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‘Institution’s Innovation Council (IIC)’Program

Context:


Union HRD Minister launched ‘Institution’s Innovation Council (IIC)’Program of MHRD’s Innovation
Cell.



It is a significant step in institutionalising innovation and developing a scientific temperament in the
country.

About:


The purpose of formation of network of Institution’s Innovation Councils (IICs) is to encourage, inspire
and nurture young students by exposing them to new ideas and processes resulting in innovative
activities in their formative years.



More than 1000 Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) have already formed IICs in their campuses and
enrolled for the IIC network managed by MHRD’s Innovation cell to promote innovation through
multitudinous modes leading to an innovation promotion eco-system in their campuses.



The educational advancement in higher education can only be achieved by encouraging best
practices in innovation and advance research and Innovation Cell has undertaken many initiatives
in this direction such as implementing programs like Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation
Achievement (ARIIA), Smart India Hackathon (SIH)- 2019, etc.

Higher Education Commission of India (Repeal of University Grants Commission Act)
Bill 2018:
! Higher Education Commission of India (Repeal of University Grants Commission Act) Bill 2018
seeks to repeal UGC Act and provides for setting up of Higher Education Commission of India.
! HECI has been envisioned as a body to solely focus of educational quality.
! The focus of HECI will be on improving academic standards and the quality of Higher
Education.
! It was recommended by The T.S.R. Subramanian committee which was entrusted with preparing
a new education policy for India.

Past Committees in Education:
! Radhakrishnan commission (1948-49): The commission dealt with the expansion and
improvement of higher education.
! Mudaliyar commission (1952): The commission dealt with secondary education.
! Kothari commission (1964-66):A comprehensive Education Policy of 1968 policy was formulated
by the government based on the report of the commission, was formulated. The commission’s
mandate was to advise the government for the development of education at all stage and in all
aspects.
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World Toilet Day

Context:


4

Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen)celebrated the World Toilet Day on 19 November withmass
awareness and mobilization activities across States and districts.
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About:


The focus was on usage of toilets, which is closely linked to the Prime Minister’s call for a Swachh
Bharat by October 2019.



The objective was to engage with communities and reaffirm the national resolve to sustain the
Sanitation achievement.



The central part of the day’s celebrations was theSwachh Bharat World Toilet Day Contest 2018
among all districts by organizing grassroots activities involving district, block and panchayat level
teams, swachhagrahis and swachhata champions.



States and districts are working on a competitive mode since 9th November with a range of innovative
activities centred around Toilets and Swachhata creating unprecedented momentum in the country.



Since the inception of the Swachh Bharat Mission, the rural sanitation coverage of India has increased
significantly, from 39% in October 2014 to over 96% in 2019.



Over 8.8 crore household toilets have been built by rural Indians. As a result, 25 States/Union Territories,
530 districts, and over 5.2 lakh villages have declared themselves free from open defecation.



The number of people practicing open defecation in rural India has gone down from 550 million in
2014, to less than 100 million today through the progress made under the Swachh Bharat Mission.



In recognition to the work done by the Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen), the Ministry of Drinking
Water and Sanitation, has received a Lifetime Achievement Award at the World Toilet Summit in
Mumbai.

Background:


The world is not on track to reach Sustainable Development Goals (SDG 6: to ensure availability and
sustainable management of sanitation and water for all by 2030).



Today, 4.5 billion people live without safely managed sanitation and 892 million people still practise
open defecation.



The impact of exposure to human faeces on this scale has a devastating impact upon public health,
living conditions, nutrition, education and economic productivity across the world.



SDG 6 aims to ensure that everyone has a safe toilet and that no-one practises open defecation by
2030. Failure to achieve this goal risks the entire Agenda for Sustainable Development

World Toilet Day (WTD)
World Toilet Day was established by the World Toilet Organization in 2001. The UN General
Assembly declared World Toilet Day an official UN day in 2013.
UN-Water is the official convener of World Toilet Day. UN-Water maintains the official World
Toilet Day website and chooses a special theme for each year. World Toilet Day is marked by
communications campaigns and other activities. Events are planned by UN entities, international
organizations, local civil society organizations and volunteers to raise awareness and inspire
action.
World Toilet Organization (WTO)
! It is a global non-profit organization committed to improving toilet and sanitation conditions
worldwide.
! It was founded in 2001with 15 members and has now grown to 151 member organizations
in 53 countries. All these members work towards eliminating the toilet taboo and delivering
sustainable sanitation solutions worldwide. Furthermore, the WTO is also the organizer of the
World Toilet Summit, the Urgent Run and initiated the United Nations World Toilet Day.

World Toilet Summit
! By bringing together governments, international institutions, private sector and NGOs, the
World Toilet Summit aims to empower delegates, expertise and resources in scaling up impact
and innovation in the sanitation sector.
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Sulabh International
! It is social service organization that works to promote human rights, environmental sanitation,nonconventional sources of energy, waste management and social reforms through education. It is
largest non-profit organization in India. It was founded by social activists Bindeshwar Pathak in
1970.

3

Report on evaluation of suo-motu disclosures by Public
Authorities

Context:


Chief Information Commission accepts Committee report on evaluation of suo-motu disclosures by
Public Authorities.



The evaluation was conducted by a Committee comprising of Shri A.N. Tiwari, former Chief Information
Commissioner and Shri M.M. Ansari, former Information Commissioner.

About:


The Central Information Commission has undertaken an evaluation to ascertain the quality of suomotu disclosures U/s 4 of RTI Act made by various Public Authorities.



