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1 Inter-State River Water Sharing Disputes

CONTEXT:
In order to streamline the adjudication of inter-State river water disputes,  the Inter-State River 
Water Disputes (Amendment) Bill, 2017 was introduced in Lok Sabha by the Ministry of Water 
Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation (MoWR,RD&GR).
This will  amend the existing Inter-State River Water Disputes (ISRWD) Act, 1956. 

ABOUT:

Provisions of proposed Bill

Constitution of a standalone Tribunal with permanent establishment and permanent offi ce space  
and infrastructure so as to obviate with the need to set up a separate Tribunal for each water dispute 
which is invariably a time consuming process.
Establishment of a Dispute Resolution Committee (DRC) by the Central Government for resolving  
amicably, the Inter- State water disputes within a maximum period of one year and six months. 
Any dispute, which cannot be settled by negotiations shall be referred to the Tribunal for its  
adjudication. The dispute so referred to the Tribunal shall be assigned by the Chairperson of the 
Tribunal to a Bench of the Tribunal for adjudication. It will speed up the adjudication of water 
disputes referred to it. 

Background

The Parliament has enacted ISRWD Act, 1956 for adjudication of disputes relating to waters of inter- 
State rivers and river valley thereof. 
Under the said Act request received from any State Government in respect of any water dispute on  
the inter-State rivers and the Central Government is of the opinion that the water dispute cannot 
be settled by negotiations, the Central Government constitutes a Water Disputes Tribunal for the 
adjudication of the water dispute. 
Currently, 5 water disputes Tribunals are active. 

Provisions for water disputes in the Constitution of India:

Article 262:  Parliament may by law provide for the adjudication of any dispute or complaint with 
respect to the use, distribution or control of the waters of, or in, any inter State river or river valley.
Notwithstanding anything in this Constitution, Parliament may by law provide that neither the  
Supreme Court nor any other court shall exercise jurisdiction in respect of any such dispute or 
complaint as is referred to in clause (1 ) Coordination between States.
Entry 17 of State List:  It deals with water i.e. water supply, irrigation, canal, drainage, embankments, 
water storage and water power.
Entry 56 of Union List:  It gives power to the Union Government for the regulation and development 
of interstate rivers and river valleys to the extent declared by Parliament to be expedient in the 
public interest.

Parliament enacted two laws according to Article 262:

River Board Act, 1956:  It enables the Union Government to create Boards for Interstate Rivers and 
river valleys in consultation with State Governments. The objective of Boards is to advise on the 
inter-state basin to prepare development scheme and to prevent the emergence of confl icts.
Inter-State Water Dispute Act, 1956:  In case, if a particular state or states approach to Union 
Government for the constitution of the tribunal; Central Government should try to resolve the 
matter by consultation among the aggrieved states.
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Inter-State river water disputes under the Inter-State River Water Disputes Act (ISRWD), 
1956:

Rivers States

Godavari
Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh and 

Odisha

Narmada Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Maharashtra

Cauvery Kerala, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Union Territory of Pondicherry

Krishna Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, and Maharashtra

Mandovi/Mahadayi/ Goa, Karnataka and Mahasrashtra

Vansadhara Andhra Pradesh & Odisha

2 Migration of Tribals 

CONTEXT 
Union Minister of State for Tribal Affairs presented data on tribals being cultivators to agricultural  
labourers and their migration.

It is estimated that in the last decade, about 3.5 million tribal people have left agriculture and  
agriculture-related activities to enter the informal labour market. 

ABOUT
As per the Report of the Expert Committee on Tribal Health ‘ Tribal Health in India’ Bridging the 
Gap and a Roadmap for the Future”, 104 million tribal people in India are largely concentrated in 
ten states and in the North-East. 

Almost 90% of the tribal population of the country lives in rural areas.  There are 90 districts or 809  
blocks with more than 50% tribal population and they account for nearly 45% of the Scheduled 
Tribe (ST) population in the country.  In other words, almost 55% of the tribal population lives 
outside these 809 tribal majority blocks. 

As per Census, 2011 over two-thirds of the tribal population is working in the primary sector  
(as against 43% of the non-tribal population), and is heavily dependent on agriculture either as 
cultivators or as agricultural labourers. 

The tribals are increasingly moving from being cultivators to agricultural labourers. A comparison  
between Census, 2001 and 2011 shows that the proportion of cultivators reduced by more than 
10%,  while the proportion of agricultural labourers increased by 9% among the ST population.  

Displacement and enforced migration has also led to an increasing number of Scheduled Tribes  
working as contract labourers in the construction industry and domestic workers in major cities.  
Currently, one of every two tribal households relies on manual labour for survival.

Provisions to safeguard tribals against displacement:

Schedule – V  provide safeguards against displacement of tribal population because of land 
acquisitions etc. The Governor of the State which has Scheduled Areas is empowered to prohibit or 
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restrict transfer of land from tribals and regulate the allotment of land to members of the Scheduled 
Tribes in such cases.

Government has also enacted several Laws which have specifi c provisions with regard to displacement,  
rehabilitation and resettlement of tribal people.  These include:

The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act,  
2006.

Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement  
Act, 2013.

National Scheduled Tribes Finance and Development Corporation (NSTFDC), under the Ministry  
of Tribal Affairs, also extends fi nancial assistance at concessional rates of interest to Scheduled 
Tribes for undertaking income generation activities.

