There has been total shutdown in
Darjeeling and instances of violence
over demand for creation of Gorkhaland.
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Immediate cause Bengali language being
made mandatory upto class 9" by the state
government. The Gorkhas, whose native
language is Nepali, has taken it as a threat
to their identity.

Long-term cause problems in functioning

of GTA (Gorkhaland Territorial Administration).
The leaders have accused state govt. of
interference and not devolving enough
financial resources to GTA.
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Indian Gorkhas are indigenous people
living all along the Himalayan belt and

the North-East states of India. The Gorkhas
inhabit areas in J& K,Himachal,Uttarakhand,
Sikkim, Darjeeling, Assam, and other states
in the North- East.

Gorkhaland consists of Nepali-
speakingpeople of Darjeeling,
Kalimpong, Kurseong and other
hilly districts. The people belonging
to these areas hardly have any
connection with the Bengali
community and are different in
ethnicity, culture and language.
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HISTORY OF DEMAND FOR GORKHALAND
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w yemmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm———a-- & Aspiration of Indian Gorkha identity:
Caey S i Since creation of Darjeeling Gorkha
o E Hill Council in 1988 and GTA in 2012
Differences in language and culture - did not fulfill this aspiration, they failed.
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and lack of voice in Kolkata.

Relative Economic
deprivation
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DARJEELING GORKHA HILL COUNCIL (DGHC):

GORKHALAND TERRITORIAL ADMINISTRATION (GTA)

The agitation for a separate Gorkhaland state must be brought to a swift
end through a solution which meets the aspirations of the Nepali-speaking people without
hurting the sentiments of the Bengali-speaking majority, which is largely against the division
of the state. The possible steps include:
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Good power shaging agreement
Gorkhaland on'its ows is not financially
viable. Exceptdtourismyitideesn't have much
of its own resources. I€éaVindustry is also
facing crisis. The functioning of GTA needs
to be improved and#ade accountable.

Government of centre as well as
state needs to be more sensitive towards
needs and aspirations of Gorkhas.

Eg instead of imposing Bengali, it could
have been made optional.

Creation of an Autonomous State of Gorkhaland
within an undivided West Bengal can be considered.
Article 244A provides for an autonomous state for

Economic development of the region.
Hospitals, schools, public services
must be set up and existing ones

need to be improved.
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certain tribal areas in Assam with its own legislature
and council of ministers. By a constitutional amendment,
the applicability of this article can be extendedto
West Bengal. Alternatively, through a constitutional
amendment, an Article similarto Article 244 A, can
be inserted as a new chapter in Part VI of the
Constitution. This will enable the establishment
of an Autonomous State of Gorkhaland,
with a legislature and council of ministers
within the existing state of West
Bengal without bifurcating it.




