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Key findings- India specific: 

�x India is ranked 95th among 129 countries. 
�x �/�v���]���[�•���Z�]�P�Z���•�š���P�}���o���•���}�Œ���•�����Œ�����}�v���Z�����o�š�Z���~�ó�õ�X�õ�•�U���Z�µ�v�P���Œ���˜���v�µ�š�Œ�]�š�]�}n (76.2), and energy (71.8). 
�x Its lowest goal scores are on partnerships (18.3, in the bottom 10 countries worldwide), industry, 

infrastructure and innovation (38.1), and climate (43.4). 
�x On indicators that define such goals, India scored 95.3 on the percentage of female students enrolled in 

primary education who are overage. 
�x �^�}�u���� �}�(�� �/�v���]���[�•�� �o�}�Á���•�š�� �•���}�Œ���•�� �}�v�� �]�v���]�����š�}�Œ�•�� �]�v���o�µ������ �š�Z���� �‰�Œ�}�‰�}�Œ�š�]�}�v�� �}�(�� �•�����š�•�� �Z���o���� ���Ç�� �Á�}�u���v�� �]�v�� �v���š�]�}�v���o��

parliaments. On seats held by women in the Supreme Court (4%), India has a score of 18.2. 
�x Gender-based violence 
�x On gender-based violence, indicators include proportion of women aged 20-24 years who were married or 

in a union before age 18 (27.3%). 

Global findings: 

�x The world is far from achieving gender equality with 1.4 billion girls and women living in countries that get a 
�^�À���Œ�Ç���‰�}�}�Œ�_���P�Œ�������X 

�x The global average score of the 129 countries �v  �Á�Z�]���Z���Œ���‰�Œ���•���v�š���õ�ñ�9���}�(���š�Z�����Á�}�Œ�o���[�•���P�]�Œ�o�•�����v�����Á�}�u���v���v  is 
�ò�ñ�X�ó���}�µ�š���}�(���í�ì�ì���~�^�‰�}�}�Œ�_���]�v���š�Z�����]�v�����Æ�•�X 

�x Altogether, 2.8 billion girls and women live in countries that get ���]�š�Z���Œ�������^�À���Œ�Ç���‰�}�}�Œ�_���~�ñ�õ�����v���������o�}�Á�•���}�Œ���^�‰�}�}�Œ�_��
score (60-69) on gender equality. 

�x �:�µ�•�š���ô�9���}�(���š�Z�����Á�}�Œ�o���[�•���‰�}�‰�µ�o���š�]�}�v���}�(���P�]�Œ�o�•�����v�����Á�}�u���v���o�]�À�����]�v�����}�µ�v�š�Œ�]���•���š�Z���š���Œ�������]�À�����������^�P�}�}���_���P���v�����Œ�����‹�µ���o�]�š�Ç��
score (80-�ô�õ�•�����v�����v�}�����}�µ�v�š�Œ�Ç�������Z�]���À���������v���^���Æ�����o�o���v�š�_���}�À��rall score of 90 or above. 

Sources: Indian Express. 

2. BUS AND METRO TRAVEL FREE FOR WOMEN IN DELHI 

What to study? 

�x For prelims and mains: logic and rationale behind the move, significance, concerns and challenges associated, 
criticism, evaluation. 

�x Context: Few ���Æ�‰���Œ�š�•���Z���À�������Œ�]�š�]���]�•�������š�Z���������o�Z�]���P�}�À���Œ�v�u���v�š�[�•���‰�Œ�}�‰�}�•���o���š�} make buses and the Metro free for 
women. 

�x Under the proposal announced by the Delhi government, women will have the option to not pay for rides. 
The move, which is at the stage of feedback and planning, has drawn reactions ranging from enthusiastic 
approval to vehement rejection. 

Rationale behind this move: 

�x To tackle congestion on the roads. 
�x To make it easier for women to move from informal and more unsafe modes of transport such as shared 

autos and cabs to more formal and safer modes such as the Metro. 
�x To help more women enter the workforce. 

Past experiences elsewhere: 

�x Studies on fully free public transport systems have underlined both positives and challenges. 
�x Hasselt, Belgium, made public transport free in 1996, and also expanded its transport fleet. A decade later, 

a study reported a tenfold increase in ridership. however, rising operational costs forced Hasselt to do away 
with the scheme in 2014. 

�x German town of Templin made public transport free in 1997, and continues with the policy even today. 
Within three years, ridership increased 1,200%, with children and the youth making up the vast majority of 
�š�Z�����]�v���Œ�����•�������v�µ�u�����Œ�•�X���d�Z�]�•�U���Z�}�Á���À���Œ�U���o�������š�}���]�v���Œ�����•�������À���v�����o�]�•�u�X�����o�•�}�U���^�š�Z�����À���•�š���u���i�}�Œ�]�š�Ç���}�(��the substitution 
effects were due to shift from soft modes �v  30-40% from biking and 35-50% from walking. Only 10-20% of 
�š�Z�����•�µ���•�š�]�š�µ�š�]�}�v�����(�(�����š�•���Á���Œ�������•�•�}���]���š�������Á�]�š�Z���‰�Œ���À�]�}�µ�•�������Œ���š�Œ�]�‰�•�X�_ 

�x In 1991, the Netherlands introduced a seasonal free-fare travel card for higher education students, which 
led to the share of trips made by students rising from 11% to 21%. Fifty-two per cent of cyclists, and 34% of 
car users moved. 
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GENERAL STUDIES -  I I  
 

Topics: Indian  Constitution - historical  underpinnings,  evolution,  features, amendments, 
significant  provisions  and basic structur e. 

1. CAN AN INDIVIDUAL SIMULTANEOUSLY BE A MEMBER OF BOTH HOUSES OF 
PARLIAMENT ? 

What to study? 

�x For prelims: constitutional provisions on this. 
�x For mains: Concerns and issues associated with simultaneous membership. 

�x Why in News? Some of those who won in the recent elections were elected from more than one 
constituency; some were already members of either Rajya Sabha or the legislature of a state. These MPs 
must vacate one of their seats �v  because under the Constitution, an individual cannot simultaneously be 
a member of both Houses of Parliament (or a state legislature), or both Parliament and a state legislature, 
or represent more than one seat in a House. 

What are the procedures and timelines for effecting this? 

Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha: 

�x If a person is elected simultaneously to both Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha, and if he has not yet taken his seat 
in either House, he can choose, within 10 days from the later of the dates on which he is chosen to those 
Houses, the House of which he would like to be a member. [Article 101(1) of the Constitution read with 
Section 68(1) of The Representation of the People Act, 1951] 

�x The member must intimate his choice in writing to the Secretary to the Election Commission of India (ECI) 
within the 10-day window, failing which his seat in Rajya Sabha will fall vacant at the end of this period. [Sec 
68(2), RPA 1951]. The choice, once intimated, is final. [Sec 68(3), RPA, 1951] 

�x No such option is, however, available to a person who is already a member of one House and has contested 
the election for membership of the other House. So, if a sitting Rajya Sabha member contests and wins a 
Lok Sabha election, his seat in the Upper House becomes automatically vacant on the date he is declared 
elected to Lok Sabha. The same applies to a Lok Sabha member who contests an election to Rajya Sabha. 
[Sec 69 read with Sec 67A, RPA 1951] 

Elected on two Lok Sabha seats: 

�x There is no one in this category in the new Lok Sabha. Under Sec 33(7) of RPA, 1951, an individual can contest 
from two parliamentary constituencies but, if elected from both, he has to resign one seat within 14 days 
of the declaration of the result, failing which both his seats shall fall vacant. [Sec 70, RPA, 1951 read with 
Rule 91 of the Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961] 

State Assembly and Lok Sabha: 

�x Under Article 101(2) of the Constitution (read with Rule 2 of the Prohibition of Simultaneous Membership 
Rules, 1950, made by the President under this Article) members of state legislatures who have been elected 
to Lok Sabha must resign th���]�Œ���•�����š�•���Á�]�š�Z�]�v���í�ð�������Ç�•���^�(�Œ�}�u���š�Z���������š�����}�(���‰�µ���o�]�����š�]�}�v���]�v���š�Z�����'���Ì���š�š�����}�(���/�v���]�����}�Œ��
in the Official Gazette of the State, whichev���Œ���]�•���o���š���Œ�U���}�(���š�Z�����������o���Œ���š�]�}�v���š�Z���š���Z�����Z���•���������v���•�}�����Z�}�•���v�_�U���(���]�o�]�v�P��
which their seats in Lok Sabha shall automatically fall vacant. 

Sources: Indian Express. 

2. ARTICLE 370 

What to study? 

�x For Prelims: Key features of Article 370 and related facts. 
�x For Mains: Arguments in favour and against the removal of Article 370, what is the right move and can an 

amendment solve the issue? 
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What is Pro-tem Speaker? 

�x �/�š���]�•�������>���š�]�v���‰�Z�Œ���•�����Á�Z�]���Z���š�Œ���v�•�o���š���•���š�}���(�}�Œ���š�Z�����Ztime being�[���]�v�����v�P�o�]�•�Z�X���^�}���š�Z����Pro-tem Speaker is a temporary 
speaker appointed for a limited period of time. 

The need for pro- tem speaker: 

�x The speaker of the Lok Sabha/legislative assembly vacates the office immediately before the first meeting 
of the newly elected house. 

�x Hence President/governor appoints the pro-tem speaker to preside over the sittings of the house. 

Appointment: 

�x Usually the senior most member is elected as the pro-tem speaker. 
�x The president/governor will administer the oath of the office for the pro-tem speaker. 
�x When the house elects the new speaker the office of the pro-tem speaker ceases to exist. Hence the office 

of the pro-tem speaker is a temporary one which will be in existence for few days. 

Duties and functions: 

�x The main duty of the pro-tem speaker is to administer the oath to the newly elected members. 
�x Pro-tem also enables the house to elect the new speaker. 

Powers: 

�x The Bombay High Court in its 1994 judgement in the Surendra Vassant Sirsat case holds that a pro-tem is 
�^�‰�����l���Œ�� �}�(�� �š�Z���� �,�}�µ�•���� �^�(�}�Œ�� ���o�o�� �‰�µ�Œ�‰�}�•���•�� �Á�]�š�Z�����o�o�� �‰�}�Á���Œ�•�U�� �‰�Œ�]�À�]�o���P���•�� ���v���� �]�u�u�µ�v�]�š�]���•�_�� �µ�v�š�]�o�� �š�Z���� �^�‰�����l���Œ�� �]�•��
elected. 

�x The Odisha High Court also agreed in the Godavaris Misra versus Nandakisore Das, Speaker, Orissa 
Legislative Assembly case �Á�Z���v���]�š���•���]�����š�Z�����^�‰�}�Á���Œ�•���}�(���š�Z�����^�‰�����l���Œ���‰�Œ�}-tem are co-extensive with the powers 
�}�(�����o�����š�������^�‰�����l���Œ�_�X 

�x The pro-tem speaker also has same powers, privileges as that of the Speaker. 

Key facts: 

�x Article 180 (1) of the Constitution gives the Governor the power to appoint a pro-tem Speaker. The Article 
says that if the chair of the Speaker falls vacant and there is no Deputy Speaker to fill the position, the duties 
�}�(�� �š�Z���� �}�(�(�]������ �•�Z���o�o�� ������ �‰���Œ�(�}�Œ�u������ �^���Ç�� �•�µ���Z�� �u���u�����Œ���}�(��the Assembly as the Governor may appoint for the 
�‰�µ�Œ�‰�}�•���_�X 

Sources: the Hindu. 

2. REMOVAL OF JUDGES 

What to study? 

�x For prelims and mains: Removal of High Court judges- procedure, constitutional provisions, issues associated 
and the need for relevant judicial reforms. 

Context: Months after an in-house panel found an Allahabad High Court judge, Justice S.N. Shukla, guilty of 
misconduct, Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi has written to Prime Minister Narendra Modi to initiate a motion 
for his removal. 

Removal of Judges: 

�x Article 124(4) and the Judges Inquiry Act 1968 determine the procedure of removal of the judges: 
�x A motion of impeachment addressed to the President is to be signed by at least 100 members of the Lok 

Sabha or 50 members of the Rajya Sabha and then delivered to the Speaker of Lok Sabha or the Chairman 
of Rajya Sabha. 

�x The motion is to be investigated by a Committee of 3 judges of the Supreme Court and a distinguished 
jurist. 

�x If the Committee finds the judge guilty of misbehavior or that he suffers from incapacity, the motion along 
with the report of the committee is taken up for consideration in the House where motion was moved. 
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�x �����•�]�����•�U���š�Z�����í�ì�9���(�}�Œ�u�µ�o���š�]�}�v���]�•���]�v���}�v�•�]�•�š���v�š���Á�]�š�Z���š�Z�����o���Á���Zthe salary and allowances of leaders of opposition 
in Parliament Act, 1977�[���Á�Z�]���Z���}�v�o�Ç���•���Ç�•���š�Z���š���š�Z�����o���Œ�Pest opposition party should get the post. 

Sources: the Hindu. 
(Q) What is the significance of Leader of opposition in Indian Polity? Explain in what way an effective opposition 
is crucial to an effective democracy? 

2. LEADER OF RAJYA SABHA 

What to study? 

�x For prelims and mains: Leader of House- provisions, roles and functions. 

Context: Thawarchand Gehlot, Union Minister of Social Justice and Empowerment was recently appointed 
as Leader of Rajya Sabha. The Leader of the Rajya Sabha is appointed by the party in power at Centre. 

