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GS PAPER -  I 
 

Paper 1 Topic: Indian culture will  cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture from 
ancient to modern times. 

1. KHIRKI MOSQUE 

¶ Context: The Archaeological Survey of India (Delhi Circle) of Ministry of 
Culture has discovered a hoard of 254 Copper Coins in the premises of Khirki 
Mosque during the course of conservation of the monument. 

¶ This mosque lies on the southern periphery of the village Khirki. The mosque 
was built by Khan-i-Jahan Junan Shah, the Prime Minister of Firoz Shah 
Tughluq (1351-88), and is believed to be one of the seven mosques built by 
him. 

 

2. HINDI DIWAS 2018  

¶ Context: National Hindi Divas or Hindi Day is observed every year on 
September 14 in India to promote Hindi as Matra Bhasha (mother 
tongue) of India. The day is a celebration of the Hindi language and 
its cultural heritage and values among the people of the country and 
abroad. 

Why do we celebrate National Hindi Diwas? 

¶ The Constituent assembly of India adopted Hindi as the official 
language of the country on September 14, 1949 under Article 343. It started being observed as Hindi Day after 
stalwarts like Beohar Rajendra Simha, Hazari Prasad Dwivedi, Kaka Kalelkar, Maithili Sharan Gupt and Seth 
Govind Das lobbied hard for the cause. 

¶ Hindi language is spoken by as many as 250 million people as the original language and it is the fourth language 
of the world. 

 

3. SWADESH DARSHAN SCHEME 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims and Mains: Key features and 
significance of the scheme, various circuits 
covered. 

¶ Context: Two coastal tourism projects taken up 
under Swadesh Darshan scheme were recently 
inaugurated by the Vice- President. 

¶ The first circuit includes beautification of Nellore 
tank and Pulicat Lake, facelift to Nelapattu Bird 
Sanctuary, construction of a restaurant and 
development of Ubbala Madugu, Kotha Koduru, 
Mypadu, Rama Theertham, and Isukapalli 
project. 

¶ The second coastal tourism circuit is aimed at developing Kakinada port, Hope Island, Coringa Wildlife 
Sanctuary, construction of cottages and wooden huts at Passarlapudi, Aduru and S Yanam and development 
of Kotipalli project. 
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About Swadesh Darshan Scheme: 

¶ The Tourism Ministry had launched Ψ{ǿŀŘŜǎƘ 5ŀǊǎƘŀƴΩ scheme with an objective to develop theme-based 
tourist circuits in the country. These tourist circuits will be developed on the principles of high tourist value, 
competitiveness and sustainability in an integrated manner. 

Features of Swadesh Darshan Scheme: 

¶ The scheme is 100% centrally funded for the project components undertaken for public funding. 

¶ To leverage the voluntary funding available for Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) initiatives of Central 
Public Sector Undertakings and corporate sector. 

¶ Funding of individual project will vary from state to state and will be finalised on the basis of detailed project 
reports prepared by PMC (Programme Management Consultant). 

¶ A National Steering Committee (NSC) will be constituted with Minister in charge of M/O Tourism as Chairman, 
to steer the mission objectives and vision of the scheme. 

¶ A Mission Directorate headed by the Member Secretary, NSC as a nodal officer will help in identification of 
projects in consultation with the States/ UTs governments and other stake holders. 

¶ PMC will  be a national level consultant to be appointed by the Mission Directorate. 
Sources: the hindu. 

 

Paper 1 Topic: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until  the present- 

significant events, personalities, issues. 

1. DAKSHINA BHARAT HINDI PRACHAR SABHA 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims and Mains: About the Sabha, its objectives, significance. 

¶ Context: The President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind, inaugurated the centenary celebrations of the Dakshina 
Bharat Hindi Prachar Sabha on September 22, 2018. 

About Dakshina Bharat Hindi Prachar Sabha: 

¶ The organisation was established by Annie Besant in 1918 with support from Mahatma Gandhi, who became 
the founder president of the Sabha, who held the post till  his death. 

¶ In 1964, the institution was recognised by the Indian Government as one of the Institutes of National 
Importance. 

¶ It was established to propagate the study of Hindi in the then Madras Presidency and princely states of 
Banganapalle, Cochin, Hyderabad, Mysore, Pudukkottai, Sanduru and Travancore. 

¶ The first Hindi class was taken by DŀƴŘƘƛΩǎ son Devdas Gandhi. 
Sources: the hindu. 

 

 

 

 

 

Paper 1 Topic: History of the world will  include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, 

world wars, redrawing of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization, political philosophies like 
communism, capitalism, socialism etc.- their forms and effect on the society. 

1. BATTLE OF HAIFA 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims and Mains: Significance and features of Battle of Haifa. 

¶ Context: The northern Israeli coastal city of Haifa, on September 6th, celebrated the centenary year of its 
liberation from Ottoman rule during World War I, honouring the brave Indian soldiers who laid down their 
lives in what is considered άǘƘŜ last great cavalry campaign in ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅέΦ 
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Haifa day: 

¶ The Indian Army commemorates September 
23 every year as Haifa Day to pay its respects 
to the three Indian Cavalry Regiments ς 
Mysore, Hyderabad and Jodhpur Lancers, 
that helped liberate Haifa following a 
dashing cavalry action by the 15th Imperial 
Service Cavalry Brigade of the then British 
Indian Army at the Battle of Haifa in 1918. 

History and significance of Haifa war and its 
Indian Cemetery: 

¶ Owing to its rail and harbour, Israeli port city of Haifa was a strategic supply base. In addition to Haifa, the 
Allied Forces also engineered a plan to annexe Nazareth and Damascus in present-day Israel and Syria. 
ü On September 23, 1918, the 15th (Imperial Service) Cavalry Brigade comprising lancers from the regiments 

of princely states of Jodhpur and Mysore inflicted heavy assault on positions held by Ottoman Turks in and 
around the city of Haifa. Eventually, the Indian cavalry brigades fighting under the leadership of British 
General Edmund Allenby helped liberate Haifa from the clutches of the Turkish-German forces. 

ü The victory was even more special as the Indian soldiers were armed only with lances (a kind of spear) 
and swords while the Turks had in their possession advance artillery and machine guns. The Indian troops 
displayed exemplary cavalry skills and valour during what was considered to be the last major cavalry 
campaign in military history. 

Teen Murti  memorial: 

¶ The Teen Murti memorial was constructed in 1922 in the memory of the Indian soldiers from three princely 
states namely Jodhpur, Hyderabad and Mysore who served present day 

¶ Gaza strip, Israel and Palestine during the World War I under British India Army. 
Sources: pib. 

 

Paper 1 Topic: Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India. 

1. FAMILY LAW REFORM 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: Constitutional provisions related to Uniform Civil Code. 

¶ For Mains: Overview of the consultation paper, suggestions made, UCC- need, concerns, challenges and is it 
suitable for India? 

¶ Context: Law Commission has released a Consultation Paper on Family Law Reform. This consultation on 
family law reforms in India, discusses a range of provisions within all family laws, secular or personal, and 
suggests a number of changes to in the form of potential amendments and fresh enactments. 

Highlights: 

¶ Reform family law: As general suggestions to reforming family law, the paper discusses the introduction of 
new grounds for Ψƴƻ ŦŀǳƭǘΩ divorce accompanied by corresponding changes to provisions on alimony and 
maintenance, rights of differently-abled individuals within marriage, the thirty-day period for registration of 
marriages under Special Marriage Act; uncertainty and inequality in age of consent for marriage, compulsory 
registration of marriage, bigamy upon conversion etc. 

¶ Under Hindu law the paper among other issues discusses problems with provisions like restitution of conjugal 
rights, and further suggests the inclusion of concepts such as ΨŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ of ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΩ of a married couple, 
abolition of coparcenary, rights of illegitimate children et al.  There are further suggestions for addressing self-
acquired property of a Hindu female. 

¶ Under Muslim law the paper discusses the reform in inheritance law through codification of Muslim law on 
inheritance, but ensuring that the codified law is gender just. The paper also discusses the rights of a widow, 
and the changes application to general laws such as introduction of community of (self-acquired) property 
after marriage, inclusion of irretrievable breakdown of marriage as a ground for divorce. 
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¶ Under Parsi law there are suggestions relating to protecting married ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ right to inherit property even 
if they marry outside their community. 

¶ Adoption process: The paper also suggests the expansion of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection) Act, 
2015, to make it into a robust secular law that can be accessed by individuals of all communities for adoption. 
There are suggestions for amending the guidelines for adoption and also a suggestion to alter the language of 
the Act to accommodate all gender identities. The paper discusses lacunae within custody and guardianship 
laws, statutory or customary, and suggests that the ΨōŜǎǘ interest of the ŎƘƛƭŘΩ has to remain the paramount 
consideration in deciding matters of custody regardless of any prevailing personal law in place. 