The Committee evolved an evaluation format and requested all Public Authorities to fill it up. Out
of 2092 Public Authorities registered with the Commission, feedback was received from 838 Public
Authorities.



This evaluation has been done entirely based on feedback provided by these Public Authorities. It
has been found that out of 838 Public authorities 158 Public authorities got Grade A, 157 Public
Authorities got Grade B, 118 Public Authorities got Grade C, 133 Public Authorities got Grade D and
272 Public Authorities got Grade E.



The report has been accepted by the Central Information Commission, subject to any observations
that may now be received by the Commission from the Public Authorities.



The Central Information Commission has uploaded the report on its website

Central Information Commission (CIC)
! It was set up under the Right to Information Act is the authorised body, established in 2005,
under the Government of India to act upon complaints from those individuals who have not
been able to submit information requests to a Central Public Information Officer or State Public
Information Officer due to either the officer not have been appointed, or because the respective
Central Assistant Public Information Officer or State Assistant Public Information Officer refused
to receive the application for information under the RTI Act.
! The Commission includes 1 Chief Information Commissioner (CIC) and not more than 10
Information Commissioners (IC) who are appointed by the President of India. The first Chief
Information Commissioner of India was Wajahat Habibullah.
! CIC and members are appointed by the President of India on the recommendation of a committee
consisting of—Prime Minister as Chairperson, the Leader of Opposition in the LokSabha; a Union
Cabinet Minister to be nominated by the Prime Minister.
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Conference on ‘Modernization of Police Communication and
Challenges thereof’

Context:


The two-day Conference on ‘Modernization of Police Communication and Challenges thereof’
concluded in Delhi.

About:


The Minister of State (IC), Ministry of Communication inaugurated the conference. Directorate of
Coordination Police Wireless (DCPW), a nodal advisory body to the Ministry of Home Affairs for the
Police Telecommunication in the country organized this Conference.



The conference is meant to provide a forum for deliberating various issues of Police communication
in the Country and also to update with the technological developments.



Deliberations and presentations by eminent personalities included discussion on the Communication
Challenges faced by State Police/UTs/CAPFs, Frequency Spectrum related issues for Police
Communication, Encryption in Police Communication, Next Generation/Futuristic technology for
Police Security, Induction of next generations of Software Defined Radio for different application in
Police communication.

Modernisation of Police Forces (MPF) scheme
! The Cabinet Committee of Security (CCS) has approved implementation of umbrella scheme of
Modernisation of Police Forces (MPF) for years 2017 to 2020 to strengthen country’s law and
order mechanism, modernise police forces and effectively fight against terrorism.
! It covers internal security, law and order, women security, availability of modern weapons,
mobility of police forces, upgradation of police wireless, logistics support, National Satellite
Network, CCTNS project, hiring of helicopters, E-prison project etc.
! Infrastructure upgradation: It introduces new initiatives to provide assistance to States for
upgradation of police infrastructure, forensic science laboratories, institutions and equipment
available with them to plug critical gaps in the criminal justice system.
! Integration of Police Stations: It will aid in integrating police stations to set up national data
base of crime and criminals’ records. It will be linked with other pillars of criminal justice system
such as ‘prisons, forensic science laboratories and prosecution offices.
! Forensic science laboratories: It provides for setting up of state-of art forensic science
laboratory in Amravati (Andhra Pradesh) and upgradation of Sardar Patel Global Centre for
Security, Counter Terrorism and Anti Insurgency in Jaipur (Rajathan) and Gujarat Forensic Science
University in Gandhi Nagar.

SMART Police
The Government enunciated the concept of SMART Police in 2014. Smartness has two dimensions
— external and internal.
! External: The external dimension refers to the uniform a policeman wears, the ways/he carries
himself, weapons, the communication equipment, mobility and response time. It will enhance
their capabilities to respond and deal with the kind of challenges they are confronted with in his
day to day work.
! Internal: The internal dimension of smartness is far more important. The police should be strict
and sensitive, modern and mobile, alert and accountable, reliable and responsible, tech-savvy
and trained (SMART).
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Report on SEZ Policy

Context:


The Baba Kalyani led committee submitted its report on SEZ Policy to Commerce Minister.



Committee was constituted by the Ministry of Commerce& Industry Civil Aviation to study the existing
SEZ policy of India.

Key objectives of the committee


To evaluate the SEZ policy and make it compatible to WTO rules.



To suggest measures for maximising utilisation of vacant land in SEZs.



To suggest changes in the SEZ policy based on international experience.



To merge the SEZ policy with other Government schemes such as coastal economic zones, DelhiMumbai industrial corridor, national industrial manufacturing zones and food and textiles parks.

Key Highlights of the report


It said that success seen by services sector like IT and ITeS (IT enabled services) has to be promoted
in other sectors such as healthcare, financial services, legal, and design services.



The committee has recommended several measures, including continuation of tax incentives,
migration of SEZs to employment and economic enclaves, and creation of link infrastructure and
maintenance for enclaves.



According to the draft recommendations of the committee, incentives should be linked with
employment, investment, technology/innovation, and infrastructure status for these zones to improve
access to financing.



The Union Government has set the target of creating 100 million jobs and achieving 25 per cent of
GDP from the manufacturing sector by 2022, as a part of its flagship ‘Make in India’ programme.



The Government also plans to increase manufacturing value to USD 1.2 trillion by 2025.



