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India Pavilion Inaugurated at Videocitta 2018 in Rome Film
Festival

1

(Topic: Art and Culture, General Studies-I)

Context:


India was a partner country at Videocitta 2018, an event focussing on Virtual Reality, Video
gaming, Animation, Film Making, etc. It was organized along with Rome Film Festival and Mercato
Internazionale dell’Audiovisivo (MIA) (the International Audio Visual Market).

About:


India’s participation at Videocittà 2018, Rome was organized by Ministry of Information & Broadcasting
and coordinated on Ministry’s behalf by FICCI.



The agenda of the delegation from India this year is to showcase diversity in films while
furthering collaborations with other countries.



India Pavilion at Videocittà 2018 showcased Indian films’ heritage, ease of film shooting in India,
promoted film shooting locations in India, International Film Festival of India, Indian Cinema
from different regions, Audio Visual Co Production between India and Italy.



Daily cultural performances related to Indian classical dances, performances based Indian films, yoga
sessions, vocal performances, and screening of Indian films across regions were organised in the India
Pavilion.
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI)
It is an association of business organisations in India. Established in 1927, on the advice of Mahatma
Gandhi by GD Birla and Purushottam Das Thakurdas, it is the largest, oldest and the apex business
organisation in India.
It is a non-government, not-for-profit organisation. FICCI draws its membership from the
corporate sector, both private and public, including SMEs and MNCs. The chamber has an indirect
membership of over 250,000 companies from various regional chambers of commerce.
It is involved in sector specific business polus building, and business promotion and networking.
It is headquartered in New Delhi and has presence in 12 states in India and 8 countries across the
world.

2

Indo - Japan joint military exercise DHARMA GUARDIAN 2018
(Topic: International Relations, Defence, General Studies-II & III)

Context:


The armies of India and Japan recently completed their first-of-its-kind joint military exercise
‘Dharma Guardian’ in Mizoram to build and promote relations between the forces of the two
countries in addition to exchanging skills and experiences.

About:


Exercise DHARMA GUARDIAN - 2018, a joint military exercise between Indian & Japanese Armies
held at Counter Insurgency and Jungle Warfare School, Vairengete, Mizoram on 01 November
2018.



The Japanese contingent was represented by 32nd Infantry Battalion, while the Indian side was
represented by 6/1 Gorkha Rifles. Approximately one platoon strength each of both the battalions
participated in this exercise.
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The exercise consisted of a balance of indoor classes and outdoor training activities.



The objective of this exercise was to build and promote army to army relations in addition to
exchanging skills and experiences between both the armies.



Due emphasis was laid on enhancing tactical skills to fight against global terrorism and on increasing
interoperability between forces of both countries which is crucial for the success of any joint
operation.



Both sides jointly trained, planned and executed a series of well-developed tactical drills for
neutralization of likely threats that may be encountered in urban warfare scenario. The exercise
contributes immensely in developing mutual understanding and respect for each other’s military.

JOINT EXCERCISES:
Exercise

Participating Countries

Exercise

Participating Countries

Indra

India and Russia

Lamitye

India and Seychelles

Simbex

India and Singapore

Naseem Al Bahr

India and Oman

Agni Warrior

India and Singapore

Al Nagah

India and Oman

Bold Kurukshetra

India and Singapore

Hand-in-hand

India and China

Salvex

India and United States

AUSINDEX

India and Australia

Yudh Abhyas

India and United States

Prabal Dostyk

India and Kazakhstan

Vajra Prahar

India and United States

Khanjar

India and Kyrgystan

Slinex

India and Sri Lanka

Maitree

India and Thailand

Mitra Shakti

India and Sri Lanka

Ajeya Warrior

India and United Kingdom

Sampriti

India and Bangladesh

Konkan

India and United Kingdom

Nomadic Elephant

India and Mongolia

Desert Eagle

India and United Arab
Emirates

Khan Quest

India and Mongolia

Ekuverin

India and Maldives

Varuna

India and France

Vinbax

India and Vietnam

Shakti

India and France

Harimau Shakti

India and Malaysia

Surya Kiran

India and Nepal

Milan

Multi-nation Naval exercise
in the Indian Ocean

Dosti

Trilateral Coast Guard
exercise among India, Sri
Lanka and Maldives from
2012 and bilateral between
India and Maldives from
1991 to 2011

Malabar

Trilateral Naval exercise
between India, Japan and
United States from 2015
and bilateral between India
and United States from
1992 to 2014

Jimex

6

India and Japan

Garuda Shakti

India and Indonesia

Sahyog Kaijin

India and Japan
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Cabinet approves moving a resolution in the first assembly of the
International Solar Alliance (ISA) for amending the Framework
Agreement of the ISA for opening up the ISA membership to all
countries that are members of the United Nations

3

(Topic: Environment, General Studies-III)

Context:


The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi gave an ex-post facto approval for
moving a resolution in the first assembly of the International Solar Alliance (ISA) for amending the
Framework Agreement of the ISA

Benefits:


Opening the membership of the ISA will put solar energy in global agenda with the universal appeal
for developing and deploying solar energy.



It will make ISA inclusive.



Enlarged membership of ISA will benefit the world at large.

International Solar Alliance (ISA)


The initiative was launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the India Africa Summit, and a
meeting of member countries ahead of the 2015 United Nations Climate Change Conference in
Paris in November 2015. The framework agreement of the International Solar Alliance opened for
signatures in Marrakech, Morocco in November 2016.



Most of the countries either lie completely or partly between the Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic
of Capricorn.