¶ Special attention to North- East: Although the sixth schedule provides exemptions and exemptions to states 
in the North East and tribal areas, it has suggested that efforts of ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ organisations in these areas be 
acknowledged and relied upon in this regard to suggest ways in which family law reform could be aided by the 
state even when direct intervention may not be possible. Since a number of these issues such as polygamy, 
nikah halala, settlement of a Parsi ǿƛŦŜΩǎ property for benefit of children, as well as the law on adultery among 
others is presently sub judice before the Supreme Court, they have been discussed in the paper. 

Views on Uniform Civil Code: 

¶ The Law Commission feels that a Uniform Civil Code (UCC) is άƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ necessary nor desirable at this ǎǘŀƎŜΦέ 

Why is UCC is not desirable at this point? 

¶ Secularism cannot contradict the plurality prevalent in the country. Besides, cultural diversity cannot be 
compromised to the extent that our urge for uniformity itself becomes a reason for threat to the territorial 
integrity of the nation. 

¶ The term ΨǎŜŎǳƭŀǊƛǎƳΩ has meaning only if it assures the expression of any form of difference. This diversity, 
both religious and regional, should not get subsumed under the louder voice of the majority. At the same time, 
discriminatory practices within a religion should not hide behind the cloak of that faith to gain legitimacy. 

What is needed now? 

¶ The way forward may not be UCC, but the codification of all personal laws so that prejudices and stereotypes 
in every one of them would come to light and can be tested on the anvil of fundamental rights of the 
Constitution. 

¶ By codification of different personal laws, one can arrive at certain universal principles that prioritise equity 
rather than imposition of a Uniform Code, which would discourage many from using the law altogether, given 
that matters of marriage and divorce can also be settled extra-judicially. 

Way ahead: 

¶ Difference does not always imply discrimination in a robust democracy. A unified nation does not necessarily 
need to have άǳƴƛŦƻǊƳƛǘȅΦέ Efforts have to be made to reconcile our diversity with universal and indisputable 
arguments on human rights. 

What is uniform civil code? 

¶ Uniform civil Code is a proposal to have a generic set of governing laws for every citizen without taking into 
consideration the religion. 

What the constitution says? 

¶ Article 44 of the Constitution says that there should be a Uniform Civil Code. According to this article, ά¢ƘŜ 
State shall endeavor to secure for the citizens a uniform civil code throughout the territory of LƴŘƛŀέΦ Since the 
Directive Principles are only guidelines, it is not mandatory to use them. 

Sources: the hindu. 

 

Paper 1 Topicȡ 2ÏÌÅ ÏÆ ×ÏÍÅÎ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ, Women related issues 

1. KRISHNA KUTIR 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: Krishna Kutir, Swadhar Greh scheme. 

¶ For Mains: Significance of the scheme and various initiatives for the empowerment of women. 
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¶ Context: Union Ministry of Women and Child Development recently inaugurated ǿƛŘƻǿǎΩ home ΨYǊƛǎƘƴŀ 
YǳǘƛǊΩ at Vrindavan in Mathura, Uttar Pradesh. The construction of the home was funded by Central 
Government and it will be managed by the Uttar Pradesh Government. 

Krishna Kutir: 

¶ Krishna Kutir is a special home for 1000 widows set under Swadhar Greh scheme and is the largest ever facility 
of its kind created by government organization. It was constructed to mitigate the plight of widows living in 
pathetic condition in Vrindavan. 

About Swadhar Greh Scheme: 

¶ The Swadhar scheme was launched by the Union Ministry of Women and Child Development in 2002 for 
rehabilitation of women in difficult circumstances. 

¶ The scheme provides shelter, food, clothing and care to the marginalized women/girls who are in need. 

¶ The beneficiaries include widows deserted by their families and relatives, women prisoners released from jail 
and without family support, women survivors of natural disasters, women victims of terrorist/extremist 
violence etc. 

Implementation of the scheme: 

¶ The State Governments/UT Administration invite applications from eligible organizations and the proposals 
which fulfil the norms are placed before a Project Sanctioning Committee (PSC) chaired by Secretary(WCD) of 
the State/UT concerned. 

As per guidelines of the Swadhar Greh Scheme, to seek financial assistance the agency should meet following 
requirements: 

¶ The agency should be either recognized by State/UT under existing law or should be well known with the 
experience or working in the field for at least 3 years and its work should be reported satisfactory by the State 
Govt./UT Administration concerned. 

¶ It should ordinarily have been engaged in the field of ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ welfare/social welfare for a minimum period 
of two years. 

¶ Its financial position should be sound. 

¶ It should have facilities, resources, experience and personnel to undertake the management of such project. 

¶ It should run Swadhar Greh on a no-profit basis. 

¶ It should have facilities like computers, internet connection etc at Swadhar Greh. 
Sources: the hindu. 

 

2. INTERNATIONAL WOMEN ENTREPRENEURS SUMMIT 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: International Women Entrepreneurs Summit- key facts, SAWDF. 

¶ For Mains: Significance and outcomes of the summit, Challenges faced by women entrepreneurs. 

¶ Context: The International Women Entrepreneurs Summit 2018 is being held in Kathmandu, Nepal. 

¶ It is organised by the South Asian Women Development Forum. 

¶ Theme: ά9ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ begins with Economic 9ƳǇƻǿŜǊƳŜƴǘέΦ 

¶ The main objective of the summit is to bring together achievers, women business leaders, professionals, 
international service providers, resource organisations, experts, government representatives and other 
stakeholders with a focus on innovative economic transformation through discussions and collaborations. 

South Asian Women Development Forum (SAWDF): 

¶ SAWDF is an autonomous, nonprofit organization based in Kathmandu, Nepal. 

¶ It was granted the status of SAARC Recognized Body by 36th Session of SAARC Council Ministers at 18th SAARC 
Summit held in Kathmandu in 2014. 

¶ It is first SAARC Recognized Body organisation working on women entrepreneurs issues. 



CURRENT EVENTS  

www.insightsias.com  12 

www.insightsonindia.com 

¶ It represents national women ŜƴǘǊŜǇǊŜƴŜǳǊǎΩ associations or organizations, institutions working towards 
economic issues of women entrepreneurs in SAARC Region. 

¶ Its membership is based on organizations with extensive work around ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ entrepreneurship. 
Sources: the hindu. 

 

3. SUPREME COURT BATS FOR MINOR RAPE SURVIVORS 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: About NALSA and its compensation scheme. 

¶ For Mains: Need for compensation in this matter, measures needed to strengthen the system. 

¶ Context: In support of minor survivors of rape or sexual assault, the Supreme Court of India has issued a slew 
of guidelines. 

Highlights: 

¶ Minor survivors of rape or sexual assault will get compensation on par with women victims. National Legal 
Services !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎ (NALSA) compensation scheme for women rape and sexual assault survivors shall be 
extended to minor children. 

¶ Special Judges under the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Actshould disburse 
compensation to minor victims of sex abuse as per the b![{!Ωǎ Ψ/ƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴ Scheme for Women 
Victims/Survivors of Sexual Assault/Other Crimes-нлмуΩΦ 

The NALSA compensation scheme: 

¶ The NALSA scheme provides a uniform payment of  5 lakh to a maximum  10 lakh for άƭƻǎǎ of ƭƛŦŜέ and to 
gang rape survivors in any part of the country. Similarly, in case of rape and unnatural sexual assault, the victim 
would get a minimum of п lakh and maximum of  7 lakh as compensation. 

¶ Among other categories, if a victim suffers the loss of foetus, that is, by miscarriage as a result of assault or 
loss fertility, the NALSA scheme offers a compensation of  2 lakh to 3 lakh. 

¶ The scheme provides a victim of acid attacks, in case of disfigurement of face, would get a minimum 
compensation of  7 lakh, while the upper limit would be  8 lakh. In acid attack cases, if the injury was more 
than 50%, a minimum compensation of  5 lakh would be given, while the maximum would be  8 lakh. 

Way ahead: 

¶ The NALSA scheme would be made applicable to minor victims from October 2 until the Centre frames 
compensation guidelines under the POCSO. 

Background: 

¶ The order is a product of the legal efforts undertaken by senior advocate Indira Jaising, who has lent her 
expertise in the case for uniform compensation for rape survivors. 

¶ The case had begun in the Supreme Court with Ms. Jaising raising her voice against the dormant state of the 
Nirbhaya funds. 

¶ She has argued that compensation for sex abuse survivors should be a source of financial solace for victims of 
sex crimes and acid attacks during court trial. 

About NALSA: 

¶ NALSA has been constituted under the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987, to provide free legal services to 
weaker sections of society. 

¶ The aim is to ensure that opportunities for securing justice are not denied to any citizen by reasons of 
economic or other disabilities. 

Important functions performed by NALSA: 

¶ NALSA organises Lok Adalats for amicable settlement of disputes. 

¶ NALSA identifies specific categories of the marginalised and excluded groups and formulates various schemes 
for the implementation of preventive and strategic legal service programmes. 

¶ Services provided by the agency include free legal aid in civil and criminal matters for the poor and 
marginalised people who cannot afford the services of a lawyer in any court or tribunal. 
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¶ Free legal services include provision of aid and advice to beneficiaries to access the benefits under the welfare 
statutes and schemes and to ensure access to justice in any other manner. 

