Indians in India:

The term Anglo Indian is defines per thearticle 366 (2) of the Indian constituA 2y T &l LISNRE2Y
any of whose other male progenitors in the male line is or was of European descent but véhoatve of

Iy RALl ®¢

Anglo Indians in Parliament and Legislative Assemblies

Underarticle 331;the President of India is authoresl to nominate 2 members of the Anglo Indian

communityif know member of this community is elected among the 543 memberthotok Sabha.

In the sane waythe governor of the state is authorised to nominate 1 Anglo Indian in the lower house of the
StatelLegislature(in case of under representation).

According to the 10th schedule of the Constitutiamy Anglelndian member catake the memlership ofany
party within 6 months of the nomination. After the membership; they are bound to the party whip and the
KFEFgS (G2 62N] Ay (GKS K2dzaS | O0O2NRAyYy3I G2 GKS LI NIe@

Sources: the Hindu.

3. 6th schedule of the constitution

What to sudy?

ForPrelims and Mins: Overview of autonomous councils constituted under 6thedule of the constitution,
measures announcefbr the strengthening of these institutions

Context The centre haasserted thathe Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 20b@s beentweaked so thastates
where the Inner Line Permit (ILP) is applicable, and tribal areas of Assam, Meghalaya, Tripuizoeard Mat
are notified undeithe Sixth Schedule of the Constitution would be kept out of its purview.

What CABexemption nmeans for6th Schedule agas?

The tweaked CAB states that areas under the Sixth Schedule are exempted from its purview, whichameans
Muslim refugees from the three countries who are granted Indian citizenship will not have any land or trading
rights in hie autononous regions.

This essentially meartise refugees can neither reside or settle in the 10 autonomous districts, nor enjoy
benefits extended to the tribalsgven if they are provided with Indian citizenship.
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Further,the laws made byAutonomous Disict Courcils ADC}¥with the powers bestowed upon them by the
Sixth Schedule will not be scrapped by the CAB.

What is 6" schedue?

Under Article 244 tideals withthe administration of the tribal areas in the four northeasterstates of Assam,
Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram.

Passed by the Constituent Assembly in 1949, it seeks to safeguard the rights of tribal population theough
formation of Autonomous District Councils (ADC).

Key provisions:

The governor is empowered torganise and rerganise he autonomous districts.

If there are different tribes in an autonomous distrittie governor can divide the district into several
autonomous regions.

Composition Each autonomous district has a district counoihsisting of 30 members, of whom four are
nominated by the governoand the remaining 26 are elected on the basis of adult franchise.

Term The elected members hold officerfa term of five years (unless the council is dissolved earlier) and
nominated manbers hold office during the pleasure ofetigovernor.

Each autonoraus region also has separate regional council.

Powers of councilsthe district and regional councédsiminister the areas under their jurisdiction. They can
make laws on certain speciflanatters like land, forests, canal watshifting cultivation, diage administration,
inheritance of property, marriage and divorce, social customs and so on. But alasusctequire the assent of
the governor.

Village councilsThe district and regimal councils within their territorial jurdictions can constituteillage
councils or courts for trial of suits and cases between the tribes. They hear appeals from tleguorisdiction
of high court over these suits and cases is specified by the gmvern

Powers and functionsThe district counil can establish, congtct or manage primary schools, dispensaries,
markets, ferries, fisheries, roads and so on in the distitician also make regulations for the control of money
lending and trading by neotribals. But, such regulations require thssent of the governoihe district and
regional councils are empowered to assess and collect land revenue and to impose ¢artiied taxes.
Exceptions The acts of Parliament or the state legislature doaqmtly to autonomous districts and autonoms
regions or apply witlspecified modifications and exceptions.

The governor can appoint a commission to examine and report on magter relating to the administrationof
the autonomous districts or regiongdiemay dissolve a district or regional couraril the recommendation o
the commission.

Related 125thamendment bill:

It seekgo increase the financial and executive powearsthe 10 Autonomous Councils the Sixth Schedule

areas of the northeastern regn.

The amendments provide falected vilage municipal councilgnsuring democracy at the grassroot level.
1 Thevillage councilswill be empowered tgprepare plans for ecamic development and social justice

including those related to agriculture, landprovement, implementation of land reformsjinor

irrigation, watermanagement, animal husbandry, rural electrification, small scale industries and socia

forestry.

TheFinarce Commissiowill be mandated to recommend devolution of financial resourcesaont.

TheAutonomous Councilsow depend orgrants from Central mistries and the State government for

specific projects. At least ortlird of the seats will be reserved faromen in the village and municipal

councils in the Sixth Schedule areas of Asddimpram and Tripura after the amendmentapproved.

=a =9

Sources: thédindu.

4. Land Boundary Agreement (LBA)

What to study?
For Prelims: What is LBA?
For Mains: Issues and comees involved, review of its implementation.

www.insightsonindia.com 16 InsightslAS



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

Context More than four years after the historland Boundary Agreement (LBBé&tween India and
Bangla@sh, a report released by civil rights organisations on the situation in ersteritlavesstates that
protest and resistance have become an essential parttwit survival in India.

2 Kl 1Qa GKS A 3&adz - —

1 The situation has not f WEST BENGAL W J }d\ : ¢
improved.There are 5 %‘(’;\; e L e 3
marked continuities in the Feeie A ¥R e
problems that existed in 2 M“iﬁ?qj . .
the preLBA years, b egﬁv"'i“(\ ;ih:‘ss;v S :
although the nature and = YT = \‘,':wm a;;éﬁ
context of the poblems S B LA San e ,5?@,:&
have perceptibly changed. BANGLADESH < Sy :-R‘#;i- s %‘;L

ﬂ h y L ){)&t}\t}heQ a INDIA-BANGLA BOUNDARY s Kaligan) & P:"?;ﬂwmm }
spotlight has now shifted ENCLAVES OF BANGLADESH s R e
from the identity crisis NaaInoE weak it B hanEa 163 o R G nAIAR e Eas
faced by erstwhile eclave VLS 10 GNM DOvaex (RSOURes. DAIng Since. - nsios Banglacies!) wiie 17.000 151
dwellers in the pe-LBA Of the of 162 enciaves, 111 are indian and 000 acres of Bangladesh land
situation, to issues of poor| [ T and Inside Bangiadesh

governance, as well as
conflict of interest between the Centre and tke&ate in the post_BA years.

What are the oncerns?

The intractable discord regarding the implementation of the measurgs@sised to the new citiens, coupled
with lack of coordination between the Centre and the state in India, has apparently traresddime enclaves
into hotbeds of local politis.

About the Land boundary agreement:

Under the Land Boundary Agreement betwettie Bangladeshi enclass in India and Indian enclaves in
Bangladesh were transferred on July 31, 2015.

The agreement involved hdimg over 17,000 acres of land to Bangladiesteturn for 7,000 acres in 162
enclaves in West Bengal, Assam, Tripura andhiéiega.

It also requirechn amendment to the Constitution (the 119th amendmeRiil).

Sources: the Hindu.

5. Disha Bill
What to study?

For Prelims: Key features of thamll.
For Mains: Significance and the need for the law, issues surrounding death sentence

Context The Andhra Padesh Legislative Assemitigspassedhe Andhra Pradesh Disha Bill, 2019 (Andhra
Pradesh Criminal Law (Aemdment) Act 2019).
Dishais the name given to a veterinarian who waped and murdereih Hyderabad on November 27.

For Pelims:
Key features oflie Bill:

1. It envisageshe completion of investigation in seven days and trial in 14 working daykere thee is
adequate conclusive evidence, and redudimg total judgment time to 21 day$rom the existing four
months.

2. It prescrbeslife imprisonment fa other sexual offences against children and includes Section 354 F
and 354 G in IPC.
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3. In cases oharassmen of women through social or digital mediahe Act stateswo years
imprisonment for the first conviction and four years fsecond and subsequenbnvictions.For this, a
new Section 354 E will be added in IPC, 1860.

4. As per the Billthe AndhraPradesh gvernment willestablish, operate and maintaanregister in
electronic form,tobe called KS W2 2 YSy g /| K QA RNBykeQistiy W So/madeNBE W
public and will be available to law enforcement agencies.

5. The government will establisexclusie special courts in each district to ensure speedy trigthese
courts will exclusively deal with cases of offences againsten and children inclling rape, acid
attacks, stalking, voyeurism, social media harassment of women, sexual harassrdexit @ases under
the POCSO Act.

6. The government wiltonstitute special police teams at the district level to be called Districtcle
Police Team to bednded by DSP for investigation of offencedated to women and children.

7. The government will alsappointa special public prosecutdor each exclusive special court.

Sources: the Hindu.

6. Can the strength of Lok Sabha be incrd@se

What to study?

For Pelims: How Lok Sabha strength is determined? Constitutional basis.
For Mains: need for revision de numkbers, challenges and significance.

Context Former President Pranab Mukherjee tslvocated foincrease in the number of ségin Lok Sabha
should ke increased to 1,000 from the present 543

How the strength of Lok Sabha is determinptesently?

9 Article 81 of the Constitutiordefines the composition of the House of the People or Lok Sabha.

1 It states thatthe House shall not awsist of more than 550lected members of whom not more than 20
will represent UTs.

1 Italso mandates thahe number of Lok Sabhaeats allotted to a state would be such that the ratio
between that number and the population of the state is, as far as pbbsithe same for all sttes. This
is to ensure that every state is equally represented

1 ExceptionsHowever, this logic doa®ot apply to small states whose population is not more than 60
lakh.

1 So, at least one seat is allocated to every state evemié#ns that itgpopulation-to-seatratio is not
enough to qualify it for that seat.

Bass for determination of population:

As per Gwse 3 of Article 81population, for the purpose of allocation of seats, meénkJ2 LJdzt | G A 2y |
ascertained at the last preding Census of which tiheS f S @ y i F A 3 dzNEB ar ifkdthervordsS S y
the last published Census.

However, as a result @ amendment to this Clause in 206BK S & LJ2 LJdzf F GA 2y € y2¢6 Y9I

the 1971 Census and will be so until thdfirst Census that is teen after 2026.