The alliance is a treaty-based inter-governmental organization. The countries that do not fall within
the Tropics can also join the alliance and enjoy all benefits as other members, with the exception
of voting rights.



The primary objective of the alliance is to work for efficient exploitation of solar energy to reduce
dependence on fossil fuels.



India has pledged a target of installing 100GW by 2022 and reduction in emission intensity by
33–35% by 2030 to let solar energy reach to the most unconnected villages and communities and
also towards creating a clean planet. India’s pledge to the Paris summit offered to bring 40% of its
electricity generation capacity (not actual production) from non-fossil sources (renewable, large
hydro, and nuclear) by 2030.

PM launches historic Support and Outreach Initiative for MSME
sector

4

(Topic: Indian Economy, General Studies-III)

Context:


PM has launched a historic support and outreach programme for the Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSME) sector.
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As part of this programme, the Prime Minister unveiled 12 key initiatives which will help the
growth, expansion and facilitation of MSMEs across the country.



Five key aspects for facilitating the MSME sector:
 Access to credit,
 Access to market
 Technology upgradation
 Ease of doing business
 Security for employees

1. Access to Credit:
 Prime Minister announced the launch of the 59 minute loan portal to enable easy access to credit
for MSMEs. Loans upto Rs. 1 crore will be granted in-principle approval through this portal, in just
59 minutes.
A link to this portal will be made available through the GST portal.



 All companies with a turnover more than Rs. 500 crore, must now compulsorily be brought on the
Trade Receivables e-Discounting System (TReDS). By joining this portal will enable entrepreneurs
to access credit from banks, based on their upcoming receivables. This will resolve their problems
of cash cycle.

2. Access to Markets
 The public sector companies have now been asked to compulsorily procure 25 percent, instead of
20 percent of their total purchases from MSMEs.
 Out of the 25 percent procurement mandated from MSMEs, 3 percent must now be reserved for
women entrepreneurs.
 All public sector undertakings of the Union Government must now compulsorily be a part of
Government e-market place (GeM).

3. Technology Upgradation:
 To ensure the technological upgradation 20 hubs will be formed across the country, and 100
spokes in the form of tool rooms will be established.

4. Ease of Doing Business:
 Clusters will be formed of pharma MSMEs, 70 percent cost of establishing these clusters will be
borne by the Union Government.

5. Social Security for MSME Sector Employees:
 A mission will be launched to ensure that the MSME sector employees have Jan Dhan, provident
fund and insurance accounts.
Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises(MSME)
In accordance with the provision of Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises Development (MSMED)
Act, 2006 the Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) are classified in two Classes:

8



Manufacturing Enterprises-The enterprises engaged in the manufacture or production of
goods pertaining to any industry specified in the first schedule to the industries (Development
and regulation) Act, 1951) or employing plant and machinery in the process of value addition
to the final product having a distinct name or character or use. The Manufacturing Enterprise
is defined in terms of investment in Plant & Machinery.



Service Enterprises:-The enterprises engaged in providing or rendering of services and
are defined in terms of investment in equipment.
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Facts:


The GDP share of all MSME’s is 37.5%



Their Export share is 40%



The MSME sector in India employs nearly 11 crore people through the operation of 5 crore
enterprises producing a heterogeneous basket of about 7,000 different products.



MSME Databank Portal launched: It will be a databank of MSMEs.



Online Finance Facilitation Web Portal launched: It will provide collective funding options for
MSMEs.



Japan – SMEs employ 70% of the wage earners and contribute 55% of the value added.



Thailand – SMEs employ 60.7% of the population while contributing 38% to the GDP.



China – SMEs contribute to over 68% of the exports – in the last 20 years created more SMEs
than the total number of SMEs in Europe and the US combined.

Significance:
•
•

•

As MSMEs are generally labour-intensive, they have the capability to create more jobs to
cater the needs to demographically young country like India.
They are also important for promotion of industrial development in rural areas, use of
traditional or inherited skill, use of local resources, mobilization of resources and exportability
of products.
Provides maximum opportunities for both self-employment and wage-employment outside
the agricultural sector.

Ministry of Food Processing Industries issues guidelines for
OPERATION GREENS

5

(Topic: Food processing industries, General Studies-III)

Context:


Ministry of Food Processing Industries (MoFPI) approved the operationalization strategy for Operation
Greens.

Operation Greens:


In the budget speech of 2018-19, a new Scheme “Operation Greens” was announced on the line of
“Operation Flood”, with an outlay of Rs.500 crore to promote Farmer Producers Organizations, agrologistics, processing facilities and professional management.

Objectives of “Operation Greens”:


Enhancing value realisation of Tomato, Onion and Potato (TOP) crop farmers by targeted interventions
to strengthen TOP production clusters and their FPOs, and linking/connecting them with the
market.



Price stabilisation for producers and consumers by proper production planning in the TOP clusters
and introduction of dual use varieties.



Reduction in post-harvest losses by creation of farm gate infrastructure, development of suitable
agro-logistics, and creation of appropriate storage capacity linking consumption centres.
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Increase in food processing capacities and value addition in TOP value chain with firm linkages with
production clusters.
Setting up of a market intelligence network to collect and collate real time data on demand and
supply and price of TOP crops.

The strategy:
 Short term Price Stabilisation Measures:
National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation Of India Ltd. (NAFED) will be the Nodal
Agency to implement price stabilisation measures. MoFPI will provide 50% of the subsidy on the
following two components:
 Transportation of Tomato Onion Potato (TOP) Crops from production to storage.
 Hiring of appropriate storage facilities for TOP Crops.