Sources: the hindu. 

 

4. SWAYANGSIDDHA INITIATIVE  

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims and Mains: Key features and significance of the scheme. 

¶ Context: To combat human trafficking, the West Bengal government has rolled out a scheme, Swayangsiddha, 
in its different districts. 

Background: 

¶ As the per the NCRB data West Bengal has highest recorded case of trafficking among the States. 

Highlights of the scheme: 

¶ Swayangsiddha, which means self-reliance, will be executed by the West Bengal Police. 

¶ The scheme aims to empower young boys and girls to make informed choices so that they are less vulnerable 
to trafficking and child marriage. 

¶ Swayangsiddha Groups have been formed in schools and colleges with interested students. These groups were 
formed with students between the age group of 12 to 21 years. 

Objectives of the mission: 

¶ Raising awareness on human, gender and child rights and strengthening prevention of human trafficking and 
child marriage using a converging approach. 

¶ Engaging youth from different schools and colleges to combat human trafficking and child marriage. 

¶ Strengthening response mechanism in collaboration with Police and child protection committees to build safe 
community. 

¶ Strengthening access to schemes and entitlements on education, training, livelihood and food security for 
vulnerable groups. 

Sources: the hindu. 

 

5. TRIPLE TALAQ ORDINANCE 

What to Study? 

¶ For Prelims: Highlights of the ordinance and the proposed Bill. 

¶ For Mains: Significance and the need for a legislation on this. 

¶ Context: The Union Cabinet has approved an ordinance making instant triple talaq or talaq-e-biddat a 
punishable offence carrying a jail term of up to three years. 

¶ The step was taken after the government failed to pass the Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage) 
Bill, 2017, in the Rajya Sabha during the recent monsoon session. 

Background: 

¶ In August last year, a five-judge bench of the Supreme Court ruled unconstitutional a law that allowed Muslim 
men to divorce their wives simply by uttering άǘŀƭŀǉέ three times in quick succession. In a landmark 3-2 verdict, 
the apex court found the practice un-Islamic and άŀǊōƛǘǊŀǊȅέΣ and disagreed that triple talaq was an integral 
part of religious practice. 

What are the provisions? 

¶ Triple talaq remains cognizable with a maximum of three years imprisonment and a fine. 

¶ Triple talaq will be recognised as a crime only when a woman or her blood relative files a complaint with the 
police. 

¶ A compromise can be achieved only when the woman is will ing and says so to a magistrate. A magistrate can 
grant bail only after the ǿƛŦŜΩǎ consent. 
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¶ The custody of children from the marriage will  go to the woman. 

¶ The mother is entitled to maintenance determined by a magistrate. 

¶ The law ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ affect Jammu and Kashmir. 

 

What is instant triple talaq? 

¶ Instant triple talaq or talaq-e-biddat is a practice that was challenged in the court. It is different from the 
practice of άǘŀƭŀǉ-ul-ǎǳƴƴŀǘέΣ which is considered to be the ideal form of dissolution of marriage contract 
among Muslims. 

¶ Under the latter form, once the husband pronounces talaq, the wife has to observe a three-month iddat period 
covering three menstrual cycles during which the husband can arbitrate and re-conciliate with the wife. In 
case of cohabitation between the couple, during these three months, the talaq is revoked. However, when the 
period of iddat expires and the husband does not revoke the talaq either expressly or by consummation, the 
talaq is irrevocable and final. 

¶ In the practice of talaq-e-biddat, when a man pronounces talaq thrice in a sitting, or through phone, or writes 
in a talaqnama or a text message, the divorce is considered immediate and irrevocable, even if the man later 
wishes to re-conciliate. 

Status in neighbouring countries: 

¶ India and 22 other countries have banned triple talaq. LƴŘƛŀΩǎ neighbours Pakistan, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka 
are among the countries that have banned the practice of instant triple talaq prevalent among Muslims for 
divorce. 

¶ In Pakistan and Bangladesh, the law requires the man who wishes to divorce his wife to give the ΨŀǊōƛǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ 
ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩ a written notice of his having done so, and supply a copy of the same to his wife. 

¶ In Pakistan, triple talaq was abolished when it issued its Muslim Family Law Ordinance in 1961, according to 
Geo News. In Afghanistan, divorce through three pronouncements made in only one sitting is considered to 
be invalid. Sri [ŀƴƪŀΩǎ Marriage and Divorce (Muslim) Act, 1951, amended up to 2006, also prohibits triple 
talaq. 

Way ahead: 

¶ India follows a secular approach with religious groups being allowed to manage their own affairs within the 
law, and most of these divorcees never see justice or even a chance at reconciliation with the husband. The 
move to criminalise instant divorce, therefore, is being touted as a step forward for the rights of Indian Muslim 
women. 

Sources: the hindu. 
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6. PORTALS TO STRENGTHEN WOMEN SAFETY LAUNCHED 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: Key features of portals launched. 

¶ For Mains: Issues and challenges involved in women safety. 

¶ Context: The government has launched two portals to strengthen Women Safety: 
1. Cyber Crime Prevention against Women and Children (CCPWC) portal to check objectionable online 

content. 
2. National Database on Sexual Offenders (NDSO) to aid in monitoring & investigation of sexual crimes. 

Details: 

1. Cyber Crime Prevention against Women and Children (CCPWC) portal: 
o The portal will receive complaints from citizens on objectionable online content related to child 

pornography, child sexual abuse material, sexually explicit material such as rape and gang rape. 
o The portal is convenient and user friendly that will enable complainants in reporting cases without 

disclosing their identity. This will not only aid the victims/complainants but also help the civil society 
organizations and responsible citizens to anonymously report complaints pertaining to child pornography, 
child sexual abuse material or sexually explicit material such as rape and gang rape. 

o Complainants can also upload the objectionable content and URL to assist in the investigation by the State 
Police. The complaints registered through this portal will be handled by police authorities of respective 
State/UTs. There are other features such as a victim or complainant can track his/her report by opting for 
άǊŜport and ǘǊŀŎƪέ option using his/her mobile number. 

o The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) will proactively identify such objectionable content and take 
up with intermediaries for its removal. For this NCRB has already been notified as the Government of India 
agency to issue notices under Section 79(3)b of IT Act. 

2. National Database on Sexual Offenders (NDSO): 
o The National Database on Sexual Offenders (NDSO), which is accessible only to law enforcement agencies, 

will assist in effectively tracking and investigating cases of sexual offences. 
o It is a central database of άǎŜȄǳŀƭ ƻŦŦŜƴŘŜǊǎέ in the country which will be maintained by the NCRB for 

regular monitoring and tracking by the State Police. The database is accessible only to the law enforcement 
agencies for investigation and monitoring purpose. 

o The database will include offenders convicted under charges of rape, gang rape, POCSO and eve teasing. 
At present the database contains 4.4 lakh entries. 

o The State Police have been requested to regularly update the database from 2005 onwards. The database 
includes name, address, photograph and fingerprint details for each entry. However, the database will not 
compromise any ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ privacy. 

Way ahead: 

¶ The two portals launched are part of efforts in the direction of strengthening security of women and children. 
However, the field level challenges have to be overcome by the Police at the ground level to ensure speedy 
justice to the victims. The security agencies should fully utilize potential of the two portals and update the 
database regularly for greater effectiveness. 

¶ There is also need for timebound completion of investigation in sexual crimes to instill deterrence among 
potential offenders. 

Sources: pib. 

 

7. SABARIMALA TEMPLE OPENS TO WOMEN OF ALL AGES 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: Location of Sabarimala temple. 

¶ For Mains: Temple entry- ban, need for revival, question of FRs at stake and issues associated. 

¶ Context: Condemning the prohibition as hegemonic patriarchy, the Supreme Court has lifted the centuries-
old practice of prohibiting women to enter the Lord Ayyappa temple at Sabarimala in Kerala. 
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²ƘŀǘΩǎ the issue? 

¶ The legend has it that the temple deity Ayyappa followed celibacy all through his life. Therefore, women 
devotees of menstruating age are considered άƛƳǇǳǊŜέ by supporters of the ban and are prohibited from 
entering the temple, on the pretext that they would disturb the celibacy of the deity. 

Views of the court: 

¶ On one side we pray to goddesses; on the other, women of a certain age are considered ΨƛƳǇǳǊŜΩΦ This dualistic 
approach is nothing but patriarchy practised in religion. 

¶ Exclusion on grounds of biological and physiological features like menstruation was therefore unconstitutional 
as it is violative of the right to equality and dignity of women. 

¶ Hence, Rule 3(b) of the Kerala Hindu Places of Public Worship (Authorisation of Entry) Act of 1965, which 
mandates the prohibition in Sabarimala temple, ultra vires the Constitution. The Rule violated the 
fundamental right of a Hindu woman to offer worship at a place of her choice. Right to worship is equally 
available to men and women. 

Dissenting views: 

¶ Justice Indu Malhotra, the lone woman judge on the Constitution Bench, dissented from the majority opinion. 
She held that the determination of what constituted an essential practice in a religion should not be decided 
by judges on the basis of their personal viewpoints. 

