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GS PAPER |

Paperl Topic: Indian culture will coverthe salientaspectsof Art Forms,Literature and Architecture from
ancientto moderntimes.

1. KHIRKI MOSQUE

1 Context:The ArchaeologicalSurvey of India (Delhi Circle) of Ministry of

Culturehasdiscovereda hoard of 254 CopperCoinsin the premisesof Khirki
Mosqueduringthe courseof conservatiorof the monument.

Thismosquelies on the southernperipheryof the villageKhirki. Themosque
wasbuilt by Khani-Jahan Junan Shah,the Prime Minister of Firoz Shah
Tughlug(135188), and is believedto be one of the sevenmosquesbuilt by
him.

2. HINDI DIWAS 2018

1 Context NationalHindiDivasor HindiDayis observedeveryyearon

Septemberl4 in Indiato promote Hindi as Matra Bhashamother
tongue)of India. Thedayis a celebrationof the Hindilanguageand |
its culturalheritageandvaluesamongthe peopleof the countryand )
abroad.

/7_ 1

& oRasT,

Why do we celebrateNational Hindi Diwas? o ) 9 Nt o

i The Constituentassemblyof India adopted Hindi as the official

languageof the countryon Septembeil4,1949underArticle 343.1t startedbeingobservedasHindiDayafter

stalwartslike BeoharRajendraSimha,HazariPrasadDwivedi,KakaKalelkar,Maithili SharanGupt and Seth
GovindDaslobbiedhardfor the cause.

Hindilanguagéds spokenby asmanyas250million peopleasthe originallanguageandit isthe fourth language
of the world.

3. SWADESHDARSHANSCHEME

Whatto study? NARSE
a1l 1121

1 For Prelims and Mains: Key features and

)l

significance of the scheme, various circuits BUDDHIST, Himalayan, | ODISHA has infra

covered. Coastal, Krishna and North- | to anchor cruise
East circuits identified vessels at

Context:Two coastaltourism projects taken up under Swadesh Gopalpur-

under SwadeshDarshanschemewere recently ~ Darshan scheme FEASIBILITY

on-Sea and

inauguratedby the Vice President. ° OF RIVER Dhamra,
o L INTRODUCTION of | CRUISEALSO | pyt such
Thefirst circuitincludesbeautificationof Nellore cruisa vessels 70 BE Facilitios
tank and PulicatLake,facelift to Nelapattu Bird from one coastal EXPLORED need to be
Sanctuary, construction of a restaurant and destination to developed at
developmentof UbbalaMadugu, KothaKoduru, another being mooted other places

Mypadu, Rama Theertram, and
project.

ISUkapa”i I —,

The second coastaltourism circuit is aimed at developingKakinadaport, Hope Island, CoringaWildlife
Sanctuaryconstructionof cottagesand woodenhuts at Passarlapudidduruand SYanamand development
of Kotipalliproject.

www.insightsias.com 7
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About SwadeshDarshanScheme:

1 TheTourismMinistry had launchedW{ & I B $ N& KcheyhQvith an objectiveto developtheme-based
tourist circuitsin the country. Thesetourist circuitswill be developedon the principlesof hightourist value,
competitivenessnd sustainabilityin anintegratedmanner.

Featuresof SwadeshDarshanScheme;

1 Theschemes 100%centrally fundedfor the projectcomponentsundertakenfor publicfunding.

1 Toleveragethe voluntary funding availablefor Corporate SocialResponsibility (CSR)nitiatives of Central
PublicSectorUndertakingsand corporatesector.

1 Fundingof individualproject will varyfrom state to state andwill be finalisedon the basisof detailedproject
reports preparedby PMC(ProgrammeManagementCorsultant).

1 ANational SteeringCommittee(NSCill be constitutedwith Ministerin chargeof M/O TourismasChairman,
to steerthe missionobjectivesandvisionof the scheme.

1 AMissionDirectorateheadedby the Member Secretary NSCasa nodal officer will help in identification of
projectsin consultationwith the States/UTsgovernmentsandother stakeholders.

1 PMCwill beanational level consultantto be appointedby the MissionDirectorate.

Paper1 Topic ModernIndian history from about the middle of the eighteenthcentury until the present
significant events personalitiesssues.

1. DAKSHINABHARAT HINDI PRACHARSABHA

What to study?
1 ForPrelimsandMains:Aboutthe Sabhaits objectives significance.

1 Context:ThePresidenof India,ShriRamNathKovindjnauguratedhe centenarycelebrationsof the Dakshina
BharatHindiPracharSabhaon September22,2018.

About DakshinaBharatHindi PracharSabha:

i Theorganisatiorwasestablishedby AnnieBesantin 1918with supportfrom Mahatma Gandhj who became
the founderpresidentof the Sabhawho heldthe posttill hisdeath.

1 In 1964, the institution was recognisedby the Indian Governmentas one of the Institutes of National
Importance

9 It wasestablishedto propagate the study of Hindiin the then Madras Presidencyand princely states of
BanganapalleCochin HyderabadMysore,Pudukkottai,Sanduruand Travancore.

§ Thefirst Hindiclasswastakenby D I Y R $oaD@vdasGandhi

Paper1 Topic History of the world will include eventsfrom 18th century suchas industrial revolution,
world wars, redrawing of national boundaries,colonization, decolonization,political philosophieslike
communismgcapitalism,socialismetc- their formsand effecton the society.

1. BATTLE OFHAIFA

What to study?
1 ForPrelimsandMains:Significancend featuresof Battle of Haifa.

1 Context:The northern Israeli coastalcity of Haifa,on September6", celebratedthe centenaryyear of its
liberation from Ottomanrule during World War |, honouringthe brave Indian soldierswho laid down their
livesin what is consideredy i K$greatcavalrycampaignnK A & G 2 NB ¢ ®

www.insightsias.com 8
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Haifaday: by,

L ‘fif‘.j-'(, |

1 ThelndianArmycommemoratesSeptember |
23everyyearasHaifaDayto payits respects |
to thethree Indian Cavalry Regiments ¢
Mysore, Hyderabad and Jodhpur Lancers
that helped liberate Haifa following a
dashingcavalryaction by the 15th Imperial
ServiceCavalryBrigadeof the then British
IndianArmyat the Battle of Haifain 1918.

History and significanceof Haifa war and its
Indian Cemetery:

1 Owingto its rail and harbour, Israeliport city of Haifawasa strategicsupplybase.In addition to Haifa,the

AlliedForcesalsoengineereda planto annexeNazarethand Damascun presentday Israeland Syria.

0 OnSeptember23,1918,the 15th (ImperialServicelCavalrBrigadecomprisingancersfrom the regiments
of princelystatesof JodhpurandMysoreinflicted heavyassaulion positionsheld by OttomanTurksin and
aroundthe city of Haifa.Eventually the Indian cavalrybrigadesfighting under the leadershipof British
GeneraEdmundAllenbyhelpedliberate Haifafrom the clutchesof the TurkishGermanforces.

U Thevictory was evenmore specialasthe Indian soldierswere armed only with lances(a kind of spear)
and swordswhile the Turkshadin their possessiomdvanceartillery andmachineguns.Thelndiantroops
displayedexemplarycavalryskillsand valour during what was consideredto be the last major cavalry
campaigrin military history.

TeenMurti memorial:

1 TheTeenMurti memorialwasconstructedin 1922in the memoryof the Indiansoldiersfrom three princely
statesnamelyJodhpurHyderabadand Mysorewho servedpresentday
9 Gazastrip, Israeland Palestineduringthe World War | under BritishIndia Army.

Paperl Topic Salientfeaturesof Indian Society Diversity of India.

1. FAMILY LAW REFORM

What to study?

1 ForPrelims:Constitutionalprovisionsrelatedto Uniform CivilCode.
1 ForMains:Overviewof the consultationpaper,suggestionsnade, UCGE need,concernschallengesandis it
suitablefor India?

1 Context:Law Commissiorhas releaseda ConsultationPaperon Family Law Reform Thisconsultationon
family law reformsin India, discusses range of provisionswithin all family laws, secularor personal,and
suggesta numberof changedo in the form of potentialamendmentsandfreshenactments.

Highlights:

1 Reformfamily law: Asgeneralsuggestiongo reforming family law, the paperdiscusseshe introduction of
new groundsfor Wy R ddivaic® accompaniedoy correspondingchangesto provisionson alimony and
maintenancerights of differently-abledindividualswithin marriage the thirty-day period for registrationof
marriagesunder SpeciaMarriageAct; uncertaintyandinequalityin ageof consentfor marriage,compulsory
registrationof marriage bigamyupon conversioretc.

1 UnderHindulaw the paperamongotherissueddiscusseproblemswith provisiondike restitution of conjugal
rights, and further suggestghe inclusionof conceptssuch asW O 2 Y'Y dfyL N & J6f.Iha@rred couple,
abolitionof coparcenaryrightsof illegitimatechildrenet al. Therearefurther suggestion$or addressingelf
acquiredproperty of aHindufemale.

1 UnderMuslim law the paperdiscusseshe reform in inheritancelaw through codificationof Muslim law on
inheritance,but ensuringthat the codifiedlaw is genderjust. The paperalsodiscusseshe rights of a widow,
and the changesapplicationto generallaws suchas introduction of community of (selfacqured) property
after marriage,inclusionof irretrievablebreakdownof marriageasa groundfor divorce.

www.insightsias.com 9
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f  UnderParsilaw there are suggestionselatingto protectingmarriedg 2 Y S gigtt #o inherit property even
if they marry outsidetheir community.

1 Adoption processThepaper alsosuggestdhe expansionof the JuvenileJustice(Careand Protection)Act,
2015,to makeit into arobustseculadawthat canbe accessedby individualsof all communitiesfor adoption.
Thereare suggestiongor amendingthe guidelinesfor adoptionandalsoa suggestiorto alter the languageof
the Actto accommodateall genderidentities. The paperdiscussesacunaewithin custodyand guardianship
laws, statutory or customary,and suggestghat the W6 $etiest of the O K AhfisB ®emainthe paramount
considerationn decidingmatters of custodyregardlesof anyprevailingpersonalaw in place.