 Long Term Integrated value chain development projects:







Capacity Building of Farmer Producer Organization (FPOs) & their consortium.
Quality production
Post-harvest processing facilities
Agro-Logistics
Marketing / Consumption Points
Creation and Management of e-platform for demand and supply management of TOP Crops.

Operation Flood


Operation Flood launched in 1970, was a project under India’s National Dairy Development
Board (NDDB), which was the world’s biggest dairy development program.



It transformed India from a milk-deficient nation to the world’s largest milk producer, surpassing
the USA in 1998, with about 17 percent of global output in 2010–11. In 30 years it doubled
the milk availability per person, and made dairy farming India’s largest self-sustainable rural
employment generator.



It was launched to help farmers direct their own development, placing control of the resources
they create in their own hands. All this was achieved not merely by mass production, but by
production by the masses; the process has been called the white revolution.



The Anand pattern experiment at Amul, a single, cooperative dairy, was the engine behind the
success of the program.



Verghese Kurien, the chairman and founder of Amul was the main force behind this revolution.
Kurien gave the necessary thrust using his professional management skills to the program, and
is recognized as Milk Man of India.

A memorandum of understanding (MoU) Signed between WAPCOS
and Doppelmayr for End-To-End Solutions for Passenger Ropeway
Projects

6

(Topic: Infrastructure, General Studies-III)

Context:


10

Ropeways, cable cars, funicular railways can be very useful means of transport for hilly and difficult
terrains and as last mile connectivity options in congested cities. There is need to cut down congestion
and resultant pollution in cities.
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About the MoU:


WAPCOS is a leading engineering consultancy organisation of the Government of India, which has
grown into an Indian multinational with projects in over 45 countries across the world.



Doppelmayr, Austria is the world’s largest ropeway manufacturers with cutting-edge ropeway
technologies. It has set up more than 15,000 ropeway installations across the world.



The MoU includes the entire gamut of preparing feasibility studies, detailed project reports,
construction, equipment supply, operation and maintenance, etc. It will enable development of
ropeway projects in various states using globally accepted standards for passenger safety and
reliability.



These projects will not only reduce traffic congestion and pollution, but will also contribute towards
development of tourism destinations and provide impetus to employment generation in the
country.



Cable cars and ropeways have already proven to be successful in Bolivia, Vietnam, Switzerland and
many other countries.



The government is exploring the use of new kinds of vehicles like hybrid aero boats that combine
land, water and aviation technology and can run on land, water and air at speeds greater than 80 km
per hour.

Ropeway


A ropeway is a form of naval lifting device used to transport light stores and equipment
across rivers or ravines.



It comprises a jackstay, slung between two sheers or gyns, one at either end, from which is
suspended a block and tackle, that is free to travel along the rope and hauled back and forth
by inhauls (ropes attached to the pulley from which the block and tackle are suspended).It is a
very useful method of transportation for very short distance.
Funicular (Cable) Railway



A funicular, also known as a funicular railway, incline, inclined railway, inclined plane, or cliff
railway, is a cable railway in which a cable attached to a pair of tram-like vehicles on rails moves
them up and down on a steep slope; the ascending and descending vehicles counterbalance
each other.

India elected as a Member of International Telecommunications
Union (ITU) Council for another 4-year term (2019-2022)

7

(Topic: Infrastructure, General Studies-III)

Context:


India has been elected as a Member of the International Telecommunications Union (ITU) Council
for another 4-year term (2019-2022). The elections to the Council were held during the ongoing ITU
Plenipotentiary Conference 2018 at Dubai, UAE.

About India-ITU:


By securing 165 votes, India ranked third among the 13 countries elected to the Council from the
Asia-Australasia region, and eighth among the 48 countries elected to the Council globally.



Although India joined ITU in 1869 but it became a regular member of the ITU Council in 1952. Since
then it has been playing an important role in harmonizing the contributions of member States from
the region.
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India shares the dream and vision of ITU to realize the world as one nation and knowledge society.



India’s partnership with the ITU is also demonstrated in the recent ITU decision to set up the ITU
South Asia Area Office and Technology Innovation Centre in New Delhi.

International Telecommunication Union (ITU)


ITU, based in Geneva, Switzerland, is a specialized agency of the United Nations (UN) that is
responsible for issues that concern information and communication technologies.



The ITU coordinates the shared global use of the radio spectrum, promotes international cooperation
in assigning satellite orbits, works to improve telecommunication infrastructure in the developing
world, and assists in the development and coordination of worldwide technical standards.



The ITU is active in areas including broadband Internet, latest-generation wireless technologies,
aeronautical and maritime navigation, radio astronomy, satellite-based meteorology, convergence in
fixed-mobile phone, Internet access, data, voice, TV broadcasting, and next-generation networks.



Its membership includes 193 Member States and around 800 public and private sector companies,
and academic institutions as well as international and regional telecommunication entities, known
as Sector Members and Associates, which undertake most of the work of each Sector.

Prime Minister dedicated to the nation the Multi Modal Terminal
(MMT) on River Ganga at Varanasi

8

(Topic: Infrastructure, General Studies-III)

Context:


This is the first of the three Multi Modal Terminals and two Inter Modal Terminals being constructed
on the river.

About:


The MMTs are being built as part of the Government’s Jal Marg Vikas project that aims to develop
the stretch of River Ganga between Varanasi to Haldia for navigation of large vessels upto1500-2000
tonnes weight, by maintaining a drought of 2-3 metres in this stretch of the river and setting up other
systems required for safe navigation.



The objective is to promote inland waterways as a cheaper and more environment friendly means
of transport, especially for cargo movement. Inland Waterways Authority of India (IWAI) is the
implementing agency of this project.