¶ She held that essentiality of a religious practice or custom had to be decided within the religion. It was a matter 
of personal faith. Constitutional morality in a pluralistic society gave freedom to practice even irrational or 
illogical customs and usages. 

¶ Harmonization of fundamental rights with religion included providing freedom for diverse sects to practise 
their customs and beliefs. Therefore, the Judge held that there were strong, plausible reasons to show that 
Ayyappa devotees had attributes of a religious denomination. 

¶ They have distinct names, properties. Besides, the Sabarimala temple was not funded out of the Consolidated 
Fund. 

Significance of the verdict: 

¶ The Supreme /ƻǳǊǘΩǎ ruling establishes the legal principle that individual freedom prevails over purported 
group rights, even in matters of religion. Devotees of Lord Ayyappa do not constitute a separate religious 
denomination and that the prohibition on women is not an essential part of Hindu religion. 

¶ Beyond the legality of the practice, the court has also sought to grapple with the stigmatisation of women 
devotees based on a medieval view of menstruation as symbolising impurity and pollution. 

¶ The decision reaffirms the /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΩǎ transformative character and derives strength from the centrality it 
accords to fundamental rights. 

Way ahead: 

¶ Devotion cannot be subjected to the stereotypes of gender. Stigma built around traditional notions of impurity 
has no place in the constitutional order, and exclusion based on the notion of impurity is a form of 
untouchability. 

¶ Any rule based on segregation of women pertaining to biological characteristics is indefensible and 
unconstitutional. 

Sources: the hindu. 

 

Paper 1 Topic: Population and associated issues, poverty and developmental issues, urbanization, their 

problems and their remedies. 

1. MOBILISE YOUR CITY (MYC) PROGRAMME 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims and Mains: Significance and features of MYC programme, LƴŘƛŀΩǎ association. 

¶ Context: India and France have signed an implementation agreement on άah.L[L{9 YOUR /L¢¸έ (MYC) 
programme. 
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¶ Based on a proposal made by AFD in 2015, the European Union has agreed to provide funds of Euro 3.5 million 
through the AFD to contribute to specific investments and technical assistance components within the 
Mobilise Your City (MYC) programme in India. 

About Mobilise Your City (MYC): 

¶ MobiliseYourCity (MYC) is a global climate initiative for integrated urban mobility planning, and one of 15 
international transport initiatives of the UN Global Climate Action Agenda (GCAA). 
ü Mobilise Your City (MYC) is part of an international initiative which is supported by the French and the 

German Governments and was launched at 21st Conference of Parties (COP21) meeting in December, 
2015. 

ü The MYC is an initiative combining urban mobility objectives and climate considerations. It aims at 
providing solutions in a fully integrated manner, analysing different modes of transportation within the 
urban fabric, with the objective of providing people long-term, sustainable, adequate, reliable and cost-
efficient transportation opportunities. 

ü The project seeks to back 100 cities worldwide in three years, which are engaged in sustainable urban 
mobility planning to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

ü In India, the MYC aims at supporting three pilot cities viz. Nagpur, Kochi and Ahmedabad in their efforts 
to reduce their Green House Gas (GHG) emissions related to urban transport by implementing urban 
mobility plans at local level and to help India at national level to improve their sustainable transport policy. 

ü The three pilot cities selected under the programme as well as MoHUA will benefit from the Technical 
Assistance activities. 

The main components of the proposed assistance are: 

1. To support planning and implementation of sustainable urban transport projects. 
2. Support to strengthening institutional capacity for regulating, steering and planning urban mobility. 
3. Learning and exchange formats with other cities across India for exchanges on best practices. 

Sources: pib. 

 

2. Ȭ37!#((!4! HI 3%6!ȭ MOVEMENT 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: Basic facts on Swachhata Hi Seva movement and Swachh Bharat Mission. 

¶ For Mains: Significance and performance of SBM, shortcomings and ways to address them. 

¶ Context: Ψ{ǿŀŎƘƘŀǘŀ Hi {ŜǾŀΩ movement has been launched across the country on September 15, 2018. 

¶ Aim: Over the next two weeks leading to October 2 ς Gandhi Jayanti ς the Swachhata Hi Seva movement aims 
to ensure a high standard of cleanliness across the country, which was Mahatma DŀƴŘƘƛΩǎ dream for the 
nation. 

Significance of the campaign: 

¶ The campaign for a Swachh Bharat or clean India, which began four years ago, was made into a nation-wide 
movement today. 

¶ October 2, 2018 will  mark the beginning of the 150th year of Mahatma DŀƴŘƘƛΩǎ birth, and the government 
plans to realise his dream of a clean India. 

About the campaign: 

¶ The campaign is being coordinated by the Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation, the convening Ministry 
for the Swachh Bharat Mission. 

¶ The objective of the campaign is to mobilise people and reinforce the άWŀƴ !ŀƴŘƻƭŀƴέ for sanitation to 
contribute to Mahatma DŀƴŘƘƛΩǎ dream of a Clean India. 

¶ It will see large scale mobilisation of people from all walks of life to undertake shramdaan for cleanliness and 
construction of toilets and to make their environments free from open defecation. There will be targeted 
cleaning of public and tourist places. 

¶ Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation has made elaborate plans along with the State Governments to 
involve people from various walks of life and make this an unprecedented ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ campaign. 
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¶ Reaching out to the poor and marginalised and providing them with sustainable sanitation services would be 
the hallmark of this campaign. 

Background: 

¶ Swachh Bharat Abhiyan is a campaign which was launched on 2 October 2014, and aims to eradicate open 
defecation by 2019, and is a national campaign, covering 4,041 statutory cities and towns. 

¶ Its predecessors were the άbƛǊƳŀƭ Bharat !ōƘƛȅŀƴέ and before that the ά¢ƻǘŀƭ Sanitation /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴέΦ The 
mission was divided into two parts τ urban and rural. 

Sources: pib. 

 

3. MULTIDIMENSIONAL POVERTY INDEX 2018  

 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: MPI- key facts, LƴŘƛŀΩǎ performance. 

¶ For Mains: Key findings of the report, multidimensional poverty- global and country level challenges, concerns 
and ways to address them. 

¶ Context: The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the Oxford Poverty and Human 
Development Initiative (OPHI) have released the 2018 Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI). 

About Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI): 

¶ The MPI provides the most comprehensive view of the various ways in which 1.3 billion people worldwide 
experience poverty in their daily life. 

¶ The MPI looks at the multifaceted nature of poverty. It identifies ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ deprivations across three key 
dimensions ς health, education and living standards, lacking amenities such clean water, sanitation, adequate 
nutrition or primary education. Those who are left behind in at least a third of the atLΩǎ components are 
defined as multidimensionally poor. 

How is the global MPI2018 aligned with the Sustainable Development Goals? 

¶ Rather than viewing challenges one by one, in silos, the MPI shows how deprivations related to SDGs 
1,2,3,4,6,7, and 11 are concretely interlinked in poor ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ lives. 

¶ Rather than providing only national headlines, the global MPI is disaggregated by subnational region, area, 
ethnicity, or age cohort. 

¶ The indicators underlying the global MPI 2018 have been revised to better align with the SDGs. 
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Performance of India: 

¶ India has made giant strides in reducing multidimensional poverty, bringing down its poverty rate from 55% 
to 28% in ten years. 

¶ Between 2005-06 and 2015-16, more than 271 million people have come out of the clutches of poverty in 
India. However, India still has the largest number of people living in multidimensional poverty in the world- 
around 364 million people. 156 million out of 364 million people who are MPI poor in 2015/2016 are children. 

¶ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ scale of poverty reduction has parallels with the phenomenal level of poverty reduction achieved in 
China a decade or so earlier. LƴŘƛŀΩǎ scale of multidimensional poverty reduction over the decade from 2005/6 
to 2015/16 ς from 635 million poor persons to 364 millionς can be compared to the speedy pace of /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ 
poverty reduction, which occurred over more than 20 years. 

¶ Across nearly every state, poor nutrition is the largest contributor to multidimensional poverty. Not having a 
household member with at least six years of education is the second largest contributor. Insufficient access to 
clean water and child mortality contribute least. 

State- wise data: 

¶ Among states, Jharkhand had the greatest improvement, with Arunachal Pradesh, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, and 
Nagaland only slightly behind. However, Bihar is still the poorest state in 2015/16, with more than half of its 
population in poverty. 

¶ In 2015/16, the four poorest states ς Bihar, Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh, and Madhya Pradesh ς were still home 
to 196 million MPI poor people ς over half of all the MPI poor people in India. Delhi, Kerala and Goa have the 
lowest incidence of multidimensional poverty. 

LƴŘƛŀΩǎ relative performance: 

¶ Among the South Asian countries, only Maldives boasts lower MPI of 0.007 than India (0.121). Nepal, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Bhutan and Afghanistan all boast higher incidences of multidimensional poverty. 

¶ After India (364 million people), the countries with the largest number of people living in multi-dimensional 
poverty are Nigeria (97 million), Ethiopia (86 million), Pakistan (85 million), and Bangladesh (67 million). 