Leader of House: 

�x The term Leader of the House has been defined in Rules of Procedure of the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha. 
�x Leader of the House, according to Rule 2 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Lok Sabha 

means the prime Minister, if he is a Member of the House or a Minister who is a Member of the House and 
is nominated by the Prime Minister to function as the Leader of the House. 

�x The Prime Minister is invariably the Leader of the Lok Sabha. 

Roles and functions: 

�x The Leader of the House is an important parliamentary functionary and exercises direct influence on the 
course of parliamentary business. 

�x The whole policy of the Government especially in so far as it is expressed in the inner life of the House and 
in measures dealing with the course of its business, is concentrated in his person. 

�x The arrangement of Government business is the ultimate-responsibility of the Leader of the House, though 
the details are settled, subject to his approval, by the Chief Whip. 

�x The Leader of the House makes proposals for the dates of summoning and prorogation of the House for 
the approval of the Chair. 

�x He has to draw up the programme of official business to be transacted in the Session of Parliament, namely, 
Bills, motions, discussions on general or specific subjects like five-year plans, foreign policy, economic or 
industrial policy and other important State activities. 

�x He fixes inter se priorities for various items of business to ensure their smooth passage. 
�x After settling tentative programme for the whole session, he maps out weekly and daily programme 

depending upon the state of progress of work and announces the programme to the members in advances 
every week.  

�x The Business Advisory Committee determines the allocation of time for Government Bills and otter 
business on the basis of suggestions made by or received from him from time to time. 

�x The Leader of the Lok Sabha. viz., Prime Minister, never sits in the Business advisory Committee; he or she 
is represented by the Minister for Parliamentary Affairs in the Business Advisory Committee. The Leader of 
the House in the Rajya Sabha is generally a member of the Business Advisory Committee (BAC). In the 
event, he is not a member of the BAC, he is invited to attend its meetings. 

3. SPEAKER OF THE LOK SABHA 

What to study? 

�x For prelims and mains: The office of Speaker, powers, roles, appointment and functions. 

Context: Om Birla has been named as the new Lok Sabha Speaker by the NDA. He is elected Member of Parliament 
from Kota, Rajasthan. 

Speaker of the Lok Sabha: 

�x The chairman or the Presiding Officer of Lok Sabha is called Speaker. 
�x The speaker of the Lok Sabha is elected from all other members by simple majority. 
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�x Any member of Parliament is eligible to be nominated as a speaker but most commonly the candidate of 
ruling party or the party with majority wins this post. 

�x However, there are certain cases when the elected Speaker does not belonged to the majority ruling party 
of Lok Sabha (G. M. C. Balyogi, Manohar Joshi, Somnath Chatterjee). 

Functions and Powers of Lok Sabha Speakers: 

�x Speaker of Lok Sabha is basically the head of the house and presides over the sittings of Parliament and 
controls its working. 

�x The constitution has tried to ensure the independence of Speaker by charging his salary on the consolidated 
Fund of India and the same is not subject to vote of Parliament. 

�x While debating or during general discussion on a bill, the members of the parliament have to address only 
to the Speaker. 

�x Whenever there is a joint sitting of both houses of Parliament (Lok Sabha & Rajya Sabha) the Speaker of 
the Lok Sabha presides over this meeting. 

�x The Speaker of Lok Sabha comes at sixth position in the Order of Precedence of Government of India. 
�x In the normal circumstances the Speaker does not casts his vote over any matter in Lok Sabha. But when 

ever there is a tie on votes between the ruling party and opposition, the Speaker at that time can exercise 
his vote. 

�x It is the Speaker who decides the agenda of various discussions. 
�x The speaker has the power to adjourn or suspend the house/meetings if the quorum is not met. 
�x The Speaker ensures the discipline and decorum of the house. If the speaker finds the behaviour and a 

member of Parliament is not good, he/she can punish the unruly members by suspending. 
�x The Speaker decides weather a bill brought to the house is a money bill or not. In the case Speaker decides 

some bill as a money bill, this decision can not be challenged. 
�x Speaker is the final and sole authority to allow different types of motions and resolutions such as No 

Confidence Motion, Motion of Adjournment, Censure Motion etc. 
�x The Speaker of Lok Sabha does not leave the office just after dissolution of the assembly. He continues to be 

in the office till the newly formed assembly takes its first meeting and elects the new Speaker. 

The Speaker of Lok Sabha automatically disqualifies from his post if: 

�x he is no longer the Member of Parliament. 
�x if he tenders his resignation to the Deputy Speaker. 
�x if he holds the office of profit under central government or any state government. 
�x if he is of unsound mind and that too declared by the court of law. 
�x if he is declared undischarged insolvent. 
�x if he is no longer the citizen of India or voluntarily accepts the citizenship of any other country. 
�x if he is removed from the post of Speaker by passing a resolution by majority of the members of Lok Sabha. 

This is to note that during resolution for removal of Speaker, the Speaker is not in position to cast his vote 
even if there is tie. 

Speaker and the Committees: 

�x The Committees of the House function under the overall direction of the Speaker. All such Committees are 
constituted by her or by the House. 

�x The Chairmen of all Parliamentary Committees are nominated by her. 
�x Any procedural problems in the functioning of the Committees are referred to her for directions. 
�x Committees like the Business Advisory Committee, the General Purposes Committee and the Rules 

Committee work directly under her Chairmanship.  

4. �������������������ï�������������������� TO BOTH HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT 

What to study? 

�x For Prelims and �D���]�v�•�W���W�Œ���•�]�����v�š�[�•���������Œ���•�•- what, when and how? Significance and other key features. 

Context: President Ramnath Kovind recently addressed joint sitting of Parliament �}�µ�š�o�]�v�]�v�P���š�Z�����P�}�À�š�[�•���P�}���o�•���(�}�Œ��
next five years. 
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What does withdrawal mean? 

�x It means the CBI will not be able to register any fresh case involving a central government official or a private 
person stationed in these two states without getting case-specific consent. Withdrawal of consent simply 
means that CBI officers will lose all powers of a police officer as soon as they enter the state unless the state 
government has allowed them. 

Under what provision can general consent been withdrawn? 

�x In exercise of power conferred by Section 6 of the Delhi Special Police Establishment Act, 1946, the state 
governments can withdraw the general consent accorded. Section 6 of the Act says, �^�E�}�š�Z�]�v�P�����}�v�š���]�v�������]�v��
Section 5 (which deals with jurisdiction of CBI) shall be deemed to enable any member of the Delhi Special 
Police Establishment to exercise powers and jurisdiction in any area in a State, not being a Union Territory or 
Railway, a�Œ�����U���Á�]�š�Z�}�µ�š���š�Z�������}�v�•���v�š���}�(���š�Z�����'�}�À���Œ�v�u���v�š���}�(���š�Z���š���^�š���š���X�_ 

Can withdrawal mean that the CBI can no longer probe any case? 

