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National Rural Economic Transformation Project
CONTEXT:


The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has approved the Implementation of
an Externally Aided Project namely “National Rural Economic Transformation Project (NRETP) under
the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana – National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM) through loan
assistance (IBRD Credit) from World Bank.About:

Benefits:


The technical assistance provided by NRETP and the higher level interventions facilitated by the project
will enhance the livelihoods promotion and access to finance and scale-up initiatives on digital finance
and livelihood interventions.

Salient features:


DAY-NRLM lays special emphasis on targeting the poorest of the poor and the most vulnerable
communities and their financial inclusion.



Innovative projects will be undertaken under NRETP to pilot alternate channels of financial inclusion,
creating value chains around rural products, introduce innovative models in livelihoods promotion and
access to finance and scale-up initiatives on digital finance and livelihoods interventions.



DAY-NRLM provides for mutually beneficial working relationship and formal platforms for consultations
between Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) and Community Based Organizations (CBOs).



NRLM has also developed activity map to facilitate convergence in different areas of interventions where
NRLM institutions and PRIs could work together which has been disseminated to all state Rural Livelihood
Missions.

Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Antyodaya Yojana
! It is a new scheme of the Government to replace the National Rural Livelihood Mission (Ajeevika)
and National Urban Livelihood Mission implemented by Ministry of Rural Development and Ministry
of Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation respectively.

National Rural Livelihood Mission (NRLM)
! The UPA government had launched the National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM) or Aajeevika in
2011 by revamping the earlier Swarnajayanti Gram Swarozgar Yojana (SGSY). This scheme is currently
implemented by the Rural Development Ministry and has been renamed as Deen Dayal Antyodaya
Yojana (DAY) after integration of both NULM and NRHM by NDA Government.
! NRLM is a poverty alleviation project implemented by Ministry of Rural Development, Government
of India. This scheme is focused on promoting self-employment and organization of rural poor.
! The basic idea behind this programme is to organize the poor into SHG (Self Help Groups) groups
and make them capable for self-employment.
! In 1999 after restructuring Integrated Rural Development Programme (IRDP), Ministry of Rural
Development (MoRD) launched Swarnajayanti Grameen Swarojgar Yojana (SGSY) to focus on
promoting self-employment among rural poor. SGSY is now remodelled to form NRLM thereby
plugging the shortfalls of SGSY programme. The scheme was succeeded by Deen Dayal Antyodaya
Yojana on 25 September 2015.
! The core belief of NRLM is that the poor have innate capabilities and a strong desire to come out
of poverty. They are entrepreneurial, an essential coping mechanism to survive under conditions of
poverty. The challenge is to unleash their capabilities to generate meaningful livelihoods and enable
them to come out of poverty.
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Programme for International Students Assessment (PISA)
CONTEXT:


The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi has given ex-post facto approval
to the Agreement between India and the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development
(OECD) for participating in the Programme for International Students Assessment (PISA), which will
be conducted by the OECD in 2021. The Agreement was signed on 28th January 2019.

ABOUT:


PISA is a competency-based assessment which unlike content-based assessment, measures the
extent to which students have acquired key competencies that are essential for full participation in
modern societies.



It would lead to recognition and acceptability of Indian students and prepare them for the global
economy in the 21st century. The CBSE and the NCERT will be part of the process and activities
leading to the actual test.

Benefits:


Learning’s from participation in PISA will help to introduce competency-based examination reforms
in the school system and help move away from rote learning. The Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) and the National Council for Educational Research and Training (NCERT) will be
part of the process and activities leading to the actual test.

Salient features:


Schools run by the Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan (KVS), Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti (NVS) and
schools in the Union Territory of Chandigarh will participate.



More than 80 countries, including 44 middle-income countries including Brazil, China, Thailand,
Indonesia, Malaysia and Vietnam have participated in PISA.

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)
! It is an intergovernmental economic organisation with 36 member countries, founded in 1961
to stimulate economic progress and world trade.
! It is a forum of countries describing themselves as committed to democracy and the market
economy, providing a platform to compare policy experiences, seeking answers to common
problems, identify good practices and coordinate domestic and international policies of its
members.
! Most OECD members are high-income economies with a very high Human Development Index
(HDI) and are regarded as developed countries.

5

www.iasscore.in

PIB: 16th to 28th February, 2019

! In 1948, the OECD originated as the Organisation for European Economic Co-operation (OEEC),
led by Robert Marjolin of France, to help administer the Marshall Plan (which was rejected by
the Soviet Union and its satellite states). This would be achieved by allocating United States
financial aid and implementing economic programs for the reconstruction of Europe after
World War II.
! In 1961, the OEEC was reformed into the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development by the Convention on the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development and membership was extended to non-European states.
! The OECD’s headquarters are at the Chateau de la Muette in Paris, France. The OECD is funded
by contributions from member states at varying rates.
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National Policy on Electronics 2019
CONTEXT:


The Union Cabinet gave its approval to the National Policy on Electronics 2019 (NPE 2019), proposed
by the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY).

ABOUT:


The Policy envisions positioning India as a global hub for Electronics System Design and Manufacturing
- (ESDM) by encouraging and driving capabilities in the country for developing core components,
including chipsets, and creating an enabling environment for the industry to compete globally.

Salient Features of NPE 2019:


Provide incentives and support for manufacturing of core electronic components and
availability of skilled manpower, including re-skilling.

enhancing



Provide special package of incentives for mega projects which are extremely high-tech and entail
huge investments, such as semiconductor facilities display fabrication, etc.