Constitutional provisions for welfare of the SC and ST

Fundamental Rights : Article 15(4) says that government can make special provisions for SC 
and ST’s in the name of “positive discrimination”.

DPSP:  Article 46 says that educational and economic interests of SCs and STs shall be 
protected and promoted.

Minister of Tribal Welfare : Article 164 says that in the states of Bihar, Madhya Pradesh and 
Orissa there shall be a minister in charge of tribal welfare who shall also be in charge of the 
welfare of SC and other backward classes.

Grants in aid to states promoting welfare of STs : Article 275 provides for grants-in-aid to 
the states for promoting the welfare of scheduled tribes.

Lowering standards of evaluation : Provisions for relaxation in qualifying marks in any 
examination or lowering the standards of evaluation, for reservation in matters or promotion 
for SCs and STs. Art. 335 says that claims of the members of SCs and STs shall be taken 
into consideration consistent with the maintenance of the effi ciency in administration in 
appointments under the union and the states.

Separate National Commissions for SC and ST : Article 338 says that there shall be a national 
commission for SCs.Article 338A says that there shall be a national commission for STs.

3 IMPRESS scheme 

CONTEXT:
IMPRESS (Impactful Policy Research in Social Science) scheme has been launched to promote Social  
Science Research in the country.

ABOUT:
The IMPRESS is an initiative of the Ministry of Human Resource Development and is being  
implemented by the Indian Council of Social Science Research. The scheme was sanctioned in 
August 2018 at a total cost of Rs.414 Cr for implementation up to 31.3.2021. 

IMPRESS aims to encourage social science research in policy relevant areas so as to provide vital  
inputs in policy-formulation, implementation and evaluation.

Under the Scheme, 1500 research projects will be awarded for 2 years to support the social science  
research in the higher educational institutions and to enable research to guide policy making.

The Government has approved “Revitalising Infrastructure and Systems in Education by 2022”. As  
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per which the scope of institutions to be funded through Higher Education Financing Agency (HEFA) 
has been enlarged to encompass School Education and Medical Education institutions, apart from 
Higher Education. 

All funds for educational infrastructure in centrally funded educational institutions will henceforth  
be in the form of ten year loans through HEFA to the institution, the interest liability of which would 
be borne by the Government. 

The principal repayment would be undertaken by the institutions in part or full depending on their  
age profi le and fi nancial capability.

For new institutions and those which have limited internal fund generating capacity, the entire  
principal and interest repayment would be undertaken by the Government. 

The broad objectives of the scheme are:

To identify and fund research proposals in social sciences with maximum impact on the governance  
and society.

To focus research on (11) broad thematic areas such as : State and Democracy, Urban transformation,  
Media, Culture and Society, Employment, Skills and Rural transformation , Governance, Innovation 
and Public Policy, Growth, Macro-trade and Economic Policy, Agriculture and Rural Development, 
Health and Environment, Science and Education, Social Media and Technology, Politics, Law and 
Economics. The sub- theme areas will be decided on the basis of Expert Groups’ advice before 
notifying the scheme and calling for applications.

To ensure selection of projects through a transparent, competitive process on online mode. 

To provide opportunity for social science researchers in any institution in the country, including all  
Universities (Central and State), private institutions with 12(B) status conferred by UGC.

4 International Cooperation on Disaster Management 

Context

Union Minister of State for Home Affairs has highlighted and appreciated  India’s role in global 
initiatives on disaster management.

About 

India plays an active role in global initiatives on disaster management. India is a signatory to the  
‘Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction’ and is committed to achieve the priorities and the 
objectives through systematic and institutional efforts. 

With multi-dimensional initiatives and expertise, India is taking a leading role in strengthening  
regional cooperation among South Asian countries for reducing disasters. 

India is one of the participating countries and works closely with the United Nations International  
Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UNISDR). 

India has been working closely with many countries for the exchange of ideas and expertise in  
disaster management.

India had signed following bilateral/ multilateral agreements in the fi eld of disaster 
management:

Agreement with Swiss Confederation on Cooperation in the event of Disasters 

With Russia on cooperation in the fi eld of Emergency Management 
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SAARC Agreement on Rapid Response to Natural Disasters 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Indonesia on cooperation  
Joint Declaration of Intent (JDI) with Germany on cooperation  
Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) with Japan in the fi eld of disaster risk reduction 
MoU with the Govt. of Republic of Tajikistan  

Few facts related to Disaster Management  

National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) is the apex body for disaster management  
in India under the chairmanship of Prime Minister.

When ‘calamities of severe nature’ occur, the Central Government is responsible for providing  
aid and assistance to the affected state, including deploying, at the State’s request, of Armed 
Forces, Central Paramilitary Forces, National Disaster Response Force (NDRF), and such 
communication, air and other assets.

National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) is a specialised force constituted “for the purpose  
of specialist response to a threatening disaster situation or disaster” under the Disaster 
Management Act, 2005.

Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (SFDRR) 2015-30

SFDRR is successor of the Hyogo Framework for Action (2005–2015), which had been the  
most encompassing international accord on disaster risk reduction.

It was approved by UN member states in March 2015 at Third World Conference on Disaster  
Risk Reduction held in Sendai, Japan. 