�x No. The CBI would still have the power to investigate old cases registered when general consent existed. 
Also, cases registered anywhere else in the country, but involving people stationed in states which have 
�Á�]�š�Z���Œ���Á�v�����}�v�•���v�š�U���Á�}�µ�o�������o�o�}�Á�������/�[�•���i�µ�Œ�]�•���]���š�]�}�v���š�}�����Æ�š���v�����š�}���š�Z���•�����•�š���š���•�X 

What can the CBI do in such instances? 

�x The CBI can always get a search warrant from a local court in the state and conduct searches. In case the 
search requires a surprise element, there is CrPC Section 166, which allows a police officer of one jurisdiction 
to ask an officer of another to carry out searches on his behalf. And if the first officer feels that the searches 
by the latter may lead to loss of evidence, the section allows the first officer to conduct searches himself 
after giving a notice to the latter. 

What happens in fresh cases? 

�x Withdrawal of consent will only bar the CBI from registering a case within the jurisdiction of states which 
have withdrawn consent. However, the CBI could still file cases in Delhi and continue to probe people inside 
such states. 

�x An October 11, 2018, order of the Delhi High Court makes it clear that the agency can probe anyone in a 
�•�š���š�����š�Z���š���Z���•���Á�]�š�Z���Œ���Á�v���^�P���v���Œ���o�����}�v�•���v�š�_���]�(���š�Z���������•�����]�•���v�}�š���Œ���P�]�•�š���Œ�������]�v���š�Z���š���•�š���š���X���d�Z�����}�Œ�����Œ���Á���•���P�]�À���v��
with regard to a case of corruption in Chhattisgarh, which also gives consent on a case-to-case basis. The 
court ordered that the CBI could probe the case without prior consent of the Chhattisgarh government since 
it was registered in Delhi. 

Sources: the Hindu. 

3. COMPETITION COMMISSION OF INDIA (CCI) 

What to study? 

�x For prelims: objectives, composition and functions of CCI. 
�x For mains: issues associated with its functioning and the need for reforms. 

Context: CCI imposes penalty on pharma companies, trade associations for violating the provisions of the 
Competition Act, 2002. 

Competition Commission of India: 

�x It is a statutory body of the Government of India, responsible for enforcing the Competition Act, 2002 
throughout India and to prevent activities that have an adverse effect on competition. 

Objectives of the Commission: 

�x To prevent practices having adverse effect on competition. 
�x To promote and sustain competition in markets. 
�x To protect the interests of consumers. 
�x To ensure freedom of trade. 
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Functions of the commission: 

�x It is the duty of the Commission to eliminate practices having adverse effect on competition, promote and 
sustain competition, protect the interests of consumers and ensure freedom of trade in the markets of India. 

�x The Commission is also required to give opinion on competition issues on a reference received from a 
statutory authority established under any law and to undertake competition advocacy, create public 
awareness and impart training on competition issues. 

The Competition Act: 

�x The Competition Act, 2002, as amended by the Competition (Amendment) Act, 2007, prohibits anti-
competitive agreements, abuse of dominant position by enterprises and regulates combinations (acquisition, 
acquiring of control and M&A), which causes or likely to cause an appreciable adverse effect on competition 
within India. 

4. NITI AAYOG 

What to study? 

�x For Prelims: Composition of 
NITI Aayog, various 
initiatives. 

�x For Mains: Cooperative 
federalism- meaning, 
significance and efforts by 
the government. 

Context: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi approved the 
reconstitution of government of 
�/�v���]���[�•�� �‰�}�o�]���Ç�� �š�Z�]�v�l�� �š���v�l NITI 
Aayog. 

About NITI Aayog: 

�x The Government, in 
January 2015, replaced 
Planning Commission with 
NITI Aayog (National 
Institution for Transforming 
India). 

�x Aim: to achieve Sustainable 
Development Goals and to 
enhance cooperative 
federalism by fostering the 
involvement of State 
Governments of India in the 
economic policy-making 
process using a bottom-up 
approach. 

Role of NITI Aayog: 

�x The institution has to 
provide governments at the 
central and state levels 
with relevant strategic and 
technical advice across the spectrum of key elements of policy. This includes matters of national and 
international import on the economic front, dissemination of best practices from within the country as well 
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Scope and objective of FCRA: 

�x The intent of the Act is to prevent use of foreign contribution or foreign hospitality for any activity 
detrimental to the national interest. It has a very wide scope and is applicable to a natural person, body 
corporate, all other types of Indian entities (whether incorporated or not) as well as NRIs and overseas 
branches/subsidiaries of Indian companies and other entities formed or registered in India. It is implemented 
by the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India. 

In order to achieve the above objective, the Act: 

�x Prohibits acceptance and use of foreign contribution or foreign hospitality by a certain specified category of 
persons such as a candidate for election, judge, journalist, columnist, newspaper publication, cartoonist and 
others. 

�x Regulates the inflow to and usage of foreign contribution by NGOs by prescribing a mechanism to accept, 
use and report usage of the same. 

Definition: 

�x �/�š�� �����(�]�v���•�� �š�Z���� �š���Œ�u�� �Z�(�}�Œ���]�P�v ���}�v�š�Œ�]���µ�š�]�}�v�[ to include currency, article other than gift for personal use and 
securities received from foreign source. While foreign hospitality refers to any offer from a foreign source to 
provide foreign travel, boarding, lodging, transportation or medical treatment cost. 

Acceptance of foreign funds: 

�x The Act permits only NGOs having a definite cultural, economic, educational, religious or social programme 
to accept foreign contribution, that too after such NGOs either obtain a certificate of registration or prior 
permission under the Act. 

Registration and prior approval under FCRA: 

�x In order to be registered under the FCRA, an NGO must be in existence for at least three years and must have 
undertaken reasonable activity in its field for which the foreign contribution is proposed to be utilised. 
Further, it must have spent at least INR 1,000,000 over three years preceding the date of its application on 
its activities. 

�x The registration certificate is valid for a period of five years and must be thereafter renewed in the prescribed 
manner. 

�x NGOs not eligible for registration can seek prior approval from FCRA for receiving foreign funding. This 
permission is granted only for a specific amount of foreign funding from a specified foreign source for a 
specific purpose. It remains valid till receipt and full utilisation of such amount. 

The Act imposes various conditions on the use of foreign funds and some of them are as follows: 

�x All funds received by a NGO must be used only for the purpose for which they were received. 
�x Such funds must not be used in speculative activities identified under the Act. 
�x Except with the prior approval of the Authority, such funds must not be given or transferred to any entity 

not registered under the Act or having prior approval under the Act. 
�x Every asset purchased with such fund must be in the name of the NGO and not its office bearers or members. 