Salient features of Varanasi Mutli-Modal Terminal (MMT):


Jetty: Length 200 m x Width 42 m with berthing and mooring facility



02 Mobile Harbour Cranes



Approach Road



Internal Road



Stone Pitching Works and bank protection



Shell structure of ancillary buildings, worker amenity building ready
Jal Marg Vikas Project (JMVP)



12

It is a National Waterways development project announced during the budget 2015-16 by the
Government of India for national integration and to make the most of navigational challenges to
bring prosperity to the country.
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It is a non- water consumptive transport project formulated with the aim of reducing rail & road
congestion, reducing the carbon footprint and minimal resource depletion. Inland Waterways
Authority of India (IWAI) – the apex statutory body created in 1986 for the development and
regulation of inland waterways has been designated as the Project Implementing Agency by the
ministry of shipping.



A vital element of the JMVP is strategic communication campaigns aimed at securing citizen
participation, particularly the communities living along the project corridor.



The project aims at improving the institutional development and investment climate in India.
Integrating the vast network of perennial rivers in India with modern technology would create
huge employment opportunities and facilitate trade.



The phase-1 of JMVP between Varanasi and Haldia is being implemented with technical and
financial assistance from the World Bank. It envisions, developing a navigable channel on the River
Ganga, between Allahabad and Haldia (1620 Kms).

Cabinet apprised of India joining as Member of Advanced Motor
Fuels Technology Collaboration Programme under International
Energy Agency

9

(Topic: Energy, General Studies-III)

Context:


India joined Advanced Motor Fuels Technology Collaboration Programme (AMF TCP) under
International Energy Agency (IEA) on 9thMay, 2018.



AMF TCP works under the framework of International Energy Agency (IEA) to which India has
“Association” status since 30thMarch, 2017.

Details:


The primary goal of joining AMF TCP by Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas (MoP&NG) is to
facilitate the market introduction of Advanced Motor fuels/ Alternate fuels with an aim to bring down
emissions and achieve higher fuel efficiency in transport sector.



AMF TCP also provides an opportunity for fuel analysis, identifying new/ alternate fuels for deployment
in transport sector and allied R&D activities for reduction in emissions in fuel intensive sectors.



The R&D work in AMF TCP is carried out within individual projects called “Annex”. Over the years,
more than 50 Annexes have been initiated in AMF TCP and a number of fuels have been covered in
previous Annexes such as reformulated fuels (gasoline & diesel), biofuels (ethanol, biodiesel etc.),
synthetic fuels (methanol, Fischer- Tropsch, DME etc.) and gaseous fuels.



Association with AMF will help MoP&NG in identifying advanced biofuels suitable for deployment in
transport sector in near future. In such cases, experience of member countries in deploying advanced
biofuels will be an additional benefit for MoP&NG.



The benefits of participation in AMF TCP are shared costs and pooled technical resources. The
duplication of efforts is avoided and national Research and Development capabilities are strengthened.
There is an information exchange about best practices, network of researchers and linking research
with practical implementation.



After becoming member, India will initiate R&D in other areas of its interest in advanced biofuels and
other motor fuels in view of their crucial role in substituting fossil fuel imports.
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Advanced Motor Fuels Technology Collaboration Programme (AMF TCP)


It is one of the International Energy Agency’s (IEA) transportation related Technology Collaboration
Programme.



Technology Collaboration Programmes (TCPs) are multilateral technology initiatives that encourage
technology-related activities that support energy security, economic growth and environmental
protection.



AMF provides an international platform for co-operation to promote cleaner and more energy
efficient fuels and vehicle technologies.

10

Union Minister for Commerce and Industry and Civil Aviation
led the delegation for RCEP meet in Singapore

(Topic: International Relation, General Studies-II)

Context:


The meeting of trade Ministers of RCEP member countries took place in Singapore on November
12-13, 2018.

About the meeting:






Meeting decided to continue all efforts towards meeting the targets set. The chief negotiators had
recently concluded the 24th round of meeting in Auckland, New Zealand.
India is pushing for liberalizing norms to promote services trade as the sector accounts for about 55
% of India’s GDP. India is looking for a balance trade agreement as it would cover 40% of the global
GDP and over 42% of world’s population.
India already has a free trade agreement with Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), Japan
and South Korea and it is negotiating similar pacts with Australia and New Zealand.
The ministerial meeting was followed by the 2nd RCEP Leaders Summit on 14th November, 2018, in
Singapore.

Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP)


It is a pact that aims to cover goods, services, investments, economic and technical cooperation,
competition and intellectual property rights.



The RCEP members include 10 ASEAN members – Brunei Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar,
Singapore, Thailand, the Philippines, Laos and Vietnam and their 6 free trade agreement partners –
India, China, Japan, South Korea, Australia and New Zealand.

11

Bilateral Exercise between Indian & Republic of Singapore
Navies – SIMBEX 18 - marks Silver Jubilee this Year

(Topic: Defence, General Studies-III)

Context:


14

The 25th edition of SIMBEX, an acronym for “Singapore-India Maritime Bilateral Exercise” was held in
Andaman Sea and Bay of Bengal
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About:
To mark the silver Jubilee of SIMBEX both navies undertook exercises over an extended geography.
 Both the countries have been conducting joint naval exercises and training since 1993 near
Andaman and Nicobar Islands and also expanded their cooperation in fighting terrorism.
 In the recent years, modest endeavour to exchange best practices in the field of Anti-Submarine
Warfare (ASW) has evolved into a complex high stakes exercise in terms of time, and type of
platforms involved.
 The 25th edition witnessed a diverse range of exercises at sea ranging from live weapon drills
including multiple missile firings, Heavy Weight Torpedo (HWT) and Medium Range Gun/ Antisubmarine Rocket firings among others.
 The number of missiles and torpedo firings being undertaken are in fact unprecedented and
perhaps the largest the Indian Navy has undertaken with any foreign Navy till date, indicative of
the growing trust and operational comfort between the two navies.
 Over the years the two navies have increased their interoperability to a level that could be matched
by few other navies.
MILAN- It’s a multilateral biennial naval exercise. First held in 1995 with the participation of five countries.
Ten countries participated in Milan-2018 which was also held in Andaman Sea and Bay of Bengal.