Global performance: 

¶ The global MPI covers 105 countries in total, home to 75% of the ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ population, or 5.7 billion people. Of 
this proportion, 1.3 billion are identified as multi-dimensionally poor, and half of them are younger than 18 
years old. 

¶ 83% of the ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ poor live in South Asia and Africa. The latest data further reveals the vast majority of the 
multidimensional poor ς 1.1 billion people ς live in rural areas around the world, where poverty rates are four 
times higher than among those living in urban areas. 

Sources: the hindu. 

 

4. EASE OF LIVING INDEX 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: Performance of various states. 

¶ For Mains: Ease of Living index and its significance. 

¶ Context: Ease of Living index has been released. 

¶ Andhra Pradesh has topped Ease of Living Index rankings 
under AMRUT (Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban 
Transformation). 

¶ It is followed by Odisha and Madhya Pradesh. 

About the Ease of Living index: 

¶ The index has been developed to allow city managers to get a grip on the ŎƛǘȅΩǎ baseline and compare its 
performance across key indicators. The first edition of index released in January 2018 had ranked 111 Indian 
cities and was topped by Pune. 
o The index covers 116 cities that are smart city contenders, capital cities, and cities with population of 1 

million plus. 
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o The index captures the quality of life based on the data collected from the urban local bodies on four 
parameters, which were further broken down into 15 categories. 

o The four parameters include institutional (governance), social (identity, education, health, security), 
economic (economy, employment) and physical factors (waste water and solid waste management, 
pollution, housing/ inclusiveness, mixed land use, power and water supply, transport, public open spaces). 

o Institutional and social parameters carry 25 points each, physical factors have a weightage of 45 points 
and economic factors five points totalling to a 100 mark scale on which cities were evaluated. 

About AMRUT: 

¶ AMRUT is the new avatar of the Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban Renewal Mission (JNNURM). 
o It adopts a project approach to ensure basic infrastructure services relating to water supply, sewerage, 

storm-water drains, transportation and development of green spaces and parks with special provision for 
meeting the needs of children. 

o Under this mission, 10% of the budget allocation will  be given to states and union territories as 
incentive based on the achievement of reforms during the previous year. 

o AMRUT will  be implemented in 500 locations with a population of one lakh and above. It would cover 
some cities situated on stems of main rivers, a few state capitals and important cities located in hilly areas, 
islands and tourist areas. 

o Under this mission, states get the flexibility of designing schemes based on the needs of identified 
cities and in their execution and monitoring. States will only submit state annual action Plans to the centre 
for broad concurrence based on which funds will be released. But, in a significant departure from JNNURM, 
the central government will not appraise individual projects. 

o Central assistance will  be to the extent of 50% of project cost for cities and towns with a population of 
up to 10 lakhs and one-third of the project cost for those with a population of above 10 lakhs. 

o Under the mission, states will transfer funds to urban local bodies within 7 days of transfer by central 
government and no diversion of funds to be made failing which penal interest would be charged besides 
taking other adverse action by the centre. 

Sources: pib. 

 

Paper 1 Topic: Important Geophysical phenomena. 

1. UN SEES 70%  CHANCE OF EL NINO EVENT THIS YEAR 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims and Mains: ENSO- El Nino and La Nia- causes, effects and impacts, global climate change and ENSO 
cycle. 

¶ Context: The World Meteorological Organisation forecast άŀ 70% chance of an El Nino developing by the end 
of this ȅŜŀǊΦέ The warming phase of ENSO is called El Nino. 

¶ The organisation sees increased odds of higher surface temperatures in most of Asia-Pacific, Europe, North 
America, Africa and along much of South !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ coastline. Interior parts of South America, Greenland, 
many south Pacific islands and some in the Caribbean were identified as possible exceptions. 

What is ENSO? 

¶ ENSO is nothing but El Nino Southern Oscillation. As the name suggests, it is an irregular periodic variation of 
wind and sea surface temperature that occurs over the tropical eastern Pacific Ocean. 

¶ ENSO affects the tropics (the regions surrounding the equator) and the subtropics (the regions adjacent to or 
bordering the tropics). The warming phase of ENSO is called El Nino, while the cooling phase is known as La 
Nina. 

What is El Nino? 

¶ El Nino is a climatic cycle characterised by high air pressure in the Western Pacific and low air pressure in 
the eastern. In normal conditions, strong trade winds travel from east to west across the tropical Pacific, 
pushing the warm surface waters towards the western Pacific. 
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¶ The surface temperature could witness an increase of 8 degrees Celsius in Asian waters. At the same time, 
cooler waters rise up towards the surface in the eastern Pacific on the coasts of Ecuador, Peru, and Chile. This 
process called upwelling aids in the development of a rich ecosystem. 

What causes El Nino? 

¶ El Nino sets in when there is anomaly in the pattern. The westward-blowing trade winds weaken along the 
Equator and due to changes in air pressure, the surface water moves eastwards to the coast of northern South 
America. 

¶ The central and eastern Pacific regions warm up for over six months and result in an El Nino condition. The 
temperature of the water could rise up to 10 degrees Fahrenheit above normal. Warmer surface waters 
increase precipitation and bring above-normal rainfall in South America, and droughts to Indonesia and 
Australia. 

What are El bƛƴƻΩǎ effects? 

¶ El Nino affects global weather. It favours eastern Pacific hurricanes and tropical storms. Record and unusual 
rainfall in Peru, Chile and Ecuador are linked to the climate pattern. 

¶ El Nino reduces upwelling of cold water, decreasing the uplift of nutrients from the bottom of the ocean. This 
affects marine life and sea birds. The fishing industry is also affected. 

¶ Drought caused by El Nino can be widespread, affecting southern Africa, India, Southeast Asia, Australia, and 
the Pacific Islands. Countries dependent on agriculture are affected. 

¶ Australia and Southeast Asia get hotter. 

¶ A recent WHO report on the health consequences of El Nino forecasts a rise in vector-borne diseases, including 
those spread by mosquitoes, in Central and South America. Cycles of malaria in India are also linked to El Nino. 

Why is it a concern? 

¶ The rise in sea surface temperature may be intensified by global warming. From the current study, we learn 
that El Nino can exacerbate global warming and hence the process could become a vicious circle. 

What is La Nina? 

¶ La Nina is a climate pattern that describes the cooling of surface ocean waters along the tropical west coast 
of South America. It is considered to have the opposite effect of El Nino. 

¶ It brings greater than normal rainfall in Southeast Asia and Australia, and causes drier-than-normal conditions 
in South America and the Gulf Coast of the United States. La Nina events sometimes follow El Nino events. 

How long does it last? 

¶ An El Nino or La Nina episode lasts nine to 12 months. Some may prolong for years. Its average frequency is 
every 2 to 7 years. El Nino is more frequent than La Nina. 

Sources: the hindu. 
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GS PAPER -  II 
 

Paper 2 Topic: Parliament and State Legislatures ɀ structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & 
privileges and issues arising out of these. 

1. ETHICS COMMITTEE OF LOK SABHA 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims and Mains: Key facts on Ethics Committee. 

¶ Context: Senior BJP leader L K Advani has been renominated as Chairman of Ethics Committee of Lok Sabha 
by Lok Sabha Speaker Sumitra Mahajan. 

About Ethics Committee: 

¶ The Ethics Committee of the Lok Sabha was constituted on 16 May 2000 as an adhoc committee. However, in 
August 2015 it  was given permanent Standing Committee status. 

Functions of the Committee: 

¶ The Ethics Committee examines every complaint relating to unethical conduct of a member referred to it. 

¶ It is also free to take up suo motu investigation into matters relating to ethics, including matters relating to 
unethical conduct by a member wherever felt necessary and make such recommendations as it may deem fit. 

Sources: the hindu. 

 

2. MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: Features of MCC, constitutional status. 

¶ For Mains: Significance, need for reforms of MCC, committee constituted in this regard. 

¶ Context: Election Commission (EC) has announced that Model Code of Conduct comes into force immediately 
in states where legislative assemblies have been dissolved prematurely. 

¶ EC has also held that after dissolution caretaker government as well as the central government is barred from 
announcing new schemes in particular state from date of dissolution of legislative assembly till  new House is 
elected. 

Model Code of Conduct (MCC): 

¶ What is MCC? These are the guidelines issued by the Election Commission of India for conduct of political 
parties and candidates during elections mainly with respect to speeches, polling day, polling booths, election 
manifestos, processions and general conduct. 

¶ Aim: To ensure free and fair elections. 

¶ When it  comes into force? So far, the Model Code of Conduct came into force immediately on announcement 
of the election schedule by the commission. The Code remains in force till  the end of the electoral process. 

¶ Status: The need for such code is in the interest of free and fair elections. However, the code does not have 
any specific statutory basis. It has only a persuasive effect. It contains what is known as άǊǳƭŜǎ of electoral 
ƳƻǊŀƭƛǘȅέΦ But this lack of statutory backing does not prevent the Commission from enforcing it. 