Reporting requirement: 

�x Every NGO registered or having prior approval under the Act must file an annual report with the Authority in 
the prescribed form. This report must be accompanied by an income and expenditure statement, receipt and 
payment account, and balance sheet for the relevant financial year. For financial years where no foreign 
���}�v�š�Œ�]���µ�š�]�}�v���]�•���Œ�������]�À�����U�������Z�E�/�>�[���Œ���‰�}�Œ�š���u�µ�•�š���������(�µ�Œ�v�]�•�Z���� with the Authority. 

Sources: The Hindu. 
 
 
(Q) Do you think that the FCRA [Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act] violates international human rights 
standards on freedom of association? Critically examine 
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4. DRAFT NATIONAL EDUCATION POLICY (NEP) 

What to study? 

�x For prelims and mains: key features and significance of the policy. 

Context: the draft National Education Policy (NEP) has been released. 

Highlights of the draft: 

�x It proposes expansion of the RTE Act. It aims to cover the three years of preschool before Class 1. 
�x It wants early childhood education to be overseen and regulated by the Ministry of HRD as part of the school 

system. 
�x This will be in addition to the private pre-schools and anganwadis that currently cater to the 3-to-6 years 

age group. 
�x It suggests a new integrated curricular framework for 3 to 8-year olds with a flexible system based on play, 

activity and discovery, and beginning exposure to three languages from age 3 onwards. 
�x The NEP could result in an upheaval in the anganwadi system which has been overseen by the Ministry of 

WCD for more than four decades. 
Sources: the Hindu. 

5. CLEAN DRINKING WATER TO ALL BY 2024 

What to study? 

�x For prelims and mains: the target, need, concerns and 
challenges and what needs to be done? 

Context: The Central government has decided to increase 
coverage of piped water to households from current 18 per cent 
to 100 per cent by 2024. 

Performance of NRDP: 

�x National Rural Drinking Water Programme, despite spending 
90% of Rs 89,956 crore budget over five years to 2017, has 
�^�(���]�o�����_���]�š�•��targets, according to an August 2018 report from 
�š�Z�����P�}�À���Œ�v�u���v�š�[�•�����µ���]�š�}�Œ�X 

�x �d�Z���� �‰�Œ�}�P�Œ���u�u���[�•���š���Œ�P���š�W���‰�Œ�}�À�]���]�v�P���ï�ñ�9���}�(���Œ�µ�Œ���o���Z�}�µ�•���Z�}�o���•��
with water connections and 40 litre �t about two buckets �t of 
water per person per day. Less than half that target was achie�À�����U���š�Z���v�l�•���š�}���^�‰�}�}�Œ�����Æ�����µ�š�]�}�v�_�����v�����^�Á�����l��
contract management. 

�x About 78% of 1.7 million rural Indian habitations have access to the minimum required quantity of water, 40 
litre per person per day, but that does not mean they actually get this water, experts said. Nearly 18% of 
rural habitations get less than 40 litre per person per day under the National Rural Drinking Water 
Programme. 

�x National Rural Drinking Water Programme is a centrally sponsored scheme aimed at providing every person 
in rural India with �^�������‹�µ���š���U�� �•���(���� �Á���š���Œ�_�� �(�}�Œ�� ���Œ�]�v�l�]�v�P�U�� ���}�}�l�]�v�P�� ���v���� �}�š�Z���Œ�� ���}�u���•�š�]���� �����•�]���� �v�������•�� �]�v�� ����
�^�•�µ�•�š���]�v�����o�����u���v�v���Œ�_�X 

�x The scheme provides financial and technical assistance to state governments to install rural drinking water 
connections. 

Way ahead: 

�x There are nearly 14 crore households where clean drinking water is yet to reach. 
�x Water falls under the state list of the Constitution and participation of states is crucial to make the mission 

of providing clean drinking water a success. 
�x Therefore, there has to be a holistic approach towards water supply and demand. 

 
 

Facts: 

�x More than 163 million Indians �t higher 
than the population of Russia �t do not 
have access to safe drinking water. 

�x Irrespective of the source of water, in 
most parts of rural India, availability of 
water decreases dramatically in the 
summer months as the water levels 
drop and surface sources may dry up. 

�x �/�v���]���[�•�����•�š�]�u���š���� per capita availability 
of water in 2025 will be 1,341 cubic 
metre. This may further fall to 1,140 
cubic metre in 2050, bringing it closer to 
becoming water-scarce. 
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6. NEW DELHI INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION CENTRE BILL, 2019 

What to study? 

�x For Prelims and Mains: Key features and significance of the 
Bill, need for and significance of arbitration. 

Context: The Union Cabinet has approved the Bill New Delhi 
International Arbitration Centre (NDIAC) Bill, 2019 for 
introduction in the ensuing session of Parliament. 

Benefits: 

�x The benefits of institutionalized arbitration will accrue to 
Government and its agency and to the parties to a dispute. 

�x This shall be to the advantage of the public and the public 
institutions in terms of quality of expertise and costs incurred 
and will facilitate India becoming a hub for Institutional 
Arbitration. 

Salient Features: 

�x In order to facilitate the setting up of NDIAC, the Ordinance 
envisages the transfer and vesting of the undertakings of the 
International Centre For Alternative Dispute Resolution 
(ICADR) 

�x in the Central Government. The Central Government will 
subsequently vest the undertakings in NDIAC. 

Composition: 

�x New Delhi International Arbitration Centre (NDIAC) will 
be headed by a chairperson who has been a Judge of the 
Supreme Court or a Judge of a High Court or an eminent 
person, having special knowledge and experience in the 
conduct or administration of arbitration law or management, to be appointed by the Central Government 
in consultation with the Chief Justice of India. 

�x There will be two Full time or Part time Members from amongst eminent persons having substantial 
knowledge and experience in institutional arbitration, both domestic and international. 

�x Also, one representative of a recognised body of commerce and industry shall be chosen on rotational 
basis as Part time Member. 

�x Secretary, Department of Legal Affairs, Financial Adviser nominated by the Department of Expenditure and 
Chief Executive Officer, NDIAC shall be ex-officio Members. 

7. AADHAAR AND OTHER LAWS (AMENDMENT) ORDINANCE, 2019 

What to study? 

�x For Prelims: Features of the Bill. 
�x For Mains: Need and concerns associated with the use of Aadhaar, issues of privacy. 

Context�W�� �/�v�� ���� �u���i�}�Œ�� �u�}�À���� ���]�u������ ���š�� �u���l�]�v�P�� �������Z�����Œ�� �‰���}�‰�o���� �(�Œ�]���v���o�Ç�U�� �š�Z���� �h�v�]�}�v�� �������]�v���š�� �Z���•�� ���‰�‰�Œ�}�À������ �^The 
Aadhaar and Other Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2019�_���š�}���Œ���‰�o���������š�Z���������Œ�o�]���Œ���}�Œ���]�v���v�����X 

Impact: 

�x The amendments would enable UIDAI to have a more robust mechanism to serve the public interest and 
restrain the misuse of Aadhaar. 

�x Subsequent to this amendment, no individual shall be compelled to provide proof of possession of Aadhaar 
number for the purpose of establishing his identity unless it is so provided by a law made by Parliament. 