India–Singapore relations:


When India announced its Look East policy in 1992, Singapore positioned itself as India’s de facto
regional sponsor. Complementing India’s ‘Act-East’ policy, there have been a number of agreements
and high level visits in the recent past between the two countries. Indo-Singapore bilateral relations
have been on an upswing in the recent past.



Both nations have maintained high-level diplomatic relations ever since Singapore’s independence
(24 August 1965).



Both countries have signed the Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA) and
strategic-relationship agreement in order to increase trade, investments and economic cooperation,
and expanded bilateral cooperation on maritime security, training forces, joint naval exercises,
developing military technology and fighting terrorism.



In November 2015, the robust relationship between the two countries was elevated to ‘Strategic
Partnership’.



Singapore is the 8th largest source of investment in India and the largest amongst ASEAN member
nations. Singapore accounts for 38% of India’s trade with ASEAN member nations and 3.4% of its
total foreign trade.



India’s main exports to Singapore in 2005 included petroleum, gemstones, jewellery, machinery and
its imports from Singapore included electronic goods, organic chemicals and metals. More than half
of Singapore’s exports to India are “re-exports” – items that had been imported from India.

12

Digital Transactions Registered Tremendous Growth

(Topic: e-governance, General Studies-III)

Context:


Over the past two years, digital payment transactions have registered tremendous growth in India.



The number of digital payment transactions in the month of Oct, 2016 was 79.67 Cr. has increased by
207% to 244.81 Cr in Aug, 2018.

Reasons for Increase:


New payment modes – Bharat Interface for Money-Unified Payments Interface (BHIM-UPI), Aadhaar
enabled Payment System (AePS) and National Electronic Toll Collection (NETC) – have transformed
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digital payment ecosystem by increasing Person to Person (P2P) as well as Person to Merchant (P2M)
payments.


With exponential growth, new payment modes have also emerged as a convenient alternative to
existing payment modes like debit cards, credit cards, innovative real time payment service (IMPS)
and Prepaid Payment Instrument Issuers ( PPI).



For the first time, the number of monthly transactions under BHIM-UPI during Sept 2018 surpassed
those of any other existing payment mode.

Bharat Interface for Money (BHIM)


It is a mobile app developed by National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI), based on the Unified
Payment Interface (UPI).



It was launched by Prime Minister at Digi Dhan mela in New Delhi on 30 December 2016. It is named
after B. R. Ambedkar and is intended to facilitate e-payments directly through banks as part of
the 2016 Indian banknote demonetisation and drive towards cashless transactions.



The app supports all Indian banks which use that platform, which is built over the Immediate Payment
Service infrastructure and allows the user to instantly transfer money between bank accounts of any
two parties. It can be used on all mobile devices.

Government Initiatives in IT Sector


Digital India Program: It ensures that government services are available to citizens electronically.
It would also bring in public accountability through mandated delivery of government’s services
electronically.



Digital Locker System: Aims to minimize the usage of physical documents and enable sharing of
e-documents across agencies. The sharing of the e-documents will be done through registered
repositories thereby ensuring the authenticity of the documents online.



MyGov.in: It has been launched as a platform for citizen engagement in governance, through a
“Discuss”, “Do” and “Disseminate” approach. The mobile App for MyGov would bring these features
to users on a mobile phone.



Meghraj Initiative: It will enable the government to leverage cloud computing for effective delivery
of e-services.



Bharat Net: It is a high speed digital highway to connect all 2.5 lakh Gram Panchayats of country.
This would be the world’s largest rural broadband connectivity project using optical fibre.

Other initiatives include Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM) Mobile app, eSign framework , Online
Registration System (ORS), National Scholarships Portal , Digitize India Platform (DIP) , Next
Generation Network (NGN, . e-Kranti,etc.
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Global Cooling Innovation Summit inaugurated in New Delhi

(Topic: Environment, General Studies-III)

Context:


The Summit is a first-of-its-kind solutions-focused event that will bring together leaders from around
the world to explore concrete means and pathways to address the climate threat that comes from the
growing demand from room air conditioners.
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About:


The event was jointly organized by the Department of Science and Technology, Government of India,
along with Rocky Mountain Institute, Alliance for An Energy Efficient Economy (AEEE), Conservation
X Labs and CEPT University.



The summit also witnessed launching of “Global Cooling Prize”— Mission Innovation challenge that
aims to spur development of a residential cooling solution that has at least five times (5x) less climate
impact than today’s standard.



Global Cooling Prize is a competition with global reach and participation to achieve dramatic
breakthroughs in cooling technologies.



The objective of this competition is to develop a cooling technology that requires radically less energy
to operate, utilizes refrigerants with no ozone depletion potential and with low global warming
potential, and has the potential to be cost-effective at scale.



This awards programme calls for world-wide attention to the most promising ideas across the
globe. This award celebrates successes and facilitates endeavours of innovators through providing
recognition, encouragement and support.



The award will also be able to build a collaborative platform that can utilize the potential of researchers
so that public research contributes towards fostering innovation and create impact which is of social
and economic good.



