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�ƒ Currently, the head of the municipal corporation, the mayor, is merely a ceremonial authority and executive 
decisions are carried out by the municipal commissioner appointed by the state government. 

�ƒ An elected mayor with substantial powers of his own not only provides a single point for negotiations with outside 
agencies and investors but also ensures greater coordination among the different city departments and promotes 
decisive decision making. 

�ƒ A popularly elected mayor with a fixed tenure also offers more stability in governance as the person is not 
dependent on the elected members of the council or on the local or state level political leadership for his survival 
in office. A stable leadership can also afford to roll out long term plans that will ensure major changes in the cities 
political and economic landscape. 

The concept should face the following challenges before it becomes a reality: 

�ƒ State governments do not wish to delegate more authority to city-level institutions. Often, urban resources are 
transferred to rural areas in the name of development. Even if the mayor is directly elected, the state 
governments can refuse to devolve power and resources, effectively reducing him to a figurehead. 

�ƒ Municipal commissioner also, sometimes, becomes hurdle. Even if some powers are delegated to the 
municipality, the state governments have in place municipal commissioners to perform the executive functions, 
again cutting the mayor to size, the nature of mayoral election notwithstanding. 

�ƒ If a directly elected mayor belongs to a party in minority in the municipality, it becomes difficult to get other 
municipality members on board in taking decisions. This was witnessed in Himachal Pradesh, which ultimately 
led to the scrapping of this system. 

�ƒ Also, a mayor executing projects will tend to gain popularity at the expense of the local legislator whose job is to 
legislate and scrutinise the performance of the executive. A legislator will always see the directly elected and 
empowered mayor as a potential future rival and will do everything in his command to undercut his authority. 

�ƒ It is also widely felt that elected mayors may blur the lines between the three tiers of government: the Union, 
the states and the local self governments. 

Sources: et. 
 

Paper 2 Topic: Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of 
various Constitutional Bodies. 

Rajiv  Mehrishi  appointed  new CAG of India  

Rajiv Mehrishi has taken charge as the 13th Comptroller and Auditor 
General of India (CAG). He has a three-year tenure till  August 2020. 

About CAG: 

The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India is an authority, 
established by the Constitution of India under article 148. 

�ƒ CAG audits all receipts and expenditure of the Government of 
India and the state governments, including those of bodies and 
authorities substantially financed by the government. 

�ƒ The CAG is also the external auditor of Government-owned corporations and conducts supplementary audit of 
government companies, i.e., any non-banking/ non-insurance company in which the state and Union 
governments have an equity share of at least 51% or subsidiary companies of existing government companies. 

�ƒ The reports of the CAG are taken into consideration by the Public Accounts Committees (PACs) and Committees 
on Public Undertakings (COPUs), which are special committees in the Parliament of India and the state 
legislatures. 

�ƒ The CAG enjoys the same status as a judge of Supreme Court of India in Indian order of precedence. 

Appointment: CAG is appointed by the President of India following a recommendation by the Prime Minister. On 
appointment, he/she has to make an oath or affirmation before the President of India. 
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About TRIFED: 

TRIFED is an apex organisation at National Level and functioning under the administrative control of Ministry of Tribal 
Affairs. TRIFED is serving the interests of Tribals, who are engaged in collection of NTFP and making of Tribal Art & 
Handicraft Products for their livelihood so as to ensure better remunerative price for their products as well as for the 
socio-economic betterment through Self Help Groups, Empanelled NGOs, State level Tribal Development 
Corporations, Forest Development Corporations for undertaking marketing development of the tribal products. 

Sources: the hindu. 
 

Directorate  General of Quality  Assurance Celebrates its  Diamond  Jubilee 

Directorate General of Quality Assurance (DGQA) has completed 60 years of its existence. 

�ƒ The organisation has quality assured Defence stores worth Rs. 28,878 crore during the financial year 2016-17. 

�ƒ In addition, the organisation has been providing assistance to the User and Manufacturer in difficult and trying 
situations, warranting the technical expertise and hands-on experience. 

About DGQA: 

The Directorate General of Quality Assurance (DGQA) is under Department Of Defence Production, Ministry of 
Defence. This organisation is more than hundred years old and provides Quality Assurance (QA) cover for the entire 
range of Arms, Ammunitions, Equipments and Stores supplied to Armed Forces. 

Functions: 

�ƒ Apart from QA activities, the organisation is responsible for import substitution and associates with Defence 
Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) in the development projects. 