Need for more seats:

1. The composition of the lwveer House has remained more or less the sdandour decadeskEvery MP
currently represents an average-18 lakh Indiang too large a number to be kept in touch wiith a
meaningful wayTheaefore, the number of Lok Sabha seats shoulddt@®nalized on the basis of
population.

2. The Constitution126th Amendment) Bilpassed by Parliament last week, while extending the
reservation for SC/STaid away with the provisiorfor nomination of Angloindians.This has brought
the strength of Lok Sabha down to 543 now.

3. Besides, even aftatatehoodwasattained by Arunachal Pradesh and Mizoram in 1986, the creation of
a Legislative Assembly for the National Capital TerritoByethi, and the creationf new sates such as
Uttarakhand the number of seats have not been revised.
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Sources: Indian Express.

7. How a US President can be impeached?
What to study?

For Prelims: How is US President
For Mains: Impeachment procegs " HOUSE PANELS |
India. : ,
Six House committees are
probing charges against Trump.
Context:Dorald Trump has become the ok enough cvdence Theywillsem:] thei;_s{rongeSf
H H . cases tothe judicia i i
third President to be impeached by the |  foundofwrongdoing Shstdin it fflﬁf,f}céi“w‘ﬁ,igﬁﬁfﬁg
US HouseHe was accused of enlisting o :
foreign government to investigate e
political rival before 2020 election. | HOUSE |
(Controlled by Democrats)
00r test on one or more articles of impeachment.
Backgroun Fl iclesof i h
T So f?'r only two American Less than a majority | Majority of members vote
_preS|dentS have been _ votes forimpeachment 3 infavour of impeachment
impeached. In 1998, Psalent :
Bill Clinton was impeached on Trump stays in office il e 2
charges of sexual relationship | SENATE |
with his mte_rn. quever, the (Controlled by Republicans)
senate aqwtted him. Before Senate holds trial, followed by voting on conviction
him, in 1868, President Andrew ‘
Johnson was impeached. He w3 Less than 2/3 vote to convict i 2/3 members vote to convict
acquitted by one vote in the Trump staysin office | Trumpisremoved
Senate.

1 In 1974 President Nixon
resigred over water gate corruption charges. The judiciary committee approved the articles of
impeachment beforéhe house could even pass them.

For Prelims and Mains:
What is Impeachment?
Impeachmentis a provision thaallows Congresso remove the Presideraf the United States.

Under the US Constitution:
1. ¢KS 1 2dza8S 2F wSLINBaSyilalrG20SalLp3SaBRFI 2 az8)5S6 OK N
60! LILISNI | 2dzaS0 Kl & daGKS a2ftS8S LIRogSNI G2 GNB I ff
2. The Chief Justice dfi¢ US Supreme Court htee duty of presiding over impeachment trials in the
Senate.

Grounds for impeachment:

The Presidentcan B Y2 SR T NRIWEB2 TRAYQAS oMANISMNE = 2N 2 0 KSNJ KA
Essentiallyit meansan abuse of power pa high-level public oficial. This does not necessarily have to be a
violation of an ordinary criminal statute. Historicallyttre US, it haencompassed corruption and other abuses,
including trying to obstruct judicial proceedings.

The process:
1. It begins with an investiga&n by a House committee. If they find that there is enough evidence of
wrongdoing, it will refer the matteto the full House.
2. HOUSE VOT®/hen the full House votes, if one or more of the articles of impeachment gets a majority
vote, the President is im@ehed. Next, the proceedings move to the Senate.
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3. SENATE TRIAL & VOTIe Senate holds a trial, overseentbg chief justice of the Supreme Court. A
team of lawmakers from the House, known as managers, play the role of prosediherBresident has
deferce lawyers, and the Senate serves as the jury. If at leasthisds of the Senators present find the
Presdent guilty, he is removed and the Vice President takes over as President.

Sources: the Hindu.

8. Instrument of Accession

What to study?

For PrelimsOverview of 10A.

For Mains:Significance of loAand challenges it posed.

Context From 2020, people irhe Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmilt Wavea public holiday on October
26 for the first time. The daywhich will be observed a&ccession Daynarksthe signing of the Instrument of
Accession by the last Dogra ruler of J&K, Maharaja Hari Singh) wie thenGovernorGeneral of India, Lord
Mountbatten.

What happened on October 26?

As perthe Indian Independence Act, 194Byitish India was divided into India and Pakistan and the roughly
580 princely stateshat had signed subsidiary alliances witie Britishhad their sovereignty restored to them.
In essencethese princely states were given the option to remain independent or to join the Dominion of Indial
or Pakistan.

According toSection 6(a) of the Achefore joining India or Pakistan, thesat&s had tesignan Instrument of
Accessionin which they would specifthe terms on which they were becoming part of the new dominions.

What is Instrument of Accessianf J&K?

Itisa legal document executed byiaharaja Hari Singhthe then ruler of theprincely sate of Jammu &
Kashmir, on October 26, 1947

It declaredthat the state of Jammu and Kashmaccedes to India.

TheloA3 I @S Ly RA I tepowerltaNdgisldteNnSespect of J&K only on the matters of defence,
external affairs andcommuncations.

Apart from defence, communications and external affairs, the loA men#an#lary subjects that include
elections to the dominion legislature and offences against laws with respect to any of the said matters.
UsingloA, Article 370was ncorporated in the Constitution of India.

Sources: Indian Express.

Topics: Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mec hanisms and
institutions.

1. Grounds for divorce under Hindu law.
What to study?

ForPrelims2 KI i A& AGANNBIGNASOIofS OoONBF{R26Yy 2F YI NNR I 3
For Mains:Concerns ad Issues surrounding, need for UCC.

Context:Last week, the Supreme Court used extraordinary powers uAdele 142 of the Constitutiono grant
divorceinacase @f ASSNINNA S@I 6f S OoONBF.{ R26Yy 2F YI NNAI IS¢

Whatis6 ANNBGNASOlI 6fS o0RBIFI]TR26Yy 2F YINNRFISE

The situation that exists when either or both spouses are no longer able or willing to live with each other,
thereby destroying their husband and wifelationship with no hope of resumption of spousal duties.
Currently,Hindu marriage law does notincl® & A NNBGNAS@IF 6t S oNBF{R246y 27
divorce.However, the apex court in a number of cases has provided the said relief usingats@ixiary
L2gSNR GKIFIG FEft2g AG G2 R2 aO02YLX SGS 2dzadA0Sé o

www.insightsonindia.com 20 InsightslAS



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

What are the grounds for divorce under Hindiaw?
The Hindu Marriage Act, 195%ys dowrthe law for divorce, which applies to Hindus, Buddhists, Jains, and
Sikhs.

1. Under Section 13 of the Adhe A NB dzy R4 F2NJ RA G2 NDS Ay Of dzZRSY daGRf «
person other than his or her spousel G ONXzSf 1@ T RSaSNIA2y GaF2NJ || O:
8SINAR AYYSRAFGSt& LINBOSRAY3I (KS LINBda B Canveisiango/ | 2 F
FY20KSNI NBEtAIA2YET YR 0SAYy3a aAyOdz2NIofe 2F dzpfaz

2. In addition,Section 1BLIN2 A RS& FT2NJ GRAG2NOS o6& Ydzidza t O02yas

3. Section 27 of The Special Marriage Act, 1§Bdvides the grounds for grant of divorce in the case of

marriages solemnised under that Act.

| 26 SPSNE YySAGKSNI 2F G(GKS (o2 ! OWVBNNNRBSKRS! 2N 8 NRINP

2 KFGQa GKS OFasS y2sK

Recently, drorce was granted on the ground of irretrievable breakdown of marriagtihe Suprene Court

(Under Article 142)after examining various judicial pronouncements. It has been noted titht gowers are
exercisedn rare cases, in view of the absence of legislation in this behalf, where it is found that a marriage is
totally unworkable, emtionally dead, beyond salvage and has broken down irretrievably.

In the present case, the courtsaidthi A G 6Sf ASOSR (KFdG ayz2i 2yfteée Aa |(K
is causing further emotional trauma and disturbance to both the Baéti¢ * | YR G0 KS &a22y SNJ
0KS o0SGGSNIAG ¢2dd R 0SS F2NJ 020K GKS LI NLIAS&E D

Article 142
I NIAOES mnHu AGLINRPBARSOA0D | dzyoh(20xSLILER(6SS N3 dad( AGKSse., { odA diNg
where at times law or statute may not provide a remedy, the Court can extend itself to put a quietus to a
dispute in a manner which would befite facts of the case.

Suggestions made by the Law Commission:
The Law Commission of India has twiceoramended thatt A NNBS G NA SOl 6t S ONBIF {R26} ¢
as a new ground for granting divorce to Hindus under the provisions of the Hindu ldgeriAct and the Special
Marriage Act.

Sources: the Hindu.

Topics: Parliament and State Legislatures 1 structure, functioning, conduct of business,
powers & privileges and issues arising out of these.

1. Administration of Oath inegslature

What to study?

For Prelims: How is oath administered?

For Mains: Can it be altered? Who is the ultimate authority to decide?

Context Former MaharashtraChief MinisteiDevendra Fadnavisas allegedhat the oath-taking cereanony of
the new governmat had violated the ConstitutionThe format of the oath was not followed.

What the constitution says?
Article 164(3)sayst . ST2NB |  aAyAadS e Gyeind bl adaidssty/to Hitke o@E§ A OS =
office and ofsecrecyaccording to thforms set out for the purpose it KS ¢ KA NR { OKSRdz S of
The Third Schedule requirésK S G { SNJ 2F GKS 21 0K (G2 SAGKSNI aagS| NJ
G2 &0 S NJ  NlaBce B thd CoRstitik ARy X & & S 3

Can itbe altered?

Art 164 maks it clear thathe text of the oath is sacrosancgnd the person taking the oath has to read it out
exactly as it is, in the given format.