This recognition not only recognises the eminent contributions to clean energy research development
and demonstration, but also motivates younger researchers to focus on innovations needed in clean
energy domain to make world a better place to live.

Ozone Depletion


Ozone depletion, gradual thinning of Earth’s ozone layer in the upper atmosphere caused by
the release of chemical compounds containing gaseous chlorine or bromine from industry and
other human activities. The thinning is most pronounced in the Polar Regions, especially
over Antarctica.



The main cause of ozone depletion and the ozone hole is manufactured chemicals, especially
manufactured halocarbon refrigerants, solvents, propellants and foam-blowing
agents (chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), HCFCs, halons), referred to as ozone-depleting
substances (ODS).



These compounds are transported into the stratosphere by the winds after being emitted from the
surface. Once in the stratosphere, they release halogen atoms through photo dissociation,
which catalyze the breakdown of ozone (O3) into oxygen (O2). Both types of ozone depletion
were observed to increase as emissions of halocarbons increased.



Ozone depletion is a major environmental problem because it increases the amount of ultraviolet
(UV) radiation that reaches Earth’s surface, which increases the rate of skin cancer, eye cataracts,
and genetic and immune system damage.



The Montreal Protocol, ratified in 1987, was the first of several comprehensive international
agreements enacted to halt the production and use of ozone-depleting chemicals. As a result of
continued international cooperation on this issue, the ozone layer is expected to recover over time.
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Global ICT Challenge for Youth with Disabilities 2018

(Topic: e-governance, General Studies-III)

Context:


The objective of the event is to leverage IT skills among youth with disabilities and also to spread
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awareness about the application of Information and Computer Technology (ICT) in enhancing the
quality of life of persons with disabilities especially in Asia-Pacific region.

About:


The Global ICT Challenge for Youth with Disabilities is a capacity building project that helps youth with
disabilities to overcome their limitations and challenge themselves for a better future by providing
them with access to ICT and related experiences.



It also focuses on improving their ability to leverage information and social participation while setting
ICT agendas for participant countries related to disabilities and boosting international cooperation
and exchange.



Around 100 youth with disabilities (visual disability, hearing disability, locomotor disability and
intellectual disability/developmental disorder) from 18 countries participated in this event.



India nominated twelve youth with disabilities to participate in the event. Those were selected on
the basis of the National IT Challenge conducted by the Ministry through NIT Kurukshetra in June,
2018.



India has been participating in the event since 2013 and has been winning awards ever since. Last
event was held in Vietnam.



The competition is focused on strategies for strengthening IT skills of youth with disabilities as a
critical requirement for enhancing their access to information and communication services on an
equal basis with others.

15

Power Minister inaugurated INSPIRE 2018

(Topic: Environment, General Studies-III)

Context:


This was the second edition of INSPIRE organised by Energy Efficiency Services Limited (EESL) and World
Bank. The three-day symposium focussed on enhancing grid management, e-Mobility, financial
instruments and technologies for energy efficiency in India.

About:

18



Innovations in the field of energy efficiency are critical to meet our GHG (greenhouse gases) emission
targets and the Government has taken several initiatives in this regard.



INSPIRE 2018 has been organised in collaboration with the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE), The
Energy & Resources Institute (TERI), Asian Development Bank (ADB), the United Nations Environment
Program (UNEP), and the Administrative Staff College of India (ASCI).



The event brings together policy-makers, influencers, innovators, thought leaders, researchers,
leading energy-efficient companies, government agencies, business leaders and other stakeholders
to deliberate on key energy policies, market transformation strategies, and sustainable business
models that will help leverage the full potential of energy efficiency and bring its multiple co-benefits
to the fore.



Awards were also given to four path breaking innovations in clean energy and energy efficiency as
part of #InnovateToINSPIRE, a first-of-its-kind energy innovation challenge.



The #InnovateToINSPIRE challenge was organized by EESL and World resources Institute (WRI). The
challenge invited participants to submit sustainable and scalable solutions to seven specific challenges
spanning grid management, e-Mobility, energy efficient technologies and financial instruments.
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Energy Efficiency Services Limited (EESL)
It is an energy service company (ESCO) of the Government of India and is the world’s largest
public ESCO. It is 100% government owned, a joint venture of state-owned NTPC Limited, Power
Finance Corporation, Rural Electrification Corporation and POWERGRID.
EESL was formed under India’s Ministry of Power to facilitate energy efficiency projects. Innovative
business and implementation models can significantly reduce consumption and costs.
EESL also acts as the resource centre for capacity building of state electricity distribution
companies, electricity regulatory commissions (ERCs), state-designated agencies (SDAs), upcoming
ESCOs, financial institutions, etc.

Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE)
It was created in March 2002 under the provisions of the nation’s 2001 Energy Conservation Act. It
comes under the Ministry of Power.


The agency’s function is to develop programs which will increase the conservation and efficient
use of energy in India.



The mission of Bureau of Energy Efficiency is to “institutionalise” energy efficiency services, enable
delivery mechanisms and provide leadership to energy efficiency in all sectors of the country.

The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI)
It is a research institute based in New Delhi that conducts research work in the fields of energy,
environment and sustainable development. Established in 1974, it was formerly known as Tata Energy
and Research Institute.
It was renamed as The Energy and Resources Institute in 2003.
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INS Rana at Surabaya participated in Indian Navy – Indonesian
Navy Bilateral Exercise ‘Samudra Shakti’

(Topic: Defence, General Studies-III)

Context:


INS Rana (of the Eastern Fleet based at Visakhapatnam under the Eastern Naval Command) is on
deployment to the South East Asia and arrived at the port of Surabaya (Indonesia) to participate in
the inaugural edition of Indian Navy – Indonesian Navy Bilateral Exercise ‘Samudra Shakti’.