Formulate suitable schemes and incentive mechanisms to encourage new units and expansion of
existing units.



Promote Industry- led R&D and innovation in all sub-sectors of electronics, including grass root level
innovations and early stage Start-ups in emerging technology areas such as 5G, loT/ Sensors, Artificial
Intelligence (Al), Machine Learning, Virtual Reality (VR), Drones, Robotics, Additive Manufacturing,
Photonics, Nano-based devices, etc.



Special thrust on Fabless Chip Design Industry, Medical Electronic Devices Industry, Automotive
Electronics Industry and Power Electronics for Mobility and Strategic Electronics Industry.



Create Sovereign Patent Fund (SPF) to promote the development and acquisition of IPs in ESDM
sector.



Promote trusted electronics value chain initiatives to improve national cyber security profile.

Major Impact:

6



The NPE 2019 when implemented will lead to formulation of several schemes, initiatives, projects, etc.,
in consultation with the concerned Ministries/ Departments, for the development of ESDM sector in
the country.



It will enable flow of investment and technology, leading to higher value addition in the domestically
manufactured electronic products, increased electronics hardware manufacturing in the country and
their export, while generating substantial employment opportunities.
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Artificial Intelligence (AI)
! Artificial Intelligence is a way of making a computer “a computer-controlled robot”, or software
performing human-like tasks.
! It refers to the ability of machines to perform cognitive tasks like thinking, perceiving, learning,
problem solving and decision making.
! There are two subsets under the umbrella term AI: Machine learning and Deep learning
! Machine Learning involves the use of algorithms to parse data and learn from it. This enables
making a determination or prediction.
! Deep learning is technique for implementing machine learning.
! The term was coined in 1956 by John Mc Carth

Augmented Reality (AR)
! Augmented reality is the integration of digital information with the user’s environment in real
time. Unlike virtual reality, which creates a totally artificial environment, augmented reality uses
the existing environment and overlays new information on top of it.
! An enhanced version of reality where live direct or indirect views of physical real-world
environments are augmented with superimposed computer-generated images over a user’s
view of the real-world, thus enhancing one’s current perception of reality.

Virtual Reality vs. Augmented Reality
! Virtual reality replaces the real world
with the artificial.

! Augmented reality enhances real life
with Artificial images and adds graphics,
sounds & smell to the natural world, as
it exists.
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! The user enters an entirely immersive
world and cut off from real world.

! The user can interact with the real
world, and the same time can see, both
the real and virtual world.

! Everything around the user is fabricated
by the system. This may display inside
a blank room, header or other device
that allows the user to feel present in
the virtual environment.

! User is not cut off from the reality.

! VR might work better for video fames
and social networking in a virtual
environment such as Second Life, or
even Play Station Home.

! AR uses device such as a Smart Phone
or wearable device. Which contains
small digital projectors which display
images on to deal world objects.

! Here the Head Mounted Displays
(HMD) & input devices block out all
the external world from the viewer
and present a view that is under the
complete control of the computer.

! These phones have GPRS which
obtains information about a particular
geographical locations which can be
overlaid with tags etc. images, videos
etc can be imposed onto this locations.

Operation Digital Board (ODB)
CONTEXT:


The Minister of Human Resource Development launched Operation Digital Board to leverage
technology in order to boost quality education in the country.

ABOUT:


Under Operation Digital Board seven lakh classrooms of 9th, 10th and 11th standards and two
lakh classrooms of colleges and Universities will be equipped with digital boards in the next three
years.



UGC will be the implementing agency for ODB in Higher Education institutions. The central
government will implement the scheme in the schools in association with state government.

Salient Features:
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ODB is a revolutionary step which will make both learning as well as the teaching process interactive
and popularize flipped learning as a pedagogical approach.



Operation Digital Board has been launched on the lines of Operation Blackboard to provide better
digital education in schools.



The initiative is aimed at improving the quality of education and offer new opportunities and new
ways of teaching and learning.



The Operation Digital Board will aid in the provisioning of personalised adaptive learning as well as
Intelligent Tutoring by exploiting emerging technologies like Machine Learning, Artificial Intelligence
& Data Analytics.
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Atmospheric Water Generator (AWG)
CONTEXT:


Navratna Defence PSU Bharat Electronics Ltd (BEL) has unveiled its new product, the Atmospheric
Water Generator (AWG), an innovative solution to meet the ever-increasing need for drinking water
worldwide at Aero India 2019.

ABOUT:


BEL’s Atmospheric Water Generator can be used to generate water straight from the humidity
present in the atmosphere.



It employs a novel technology to extract water from the humidity present in the atmosphere and
purify it. It uses heat exchange for condensing the atmospheric moisture to produce pure, safe and
clean potable water.



The AWG comes with a Mineralisation Unit, which is used to add minerals which are required to
make the water potable.



It can be used to provide drinking water in community centres and public places like health care
centres, schools, colleges, offices, railway stations, bus stands, airports, sea ports, off-shore oil rigs,
military establishments, remote field areas and remote establishments and residential complexes.

Indus Waters Treaty 1960: Present Status of Development in
India

6

CONTEXT:


Under the Indus Waters Treaty signed between India and Pakistan in 1960, all the waters of three
rivers, namely Ravi, Sutlej and Beas ( Eastern Rivers)averaging around 33 million acre feet ( MAF)
were allocated to India for exclusive use.

ABOUT:


The Indus system comprises of main Indus River, Jhelum, Chenab, Ravi, Beas and Sutlej. The basin is
mainly shared by India and Pakistan with a small share for China and Afghanistan.