If a person wanders from the textt is the responsittity of the person administering theath t in this instance
the Governort to interrupt and ask the person being sworn in to read it out correctly.
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Role of the Governor:
¢tKS D2@SNYy2NRa I LINRGIE Aa (Seo
9 According to experts, if theerson administeringhte oath approves the oath, the mattés closed.
Immediatelyon taking the oath, the person who has been sworn in, must sign a register.
1 The register is attested by the Secretary to the Governor, which means it has been approved by th
Governor.
1 Once Goveror takes it as read, and the Secngtéo the Governor hastiested that the oath has been
administered, and the gazette notification has come out, then it is no longer an issue, it cannot be leg
challenged

Sources: the Hindu.

2. Parliamentary standgncommittees
What to study?
For prelms and mains: Parliamemty standing committeesroles, need, functions and significance.

Context Persistentabsenteeisnfrom meetings of departmentelated standing committees should cost MPs
their spot on these padmentary panels was a strong viewattemerged during meeing of chairpersons of
the committees withRajya Sabhahairman MVenkaiah Naiduecently.

Why have parliamentary committees?

1. Committees araninstrument of Parliament foits own effective furctioning.

2. Committees arglatforms for threadbare discussionn a proposed law.

3. Thesmaller cohort of lawmakers, assembled on the basis of the proportional strength of individual
parties and interests and expertise of individual lawmakers, could imre open, intensive and
better-informed discussions.

4. CommitteenS SG Ay 3a RNBNIHbgesEa® Rot bound by party whipshich allows them
the latitude for a more meaningful exchange of views as against discussions in full and open Houses
where grandstanding and party positions invahbly take precedence.

5. Members of Parliamerntay have great acumen but they woutlehjuire the assistance of experts in
dealing with such situations. Ittsrough committees that such expertise is drawn into
lawmaking. They allowfor more detailed discussits.

6. This mechanism alsnablesparliamentarians tounderstand the executive processes closely.

What are the types of committees?

azald 02YYAllS Satheir ekiStenggisiuhinfeRuipiedaid usually recdostd on an annual basis
{ 2YS $ iNSaniwdteesformed for a specific purpse, for instance, to deliberate on a particular bill. Once
the Bill is disposed of, that select committee ceases to e@nhestanding committeesare departmentally
related.

The three financial committees aréne Public Accounts Conitiee, the Estimates Committee and the
Committee on Public Undertakings.

Powers
Parliamentary committees draw their authority frofwrticle 105(on privileges of Parliament members) and
Article1186 2y t I NI A I Y Sy (i«rdles fordaiadingd piioéedul and ¥ohduct of business).

How can these committees be made more effective?

TheseO2 YYA (G SSa R2y Qi Kisar&eaRsRpp@tavafBldhaidzore @ddibe made
more effective if the committees hafiill-time, sectorspecificresearch staff.

The national commission to review the working of the Constitutibas recommended that in order to
strengthen the committee systemesearch support should be made available toeim.

Besidesmandatory scrutiny of # bills by parliamentary committees would ensure better planning of
legislative business.
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Sources: the Hindu.

3. What is a privilege motion?
What to study?
For Prelims and Mains: All about Privilege motion and privilegommittee.

Context Congress movewivilege motion againsSmriti Irani for remark on Rahul Gandhi

For Prelims and Mains:

What is a privilege motion?

Parliamentary privileges aertainrights and immunities enjoyed by members of Parliament, indivédly and
collectively,so thattheyOl vy & ST FS GiSA AXKISA NB AFAYKOI(INU2 Yy aé & 2 KSy |y
are disregarded, the offence is calladreach of privilegeandis purishable under law of Parliament.

Who can move it? How?

A notice is moved in the form of a motiorylany member of either Huse against those being held guilty of
breach of privilegeEach House also claims the right to punish as contempt actions whidh, vt breach of
any specific privilege, are offences agaitstuthority and dignity.

What are the rules governing pvilege?

Rule No 222 in Chapter 20 of thek Sabha Rule Bo@nd correspondingly Rule 187 in Chapter 16 of Rajya
Sabharulebookgoverns privilege.

It says thal member may, witlthe consentof the Speaker or the Chairpersoajge a question involvina
breach of privilege either of a member or of the House or of a committee thereof.

The rules howevemandate thatany notice should be relating to an incident of recent occurrence and should
need the intervention of the House

What is the role of theSpeaker/Rajya Sabha Chair?

The Speaker/RS chairpersoithis first level of scrutiny of a privilege motiorThe Speaker/@air can decide on
the privilege motion himself or herself or reférto the privileges committee of Parliaménlf the
Speaker/Chaigives consent under Rule 222, the member concerned is given an opportunity to make a short
statement.

What is the privieges committee?

In the Lok Sabhahe Speaker nominates a committee of\pleges consisting of 15 memberspas respective
party strengths. A report is then presented to the House for its consideration. The Speaker may permit a half
hour debate while cosidering the report. The Speaker may then pass final orders or dirddtiaeport be

tabled before the Hose.

A resolution may the be moved relating to the breach of privilege that has to be unanimously passed.

In the Rajya Sabha, the deputy chairgen heads the committee of privilegethat consists of 10 members.

Souces: the Hindu.

4. Parliamentary standingpmmittees
What to study?
For prelims and mains: Parliamentary standing committeesles, need, functions and significance.

Context Lok Sabha Speaké@m Birlahas referredthe Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (Sedt@dimendment)
Bill, which seeks to streamline the corporate insolvency resolution processetstanding committee on
Financeof which former prime minister Manmohan Singh is a member.

What are the types of committees?
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azaid O2YYauib §RBahgimdBendt isininterrupted and usually reconstituted on an annual basis;
a2 Y S alSNBaHMites formed for a specific purpose, for instance, to deliberate on a particular bill. Onc
the Bill is disposed of, that select committee ceases to eSmestanding conmitteesare departmentally
related.

CAYLYOALf O2y(iNBf Aa I ONRGAOITt G2 2fihance2dnmittdesiid& A | Y
considered to be particularly powerfullhe three financial committees arine Public Acounts Committeethe
Estimates Committee and the Committee on Public Undertakings.

Powers
Parliamentary committees draw their authority frowticle 105 (on privileges of Parliament members) and
Article1186 2y t I NI A+ YSY (1 Q& I dzgukthdils fréeduiiend ¥dnqu& of NsimeSsji T 2

Significance
Committee reports are usually exhaustive and provide authentic information on matters related to governandg
Bills that are referred to committees are returned to the House with significalute addition. Brliament is not
bound by the recommendations of committees.

Why have parliamentary committees?

1. t F NTAFYSyd A& GKS SY02RAYSyl igsFuménkodPatlizdr2ntior& a
own effective functioning.

2. Committeesare platforms forthreadbare discussion on a proposed law.

3. Thesmaller cohort of lawmakersassembled on the basis of the proportional strength of individual
parties and interests and expertise of individual lawmakers, could have more open, intensivettnd b
informed digussions.

4. Committee meetings ar Of 24 SR R22NI | YR Y SY0d S Nihich &l@vs tfiemi
the latitude for a more meaningful exchange of views as against discussions in full and open Houses
where grandstanding and partyopitions invarialy take precedence.

5. Members of Parliament may have great acumen but they woedgire the assistance of experts in
dealing with such situationslt is through committees that such expertise is drawn into lawmaking.

6. Executive accountalito the legislature is enforced through questions in Parliament also, which are

answered by ministers. However, department standing committees go one step further and hear from

senior officials of the government in a closed sett@mtpwing for more deniled diswssions.
7. This mechanism also enables parliamentariansrtderstand the executive processes closely.

How can these committees be made more effective?
1. t F NI Al YSYGFNE O2YYAIl(S S-wiseRedgahisupidrt @&iladeSTRew@eHge S F
gap is partially bridged by expert testimony from government and other stakeholders. Their work cou

be made more effective if the committees hadl-time, sectorspecific research staff.

2. The national commission to review the working of the &iution has recommended that in order to
strengthen the committee systemesearch support should be made available to them.

3./ dZNNByidfes GKS NMz S&a 2F tFNIAFYSyld R2y Qi NBIJd
for scrutiny. While thisllows the government greater flexibility and the ability to speed up legislative
business, it comes at the cost of ineffective scrutiny by the highesiiaking bodyMandatory
scrutiny of all bills by parliamentary committees would ensure better plargiof legislative business.

Sources: the Hindu.

Topics: Statutory, regulatory and various quasi -judicial bodies.

1. National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT)
What to study?
Fa Prelims and mains: N@II- objectives, composition and significance.

Context Government to set upNational Company LavAppellate Tribunal Bench in Chennai.

www.insightsonindia.com 24 InsightslAS

(42

NJ

e.

g A

Ol
N
~

zZA N



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

About NCLAT:
National Companyaw Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) wasstituted under Section 410fthe Companies Act,
2013.

Functions:
1. It hearsappeals against the orders of National Company Law Tribunal(s) (NCLT), with effect from 1st
June, 2016.

2. ltis the Appellate Tribunal for heag appeals against the orders passed by NCLT(s) under Sectibn 61
the Insolvency and Baruptcy Code, 2016 (IBC

3. ltis the Appellate Tribunal for hearing appeals against the orders passed by Insolvency and Bankrup
Board of India under Section 202 a8dction 211 of IBC.

4. ltis the Appellate Tribunal to hear and dise of appeals againshw direction issued adecision made
or order passed by the Competition Commission of India (CClI).

Composition
The President of the Tribunal and the chairpersod andicial Members of the Appellate Tribunal shall be
appointed ater consultation with the Chief Justice of Inali

The Members of the Tribunal and the Technical Members of the Appellate Tribunal shall be appointed on th¢

recommendation of a Selection Corittee consisting of:
1. Chief Justice of India or his nomine€hairpeson.
2. A senior Judge d@he Supreme Court or @hief Justice of High CourtMember.
3. Secretary in the Ministry of Corporate AffairMember.
4. Secretary in the Ministry of Law and Justiddember.
5. Secretary in the Department of Financial Services in the MynigtFinance Member.

Sources: the Hindu.

2. International Financial Services Centres Authority Bill, 2019
What to study?

For Prelims: What are IFSCs. Their functions and how are they regpi?at

For Mains: Challenges in their management and the need fondied authority.

Context: Thelnternational Financial Services Centres Authority Bill, 204 Bkely to be taken up by Parliament
for discussion next week.

What is an IFSC?