About:


The aim of the exercise was to strengthen bilateral relations, expand maritime co-operation, enhance
interoperability and exchange best practices.



The exercise started with a Harbour Phase scheduled from 12 to 15 Nov encompassing planning and
briefing on various activities, professional interactions, cross deck visits, sports fixtures and social
interactions.

This was progress to a Sea Phase from 16 to 18 Nov and included operations such as Joint Manoeuvres,
Helicopter Operations, Surface Warfare exercise, ASW exercise and anti-piracy exercises.


The visit of the ship aimed to promote India’s solidarity with Indonesia towards ensuring good order
in the maritime domain and to strengthen existing bonds between the navies of the two nations.
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The strategic partnership between the two nations was elevated to ‘Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership’ during the visit of Honourable Prime Minister of India in May 18 and Defence cooperation has been a significant pillar in this partnership.

Strategic Partnership


It is a long-term interaction between two countries based on political, economic, social and
historical factors. Such a partnership manifests itself in a variety of relationships.



Under it some countries have a dominant political element, while others have a prominent economic
dimension. In some cases, the security dimension may be the most important.



At the level of international relations, geopolitics is a method of studying foreign policy to
understand, explain and predict international political behaviour through geographical variables.
These include area studies, climate, topography, demography, natural resources, and applied
science of the region being evaluated.



Geopolitics focuses on political power linked to geographic space. In particular, territorial waters
and land territory in correlation with diplomatic history.
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INDO-Russian joint exercise INDRA 2018

(Topic: Defence, General Studies-III)

Context:


INDRA 2018-joint military exercise between Indian and Russia on combating insurgency under the
aegis of United Nations (UN) was conducted at Babina Field Firing Ranges, Babina Military Station
on18 November 2018.

About:


Company sized contingents of the 5thArmy of the Russian Federation and a Mechanised Infantry
Battalion of Republic of India participated in the training exercise spanning for eleven days including
induction and de-induction of the Russian contingent.



The aim of the exercise is to practice joint planning and conduct to enhance interoperability of the
two Armies in the peace keeping/ enforcement environment under the aegis of the UN.



It focuses upon training on enhancing team building, special tactical level operations such as Cordon
and Search, house intervention, handling and neutralisation of Improvised Explosive Devices and
integrated employment of force multipliers.



The primary focus of the tactical field exercise is to share best practices amongst the militaries and
hone existing skills of the troops in the backdrop of interoperability between the two Armies in
the peace keeping/ enforcement environment. The topics chosen for the exercise are both live and
contemporary affecting both the nation alike.



The tenth exercise in the series of Exercise INDRA was aimed at sending a strong message to the
world with intent of appreciation of interoperability between Indian and Russian Armies for joint
tactical level operations in the peace keeping / enforcement environment under the aegis of UN.
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MNRE circulates draft Indian Wind Turbine Certification Scheme
(IWTCS)

18

(Topic: Renewable Energy, General Studies-III)

Context:
Ministry of New and Renewable Energy, in consultation with National Institute of Wind Energy
Chennai, has prepared a draft of new Scheme called Indian Wind Turbine Certification Scheme
(IWTCS) incorporating various guidelines of Turbine Certification Scheme (IWTCS).



About:


The IWTCS is a consolidation of relevant National and International Standards, Technical Regulations
and requirements issued by Central Electricity Authority (CEA), guidelines issued by MNRE and other
international guidelines.



It has also strived to incorporate various best practices from other countries to ensure the quality of
the wind energy projects.



The draft Scheme enlists the guidelines for the benefit of all the stakeholders from concept to lifetime
of wind turbine, including Indian Type Approved Model (ITAM), Indian Type Certification Scheme
(ITCS), Wind Farm Project Certification Scheme (WFPCS) and Wind Turbine Safety & Performance
Certification Scheme (WTSPCS).

The IWTCS is envisaged to assist and facilitate the following stakeholders;
 Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs)
 End Users -Utilities, SNAs, Developers, IPPs, Owners, Authorities, Investors and Insurers
 Certification Bodies
 Testing Laboratories

Renewable energy in India


India is one of the countries with the largest production of energy from renewable sources.



In the electricity sector, renewable energy (excluding large hydro) accounted for 20% of the total
installed power capacity (71.325 GW) as of 30 June 2018. Large hydro installed capacity was 45.29
GW as of 31 March 2018, contributing to 13% of the total power capacity.



Wind power capacity was 34,046 MW as of 31 March 2018, making India the fourth-largest wind
power producer in the world. The country has a strong manufacturing base in wind power.



The government target of installing 20 GW of solar power by 2022 was achieved four years ahead
of schedule in January 2018, through both solar parks as well as roof-top solar panels. India has
set a new target of achieving 100 GW of solar power by 2022.



Four of the top seven largest solar parks worldwide are in India including the second largest solar
park in the world at Kurnool, Andhra Pradesh, with a capacity of 1000 MW. The world's largest
solar power plant, Bhadla solar park is being constructed in Rajasthan with a capacity of 2255 MW
and is expected to be completed by the end of 2018.



Biomass power from biomass combustion, biomass gasification and bagasse co-generation
reached 8.3 GW installed capacity as of 31 March 2018.Family type biogas plants reached 3.98
million.