Under the Indus Waters Treaty signed between India and Pakistan in 1960, The waters of Western
rivers - Indus, Jhelum, and Chenab averaging to around 135 MAF were allocated to Pakistan except
for specified domestic, non-consumptive and agricultural use permitted to India as provided in the
Treaty.



India has also been given the right to generate hydroelectricity through run of the river (RoR) projects
on the Western Rivers which, subject to specific criteria for design and operation is unrestricted.

Present status of development in India:


To utilize the waters of the Eastern Rivers which have been allocated to India for exclusive use, India
has constructed Bhakra Dam on Satluj, Pong and Pandoh Dam on Beas and Thein (Ranjitsagar) on
Ravi. These storage works, together with other works like Beas-Sutlej Link, Madhopur-Beas Link,
Indira Gandhi Nahar Project etc has helped India utilize nearly entire share (95 %) of waters of
Eastern rivers. However, about 2 MAF of water annually from Ravi is reported to be still flowing
unutilized to Pakistan below Madhopur.

9
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To stop the flow of these waters that belong to India for its utilization in India, following steps have
been taken:

 Resumption of Construction of Shahpurkandi project:
 This project will help in utilizing the waters coming out from powerhouse of Thein dam to
irrigate 37000 hectares of land in J&K and Punjab and generate 206 MW of power.
 The project was scheduled to be completed by September 2016. However, following a dispute
between the state of J&K and Punjab, the work on the project had been suspended since
30.08.2014. Consequent upon agreement reached on 8 September 2018 between J&K and
Punjab.
 The construction work has now resumed by Government of Punjab under monitoring of
Government of India.

 Construction of Ujh multipurpose project:
 This project will create a storage of about 781 million cu m of water on river Ujh , a tributary of
Ravi for irrigation and power generation in India itself and provide a total irrigation benefits
of 31,380 ha in Kathua, Hiranagar and Samba district of J&K apart from providing water for the
district Kathua of J&K.
 The DPR of the project has been technically approved for the total estimated cost of Rs.5850
crore (July, 2017).
 This project is a National Project and the Central Assistance of Rs. 4892.47 crore on works portion
of irrigation component as well as the special grant is under consideration. The implementation
of the project will be 6 years from beginning of the implementation.

 The 2nd Ravi Beas link below Ujh:
 This project is being planned to tap excess water flowing down to Pakistan through river Ravi,
even after construction of Thein Dam, by constructing a barrage across river Ravi for diverting
water through a tunnel link to Beas basin.
 The project is expected to utilize about 0.58 MAF of surplus waters below Ujh dam by diverting
the same to Beas basin for benefits of other co-basin states. Government of India declared this
project as National Project.


The above three projects will help India to utilize its entire share of waters given under the Indus
Waters Treaty 1960.

Run-of-river hydroelectricity (ROR) or run-of-the-river hydroelectricity
! It is a type of hydroelectric generation plant whereby little or no water storage is provided.
! Run-of-the-river power plants may have no water storage at all or a limited amount of storage,
in which case the storage reservoir is referred to as pondage.
! A plant without pondage is subject to seasonal river flows, thus the plant will operate as an
intermittent energy source.
! Conventional hydro uses reservoirs, which regulate water for flood control and dispatchable
electrical power.
! ROR hydroelectricity is considered ideal for streams or rivers that can sustain a minimum flow
or those regulated by a lake or reservoir upstream.
! A small dam is usually built to create a head pond ensuring that there is enough water entering
the penstock pipes that lead to the turbines which are at a lower elevation.
! Projects with pondage, as opposed to those without pondage, can store water for daily load
demands. In general, projects divert some or most of a river’s flow (up to 95% of mean annual
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discharge) through a pipe and/or tunnel leading to electricity-generating turbines, then return
the water back to the river downstream.
! ROR projects are dramatically different in design and appearance from conventional hydroelectric
projects. Traditional hydro dams store enormous quantities of water in reservoirs, sometimes
flooding large tracts of land. In contrast, run-of-river projects do not have the disadvantages
associated with reservoirs, which is why they have less environmental impact.

7

Super-Efficient Air Conditioning programme
CONTEXT:


Energy Efficiency Services Limited (EESL), a joint venture of four National Public Sector Enterprises
under Ministry of Power, Government of India, launched its Super-Efficient Air Conditioning
Programme for residential and institutional consumers in the BSES area.

ABOUT:


These Super-Efficient Air Conditioners are 40 percent more efficient , but priced comparably with,
the 3-star ACs currently available in the market (ISEER 3.8). EESL is working towards making this
programme and its benefits available to all consumers across the nation with the other DISCOMs
likely to partner with EESL in future.



Besides promoting energy efficiency, the Super-Efficient AC programme will also help to reduce the
peak power demand in South and West Delhi by 22MW, enabling the two organisations to harness
synergies to promote energy security and sustainability.



The programme directly addresses the prospect of the nearly four-fold increase in energy
consumption from buildings and cooling appliances in India by 2032, while also addressing goals
of India’s Cooling Action Plan and Hydrochlorofluro carbons Phase out Management Plan, enabling
achievement of India’s targets under the Kigali and Paris Agreements.



EESL’s investment in the programme is partially supported by a grant from the Global Environment
Facility (GEF), an independent financing mechanism that was established on the eve of the 1992 Rio
Earth Summit to address global environmental issues.