An IFSC enadd bringing back the financial services and transactions thatwarently carried out iroffshore
financial centers by Indian corporate entities and overseas branches / subsidiaries of financial institutiaas (F
India by offering business and reguaey environment that is comparable to other leading internatiofiaancial
centers in tle worldlike London and Singapore.

It would provide Indian corporates easier access to global financial markets.

What are the services an IFSC can provide?
1 Fundraisng services for individuals, corporations and governments.
1 Assetmanagement and global pifolio diversification undertaken by pension funds, insurance
companies and mutual funds.
1 Wealth management.
1 Global tax management and crelssrder tax liability opimization, which provides a business
opportunity for financial intrmediaries, accountantnd lawfirms.
1 Global and regional corporate treasury management operations that involverisihg, liquidity
investment and management and assitbility matchng.
Risk management operations such as insurance and reinsurance.
Merger and acquisitiondivities among transiational corporations.

= =
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The bill seeks to setup an authorityfrhelnternational Financial Services Centres Authority.

Management of the Authoriy: Consistingf a Chairperson, one Member each to be nominatedneyReserve
Bank of Inth (RBI), the Securities Exchange Board of India (SEBI), the Insurance Regulatory and Developmg¢
Authority of India (IRDAI) and the Pension Fund Regulatory anddpewent Authoity (PFRDA), two members
to be dominated by the Cerdt Government and two der wholetime or fulktime or parttime members.

Functions of the Authority:
1 Regulate all such financial services, financial products and Fls in an IFSC whictakgdaen
permitted by the Financial Sector Regulators for IFSCs
1 Regulate such other fiancial products, financial services or FIs as may be notified by the Central
Government from time to time.
1 Recommend to the Central Government such other finanaiatlpcts, finacial services and financial
institutions which may & permitted in the IFSCs

Powers of the Authority:

All powers exercisable by the respective financial sector regulatory (viz. RBI, SEBI, IRDAI, and PFRDA etc.)
the respective Acts slide solely exercised by the Authority in the IFSCs in so fheaegulation of finanial
products, financial serviseand Fls that are permitted in the IFSC are concerned.

Who is covered?

The Bill will beapplicable to all International Financial Seices Centres (IFSCs) set up under the Special
Economic Zones A@PO05.

The first IFSC india has beeset up at the Gjarat International Finance Te€ity (GIFT City) in Gandhinagar.

Need for and the benefits of a unified authority:
1 Multiple regulators: Currently, the banking, capital markets and insurance seatdfSSC areegulated
by multiple regulators, i.e. RBEEBI and IRDAI.
1 Thedynamic nature of business in the IFSCs necessitates a high degres-oégulatory coordination.
It alsorequires regular clarifications and frequent amendments in the exisegglationsgoverning
financial activities in IFSCs.
1 The development of financial services and products in IFSCs would réxuissed and dedicated
regulatory interventions.
Therefore, a aified financial regulator for IFSCs in India wauriavide worldclass regulatory enviranent to
financial market paitipants. This alsessential froman ease of doing business perspective.

Sources: the Hindu.

3. GST Council

What to study?
For PrelimsAbout GST Counetomposition, functions and related key factsyerview of GST.
For Mairs: Issues associated witBST, need for reforms and various measures announced in this regard.

Context The alpowerful GST Council, in its 38th meethgvoted for uniform rate of 28% on lotteries across
the country.

Tofacilitate the setting up indusial parks,the Councihas decided thaall entities with 20%

ownershipby central or state governmentsvill be exempt from GST payable for losigrm land leases fom
January 1, 202CEarlier,only entities with e60%government sake were exempt.

Why b we need a GSTouncil?
1. The predominant responsibility of the GST Council is to ensure to have one uniform tax rate for good
and services across the nation.
2. ltis the key decisioimaking body that will take all important decisiogarding the GST.
3. ltdictates tax ratetax exemption, the due date of forms, tax laws, and tax deadlines, keeping in mind
special rates and provisions for some states.
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How is the GST Coail structured?

The Goods and Services Tax (GST) is governée BST
Council Article 279 (1)of the anended Indian
Constitutionstates that the GST Council hase
constituted by the President within 60 days of the

commencement of the Article 279A. e kel e

have ministers nominated by
states and UTs as members

GST COUNCIL

Composition
According to the article, GST Council wilbleint forum
for the Centreand the Stateslt consists of the following
members:
1. The Union Finance Minister will be the Chairperso,
2. As a member, the Union Minister of State will be i

The council will act as a benchmark
and will guide the states and union

on issues like tax rates, exemption
lists, threshold limits etc

Charge ORevenue Of Finance The votes of all state governments
ini i 1 i taken together shall have a
3. The Mln_ls_ter in chz_:lrge of finance or taxationany el iAo e Gt Dok 1 ot
other Minister naninated by eaclstate votes cast

government, as members.

GST Council recommendations:

Article 279A (4ppecifies that the Council will make recommendations to the Union aadthtes on the
important issues related to GST, such as, the gaoal services will beikject or exemped from theGoods and
Services Tax.

Topics: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues
arising out of their design and implementation.

1. Centre stops online sale of medicines
What to study?

For Prelins: About DCGI.

For Mains: Need for regulation and significance of e pharmacies.

Context Drugs Controller General of India (DCB#sasked all states and Union Tioriesto prohibit sale of
drugs by online pharmacieas per theDelhi High Courbrder.

Background
TheDelhi High Courin December 2018 had order¢lde ban on sale of illegal or unlicensed online sale of
medicines till the government drafts rules t@gulate epharmacies.

How online pharmacies are cugntly operatng in India?
Online phamacies areperating in the country without a drug licencas there are no rules framed for the
sector.

2 Kl 0Qa GKS AaadsS yz2seK

The PIL filed in the court observdthat the online illegal sale of medicines would lead &drug epicemic, drug
abuse and miase of habit forming and addictive drugs.

The PIL also said thsihce there was no mechanism to control the sale of medicines online, this puts health a
lives of gople at a high risk and affects their right to a safel healthylife underArticle 21 d the Constitution.

In response, pharmacies told the Court thdhey do not require a license for online sale of drugs and
prescription medicines as they do not k#iem, instead they are only delivering the medications akinaod
delivery app Swiggy.

Other risks that exist in buying drugs online:
1. Supply of fake and illegal drugs
2. Abuse on account of fake or forged or no prescriptions
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Lack of verification of thaltimate user
Unhealthy competition

Abuse of critical health da generated online
Mishandling during transport

o gk w

Draft rules:

Ministry of health and family welfarejn September 2018ssueda draft notification on the sale of drugs by-E
Pharmacieslt sough to amendthe Drugs and Cosmetics Rulesenable registrion of the e pharmacieand
monitoring of their functioning.

Highlights of the Draft:

1. All the epharmacies have to beegistered compulsorilwith the Central Drugs Standard control
organiation.

2. Psychotropic substances, haliirming medicines like colgsyrup and sleeping {sl schedule x drugs
will not be sold online.

3. Apart from registration, the e pharmacies haveolmtain a license from the State governmeatsell the
medicinesonline.

4. The application of registration ofgharmacy will have to becaompanied by sum of R 50,000vhile
asserting that an @harmacy registration holder will have to comply with provisions of Information
Technology Act, 2000 (21 of 2000).

5. The deta# of mtient shall be keptonfidential and shall not be disclosexlany person other than the
central government or the state government concerned, as the case may be.

6. The supply of any drug shall be made againsash or credit memo generatésrough the epharmacy
portal and such memos shall be maintained by thgharmag registration holder asecord.

7. Both state and central drug authorities will benitoring the data of sales and transactions of e
pharmacies. Any violation of rules the registratimfre-pharmacies will be suspended, and it can be
cancelled too.

8. The prenises from which g@oharmecy is operated regular inspections will be conducted every two years
by the central licencing authority.

Need for regulation:

Ministry of Health, Central Drugs Stad Control Organisation and an expert committee appointed bydtig
consultative commtee have already concluded thtite online sale of medicines is in contravention of the
provisions of Drugs and Cosmetics At®40 and the other allied laws.

Stilllakhs of drugs are being sold on internet every.ddme of the dugs/medicines containarcotic and
psychotropic substances and some can even cause antibiotic redistatgria which is a threat not only to the
patient but to the humanity at large.

Souces: the Hindu.

2. Fugitive Economic Offender

What to study?

For Pelims: Definition of Ecaomic Offender, features of Fugitive Economic Offenders Act.
For Mains: Significance of the law and issues that need to be adsked.

Context A special courhasdeclared diamond businessman Nirav Modi, the key accused in thdli®a [Punjab
National Bank (PNB) fraud case fugitive economic offenderon a plea othe Enforcement Directorate.

Key facts:

Nirav Modiisthe seond businessman, after liquor tycoonjsy Mallya, to be declared a fugitive economic
offenderunder provsions of the Fugitived@nomic Offenders (FEO) Act, which came into existence in August
last year.

2 KI6Qa (KS AaadzSK
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1 As per EDNirav Modi and his uncle Choksi, in connivance with celdaik officials, allegedly cheated
the PNB to the tune of m n Zcrore through issuancefdraudulent Letters of Undertaking (LoUs).

1 These LoUs were allegedly issued in a fraudulent manner hynabisi branch of the PNB to the group
of companies belongin Nirav Modi since March 2011, till the case came to light.

Implications
The investigative agency can now confiscate propertiddiagfy Modiwhich are not directly related to the cases
againsthim.

Definition- Fugitive Economic Offender:

A person cae named an offender undéehe law if there is an arrest warrangainst him or her for
involvement in economic offences involviagleast Rs. 100 crore or more and has fled from India to escape
legal action.

The procedure

1. The investigating agenciesveto filean application in a Special Court under the Prevendibioney
Laundering Actontaining details of the properties to be confiscated, and any information about the
LISNE2Y Qad 6 KSNBI 02dzia

2. The Special Court will issaenotice for the person to gear at a specified place and datleast six
weeks from the iage of notice.

3. Proceedings will be terminated if the person appears. If not the person would be declared as a Fugiti
Economic O#&nder based on the evidence filed by the investigating aigsnc

4. The person who is declared as a Fugitive Economic Offenderhedlenge the proclamation in the High
Court within 30 daysf such declaration according to the Fugitive Economic Offender26&8.