1 Specialattention to North- East:Althoughthe sixth scheduleprovidesexemptionsand exemptionsto states
in the North Eastand tribal areas,it hassuggestedhat efforts of 2 Y S gr@adisationsn these areasbe
acknowledgedndrelieduponin thisregardto suggestvaysin whichfamilylaw reform couldbe aidedby the
state evenwhen direct intervention may not be possible.Sincea numberof theseissuessuchaspolygamy,
nikahhalala,settlementof aParsig A FpEofedity for benefit of children,aswell asthe law on adulteryamong
othersis presentlysubjudice beforethe SupremeCourt,they havebeendiscussedn the paper.

Views on Uniform CivilCode:

f  TheLawCommissioreelsthat a Uniform CivilCode(UCC)sd y S AnédéSaxyhor desirableatthisd G 3 S b ¢

Why is UCds not desirableat this point?

9 Secularismcannot contradict the plurality prevalentin the country. Besides cultural diversity cannot be
compromisedo the extent that our urge for uniformity itself becomesa reasonfor threat to the territorial
integrity of the nation.

 Theterm WY& S O dzhdsridaranyoflly if it assureghe expressiorof any form of difference Thisdiversity,
both religiousandregional shouldnot getsubsumedinderthe loudervoiceof the majority. At the sametime,
discriminatorypracticeswithin areligionshouldnot hide behindthe cloakof that faith to gainlegitimacy.

What is needednow?

1 Thewayforward maynot be UCCbut the codificationof all personallawssothat prejudicesand stereotypes
in every one of them would come to light and can be tested on the anvil of fundamertal rights of the
Constitution.

1 Bycodificationof different personallaws,one canarrive at certainuniversalprinciplesthat prioritise equity
ratherthanimpositionof a Uniform Code whichwould discouragenanyfrom usingthe law altogether,given
that mattersof marriageand divorcecanalsobe settled extrajjudicially.

Way ahead:

9 Differencedoesnot alwaysimply discriminationin a robustdemocracyA unified nation doesnot necessarily
needto haved dzy A ¥ 2Bffdftahav@tdlie madeto reconcileour diversitywith universalandindisputable
argumentson humanrights.

What is uniform civil code?

1 Uniform civil Codeis a proposalto havea genericset of governinglawsfor everycitizenwithout takinginto
consideratiorthe religion.

What the constitution says?

1 Article 44 of the Constitutionsaysthat there should be a Uniform CivilCode.Accordingto this article,& ¢ K S
Stateshallendeavorto securefor the citizensa uniform civil codethroughoutthe territory of L Y R Sitkcéthe
DirectivePrinciplesare only guidelinesijt is not mandatoryto usethem.

—_—

Paper1Topid 2T 1 A T &£ xI1 1 AT AT AVomdniekhtedisdues OCAT EUAOQE]

1. KRISHNAKUTIR

What to study?

1 ForPrelims:KrishnaKutir, SwadhaiGrehscheme.
1 ForMains:Significanc®f the schemeandvariousinitiativesfor the empowerment of women.

www.insightsias.com 10
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f  Context Union Ministry of Women and Child Developmentrecently inauguratedg A R 2 iip@e® Y NR
Y dz(af Widavanin Mathura, Uttar PradeshThe construction of the home was funded by Central
Governmentandit will be managedby the Uttar PradeshGovernment.

KrishnaKutir:

1 KrishnaKutiris a specialhomefor 1000widows setunder SwadharGrehschemeandisthe largesteverfacility
of its kind createdby governmentorganization.t wasconstructedto mitigate the plight of widowslivingin
patheticconditionin Vrindavan.

About SwadharGrehScheme:

1 The Swadharschemewaslaunchedby the Union Ministry of Women and Child Developmentin 2002 for
rehabilitationof womenin difficult circumstances.

Theschemeprovidesshelter,food, clothingand careto the marginalizedvomen/girlswho arein need.
Thebeneficiarieancludewidowsdesertedby their familiesandrelatives,womenprisonersreleasedrom jail
and without family support, women survivorsof natural disasters,women victims of terrorist/extremist
violenceetc.

T
)l

Implementation of the scheme:

1 TheState Governments/UTAdministrationinvite applicationsfrom eligible organizationsand the proposals
whichfulfil the normsare placedbefore a ProjectSanctioningCommittee(PSCghairedby Secetary(WCDPf
the State/UTconcerned.

Asper guidelinesof the SwadharGreh Schemetjo seekfinancial assistanceghe agencyshould meet following
requirements:

1 Theagencyshouldbe either recognizedby State/UTunder existinglaw or shouldbe well known with the
experienceor workingin the field for at least3 yearsandits work shouldbe reported satisfactoryby the State
Govt./UTAdministrationconcerned.

It shouldordinarily havebeenengagedn the field of g 2 Y S wieliate/socialwelfare for a minimum period

of two years.

Its financialpositionshouldbe sound.

It shouldhavefacilities,resourcesexperienceand personnelto undertakethe managemenbf suchproject.

It shouldrun SwadhaiGrehon a no-profit basis.

It shouldhavefacilitieslike computers,internet connectionetc at SwadhaiGreh.

= =4 =4 =

2. INTERNATIONALWOMENENTREPRENEURSUMMIT

What to study?

ForPrelims:InternationalWomenEntrepreneursSummit keyfacts, SAWDF.
ForMains:Significanceind outcomesof the summit, Challenge$acedby womenentrepreneurs.

Context:ThelnternationalWomenEntrepreneursSummit2018is beingheld in Kathmandu Nepal.
It is organisedby the SouthAsianWomenDevelopment-orum.
Theme:d 9 |j dzbefjidsviite Economi® Y L2 6 SNXY Sy (i ¢ ®

=A =/ =4 =4 =4

The main objectiveof the summitis to bring together achieverswomen businessleaders,professionals,
international service providers, resource organisations,experts, government representativesand other
stakeholderswith afocuson innovativeeconomictransformation through discussiongnd collaborations.

SouthAsianWomenDevelopmentForum(SAWDF):

1 SAWDHs anautonomousnonprofit organizationbasedin KathmanduNepal.

1 Iltwasgrantedthe statusof SAAR®Recognize@odyby 36th Sessiof SAARCounciMinistersat 18th SAARC
Summitheldin Kathmandun 2014.

1 ltisfirst SAAR®Recognizedodyorganisationnvorkingon womenentrepreneursssues.
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It representsnational women Sy (i N5 LINGSsgciatiahsBr Qrganizations,institutions working towards
economicissuesof womenentrepreneursin SAAR®Region.
f  Itsmemberships basedon organizationsvith extensivework aroundg 2 Y S ghfdgreneurship.

3. SUPREMECOURTBATSFORMINOR RAPESURVIVORS

What to study?

1 ForPrelims:AboutNALSAandits compensationscheme.
1 ForMains:Needfor compensationn this matter, measureneededto strengthenthe system.

1 Context:In supportof minor survivorsof rape or sexualassaultthe SupremeCourtof Indiahasissueda slew
of guidelines.

Highlights:

9 Minor survivorsof rape or sexualassaultwill get compensationon par with women victims.National Legal
Serviced dzii K 2 (NALSArOndpensationschemefor women rape and sexualassaultsurvivorsshall be
extendedto minor children.

9 SpecialJudgesunder the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSOActshould disburse
compensationto minor victims of sex abuse as per the b ! [ { W/Q#& Y LIS ySchemefad® yWomen
Victims/Survivoref SexualAssault/OtherCrimesH n my Q @

TheNALSAompensationscheme:

TheNALSAschemeprovidesa uniform paymentof 5 lakhto amaximum 10lakhfor &  ff & @n8té
gangrapesurvivorsn anypart of the country.Similarly jn caseof rapeandunnaturalsexuakhssaultthe victim
wouldgetaminimumof rakhandmaximun of 7lakhascompensation.

1 Amongother categoriesjf a victim suffersthe lossof foetus, that is, by miscarriageasa result of assaultor
lossfertility, the NALSAchemeoffersa compensatiorof 2 lakhto 3 lakh.

1 The schemeprovidesa victim of acid attacks,in caseof disfigurementof face, would get a minimum
compensatiorof 7 lakh,while the upperlimit wouldbe 8 lakh.In acidattack casesijf the injury wasmore
than 50%,a minimumcompensatiorof 5 lakhwould be given,while the maximum wouldbe 8 lakh.

Way ahead:

1 The NALSAschemewould be made applicableto minor victims from October 2 until the Centre frames
compensatiorguidelinesunderthe POCSO.

Background:

1 Theorder is a product of the legal efforts undertakenby senior advocatelndira Jaisingwho haslent her
expertisein the casefor uniform compensationfor rape survivors.

1 Thecasehadbegunin the SupremeCourtwith Ms. Jaisingaisingher voiceagainstthe dormant state of the
Nirbhayafunds.

1 Shehasarguedthat compensatia for sexabusesurvivorsshouldbe a sourceof financialsolacefor victimsof
sexcrimesandacidattacksduringcourt trial.

About NALSA:

1 NALSAasbeenconstitutedunder the LegalServicesAuthoritiesAct, 1987,to providefree legalserviceso
weakersectionsof society.

1 Theaim isto ensurethat opportunities for securingjustice are not deniedto any citizen by reasonsof
economicor other disabilities.

Important functions performed by NALSA:

1 NALSArganised okAdalatsfor amicablesettlementof disputes.

1 NALSAdentifiesspecificcategoriesof the marginalisecand excludedgroupsandformulatesvariousschemes
for the implementationof preventiveand strategiclegalserviceprogrammes.

1 Servicesprovided by the agencyinclude free legal aid in civil and criminal matters for the poor and
marginalisecpeoplewho cannotafford the servicesof alawyerin anycourt or tribunal.
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1 Freelegalservicesncludeprovisionof aidandadviceto beneficiariedo accesshe benefitsunderthe welfare
statutesand schemesandto ensureaccesgo justicein anyother manner.

4. SWAYANGSIDDHANITIATIVE

What to study?
1 ForPrelimsand Mains:Keyfeaturesandsignificanceof the scheme.

1 Context:Tocombathumantrafficking,the WestBengabovernmenthasrolled out ascheme Swayangsiddha
in its different districts.

Background:
1 Asthe perthe NCRRlataWestBengahashighestrecordedcaseof traffickingamongthe States.
Highlightsof the scheme:

1 Swayangsiddhayhichmeansselfreliance will be executed by the WestBengalPolice.

1 Theschemeaimsto empoweryoungboysandgirlsto makeinformedchoicessothat they arelessvulnerable
to traffickingandchild marriage.