India set a target of achieving 40% of its total electricity generation from non-fossil fuel sources
by 2030, as stated in its Intended Nationally Determined Contributions statement in the Paris
Agreement.
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India GSLV MkIII-D2 successfully launches GSAT-29

(Topic: Science and Technology, General Studies-III)

Context:


India’s GSAT-29 communication satellite was successfully launched by the second developmental
flight of Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle MarkIII (GSLV MkIII-D2) from the Satish Dhawan
Space Centre (SDSC) SHAR, Sriharikota.

Features of GSAT-29:


With a mission life of 10 years, GSAT-29 is the 33rd communication satellite built by ISRO.GSAT-29 is
a multi-beam, multiband communication satellite.



Its payloads are designed to mainly focus on connectivity to the users in the hilly and geographically
inaccessible areas.



Weighing 3,423 kg at lift-off, GSAT-29 is the heaviest satellite to be launched from India.



It will be placed in a geostationary transfer orbit. At its closest point it will be 190 km above the Earth,
and at its farthest it will be close to 36,000 km above the Earth. Subsequently it will be manoeuvred
into a geostationary orbit, its final destination. Once placed, the satellite’s solar panels and antennae
will unfold and work will begin.



For the first time, an optical communication payload will be utilised for data transmission at a very
high rate.

GSLV MK III


The Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle Mark III is a three-stage heavy lift launch vehicle,
weighing 640 tonnes. The first stage has two boosters with solid propellant, and the second is the
core with liquid propellant. The cryogenic engine forms the final stage.



The GSLV Mk III is the heaviest launch vehicle made in India.

Significance:


The GSLV-GSAT launch enhances India’s capacity to meet its communication needs. Both launcher
and satellite has certain characteristics that make them unique. The launcher can carry payloads up to
4 tonnes to the geosynchronous transfer orbit and up to 10 tonnes to a low-earth orbit. The launch
shows that ISRO has developed the capability to lift four-tonne payloads using its new GSLV Mark
-III rocket.



The GSLV-III is also likely to be used in the Chandrayaan-II mission in the early months of 2019.



GSLV MK III - The first successful experimental flight of the GSLV Mk III was in 2014 when it carried a
dummy crew module as a payload.
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Bilateral Exercise between Indian & Republic of Singapore
Navies – SIMBEX 18 - marks Silver Jubilee this Year

(Topic: Agriculture, General Studies-III)

Context:
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NEDAC is a unique organization encompassing mix of Government and non Government organizations
created by FAO for synergizing policies and programmes of government and cooperative institutions
at country level.
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NEDAC:


It was set up in 1991 by the United Nations’ Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), the International
Cooperative Alliance (ICA) and the International Labour Organisation (ILO).



NEDAC sensitises Governments on the role of agricultural cooperatives in promoting agricultural
and rural development to ensure rural food and livelihood security for millions of people in Asia and
Pacific.



Cooperatives have exhibited better form of success stories to enhance production and better returns
to produce from market through collective action.

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)


It is a specialized agency of the United Nations that leads international efforts to defeat hunger.



FAO is also a source of knowledge and information, and helps developing countries in transition
modernize and improve agriculture, forestry and fisheries practices, ensuring good nutrition and food
security for all.



The FAO has 197 member states, including the European Union (a “member organization”), Niue and The
Cook Islands (States in free-association with New Zealand), and the Faroe Islands and Tokelau,
which are associate members.
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NITI Aayog Constitutes Himalayan State Regional Council

(Topic: Environment, General Studies-III)

Context:


NITI Aayog has constituted the ‘Himalayan State Regional Council’ to ensure sustainable development
of the Indian Himalayan region.

About:


Five Working Groups were constituted by NITI Aayog on June 2, 2017 to recognize the uniqueness of
the Himalayas and the challenges for sustainable development.These Working Groups were tasked
with preparing a roadmap for action across five thematic areas namely:
 Inventory and Revival of Springs in Himalayas for Water Security,
 Sustainable Tourism in Indian Himalayan Region,
 Shifting Cultivation: Towards Transformation Approach,
 Strengthening Skill & Entrepreneurship (E&S) Landscape in Himalayas, and
 Data/Information for Informed Decision Making.



The Himalayan State Regional Council will be chaired by the Dr VK Saraswat, Member, NITI Aayog and
will consist of the Chief Secretaries of the Himalayan States as well as the Secretaries of key Central
Ministries, senior officers of NITI Aayog as well as special invitees.



The Himalayan States Regional Council will be the nodal agency for the Sustainable development
in the Himalayan Region which consists of the twelve States namely Jammu &Kashmir, Uttarakhand,
Himachal Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim, Tripura, two
districts of Assam namely Dima Hasao and Karbi Anglong and Darjeeling and Kalimpong in West
Bengal.
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National Mission for Sustaining the Himalayan Ecosystem (NMSHE)


It is one of the eight missions under the National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC).



NMSHE is a multi-pronged, cross-cutting mission across various sectors. It contributes to the
sustainable development of the country by enhancing the understanding of climate change, its
likely impacts and adaptation actions required for the Himalayas- a region on which a significant
proportion of India’s population depends for sustenance.



NMSHE seeks to facilitate formulation of appropriate policy measures and time-bound action
programmes to sustain ecological resilience and ensure the continued provisions of key ecosystem
services in the Himalayas.



NMSHE intends to evolve suitable management and policy measures for sustaining and
safeguarding the Himalayan ecosystem along with developing capacities at the national level to
continuously assess its health status.



Recognizing the importance of scientific and technological inputs required for sustaining the
fragile Himalayan Ecosystem, the Ministry of Science and Technology has been given the nodal
responsibility of coordinating this mission. However, the mission involves valuable cooperation.

**********

24

GS SCORE