¶ Evolution: The Commission issued the code for the first time in 1971 (5th Election) and revised it from time to 
time. This set of norms has been evolved with the consensus of political parties who have consented to abide 
by the principles embodied in the said code and also binds them to respect and observe it in its letter and 
spirit. 

¶ What it contains? The salient features of the Model Code of Conduct lay down how political parties, contesting 
candidates and party(s) in power should conduct themselves during the process of elections i.e. on their 
general conduct during electioneering, holding meetings and processions, poll day activities and functioning 
of the party in power etc. 

Sources: the hindu. 
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Paper 2 Topic: Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining 

to the federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein. 

1. ARTICLE 161 OF THE CONSTITUTION 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: Article 161, differences in pardoning powers of President and Governor. 

¶ For Mains: Significance of pardoning powers, role of cabinet and constitutional conundrum in such issues. 

¶ Context: After failing to get the seven convicts in the Rajiv Gandhi assassination case released by exercising its 
statutory power to remit life sentences, the government in Tamil Nadu has taken recourse to a possible 
constitutional remedy. It has decided to invoke the DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ clemency power under Article 161 of the 
Constitution. 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ the issue? 

¶ In 2014, the Tamil Nadu government tried to invoke its remission powers under Section 432 of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure to release the convicts. The Centre opposed the move, arguing that since the case had 
been prosecuted by the Central Bureau of Investigation, the state first needed to take the /ŜƴǘǊŜΩǎ 
άŎƻƴŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜέ as required by Section 435 of the code. 

¶ The dispute went to the Supreme Court, which decided in the /ŜƴǘǊŜΩǎ favour in 2015, ruling that the word 
άŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴέ in Section 435 in spirit meant άŎƻƴŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜέ. In August this year, the Centre denied 
concurrence to Tamil Nadu on the grounds that releasing the people convicted of assassinating a former prime 
minister would have άƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŀƳƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎέ for India. 

What should the governor do now? 

¶ Tamil Nadu Governor will now have to take a call on the advice of the {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ Council of Ministers and decide 
whether he is bound by it. He can either reject the proposal or seek its reconsideration. In either case, he will 
be mindful of the fact that his decision will be subject to judicial review. 

Is the governor bound by the /ŀōƛƴŜǘΩǎ advice? 

¶ It is settled in law that except in matters where governor has discretion or enjoys independent powers, they 
are bound by the /ŀōƛƴŜǘΩǎ decision. Governor does not have the option of returning a decision for 
reconsideration either since the Indian Constitution provides that recourse only for the President. However, 
gƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ decision, even if made on the aid and advice of the Cabinet, is subject to judicial review. Further, 
Supreme Court rulings on how governor should make decisions under Article 161 add to the complexity of the 
present case. 

¶ In two separate judgements, the apex court has reiterated that ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ power to pardon cannot be used 
mechanically. In Epuru Sudhakar, which involved a Congress leader in Andhra Pradesh, the court ruled that 
political considerations cannot be the basis for granting pardon, and set aside the ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ clemency order. 

Options before the governor: 

¶ One, he can sit on the cabinet recommendation endlessly, as Article 161 of the Constitution does not prescribe 
any time limit for him to take a decision on the cabinet resolution. 

¶ Two, he can return the resolution to the cabinet for clarification or reconsideration. 

¶ Third, he can reject the resolution prompting the stake-holders to take the issue to courts, where it will be a 
time-consuming process. 

Is concurrence of the Centre necessary? 

¶ Since ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ executive power extends to all laws on the concurrent list, including the Indian Penal Code and 
the Criminal Procedure Code, governor has the power to remit sentences handed down under such laws. In 
the particular matter of Rajiv DŀƴŘƘƛΩǎ assassins, though, the point of concurrence was insisted upon as the 
case had been investigated by a central agency. 

¶ But given that the exercise of ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ power under Article 161 is constitutional, it does not require the 
/ŜƴǘǊŜΩǎ concurrence. The aid and advice of the state Cabinet is enough. 
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Why /ŜƴǘǊŜΩǎ intervention is necessary? 

¶ There is a possibility that the Centre will challenge the ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ order if he accepts the state /ŀōƛƴŜǘΩǎ advice, 
not least because it will cause several legal and diplomatic complications. 

¶ Since three of the convicts are Sri Lankan nationals, what will be their legal status after they are released? Will 
the Indian government be willing to let foreign nationals convicted of assassinating a former prime minister 
live in the country? Will it deport them to Sri Lanka, where they are bound to be arrested again? If they propose 
to move to another country, can India be expected to facilitate such a move? 

Way ahead: 

¶ An omnibus order of release clearly will not address the particularities in each case, or evaluate the gravity of 
their role in the crime and the effect on society of releasing them. 

¶ Moral issues: In principle, the idea that convicts who have suffered prolonged incarceration require 
compassion cannot be faulted. The idea of locking away a person for life, without so much as a sliver of hope 
of freedom, is not in keeping with the ideals of a truly modern society. 

¶ What should not be ignored? It is impossible to ignore the impact of such a decision on capital punishment. 
When lifelong imprisonment is regarded as a humane alternative to capital punishment, releasing life convicts 
may only strengthen the demand for the imposition of the death penalty τ which would be retrograde. 
Although there are many political considerations behind the move to release the convicts, this case must be 
decided on the basis of legal principles alone. 

What you need to know? Article 161: 

¶ Article 161 deals with Power of Governor to grant pardons, etc, and to suspend, remit or commute sentences 
in certain cases. 

¶ It states, the Governor of a State shall have the power to grant pardons, reprieves, respites or remissions of 
punishment or to suspend, remit or commute the sentence of any person convicted of any offence against 
any law relating to a matter to which the executive power of the State extends. 

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN PARDONING POWERS OF PRESIDENT AND GOVERNOR: 

¶ The scope of the pardoning power of the President under Article 72 is wider than the pardoning power of the 
Governor under Article 161. The power differs in the following two ways: 
ü The power of the President to grant pardon extends in cases where the punishment or sentence is by a 

Court Martial but Article 161 does not provide any such power to the Governor. 
ü The President can grant pardon in all cases where the sentence given is sentence of death but pardoning 

power of Governor does not extend to death sentence cases. 

Significance of pardoning powers: 

¶ The pardoning power of Executive is very significant as it corrects the errors of judiciary. It eliminates the effect 
of conviction without addressing the ŘŜŦŜƴŘŀƴǘΩǎ guilt or innocence. 

¶ Pardon may substantially help in saving an innocent person from being punished due to miscarriage of justice 
or in cases of doubtful conviction. 

¶ The object of pardoning power is to correct possible judicial errors, for no human system of judicial 
administration can be free from imperfections. 

Sources: the hindu. 

 

Paper 2 Topic: Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies. 

1. DEPARTMENT OF OFFICIAL LANGUAGE 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: Department of Official language, constitutional provisions related to official language. 

¶ For Mains: Hindi as official language- issues associated, concerns and what needs to be done? 

¶ Context: The Union Home Minister Shri Rajnath Singh recently chaired first review meeting of the Department 
of Official Language of MHA to discuss the functioning and issues related to implementation of Hindi language 
in official work. 
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Department of Official Language: 

¶ With a view to ensuring compliance of the constitutional and legal provisions regarding official language and 
to promote the use of Hindi for the official purposes of the Union, the Department of Official Language was 
set up in June 1975 as an independent Department of the Ministry of Home Affairs. Since then, this 
Department has been making efforts for accelerating the progressive use of Hindi for the official purposes of 
the Union. 

¶ In accordance with the Government of India (Allocation of Business) Rules, 1961, this Department has been 
entrusted with the following items of work: 
o Implementing the provisions of the Constitution relating to the Official Language and the provisions of the 

Official Languages Act, 1963 (19 of 1963), except to the extent such implementation has been assigned to 
any other Department. 

o Prior approval of the President for authorising the limited use of a language, other than English, in the 
proceedings in the High Court of a State. 

o Nodal responsibility for all matters relating to the progressive use of Hindi as the Official Language of the 
Union including Hindi Teaching Scheme for Central Government Employees and publication of magazines, 
journals & other literature related thereto. 

o Co-ordination in all matters relating to the progressive use of Hindi as the Official Language of the Union, 
including administrative terminology, syllabi, textbooks, training courses and equipment (with 
standardised script) required therefor. 

Constitutional provisions: 

¶ Part 17 of the constitution of India (Articles 343 to Article 351) makes elaborate provisions dealing with the 
official language of the Republic of India. The main provisions dealing with the official language of the Union 
are embodied in Articles 343 and 344 of the Constitution of India. The Official languages have been listed in 
the 8th schedule of Constitution of India. 

Official language of union: 

¶ Hindi written  in Devanagari script is the Official Language of the Union.  The original constitution provided 
that for a period of 15 years from the commencement of the constitution, English will continue to be used for 
all official purposes of the Union. 