It is a  voluntary and non-binding agreement and calls for sharing the responsibility with other 
stakeholders including local government, the private sector and other stakeholders. 

It sets of common standards, a comprehensive framework with achievable targets, and a  
legally-based instrument for disaster risk reduction. It calls for adopting integrated and 
inclusive institutional measures for preventing vulnerability to disaster, increase preparedness 
for response and recovery and strengthen resilience.

Four specifi c priorities of Sendai Framework:  (i) Understanding disaster risk (ii) 
Strengthening disaster risk governance to manage disaster risk (iii) Investing in disaster 
risk reduction for resilience (iv)Enhancing disaster preparedness for effective response and 
recovery, reconstruction and rehabilitation.

5 Asiatic Lion Conservation Project 

CONTEXT:
The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has launched the “Asiatic Lion Conservation  
Project” with an aim to protect and conserve the world’s last ranging free population of Asiatic Lion 
and its associated ecosystem.

ABOUT:
The project will protect and conserve free-population of Asiatic Lions and ecosystem of their  
habitation.
It will ensure the stability and viability in the population of Asiatic Lions through scientifi c intervention,  
disease control, veterinary control, and adequate eco-development works. 
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It will also strengthen the ongoing measures for conservation and recovery of Asiatic Lion with  
the help of state-of-the-art techniques/ instruments, regular scientifi c research studies, disease 
management, Modern surveillance/ patrolling techniques. 

A total of Rs. 9784 Lakh for three years has been allocated for this project which will provide monetary  
support to the centrally-sponsored scheme-Development of Wildlife Habitat (CSS-DWH). 

The Union government and states will share the total cost of the project at 60:40.  

Facts about Asiatic Lions and their Population:

Asiatic lions that once ranged from Persia (Iran) to Palamau in Eastern India were almost driven to  
extinction by indiscriminate hunting and habitat loss. 

A single population of fewer than 50 lions persisted in the Gir forests of Gujarat by late 1890s.  

With appropriate and stringent protection offered by the State Government and the central  
Government, Asiatic lions have increased to the current population of over 500 numbers. 

The last census in the year 2015 showed the population of 523 Asiatic Lions in Gir Protected Area  
Network of 1648.79 square Kilometres that includes Gir National Park, Gir Sanctuary, Pania Sanctuary, 
Mitiyala Sanctuary adjoining reserved forests, Protected Forests, and Unclassed Forests.

The Asiatic Lions have already been included in the list of 21 critically endangered species for  
recovery programme and fi nancial assistance under the species recovery component of CSS-DWH 
by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change.

6 SDG India Index: Baseline Report 2018 

CONTEXT:
The NITI Aayog released the Baseline Report of the  Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) India Index, 
which comprehensively documents the progress made by India’s States and Union Territories 
towards implementing the 2030 SDG targets

ABOUT:
The SDG India Index was developed in collaboration with the Ministry of Statistics & Programme  
Implementation (MoSPI), Global Green Growth Institute and United Nations in India.

The index comprises a composite score for each State and Union Territory based on their aggregate  
performance across 13 of the 17 SDGs. The score, ranging between 0 and 100, denotes the average 
performance of the State/UT towards achieving the 13 SDGs and their respective targets.

The aim of the index is to instil competition among States to improve their performance across  
social indices as the States’ progress will determine India’s progress towards achieving the set goals 
by 2030. Using the index, States will be monitored on a real-time basis.

Highlights of the report

Overall Findings: 

Particular State UT

SDG India Index Score Range 42-69 57-68

Top Performer/s Himachal Pradesh & Kerala Chandigarh

Aspirant U  ar Pradesh Dadra & Nagar Haveli
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Classifi cation Criteria based on SDG India Index Score are as follows:

Aspirant: 0-49 
Performer: 50-64 
Front Runner: 65-99 
Achiever: 100 

Aspirant Assam, Bihar and Uttar Pradesh

Performer

Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Goa, Gujarat, Haryana, Jammu 
& Kashmir, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur,
Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Odisha, Punjab, Rajasthan, Sikkim, Telangana, 
Tripura, Uttarakhand, West Bengal, Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Dadra & Nagar 
Haveli, Daman & Diu, Delhi and Lakshadweep

Front Runner Himachal Pradesh, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Chandigarh and Puducherry

Achiever NA

According to the SDG India Index, the nation as a whole has a score of 58, showing the country has  
reached a little beyond the halfway mark in meeting the sustainable development goals adopted 
by India and 192 other nations in 2015.
The SDG Index Score for Sustainable Development Goals 2030 ranges between 42 and 69 for States  
and between 57 and 68 for UTs.
Top 3 states:  in terms of being on 
track to achieve the United Nations’ 
Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDG): Himachal Pradesh, Kerala, 
and Tamil Nadu.
Among the UTs, Chandigarh  is 
the front runner with a score of 68.
Tamil Nadu has a score 66, and is  
the top scorer on the goals to do 
with eradicating poverty and also 
providing clean and affordable 
energy.
Kerala’s top rank is attributed  
to its superior performance in 
providing good health, reducing 
hunger, achieving gender equality 
and providing quality education. 
Himachal Pradesh ranks high 
on providing clean water and 
sanitation, in reducing inequalities 
and preserving the mountain 
ecosystem.
Among the UTs, Chandigarh takes  
the lead because of its exemplary 
performance in providing clean 
water and sanitation to its people. 
It has further made good progress 
towards providing affordable and 
clean energy, generating decent 
work and economic growth, and 
providing quality education.
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The toppers in gender equality, Sikkim and Union territories Andaman and Nicobar Islands and  
Chandigarh have crossed the half way mark in reaching the goals.
Jharkhand, Odisha and Nagaland are also among the states that have a lot more ground to cover  
in the overall rankings.
Overall, the average score for the States was the worst when it came to gender equality (36), in  
creating sustainable cities and communities (39), in enabling industry, innovation, and infrastructure 
(44), and in eradicating hunger (48).