11
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Global Environment Facility (GEF)
! It was established on the eve of the 1992 Rio Earth Summit to help tackle our planet’s most
pressing environmental problems.
! The GEF unites 183 countries in partnership with international institutions, civil society
organizations (CSOs), and the private sector to address global environmental issues while
supporting national sustainable development initiatives.
! An independently operating financial organization, the GEF provides grants for projects related
to biodiversity, climate change, international waters, land degradation, the ozone layer, persistent
organic pollutants (POPs), mercury, sustainable forest management, food security, sustainable
cities.

8

PM-KISAN Scheme
CONTEXT:


The Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi Yojana (PM-KISAN) was announced in the interim Budget
2019-20 on February 1, 2019.

About:


Under the Scheme, Rs 6,000 will be given per year to small and marginal farmer families having
combined land holding/ownership of upto 2 hectares.



The amount will be given in three instalments of Rs.2000 each.



The amount will be transferred directly to the bank account of beneficiaries through Direct Benefit
Transfer. DBT will ensure transparency in the entire process and will save time for the farmers.



The Scheme was introduced to augment the income of the Small and Marginal Farmers (SMFs). It is
estimated to benefit more than 12 crore small and marginal farmers.



The PM-KISAN scheme aims to supplement the financial needs of the SMFs in procuring various
inputs to ensure proper crop health and appropriate yields, commensurate with the anticipated
farm income at the end of the each crop cycle. This would also protect them from falling in the
clutches of moneylenders for meeting such expenses and ensure their continuance in the farming
activities.



PM KISAN is a central sector scheme with 100% funding from Government of India. The Scheme
becomes effective from 1.12.2018 for transfer of benefit to eligible beneficiaries.



State Government and UT Administration will identify the farmer families which are eligible for
support as per scheme guidelines.



PM KISAN is a revolutionary scheme which aims to transform the lives of small and marginal farmers
in India, by providing them assured monetary support in three instalments every year. The scheme
implemented through DBT, will transfer the amount directly to the bank account of the beneficiary,
thereby eliminating middlemen and corruption. As against the onetime loan waivers, PM KISAN is
truly an empowering project designed for ensuring dignified life for small scale farmers. In the long
run, the scheme is expected to address farmer migration and improve crop intensity.

Rythu Bandhu scheme
! Farmers’ Investment Support Scheme (FISS) is a welfare program to support farmer’s investment
for two crops a year by the Government of Telangana.
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! The government is providing 58.33 lakh farmers, ₹4000 per acre per season to support the
farm investment, twice a year, for rabi and kharif seasons.
! This is a first direct farmer investment support scheme in India, where the cash is paid
directly.
! The scheme offers a financial help of ₹8,000 per year to each farmer (two crops). There is no
cap on the number of acres, and most of the farmers are small and marginal. The total farming
land is 1.43 crore acres and the number of farmers in the state stood at 58.33 lakh. Around 55%
of population in Telangana make a living from agriculture.

KALIA scheme
! It is a package for farmer’s welfare. KALIA stands for “Krushak Assistance for Livelihood and
Income Augmentation”. This scheme has been launched by Odisha Government to accelerate
Agricultural Prosperity and reduce poverty in the State.
! Small and marginal farmers, landless Agricultural household, vulnerable Agricultural household,
landless Agricultural labourers and sharecroppers (Actual cultivators) all growth is eligible under
different components of scheme. Total of 50 lakh families will be covered under the scheme
! Financial assistance of Rs.25,000/- per farm family over five seasons will be provided to small
and marginal farmers so that farmers can purchase inputs like seeds, fertilizers, pesticides
and use assistance towards labour and other investments. This scheme is implemented from
current Rabi Season 2018-19 onwards.
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Quick Reaction Surface-to-Air Missile (QRSAM)
CONTEXT:


The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) test-fired two missiles from a test
facility at Chandipur in Balasore district.

ABOUT:
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Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) successfully test fired indigenously
developed Quick Reach Surface-to-Air missiles (QRSAM) from ITR Chandipur, off the Odisha Coast.
The two missiles were tested for different altitude and conditions. The test flights successfully
demonstrated the robust Control, Aerodynamics, Propulsion, Structural performance and high
manoeuvring capabilities thus proving the design configuration.



The first test firing of the Quick Reaction Surface-to-Air Missile took place on June 4, 2017 and this
was followed by the second successful test on July 3.



The missiles were fired from a canister mounted on a rotatable truck-based launch unit.



QRSAM uses solid-fuel propellant and has a range of 25-30 km, is capable of killing aerial targets,
tanks and bunkers.



The missile is an all-weather, all-terrain missile with electronic counter measures against jamming
by aircraft radars.
Missile

Type, Details

From To

Range

Agni VI

ICBM, 4 stage

Surface to
Surface

K4

SLBM
(Submarine
launched
ballistic missile)

Nirbhay

Weight
(I Ton =
1000 kg)

Warhead

Status

12000 Km

70 T

3T

Development
stage

Under water
to surface

3500 Km

17 T

2T

In Development

Stealth,
subsonic, Cruise

Land, Naval,
Air

1000 Km

IT

100 Kg

In Production
stage

Dhanush

Naval variant of
Prithvi II

Sea to Sea/
Surface

350 Km

4.6 T

05 T

In service

Prithvi II

SRBM

Surface to
Surface

350 Km

4.6 T

05 T

In service

Prithvi III

SRBM

Surface to
Surface

600 Km

5.6 T

05 T

In service

Agni 1

MRBM, Single
Stage

Surface to
Surface

1250 Km

12 T

IT

In service

Agni II

IRBM, Two
Stage

Surface to
Surface

3000 Km

16 T

IT

In service

Sagarika (K15)