While these are ambitious plans to propel India into a growth trajectory, it requires an evaluation of
existing policy frameworks to catalyse manufacturing sector growth. At the same time, the policy
needs to be compiled with the relevant WTO regulations.

Special Economic Zone (SEZ)
! Special Economic Zones Act, 2005, was passed by Parliament in May, 2005 and received
Presidential assent on the 23rd of June, 2005.
! The act envisages that the SEZs would attract a large flow of foreign and domestic investment in
infrastructure and productive capacity leading to generation of additional economic activity and
creation of employment opportunities.
! A SEZ is a designated duty free enclave to be treated as foreign territory for the purpose of trade
operations and duties and tariffs.
! A SEZ does not require a license for imports. The units must become net foreign exchange
earners within 3 years. SEZ are allowed manufacturing, trading and service activities. Full freedom
for subcontracting. The domestic sales from the SEZ are subject to full custom duties and import
policy is in force, when they sell their produce to domestic markets.

Reverse SEZ
! SEZ is export oriented, while a reverse SEZ is an import oriented area. SEZ is an area within the
country where business and trade laws are more liberal than the rest of the country. Reverse SEZ
is an import oriented area, located outside the country’s border in order to get cheap, import
duty-free/exempt raw materials.

8
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Report on Industrial Park Rating System

Context:


Commerce Minister Releases Report on Industrial Park Rating System which is proposed to be
translated into an annual exercise covering all the parks across India.



The coverage would be widened and updated to bring in deeper qualitative assessment feedback
and technological intervention and develop it as a tool that effect.

Key Highlights:


The Ministry has undertaken the exercise of studying infrastructure across states and in 3354 industrial
clusters in order to assess the quality of infrastructure in industrial parks, to ensure that India moves
into the top 50 countries in Ease of Doing Business.



According to the Commerce Ministry, it will be a useful tool for policymakers and investors at the
click of a button.



The database includes 3000 parks and all the industrial parks will be rated on the following four
points:
 Internal infrastructure
 External infrastructure
 Business services and facilities
 Environment and safety management



To optimise resource utilisation and enhance the efficiency of the manufacturing sector, the DIPP
has launched the Industrial Information System (IIS), a GIS-enabled database of industrial areas and
clusters across the country in May 2017.



The portal serves as a one-stop solution to the free and easy accessibility of all industrial information
including availability of raw material – agriculture, horticulture, minerals, natural resources, distance
from key logistic nodes, layers of terrain and urban infrastructure.



The portal has been actively used by the State Governments and Industrial Development Corporations
over the last one year and they have nominated over 200 parks for assessment along the above
parameters.

Initiatives of the government to improve India’s reputation in global market
Make in India:
! The main objective of Make in India initiative is to encourage and facilitate foreign investment
into the country. This initiative offers businesses/investors to invest and manufacture in 25
industries or sectors in the country.
!

Make in India has been so far the front runner of all the initiatives giving the world an opportunity
to use Indian resources to their best abilities.

Skill India:
! Skill India initiative aims to train over 500 million people in different skills and generate a talent
pool that could be unmatched in any part of the world. Skill India concentrates on areas where
formal certification is lacking especially in the un-organized sector.
! The outcome of skill India is to train people such that they get employment not only in India, but
also meet the demand of the world. This to a foreign investor gives the confidence of availability
of right workforce to execute the necessary businesses or manufacturing capabilities than just
availability of resources.
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Start-up India:
! Start-up India initiative aims to promote entrepreneurship in India. The aim of this initiative is to
provide new dimension to entrepreneurship by helping to setup a network of start-ups in the
country.
! By these opportunities of employment would increase not only for people in India, but also an
opportunity for migrants (foreigner) who wish to come to India and work/live here.

7

26th General Conference on Weights &Measures (CGPM)

Context:


The 26th meeting of the General Conference on Weights and Measures (CGPM) was held during
November, 13-16, 2018 at Palais des Congrés, Versailles, France.



The 26th CGPM meeting was very special and historic as the members have voted for the redefinition
of 130 years old “Le grand K – the SI unit of kg” in terms of the fundamental Planck’s constant (h). The
new definitions will come into force on 20 May 2019.

About the decision:

10



The definition of the seven base units namely, second, metre, kilogram, ampere, Kelvin, mole and
candela has been changed from being linked to artefacts to being based on the fundamental
constants on nature.



Notably the definition of kilogram has been changed from being the mass of prototype sanctioned
by the 1st CGPM held in Paris in 1889 and deposited at the BIPM to the Planck constant which is a
physical constant. Likewise, the definition of metre has been changed to link it to the speed of light.



There is a change in definition of time also. The change in the definition will result in uniform and
worldwide accessible SI system for international trade, high- technology manufacturing, human
health and safety, protection of environment, global climate studies and the basic science underpinning these.



The units are expected to be stable in the long term, internally self-consistent and practically realisable
being based on the present theoretical description of nature at the highest level.



After the kilogram’s definition is changed officially- on 20th May, 2019, also known as World Metrology
Day- most people will never notice the difference. It would not change baking ingredients on a
kitchen scale, or even have an effect on the tons of goods shipped globally every day.



For astronomers calculating the movements of stars and galaxies or for pharmacologists trying to
define doses of medications sown to the molecule, the new standard of measurement could change
the way they work. But for many metrologists, that day to day work is not necessarily what inspired
this change. The metric system was intended to be rational, universal set of units “for all people, for
all time”. The SI unit will finally be truly universal system, free of any human artefacts.



