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. It was a major mar|t|me )

activities center of Harappan
)C|V|l|zat|on dating from
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e National Marltlme/Herltage ‘ omplex (NMHC) is llkely

o be built |n public-private partnership and will have a
uge museum d|spla‘?mg 'Igdlas herltage of |nland water
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7.\ A paper titled “Arj Ancient Harappan Genome Lacks
” ) Ancestry from Steppe Pastoralists & Iranian Farmers”
‘was published recently, which has cHallenged many
7/ noted points of Aryan Invasion Theory
| | = il e
The paper indicates that here was no Aryan invasion ~ \
and no Aryan migration and that all thﬂ developments [
right from the hunting-gathering stage to modern/times ||
in South AS|a were done by |nd|genous people
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A,ccordmg to theory by British archaeologist Mortimer
Wheeler, a ngmadic, Indo- E ropean tribe (Steppe
) pastoralists or from Anatoll n and Iranian farmers),
called the Aryans, suddenly|overwhelmed & conquered
the Indus River Valley, causing the decline of Indus
Valley‘civiliztion. W |
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He pOS|ted that many unhuried corpses
| =0 ) found in Xhe top levels of Uhe Mohenjo-Daro

\20 a chaeol gical site were victims of war.
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‘L‘ The theory suggested that by ,uslmg horses and more
\Q advanced weapons agalnst the peaceful Harappan
\ / people, the Aryans may have eaS|ly defeated them.
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Za> | The Rig Veda time and' again refers to the fortresses of
{ @ ) the Dasas and Dasyus. The Vedic god Indra is called
"/ 'Purandara’ meanmg 'the destroyer of forts'.

7. The geographlcal area of the. habltatlon of the R|g Ved|c
\ Aryans included the Punjab and rmm— —
/ the Ghaggarl-Hakra regidf.

| Since there are no erams |
of other cultural groups
~_~ having forts in this area
' @ \ in this historical phase, ' g S
/7 Wheeler believed that it ', aSSEgR, /
~~  wasthe Harapgan cities (! L

' that were bein descrlbed
in the ngVeda \ l ““‘"!‘ ﬁ%@ r//
PR In fact, the Rig Vleda mentlons a place called” arlyuplya
[ .\ This place was located on the bank of the river Ravi.
QGRYY The Aryans fought a battle here. The name of the place

—  sounds very similar to that of Harappa.

= These evidences led Wheeler to conclbde that it was the
EEI-}‘ Aryan |nvaders who destroyed the! cities of Harappa.

/. O l'{\ Inhabltants of the Indus Valley C|V|l|sat|on (IVC) were
| ﬁﬁ ) a distinct |nd|genous people & the DNA of the skeletal
\ LT, remains matches W|th the local populatlon
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~ ~ The skeleton remains found in the upper part of the
lﬁ\ Citadel area of Mohenjo Daro belpnged to those who
died due to floods & were not massacred by Aryans

—| j as hypothe3|sed by Sir Mortimer Wheeler -:

P Thiare wfas some small movement of people from
l \ Central, AS|a and mlxmg of their gene with the
v population here. But it doesn't change the
| — ' ancestry of the IVC people Ui
e TN |
nY | ’ > There was no attack that
& g ) replaced the entire
2 2/ ‘ L o populatlon

w A A genome from the Indus
7 ~ ~ Valley Civilisation is from
s \ a population that is the
/ largest source for South
Asiyans i |

il SE
W Thp populatlon has no
- 3 \ detectable ancestry from
Steppe pastoralists or
from Anatolian & Iranian
farmers.

| E?qu; ) Farming- It was brought to the region through
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mlgratlons from Iran, and, most S|gn|f|cantly, that
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/ Harappan gen,es are present in varying
uantities in all south Asians. |
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OTHER THEORIES OF
DECLINE OF HARAPPAN
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| There have been various other theories surrounding
) the decline of Harappan C|v|l|zat|on Some of them are-
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.~ ~ Floods and Earthquakes- There were evidence
“ ,@,\ such as houses and streets weri covered by

large silt dep03|ts and Indus area is a disturbed
—  earthquake zone

Cb L/ Criticism- Decline of settlements outside Indus
i | Valley will not be explained by this theory and a
L ~ river cannot be dammed by tectonic effects

~ Shifting Away of the Indus-
__;‘j : p\ There was evidence that silt
Nz 2/ is there in Harappa because
“of wind action, which brought
‘sand & silt, rather than floods.
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" . Criticism- This can explain
: only desertion of Mohen-
jodaro but not its decline.

, /fié Increased Ar|d|t and Drying
NS Up of ithe Ghaggiar- There

\ 4\ were various evidence such
- \ as increased arid conditions

S/ led to decline of agriculture

N7 & tectonic movements would

N A RN _~ D N have led to drying up of °

N AN RN 'FF' -"" | Ghaggar river. |

bt i v Criticism- Drying up of

I /) ~ river Ghaggar has not been

| dated yet.
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RELATED NEWS

| ‘ |
Sadikpur Sinauli: likely to get National
Importance tag

Sinauli, supposed to be a largest necropolis

l\ of the late Harappan period, is located on the

Y=/ left bank of the River Yamuna. ’ |

- ~_~ ASI Excavation: They found chariots, swords and

[ \ other objects pomtlng to the presence of a warrior
>/ class of people in the region during the Copper-

=  Bronze Age (3300 BC -1200 BC)
They also unearthed underground spcred ch bers,

i @f\ decorated legged coffins as well as'rice andaggl in
/ pots and animal bones buried with the bodies.
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