¶ The constitution made it  clear that President may, during the said period, by order authorize the use of the 
Hindi language in addition to the English language and of the Devanagari form of numerals in addition to the 
international form of Indian numerals for any of the official purposes of the Union. 
o The constitution also makes it clear that even after 15 years, the Parliament by law may provide for the 

continued use of English for any specific purpose. 
o The constitution has put all authority in the hands of the central government both for formulating and 

implementing the language policy. 
o It is also special responsibility of the centre to develop and spread the official language (Hindi) of the union 

(art. 351). 

Facts for Prelims: 

¶ The department has developed a computer software called άYŀƴǘƘŀǎǘƘέ for translating the all kinds of official 
files from English to Hindi and vice versa to make the translation work simpler and quicker. 

¶ An E-learning platform called the άtǊŀǾŀƘέ also being developed by the department for use in 16 Indian 
languages including English. Anybody can learn Hindi through his mother tongue with the help of this E-
learning platform. 

Sources: pib. 

 

2. ANIMAL WELFARE BOARD OF INDIA 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: About AWBI. 

¶ For Mains: Issues related to the welfare of animals in India. 
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¶ Context: Union Women and Child Development Minister Maneka Gandhi has locked horns with the Animal 
Welfare Board of India (AWBI), accusing it of being lax in enforcement of rules that specify how wild animals 
can be depicted in films and television programmes. 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ the issue? 

¶ The minister has listed άōƭŀǘŀƴǘ ŜǊǊƻǊǎέ 
by the AWBI subcommittee that screens 
applications from film-makers. She 
alleged that the committee did not seek 
details of the species being used, which 
were required to determine whether 
they were protected. 

¶ It had even allowed their depiction in 
scenes that could promote cruelty to 
animals. This is against the Supreme 
/ƻǳǊǘΩǎ orders. 

About Animal Welfare Board of India: 

¶ Established in 1962 under Section 4 of The Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960, the Animal Welfare 
Board of India is a statutory advisory body advising the Government of India on animal welfare laws, and 
promotes animal welfare in the country of India. 

¶ Animal Welfare Board of India was started under the stewardship of Late Smt. Rukmini Devi Arundale, well 
known humanitarian. 
o The Board was initially within the jurisdiction of the Government of IndƛŀΩǎ Ministry of Food and 

Agriculture. In 1990, the subject of Prevention of Cruelty to Animals was transferred to the Ministry of 
Environment and Forests, where it now resides. 

o The Board consists of 28 Members, who serve for a period of 3 years. 
o It works to ensure that animal welfare laws in the country are followed and provides grants to Animal 

Welfare Organisations. The Board oversees Animal Welfare Organisations (AWOs) by granting recognition 
to them if they meet its guidelines. 

Sources: the hindu. 

 

3. DEFENCE ACQUISITION COUNCIL (DAC) 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims and Mains: DAC- composition and functions, significance. 

¶ Context: DAC has approved Procurement of Equipment Worth Rs 9,100 Crores. 

DAC has approved procurement of- Akash Missile systems and IUWBA: 

¶ Akash Missile Systems: The Missile to be procured is an upgraded version of the previously inducted Akash 
missiles and will include seeker technology, possess 360 degree coverage and will be of compact configuration 
with reduced signature. The upgraded Akash Weapon System is operationally critical equipment which will 
provide protection to vital assets. 

¶ The DAC also accorded approval for progressing Design and Development of Individual Under Water 
Breathing Apparatus (IUWBA) for T 90 Tanks. Developed by DRDO Lab DEBEL, the IUWBA is used by the crew 
of Tanks as a safety gear and is required by the Tank crew for emergency escape when negotiating water 
obstacles while deep fording. 

Defence Acquisition Council (DAC): 

¶ What is it? To counter corruption and speed up decision- making in military procurement, the government of 
India in 2001 decided to set up an integrated DAC. It is headed by the Defence Minister. 

¶ Objective: The objective of the DAC is to ensure expeditious procurement of the approved requirements of 
the Armed Forces, in terms of capabilities sought, and time frame prescribed, by optimally utilizing the 
allocated budgetary resources. 
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¶ Functions: The DAC is responsible to give policy guidelines to acquisitions, based on long-term procurement 
plans. It also clears all acquisitions, which includes both imported and those produced indigenously or under 
a foreign license. 

Sources: the hindu. 

 

4. SOUTHERN ZONAL COUNCIL 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: Zonal Councils and their composition. 

¶ For Mains: Zonal Councils and their significance. 

¶ Context: The 28th meeting of the Southern Zonal Council was recently held under the Chairmanship of the 
Union Home Minister Shri Rajnath Singh in Bengaluru. 

¶ The Council reviewed the progress of the implementation of the recommendations made at the last meeting 
relating to security to fishermen, introduction of peninsular tourism trains, uniformity in allocation of funds in 
proportion to population of SC/ST for scholarship for all the courses etc. 

What are zonal councils? 

¶ Zonal councils have been established by the Parliament to promote interstate cooperation and coordination. 
They are statutory bodies established under the States Reorganisation Act 1956 and not constitutional bodies. 
They are only deliberative and advisory bodies. 

There are 5 five Zonal councils namely: 

¶ The Northern Zonal Council, comprising the States of Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Punjab, 
Rajasthan, National Capital Territory of Delhi and Union Territory of Chandigarh. 

¶ The Central Zonal Council, comprising the States of Chhattisgarh, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh and Madhya 
Pradesh. 

¶ The Eastern Zonal Council, comprising the States of Bihar, Jharkhand, Orissa, and West Bengal. 

¶ The Western Zonal Council, comprising the States of Goa, Gujarat, Maharashtra and the Union Territories of 
Daman & Diu and Dadra & Nagar Haveli. 

¶ The Southern Zonal Council is composed of Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Telangana and 
the Union Territory of Puducherry. 

Composition: 

¶ Chairman ς The Union Home Minister is the Chairman of each of these Councils. 

¶ Vice Chairman ς The Chief Ministers of the States included in each zone act as Vice-Chairman of the Zonal 
Council for that zone by rotation, each holding office for a period of one year at a time. 

¶ Members- Chief Minister and two other Ministers as nominated by the Governor from each of the States and 
two members from Union Territories included in the zone. 

¶ Advisers- One person nominated by the Planning Commission (which has been replaced by NITI Ayog now) for 
each of the Zonal Councils, Chief Secretaries and another officer/Development Commissioner nominated by 
each of the States included in the Zone. 

¶ Union Ministers are also invited to participate in the meetings of Zonal Councils depending upon necessity. 

The main objectives of setting up of Zonal Councils are: 

¶ Bringing out national integration. 

¶ Arresting the growth of acute State consciousness, regionalism, linguism and particularistic tendencies. 

¶ Enabling the Centre and the States to co-operate and exchange ideas and experiences. 

¶ Establishing a climate of co-operation amongst the States for successful and speedy execution of development 
projects. 

Facts for Prelims: 

¶ The North Eastern States i.e. (i) Assam (ii) Arunachal Pradesh (iii) Manipur (iv) Tripura (v) Mizoram (vi) 
Meghalaya (vii) Sikkim and (viii) Nagaland are not included in the Zonal Councils and their special problems 
are looked after by the North Eastern Council, set up under the North Eastern Council Act, 1972. 

Sources: pib. 
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5. ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims and Mains: Composition, objectives, functions and significance of AEC. 

¶ Context: The government has appointed renowned scientist Kamlesh Nilkanth Vyas as chairman of Atomic 
Energy Commission and secretary of Department of Atomic Energy (DAE). He will succeed Shekhar Basu. 

About AEC: 

¶ The Indian Atomic Energy Commission was first setup in August 1948 in the Department of Scientific Research. 

¶ Later on, in accordance with a Government Resolution, the Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) was established 
in the Department of Atomic Energy. The Department of Atomic Energy (DAE) was setup on August 3, 1954 
under the direct charge of the Prime Minister through a Presidential Order. 

¶ According to the Resolution constituting the AEC, the Secretary to the Government of India in the Department 
of Atomic Energy is ex-officio Chairman of the Commission. 

¶ The other Members of the AEC are appointed on the recommendation of the Chairman, AEC and after approval 
by the Prime Minister. 

Important functions of the Atomic Energy Commission are: 

¶ To organise research in atomic scientists in the country. 

¶ To train, atomic scientists in the country. 

¶ To promote nuclear research in ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ own laboratories as well as in India. 

¶ To undertake prospecting of atomic minerals in India and to extract such minerals for use on industrial scale. 
Sources: pib. 

 

6. CHILD ADOPTION REGULATORY AUTHORITY (CARA) 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: Key facts on CARA. 

¶ For Mains: Child adoption- guidelines, issues and ways to address them. 

¶ Context: Child Adoption Regulatory Authority (CARA) has allowed individuals in a live-in relationship to adopt 
children from and within India. 

¶ Exception: CARA has barred applicants in a live-in relationship from adopting a child on the ground that άǘƘŜ 
Authority would like the children to be placed only with a stable family and individuals in a live-in relationship 
cannot be considered as stable ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦέ 

Eligibility: 

¶ The eligibility criteria under Adoption Regulations, 2017, permit single women to adopt a child of any gender, 
while single men can adopt only boys. 

¶ When a married couple seeks to adopt a child, it needs to give its consent for adoption and should be stable 
marriage for at least two years. Applicants have to be physically, mentally and financially stable to raise a child. 