This revision of the SI is the culmination of many years of intensive scientific cooperation between
the National Metrology Institutes (The national Physical Laboratory for India) and The International
Bureau of Weights and Measures.



The dissemination of SI units for the welfare of society and industries in the country is the responsibility
of Legal Metrology, Department of Consumer Affairs, and Government of India.
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International Bureau of Weights and Measures (IBWM)
! It is an intergovernmental organization that was established by the Metre Convention, through
which member states act together on matters related to measurement science and measurement
standards. The IBWM's headquarters is based at Sèvres, France.
! It has custody of the International Prototype of the Kilogram and houses the secretariat for this
organization as well as hosting its formal meetings.
! The IBWM reports to the International Committee for Weights and Measures (CIPM), a directorate
of twelve members that meet biannually, which is in turn overseen by periodic meetings of
the democratic international organization, consisting of delegates from all member states, the
General Conference on Weights and Measures. These organizations are also commonly referred
to by their French initialisms.
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Ease of Doing Business (EODB) Grand Challenge

Context:


Prime Minister launched a Grand Challenge on resolving seven identified Ease of Doing Business
problems with the use of cutting edge technologies.



The objective of this Challenge is to tap the potential of young Indians, start-ups and other private
enterprises to provide solutions to complex problems using current technology.

Key Highlights:


The EODB grand challenge is open to all young Indians, start-ups and private enterprises. The main
purpose is to provide solutions to complex problems using current technology.



The platform for the grand challenge will be the Start-up India portal.



The date for closing of applications is January 1, 2019 and the final results will be declared on February
1, 2019.



The top 3 teams for each problem statement would be awarded cash prizes worth Rs 1 lakh, Rs 2 lakh
and Rs. 3 lakh respectively.



The government would be working with all the winners for solution development and
implementation.

Background
! In the World Bank's Doing Business Report (DBR, 2019) released on October 31, 2018 India recorded
a jump of 23 positions from 100 in 2017 to 77 in 2018, among a total of 190 countries.
! India also recorded the highest improvement in two years by any large country since 2011 in the
Doing business assessment by improving its rank by 53 positions.
! India improved its rank in 6 out of 10 indicators and has moved closer to international best
practices (Distance to Frontier score) on 7 out of the 10 indicators.
! In the grant of construction permits, India's rank improved from 181 in 2017 to 52 in 2018, an
improvement of 129 ranks in a single year.
! In Trading across Borders, India's rank improved by 66 positions moving from 146 in 2017 to 80
in 2018.
! The World Bank has recognised India as one of the top improvers for the year. This is the second
consecutive year for which India has been recognised as one of the top improvers.
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BASIC ministerial meet

Context:


The 27th BASIC Ministerial Meeting on Climate Change was held in New Delhi, India, on 19-20
November 2018.



The meeting was chaired by H.E. Dr Harsh Vardhan, Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change of India.

Significance of the meeting:


BASIC ministerial meet is significant as it represents the faith that countries, especially the developing
countries, have placed in the multilateral processes knowing well that their actions towards addressing
climate change will have a strong developmental impact.



The BASIC Ministers emphasized their deep concern for climate change and reaffirmed their
commitment to the successful implementation of the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC), its Kyoto Protocol and Paris Agreement, and to promote a global green
and low carbon transition and ecological civilization with a view to building a community with a
shared future for mankind.



They reiterated that the Paris Agreement is a significant step for advancing global action against
climate change, based on the recognition of the needs and special circumstances of developing
countries in accordance with the principles of Equity and Common But Differentiated Responsibilities
and Respective Capabilities (CBDR-RC), in the light of different national circumstances.



They emphasized that global climate action should promote Climate Justice and a Just Transition by
recognizing the fundamental equality of all people in accessing economic growth and sustainable
development.



The BASIC countries asserted that the Global Stocktake (GST) should be conducted in the light of
equity and the best available science. They stressed that the GST process should be comprehensive,
considering mitigation, adaptation, means of implementation, as well as including loss and damage
and response measures, and reflecting equity.



Ministers underscored that enhanced pre-2020 ambition and actions are the foundation for post2020 ambition and actions. They highlighted that BASIC countries have ratified the Doha Amendment
for the second commitment period under the Kyoto Protocol. Ministers welcomed the offer of Brazil
to host the 28th BASIC Ministerial Meeting in the first half of 2019.

BASIC countries:
! It is a bloc of four large newly industrialized countries – Brazil, South Africa, India and China –
formed by an agreement on 28 November 2009. They committed to act jointly at the Copenhagen
climate summit, including a possible united walk-out if their common minimum position was not
met by the developed nations.
! This emerging geopolitical alliance, initiated and led by China, then brokered the final Copenhagen
Accord with the United States. Subsequently, the group is working to define a common position
on emission reductions and climate aid money, and to try to convince other countries to sign up
to the Copenhagen Accord.

Global Stocktake
! Global stocktake’ refers to a proposed five-yearly review of the impact of countries’ climate
change actions. Under the Paris Agreement, every country must present a climate action plan
in five-yearly cycles.

12
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! Under the Paris Agreement, the first global stocktake will happen in 2023. It will assess whether
the net result of the climate actions being taken was consistent with the goal of keeping the
increase in global average temperature from pre-industrial times to within 2 degree Celsius. The
stocktake will help the world determine whether it needs to do more and how much more.
! While every country is required to participate in the global stocktake, the exercise will not assess
whether actions of any individual country are adequate or not. It will only make an assessment
of the “collective” efforts of the world. That is because the climate actions are supposed to be
“nationally determined”, and nations have problems over being told by others what they should
do. The stocktake will not go into who should do how much — and will rather focus on what
needs to be done.
! In accordance with the demands of developing countries, the stocktake will cover not only the
results of actions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions but of actions being taken to adapt to
the effects of climate change as well. It will also include an assessment of whether developed
countries are offering adequate help to developing countries by providing money and technology,
as mandated by the Paris Agreement.