SDGs:

Agenda 2030 and the Sustainable Development Goals, adopted by all member states of the United- 
Nations in 2015, describe a universal agenda that applies to and must be implemented by all 
countries. Sound metrics and data are critical for turning the SDGs into practical tools for problem 
solving.

7 Information Fusion Centre – Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR) 

CONTEXT:
The Defence Minister formally inaugurated the Information Fusion Centre – Indian Ocean Region  
(IFC-IOR) at the Information Management and Analysis Centre (IMAC) in Gurugram on 22nd 
December 2018. 
Primary objective of IFC for Indian Ocean Region is monitoring the vast Indian Ocean Region. 

About Information Fusion Centre – Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR):

Main aim of the IFC- IOR is to strengthen maritime security in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) 
It will function as a platform where multiple friendly nations can freely exchange non-sensitive  
information from maritime domain.
IFC is based at the Indian Navy’s Information Management and Analysis Centre (IMAC) which is the  
single point centre on Indian Navy, linking all the coastal radar chains to generate a seamless real-
time picture of the nearly 7,500km coastline.

Background:

Indian Ocean Region is vital to world trade and economic prosperity of many nations as more than  
75% of the world’s maritime trade and 50% of global oil consumption passes through the IOR.
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However, maritime terrorism, piracy, human and contraband traffi cking, illegal and unregulated  
fi shing, arms running and poaching pose myriad challenges to maritime safety and security in the 
region.
Response to these challenges requires enhanced situational awareness of the maritime activities in  
the region so as to enable security agencies function effectively.
However, the scale, scope and the multi-national nature of maritime activities, make it diffi cult for  
countries to address these challenges individually. Hence, collaborative efforts between maritime 
nations in the IOR, is essential.

 Importance of Indian Ocean:

It enjoys a privileged location at the crossroads of global trade , connecting the major engines 
of the international economy in the Northern Atlantic and Asia-Pacifi c. 
Indian Ocean is also rich in natural resources . 40% of the world’s offshore oil production takes 
place in the Indian Ocean basin. Fishing in the Indian Ocean now accounts for almost 15% of the 
world’s total.
Mineral resources are equally important , with nodules containing nickel, cobalt, and iron, and 
massive sulphide deposits of manganese, copper, iron, zinc, silver, and gold present in sizeable 
quantities on the sea bed.
Indian Ocean coastal sediments  are also important sources of titanium, zirconium, tin, zinc, and 
copper.
Source of various  rare earth elements, though their extraction is not commercially feasible.

8 Second Delta Ranking 

CONTEXT:
NITI Aayog released Second Delta Ranking under the Aspirational Districts Programme. 

ABOUT:

Parameters and Data availability: 

The districts were ranked in a transparent basis on parameters across Health & Nutrition, Education,  
Agriculture & Water Resources, Financial Inclusion & Skill Development, and Basic Infrastructure 
through key performance indicators. 
The rankings were based on the data available publicly through the Champions of Change Dashboard,  
which includes data entered on a real-time basis at the district level. 
For the fi rst time, the rankings took in inputs from household survey conducted by NITI Aayog’s  
knowledge partners, namely, TATA Trusts and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF).
Virudhunagar district of Tamil Nadu was ranked as the most improved district in the Rankings. The  
ranking represented the incremental progress made by districts between June 1, 2018 and October 
31, 2018.

Most improved districts

Rank District State

1 Virudhunagar Tamil Nadu

2 Nuapada Odisha
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3 Siddharthnagar U  ar Pradesh

4 Aurangabad Bihar

5 Koraput Odisha

Districts that saw Least Improvement

Rank District State

107 Kiphire Nagaland

108 Giridih Jharkhand

109 Chatra Jharkhand

110 Hailakandi Assam

111 Pakur Jharkhand

 ‘Fast Movers’ Districts

District, State June 2018 Rank October 2018 Rank

Kupwara, Jammu and Kashmir 108 7

Ranchi, Jharkhand 106 10

Siddharthnagar, U  ar Pradesh 103 3

Jamui, Bihar 99 9

Fatehpur, U  ar Pradesh 82 25

Signifi cance of Delta ranking:

The purpose of Delta ranking is to spur sense of competition among dynamic teams in aspirational  
districts. It will also serve as tool to identify sectors and indicator specifi c challenges so that Team 
India, which is driving Transformation of Aspirational Districts programme can take immediate 
corrective measures.
The ranking takes step further and looks into specifi c aspects of Sustainable Development Goals  
(SDGs) and analyses how districts have performed across important sectors. This grouping and 
positioning will aid District Magistrates or Collectors to focus more on these sectors and improve 
their ranking in future.