SLBM

Under water
to surface

700 Km

6T

IT

In service

Shaurya

Hypersonic,
Canister
launched

Surface to
Surface

700-1900

6.2 T

1T

In service

Agni V

ICBM, 3 stage

Surface to
Surface

8000 Km

50 T

1.5 T

In service
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Astra

Beyond visual
range

Air to Air

80 Km

154 Kg

15 Kg

In service

Agni IV

IRBM, Two Stage

Surface to
Surface

4000 Km

17 T

2T

In service

Agni III

IRBM, Two Stage

Surface to
Surface

5000 Km

22 T

25 T

In service

Prahaar

Quick reaction
Omnidirectional
warhead

Surface to
surface

150 Km

1280 Kg

200 Kg

Brahmos

Cruise missile

Land, Naval,
Air

300 Km

3T

200 Kg

In service

Akash

Short Range

Surface to air

30 Km

720 Kg

60 Kg

In service

Nag

Fire and forget,
anti tank, guided

Surface to
surface. Air to
surface

4 Km

42 Kg

8 Kg

In service

Barak S

5RSAM, Ship
Defense

Ship to air,
Ship to
surface

90 Km

275 Kg

60 Kg

In service, fitted
on Kolkata class
destroyers

Barak 1

SRSAM, (short
range surface to
air missile), Ship
Defense

Ship to air,
Ship to
surface

12 Km

98 Kg

22 kg

In service, fitted
on Shivalik class
frigates

Prithvi 1

SRBM

Surface to
Surface

150 Km

4.4 Ton

1 Ton

Not in service

Trishul

Short range for
Navy

Surface to air

9 Km

130 Kg

5 Kg

Not in service

Advanced Air
Defence

Endoatmospheric
Anti- ballistic
missile

Surface to air

30-150 Km

Tested
Successfully

Prithvi Air
Defence

Exo-atmospheric
Anti- ballistic
missile

Surface to air

300-2000

Tested

km

Successfully

In
service

Joint Military Exercise Sampriti – 2019
CONTEXT:


As part of the ongoing India-Bangladesh defence cooperation, a joint military exercise Sampriti2019 will be conducted at Tangail, Bangladesh from 02 March to 15 March 2019.

ABOUT:


Exercise Sampriti-2019 is an important bilateral defence cooperation endeavour between India and
Bangladesh and this will be the eighth edition of the exercise which is hosted alternately by both
countries.



The exercise is aimed to strengthen and broaden the aspects of interoperability and cooperation
between the Indian and Bangladesh Armies. The exercise will involve tactical level operations in a
counter insurgency and counter terrorism environment under the UN mandate.



In addition to understanding each other in tactical level operations, emphasis will also be laid
for greater cultural understanding to strengthen military trust and cooperation between the two
nations.
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Inland Waterways authority of India ( IWAI) and Indian Oil (IOCL)
Sign MoU on Fuel Needs for National Waterways

11

CONTEXT:


Inland Waterways Authority of India (IWAI) and Indian Oil Corporation Limited (IOCL) signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for jointly developing infrastructure for fuels, lubricating oil, LPG,
Natural Gas and any other related fuel and gas for meeting the requirement of National Waterways.

ABOUT:


The MoU will provide for an understanding over general modalities of mutual cooperation leading to
addressing futuristic demand of any form of energy for Inland Waterways and associated services.



It also covers development of infrastructure for receipt, storage, dispensing and supply of fuels, lubricating
oils, Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) (for domestic & commercial use), Natural Gas (NG) and any other
related fuel and gas. In addition to this the MoU will also cover infrastructure development for setting
up Consumer Pump (for supplying fuels to vehicles, locomotives, machinery & equipments etc.) and
Retail Outlets (for fuel & gas) at Terminals/ Multimodal terminals. This will further lead to development of
business activities along the National Waterways.



IWAI and IOCL have agreed to conduct techno-economic feasibility studies for preparation of detailed
land requirement, storage facilities and other supporting infrastructure with details of the cost. These
studies will be based on the traffic potential, proximity to the local industries and waterways and its
connectivity to rail heads.



IWAI will extend all necessary assistance in sharing information, providing necessary inputs and available
data/information relating to National Waterways and its terminals with IOCL for implementing projects.



IWAI will also provide land to IOCL on long term lease basis for developing facilities at existing terminals
within the approved guidelines of land lease policy of the Government.



As per National Waterways Act 2016, 106 new National waterways have been declared in addition to
existing 5 National Waterways. The development of new National Waterways is being taken up in a
phased manner based on the feasibility reports and DPRs. Also, the capacity augmentation of NW-1
has been taken up under Jal Marg Vikas Project (JMVP) with the technical and financial assistance of the
World Bank.



Under the JMVP, multimodal terminals are being developed at Haldia, Sahibganj, Varanasi and Intermodal
terminals are being developed at Ghazipur and Kalughat. Also, Least Assured Depth (LAD) will be provided
between Haldia and Varanasi for safe navigation of vessels.