 

What is Arbitration? 

�x Arbitration is a settlement of dispute 
between two parties to a contract by 
a neutral third party i.e. the arbitrator 
without resorting to court action. The 
process can be tailored to suit par�š�]���•�[��
particular needs. 

�x Arbitrators can be chosen for their 
expertise. It is confidential and can be 
speedier and cheaper than court. There 
are limited grounds of appeal. Arbitral 
awards are binding and enforceable 
through courts. 

Significance of ADR: 

�x It is felt that a reliable and responsive 
alternative dispute resolution system is 
essential for rapidly developing 
countries like India. While business 
disputes need speedy resolution, 
lit igation is the least favoured method 
for that. The Indian judicial system is 
marred by delays because of which 
businesses suffer as disputes are not 
resolved in a reasonable time period. 
Therefore, need for alternative dispute 
resolution processes like negotiation, 
mediation conciliation and arbitration is 
felt from time to time. 
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�x The offence may be compounded by the Magistrate upon the request of the woman(against whom talaq 
has been declared). Compounding refers to the procedure where the two sides agree to stop legal 
proceedings, and settle the dispute.  The terms and conditions of the compounding of the offence will be 
determined by the Magistrate. 

�x Allowance: A Muslim woman against whom talaq has been declared, is entitled to seek subsistence 
allowance from her husband for herself and for her dependent children. The amount of the allowance will 
be determined by the Magistrate. 

�x Custody: A Muslim woman against whom such talaq has been declared, is entitled to seek custody of her 
minor children. The manner of custody will be determined by the Magistrate. 

Significance: 

�x Time has come to put an end to the suffering of Muslim women who have been at the receiving end of instant 
talaq for several years. More than 20 Islamic countries have already banned the practice. 

9. A LAW TO PROTECT DOCTORS: 
�x Context: Recent attack on a junior doctor in West Bengal had sparked the agitation, which spread to other 

parts of the country when it appeared that the State government was reluctant to negotiate with the striking 
doctors. 

Challenges faced by the doctors: 

�x Reprisal attacks on doctors by agitated relatives of patients. 
�x Such violence is invariably the result of systemic problems that adversely affect optimal attention to patients, 

such as infrastructural and manpower constraints. 

Protection to doctors: 

�x Doctors work in stressful environments, sometimes under political pressure with regard to admissions. 
Several States have enacted laws to protect doctors and other health-care personnel from violence. 

Need of the hour: 

�x Need for stringent action against anyone who assaults doctors. 
�x Focus should be on addressing the deficiencies afflicting the health-care system as a whole.  

Way ahead: 

�x It is clear that having a law alone does not prevent such incidents from recurring. The real solution may lie in 
improving health infrastructure, counselling patients about possible adverse treatment outcomes, and 
providing basic security in medical institutions. 

10. NATIONAL ACCREDITATION BOARD FOR CERTIFICATION BODIES (NABCB) 

What to study? 

�x For prelims and mains: about NABCB, roles, objectives and significance of accreditation. 

Context: The National Accreditation Board for Certification Bodies (NABCB)�U���/�v���]���[�•���v���š�]�}�v���o���������Œ�����]�š���š�]�}�v�����}���Ç�U��
has secured international equivalence for its accreditation programme for personnel certification bodies. 

Background: 

�x NABCB signed the Mutual Recognition Arrangement (MRA) of the Asia Pacific Accreditation Cooperation 
(APAC)for its accreditation programme based on international standard, ISO/IEC 17024.  

�x ISO/IEC 17024: Conformity assessment �t General requirements for bodies operating certification of 
persons specifies criteria for the operation of a Personnel Certification Bodies (also known as a certification 
body for persons). The standard includes requirements for the development and maintenance of the 
certification schemes for persons upon which the certification is based. 

Significance: 

�x With the above recognition, NABCB hopes to facilitate export of Indian services and skills into the world 
market by attesting that persons are certified following international standards by the certifying bodies. 
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�x It provides for recognising domestic workers as a worker with the right to register themselves with state 
labour department or any other suitable mechanism. 

�x The policy will also promote the rights for them to organise and form their own unions/associations and 
affiliate with other unions/associations. It will also provide for model contract of employment with well-
defined period of work and rest. 

�x It also aims to regulate the recruitment and placement agencies by respective governments through 
formulation of a policy. 

�x It will also have a tripartite implementation committee at centre, state and district levels. 
�x It will also clearly define various terms such as part time workers, full time workers, live in workers, 

employers and private placement agencies. 
(Q) The proposed national policy for domestic workers fails to achieve the purpose it is designed for. Critically 
examine. 

13. NATIONAL REGISTER OF CITIZENS (NRC) 

What to study? 

�x For Prelims: Particulars of NRC. 
�x For Mains: Update of NRC- issues associated including ethical concerns. 

Context: Over one lakh people who were part of the final draft of the National Register of Citizens (NRC) 
published in July last year but were found ineligible thereafter �v  they have been named in the Additional Draft 
Exclusion List published recently. 

Why they are out of Assam NRC additional draft exclusion list? 

�x These over one lakh people were found ineligible during re-verification for any one of the following reasons: 
Persons who were found to be DF (Declared Foreigner) or DV (Doubtful Voter) or PFT (persons with cases 
Pending at Foreigners Tribunals) or their descendants, as applicable, discovered after publication of draft 
NRC, persons who were found to be ineligible while appearing as witness in hearings held for disposal of 
Claims & Objections, persons who were found to be ineligible during the process of verification carried out 
by the Local Registrars of Citizens Registration (LRCRs) after publication of draft NRC. 

NRC Assam Additional Draft List 2019: What happens now? 

�x People in the latest list will be informed individually through Letters of Information (LOI) to be delivered at 
their residential addresses along with the reason for exclusion. 

�x Such persons will have the opportunity to file their Claims which will be disposed through a hearing by a 
Disposing Officer�X���d�Z�����•�µ���u�]�•�•�]�}�v���}�(�����o���]�u�����v�����]�š�[�•�����]�•�‰�}�•���o�����Ç���š�Z�������]�•�‰�}�•�]�v�P���K�(�(�]����r through a hearing will 
happen together. 

On what basis was the Assam NRC additional draft exclusion list prepared? 

�x The preparation of the draft exclusion list of the NRC was approved by the SC under the Clause 5 of the 
Schedule of the Citizenship (Registration of Citizens and Issue of National Identity Cards) Rules, 2003. 

�x The provision of suo moto verification is mentioned in Section 4 (3) of the Schedule of the above mentioned 
Citizenship Rules, 2003, which says that the local registrar of citizen registration (LRCR) may at any time 
before the final publication of NRC in the state of Assam may verify names already in the final draft NRC if 
considered necessary. 

What is the Assam NRC? 