1 Swayangsiddh&roupshavebeenformedin schoolsaandcollegeswith interestedstudents. Thesegroupswere
formedwith studentsbetweenthe agegroupof 12to 21years.

Objectivesof the mission:

1 Raisingawarenes®n human,genderand child rightsand strengtheningpreventionof humantraffickingand

childmarriageusinga convergingapproach.

Engagingouth from different schoolsand collegeso combathumantraffickingand child marriage.

Strengtheningesponsanechanismin collaborationwith Policeandchild protectioncommitteesto build safe

community.

1 Strengtheningaccesgo schemesand entitlements on education,training, livelihood and food security for
vulnerablegroups.

)l
)l

5. TRIPLETALAQ ORDINANCE

Whatto Study?

1 ForPrelims:Highlightsof the ordinanceandthe proposedBill.
1 ForMains:Significancendthe needfor alegislationon this.

1 Context The Union Cabinet has approvedan ordinance making instant triple talaq or talage-biddat a
punishableoffencecarryingajail term of up to three years

1 Thestepwastakenafter the governmentfailedto passthe MuslimWomen(Protectionof Rightson Marriage)
Bill,2017,in the RajyaSabhaduringthe recentmonsoonsession.

Background:

1 InAugustiastyear,afive-judgebenchof the SupremeCourtruled unconstitutionalalaw that allowedMuslim
mento divorcetheir wivessimplyby utteringa @ I thiedjtinesin quicksuccessiorin alandmark3-2 verdict,
the apexcourt found the practiceun-Islamicandd | NJB A @nbldishigéeédihat triple talaqwasan integral
part of religiouspractice.

What are the provisions?

9 Triple talagremainscognizablewith a maximumof three yearsimprisonmentandafine.

1 Tripletalaqwill be recognisedasa crimeonly whenawoman or her blood relative files a complaintwith the
police

1 Acompromisecanbe achievedonly whenthe womaniswilling andsayssoto a magistrate Amagistratecan
grantbailonly afterthe 4 A Fcbr@ent.
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1 Thecustodyof childrenfrom the marriagewill go to the woman.
1 Themotheris entitled to maintenancedeterminedby a magistrate.
 ThelawR 2 S &ffe€ dammuand Kashmir.

BILL AGAINST TRIPLE TALAQ PENDING IN RAJYA SABHA

P The Union cabinet on Wednesday approved the instant triple talaq ordinance, making the practice a criminal act

430 incidents of triple talag have come to  (IWill again appeal to Sonia ji that

the government'’s notice so far between : ] . JEUL0
Jantary 2017 1o/ September 2015 this ordinance has been brought in

Out of these, 229 such cases came the 1nte.rest.of the country to bring <k
up before the Supreme Court ¢  gender justice. I appeal to you to :

L ===  Tise above vote bank politics and \
201 cases were after the SC judgement help passit in the interest of

P> The ordinance makes provision for a JLlS'[lCG for Women’
woman or her blood relative to file a case Ravi Shankar N
before a police station to make the offence  prasad :
cognizable. A compromise can also be Law minister

reached before a magistrate after the
affected woman consents to it.

“Modi Government is using ‘Instant Triple ~"I'welcome the centre's decision to bring an ordinance
Talaq’ as a ‘Political Football’ for ‘Fake Credit = to make triple talaq a penal offence. It is a huge step
Seeking’!” ~ towards empowering Muslim women in the country”
Randeep Singh Surjewala, Congress spokesperson - Ishrat Jahan, petitioner

What isinstant triple talaq?

1 Instanttriple talaq or talage-biddat is a practicethat was challengedin the court. It is different from the
practiceof & (i I-l-& dizy” y Whictéiconsideredto be the ideal form of dissolutionof marriagecontract
amongMuslims.

1 Underthelatter form, oncethe husbandoronouncegalaq,the wife hasto observeathree-monthiddat period
coveringthree menstrualcyclesduring which the husbandcan arbitrate and re-conciliatewith the wife. In
caseof cohabitationbetweenthe couple,duringthesethree months,the talagisrevoked.However whenthe
period of iddat expiresandthe husbanddoesnot revokethe talaq either expresslyor by consummationthe
talagisirrevocableandfinal.

1 Inthe practiceof talag-e-biddat, whenamanpronouncedalaqthrice in asitting, or throughphone,or writes
in atalagnamaor atext messagethe divorceis consideredmmediateandirrevocable evenif the manlater
wishesto re-conciliate.

Statusin neighbouringcountries:

f Indiaand 22 other countrieshavebannedtriple talag. L Y R delgf®dursPakistanBangladestand SriLanka
are amongthe countriesthat havebannedthe practiceof instanttriple talaq prevalentamongMuslimsfor
divorce.

1 InPakistanand Bangladeshthe law requiresthe manwho wishesto divorcehiswife to givethe WI NJb A (i
O 2 dzya@ritén@otice of hishavingdoneso,and supplya copyof the sameto hiswife.

1 InPakistantriple talagwasabolishedwhenit issuedits Muslim FamilyLawOrdinancein 1961, accordingto
GeoNews.In Afghanistandivorcethroughthree pronouncementanadein only one sitting is consideredto

be invalid. Sri[ | Y {Marfia@e and Divorce(Muslim) Act, 1951, amendedup to 2006, also prohibits triple
talag.

Way ahead:

1 Indiafollows a secularapproachwith religiousgroupsbeingallowedto managetheir own affairswithin the
law, and most of thesedivorceesneverseejusticeor evena chanceat reconciliationwith the husband.The

moveto criminaliseinstantdivorce therefore,isbeingtouted asa stepforward for the rightsof IndianMuslim
women.
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6. PORTALSTO STRENGTHENVOMENSAFETYLAUNCHED

What to study?

1 ForPrelims:Keyfeaturesof portalslaunched.
1 ForMains:Issuesand challengesnvolvedin womensafety.

1 Context:Thegovernmenthaslaunchediwo portalsto strengthenWomenSafety:
1. CyberCrime PreventionagainstWomen and Children (CCPWCportal to check objectionableonline
content.

2. NationalDatabaseon SexuaOffenders(NDSOJo aidin monitoring& investigationof sexualcrimes.
Details:

1. CyberCrimePreventionagainstWomenand Children(CCPWQortal:

o The portal will receive complaints from citizens on objectionable online content related to child
pornography child sexualabusematerial, sexuallyexplicitmaterialsuchasrape and gangrape.

0 The portal is convenientand user friendly that will enable complainantsin reporting caseswithout
disclosingtheir identity. Thiswill not only aid the victims/complainantsbut also help the civil society
organizationsandresponsiblecitizensto anonymouslyeport complaintspertainingto child pornography,
child sexualabusematerialor sexuallyexplicitmaterialsuchasrapeandgangrape.

o Complainantganalsouploadthe objectionablecontentand URLto assistin the investigationbythe State
Police.Thecomplaintsregisteredthrough this portal will be handledby police authorities of respective
State/UTsThereare other featuressuchasa victim or complainantcantrack his/her report by opting for
& @t and( NJ dptlor usinghis/her mobile number.

0 TheNationalCrimeRecordsBureau(NCRBvill proactivelyidentify suchobjectionablecontentandtake
up with intermediariedfor its removal.Forthis NCRBasalreadybeennotified asthe Governmenbf India
agencyto issuenoticesunder Section79(3)bof ITAct.

2. National Databaseon SexualOffenders(NDSO):

0 TheNationalDatabasen SexuaDffenders NDSOhichisaccessibl®nlyto law enforcementagencies,
will assistin effectivelytrackingandinvestigatingcasesof sexualoffences.

o It isacentraldatabaseof @ & S B delFtS yilRtBeNBuatry which will be maintainedby the NCREor
regularmonitoringandtrackingbythe StatePolice Thedatabasdsaccessiblenlyto the lawenforcement
agenciedor investigationand monitoring purpose.

0 Thedatabasewill includeoffendersconvictedunderchargesof rape,gangrape, POCS@nd eveteasing.
At presentthe databasecontains4.4lakhentries.

0 TheStatePolicehavebeenrequestedto regularlyupdatethe databaserom 20050nwards.Thedatabase
includesname,addressphotographandfingerprintdetailsfor eachentry. However the databasewill not
compromiseanyA Y RA Qprivadyl f Qa

Way ahead:
1 Thetwo portalslaunchedare part of efforts in the direction of strengtheningsecurityof womenandchildren.
However the field levelchallengeshaveto be overcomeby the Policeat the groundlevelto ensurespeedy

justiceto the victims. The securityagenciesshouldfully utilize potential of the two portals and update the
databaseregularlyfor greatereffectiveness.

1 Thereis alsoneed for timebound completion of investigationin sexualcrimesto instill deterrenceamong
potential offenders.

7. SABARIMALATEMPLEOPENSTO WOMENOFALL AGES

What to study?

9 ForPrelims:Locationof Sabarimaldaemple.
1 ForMains:Templeentry- ban,needfor revival,questionof FRsat stakeandissuesassociated.

1 Context:Condemninghe prohibition ashegemonicpatriarchy,the SupremeCourthaslifted the centuries
old practiceof prohibitingwomento enter the Lord Ayyappaemple at Sabarimalan Kerala.
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2 K| fheigsue?

1

Thelegendhasit that the temple deity Ayyappafollowed celibacyall through his life. Therefore,women
devoteesof menstruatingage are consideredéA Y LJddyBupportersof the ban and are prohibited from
enteringthe temple,on the pretextthat they would disturbthe celibacyof the deity.

Viewsof the court:

1

T
T

Ononesidewe prayto goddessespnthe other, womenof acertainageareconsidered¥ A Y3 Jailbddualistic
approachis nothingbut patriarchypractisedin religion

Exclusioron groundsof biologicalandphysiologicaleatureslike menstruationwastherefore unconstitutional
asit isviolativeof the right to equalityanddignity of women

Hence,Rule 3(b) of the KeralaHindu Placesof PublicWorship (Authorisationof Entry) Act of 1965, which
mandates the prohibition in Sabarimalatemple, ultra vires the Constitution. The Rule violated the
fundamentalright of a Hinduwomanto offer worshipat a place of her choice.Rightto worshipis equally
availableto menandwomen.