Aspirational District Programme

The programme, launched in January 2018, aims to quickly and effectively transform some of  
most underdeveloped districts of the country. 

The programme envisages rapid development of selected districts on basis of composite index  
based on fi ve parameters health and nutrition, education, fi nancial inclusion, skill development, 
agriculture and water resources and basic infrastructure.

It focuses closely on improving people’s ability to participate fully in burgeoning economy. It  
seeks to bring these indicators in selected districts at par with the better performing districts 
in the country. 

Broad contours of the programme are Convergence of Central and State Schemes; Collaboration  
of Central, State level ‘Prabhari’ Offi cers and District Collectors and Competition among districts 
driven by Mass Movement or Jan Andolan.
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9 Aajeevika Grameen Express Yojana (AGEY)/ Gram Parivahan 
Yojana 

CONTEXT:

The  Ministry of Rural Development is implementing Aajeevika Grameen Express Yojana (AGEY), the 
sub-scheme under Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM). 
And clarifi ed that it does not have a scheme called Gram Parivahan Yojana.

ABOUT:

AGEY 

The scheme was launched in August, 2017and  currently being implemented in 18 States.

It aims to facilitate transport facilities in the rural areas through vehicles operated by SHG  
members and also provide job opportunities to members of Self Help Groups (SHGs) under 
DAY-NRLM. 

SHG members are then provided interest free loans by the CBOs for operating vehicles on the  
identifi ed routes based on fi nancial viability.

State Rural Livelihoods Missions (SRLMs) in consultation with Community Based Organisations  
(CBOs) under DAY – NRLM identify routes where roads have been constructed under Pradhan 
Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) but has poor transport services.

10 National Commission for Homoeopathy (NCH) Bill, 2018 

CONTEXT:

The Union Cabinet has approved the draft National Commission for Homoeopathy, Bill, 2018, which  
seeks to replace the existing regulator Central Council for Homoeopathy (CCH) with a new body to 
ensure transparency.

 ABOUT:

The draft bill provides for the constitution of a National Commission with three autonomous boards  
entrusted with conducting overall education of Homoeopathy by Homoeopathy Education Board. 

The Board of assessment and rating to assess and grant permission to educational institutions of  
Homoeopathy and Board of ethics and registration of practitioners of Homoeopathy to maintain 
National Register and ethical issues relating to practice are under the National Commission for 
Homoeopathy.

It also proposes a common entrance exam and an exit exam which all graduates will have to clear to  
get practicing licenses. Further, a teacher’s eligibility test has been proposed to assess the standard 
of teachers before appointment and promotions.

It further aims at bringing reforms in the medical education of Homoeopathy in lines with the  
National Medical Commission proposed for setting up for Allopathy system of medicine. 
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11 National Commission for Indian System of Medicine Bill, 2018 

CONTEXT:

The Cabinet approved the draft National Commission for Indian Systems of Medicine (NCIM) Bill,  
2018, which seeks to replace the existing regulator Central Council for Indian Medicine (CCIM) with 
a new body to ensure transparency.

ABOUT:

Salient features:

The draft bill is aimed at bringing reforms in the medical education of Indian medicine sector in lines  
with the National Medical Commission proposed for setting up for Allopathy system of medicine.

The draft bill provides for the constitution of a National Commission with four autonomous boards  
entrusted with conducting overall education of Ayurveda, under Board of Ayurveda and Unani, 
Siddha &Sowarigpa under Board of Unaini, Siddha and Sowarigpa. 

There are two common Boards namely, Board of assessment and rating to assess and grant permission  
to educational institutions of Indian systems of Medicine and Board of ethics and registration of 
practitioners of Indian systems of medicine to maintain National Register and ethical issues relating 
to practice under the National Commission for Indian Medicine.

It also proposes a common entrance exam and an exit exam, which all graduates will have to clear  
to get practicing licenses. Further, a teacher’s eligibility test has been proposed in the Bill to assess 
the standard of teachers before appointment and promotions.

The proposed regulatory structure will enable transparency and accountability for protecting the  
interest of the general public. 

The NCIM will promote availability of affordable healthcare services in all parts of the country. 

12 Website of Cyber Coordination Centre 

CONTEXT:

Prime Minister launched website of Cyber Coordination Centre during Conference of Director  
Generals of Police.

ABOUT:

Cyber Coordination Centre is a one stop shop on all cyber related issues, whether it is cyber crime  
or cyber security. 

It would also act as bridge between law enforcement agencies on the one hand, and academia and  
private cyber security professionals on the other. 

The Conference also focused on improving cyber security in the country and on preparing the  
Police forces to prevent and investigate cyber crimes and fi nancial frauds.

National Cyber Coordination Centre(NCCC)

It is an operational multi-stakeholder cyber security and e-surveillance agency in India. It is intended 
to screen communication metadata and co-ordinate the intelligence gathering activities of other 
agencies.
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It is implemented by Indian Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In), Union Ministry  
of Electronics and Information Technology. It derives its powers as per provisions of section 
69B of the Information Technology Act, 2000 and the Rules notifi ed thereunder.

It is India’s fi rst layer for cyber threat monitoring and all communication with government  
and private service providers is monitored by it. Its mandate is to scan internet traffi c and 
communication metadata coming into the country to detect real-time cyber threat and alert 
various organisations as well as internet service providers (ISPs) for timely action.