Inland Waterways Authority of India (IWAI)
! India has an extensive network of inland waterways in the form of rivers, canals, backwaters and
creeks.
! The total navigable length is 14,500 km, out of which about 5200 km of the river and 4000 km of
canals can be used by mechanised crafts.
! Freight transportation by waterways is highly under-utilised in India compared to other large
countries and geographic areas like the United States, China and the European Union.
! The total cargo moved (in tonne kilometres) by the inland waterway is just 0.1% of the total
inland traffic in India, compared to the 21% figure for United States.
! Cargo transportation in an organised manner is confined to a few waterways in Goa, West Bengal,
Assam, and Kerala.
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! Inland Waterways Authority of India (IWAI) is the statutory authority in charge of the waterways
in India. Its headquarters is located in Noida, UP.
! It does the function of building the necessary infrastructure in these waterways, surveying the
economic feasibility of new projects and also administration.
! On 31st August 2018, IWAI made 13 standardised state-of-art design public for the transportation
of cargo and passengers keeping in mind Ganges complex river morphology, hydraulics, acute
bends, currents etc. in National Waterway - 1. The first implementation will be between VaranasiHaldia stretch in assistance and investment from World Bank.

The Scheme for Higher Education Youth in Apprenticeship and
Skills (SHREYAS)

12

CONTEXT:


The Minister for Human Resources Development launched the Scheme for Higher Education Youth
in Apprenticeship and Skills (SHREYAS) for providing industry apprenticeship opportunities to the
general graduates exiting in April 2019 through the National Apprenticeship Promotional Scheme
(NAPS).

ABOUT:


The program aims to enhance the employability of Indian youth by providing ‘on the job work
exposure’ and earning of stipend.



SHREYAS focussed towards students primarily from non-technical courses will introduce employable
skills into their learning, promote apprenticeship as integral to education and also amalgamate
employment facilitating efforts of the government into the education system.



It will provide a platform wherein educational institutions and industry would log in and provide
their respective demand and supply of apprenticeship.



It is a major effort in the direction to make degree students more skilled, capable, and employable
and aligned to the needs of our economy so that they contribute to country’s progress and also
obtain gainful employment.

Objective:


To improve employability of students by introducing employment relevance.



To forge a close functional link between education and industry.



To provide skills to the students in a dynamic manner.



To establish an ‘earn while you learn’ system into higher education.



To help industry in securing good quality manpower.



To link student community with employment facilitating efforts of the Government.

National Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme (NAPS)
! NAPS is implemented by Director General of Training (DGT) under the aegis of Union Ministry
of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship (MSDE).
! Under it, central government for the first time will provide financial incentives to the employers
to engage actively in apprenticeship training.
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! Central Government will also directly share 25% of the total stipend (maximum of 1,500 rupees
per month per apprentice) payable to an apprentice with employers.
! In addition, it will support basic training which is considered an essential component of
apprenticeship training.
! The Central Government will bear the 50% of the total expenditure incurred on providing basic
training to an apprentice.
! All transactions including registration by employers, apprentices, registration of contract and
payment to employers will be made in online mode.
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National Policy on Software Products – 2019
CONTEXT:


The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister has approved the National Policy on Software
Products - 2019 to develop India as a Software Product Nation.

ABOUT:


The Software product ecosystem is characterized by innovations, Intellectual Property (IP) creation
and large value addition increase in productivity, which has the potential to significantly boost
revenues and exports in the sector, create substantive employment and entrepreneurial opportunities
in emerging technologies and leverage opportunities available under the Digital India Programme,
thus, leading to a boost in inclusive and sustainable growth.

Implementation Strategy and Targets:


The Policy will lead to the formulation of several schemes, initiatives, projects and measures for the
development of Software products sector in the country as per the roadmap envisaged therein.



To achieve the vision of NPSP-2019, the Policy has the following five Missions:
 To promote the creation of a sustainable Indian software product industry, driven by intellectual
property (IP), leading to a ten-fold increase in India share of the Global Software product market
by 2025.
 To nurture 10,000 technology start-ups in software product industry, including 1000 such
technology start-ups in Tier-II and Tier-III towns & cities and generating direct and in-direct
employment for 3.5 million people by 2025.
 To create a talent pool for software product industry through (i) up-skilling of 1,000,000 IT
professionals, (ii) motivating 100,000 school and college students and (iii) generating 10,000
specialized professionals that can provide leadership.
 To build a cluster-based innovation driven ecosystem by developing 20 sectoral and strategically
located software product development clusters having integrated ICT infrastructure, marketing,
incubation, R&D/test beds and mentoring support.
 In order to evolve and monitor scheme & programmes for the implementation of this policy,
National Software Products Mission will be set up with participation from Government, Academia
and Industry.

BACKGROUND:
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The Indian IT Industry has predominantly been a service Industry. However, a need has been felt to
move up the value chain through technology oriented products and services.
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To create a robust software product ecosystem the Government has approved the National Policy
on Software Products - 2019, which aims to develop India as the global software product hub,
driven by innovation, improved commercialisation, sustainable Intellectual Property (IP), promoting
technology start-ups and specialized skill sets.



Further, the Policy aims to align with other Government initiatives such as Start-up India, Make in
India and Digital India, Skill India etc so as to create Indian Software products Industry of USD ~7080 billion with direct & indirect employment of ~3.5 million by 2025.
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Amendment to the Special Economic Zones Act, 2005
CONTEXT:


The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister has approved promulgation of an Ordinance to
amend the definition of “person”, as defined in sub-section (v) of section 2 of the Special Economic
Zones Act, 2005 (28 of 2005) to include a trust, to enable the setting up of a unit in a Special
Economic Zone by a trust, as also to provide flexibility to the Central Government to include in this
definition of a person, any entity that the Central Government may notify from time to time.

Impact:


The present provision of the SEZs Act, 2005 do not permit ‘trusts’ to set up units in SEZs. The
amendment will enable a trust to be considered for grant of permission to set up a unit in SEZs.