Sources: the hindu.

3. Data Protection Bill
What to study?

For Prelims: Key features of the bill.
For Mains: Concerrand issues.

Context Cleared by the Cabinahe Personal Data Protection Bill due to be placed in Parliament.
The Bill haghree key aspects that were not previously included in a dradtsion,prepared by a committee
headed by retired Justice B NKsishna.

How does the bill seek to regulate data?
The bill constitutes 3 personal information types:

1. Critical
2. Seasitive
3. Generad

Sensitive dataconstitutes or is related tpasswords,ihancial data, health data, official identifier, sexual
orientation, religious or caste data, biometric data and genetic dataay beprocessed outside India with the
explicit cansent of the usr.

Critical datawill be characterised by the governmentezy once in a while, and must be stored and handled
only in India.

General data:Any data that is noritical and norsensitive is categorised as general data with no limitation on
where it is sbred or managed.

OtherKey provisions:

Data principal:As ger the bill, it is thandividual whose data is being stored ambgessed

Exemptions The government is qualified to order any data fiduciary to acquire personahand
personal/anonymised dattor the sake of research and for national security and icréhinvestigations.
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Social media companiesyhich are deemed sigficant data fiduciaries based on factors such as volume and
sensitivity of data as well as their twwer, shoulddevelop their evn user verification mechanism.

An independent regulatoData Protection Agency (DPAYill oversee assessments and audits aedinition
making.

Each company will haweeData Protection Officer (DP@ho will liaison with the DR for auditing, grievance
redressal, recording maintenance and more.

The billalso grans individualghe right to data portability, and the abilitytoa®Sada |y R GNI yaTE

data.
The right to be forgottenthis rightallows an individual toremove consent for data collectioand disclosure.

Why does data protection matter?

With a pgulation of over a billion, there are about 500 million active wskersand. Y RA I Q& 2y f Ay
second only to China.

Large collection of informatioraboutindividualsandtheir online habis has becomean important source of
profits. It isalsoa potential avenue for invasion of privaclgecause it can reveal egmely personal aspects.
Companies, governments, and political parties find it valuable bechesecan use it to find the most

convincing ways to advertise to you online.

Besides, presentlghere are no laws on the utilisation of individual informationna forestalling its abuse,

even thoughthe Supreme Court maintained the right to privacy as aflamental right back directly in @17.

How is data handled?

Data is collected and handled bwtities calleddata fiduciaries.

While the fiduciary controls hoand why data is processed, the processing itself may be by a third freety,
data processor.

The physical attributes of data where data is stored, where it is sent, where it is turnet something useful
T are calleddata flows.

Why there areConcens over the bilP

Thebill is likea two-sided sword Whileit protects the personal data of Indians by empowering them with data
principal rights, on the other hand, it gives the central ggrnment with exemptions which aragainst the
principles of procesing personal data.

The government can process even sensitive personal data when needed, without explicit permission from th
data principals.

Sources: the Hindu.

4. Kannadigas to get prityiin the private sector

What to sudy?

For Prelims: About the nepwolicy of Karnataka.

For Mains: Significance, challenges and concerns associated, what is the need of the hour?

Context The Kamataka government has amended rules directimgustrial estblishments that have taken any
support from the governmenttogi@ LINA2NA G& G2 YFIYyylFIRAIIE Ay 2204
employees.

Key facts:
1 The industries gettinincentives from the government must provide 100 percent resenratiotheir
blue-collared jobs and those not availing any benddits required to accord priority to Kannadigas.
1 The revised rules also empower the state to intervene if private compaailgs implement the rules in
letter and spirit.

2 KI G Qa (oki8s moved A &
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Competition from outsiderstn the last few yearBangalore hawitnesseda huge population influx from all
corners of Indianaturally upsetting the local and migrant balaand @ausing social friction primarily owing to
economic reasons.

With not enough jobs being creatednd the poor spread of those &h are getting created, the pressure on, and
in, relatively betterperforming states is growing.

Issuesassociated with this potly:

1. By armtwisting the private sector into forcibly hirigannadigas irrespective of merit or
gualification,the indirect asumption seems to be thaannadigas are incapable of finding jobs on
their own merit or hard work.

2. Evenas the move will benefithe Kannadiga populatiomhe private sector could suffer aetback as it
would hinder choosing the best candidatasiespecive of the linguistic background or domicile of the
person, to comply with the rule.

3. Also, once it is enfced,there is no stoppig other states from coming up with similar populist
policies, even for whitecollar jobs where merit is paramount for prodiwity. This could mean greater
informalisation of labour,which in turn meangreater insecurity for thesame workersvhose interests
the Karnataka government is purportedly protecting witle move.

4. The end result oindustryloss of confidencand busines moving elsewheneould, of course, be a
decline in the economic welleing of the Kannadiga bleellar workers the policy isupposed to
protect.

Sources: the Hindu.

5. Partial Credit Guantee Scheme

What to study?
For Prelims and mains: Key featuremverage and significance of the scheme.

Context Partial Credit Guarantee Schenfier NBFCs gets cabinet nod

Key features of tk scheme:

1 It allows forpurchase of higkrated pooled assetfrom financially-sound nonbanking financial
companies (NBFCs) dmousing finance companies (HFGg)public sectoibanks (PSBs).

1 The scheme would cov@&BFCs and HFCs that might have slippied'BMAQ" category during the
one-year period prior to Augst 1, 2018, and asset pools ratd8BB+ or higher.

1 The window forone-time partial credit guarantee offered by th@gernment wouldremain open till
June 30, 2020 or till such date by which Rakh crore worth of assets get purchased by the banks,
whichever is earlier.

1 TheFinance Minister would have the power to extd the validity of the scheme by up to three months
by taking into account its progress

Significance

The proposed Government @antee support and resultant pool buyouts will help addrid&$=Cs/HFCs resolve
their temporary liquidity or cash flow mismatéssues

This will als@nable them tocontinue contributing to credit creation and providing last mile lending to
borrowers, theeby spurring economic growth

Sources: pib.

6. Atal Bhujal gjana

What to study?

For Prelims: Atal Bhujal Yojar®bjectivesfunding and implementation, CGWA.

For Madns: Groundwater crisisreasons, challenges, concerns and solutions, various effortdieygovernment.

For Prelims:
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About Atal Bhujal Yojana:

Itisa Rs.6000 croré/orld BankapprovedCentral Sector Schena# the Ministry of Jal Shakti.

Thefunding pattern is 50:50 between Government of India and World Bank.

Aimsto improve ground water margement in priority areas in the country through communitytpapation.

Priority areas:
1 The priority areas identified undéine scheme fall in the stas of Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh.
1 These Sti@s represent about 25% of the total number of oxexploited, critical and serrtritical blocks
in terms of ground water imHia.
1 They also cover two mar types of groundwater systems found in Indialluvial and hard rock aquifers
and have varying dgees of institutional readiness and experience in grounéwatanagement.

Implementation of the scheme:

Funds under the seme will be provided to thetates for strengthening the institutions responsible for ground
water governance, as well as for emecaging community involvement for improving ground water ragement
to foster behavioural changes that promote conservatiod afficient use of water. Thscheme will also
facilitate convergence of ongoing Government schemes in the states by incentitiginfpcussed
implementation in identified priority areas.

Value addition for Mains:

Expected outcomes:

The implementatiorof the scheme igxpected to have several positive outcomes like better understanding of
the ground water regime, focused and igtated community based approach for addressing issues cklate
ground water depletion, sustainable ground water manageménbiagh convergere of ongoing and new
schemes, adoption of efficient water use practices to reduce ground water use for irngattbaugmentation

of ground water resources in targeted ae

Status of groundwater in India:

Central Ground Water Authayi (CGWA) is redating ground water development in States/UTs. As per the
assessment of dynamic ground water resources of couwdryied out jointly by CGWB and St&eound Water
Departments, out of the total 6584 numbers of assessment units (BlockUUkal Mandals/ watershed/ Firkka),
Mnon dzyAdGa KI @S 0SSEWLIO2 NIEIRQRT SRA & aY W OB Bupik dzS G 2
urbanization & industrialization and other related faors.

Sources: pib.

7. Drug prices control order

What to study?

Fa Prelims: About NPPA, DPCO and scheduled drugs.

For Mains: Issues involved and the need for drug price monitoring, relevancéaf@

Context National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (N )has allowed an increase in the maximum retail
prices of 21 drgscurrentlyunder price control by as much as 50%.

Significance

The decision has been taken to ensure thatlifeesaving esg#ial drugs must remain available the general
public at dl times. This is to avoidsatuation where these drugs become awailable in the market and the
public is forced to switch to costly alternative$his is the first time the NPRA which is know to slash prices
of essential and lifsaving medicines is increasing prices in public interest.

2KEFG Ad 0KS/ aFNMBAEOOHNRON) 65t/ h0é K
The Drugs Prices Control Orderan order issued by the Government of India un8lec. 3 oEssential
Commodities Act, 1958 regulate the prices of drugs.
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TheOrder interalia providethe list of price controlled drugs, proderes for fixation of prices of drugs, method
of implementation of prices fixed by Govt., penalties for contravention of provisi@tc.
For the purpose of implementing provisions of DPCGigrs of Govt. have been vestedNiPPA.

Are all the drugs markegd in the country under price control ?

No. The National List of Essential Medicines (NLEM) 2011 is adopted as the primaior blasesmining
essentiality, which constitutethe list ofscheduled medicine®r the purpose of pde control. The DPCO 201
containsmore than 60Gscheduled drug formulations spread across 27 therapeutic groups. However, the price
of other drugs can éregulated, if warranted in public interest.

What is NPPAnNd its role?

NationalPharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPP#3s established on 29th August 1997aasindependent body

of experts as per the decision taken by the Cabinet committee in Séyiefr®94 while reviewing Drug Policy.
Functions The Authotty, interalia, has beenrgrusted with the task of fixation/revien of prices of
pharmaceutical products (bulk drugs and formulations), enforcement of provisions of the Drugs (Prices Cont
Order and monitoring of the prices of controlled and decon&dldrugs in the country.