NCCC also coordinates between intelligence agencies, specifi cally during network intrusions  
and cyber-attacks. It has virtual contact with the control room of all ISPs to scan traffi c within 
the country, fl owing at the point of entry and exit, including international gateway. Apart from 
monitoring the Internet, the NCCC also looks into various threats posed by cyber-attacks. It has 
top experts from the cyber security fi eld and runs like similar organisation in other countries 
such as the US, the UK, France, Germany, etc.

13 Bogibeel Bridge 

CONTEXT:
The Prime Minister Narendra Modi, dedicated the Bogibeel Bridge in Assam, to the nation.  
Additionally, on the northern bank of the Brahmaputra, the Prime Minister also fl agged passenger 
train passing through the bridge.

ABOUT AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE BRIDGE:
It is a combined road and railbridge spanning the River Brahmaputra between Dibrugarh and  
Dhemaji districts of Assam is of immense economic and strategic signifi cance. It reduces distances 
between Assam and Arunachal Pradesh. It would greatly enhance “ease of living” in the region. The 
bridge has the potential to infuse economic dynamism in the region.

The bridge is 4.94 km long and is India’s longest railroad bridge. Besides providing rail connectivity,  
it will link two existing national highways—NH-37 on the south bank and NH-52 on the north 
bank.

In a comparison of all bridges across water, the Bogibeel comes in at fourth, after the  
neighbouring Dhola-Sadiya road bridge (9.15 km), the Patna-Hajipur road bridge (5.75 km), and 
the Bandra-Worli Sea Link (5.6 km).

The region has now become more accessible to the rest of the world. This could give a fi llip to  
tourism, given the region’s abundant wildlife and ideal condition for river rafting and angling.

From a strategic standpoint, movement of troops has become a much quicker, effi cient and reliable  
proposition.

Trade -  The route could now well become the centrepiece of the ambitious Act East Policy. It could 
boost trade across the region.

Infrastructure in Myanmar would need to be strengthened and the land customs station at Nampong  
in Arunachal Pradesh revived.

Importantly, the advantage of connectivity must be accompanied by an imaginative blueprint of  
economic development.

International relations : With increased intra-North-East connectivity and transnational linkages like 
trilateral highway connecting Manipur to Thailand, rail connectivity through Bangladesh between 
mainland India and Tripura etc. open up unprecedented economic opportunity in the region and 
end its isolation.



17

www.iasscore.in
PIB: 16th - 31st December, 2018

14 Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) Notifi cation 2018 

CONTEXT:

The Union Cabinet has approved the Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) Notifi cation, 2018 which was  
last reviewed and issued in 2011, with periodic amendments to some clauses. 

ABOUT:

Benefi ts: 
The proposed CRZ Notifi cation will lead to enhanced activities in the coastal regions thereby  
promoting economic growth while also respecting the conservation principles of coastal 
regions. 

It will not only result in signifi cant employment generation but also to better life and add value  
to the economy of India. The new notifi cation is expected to rejuvenate the coastal areas while 
reducing their vulnerabilities.

Salient Features: 
Allowing FSI as per current norms in CRZ areas:  As per CRZ, 2011 Notifi cation, for CRZ-II 
(Urban) areas, Floor Space Index (FSI) or the Floor Area Ratio (FAR) had been frozen as per 1991 
Development Control Regulation (DCR) levels. In the CRZ, 2018 Notifi cation, it has been decided 
to de-freeze the same and permit FSI for construction projects, as prevailing on the date of the 
new Notifi cation. This will enable redevelopment of these areas to meet the emerging needs.

Densely populated rural areas to be afforded greater opportunity for development:  For 
CRZ-III (Rural) areas, two separate categories have now been stipulated as below:

CRZ-III A - These are densely populated rural areas with a population density of 2161 per square  
kilometre as per 2011 Census. Such areas shall have a No Development Zone (NDZ) of 50 meters 
from the HTL as against 200 meters from the High Tide Line stipulated in the CRZ Notifi cation, 
2011 since such areas have similar characteristics as urban areas.



18

www.iasscore.in PIB: 16th - 31st December, 2018

CRZ-III B - Rural areas with population density of below 2161 per square kilometre as per 2011  
Census. Such areas shall continue to have an NDZ of 200 meters from the HTL.

Tourism infrastructure for basic amenities to be promoted:  Temporary tourism facilities such 
as shacks, toilet blocks, change rooms, drinking water facilities etc. have now been permitted 
in Beaches. Such temporary tourism facilities are also now permissible in the “No Development 
Zone” (NDZ) of the CRZ-III areas as per the Notifi cation. However, a minimum distance of 10 m 
from HTL should be maintained for setting up of such facilities.

CRZ Clearances streamlined:  The procedure for CRZ clearances has been streamlined. Only 
such projects/activities, which are located in the CRZ-I (Ecologically Sensitive Areas) and CRZ IV 
(area covered between Low Tide Line and 12 Nautical Miles seaward) shall be dealt with for CRZ 
clearance by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change. The powers for clearances 
with respect to CRZ-II and III have been delegated at the State level with necessary guidance.

A No Development Zone  (NDZ) of 20 meters has been stipulated for all Islands: For islands 
close to the main land coast and for all Backwater Islands in the main land, in wake of space 
limitations and unique geography of such regions, bringing uniformity in treatment of such 
regions, NDZ of 20 m has been stipulated.