10

City Gas Distribution (CGD) Projects

Context:


Hon’ble Prime Minister laid the Foundation Stones of City Gas Distribution (CGD) Projects in 65
Geographical Areas (GAs) in 129 Districts under the 9th CGD Bidding Round recently awarded by
PNGRB, remotely from VigyanBhawan, New Delhi.

About:


It will herald the availability of convenient, environment-friendly and cheaper natural gas for almost
half of the country’s population spread across 26 States and Union Territories upto 9th round.



At each of the GA across 19 states in India, the authorised entities also held their event locally. The
event at the Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi live telecasted at the respective GAs. Thus, the people in 65
different places across India simultaneously came know the plan to implement CGD project in their
authorised area.



Government of India has put thrust to promote the usage of environment friendly clean fuel i.e.
natural gas as a fuel/feedstock across the country to move towards a gas based economy. Accordingly,
development of CGD networks has been focused to increase the availability of cleaner cooking fuel
(i.e. PNG) and transportation fuel (i.e. CNG) to the citizens of the country.



The expansion of CGD network will also benefit to industrial and commercial units by ensuring the
uninterrupted supply of natural gas.

Why Natural Gas?


Natural gas is a superior fuel as compared with coal and other liquid fuels being an environment
friendly, safer and cheaper fuel. Natural Gas is supplied through pipelines just like one gets water
from the tap. There is no need to store cylinders in the kitchen and thus saves space.



As per WHO database released in May 2018, India has 14 out of 15 world’s most polluted cities in
terms of PM 2.5 concentration. Large number of industries also consume polluting fuels like pet coke
and furnace oil which emit polluting CO2. Some of the courts recently ordered for banning use of pet
coke in states within their jurisdiction.
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Natural Gas (as CNG) is cheaper by 60% as compared with petrol and 45 % w.r.t. Diesel. Similarly,
Natural Gas (as PNG) is cheaper by 40 % as compared with market price LPG and price of PNG almost
matches with that of subsidised LPG (based on prices in Delhi).



An auto rickshaw owner can save Rs 7000-8000 on his monthly fuel bill by conversion from petrol
toCNG. Thus, even on cost front as well, natural gas is preferable to petrol, diesel and LPG.



India made a commitment in COP21 Paris Convention in December 2015 that by 2030, it would
reduce carbon emission by 33% of 2005 levels. Natural gas, as domestic kitchen fuel, as fuel for
transport sector as well as a fuel for industries and commercial units, can play a significant role in
reducing carbon emission.

Compressed Natural Gas (CNG)
! It is a fuel which can be used in place of gasoline, diesel fuel and propane/LPG. CNG combustion
produces fewer undesirable gases than the fuels mentioned above.
! It is safer than other fuels in the event of a spill because natural gas is lighter than air and
disperses quickly when released. Biomethane – cleaned-up biogas from anaerobic digestion or
landfills – can be used.
! CNG is made by compressing natural gas, (which is mainly composed of methane, CH4), to less
than 1 percent of the volume it occupies at standard atmospheric pressure.

Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG)
! It is natural gas (predominantly methane, CH4, with some mixture of ethane C2H6) that has been
cooled down to liquid form for ease and safety of non-pressurized storage or transport.
! It is odourless, colourless, non-toxic and non-corrosive. Hazards include flammability after
vaporization into a gaseous state, freezing and asphyxia.
! AS typical LNG process. The gas is first extracted and transported to a processing plant where it
is purified by removing any condensates such as water, oil, mud, as well as other gases such as
CO2 and H2S.
! Natural gas is mainly converted to LNG for transport over the seas where laying pipelines is
not feasible technically and economically.LNG achieves a higher reduction in volume than
compressed natural gas (CNG) so that the (volumetric) energy density of LNG is 2.4 times greater
than that of CNG (at 250 bar) or 60 percent that of diesel fuel.
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India to Chair Kimberley Process

Context:


The Kimberley Process Certification Scheme (KPCS) Plenary 2018, was held in Brussels, Belgium, from
12th-16thNovember 2018. European Union handed over the Chairmanship of KPCS to India from 1st
January, 2019.

Key Highlights:

14



India as a KPCS Chair is committed to make the KPCS a stronger process in terms of inclusiveness,
strengthened administration and implementation.



It is also committed to make it more efficient in terms of delivery of what it promises, more transparent
and empathetic towards the living standards of people who are dependent on the production, trade
and manufacture of diamonds.
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Further, recognising the issues and challenges of Artisanal & Small-Scale Mining (ASM), India
aimed to support the ASMs with capacity building, technical assistance and education on valuation,
differentiation between natural and lab-grown diamonds and the importance of legal and formal
mining practices.



The 4-day KPCS Plenary witnessed discussion on environmental challenges in diamond mining and
industry responsibility.



India held bilateral meetings during the event with Botswana, US, Russian Federation and the World
Diamond Council to discuss on various issues related to KPCS and its working groups.



On the side-lines of the Plenary, the Chair of Working Groups conducted meetings to discuss some
key issues like KP statistics and confidentiality, synthetic diamonds and separate HS code for synthetic
rough diamonds, issues relating to review visit and review mission and the issue of Central African
Republic (CAR).