Sources: the Hindu.

8. Prevention of Damaggto Public Property Act

What to study?

For Prelims: What is Public Property Act?

For Mains: Concerns over damages to public pndigs, need for review of the law and the relevant
guidelines.

Context Despite a lev against the destruction of property,didents of rioting, vandalism, and arson have been
common during protests across the country.
And the Supreme Court has recergipressedispleasure over rioting and destruction of publicoperty.

ForPrelims:

What the Prevention of Damage to Publicdprerty Act, 1984 says?

ItLddzy AaKSa Fyeéz2yS agK2 02YYAiGa YAAaOKAST aithaRiktdny 3
of up to five years and a fine or both.

Provisions of ttd law can be agpled with those undethe Indian Penal Code.

What is a public property?

t dzof AO LINRBLISNI & dzyRSNJ GKAa ! OG Ay Of dzRS& a4l ytBthed dzA
production, distribution or supply of water, lightpwer or energyany oil installation; any sewage works; any
mine a factory; any means of public transportation or of telecommunications, or any building, installation or
other property usedincgy SOl A2y GKSNBSAIGKE D

Value addition for Mains:

Need for revew:

The Suprena Court has on several earlier occasions fotlmedaw inadequate, and has attempted to fill the

gaps through guidelines.

2007 TKS O2dzNI (221 &dz2 Y2 i deeOdeeftiede Was Grfe sBale dast@ittinfol? dza
public and pivate properties in the name of agitations, bandhs, hartals a&l thf A { S€ Stwol YR &S
Committees headed by former apex court judge JusticE Rhomas and senior advocate Fali Nariman to
sugges changes to the law.

2009 case of In Re: Destruction of Mual& Private Properties v State of AP and Ofse Supreme Courssued
guidelines based on the recommendations of the two expert Committees.

SC guidelines based dihomas Committee recommendats:
1 Reversthe burden of proof against protesters.
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9 Prosection should be required to prove that public property had been daged in direct action called
by an organisationand the accused also parfcited in such direct actiofzrom that stage the bueh
can be shifted to the accused to prove his innocence

1 Thelaw must be amended to give the court the power to draw a presuop that the accused is
guilty of destroying public propertyand it would tien be open to the accused to rebut such
presumption.

.FaSR 2y DbIENRYILY /2YYAGGSSQa NBO2YYSYyRIUGAZ2YAY

322Ré GUKS RIYI3ISo

1 Where persons, whether jointly or otheise, are part of a protest which turns violent, uvéts in
damage to private or public property, the personsonve caused the damage, or were part of the
protest or who havevrganized it will be deemed to be strictly liable for the damage so caudadhw
may be assessed by the ordinary courts or byspecial procedure created to enforce the right

1 High Courtshouldorder suo motu action, and set up a machinery to investighe damage caused and
award compensation wherever mass destruction to p takes place due to protests.

Impact of guidelires:

Like the law, the guidelines too, have had a limitedaetp This is because the identification of protesters
remains diffcult, especially in cases where there is no leader who gave the galbtest.

In its verdict irKoshy Jacob vs Union Of Indibe court reiterated that the law needed to be updatedbut it
did not grant the petitioner any compensation since the orgars of the protest were not before the court.

Sources: Indian Express.

9. Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojlh@PMGSYI)

What to study?
For prelims and mains: features and significancePdGSY, need for enhanced rural connectivity.

Context Phase llbf Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMG$&¥3 been launched.

ForPrelims and Mains:
Features of Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Ycgalii (PMGSYII):
1. Under the PMGSNI Scheme, it is propodeo consolidatel, 25,000 Km road length in the States.
2. ltinvolvesconsolidation of Through Routes and Major Rural Links connecting habitati@raian
Agricultural Markets (GrAMs), Higher Sendary Schools and Hospitals.
3. Thefunds would beshared in tte ratio of 60:40 between the Centre and Stdta all States excepfor
8 North Eastern states and Himachal Pradesh & Uttarakhand for which it is 90:10.

Background
A total of 5,99,090 Km roadrigth has been constructed under the scheme since incepiiloAgril, 2019
(inclusive oPMGSY, PMGSYI and RCRIVEA Scheme

PMGSY:

PMGSY wdaunched in December, 200Qith an objectiveto provide single ablweather road connectivity to
eligible un@nnected habitation of designated population size (500+ iaip areas and 250+ in Nortkast, hill,
tribal and deset areas @ per Census, 2001gr overall socieeconomic development of the areas.

Road Connectivity Project for Left Wing Extremism A(BLPLWEA):

Launchedn the year2016asa separate verticaunder PMGSY provide allweather road connectivity wit
necessay culverts and crosdrainage structures in 44 districts (35 are worst LWE affected districts and 09 are
adjoining districts), wlgh are critical from security and communication point ofaié€/nder the Scheme, 5,066
Km road length has been sarmted.
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Saurces: the Hindu.

10. Swadesh Darshan scheme

What to study?

For Prelims and Mains: Features and significance of the scheme, Important circuits and overview of their
locations andgeographical gnificance.

Context The Cabinet approves the release of funaisifO projects ofthe Swadesh Darshan Schermsanctioned
in 201819.

About Swadesh Darshan Scheme:

Tourism Ministrylaunchedthe schemen 2015.

Objective to develop themebased tourist cicuits in the country. These tourist circuits will be developedhan
principles of high tourist value, competitiveness and sustainability in an integrated manner.

Under the Schemé5 circuitshave been identified for developmenmtamely Himayan CircuitNorth East

Circuit, Krishna Circuit, Buddhist Circuit and Co&tabit, Desert Circuit, Tribal Circuit, Eco Circuit, Wildlife
Circuit, Rural Circuit, Spiritual Circuit, Ramayana Circuit, Heritage Circuit, Tirthankar Circuit and $ufi Circui

Features 6 Swadesh Darshan Scheme:
1 100% centrally fundedor the project canponents undertaken for public funding.
1 To leverage the voluntary funding available @orporate Social Responsibility (CBRiativesof Central
Public Sector Undertakings@ corporate sctor.
1 Funding of individual project will varfrom state to stateand will be finalised on the basis of detailed
project reports prepared bi?MC (Programme Management Consultant).
PMCwill be a national level consultant to la@pointed by the Mission Diotorate.
A National Steering Committee (NS&)l be constituted wih Minister in charge of M/O Tourism as
Chairman, to steer the mission objectives and vision of the scheme.
1 AMission Directorateheaded by the Member SecretafySC as a nodal officer wWiklp in identification
of projects in consultation with the StatedTs governments and other stake holders.

=a =

Sources: the Hindu.

11. Atal Bhujal Yojana (AJY)

What to study?

For Prelims: Atal Bhuja¥ojana Objectives, funding and implementation, CGWA.

For Mans: Groundwater crisisreasons, challenges, concerns and solagpvarious efforts by the government.

Context Prime Minister Narendra Modi on December 25, 2019 launehecheme to conservground water in
regions with low water tables.

About Atal Bhujal Yojana:

It is a Rs.6000 croMorld BankapprovedCentral Setor Schemeof the Ministry of Jal Shakti.

Thefunding pattern is 50:5@etween Government of India and World Bank.

Aimsto improve ground water management in priority areas in the countrgptigh community participation.

¢tKS a0OKSYS aSyorar3asSacy

CommunitlJr NI A OA LI GA2Yy SIS aF2NXIFGA2Y 2F 21 GSNJI !
Monitoring and dissemination of data

Water budgeting

Panchayatevel plans

Information, Education & Communication (IEC) actisitie

aprwNPRE

Priority areas:
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1. The priority areas identified under the scheffiadl in the states of Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh.

2. TheseStates represent about 25% of the total number of eegploited, criticabnd semicritical blocks
in terms of ground water in India.

3. Theyalso cover two major types of groundwater systems found in Igdituvial and hard rock aquifers
and have varyingegrees of institutional readiness and experience in groundwater managieme

Implementation of the scheme:

Funds under the scheme will Ipeovided to the states for strengthening the institutions responsible for ground
water governance, as well as fora@mraging community involvement for improving ground water management
to foster behavioural changes that promote conservation and effiaisetof water. The scheme will also
facilitate convergence of ongoing Government schemes in the states by incegtitfizir focussed
implementation in identified priority areas.

Sources: b.

12. lllegal cultivation of Birinjal

What to study?

For prelims and mains: bt cropeeed, concerns, challenges in preventing their cultivation and measures
needed.

Context lllegal Bt brinjal cultivation in Haryamave been confirmedecently.

Backgound:
India banned Bbrinjal in 2010.

Need of the hourthe GEAC should:
1. Visit the farms and conduct tests
Identify the source of seeds
Destroy GM crops
Compensate losses incurred by farmers
Penalise distributing companies
Form a mechanism to awbsuch incidents in #afuture.

oA wWN

What is a GM crop?
A GM or transgenic crop a@splant that hasa novel o
E ?
combination of genetic material obtained through the WHAT IS Bt BrmJaI'
use of modern biotechnology.
1 For examplea GM crop can contain a gene(s)
that has been artifici& inserted instead athe

Bt Brinjal is a transgenic brinjal created by inserting a

plant acquiring it through pollination. gene crylAc from the soil bacterium Bacilus thuringiensis

1 ¢KS NBAadAZ GAy3 LXIFyd A into brinjal. £t
Y2RATASRE | fGK2daAK Ay This is said to give the brinjal plant resistance against S
GaASySiAoOrftte Y2RAFTASR lepidopteran insects like the brinjal fruit and shoat borer & A
state by domestication, selection, and caoited Leucinades orbonalis and fruit borer Aelicoverpa
breeding over log periods of time. armigera.

Do we need GM crops?

Yes and why?

Higher crop yields.

Reduced farm costs.

Increased farm profit.

Improvement in health and the environment.

PN
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No and why?

Lack of clarity:The scientific community seems uncertalvoat the GM technologyWhile there are many in
this community who feel that the benefits outweigh the risks, others point to the irreversibility of this
technology and uncontrollability of the Genetically Modifi@rganisms (GMO) once introduced in the
eocosystem.