�ƒ It also ensures Documentation, Codification and Standardisation Action for minimizing the variety of components 
/  equipments. 

�ƒ The other services rendered are promotion of small scale industries, Post procurement services, Defect 
Investigations and Technical Consultancy to the users, Ministry and the Production Agencies. 

Sources: the hindu. 
 

Paper 2 Topic: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States and the 
performance of these schemes; mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection 
and betterment of these vulnerable sections. 

Implementation  Guidelines  of Pradhan  Mantri  Matru  Vandana Yojana 

The government has released the Guidelines of Pradhan Mantri 
Matru Vandana Yojana. The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi 
had announced the pan-India implementation of this scheme 
w.e.f. 01st January, 2017. 

�ƒ Guidelines inter-alia provide Aadhaar linkage, Direct Benefit 
Transfer, antenatal check-up and registration of child birth & 
first cycle of immunisation of the child. 

�ƒ PMMVY is implemented by the Ministry of Women & Child Development in collaboration with State 
Governments. 

About PMMVY: 

Pradhan Mantri Matritva Vandana Yojana (PMMVY), previously Indira Gandhi Matritva Sahyog Yojana (IGMSY), is a 
maternity benefit program run by the government of India. 

�ƒ It is a conditional cash transfer scheme for pregnant and lactating women of 19 years of age or above for first 
two live births. 

�ƒ It provides a partial wage compensation to women for wage-loss during childbirth and childcare and to provide 
conditions for safe delivery and good nutrition and feeding practices. 
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�ƒ The TDSAT was set up to resolve any dispute between a licencor and a licensee, between two or more service 
providers, between a service provider and a group of consumers. In addition, any direction, TRAI orders or 
decisions can be challenged by appealing to TDSAT. 

Sources: et. 
 

Banks can classify  priority  loans as standard  debt:  RBI 

The Reserve Bank of India has assured banks that they can classify priority  loans extended to defaulting companies 
in the bankruptcy process as standard debt in a move aimed at ensuring that entities which can be revived are able 
to raise resources. This will come as a relief to those companies that are struggling to recast loans within the strict 
deadline imposed by the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code. 

�ƒ The central bank has however said this classification will be allowed only if repayments are made every month 
rather than later in the form of bullet payments or after a few months. 

Background: 

The banks had sought a clarification on the difference in treatment of such loans by banks and finance companies. 
Priority loans take precedence over other forms of debt and are repaid before other loans in the event of liquidation. 

Priority sector lending: 

Priority Sector Lending is an important role given by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to the banks for providing a 
specified portion of the bank lending to few specific sectors like agriculture or small scale industries. This is essentially 
meant for an all round development of the economy as opposed to focusing only on the financial sector. Typically, 
these are small value loans to farmers for agriculture and allied activities, micro and small enterprises, poor people for 
housing, students for education and other low income groups and weaker sections. 

What is meant by Priority Sector? 

Priority sector refers to those sectors of the economy which may not get timely and adequate credit in the absence of 
this special dispensation. 

Sources: et. 
 

Govt launches �î���”�ƒ�†�Š�ƒ�• Mantri  LPG ���ƒ�•�…�Š�ƒ�›�ƒ�–�ï to boost  PMUY 

The Central government has launched a country-wide LPG Panchayat as a backup to the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala 
Yojana to distribute LPG connections among the rural areas where conventional fuel is used for domestic purposes. 

About LPG Panchayat: 

The LPG Panchayat is an interactive communication platform aimed at educating rural LPG users about proper safety 
precautions to be taken while using LPG, its benefit to the environment, its effect on women empowerment and 
health. 

�ƒ With this, the government aims to reach the doorsteps of poor and under-privileged women to educate them 
about the safety and efficiency, health benefits, positive impact on environment, economic development and 
empowerment on usage of LPG connections. 

�ƒ One lakh LPG Panchayats would be activated across the country under the scheme during the next one and a half 
years. The idea of this platform is to trigger a discussion through sharing of personal experiences on the benefits 
of use of clean fuel compared to traditional fuels like cowdung. 

�ƒ The agenda would also include safe practices, quality of service provided by distributors and availability of refill 
cylinders. 

About the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana: 

Under the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana, Rs.8,000 crore has been earmarked for providing 50 million LPG (liquefied 
petroleum gas) connections to poor households. 

�ƒ Under the scheme, an adult woman member of a below poverty line family identified through the Socio-Economic 
Caste Census (SECC) is given a deposit-free LPG connection with financial assistance of Rs 1,600 per connection 
by the Centre. 
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