India and KPCS:


India is the founding member of KPCS and is actively involved in KP activities to ensure that almost
99 per cent of the diamond trade in the world is conflict free.



India is committed to maintaining KP as an efficient and effective process in order to ensure the
conflict diamond free status.



Further, it is at the forefront in addressing the issue of differentiation between Natural Diamonds and
Lab Grown Diamonds and ensure responsible business in this area.



India chaired the Ad hoc Committee on Review and Reform (AHCRR). The AHCRR held one joint
session with Chairs of other Working Groups and 4 sessions with AHCRR committee members to
discuss the issue of funding of Permanent Secretariat (PS), Multi-Donor Trust Fund (MDTF), peer
review mechanism and consolidation to the core document.

Kimberley Process Certification Scheme (KPCS)
! Kimberley Process Certification Scheme is a process, which was established in 2000 to prevent
"conflict diamonds" from entering the mainstream rough diamond market by a United Nations
General Assembly Resolution following recommendations made by the Fowler Report.
! The process was set up "to ensure that diamond purchases were not financing violence by rebel
movements and their allies seeking to undermine legitimate governments."Since its launch, the
Kimberley Process has contributed towards peace, security and prosperity.
! It has proven to be an effective multilateral tool for conflict prevention in stemming the flow of
conflict diamonds. It has also made a valuable developmental impact in improving the lives of
most people dependent on the trade in diamonds.
! Since August 2013, the Kimberley Process has 54 participants, representing 81 countries. The
next session is slated to be held in India as with the nation as the Chair. Botswana and the
Russian Federation will serve as Vice-Chair during the period of 2019-2020.
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Allied and Healthcare Professions Bill, 2018

Context:


Cabinet approves the Allied and Healthcare Professions Bill, 2018 for regulation and standardisation
of education and services by allied and healthcare professionals.
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About:


The Bill provides for setting up of an Allied and Healthcare Council of India and corresponding
State Allied and Healthcare Councils which will play the role of a standard-setter and facilitator for
professions of Allied and Healthcare.



An Interim Council will be constituted within 6 months of passing of the Act holding charge for a
period of two years until the establishment of the Central Council.



The Council at the Centre and the States are to be established as body corporate with a provision to
receive funds from various sources.



Councils will also be supported by Central and State Governments respectively through Grant-in-aid
as needed. However, if the StateGovernment expresses inability, Central Government may release
some grant for initial years to the State Council.



Establishment of a Central and corresponding State Allied and HealthcareCouncils; 15 major
professional categories including 53 professions in Allied and Healthcare streams.



The Bill provides for Structure, Constitution, Composition and Functions of the Central Council and
State Councils, e.g. Framing policies and standards, Regulation of professional conduct, Creation
and maintenance of live Registers, provisions for common entry and exit examinations, etc.



The Central Council will comprise 47 members, of which 14 members shall be ex-officio representing
diverse and related roles and functions andremaining 33 shall be non-ex-officio members who mainly
represent the 15professional categories.



The State Councils are also envisioned to mirror the Central Council, comprising 7 ex-officio and 21
non-ex officio members and Chairperson tobe elected from amongst the non-ex officio members.



Professional Advisory Bodies under Central and State Councils will examine issues independently and
provide recommendations relating to specific recognised categories.



The Bill will also have an overriding effect on any other existing law for any of the covered
professions.



The State Council will undertake recognition of allied and healthcare institutions.



Offences and Penalties clause have been included in the Bill to check mal-practices.



The Bill also empowers the Central and State Governments to make rules.



Central Government also has the power to issue directions to the Council, to make regulations and
to add or amend the schedule.

Major Impact, including employment generation potential:


Bring all existing allied and healthcare professionals on board during the first few of years from the
date of establishment of the Council.



Opportunity to create qualified, highly skilled and competent jobs in healthcare by enabling
professionalism of the allied and healthcare workforce.



High quality, multi-disciplinary care in line with the vision of Ayushman Bharat, moving away from a
‘doctor led’ model to a ‘care accessible and team based’ model.



Opportunity to cater to the global demand (shortage) of healthcare workforce which is projected to
be about 15 million by the year 2030, as per the WHO Global Workforce, 2030 report.

National Health Policy 2017
! It aims to raise public healthcare expenditure to 2.5% of GDP from current 1.4%, with more
than two-thirds of those resources going towards primary healthcare.
! It envisages providing a larger package of assured comprehensive primary healthcare through
the ‘Health and Wellness Centers’.
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! It is a comprehensive package that will include care for major non-communicable diseases
(NCDs), geriatric healthcare, mental health, palliative care and rehabilitative care services.
! It proposes free diagnostics, free drugs and free emergency and essential healthcare services in
all public hospitals in order to provide healthcare access and financial protection.
! It seeks to establish regular tracking of disability adjusted life years (DALY) Index as a measure
of burden of disease and its major categories trends by 2022.
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A New State-of-the Art Information Platform

Context:


Union Health Secretary did soft-launch of the Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme (IDSP)
segment of Integrated Health Information Platform (IHIP) in seven statesto monitor public health
surveillance.

Integrated Health Information Platform (IHIP):


The first one-of-its-kind initiative by the Government of India, IHIP uses the latest technologies and
digital health initiatives.



It is real time, village wise, case based electronic health information system withGeographic Information
System(GIS) tagging to provide prompt prevention and control of epidemic prone diseases. It uses
the latest technologies and digital health initiatives.