Threat to domestic cropgGlobally, there is a clear view th&M crops must not be introduced in centres of
origin and diversity.India also has mega biodiversity hotspots like the Eastern HimalaydbeMdestern Ghats
which are rich in biodersity yet ecologically very sensitive

There is also a potential for pests to evolve resistataehe toxins produced by GM crosd the risk of these
toxins affecting nontarget organisms. There is alsod&eger of unintentionally introducing allexgs and other
anti-nutrition factors in foods.

Sources: Down to Earth.

Topics: Development processes and the development industry- the role of NGOs, SHGs,
various groups and associations, donors, charities, institutional and other stakeholders.

1. @Batrighi Y28S8YSydQ OFYLIAIY

What to study?

ForPrelims: Key features of the movement, what are TPCs, need for a limit.

For Mains: Significareeand the need for staying healthy, government maaes to keep the country healthy
and raise awareness about it.

Context Western Railway's Mumbai Central Termishas becoméndia's first Eat Right Statiorf-ood Safety &
Standards Authority of India (88I) has rated the station with four stars.

Backgound:
9 The station was graded on the basis of food safety and hygisadahility of healthy diet, food
handling at preparation and food waste management among others.
f The food was certified and rated afta thorough inspectioriEat Right Station'is&J- NIi 2 ¥ (0 KF
Right India'initiative that was launched by FSSA2@18 to help passengers make a llen choice.

About Eat Right Movement:

It waslaunched by théFood Safety and Standards Authority lmdia (FSSAI).

The movement aimi cut down sal/sugar and oil consumption by 30% in three years.

It also aimgo engage and enable citizen® improve teir health and welbeing by making the right food
choices.

Measures in place:

FSSAI has put ingeerobust regulatory measures under three majullars:Eat Safe, Eat Health and Eat
Sustainably for the programme.

FS8I has prescribed limit for Total Polar Compounds (TP&)25%in cooking oil to avoid the harmful effects
of reused cooking oil.

Significance of the campaign:

The country is in red of a movement on preventive health for all in the backdrop ofitlseeasing burden of
non-communicable diseases including diabetes, hypertension and heart diseases, widespread deficiencies ¢
vitamins and minerals and rampant foedorne illnesses.

TheEat Right India movement actsasrucial preventive healthcare meage to trigger social and behavioural
changethrough a judicious mix of regulatory measures, combined with soft interventions for egsurin
awareness and capacity building of food busiessand citizens alike.

Sources: the Hindu.
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2. What is Eat Right Mela?

What to study?

For Prelims: Key features of the movement, what are TPCs, need for a limit.

ForMains: Significance and the need for staying healthy, government measures to keep the country healthy
and raise awareness about it.

Context:Recently, Union Minter of Health & Family Welfare inaugurated the 2nd editiofeaf Right Melain
New Delhi.

What isEat Right Mela?

l'a LINIG 2F GKS 9Fd wA3aKOG LYRAF Y2@SYSyidz (GKS w9l
citizens to eat right through anfio-tainment model.Eat Right Melas have been envisioned for massive outreac
to build awareness orade food and healthy diets through an interactive and informative model.

3. Skills Build Platform
What to study?
For Prelims and mains: Key features and sfipaince of the programme.

Context India is the 4thcountry where this SkillBuild platform has been launched on 4th2 @ Q m ¢

About Skills Build Platform:

It isa digital platform developed by IBMenabling holistic learning and aligning it with Skiltidrinitiative by
Government of India.

Launched byirectorate General of Traing (DGT)under the aegis of Ministry of Skileizelopment &
Entrepreneurship (MSDE).

As part of the ppgramme a two-year advanced diploma in IT, networking and cloud compagtino-created
and designed by IBM, will be offered at the Industrial Trainilmgtitutes (1TIs) & National Skill Training
Institutes (NSTIs).

Significance of the programme:

1 The digital platform will provide a personal assessment of the cognitive cajesbélitd personality via
MylnnerGenius to the students.

1 They will then learn fondational knowledge about digital technologies,well as professional skills
such as resumwriting, problem solving and communication.

1 Students will also receive recommendats on rolebased education for specific jobs that include
technical and profssional learning.

f ¢KA& AYAQGALl (5K commitmedit thdreat? & jaelady v@Horce and to build the next
generation of skills needed for new collar careers.

Sources: pib.

4.1 NHzy' | OKIF £ GSIF OKSNBEQ GNJ}YyaFSNE LI
What to study?
ForPrelimsand mains: Key features andgnificanceof the policy.

Context Arunachal haspprovedthe Arunachal Pradesh Teachers Transfer & Posting Policy,, 20B@h will
helprationalize transfer and posting of teachers serving under the state governtnen

For Prelims and Mains:
Keyfeatures of the paky:
1 Under the new policyall the government schools will be divided into three categoriebard, middle
and soft.
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1 All new recuits will be initially given hard postindor a mandatory period of three yes, including
probationary posting, and subsequéynmiddle posting for five years.
1 All general transfer of teachers will be made in the month of April/May thraugime process

Significance
The policy wilensure neeebased distribution of teachers tprotect the academic interests of the students,
and optimize job satisfaction among the teachers in a free and transparent manner.

Sources: the Hindu.

Topics: Welfare schemesfor vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States
and the performance of these schemes.

1. Inner Line Permit (ILP)

What to study?

For Prelims: Features of ILP system.

For Mains: Concerns and implications of Citizenship Bill, ways to addhessetconcerns.

Context Union Home Minister Amit Shdtasassuredhe civil ®ciety groupghat the Citizenship Billvould
provide praection to such regions and states whehe Inner Line Permit (ILP) is applicabésd autonomous
administration has bea granted under the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution.

2 Kl G6Qa GKS AaadzSkK
TheCitizenship (Amendment) Béiims to make it easr for non-Muslim refugees from Bangladesh, Pakistan,
and Afghanistan to obtain Indian citizenship.

1 Ifitis implemented with povisions for excluding from its ambit the states under the ILP regime, it
mears that beneficiaries under CAB will become Indigizens but will not be able to settle in these
three states.

1 As a matter of fact, the same restriction applies to existingamdgitizens.

Now, on these lines, evelssam, Tripura and Meghalagiee demarling the implementation of ILP system.

What is anILP?
Simply put, an Inner Line Permitigslocument that allows an Indian citizen to visit or stay in a state that is
protectedunder the ILP system.
The ILRs obligatory for all those who reside outsidbe protected states.
9 Currentlythe Inner Line Panit is operational in Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram and Nagaland.
9 It can be issued for travel purposes solely.
1 AnILP isssued bythe state government concerned.

Origin of ILP:

L[t Q& 2 NA 3 ih¢ BeRdaliESstern &rbn@ey Reguations, 181pr2 KA 0 AGSR a. NRAGA a
Indians from entering into these protected areas.

I FOSNI LYRSLISYRSY OSs aidgd eveddpims (6 Erem@MiianitSeicisititiec
ban on free nevement was explained as a ki@protect tribalcultures in northeastern India.

Sources: the Hindu.

2. Patrticularly Vulnerable Tribal Group (PVTG)
What to study?

For Prelims and/lains: About PVTGs, spread in different states, issues related to their ptioleand statutory
rights given to them.

Context: The Union Minister of Tribal Affairecentlyinformed about the funds released under tR&/TGs
scheme, to the Parliament.
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Abodzii Wt I NI A Odzf N &8 +dzAf ySNI 6fS ¢NAOGFE DNRdzLJA Ot +¢
PVTGs armore vulnerableamong the tribal groups.
1 They havaleclining or sagnant population, low level of literacy, pegricultural level of technology and
are economically backward.
1 They generally irdibit remote localities having poor infrastructure and administrative support.

Identification:

In 1975, the Goveiment of Indiainitiated to identify the most vulnerable tribal groups as a separate category
called PVTGs and declared 52 such groups, whil®93 an additional 23 groups were added to the category,
making it a total 675 PVTGs out of 705 Scheduledhdsi spread ovel8 states and one Union Territory (A&N
Islands) in the country (2011 census).

lY2y3 (GKS 1 p highéstinS8mbertafotimd (b ®Ddisha($83), followed by Andhra Pradesh (12).

Scheme for developnm of PVTGs:
TheMinistry of TribalAffairs implenentsti KS { OKSYS 2F 45S@St2LISyid 27 t
0t + ¢ &adlusigely for them

1 Under the schemeConsevation-cum-Development (CCD)/Annual Plans are to be prepared by each
State/UTfor their PVTGs based on their neessessment, wibh are then appraised and approved by
the Project Appraisal Committee of the Ministry.

9 Priority is also assigned to PVTGs urniderschemes o$pecial Central Assistance (SCA) to Tribal Sub
Scheme(TSS), &hts under Article 275(1) of the @stitution, Grants-in-aid to Voluntary Organisations
working for the welfare of Schedule Tribes and Strengthening of Education among STL®inls i
Literacy Districts.

The criteria followed for determination of PVTGseaas under:
1. A preagriculture levéof technology
2. A stagnant or declining population.
3. Extremely low literacy.
4. A subsistence level of economy.

Sources: Down to Earth.

3. Nationd Pension Scheme for Traders and Self Employed Persons
What to study?

For Preims: Key featureseligibility of the scheme.

ForMains: Need for and significance of the scheme.

About the scheme:
It isa pension scheme for theéyaparis(shopkeepers/retailraders and selemployed personsyith annual
turnover not exceeding Rs 1.5ae.
1 Itisavoluntary and contributory pension $eme.
I The enrolment under the schemefree of cost for the beneficiaries.
1 The enrolment is based up@elf-certification.
1 It has a provision fominimum assured pension of Rs 3,00@4onthly on attainingthe age of 60years.
1 The Central Government shgive50 % share of the monthly contribution and remaining 50%
contribution shall be made by the beneficiary.

Eligibility:
1. Bendiciary is required to have an Aadhaar card and a saving banidhiEnAccouhpassbook oly.
2. He/ She should be within 18 to 4@ars of age group.
3. GSTIN is required only for those with turnover above Rs. 40 lakhs.
4. The beneficiary should not be income aayer and also not a member of EPFO/ESIC/NPS (Gow.)/PM
SYM.
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Significance
This scheme N target enrolling 25 lakh subscats in 201920 and 2 crore subscribers by 262324. An
estimated 3 crore Vyaparis in the country are expected to be benefitteter the pension scheme.