The amendment will also provide flexibility to the Central Government to include in this definition
of a person, any entity that the Central Government may notify from time to time.



This will facilitate investments in Special Economic Zones.

Special Economic Zone (SEZ):
! Special Economic Zone (SEZ) is a specifically delineated duty free enclave and shall be deemed
to be foreign territory for the purposes of trade operations and duties and tariffs in India.
! Within SEZs, units may be set-up for the manufacture of goods and other activities, including
rocessing, assembling, trading, repairing, reconditioning, making of gold/silver, platinum
jewellery, etc.
! As per law, SEZ units are deemed to be outside the customs territory of India. Goods and
services coming into SEZs from the domestic tariff area or DTA are treated as exports from
India and goods and services rendered from the SEZ to the DTA are treated as imports into
India.
! Today, there are approximately 3,000 SEZs operating in 120 countries, which account for over
US$ 600 billion in exports and about 50 million jobs. By offering privileged terms, SEZs attract
investment and foreign exchange, spur employment and boost the development of improved
technologies and infrastructure.
! India was one of the first in Asia to recognize the effectiveness of the Export Processing Zone
(EPZ) model in promoting exports, with Asia’s first EPZ set up in Kandla in 1965. With a view
to overcome the shortcomings experienced on account of the multiplicity of controls and
clearances; absence of world-class infrastructure, and an unstable fiscal regime and with a view
to attract larger foreign investments in India, the Special Economic Zones (SEZs) Policy was
announced in April 2000.
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! This policy intended to make SEZs an engine for economic growth supported by quality
infrastructure complemented by an attractive fiscal package, both at the Centre and the State
level, with the minimum possible regulations.
! The Special Economic Zone Act, 2005 came into force with effect from 2006. The SEZs Rules,
inter-alia, provide for drastic simplification of procedures and for single window clearance on
matters relating to central as well as state governments.

15

National Mineral Policy, 2019
CONTEXT:


The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister has approved National Mineral Policy 2019.

ABOUT:
 The aim of National Mineral Policy 2019 is to have a more effective, meaningful and
implementable policy that brings in further transparency, better regulation and enforcement,
balanced social and economic growth as well as sustainable mining practices.

Benefits:


The New National Mineral Policy will ensure more effective regulation. It will lead to sustainable
mining sector development in future while addressing the issues of project affected persons
especially those residing in tribal areas

Details:
The National Mineral Policy 2019 includes provisions which will give boost to mining sector such as
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Encouraging the private sector to take up exploration,



Encouragement of merger and acquisition of mining entities and



Transfer of mining leases and creation of dedicated mineral corridors to boost private sector mining
areas.



The 2019 Policy proposes to grant status of industry to mining activity to boost financing of mining
for private sector and for acquisitions of mineral assets in other countries by private sector



It also mentions that Long term import export policy for mineral will help private sector in better
planning and stability in business



The Policy also mentions rationalize reserved areas given to PSUs which have not been used and to
put these areas to auction, which will give more opportunity to private sector for participation



The Policy also mentions to make efforts to harmonize taxes, levies & royalty with world benchmarks
to help private sector



Among the changes introduced in the National Mineral Policy, 2019 include the focus on make in
India initiative and Gender sensitivity in terms of the vision. In so far as the regulation in Minerals
is concerned, E-Governance, IT enabled systems, awareness and Information campaigns have been
incorporated.



Regarding the role of state in mineral development online public portal with provision for generating
triggers at higher level in the event of delay of clearances has been put in place. NMP 2019 aims
to attract private investment through incentives while the efforts would be made to maintain a
database of mineral resources and tenements under mining tenement systems.
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The new policy focuses on use coastal waterways and inland shipping for evacuation and
transportation of minerals and encourages dedicated mineral corridors to facilitate the transportation
of minerals.



The utilization of the district mineral fund for equitable development of project affected persons
and areas. NMP 2019 proposes a long term export import policy for the mineral sector to provide
stability and as an incentive for investing in large scale commercial mining activity.



The 2019 Policy also introduces the concept of Inter-Generational Equity that deals with the wellbeing not only of the present generation but also of the generations to come and also proposes
to constitute an inter-ministerial body to institutionalize the mechanism for ensuring sustainable
development in mining.



National Mineral Policy 2019 replaces the extant National Mineral Policy 2008 (“NMP 2008”) which
was announced in year 2008.
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The New Delhi International Arbitration Centre Ordinance, 2019
CONTEXT:


The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister has approved promulgation of an Ordinance for
establishing the New Delhi International Arbitration Centre (NDIAC) for the purpose of creating an
independent and autonomous regime for institutionalised arbitration.

ABOUT:


The NDAIC shall be established with an aim to:
 To bring targeted reforms to develop itself as a flagship institution for conducting
international and domestic arbitration.
 Provide facilities and administrative assistance for conciliation mediation and arbitral
proceedings;
 Maintain panels of accredited arbitrators, conciliators and mediators both at national and
international level or specialists such as surveyors and investigators;
 Facilitate conducting of international and domestic arbitrations and conciliation in the most
professional manner;
 Provide cost effective and timely services for the conduct of arbitrations and conciliations at
Domestic and International level;
 Promote studies in the field of alternative dispute resolution and related matters, and to promote
reforms in the system of settlement of disputes; and
 Co-operate with other societies, institutions and organisations, national or international for
promoting alternative dispute resolution.



In order to facilitate the setting up of NDIAC, the Ordinance envisages the transfer and vesting of
the undertakings of the ICADR in the central government. The central government will subsequently
vest the undertakings in NDIAC.