Dissentingviews:

1

JusticdnduMalhotra, the lonewomanjudgeon the ConstitutionBench dissentedrom the majority opinion.
Sheheldthat the determinationof what constituted an essentialpracticein a religionshouldnot be decided
by judgeson the basisof their personalviewpoints

Sheheldthat essentialityof areligiouspracticeor customhadto be decidedwithin the religion.It wasamatter
of personalfaith. Constiutional morality in a pluralisticsocietygavefreedomto practiceevenirrational or
illogicalcustomsand usages.

Harmonizationof fundamentalrights with religionincludedprovidingfreedom for diversesectsto practise
their customsand beliefs. Therebre, the Judgeheld that there were strong, plausiblereasonsto showthat
Ayyappadevoteeshad attributes of a religiousdenomination.

Theyhavedistinctnames properties.Besidesthe Sabarimaldaemplewasnot fundedout of the Consolidated
Fund.

Signifcanceof the verdict:

 TheSupreme/ 2 dzMdinQ éstablisheshe legal principle that individual freedom prevailsover purported
group rights, evenin matters of religion. Devoteesof Lord Ayyappado not constitute a separatereligious
denominationandthat the prohibition on womenis not an essentiajpart of Hindureligion.

1 Beyondthe legality of the practice,the court hasalsosoughtto grapplewith the stigmatisationof women
devoteeshasedon a medievalview of menstruationassymbolisingmpurity and pollution.

f Thedecisionreaffirmsthe/ 2 y & (i A iiadsioimatiye@riracterand derivesstrengthfrom the centrality it
accordgo fundamentalrights.

Way ahead:

91 Devotioncannotbe subjectedo the stereotypesof gender.Stigmabuilt aroundtraditional notionsof impurity
has no place in the constitutional order, and exclusionbased on the notion of impurity is a form of
untouchability.

1 Any rule based on segregationof women pertaining to biological characteristicsis indefensible and

unconstitutional.

Paper1 Topic Population and associatedissuespoverty and developmentalissuesurbanization, their
problemsand their remedies.

1. MOBILISE YOUR CITYNYC) PROGRAMME

Whatto study?

)l
)l

ForPrelimsandMains: Significancendfeaturesof MYCprogramme L Y R &sso€lation.

Context India and Francehave signedan implementation agreementon & a h . L YOQUR/9L ¢(M¥C)
programme.
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1 Basednaproposalmadeby AFDin 2015,the EuropeariJnionhasagreedto providefundsof Euro3.5million
through the AFDto contribute to specificinvestmentsand technical assistancecomponentswithin the
Mobilise YourCity (MY Cprogrammein India.

About Mobilise YourCity (MYC):

1 MobiliseYourCitfMYC)isa global climate initiative for integrated urban mobility planning,and one of 15
internationaltransportinitiativesof the UN GlobalClimateAction Agenda(GCAA).

U Mobilise YourCity (MYC)is part of an international initiative whichis supportedby the Frenchandthe
GermanGovernmentsand was launchedat 214 Conferenceof Parties(COP21)neetingin December,
2015.

U0 TheMYCisan initiative combining urban mobility objectivesand climate considerations It aims at
providingsolutionsin a fully integrated manner,analysingdifferent modesof transportationwithin the
urbanfabric, with the objectiveof providingpeoplelongterm, sustainableadequate reliableand cost
efficienttransportationopportunities.

U Theproject seeksto back 100 cities worldwide in three years which are engagedn sustainableurban
mobility planningto reducegreenhousegasemissions.

U Inindia,the MYCaimsat supportingthree pilot citiesviz. Nagpur,Kochiand Ahmedabadin their efforts
to reducetheir GreenHouseGas(GHG)emissionsrelated to urban transport by implementingurban
mobility plansat locallevelandto helpIndiaat nationallevelto improvetheir sustainabldransportpolicy.

U Thethree pilot cities selectedunder the programmeaswell as MoHUAwill benefit from the Technical
Assistanceactivities.

Themain componentsof the proposedassistanceare:

1. Tosupportplanningandimplementationof sustainablaurbantransportprojects.
2. Supportto strengtheningnstitutional capacityfor regulating,steeringand planningurban mobility.
3. Learningandexchangdormatswith other citiesacrossndiafor exchange®n bestpractices.

2.037! #( (H 3 %6 MGVEMENT

What to study?

1 ForPrelims:Basidactson Swachhatadi Sevamovementand SwachiBharatMission.
ForMains:Significanceand performanceof SBM shortcomingsaandwaysto addresghem.

1
 ContextW{ ¢ I OKiK B @rlo®menthasbeenlaunchedacrossthe countryon Septemberl5,2018.
1

Aim: Overthe nexttwo weeksleadingto October2 ¢ GandhiJayantic the Swachhatddi Sevamovementaims
to ensurea high standardof cleanlinessacrossthe country, which was MahatmaD | Y R @téaf for the
nation.

Significanceof the campaign:

1 Thecampaignfor a SwachhBharator cleanindia, which beganfour yearsago,wasmadeinto a nation-wide
movementtoday.

f  October2, 2018will mark the beginningof the 150" year of Mahatma D | Yy R Isirth Qaéid the government
plansto realisehisdreamof a cleanindia.

About the campaign:

1 Thecampaigns beingcoordinatedby the Ministry of DrinkingWater and Sanitation the conveningMinistry
for the SwachBharatMission.

f The objective of the campaignis to mobilise people and reinforce the & WIl ¥ y R 2forlsahiation to
contributeto MahatmaD I y Rd¢darfiai a Cleanindia.

1 It will seelargescalemobilisationof peoplefrom all walksof life to undertakeshramdaarfor cleanlinessand
constructionof toilets and to maketheir environmentsfree from open defecation. Therewill be targeted
cleaningof publicandtourist places.

1 Ministry of DrinkingWater and Sanitationhas made elaborate plansalongwith the State Governmentsto
involvepeoplefrom variouswalksof life andmakethis anunprecedented_JS 2 LdfarBp@ign.
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1 Reachingut to the poor and marginalisedand providingthem with sustainablesanitationservicesvould be
the hallmarkof this campaign.

Background:

1 SwachhBharatAbhiyanis a campaignwhich waslaunchedon 2 October2014,and aimsto eradicateopen
defecationby 2019,andis a nationalcampaigngcovering4,04 1 statutory citiesandtowns.

 Its predecessorsverethe & b A NBYidrat! 0 K A arld gefore that the & ¢ 2 Sahithtion/ | Y LI X8y

3. MULTIDIMENSIONALPOVERTYINDEX?2018

Three Years of Schooling
Dimensions = Education
of School Attendance
Poverty
Cooking Fuel
o Sanitation
— vaulg Water
Standard Electuicity
Floor
Assets

Whatto study?

1
)l

About Multidimensional PovertyIndex (MPI):

|l
)l

How is the globalMPI2018alignedwith the SustainableDevelopmentGoals?

)l
|l
)l

missionwasdividedinto two partst urbanandrural.

Ten Indicators

Nutntion

e Health
Child Mortality

ForPrelims:MP} keyfacts,L Y R petfofndance.
ForMains:Keyfindingsof the report, multidimensionaboverty- globaland countrylevelchallengesgoncerns
andwaysto addresghem.

Context:The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)and the Oxford Poverty and Human
Developmentnitiative (OPHIhavereleasedthe 2018 MultidimensionalPovertylndex(MPI).

The MPI providesthe most comprehensiveview of the variouswaysin which 1.3 billion people worldwide
experiencepovertyin their daily life.
The MPI looks at the multifaceted nature of poverty. It identifies LIS 2 LHefiGeiionsacrosshree key
dimensiong; health, educationandliving standards lackingamenitiessuchcleanwater, sanitation,adequate
nutrition or primary education. Thosewho are left behindin at leasta third of the a t Lc@mponentsare
definedasmultidimensionallypoor.

Rather than viewing challengesone by one, in silos, the MPI shows how deprivationsrelated to SDGs
1,2,3,4,6,7and11 are concretelyinterlinkedin poor LJS 2 LIveS.Q &

Ratherthan providingonly national headlinesthe globalMPIis disaggregatedy subnationalregion, area,
ethnicity, or agecohort.

Theindicatorsunderlyingthe globd MP12018havebeenrevisedto better alignwith the SDGs.
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Performanceof India:

)l
)l

Indiahasmadegiant stridesin reducingmultidimensionalpoverty, bringingdown its poverty rate from 55%
to 28%in ten years.

Between200506 and 201516, more than 271 million people have comeout of the clutchesof poverty in
India. However,Indiastill hasthe largestnumber of peopleliving in multidimensionalpoverty in the world-
around364million people.156 million out of 364 million peoplewho are MPIpoorin 2015/2016are children.
L ¥ R échlédfipoverty reduction hasparallelswith the phenomenallevel of poverty reduction achievedin
Chinaadecadeor soearlier.L y R dcaleff inultidimensionapovertyreductionoverthe decadefrom 2005/6

to 2015/16¢ from 635 million poor personsto 364 million¢ canbe comparedto the speedypaceof/ KA Yy

povertyreduction,which occurredovermore than 20 years.

Acrossnearlyeverystate, poor nutrition is the largestcontributor to multidimensionalpoverty. Not havinga
householdnemberwith at leastsixyearsof educationisthe secondargestcontributor. Insufficientaccesgo
cleanwater andchild mortality contribute least.

State- wise data:

1

Amongstates,Jharkhanchad the greatestimprovement,with ArunachalPradesh, Bihar, Chhattisgarhand
Nagalandonly slightlybehind.However,Biharis still the pooreststate in 2015/16,with more than half of its
populationin poverty.

In2015/16,the four pooreststates¢ Bihar,JharkhandUttar Pradeshand MadhyaPradesh; were still home
to 196 million MPIpoor peopleg over half of all the MPIpoor peoplein India.Delhi,Keralaand Goahavethe
lowestincidenceof multidimensionalpoverty.

L v R felati@eperformance:

)l
)l

Amongthe South Asiancountries, only Maldives boasts lower MPI of 0.007 than India (0.121). Nepal,
BangladeshPakistanBhutanand Afghanistarall boasthigherincidencesf multidimensionalpoverty.
After India (364 million people),the countrieswith the largestnumberof peopleliving in multi-dimensioral
povertyare Nigeria(97 million), Ethiopia(86 million), Pakistan(85 million), and Bangladeslti67 million).

Globalperformance:

1

TheglobalMPIcovers105countriesin total, hometo 75%of the g 2 NJpdp@aiion,or 5.7 billion people.Of
this proportion, 1.3 billion are identified asmulti-dimensionallypoor, and half of them are youngerthan 18
yearsold.