It will provide near-real-time data to policy makers for detecting outbreaks, reducing the morbidity
and mortality and lessening disease burden in populations and better health systems.



It will enable creation of interoperable health records which can be made available and accessible
throughout the country.



The success of this platform will depend primarily on quality of data shared by the states. Adopting
this platform will also help states to strengthen early outbreak detection and informed public health
response.

Integrated Disease Surveillance Program (IDSP)
! It is a disease surveillance scheme under the Ministry of Health and Family Affairs in India,
assisted by the World Bank. The scheme aims to strengthen disease surveillance for infectious
diseases to detect and respond to outbreaks quickly.
! The Project was undertaken to meet the World Health Organization Guidelines for South East
Asian countries on disease surveillance to track the outbreak of diseases and its potential transboundary threats.
! The scheme seeks to set up a Central Disease Surveillance Unit and a State Surveillance Unit in
each State where data is collected and analysed. A large amount of data on disease reports are
collected in order to be able to identify the outbreak of a disease, identify its causes and take
corresponding preventive and responsive measures.
! An early warning system has been put into place in order to take timely preventive steps.
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Atmosphere& Climate Research-Modelling Observing Systems
& Services (ACROSS) Scheme

Context:


Cabinet approves Implementation of the umbrella scheme “Atmosphere & Climate ResearchModelling Observing Systems & Services (ACROSS).”

ACROSS Scheme:


ACROSS scheme pertains to the atmospheric science programs of the Ministry of Earth Sciences
(MoES) and addresses different aspects of weather and climate services, which includes warnings for
cyclone, storm surges, heat waves, thunderstorms etc.



The scheme will provide improved weather, climate and ocean forecast and services, thereby
ensuring transfer of commensurate benefits to the various services like Public weather service,
disaster management, etc.



Each of these aspects is incorporated as nine multidisciplinary and multidimensional sub-schemes
under the umbrella scheme “ACROSS” and is implemented in an integrated manner.



As the objective of the ACROSS scheme is to provide a reliable weather and climate forecast for
betterment of society, the scheme will aim at improving skill of weather and climate forecast through
sustained observations, intensive R & D, and by adopting effective dissemination and communication
strategies to ensure its timely reach to the end-user of all services like Agro-meteorological Services,
Aviation service, Environmental monitoring services, Hydro-meteorological services, climate services,
tourism, pilgrimage, mountaineering etc.

Generating employment opportunities:


A sizable number of scientific and technical staff along with requisite administrative support, thereby
generating employment.



To ensure last-mile connectivity of the weather based services to the end -user, a large number of
agencies like the KrishiVigyanaKendras of Indian Council of Agricultural Research, Universities and
local municipalities are roped in thus generating employment opportunities to many people.

Background
! The Ministry of Earth Sciences has a mandate to carry out research and development activities
to develop and improve capability to forecast weather, climate and natural hazard related
phenomena.
! Towards this direction, MoES has taken several initiatives to formulate specific schemes like
augmentation of observing systems and infrastructure, understanding processes through
special campaigns, weather and climate modelling, monsoon-research, climate change science
& climate services etc.
! These schemes involve multi-institutes wherein each unit has a designated role for accomplishing
the aforesaid tasks. As a result, all these schemes with specific objectives and budget are
implemented in an integrated manner and are put together under the umbrella scheme
"ACROSS".
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India gets UN Environment award for combating trans boundary
environmental crime

Context:


United Nation Environment has awarded Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (WCCB) of Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change, Government of India with Asia Environment Enforcement Awards, 2018 for
excellent work done by the Bureau in combating trans-boundary environmental crime.

About the Award:


The Asia Environment Enforcement Awards publicly recognize and celebrate excellence in enforcement
by government officials and institutions/teams combating trans-boundary environmental crime in
Asia.



The awards are given to outstanding individuals and/or government organizations/teams that
demonstrate excellence and leadership in enforcement of national laws to combat trans boundary
environmental crime.



The award was decided upon by a selection panel set up by the UN Environment and this is the
second time in a row the awards are being given by UN Environment to India.

Wildlife Crime Database Management System:


WCCB has adopted innovative enforcement techniques that have dramatically increased enforcement
of trans-boundary environmental crimes in India.



It has developed an online Wildlife Crime Database Management System to get real time data in
order to help analyse trends in crime and devise effective measures to prevent and detect wildlife
crimes across India.



This system has been successfully used to analyse trends, helping put in preventive measures as
well as for successfully carrying out operations such as Operation SAVE KURMA, THUNDERBIRD,
WILDNET, LESKNOW, BIRBIL, THUNDERSTORM, LESKNOW-II.



It has also helped enforcement agencies in the arrest of 350 wildlife criminals and huge seizures of
animal body parts and skins.



In order to involve the public in the fight against wildlife crime, WCCB has also developed a scheme
to enrol willing persons as WCCB Volunteers.

Wildlife Crime Control Bureau
! The Government of India constituted a statutory body, the Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (WCCB)
on 6 June 2007, by amending the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, a special Act to protect the
wildlife in the country.
! WCCB would complement the efforts of the state governments, primary enforcers of the Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972 and other enforcement agencies of the country.