All Ecologically Sensitive Areas have been accorded special importance:  Specifi c guidelines 
related to their conservation and management plans have been drawn up as a part of the CRZ 
Notifi cation.

Pollution abatement has been accorded special focus:  In order to address pollution in 
Coastal areas treatment facilities have been made permissible activities in CRZ-I B area subject 
to necessary safeguards.

Defence and strategic projects have been accorded necessary dispensation.  

BACKGROUND:

With the objective of conservation and protection of the coastal environment, Ministry of  
Environment and Forest and Climate Change notifi ed the Coastal Regulation Zone Notifi cation in 
1991, which was subsequently revised in 2011. The notifi cation was amended from time to time 
based on representations received. 

A need was felt overtime to undertake a comprehensive revision of the notifi cation on the basis of number  
of representations from various Coastal States/UTs, besides other stakeholders particularly related to the 
management and conservation of marine and coastal eco-systems, development in coastal areas, eco-
tourism, livelihood options and sustainable development of coastal communities etc. 

Therefore, the Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change constituted a Committee in June  
2014 under the Chairmanship of Dr. Shailesh Nayak (Secretary, Ministry of Earth Sciences) to examine 
the various issues and concerns of Coastal States/UTs and other stakeholders for recommending 
appropriate changes in the CRZ Notifi cation, 2011.

15 Sixth National Report on Biological Diversity 

CONTEXT:

India has submitted its sixth national report (NR6) to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD).  
The report highlights the progress it has made in achieving the 12 National Biodiversity Targets 
(NBT) set under the convention process.

India was among the fi rst fi ve countries in the world, the fi rst in Asia and among the mega diverse  
countries to have submitted NR6 to the CBD Secretariat
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ABOUT:

Highlights of the Report:

India has already achieved two targets and was on track to achieve another eight soon. The remaining  
two would be met by the stipulated time of 2020.

While the biodiversity is facing increasing pressure on account of habitat fragmentation and  
destruction, invasive alien species, pollution, climate change and over-use of resources globally, 
India is one of the few countries where forest cover is on the rise, with its forests teeming with 
wildlife.

India has done well in raising awareness about biodiversity. 

India is a megadiverse country harbouring nearly 7 to 8 per cent of globally recorded species while  
supporting 18 per cent of the global human population on a mere 2.4 per cent of the worlds land 
area. India’s is pursuing its economic development by maintaining the integrity of its natural capital 
through various programmes and strategies.

India has adopted measures for sustainable management of agriculture, fi sheries and forests, with  
a view to ensure food and nutritional security to all without destroying the natural resource base 
while ensuring intergenerational environmental equity.

India has put programmes in place to maintain genetic diversity of cultivated plants, farms livestock  
and their wild relatives, towards minimising genetic erosion and safeguarding their genetic 
diversity.

Mechanisms and enabling environment are being created for recognising and protecting the vast  
heritage of coded and oral traditional knowledge relating to biodiversity for larger human welfare 
while safeguarding the interests and rights of the local communities as creators and holders of this 
knowledge.

India is investing a huge amount on biodiversity directly or indirectly through several development  
schemes of the Central and state governments which is to the tune of Rs 70,000 crore per annum 
as against the estimated annual requirement of nearly Rs 1,09,000 crore.

12 National Biodiversity targets of India:

By 2020, a signifi cant proportion of the country’s population, especially the youth, is aware of the  
values of biodiversity and the steps they can take to conserve and use it sustainably.

By 2020, values of biodiversity are integrated into national and state planning processes, development  
programmes and poverty alleviation strategies.

Strategies for reducing the rate of degradation, fragmentation and loss of all natural habitats are  
fi nalized and actions put in place by 2020 for environmental amelioration and human well-being.

By 2020, invasive alien species and pathways are identifi ed and strategies to manage them developed  
so that populations of prioritized invasive alien species are managed.

By 2020, measures are adopted for sustainable management of agriculture, forestry and fi sheries. 

Ecologically representative areas under terrestrial and inland water, and also coastal and marine  
zones, especially those of particular importance for species, biodiversity and ecosystem services, 
are conserved effectively and equitably, based on protected area designation and management 
and other area-based conservation measures and are integrated into the wider landscapes and 
seascapes, covering over 20% of the geographic area of the country, by 2020.

By 2020, genetic diversity of cultivated plants, farm livestock, and their wild relatives, including  
other socio-economically as well as culturally valuable species, is maintained, and strategies have 
been developed and implemented for minimizing genetic erosion and safeguarding their genetic 
diversity.

By 2020, ecosystem services, especially those relating to water, human health, livelihoods and well- 
being, are enumerated and measures to safeguard them are identifi ed, taking into account the 
needs of women and local communities, particularly the poor and vulnerable sections.
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By 2015, Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefi ts Arising from  
their Utilization as per the Nagoya Protocol are operational, consistent with national legislation.

By 2020, an effective, participatory and updated national biodiversity action plan is made operational  
at different levels of governance.

By 2020, national initiatives using communities’ traditional knowledge relating to biodiversity are  
strengthened, with the view to protecting this knowledge in accordance with national legislation 
and international obligations.

By 2020, opportunities to increase the availability of fi nancial, human and technical resources to  
facilitate effective implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and the national 
targets are identifi ed and the Strategy for Resource Mobilization is adopted.