83%o0f the g 2 NIpddive in SouthAsiaand Africa. Thelatest data further revealsthe vastmajority of the
multidimensionabpoor ¢ 1.1 billion peoplec live in rural areasaroundthe world, where povertyratesare four
times higherthan amongthoselivingin urbanareas.

4. EASE OF LIVING INDEX

Whatto study?

1

)l
)l
)l

|l

ForPrelims:Performanceof variousstates.
ForMains:Easeof Livingindexandits significance.

Context:Easeof Livingindexhasbeenreleased.

AndhraPradeshhastopped Easeof LivingIndexrankings

underAMRUT(Atal Mission for Rejuvenationand Urban e i .
T,ansformaﬂofl) J Atal Mission for Rejuvenation

and Urban Transformation

It isfollowed by Odishaand MadhyaPradesh

About the Easeof Livingindex:

1

Theindex hasbeen developedto allow city managersto get a grip on the O A (ba@s8lideand compareits

performanceacrosskeyindicators.Thefirst edition of indexreleasedin January2018hadranked111Indian

citiesand wastopped by Pune

o Theindexcoversl116 citiesthat are smartcity contenders capitalcities,and citieswith populationof 1
million plus.

www.insightsias.com 19




CURRENT EVENTS [ WWW.ihSightSOhiﬂdia.com]

0 Theindexcapturesthe quality of life basedon the data collectedfrom the urbanlocal bodieson four
parameterswhichwere further brokendowninto 15 categories.

o Thefour parameters includeinstitutional (governance),social (identity, education, health, security),
economic (economy,employment) and physicalfactors (waste water and solid waste management,
pollution, housing/inclusivenessnixedlanduse,powerandwater supply transport,publicopenspaces).

o Institutional and socialparameterscarry 25 points each,physicalfactors have a weightageof 45 points
andeconomicfactorsfive pointstotallingto a 100mark scaleon whichcitieswere evaluated.

About AMRUT:
1 AMRUTisthe new avatarof the JawaharlaNehruNationalUrbanRenewaMission(JNNURM)

o It adoptsa project approachto ensurebasicinfrastructureservicesrelatingto water supply,sewerage,
stormwater drains,transportationand developmentof greenspacesand parkswith specialprovisionfor
meetingthe needsof children.

0 Under this mission,10% of the budget allocation will be given to states and union territories as
incentivebasedon the achievementof reformsduringthe previousyear.

o AMRUTwiIll beimplementedin 500 locationswith a population of one lakh and above It would cover
somecitiessituatedon stemsof mainrivers,afew state capitalsandimportant citieslocatedin hilly areas,
islandsandtourist areas.

0 Under this mission,states get the flexibility of designingschemesbasedon the needsof identified
citiesandin their executionandmonitoring. Stateswill only submitstateannualactionPlango the centre
for broadconcurrenceébasedonwhichfundswill bereleasedBut,in asignificantdeparturefrom INNURM,
the centralgovernmentwill not appraiseindividualprojects.

o Centralassistancewill be to the extent of 50%o0f project costfor citiesand towns with a population of
upto 10lakhsand one-third of the project costfor thosewith a population of above10lakhs

0 Underthe mission,stateswill transfer fundsto urban local bodieswithin 7 daysof transfer by central

governmentandno diversionof fundsto be madefailingwhich penalinterestwould be chargedbesides
takingother adverseactionby the centre.

Paper1 Topic Important Geophysicaphenomena.

1. UNSEES0% CHANCEOFELNINOEVENTTHIS YEAR

Whatto study?

1 ForPrelimsandMains:ENSO©EINinoandLaNia causeseffectsandimpacts,globalclimatechangeandENSO
cycle.

1 Context TheWorld MeteorologicalOrganisatiorforecasta [70%chanceof an EINino developingby the end
ofthis@ S I Thémérmingphaseof ENSQs calledEINino.

1 Theorganisationseesincreasedoddsof highersurfacetemperaturesin most of AsiaPacific,Europe,North
America,Africaand alongmuch of South! Y S NJcaastli@&ilnterior parts of South America,Greenland,
manysouth Pacifidslandsand somein the Caribleanwere identified aspossibleexceptions.

Whatis ENSO?

1 ENSGsnothingbut EINino SouthernOscillation Asthe namesuggestsit is anirregularperiodicvariationof
wind andseasurfacetemperaturethat occursoverthe tropical easternPacificOcean.

1 ENSffectsthe tropics(the regionssurroundingthe equator)andthe subtropics(the regionsadjacentto or
borderingthe tropics). Thewarmingphaseof ENSQs calledEINino, while the coolingphaseis knownasLa
Nina.

Whatis EINino?

1 EINinoisa dimatic cyclecharacterisedby high air pressurein the WesternPacificand low air pressurein
the eastern In normal conditions,strong trade winds travel from eastto west acrossthe tropical Pacific,
pushingthe warm surfacewaters towardsthe westernPacific.
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1 Thesurfacetemperature could withessan increaseof 8 degreesCelsiugn Asianwaters. At the sametime,
coolerwatersriseup towardsthe surfacein the easternPacificon the coastsof EcuadorPeru,and Chile.This
processcalledupwellingaids in the developmentof arich ecosystem.

What cause<EINino?

1 EINino setsin whenthere is anomalyin the pattern. Thewestwardblowing trade winds weakenalongthe
Equatoranddueto changesn air pressurethe surfacewater moveseastwardgo the coad of northern South
America.

1 Thecentraland easternPacificregionswarm up for over sixmonthsand resultin an EINino condition. The
temperature of the water could rise up to 10 degreesFahrenheitabove normal. Warmer surfacewaters
increaseprecipitaion and bring abovenormal rainfall in South America,and droughtsto Indonesiaand
Australia.

WhatareElb A y &fferss?

1 EINino affectsglobalweather. It favourseasternPacifichurricanesand tropical storms.Recordand unusual
rainfallin Peru,Chileand Ecuadorare linkedto the climate pattern.

1 EINinoreducesupwellingof coldwater, decreasinghe uplift of nutrients from the bottom of the ocean.This
affectsmarinelife andseabirds. Thefishingindustryis alsoaffected.

91 Droughtcausedby EINino canbe widespread affectingsouthernAfrica,India, SoutheastAsia,Australia,and

the Pacificlslands Countriesdependenton agricultureare affected.

Australiaand SoutheastAsiaget hotter.

ArecentWHOreportonthe healthconsequencesf EINinoforecastsarisein vector-bornediseasesincluding

thosespreadby mosquitoesjn Centraland SouthAmerica.Cycleof malariain Indiaare alsolinkedto EINino.

=a =

Whyisit aconcern?

1 Therisein seasurfacetemperaturemay be intensifiedby globalwarming. Fromthe current study,we learn
that EINino canexacerbategglobalwarmingandhencethe processcouldbecomea viciouscircle.

Whatis LaNina?

9 LaNinaisaclimate pattern that describeghe coolingof surfaceoceanwaters along the tropical west coast
of SouthAmerica It isconsideredo havethe oppositeeffect of EINino.

1 It bringsgreaterthan normalrainfallin SoutheastAsiaand Australia,and causedrier-than-normalconditions
in SouthAmericaandthe Gulf Coastof the United States LaNinaeventssometimesfollow EINino events.

How long doesit last?

1 AnEINinoor LaNinaepisodelastsnineto 12 months. Somemay prolongfor years.Its averagefrequencyis
every2to 7 years.EINinois more frequentthan LaNina.
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Paper2 Topic Parliament and State Legislaturesz structure, functioning, conductof businesspowers&
privilegesand issuesarising out of these.

1. ETHICSCOMMITTEEOFLOK SABHA

What to study?
1 ForPrelimsandMains:Keyfactson EthicsCommittee.

I Context SeniorBJFReaderL K Advanihasbeenrenominatedas Chairmanof EthicsCommitteeof LokSabha
by LokSabhaSpeakeiSumitraMahajan.

About EthicsCommittee:

1 TheEthicsCommitteeof the LokSabhavasconstitutedon 16 May 2000asanadhoccommittee.However,in
August2015it was given permanentStandingCommitteestatus.

Functionsof the Committee:

1 TheEthicsCommitteeexamineseverycomplaintrelatingto unethicalconductof a memberreferredto it.
1 Itisalsofree to take up suomotu investigationinto mattersrelatingto ethics,includingmattersrelatingto
unethicalconductby amemberwhereverfelt necessarand makesuchrecommendationsasit maydeemfit.

2. MODELCODEOFCONDUCT

What to study?

1 ForPrelims:Featuresof MCC constitutionalstatus.
1 ForMains:Significanceneedfor reformsof MCC committee constitutedin this regard.

1 Context ElectionCommissiofEChasannouncedhat Model Codeof Conducttomesinto forceimmediately
in stateswherelegisldive assembliehavebeendissolvedorematurely

1 EGChasalsoheldthat after dissolutioncaretakergovernmentaswell asthe centralgovernments barredfrom
announcingnew schemesn particularstate from date of dissolutionof legislativeassemblytill new Houseis
elected

Model Codeof Conduct(MCC):

1 What is MCC?Theseare the guidelinesissuedby the ElectionCommissiorof Indiafor conductof political
partiesand candidatesduring electionsmainlywith respectto speechespollingday, pollingbooths, election
manifestos processiongndgeneralconduct.

Aim: Toensurefree andfair elections.

Whenit comesinto force?Sofar, the Model Codeof Conductcameinto forceimmediatelyon announcement

of the electionscheduleby the commissionTheCoderemainsin forcetill the end of the electoralprocess.

1 Status:Theneedfor suchcodeisin the interestof free and fair elections.However,the codedoesnot have
any specificstatutory basis.It hasonly a persuasiveeffect. It containswhat is known as & NXzif Seitoral
Y 2 NJ Batihidldckf statutory backingdoesnot preventthe Commissiorirom enforcingit.

1 Evolution:TheCommissionssuedthe codefor the first time in 1971(5th Election)andrevisedit from time to
time. Thissetof normshasbeenevolvedwith the consensusf political partieswho haveconsentedo abide
by the principlesembodiedin the saidcode and alsobindsthem to respectand observeit in its letter and
spirit.