Benefits:


The benefits of institutionalized arbitration will accrue to Government and its agency and to the
parties to a dispute.



This shall be to the advantage of the public and the public institutions in terms of quality of expertise
and costs incurred and will facilitate India becoming a hub for Institutional Arbitration.

21

www.iasscore.in

PIB: 16th to 28th February, 2019

Salient Features:


New Delhi International Arbitration Centre (NDIAC) will be headed by a chairperson who has been
a Judge of the Supreme Court or a Judge of a High Court or an eminent person, having special
knowledge and experience in the conduct or administration of arbitration law or management, to
be appointed by the Central Government in consultation with the Chief Justice of India.



There will be two Full time or Part time Members from amongst eminent persons having substantial
knowledge and experience in institutional arbitration, both domestic and international.



Also, one representative of a recognised body of commerce and industry shall be chosen on
rotational basis as Part time Member.



Secretary, Department of Legal Affairs, Financial Adviser nominated by the Department of
Expenditure and Chief Executive Officer, NDIAC shall be ex-officio Members.
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FAME India Phase II
CONTEXT:


The Union cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister has approved the proposal for implementation of
scheme titled ‘Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of Electric Vehicles in India Phase II (FAME India
Phase II)’ for promotion of Electric Mobility in the country.

ABOUT:


The scheme with total outlay of Rs 10000 crore over the period of three years will be implemented
with effect from 1st April 2019. This scheme is the expanded version of the present scheme titled
‘FAME India1 which was launched on 1st April 2015, with total outlay of Rs. 895 crore.

Impact:


The main objective of the scheme is to encourage faster adoption of Electric and hybrid vehicle by
way of offering upfront Incentive on purchase of Electric vehicles and also by way of establishing a
necessary charging Infrastructure for electric vehicles.



The scheme will help in addressing the issue of environmental pollution and fuel security.

Details:

22



Emphasis is on electrification of the public transportation that includes shared transport.



Demand Incentives on operational expenditure mode for electric buses will be delivered through
State/city transport corporation (STUs).



In 3W and 4W segment incentives will be applicable mainly to vehicles used for public transport or
registered for commercial purposes.



In the e-2Ws segment, the focus will be on the private vehicles.



Through the scheme, it is planned to support 10 Lakh e-2W, 5 Lakh e-3W, 55000 4Ws and 7000
Buses.



To encourage advance technologies, the benefits of incentives, will be extended to only those
vehicles which are fitted with advance battery like a Lithium Ion battery and other new technology
batteries.



The scheme proposes for establishment of charging infrastructure, whereby about 2700 charging
stations will be established in metros, other million plus cities, smart cities and cities of Hilly states
across the country so that there will be availability of at least one charging station in a grid of 3 km
x 3 km.
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Pradhan Mantri JI-VAN Yojana
CONTEXT:


The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by Hon’ble Prime Minister has approved
the “Pradhan Mantri JI-VAN (Jaiv Indhan- Vatavaran Anukool fasal awashesh Nivaran) Yojana” for
providing financial support to Integrated Bio ethanol Projects using lignocellulosic biomass and
other renewable feedstock.

ABOUT:


The scheme focuses to incentivise 2G Ethanol sector and support this nascent industry by creating
a suitable ecosystem for setting up commercial projects and increasing Research & Development
in this area.

Salient Features:


Apart from supplementing the targets envisaged by the Government under EBP programme, the
scheme will also have the following benefits:
 Meeting Government of India vision of reducing import dependence by way of substituting
fossil fuels with Bio fuels.
 Achieving the GHG emissions reduction targets through progressive blending/ substitution of
fossil fuels.
 Addressing environment concerns caused due to burning of biomass/ crop residues & improves
health of citizens.
 Improving farmer income by providing them remunerative income for their otherwise waste
agriculture residues.
 Creating rural & urban employment opportunities in 2G Ethanol projects and Biomass supply chain.
 Contributing to Swacch Bharat Mission by supporting the aggregation of non-food bio fuel
feedstock’s such as waste biomass and urban waste.
 Indigenizing of Second Generation Biomass to Ethanol technologies.



The ethanol produced by the scheme beneficiaries will be mandatorily supplied to Oil Marketing
Companies (OMCs) to further enhance the blending percentage under EBP Programme.



Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas has targeted to achieve 10% blending percentage of Ethanol in
petrol by 2022. Despite efforts of the Government such as higher ethanol prices and simplification
of ethanol purchase system, the highest ever ethanol procurement stands around 150 crore litres
during Ethanol supply year 2017-18 which is sufficient for around 4.22% blending on Pan India
basis. Therefore, an alternate route viz. Second Generation (2G) Ethanol from biomass and other
wastes is being explored by MoP & NG to bridge the supply gap for EBP programme. In this
direction, “Pradhan Mantri JI-VAN Yojana” is being launched as a tool to create 2G Ethanol capacity
in the country and attract investments in this new sector.

Background:
! Government of India launched Ethanol Blended Petrol (EBP) programme in 2003 for undertaking
blending of ethanol in Petrol to address environmental concerns due to fossil fuel burning,
provide remuneration to farmers, subsidize crude imports and achieve forex savings.
! Presently, EBP is being run in 21 States and 4 UTs of the country.
! Under EBP programme, OMCs are to blend upto 10% of ethanol in Petrol.
! The present policy allows procurement of ethanol produced from molasses and non-food feed
stock like celluloses and lignocelluloses material including petrochemical route
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