�x The NRC is basically a list of Indian citizens of Assam. 
�x NRC prepared in 1951 is being updated to include the names of people or their descendants who appear in 

the 1951 NRC, in any of the Electoral Rolls, or in any one of the other admissible documents issued up to the 
midnight of March 24, 1971. 
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Why is March 24, 1971 the cut-off date? 

�x There have been several waves of migration to Assam from Bangladesh, but the biggest was in March 1971 
when the Pakistan army crackdown forced many to flee to India. The Assam Accord of 1985 that ended the 
six-year anti-�(�}�Œ���]�P�v���Œ�•�[�����P�]�š���š�]�}�v����ecided upon the midnight of March 24, 1971 as the cut-off date. 

Sources: Indian Express. 

14. NATIONAL FOOD SECURITY ACT (NFSA), 2013 

What to study? 

�x For prelims: key features, objectives and coverage of the act. 
�x For mains: significance, issues present with the legislation and ways to address them. 

Context: The Union Minister of Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution, Shri Ram Vilas Paswan met State 
Food Secretaries and State government officials along with officials of Food Corporation of India (FCI), Central 
Warehousing Corporation (CWC) and State Warehousing Corporations (SWCs)in New Delhi. Shri Paswan discussed 
various issues pertaining to efficient implementation of national food security act. 

National Food Security Act (NFSA), 2013: 

�x As passed by the Parliament, Government has notified the National Food Security Act, 2013 on 10th 
September, 2013. 

�x The objective is to provide for food and nutritional security in human life cycle approach, by ensuring 
access to adequate quantity of quality food at affordable prices to people to live a life with dignity. 

Key features: 

�x The Act provides for coverage of upto 75% of the rural population and upto 50% of the urban population for 
receiving subsidized foodgrains under Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS), thus covering about 
two-thirds of the population. 

�x The eligible persons will be entitled to receive 5 Kgs of foodgrains per person per month at subsidised prices 
of Rs. 3/2/1 per Kg for rice/wheat/coarse grains. 

�x The existing Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) households, which constitute the poorest of the poor, will 
continue to receive 35 Kgs of foodgrains per household per month. 

�x The Act also has a special focus on the nutritional support to women and children. Besides meal to pregnant 
women and lactating mothers during pregnancy and six months after the child birth, such women will also 
be entitled to receive maternity benefit of not less than Rs. 6,000. 

�x Children upto 14 years of age will be entitled to nutritious meals as per the prescribed nutritional standards. 
�x In case of non-supply of entitled foodgrains or meals, the beneficiaries will receive food security allowance. 
�x The Act also contains provisions for setting up of grievance redressal mechanism at the District and State 

levels. 
�x Separate provisions have also been made in the Act for ensuring transparency and accountability. 

Ways to increase the efficiency: 

�x Use of Information Technology right from the time of purchase of food grains till its distribution will help 
in increasing the overall efficiency of the entire process, while maintaining transparency and curbing 
corruption. 

�x It is imperative that there is a seamless flow of information online between the FCI and States and therefore 
they need to be integrated so that exact information about how much food grain has been procured from 
which mandi, which warehouse it is stored in and for how long and when it has been released for distribution 
can be available. 

�x There should also be information about the quality of food grains at the time of purchase, storage 
conditions in the warehouse, when it is given to PDS shops and when the shops have distributed it to the 
beneficiaries. 

�x Move towards One Nation One Ration Card (RC) which will ensure all beneficiaries especially migrants can 
access PDS across the nation from any PDS shop of their own choice. This will provide freedom to the 
beneficiaries as they will not be tied to any one PDS shop and reduce their dependence on shop owners and 
curtail instances of corruption. 
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�x Expand the coverage of Integrated Management of PDS (IMPDS) to all the states. 

Why ensure food security? 

�x The basic concept of food security globally is to ensure that all people, at all times, should get access to the 
basic food for their active and healthy life and is characterized by availability, access, utilization and stability 
of food. Though the Indian Constitution does not have any explicit provision regarding right to food, the 
fundamental right to life enshrined in Article 21 of the Constitution may be interpreted to include right to 
live with human dignity, which may include the right to food and other basic necessities. 

(Q) Is there any improvement in public distribution system since the implementation of reforms enacted by the 
National Food Security Act 2013? Critically discuss. 

15. ATAL TINKERING LABS 

What to study? 

�x For Prelims: AIM, ATL and their important features. 
�x For Mains: Various initiatives to promote innovation and their 

significance. 

Context: 8878 schools have been selected for establishing Atal 
Tinkering Lab (ATLs) to promote research and innovation in 
schools. 

What are ATLs? 

�x �t�]�š�Z�� ���� �À�]�•�]�}�v�� �š�}�� �ZCultivate one Million children in India as 
Neoteric Innovators�[�U�����š���o���/�v�v�}�À���š�]�}�v���D�]�•�•�]�}�v���]�•�����•�š�����o�]�•�Z�]�v�P��
Atal Tinkering Laboratories (ATLs) in schools across India. 

�x Objective: The objective of this scheme is to foster curiosity, 
creativity and imagination in young minds; and inculcate skills such as design mindset, computational 
thinking, adaptive learning, physical computing etc. 

�x Financial Support: AIM will provide grant-in-aid that includes a one-time establishment cost of Rs. 10 lakh 
and operational expenses of Rs. 10 lakh for a maximum period of 5 years to each ATL. 

�x Eligibility: Schools (minimum Grade VI �t X) managed by Government, local body or private trusts/society can 
set up ATL. 

Significance of ATLs: 

�x ���š���o�� �d�]�v�l���Œ�]�v�P�� �>�����•�� �Z���À���� ���À�}�o�À������ ���•�� ���‰�]�����v�š���Œ�•�� �(�}�Œ�� �]�u�‰���Œ�š�]�v�P�� �š�Z���•���� �Z�•�l�]�o�o�•�� �}�(�� �š�Z���� �(�µ�š�µ�Œ���[�� �š�Z�Œ�}�µ�P�Z�� �‰�Œ�����š�]�����o��
applications based on self-learning. 

�x Bridging a crucial social divide, Atal Tinkering Labs provide equal opportunity to all children across the 
spectrum by working at the grassroot level, introducing children to the world of innovation and tinkering. 

16. PRADHAN MANTRI AWAS YOJANA �� URBAN 

What to study? 

�x For Prelims: PMAY- Urban- key features. 
�x For Mains: Significance of the scheme, challenges ahead and measures needed to achieve the target. 

Context: Houses Sanctioned Under PMAY(U) now Stands at 83.62 Lakhs. Uttar Pradesh tops list for Sanctioned 
Houses at 13 Lakhs. 

About PMAY- Urban: 

�x The Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban) Programme launched by the Ministry of Housing and Urban 
Poverty Alleviation (MoHUPA), in Mission mode envisions provision of Housing for All by 2022, when the 
Nation completes 75 years of its Independence. 