1 Whatit contains?Thesalientfeaturesof the Model Codeof Conductaydownhow politicalparties,contesting
candidatesand party(s)in power should conductthemselvesduring the processof electionsi.e. on their
generalconductduring electioneering holdingmeetingsand processionspoll day activitiesand functioning
of the party in power etc.

=a =
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Paper2 Topic: Functionsand responsibilitiesof the Unionand the Statesjssuesand challengegertaining
to the federal structure, devolution of powersand financesup to local levelsand challengestherein.

1. ARTICLE161 OFTHE CONSTITUTION

What to study?

T
)l

T

ForPrelims:Article 161, differencesin pardoningpowersof Presidentand Governor.
ForMains:Significancef pardoningpowers,role of cabinetand constitutionalconundrumin suchissues.

Context:After failingto getthe sevenconvictsin the RajivGandhiassassinationasereleasedy exercisingts
statutory power to remit life sentencesthe governmentin Tamil Nadu hastaken recourseto a possible
constitutional remedy. It has decidedto invokethe D 2 @ S Nafetndiddypower under Article 161 of the
Constitution

2 K| {hQissue?

T

In 2014,the TamilNadugovernmenttried to invokeits remissionpowersunder Section432 of the Codeof
CriminalProcedureto releasethe convicts.The Centreopposedthe move, arguingthat sincethe casehad
been prosecuted by the Central Bureau of Investigation,the state first needed to take the / Sy (i
ad 02 y O dzeSxBujfd BySectiord35of the code.

Thedisputewent to the SupremeCourt,which decided inthe / Sy (falBufir&2015,ruling that the word
G O2 y & dzf ini Sedtibr4§5¢in spirit meant & O 2 y O dzNINBuguBt3hés year, the Centre denied
concurrencdo TamilNaduonthe groundsthat releasinghe peopleconvictedof assassinating former prime
ministerwouldhaved A y (i S NN} WA 2 ¥ ©rindlia. 2 vy a ¢

What shouldthe governordo now?

1

TamilNaduGovernomwill now haveto take a callon the adviceofthe { (i | Gdbifzinf Ministersanddecide
whetherheisboundby it. He caneither rejectthe proposalor seekits reconsiderationln either case he will
be mindful of the fact that hisdecisionwill be subjectto judicialreview.

Isthe governorboundbythe/ I 0 A ¥dBide? &

1

It issettledin law that exceptin matterswhere governorhasdiscretionor enjoysindependentpowers,they
are bound by the / I 6 A YA&i8i&ZGovernor does not have the option of returning a decision for
reconsideratioreither sincethe IndianConstitutionprovidesthat recourseonly for the PresidentHowever,
g2 @ S NJexididd dvenif madeon the aid and adviceof the Cabinet,is subjectto judicialreview. Further,
SupremeCourtrulingson how governorshouldmakedecisionsunderArticle 16 1addto the complexityof the
presentcase.

In two separatejudgements, the apexcourt hasreiteratedthat 3 2 @ S NgpveeNdp@rdoncannotbe used
mechanicallyln EpuruSudhakarwhichinvolveda Congresdeaderin AndhraPradeshthe court ruled that
political considerationsannotbe the basisfor grantingpardon,andsetasidethe 3 2 @ S Ndeexddpdder.

Optionsbefore the governor:

1

|l
)l

One,hecansitonthe cabinetrecommendationendlesslyasArticle 161 of the Constitutiondoesnot prescribe
anytime limit for him to take a decisionon the cabinetresolution.

Two, he canreturn the resolutionto the cabinetfor clarification or reconsideration

Third, he canrejectthe resolutionprompting the stake-holdersto take the issueto courts, whereit will be a
time-consumingprocess.

Isconcurrenceof the Centrenecessarg

1

Sinced (i | éx8chtéepower extendsto all laws on the concurrentlist, includingthe IndianPenalCodeand
the CriminalProcedureCode,governorhasthe power to remit sentenceshandeddown under suchlaws.In
the particularmatter of RajivD | Y Rdédas3iaaisthough, the point of concurrencewasinsistedupon asthe
casehadbeeninvestigatedby a centralagency.

But giventhat the exerciseof 3 2 @ S Ngp\@eNdnder Article 161 is constitutional,it doesnot require the
| Sy lGch@uBrénceTheaid and adviceof the state Cabinetis enough.
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Why/ Sy (iiN&vertion is necessary?

)l
)l

Thereisapossibilitythat the Centrewill challengghe 3 2 @ S Naytlerilli@ dcceptshe state/ | 0 A gd€ideQ
not leastbecausadt will causeseveralegd anddiplomatic complications.

Sincethree of the convictsare SriLankamationals what will be their legalstatusafter they arereleasedVill
the Indiangovernmentbe willing to let foreign nationalsconvictedof assassinating former prime minister
liveinthe country?Willit deportthemto SriLankawheretheyareboundto be arrestedagain?f they propose
to moveto anothercountry,canindiabe expectedto facilitate suchamove?

Way ahead:

1 Anomnibusorder of releaseclearlywill not addresghe particularitiesin eachcase or evaluatethe gravityof
their role in the crimeandthe effect on societyof releasinghem.

1 Moral issuesin principle, the idea that convicts who have suffered prolonged incarceration require
compassiorcannotbe faulted. Theidea of lockingawaya personfor life, without somuchasa sliverof hope
of freedom,is ot in keepingwith the idealsof atruly modernsociety.

1 What shouldnot be ignored?It isimpossibleto ignorethe impactof sucha decisionon capitalpunishment.

When lifelongimprisonmentisregardedasa humanealternativeto capitalpunishmentreleasindife convicts
may only strengthenthe demandfor the impaosition of the death penalty Tt which would be retrograde.
Althoughthere are manypolitical considerationdehindthe moveto releasethe convicts,this casemustbe
decidedon the basisof legalprinciplesalone.

What you needto know? Article 161:

1

T

Article 161 dealswith Powerof Governorto grantpardons,etc, andto suspendyemit or commutesentences
in certain cases.

It states,the Governorof a Stateshallhavethe powerto grant pardons,reprieves respitesor remissionsof
punishmentor to suspendremit or commutethe sentenceof any personconvictedof any offence against
anylaw relatingto a matter to whichthe executivepower of the Stateextends.

DIFFERENGETWEERARDONINGOWER®FPRESIDENSNDGOVERNOR:

T

Thescopeof the pardoningpower of the Presidentunder Article 72 iswider than the pardoningpower of the

Governorunder Article 161. Thepower differsin the followingtwo ways:

U Thepower of the Presidentto grant pardonextendsin caseswhere the punishmentor sentenceis by a
CourtMartial but Article 161 doesnot provideanysuchpowerto the Governor.

U ThePresidenttangrantpardonin all casesvherethe sentencegivenis sentenceof deathbut pardoning
power of Governordoesnot extendto deathsentencecases.

Significanceof pardoningpowers:

)l
)l

1

Thepardoningpowerof Executivasverysignificantasit correctsthe errorsof judiciary.It eliminatesthe effect
of convictionwithout addressinghe R S ¥ S y Builtgrin@éence.

Pardonmaysubstantiallyhelpin savinganinnocentpersonfrom beingpunisheddue to miscarriageof justice
or in casef doubtful conviction.

The object of pardonng power is to correct possiblejudicial errors, for no human system of judicial
administrationcanbe free from imperfections.

Paper 2 Topic Statutory, regulatory and various quagudicial bodies.

1. DEPARTMENTOFOFFICIALLANGUAGE

Whatto study?

1 ForPrelims:Departmentof Officiallanguagegconstitutionalprovisionsrelatedto official language.

1 ForMains:Hindiasofficiallanguageissuesassociatedconcernsandwhat needsto be done?

1 Context:TheUnionHomeMinister ShriRajnah Singhrecentlychairedfirst reviewmeetingof the Department

of Official Languageof MHA to discusghe functioningandissuegelatedto implementationof Hindilanguage
in officialwork.

www.insightsias.com 24




CURRENT EVENTS [ WWW.ihSightSOhiﬂdia.com]

Departmentof Official Language:

1 With aviewto ensuringcomplanceof the constitutionalandlegalprovisionsregardingofficial languageand
to promote the useof Hindifor the official purposesof the Union,the Departmentof Official Languagewas
set up in June 1975 as an independent Department of the Ministry of Home Affairs. Sincethen, this
Departmenthasbeenmakingefforts for acceleratinghe progressivaiseof Hindifor the official purposesof
the Union.

91 Inaccordancewith the Governmentof India (Allocationof BusinessRules,1961,this Departmenthasbeen
entrustedwith the followingitemsof work:

o Implementingthe provisionsof the Constitutionrelatingto the OfficialLanguag@&ndthe provisionsof the
OfficialLanguage#ict, 1963(19 of 1963),exceptto the extentsuchimplementationhasbeenassigedto
anyother Department.

o Priorapprovalof the Presidentfor authorisingthe limited use of a language other than English,n the
proceedingsn the HighCourtof a State.

o Nodalresponsibilityfor all mattersrelatingto the progressiveuseof Hindiasthe OfficialLanguagef the
UnionincludingHindiTeachingschemdor CentralGovernmentEmployeesandpublicationof magazines,
journals& other literature relatedthereto.

o Coordinationin all mattersrelatingto the progressivauseof Hindiasthe OfficialLanguagef the Union,
including administrative terminology, syllabi, textbooks, training courses and equipment (with
standardisedscript)requiredtherefor.

Constitutional provisions:

9 Part 17 of the constitution of India (Articles343to Article 351)makeselaborateprovisionsdealingwith the
official languageof the Republicof India. Themain provisionsdealingwith the official languageof the Union
are embodiedin Articles343 and 344 of the Constitutionof India. TheOfficiallanguage$iavebeenlistedin
the 8th scheduleof Constitutionof India.

Official languageof union:

1 Hindiwritten in Devanagariscriptis the Official Languageof the Union. Theoriginalconstitution provided
that for a period of 15 yearsfrom the commencemenbf the constitution, Englistwill continueto be usedfor
all official purposesof the Union.

1 Theconstitution madeit clearthat Presidentmay, during the said period, by order authorizethe useof the
Hindilanguagein additionto the EnglisHanguageand of the Devanagariorm of numeralsin additionto the
internationalform of Indiannumeralsfor anyof the official purposesof the Union.

0 Theconstitutionalsomakesit clearthat evenafter 15 years,the Parliamentby law may provide for the
continueduseof Englishfor any specificpurpose

0 Theconstitution hasput all authority in the handsof the central governmentboth for formulating and
implementingthe languagepolicy.