India is the hub of biodiversity. India has nearly two-thirds of the population of wild tigers in the  
world. The population of the lion has increased from 177 in 1968 to over 520 in 2015, and elephants 
from 12,000 in the 1970s to 30,000 in 2015. One-horned Indian Rhino which was on the brink of 
extinction during the early 20th century, now number 2,400. India is leading the global efforts in 
conserving biodiversity.

16 Compressed Bio Gas as Alternative Green Transport Fuel 

CONTEXT:
Government is promoting the use of Compressed Bio Gas (CBG) as an alternative green transport fuel,  
which is purifi ed and compressed biogas, produced through a process of anaerobic decomposition 
from various waste/ biomass sources including Municipal solid waste.

ABOUT:

Initiatives taken by government to promote Green Transport Fuel

In this direction, Oil PSUs have launched ‘Sustainable Alternative Towards Affordable Transportation’  
i.e. ‘SATAT’ initiative. Under this initiative, Public Sector Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs) and 
GAIL have invited Expression of interest (EOI) to procure CBG from potential entrepreneurs for 
establishment of 5000 CBG plants across the country with an estimated production of 15 MMT CBG 
per annum by 2023. 

To increase indigenous production of ethanol, the Government has taken many steps including re- 
introduction of administered price mechanism, opening  of alternate route for ethanol production, 
Regular Interaction with States, IDR Act Amendment, Interest Subvention scheme namely – “Scheme 
for augmenting and enhancing ethanol production capacity”, National Policy on Biofuels – 2018, 
Fixation of differential  price of ethanol from C heavy molasses, B heavy molasses/partial sugarcane 
juice and 100% sugarcane juice.

Government allowed Second Generation (2G) route for procurement of ethanol.   Oil PSUs have  
planned to establish 2G Ethanol bio-refi neries across the country. They have also entered into 
Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs) with State Governments and Technology Providers for 
setting up fi ve 2G ethanol bio-refi neries.  

 Government has notifi ed National Policy on Biofuels-2018 under which Department of Agriculture,  
Cooperation & Farmers Welfare under Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare has been entrusted 
with the task of production of plant materials through Nurseries and plantations for biofuels in 
coordination with other Ministries.

The production of ethanol/ alcohol in the country is approximately 310 Cr. Liters per annum. This  
also varies depending on sugarcane production. Ethanol/Alcohol is mainly used in chemical, potable 
liquor, pharma sectors and for EBP programme.
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The ethanol procured by OMCs under the EBP Programme during the last three ethanol supply  
years and the current ethanol supply year is tabulated below:

Ethanol Supply Year* Quantity Procured (in crore liters)

2014-15 67.42

2015-16 111.41

2016-17# 66.51

2017-18 150.51

Difference between Ethanol and Methanol

Ethanol is a type of alcohol which consists of 
ethyl group in its carbon skeleton.

Methanol consists of methyl group in its carbon 
bond.

In terms of acidity, ethanol is a weak acid 
compared to water.

Methanol has acidity level higher than water.

Ethanol has a strong, burning odour and gives 
out bright blue fl ame.

Methanol is vola  le and has a dis  nc  ve odour. 
It gives out bright white fl ame while burning.

Usually, ethanol is prepared by factory 
fermenta  on of food crops.

Methanol is mostly produced via synthe  c 
processes.

Ethanol is the main ingredient in alcoholic 
beverages.

Since methanol is highly toxic it is not at all suitable 
for consump  on. It is generally used in the 
produc  on of chemicals like formaldehyde, etc.

17 Export Promotion Council for MSME Sector 

CONTEXT:
Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) has recently established an Export  
Promotion Cell with an aim to create a sustainable ecosystem for entire MSME development.

ABOUT: 

Proposed Action Plan to achieve the following objectives:

Target of USD 100 billion of exports from India by 2020 

Evaluate readiness of MSMEs to export their products and services 

Recognize areas where improvements are required in order to be able to export effectively and  
effi ciently

Integration of MSMEs into Global Value Chain 

Key Benefi ts to MSME:

Simplifi cation of procedures 
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Incentives for higher production of exports 

Preferential treatments to MSMEs in the market development fund 

Simplifi cation of duty drawback rules 

Products of MSME exporters are displayed in international exhibitions free of cost. 

Export Promotion Programmes/Measure 

Export promotion councils(EPC)

EPCs are to promote exporters to earn foreign exchange from overseas. Most of the countries  
have export promotion councils in their own countries to boost overseas market of products 
manufactured in their country.

The Export Promotion Councils are non-profi table organizations, registered under the Indian  
Companies Act or the Societies Registration Act. They are supported by fi nancial assistance from 
the Government of India.

The role of the EPCs is to project country’s image abroad as a council of reliable suppliers of high  
quality goods and services. The EPCs encourage and monitor the observance of international 
standards and specifi cations by exporters. The EPCs keep abreast of the trends and opportunities 
in international markets for goods and services and assist their members in taking advantage of 
such opportunities in order to expand and diversify exports.

Some of the export promotion councils are Council for Leather exports (leather and related  
products), Engineering export promotion council (for engineering goods), Gem and jewelers 
export promotion council (for gem and jewelry), cashew export promotion council (for cashew) 
etc.

**********