Functions
! Under Section 38 (Z) of WLPA, 1972, it is mandated to collect and collate intelligence related
to organized wildlife crime and disseminate it to state and other enforcement agencies for
immediate action.
! It assists foreign authorities and international organization concerned to facilitate co-ordination
and universal action for wildlife crime control.
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! It is tasked with capacity building of the wildlife crime enforcement agencies for scientific and
professional investigation into wildlife crimes and assist states to ensure success in wildlife
crimes prosecutions.
! It advises Union Government on issues relating to wildlife crimes having national and international
ramifications, relevant policy and laws.
! It also assists and advises the Customs authorities in inspection of the consignments of flora &
fauna as per the provisions of Wild Life Protection Act, CITES and EXIM Policy governing such
an item.
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Paisa – Portal for Affordable Credit & Interest Subvention
Access

Context:


Paisa – Portal for Affordable Credit & Interest Subvention Access”, Launched under
DeendayalAntyodayaYojana – National Urban Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NULM).

PAISA Portal


PAiSA is a centralized electronic platform for processing interest subvention on bank loans to
beneficiaries under mission (DAY-NULM).



PAiSA stands for Portal for Affordable Credit and Interest Subvention Access.



Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs is theNodal Ministry.



The web platform has been designed and developed by Allahabad Bank which is also the Nodal
bank.



PAiSA is an effort by the government to connect directly with the beneficiaries, ensuring that there is
greater transparency and efficiency in delivery of services.



DBT of subvention on monthly basis under DAY-NULM will give the necessary financial support to
small entrepreneurs in a timely manner.



All 35 states / UTs & all scheduled commercial banks, RRBs and Cooperative Banks are expected to
be on board the PAiSA portal the year end.

Deen Dayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Urban Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NULM)
! The DeenDayalAntyodayaYojana - National Urban Livelihoods Mission extends coverage to all
the 4041 statutory cities and towns, there by covering almost the entire urban population.
! The mission aims to provide the shelter equipped with essential services to the urban homeless
in a phased manner to reduce poverty and vulnerability of the urban poor households.
! The scheme addresses the livelihood concern of the urban street vendors by facilitating with
suitable space, institutional credit, and social security and skills to the urban street vendor for
accessing emerging market opportunities.
! The core belief of National Urban Livelihoods Mission is that the poor are entrepreneurial and
have innate desire to come out of poverty. The challenge is to unleash their capabilities to
generate meaningful and sustainable livelihoods.
! NULM believes that any livelihood promotion programme can be scaled up in a time bound
manner only if driven by the poor and their institutions.

20

GS SCORE

PIB: 16th - 30th November, 2018

17

www.iasscore.in

Mission RakshaGyan Shakti

Context:


The Union Defence Minister launched ‘Mission RakshaGyan Shakti’ in New Delhi.



The event showcased salient inventions and innovations achieved by Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO), Defence Public Sector Undertakings (DPSUs) and Ordnance Factories (OFs)
which have resulted in successful filing of Intellectual Property Right (IPR) applications.

Mission Raksha Gyan Shakti: Key Highlights


Mission RakshaGyan Shakti has been instituted by the Department of Defence Production as a part
of the ongoing initiatives to enhance self-reliance in defence.



The mission aims to provide a boost to the IPR culture in indigenous defence industry.



The Directorate General of Quality Assurance (DGQA) has been entrusted with the responsibility of
coordinating and implementing the programme.



The end objective of the programme is to inculcate IP culture in Indian defence manufacturing
ecosystem.

National Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) Policy
! The Union Cabinet approved the National Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) Policy on 12th May,
2016 that shall lay the future roadmap for IPRs in India.
! The Policy recognises the abundance of creative and innovative energies that flow in India, and
the need to tap into and channelize these energies towards a better and brighter future for all.
! It is a vision document that encompasses and brings to a single platform all IPRs. It views IPRs
holistically, taking into account all inter-linkages and thus aims to create and exploit synergies
between all forms of intellectual property (IP), concerned statutes and agencies. It sets in place
an institutional mechanism for implementation, monitoring and review. It aims to incorporate
and adapt global best practices to the Indian scenario.
! The Policy recognizes that India has a well-established TRIPS-compliant legislative, administrative
and judicial framework to safeguard IPRs, which meets its international obligations while utilizing
the flexibilities provided in the international regime to address its developmental concerns. It
reiterates India’s commitment to the Doha Development Agenda and the TRIPS agreement.
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PSLV-C43 launches earth observation satellite HysIS and 30
foreign satellites

Context:


Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has successfully launched country’s first advance earth
observation satellite Hyper Spectral Imaging Satellite (HysIS) along with 30 other satellites from eight
countries. These satellites were launched on board of ISRO’s workhorse PSLV-C43 from SatishDhawan
Space Centre (SDSC) at Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh.

About HysIS:
 HysIS is an earth observation satellite built around ISRO’s Mini Satellite2 (IMS-2) bus weighing
about 380kg. The mission life of the satellite is five years.

GS SCORE

21

PIB: 16th - 30th November, 2018

www.iasscore.in

 The primary goal of HysIS is to study the earth’s surface in both the visible, near infrared and
shortwave infrared regions of the electromagnetic spectrum.
 Data from the satellite will be used for a wide range of applications including agriculture, forestry,
soil/geological environments, coastal zones and inland waters, etc.
 HysIS had the company of one micro and 29 nano-satellites from eight countries, including
Australia (1), Canada (1), Columbia (1), Finland (1), Malaysia (1), Netherlands (1), Spain (1) and
USA (23).
 The total weight of these satellites was about 261.50 kg. Satellites from Australia, Columbia,
Malaysia and Spain were flown aboard PSLV for the first time. These foreign satellites launched
are part of commercial arrangements between Antrix Corporation Limited and customers.

**********
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