0 ltisalsospeciaresponsibilityof the centreto developandspreadthe officiallanguage(Hindi)of the union
(art. 351).

Factsfor Prelims:

f Thedepartmenthasdevelopedacomputersoftwarecalledd Y | y (i Kdr téadsktingthe all kindsof official
filesfrom Englishto Hindiandviceversato makethe translationwork simplerand quicker.

f  An Elearningplatform calledthe @ t NJ g@l$o Keing developedby the department for usein 16 Indian
languagesncluding English.Anybodycan learn Hindi through his mother tongue with the help of this &
learningplatform.

2. ANIMAL WELFAREBOARDOFINDIA

Whatto study?

i ForPrelims:AboutAWBI.
I ForMains:Issuegelatedto the welfare of animalsin India.
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1 Context:Union Womenand Child DevelopmentMinister ManekaGandhihaslockedhornswith the Animal
WelfareBoardof India(AWBI)accusingit of beinglaxin enforcementof rulesthat specifyhow wild animals
canbe depictedin films andtelevisionprogrammes.

2 K| {hQissue?

f  Theminister haslistedd 6 f I SININ®R
by the AWBIsubcommitteethat screens
applications from film-makers She
allegedthat the committeedid not seek
detailsof the specieseingused,which
were required to determine whether
they were protected.

1 It had even allowed their depictionin
scenesthat could promote cruelty to
animals. This is againstthe Supreme each 5 year plan

/ 2 dzNdletsa AWABI gives recognition to all the animal welfare
About Animal Welfare Boardof India: organisation of our country.

A]Animal welfare |

Animal welfare board of India is set up in India in 1962 in
accordance with sec.4 of PCA act 1960

It is functioning under the ministry of environment and
forest.

Its head quarter is at Chenai.

The board consists of 28 members appointed by Govt.of
India.

AWSBI receives funds as per the budget provisions made in

1 Establishedn 1962 under Section4 of The Preventionof Crueltyto AnimalsAct, 1960, the AnimalWelfare
Boardof Indiais a statutory advisorybody advisingthe Governmentof India on animalwelfare laws, and
promotesanimalwelfarein the country of India.

1 AnimalWelfareBoardof Indiawasstarted underthe stewardshipof Late Smt. RukminiDeviArundale well
knownhumanitarian.

0 The Board was initially within the jurisdiction of the Governmentof IndA | I@idistry of Food and
Agriculture.In 1990,the subjectof Preventionof Crueltyto Animalswastransferredto the Ministry of
Environmentand Forestswhereit now resides.

0 TheBoardconsistf 28 Members,who servefor a period of 3 years.

o It worksto ensurethat animalwelfare lawsin the country are followed and providesgrantsto Animal
WelfareOrganisationsTheBoardoverseesAnimalWelfareOrganisation§AWOshy grantingrecognition
to them if they meetits guidelines.

3. DEFENCE ACQUISITIOROUNCIL (DAC)

What to study?

1 ForPrelimsand Mains: DAG compositionand functions, significance.

1 Context:DAChasapprovedProcuremenif EquipmentWorth Rs9,100Crores.
DAChasapprovedprocurementof- AkashMissile systemsand IUWBA

1 AkashMissile SystemsTheMissileto be procuredis an upgradedversionof the previouslyinducted Akash
missilesandwill includeseekertechnology posses860degreecoverageandwill be of compactconfiguration
with reducedsignature.The upgradedAkashWeaponSystemis operationallycritical equipmentwhich will
provideprotectionto vital assets.

1 The DACalso accordedapproval for progressingDesignand Developmentof Individual Under Water
BreathingApparatus(lUWBA)for T90 TanksDevelopechy DRDOLabDEBEILthe IUWBAIs usedby the crew
of Tanksas a safety gearand is required by the Tankcrew for emergencyescapewhen negotiatingwater
obstacleswhile deepfording.

DefenceAcquisitionCouncil(DAC):

1 Whatisit? Tocountercorruptionandspeedup decisior makingin military procurement,the governmentof
Indiain 2001decidedto setup anintegratedDACIt is headedby the DefenceMinister.

1 Objective:Theobjectiveof the DACis to ensureexpeditiousprocurementof the approvedrequirementsof
the Armed Forces,in terms of capabilitiessought, and time frame prescribed,by optimally utilizing the
allocatedbudgetaryresources.
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1

FunctionsTheDACis responsibleto give policy guidelinesto acquisitionspasedon longterm procurement
plans.It alsoclearsall acquisitionswhichincludesboth imported and those producedindigenouslyor under
aforeignlicense.

4. SOUTHERNZONALCOUNCIL

What to study?

)l
T

1

T

ForPrelimsZonalCouncilsandtheir composition.
ForMains:ZonalCouncilsandtheir significance.

Context:The 28" meeting of the SouthernZonalCouncilwas recently held under the Chairmanshipf the
UnionHomeMinister ShriRajnathSinghin Bengaluru.

TheCouncilreviewedthe progressof the implementationof the recommendationsmadeat the lastmeeting
relatingto securityto fishermen,introduction of peninsularttourismtrains, uniformity in allocationof fundsin
proportionto populationof SC/STor scholarshigdor all the coursesetc.

What are zonalcouncils?

T

Zoral councilshavebeenestablishedoy the Parliamentto promote interstate cooperationand coordination.
Theyare statutory bodiesestablishedinderthe StatesReorganisatiodct1956andnot constitutionalbodies.
Theyare only deliberativeandadvisorybodies.

Thereare5 five Zonalcouncilsnamely:

1 TheNorthernZonalCouncil comprisingthe Statesof HaryanaHimachaPradeshJammu& KashmirPunjab,
RajasthanNationalCapitalTerritory of Delhiand Union Territoryof Chandigarh.

1 TheCentralZonal Cound, comprisingthe Statesof ChhattisgarhUttarakhand,Uttar Pradeshand Madhya
Pradesh.

1 TheEasternZonalCouncil comprisingthe Statesof Bihar,JharkhandQrissaandWestBengal.

1 TheWesternZonal Counci] comprisingthe Statesof Goa,Gujarat,Maharashtraandthe Union Territoriesof
Daman& Diuand Dadra& NagarHaveli.

1 TheSouthernZonal Councilis composedof AndhraPradeshKarnatakaKerala,TamilNadu, Telanganaand
the UnionTerritory of Puducherry.

Composition:

M Chairmang TheUnionHomeMinister isthe Chairmarof eachof theseCouncils.

9 ViceChairmang The ChiefMinistersof the Statesincludedin eachzoneact as ViceChairmanof the Zonal
Counciffor that zoneby rotation, eachholdingoffice for a period of oneyearat atime.

1 Members Chif Minister andtwo other Ministersasnominatedby the Governorfrom eachof the Statesand
two membersfrom UnionTerritoriesincludedin the zone.

1 Advisers Onepersonnominatedby the PlanningCommissiorfwhichhasbeenreplacedoy NITIAyognow) for
eachof the ZonalCouncilsChiefSecretariesand another officer/DevelopmentCommissionenominatedby
eachof the Statesincludedin the Zone.

9 UnionMinistersare alsoinvitedto participatein the meetingsof ZonalCouncilddependinguponnecessity.

Themain objectivesof setting up of ZonalCouncilsare:

|l
)l
|l
)l

Bringingout nationalintegration.

Arrestingthe growth of acute StateconsciousnessegionalismJinguismand particularistictendencies.
Enablinghe Centreandthe Statesto co-operateandexchangdédeasandexperiences.

Establishing climateof co-operationamongsthe Statesfor successfuhndspeedyexecutionof development
projects.

Factsfor Prelims:

1

The North Eastern Statesi.e. (i) Assam(ii) ArunachalPradesh(iii) Manipur (iv) Tripura (v) Mizoram (vi)
Meghalaya(vii) Sikkimand (viii) Nagalandare not includedin the ZonalCouncilsand their specialproblems
arelookedafter by the North EasternCounci) setup underthe North EasternCouncilAct,1972.
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5. ATOMICENERGYCOMMISSION

What to study?

1 ForPrelimsandMains:Compositionpbjectives functionsand significanceof AEC.

1 Context:The governmenthas appointed renowned scientistKamleshNilkanth Vyasas chairmanof Atomic
EnergyCommissiorand secretaryof Departmentof AtomicEnergy(DAE)Hewill succeedShekhaBasu.

About AEC:

1 ThelndianAtomicEnergyCommissionvasfirst setupin August1948in the Departmentof ScientificResearch.

i Lateron,in accordancevith a GovernmentResolutionthe AtomicEnergyCommissiofAEC)vasestablished
in the Departmentof Atomic Energy.The Departmentof Atomic Energy(DAEWwas setupon August3, 1954
underthe direct chargeof the PrimeMinisterthrougha PresidentialOrder.

1 Accordingo the Resolutiorconstitutingthe AECthe Secretaryto the Governmenof Indiain the Department
of Atomic Energyis ex-officio Chairmarof the Commission.

1 Theother Membersof the AEGareappointedonthe recommendatiorof the ChairmanAECGandafter approval

by the PrimeMinister.

Important functions of the Atomic EnergyCommissiorare:

)l
)l
)l
)l

Toorganiseresearchin atomicscientistsin the country.

Totrain, atomicscientistsin the country.

Topromote nuclearresearchin O 2 Y Y A &diwh |&bgr&cgriesaswell asin India.
Toundertakeprospectingof atomic mineralsin Indiaandto extractsuchmineralsfor useon industrialscale.

6. CHILDADOPTIONREGULATORYAUTHORITY (CARA)

Whatto study?

1 ForPrelims:Keyfactson CARA.

9 ForMains:Childadoption guidelinesjssuesandwaysto addresshem.

1 Context:ChildAdoptionRegulatoryAuthority (CARAhasallowedindividualsin alive-in relationshipto adopt
childrenfrom andwithin India.

f ExceptionCARMAasbarredapplicantsin alive-in relationshipfrom adoptinga child on the groundthat & (i K|S
Authority would like the childrento be placedonly with a stablefamily andindividualsin alive-in relationship
cannotbe consideredasstable¥ I YA f & d¢

Eligibility:

1 Theeligibility criteriaunder AdoptionRegulations2017,permit singlewomento adopt a child of anygender,
while singlemencanadoptonly boys.