About CARA: 

¶ Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) is a statutory body of Ministry of Women & Child Development, 
Government of India. 

¶ It functions as the nodal body for adoption of Indian children and is mandated to monitor and regulate in-
country and inter-country adoptions. 

¶ CARA is designated as the Central Authority to deal with inter-country adoptions in accordance with the 
provisions of the Hague Convention on Inter-country Adoption, 1993, ratified by Government of India in 2003. 

¶ CARA primarily deals with adoption of orphan, abandoned and surrendered children through its associated 
/recognised adoption agencies. 

Sources: pib. 
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7. CENTRAL ZONAL COUNCIL 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims and Mains: Zonal Councils- objectives, significance, composition and issues associated. 

¶ Context: The 21st Central Zonal Council meeting was held in Lucknow and was chaired by Union Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh. 

¶ The Council discussed various issues including road transport, Pradhanmantri Gramin Sadak Yojna, measures 
to tackle Naxal violence, modernization of Police, infrastructure development of airports, minimum support 
price, National health mission and issues related to primary schools. 

What are zonal councils? 

¶ Zonal councils have been established by the Parliament to promote interstate cooperation and coordination. 
They are statutory bodies established under the States Reorganisation Act 1956 and not constitutional 
bodies. They are only deliberative and advisory bodies. 

There are 5 five Zonal councils namely: 

¶ The Northern Zonal Council, comprising the States of Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Punjab, 
Rajasthan, National Capital Territory of Delhi and Union Territory of Chandigarh. 

¶ The Central Zonal Council, comprising the States of Chhattisgarh, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh and Madhya 
Pradesh. 

¶ The Eastern Zonal Council, comprising the States of Bihar, Jharkhand, Orissa, and West Bengal. 

¶ The Western Zonal Council, comprising the States of Goa, Gujarat, Maharashtra and the Union Territories of 
Daman & Diu and Dadra & Nagar Haveli. 

¶ The Southern Zonal Council is composed of Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Telangana and 
the Union Territory of Puducherry. 

Composition: 

¶ Chairman ς The Union Home Minister is the Chairman of each of these Councils. 

¶ Vice Chairman ς The Chief Ministers of the States included in each zone act as Vice-Chairman of the Zonal 
Council for that zone by rotation, each holding office for a period of one year at a time. 

¶ Members- Chief Minister and two other Ministers as nominated by the Governor from each of the States and 
two members from Union Territories included in the zone. 

¶ Advisers- One person nominated by the Planning Commission (which has been replaced by NITI Ayog now) for 
each of the Zonal Councils, Chief Secretaries and another officer/Development Commissioner nominated by 
each of the States included in the Zone. 

¶ Union Ministers are also invited to participate in the meetings of Zonal Councils depending upon necessity. 

The main objectives of setting up of Zonal Councils are: 

¶ Bringing out national integration. 

¶ Arresting the growth of acute State consciousness, regionalism, linguism and particularistic tendencies. 

¶ Enabling the Centre and the States to co-operate and exchange ideas and experiences. 

¶ Establishing a climate of co-operation amongst the States for successful and speedy execution of development 
projects. 

¶ Facts for Prelims: The North Eastern States i.e. (i) Assam (ii) Arunachal Pradesh (iii) Manipur (iv) Tripura (v) 
Mizoram (vi) Meghalaya (vii) Sikkim and (viii) Nagaland are not included in the Zonal Councils and their special 
problems are looked after by the North Eastern Council, set up under the North Eastern Council Act, 1972. 

Sources: the hindu. 

 

8. CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE FOR DATA ANALYTICS (CEDA) 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims and Mains: CEDA- objectives, functions and significance. 
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¶ Context: National Informatics Centre (NIC) and NIC Services Incorporated (NICSI) have jointly set up a Centre 
of Excellence for data analytics. 

About CEDA: 

¶ The Centre aims to support Government departments to unlock the hidden potential of the data that they are 
generating as part of the governance processes and use it to improve the overall governance. 

¶ It seeks to kick-start and fast track the adoption of advanced analytics and machine learning capabilities. 

Functions: 

¶ It shall provide quality data analytic services to government departments at all levels by identifying 
appropriate tools and technologies and deploying people with right expertise. 

¶ As part of its service offerings, it will help the departments understand their business requirements and define 
their analytic needs, Identify the data sets that are required to meet the analytic needs, determine access to 
the relevant data sources (both within as well as outside the government) and build the required data analytic 
solutions. 

¶ It also seeks to integrate departmental data silos and deliver an integrated whole-of government analytics for 
an integrated policy formulation. 

Sources: the hindu. 

 

Paper 2 Topic: Salient features of the Representation of 0ÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ Act. 

1. DECRIMINALISATION OF POLITICS 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: Salient features of RPA. 

¶ For Mains: Criminalisation of politics- concerns, challenges and solutions. 

¶ Context: The Supreme Court has asked the Parliament to make a law to prevent persons with serious criminal 
cases pending against them from entering legislature and be part of law making. 

Background: 

¶ A bunch of pleas had been filed raising questions whether lawmakers, who face criminal trial, can be 
disqualified from fighting elections at the stage of framing of charges against them. 

What did the court say? 

¶ The court observed that it cannot enter the legislative arena to provide disqualification of candidates, who are 
facing serious criminal cases against them. However, it asked the candidates to put in bold letter her/his 
criminal antecedents in the required affidavit. 

¶ The SC said each political party will put on its website the criminal antecedents of each of its candidates so as 
to allow the voters to make an informed choice. 

What does the RPA say? 

¶ Currently, under the Representation of Peoples (RP) Act, lawmakers cannot contest elections only after their 
conviction in a criminal case. 

¶ Section 8 of the Representation of the People (RP) Act, 1951 disqualifies a person convicted with a sentence 
of two years or more from contesting elections. But those under trial continued to be eligible to contest 
elections. The Lily Thomas case (2013), however, ended this unfair advantage. 

Criminals in Politics: 

¶ Protecting the parliamentary system from criminalisation has been the intention of the law from the 
beginning. 

Efforts by SC in this regard: 

¶ The SC has repeatedly expressed concern about the purity of legislatures. 

¶ In 2002, it made it obligatory for all candidates to file an affidavit before the returning officer, disclosing 
criminal cases pending against them. 
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¶ The famous order to introduce NOTA was intended to make political parties think before giving tickets to the 
tainted. 

¶ In its landmark judgment of March 2014, the SC accepted the urgent need for cleansing politics of 
criminalisation and directed all subordinate courts to decide on cases involving legislators within a year, or 
give reasons for not doing so to the chief justice of the high court. 

The trend: 

¶ According to the !5wΩǎ analysis of EC data, 187 MPs in the current Lok Sabha face criminal charges (that is, 
34.4 per cent). Of them, 113 face serious criminal charges. The number has gone up from 162 (76 serious) 
charges in 2009 and 128 (58 serious) in 2004. 

Main reasons for Criminalization: 

¶ Corruption 

¶ Vote bank. 

¶ Lack of governance. 

What is the way out? 

¶ There are three possible options. 
1. One, political parties should themselves refuse tickets to the tainted. 
2. Two, the RP Act should be amended to debar persons against whom cases of a heinous nature are pending 

from contesting elections. 
3. Three, fast-track courts should decide the cases of tainted legislators quickly. 

Suggested measure to curb criminalization of politics: 

¶ Bringing greater transparency in campaign financing is going to make it less attractive for political parties to 
involve gangsters. 

¶ The Election Commission of India (ECI) should have the power to audit the financial accounts of political 
parties, or political ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎΩ finances should be brought under the right to information (RTI) law. 

¶ Broader governance will have to improve for voters to reduce the reliance on criminal politicians. 

¶ Fast-track courts are necessary because politicians are able to delay the judicial process and serve for decades 
before prosecution. 

¶ The Election Commission must take adequate measures to break the nexus between the criminals and the 
politicians. 

¶ The forms prescribed by the Election Commission for candidates disclosing their convictions, cases pending in 
courts and so on in their nomination papers is a step in the right direction if it applied properly. 

Way ahead: 

¶ Corruption and criminalisation of politics is hitting at the roots of democracy. Therefore, Parliament must take 
steps urgently to curb this menace. Candidates and political parties must give wide publicity to criminal cases 
pending against her/him in the local media, both print and electronic, after s/he files nomination to contest 
elections. 

Sources: the hindu. 

 

2. PUBLISHING POLL #!.$)$!4%ȭ3 PROPAGANDA IS PAID NEWS 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: Key facts on ECI. 

¶ For Mains: Paid news menace- concerns, challenges and solutions. 

¶ Context: Election Commission of India recently told the Supreme Court that repeated publication of 
propaganda lauding the achievements of a candidate in an election is nothing but άǇŀƛŘ ƴŜǿǎέΦ 

¶ The EC has asked the court to declare whether it amounts to άǇŀƛŘ ƴŜǿǎέ if widely circulated daily newspapers 
cover statements issued by, and in the name of, a candidate. 

 

 






















































































































































































































