�x The Mission seeks to address the housing requirement of urban poor including slum dwellers through 
following programme verticals: 

�x Slum rehabilitation of Slum Dwellers with participation of private developers using land as a resource. 

About AIM: 

�x The Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) is the 
�'�}�À���Œ�v�u���v�š�� �}�(�� �/�v���]���[�•�� �(�o���P�•�Z�]�‰��
initiative to promote a culture of 
innovation and entrepreneurship in the 
country. 

�x AIM is mandated to create an umbrella 
structure to oversee innovation 
ecosystem of the country and 
revolutionizing the innovation eco-
system �t touching upon the entire 
innovation life cycle through various 
programs. 
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Topics: Welfare  schemes for  vulnerable  sections of the population  by the Centre and States and 
the performance  of these schemes. 

1. PENSION SCHEME FOR SMALL RETAIL TRADERS AND SHOPKEEPERS 

What to study? 

�x For prelims and mains: key features and significance of the scheme. 

Context: The Union Cabinet has approved a monthly pension scheme for small retail traders and shopkeepers. 
The scheme that offers pension coverage to the trading community will cover 3 crore small retail traders and shop 
keepers. 

Key features: 

�x Under the scheme all small shopkeepers, retail traders and self-employed persons are assured a minimum 
of Rs.3,000 monthly pension after attaining 60 years of age. 

�x Eligibility: All small shopkeepers, self-employed persons and retail traders aged between 18-40 years and 
with Goods and Service Tax (GST) turnover below Rs.1.5 crore can enrol for pension scheme. 

�x The scheme is based on self-declaration as no documents are required except bank account and Aadhaar 
Card. 

�x The Central Government will make matching contribution (same amount as subscriber contribution) i.e. 
���‹�µ���o�����u�}�µ�v�š�����•���•�µ���•�]���Ç���]�v�š�}���•�µ���•���Œ�]�����Œ�[�•���‰���v�•�]�}�v���������}�µ�v�š�����À���Œ�Ç���u�}�v�š�Z�X 

2. PM �� KISAN SCHEME 

What to study? 

�x For Prelims: Key Features of the scheme. 
�x For Mains: Significance, relevance and need for the scheme, concerns and challenges over its 

implementation, is it sufficient? 

Context: The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi has approved that the ambit of the 
Pradhan Mantri KisanSamman Nidhi (PM-KISAN) would be comprehensively extended. 
�x The revised Scheme is expected to cover around 2 crore more farmers, increasing the coverage of PM-KISAN 

to around 14.5 crore beneficiaries. 
�x With this decision, all land holding eligible farmer families (subject to the prevalent exclusion criteria) would 

avail of the benefits under this scheme. 

About Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi: 

�x Under this programme, vulnerable landholding farmer families, having cultivable land upto 2 hectares, will 
be provided direct income support at the rate of Rs. 6,000 per year. 

�x This income support will be transferred directly into the bank accounts of beneficiary farmers, in three equal 
installments of Rs. 2,000 each. 

�x The complete expenditure of Rs 75000 crore for the scheme will borne by the Union Government in 2019-
20. 

Definition: 

�x For the purpose of the calculation of the benefit, the Centre has defined a small and marginal landholder 
family as the one comprising of husband, wife and minor children up to 18 years of age, who collectively own 
cultivable land up to two hectare as per the land records of the concerned states. 

Significance: 

�x Around 12 crore small and marginal farmer families are expected to benefit from this. It would not only 
provide assured supplemental income to the most vulnerable farmer families, but would also meet their 
emergent needs especially before the harvest season. It would pave the way for the farmers to earn and live 
a respectable living. 
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Similar programmes by states: 

�x Bhavantar Bhugtan Yojana in Madhya Pradesh was sought to provide relief to farmers by providing the 
differential between MSPs and market prices. 

�x The Rythu Bandhu scheme �}�(���š�Z�����d���o���v�P���v�����P�}�À���Œ�v�u���v�š���‰�Œ�}�À�]�����•���$�ð�U�ì00 per acre for every season to all 
the farmers of the state. Similar initiatives have also be framed in Jharkhand and Odisha. 

�x In December 2018, Odisha launched the Krushak Assistance for Livelihood and Income augmentation 
(KALIA). KALIA is more complicated in design and implementation. It commits to give Rs 5,000 per SMF, twice 
a year, that is Rs 10,000 a year. 

Benefits of direct cash transfers: 

�x It has immediate impact on reducing hunger and rural poverty. 
�x They can help households to overcome credit constraints and manage risk. This can increase productive 

investment, increase access to markets and stimulate local economies. 
�x Income support can be used to make a repayment or at least activate a bank account which can then receive 

a loan. 
�x It can increase investment in agricultural inputs, including farm implements and livestock. 
�x It can serve as an important complement to a broader rural development agenda, including a pro-poor 

growth strategy focusing on agriculture. 

Challenges with cash transfers- criticisms: 

�x Landless labourers are not being covered under PM-KISAN. 
�x Cash transfers are not greatly superior in terms of leakages compared to other schemes of in-kind transfer 

such as the public distribution system (PDS). 
�x A targeted cash transfer scheme envisions the role of the state to only providing cash income to the poor. 

This kind of approach seeks to absolve the state of its responsibility in providing basic services such as health, 
education, nutrition and livelihood. 

�x Cash transfer scheme such as PM-KISAN cannot be substituted for subsidies and other institutional support 
systems such as the National Food Security Act-powered public distribution system. In fact, such cash 
transfer schemes could be counterproductive and may lead to more distress. 

�x Cash transfers do not solve the following problems which are the reasons for the current agrarian crisis. The 
Agrarian crisis is not just of low incomes in agriculture. The genesis of the current crisis lies in the faulty and 
ad hoc export-import policy, lack of infrastructure and cartelisation and collusion in agricultural markets, 
which have prevented farmers from realizing the market prices for agricultural produce. 

�x Cash transfer is neither a substitute for the structural reforms needed in agriculture, nor does it adequately 
compensate the farmer for the risks and uncertainty of crop cultivation. 

�x In the absence of proper tenancy records, it will also benefit the absentee landlords. 
�x It is no substitute for the lack of investment in agriculture, which has declined at 2.3% per annum in real 

terms. 

3. ����������������������ï���������������� HER PVTGS 

What to study? 

�x For Prelims and Mains: About PVTGs, spread in different states, issues related to their protection and 
statutory rights given to them. 

Why in News? The Chhattisgarh government is processing habitat rights for Abujh Marias, a Particularly 
Vulnerable Tribal Group (PVTG). 

Key facts: 

�x Since AbujhMarias is a PVTG community, they are entitled to the habitat rights under FRA. 
�x Abujhmarh, where this tribe lives, is considered by the government to be one of the last remaining 

strongholds of Left-wing extremism.  
�x Abujh Marias have their own governance structure. 
�x The Abujhmarh forest is spread over 1,500 square miles in the Bastar region of Chhattisgarh. 
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