1 Whenamarriedcoupleseeksto adopta child,it needsto giveits consentfor adoptionand shouldbe stable
marriagefor at leasttwo years Applicantshaveto be physicallymentallyandfinanciallystableto raisea child.

About CARA:

1 CentralAdoptionResourcuthority (CARA}s a statutory body of Ministry of Womené& ChildDevelopment
Governmenibof India.

9 It functionsasthe nodal body for adoption of Indian childrenand is mandatedto monitor and regulatein-
countryandinter-countryadoptions.

1 CARAs designatedasthe Central Authority to deal with inter-country adoptionsin accordancewith the
provisionsof the HagueConventioron Inter-country Adoption, 1993 ratified by Governmenof Indiain 2003.

1 CARArimarily dealswith adoption of orphan,abandonedand surrenderedchildrenthrough its associated

/recognisedadoptionagencies.
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7. CENTRALZONALCOUNCIL

What to study?

)l
T

ForPrelimsandMains:ZonalCouncilsobjectives, significancecompositionandissuesassociated.

Context:The21st Central Zonal Councilmeetingwas held in Lucknowand was chaired by Union Home
Minister RajnathSingh.

TheCouncildiscussedrariousissuesncludingroad transport, PradhanmantriGramin Sadaky ojnameasures
to tackle Naxalviolence,modernizationof Police,infrastructuredevelopmentof airports, minimum support
price,Nationalhealthmissionandissuegelatedto primaryschools.

What are zonalcouncils?

1

Zonalcouncilshavebeenestalishedby the Parliamentto promote interstate cooperationand coordination.
They are statutory bodies establishedunder the States ReorganisationAct 1956 and not constitutional
bodies Theyare only deliberativeandadvisorybodies.

Thereare5 five Zond councilsnamely:

1 TheNorthernZonalCouncil comprisingthe Statesof HaryanaHimachaPradeshJammu& KashmirPunjab,
RajasthanNationalCapitalTerritory of Delhiand Union Territoryof Chandigarh.

1 TheCentralZonal Counci] comprisingthe Statesof ChhattisgarhUttarakhand,Uttar Pradeshand Madhya
Pradesh.

1 TheEasternZonalCouncil comprisingthe Statesof Bihar,JharkhandQrissaandWestBengal.

1 TheWesternZonal Council comprisingthe Statesof Goa,Gujarat,Maharashtraandthe Union Territoriesof
Daman& Diuand Dadra& NagarHaveli.

1 TheSouthernZonal Councilis composedof AndhraPradeshKarnatakaKerala,TamilNadu, Telanganand
the UnionTerritory of Puducherry.

Composition:

9 Chairmang TheUnionHomeMinisteristhe Chairmarof eachof theseCouncils.

9 ViceChairmang The ChiefMinistersof the Statesincludedin eachzoneact as ViceChairmanof the Zonal
Counciffor that zoneby rotation, eachholdingoffice for a period of oneyearat atime.

1 Members ChiefMinister andtwo other Ministersasnominatedby the Governorfrom eachof the Statesand
two membersfrom UnionTerritoriesincludedin the zone.

1 Advisers Onepersonnominatedby the PlanningCommissiorfwhichhasbeenreplacedby NITIAyognow) for
eachof the ZonalCourtils, ChiefSecretariesand another officer/DevelopmentCommissionenominatedby
eachof the Statesincludedin the Zone.

9 UnionMinistersare alsoinvitedto participatein the meetingsof ZonalCouncildependinguponnecessity.

Themain objectivesof setting up of ZonalCouncilsare:

i Bringingout nationalintegration.

1 Arrestingthe growth of acute StateconsciousnessegionalismJinguismand particularistictendencies.

1 Enablinghe Centreandthe Statesto co-operateandexchangddeasandexperiences.

i Establishingclimateof co-operationamongstthe Statesfor successfuindspeedyexecutionof development
projects.

1 Factsfor Prelims:TheNorth EasternStatesi.e. (i) Assam(ii) ArunachalPradesh(iii) Manipur (iv) Tripura(v)

Mizoram(vi) Meghalaygvii) Sikkimand (viii) Nagalandare not includedin the ZonalCouncilsandtheir special
problemsarelookedafter by the North EasternCouncil setup underthe North EasternCouncilAct, 1972

8. CENTREOFEXCELLENCEORDATA ANALYTICS(CEDA)

What to study?

1

ForPrelimsandMains:CEDAobjectives functionsand significance.
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1 Context:NationallnformaticsCentre(NIC)and NICServicesncorporated(NICSIhavejointly setup a Centre
of Excellencdor dataanalytics.

About CEDA:

1 TheCentre aimsto supportGovernmenidepartmentsto unlockthe hiddenpotential of the datathat they are
generatingaspart of the governanceprocessesinduseit to improvethe overallgovernance.

1 It seekdo kickstart andfasttrackthe adoptionof advancel analyticsand machinelearningcapabilities.

Functions:

9 It shall provide quality data analytic servicesto government departments at all levels by identifying
appropriatetools andtechnologiesand deployingpeoplewith right expertise.

1 Aspartofits serviceofferings,it will helpthe departmentsunderstandtheir businessequirementsanddefine
their analyticneeds,ldentify the data setsthat are requiredto meetthe analyticneeds,determineaccesgo
the relevantdatasourcegboth within aswell asoutsidethe government)andbuild the requireddataanalytic
solutions.

1 It alsoseekdo integratedepartmentaldatasilosanddeliveranintegratedwhole-of governmentanalyticsfor

anintegratedpolicyformulation.

Paper2 Topic Salientfeaturesof the Representatiorof0 AT BActA 6 O

1. DECRIMINALISATIONOFPOLITICS

What to study?

1 ForPrelims:Salientfeaturesof RPA.

1 ForMains:Criminalisatiorof politics concernsgchallengesndsolutions.

1 Context:TheSupremeCourthasaskedthe Parliamentto makealawto preventpersonswith seriouscriminal
casegendingagainstthem from enteringlegislatureandbe part of law making.

Background:

1 A bunch of pleas had been filed raising questionswhether lawmakers,who face criminal trial, can be
disqualifiedfrom fighting electionsat the stageof framingof chargesagainstthem.

What did the court say?

1 Thecourtobservedhat it cannotenterthe legislativearenato providedisqualificatiorof candidateswho are
facing seriouscriminal caes againstthem. However,it askedthe candidatesto put in bold letter her/his
criminalantecedentsn the requiredaffidavit.

1 TheSGCsaideachpolitical party will put on its websitethe criminalantecedentsof eachof its candidatessoas

to allowthe votersto makeaninformedchoice.

What doesthe RPAsay?

|l

|l

Currently,underthe Representatiorof PeopleqRP)Act, lawmakerscannotcontestelectionsonly after their

convictionin a criminalcase

Section8 of the Representatiorof the People(RP)Act, 1951 disqualifiesa personconvictedwith a sentence
of two yearsor more from contestingelections.But those under trial continuedto be eligibleto contest
elections.TheLily Thomascase(2013),however,endedthis unfair advantage.

Criminalsin Politics:

1 Protecting the parliamentary system from criminalisation has been the intention of the law from the
beginning.

Effortsby SGn this regard:

1 TheSChasrepeatedlyexpressedtoncernaboutthe purity of legislatures.

1 In 2002,it madeit obligatoryfor all candidatesto file an affidavit before the returning officer, disclosing

criminalcaseendingagainstthem.
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1 Thefamousorderto introduce NOTAwasintendedto makepolitical partiesthink before givingticketsto the
tainted.

1 In its landmark judgment of March 2014, the SCacceptedthe urgent need for cleansingpolitics of
criminalisationand directed all subordinatecourtsto decideon casesinvolvinglegislatorswithin a year, or
givereasondor not doingsoto the chiefjusticeof the highcourt.

Thetrend:

1 Accordingto the ! 5 waRalysisof ECdata, 187 MPsin the current Lok Sabhaface criminal charges(that is,
34.4 per cent). Of them, 113 face seriouscriminal charges.The number hasgone up from 162 (76 serious)
chargesn 2009and 128 (58 serious)in 2004.

Main reasonsfor Criminalization:

1 Corruption
i Votebank.
9 Lackof governance.

What is the way out?

9 Therearethree possibleoptions.
1. One,political partiesshouldthemselvegefuseticketsto the tainted.
2. Two,the RPActshouldbe amendedo debarpersonsagainswwhom casesf aheinousnatureare pending
from contestingelections.
3. Three fasttrack courtsshoulddecidethe caseof tainted legislatorsquickly.

Suggestedneasureto curb criminalizationof politics:

1 Bringinggreatertransparencyin campaignfinancingis goingto makeit lessattractive for political partiesto
involvegangsters.

1 TheElectionCommissiorof India (ECl)should have the power to audit the financialaccountsof political

parties,or political LJ- NJiidagcasshouldbe broughtunderthe right to information (RTI)aw.

Broadergovernancewill haveto improvefor votersto reducethe relianceon criminalpoliticians.

Fasttrackcourtsare necessarypecausepoliticiansareableto delaythe judicialprocessandservefor decales

before prosecution.

1 TheElectionCommissiormust take adequatemeasuresto breakthe nexusbetweenthe criminalsand the
politicians.

1 Theformsprescribedby the ElectionCommissiorfor candidategdisclosingheir convictionscasependingin
courtsand soon in their nominationpapersisa stepin the right directionif it appliedproperly.

=A =

Way ahead:

1 Corruptionandcriminalisationof politicsis hitting at the roots of democracyTherefore Parliamentmusttake
stepsurgentlyto curbthis menace Cardidatesand political partiesmustgivewide publicityto criminalcases
pendingagainsther/him in the localmedia, both print and electronic,after s/he files nominationto contest
elections.

2. PUBLISHINGPOLL# ! . $) $ ! PROEFAGANDAS PAID NEWS

What to study?

1 ForPrelims:Keyfactson ECI.
1 ForMains:Paidnewsmenace concernsgchallengesandsolutions.

1 Context:Election Commissionof India recently told the Supreme Court that repeated publication of
propaganddaudingthe achievementof a candidatein an electionis nothingbut & LI'YASRs & ¢ ®

 TheEChasaskedhe courtto declarewhetherit amountsto & LJIYASRsiwddelycirculateddailynewspapers
coverstatementsissuedby, andin the nameof, a candidate.
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