Sources: pib.

4. Maintenance and Welfare of Pareatsd Senior Citizens Bill, 2019
What to study?

ForPrelims: Key features.

For Mains: Significance and the need for legislation.

Context The Union Cabinet has approvE&de Maintemance and Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens
(Amendment) Bill, 2019.
It seeksto amend The Maintenance and Welfare of Parsrdand Senior Citizens Bill, 2007

2 KIFGQa yS¢ Ay GKS oAttty
1. 5STAYAUGAZY 2F VOKiARNNBY® yIOP Rs bbayiRgidded d @1 NS Q K
2. Mode of submission of application for maintenance has badarged.
3. Ceiling of Rs 10,0004s maintenance amoit has been removed.
4. Preference to dispose of applications of senior citizens, above eighty years of age, early has been
included.
Registration of Senior Citizens Care Homes/Homecare Service Agendmeewetioeen included.
Minimum standards for senioiitzen care homes has been included in the Bill.
7. Appointment of Nodal Police Officers for Senior Citizens in every PolicenSiatidistrict level Special
Police Unit for Senior Citizens has been inetlid
8. Maintenance of Helpline for senior citizenstta$ Sy Ay Of dZRSRd ¢

oo

Elderly as a resource:

The elderly should be seen as a blessing, not a burden. The elderly are becomintgtegfasving, but
underutilized resource available to humanity. Rather tipatting them aside, physically (and mentally), to be
cared for separately, they should be integrated into the lives of communities where they can make a substar
contributiontoA YLINR @Ay 3 a20ALf O2yRAGAZ2yad ¢ KSNIOS ySEFRA al
for other social problemsibeing demonstrated in several countries.

Need of the hour:
As a signatory tdladrid International Plan of Action on Ageind/IPAA, India has the responsibility to
formulate and implement publipolicy a1 population ageing.
Issues of poverty, migratioryrbanisation, ruralisation and feminisation compound the complexity of this
emerging phenomenonPublic policy must respond this bourgeoning need and mainstream action into
developmental plannig.
Gende and social concerns of elderly, particularly elty women,must be integrated at the policy level.
1 The elderly, especially women, should be represented in decision making.
1 Inaeasing social/widow pension and its universalisatiotritical for expandig the extent and reach of
benefits.
1 Renewed effors should be made for raising widespread awareness and access to social security
schemes such as National Old Age Pension andWMignsion Scheme. Provisions in terms of special
incentives for elderly womendisabled, widowed should also be considered.

Saurces: the Hindu.

5. Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana

What to study?

For Prelims: Key features of RVY and about ALIMCO.

For Mains: Signi€ance of the programme and similar policies for the aitlold aged.
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Rashtiya Vayoshri Yojana:

CoverageSenior Citizens, benging to BPL category and suffering from any of therated
disability/infirmity Low vision, Hearing impairment, Loss @th and Locomotor disability

What assistance is providt Assistedliving deviceswhich can restore near normalcy in their blydunctions,
overcoming the disability/infirmity manifestedhey areree-of cost.

Funding This isa Central Sector Schenfally funded by the Central Government. Tésgoenditure for
implementation ofthe scheme will be met fromthé { Sy A 2 NWélfardiFuidSay & Q

Other key facts:
1 In case of multiple disabilities/infirmitiesnanifested in the same person, the assistive desiwill be
given in respect of each disabjlimpairment.
1 Beneficiaries in&ch district will badentified by the State Goveirments/UT Administrations through a
Committee chaired by the Deputy Commissioner/District Collector.
9 As far as possibl80% ofthe beneficiaries in each district shall weomen.

Need for the scheme:
With more than 70% of the 104 million elderly livinglie rural hinterland, any seriounitiative to improve the
lot of senior citizens must incorporate adequate budgetary supfmrsocial welfare spending on thielevant
programmes.
1 With the number of theelderly in India set to surge by 2050 to almo803nillion, or about a fifth of the
population, governments need to make more comprehensive efforts to address the probleidedy.e

Sources: pib.

6. Social Segcity code

What to study?

For PrelimsFeatuesof the code

For Mains: need for and significeee of the code.

Context Labour Minister has introducettie Code on Social Security, 2019, in the Lok Sabha.

Objectives
1 To analgamate a clutch adxisting laws and proposes several new initiatives dinly universal social
security for unorganized stmr workers and, insurance and health benefits for gig workers.
1 To Corporatize of existing organizations like EPFO and ESKtl iygoeople other thathe labour
minister.

Key features of the code:

1. The Cde willmerge eight exiting labour laws includingELJt 28 SSaQ / 2Y LISy al G A2

QYL 28549 Lyadz2NF yOS ! OG> mohny> 9YLI 28 SSae t
1952; Maternity Renefit Act, 1961.

2. The bill seeks to establighsocial gcurity fund and tap the corporate social respoh8ity fund to offer
dzy 2 NHI yAT SR aSO02N) 62N] SNBA YSRAOIf>X LISyairzys
insurarce corporation

3. Exempton: It willempower thecentral government to exempt dect establishments from all or any of
the provisbns of the code and makes Aadhaar mandatdoy availing benefits under various social
security schemes.

4. It proposes to offer gatuity to fixed term eanployeesafter one year of service on a prata basis a
against the current practice of five years.

5. Insuance, PF, life cover for unorganized sector employé&gmtral Government shall formulate and
notify, from time to time, suitale welfareschemes for unorganised workers on matter relating to life
and disaility cover; health and maternity benefits; olda protection; and any other benefit as may be
determined by the central government.
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Sources: the Hindu.

7. Accessible Ind@ampign

What to study?
For Prelims and mains: Key features, need for and sigaifce of the scheme.

Context The deadline for t8 3 2 @ S NAtceSiglei g Campaign (Al)s been extended to Meh 2020
due to slow progress.

About Accessible Indi€anpaign:

What is it? Accessible India Campaign (AIC) is the nationwide flagahipaign of the Department of
Empowerment of Persts with Disabilities (DEPwD), Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment.

Aim: The aim of the Campaign is to make a barfiiee and conducive environment for Divyangjans all over the
country. The campaiglnas the vision to build an inclusive society iniegihequal opportunities are provided for
the growth and development of Persons with Disabilities (PwDs) so that they chprtehuctive, safe and
dignified lives.

Implementatiort For creating universal aessibility for Persons with Disabilities, the caigm has been divided
into three verticals: Built Environment; Transport and Information & Communication Technology (ICT)
ecosysem.

Old Targets

1. Making 50% of all the government buildings of NCT anti@lbtate capitals fully accessible by
December 208.

2. Completing accessibility audit of 50% of government buildings and making them fully accessible in 1
mostimportant cities/towns of Stateby December 2019.

3. Ensuring that 50% of railway stations in t@untry are converted into fully accessible raijwstations
by March 2018.

4. Ensuring that 25% of Government owned public transport carriers in the countrpaverted into fuly
accessible carriers by March 2018.

5. Conducting accessibility audit of 50%atifgovernment (both Central and State Governmgmiebsites
and converting them into fully accessible websites by March 2017.

Facts for Prelims:
Accessible ktia Campaigis inline with theArticle 9 of UNCRPRQIN Convention on the Rights of Personstwit
Disabilities)to which India is a signatory simec2007.

Sources: pib.

8. Breast Milk Banks

What to study?
For Prelims: What are Breast Milk Banks?
ForMains: Need for signifiance.

For Prelims:

What are Breast Milk Banks?

Theyare known aomprehensig Lactation Management Centres (CLMC) and Lactattanagement Unit
(LMU),depending on the level of health facilities where these units are established.

Established undet b I nalAGaidelines on Establishment of Lactation Management Centres in PublidtHeal
Cl OA thythe Miistry of Health and Famjl Welfare.
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Value additon for Mains:

Need for Milk Banks:

It is universally accepted that breast milk is th
optimum exclusivesource of nutrition for the
first six months of life, and may remain part o
the healthy infant diet for the first two years
of life and beyond.

9 Uniceflndia mentions mothers, both
in high- and lowiincome countries,
face challenges such as poor
healthcareand nutrition. Sometimes,
families end up giving babies honey o
sugared wateas their first oral feed,
referred to as prelactal feed.

1 Milk banks have dedicated set of
counsellors to answer such queries
about lactation management and
convince new mothes about the
benefits of donating milk.

Initiatives by India:

MAA - "Mothers Absolute Affection™A
nationwide programme of th#linistry of Health and Family Welfate promote breastfeeding.
Vatsalyag Maatri Amrit Kosh Established in collaboration witthe Norwegian government

Sources: pib.

9. Pradhan Mantri Matrivandana Yojan@MMVY)

What to study?
For Prelims and maind&eyHighlights of the PMMVY, funding and beneficiaries, challenges present and ways
to address them.

Context Concernsiave been gpressedver the implementation othe Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana
Yojana (MMVY).

What are theissues?
1. Three years afteit was first announcedhe chorus on itsnany exclusionss growing louder leading to
a demand for a scheme that is truly univeisa
2. Besideslengthy documentation workis seen as a deterrent to illiterate &@ns.
3. Women have to pag hefty bribe during theapplication process.

For Prelims:

About PMMVY:

Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMg¥)maternity benefitrechristenedfrom erstwtile Indira
Gandhi Matritva Sahyog Yojana (IGMSYhe IGMSY wdaunched in 2010.

1 The scheme ia conditional cashransfer schemdor pregnant and lactating women.

1 It providesa partial wage compensatiorto women for wageoss during childbift and childare and to
provide conditions for safe delivery and good nutritenmd feeding practices.

1 They receiva cash benetfiof Rs. 5,000 in three installmentm fulfilling the respective conditionality,
viz. early registration of pregnancy, antatal checkup and registration of the birth of the child and
completion of firstcycle of vaccination for the first living chiltitbe family.

1 The eligible beneficiaries also recesash incentive under Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY). Thus, on an
average, awoman gets R. 6,000.
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