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GENERAL STUDIEg |

Topics: Indian culture will cover the salient aspectsof Art Forms, Literature and Architecture

from ancient to modern times.
1. UNESCO WORLD HERITAESITES

What to study?
1 For Prelims: UNESQEHS important sites.

1 For Mains: Significance and the need for conservation

WHS

Context India gets it88th UNESCO World HERITAGE & TNk

CityJaipur.

1 With Successful inscription of Jaipur Cltgliahas 38 world
heritage sites, that include 3Cultural properties, 7 Natural

properties and 1 mixed site
Selection of a site:

1 To be selected a World Heritage Sitanust be an already

classified landmark, unigue in some
geographically and historically identifiable
special cultural or physical significang¢such

respect as
place havin
as an ancien

ruin or historical structurepuilding, city, complex, desert

forest, sland, lake, monument, mountain,

or wilderneg

UNESCO world heritage site:
1 A UNESCO World Heritage Sita fBace

that islisted by the United Nations
Educational, Scientific andCultural
Organization (UNESC@3 of
specialcultural or physical significance
Thelist  ismaintained by the
international World Heritage
Programmeadministered by  the
UNESCO World Heritage Committe
composed oR1 UNESCO membs
states which are electedy the General
Assembly.

Each World Heritage Sitemains part
of thelegal territory of the
state wherein the #e is located and
UNESCO considers it in the interest
the international community to
preserve each site.

area). It mayignify a remarkable accomplishment o
humanity, and serve as evidence of our intellectual history on the planet

Legal status of designated sites:

I UNESO designation as a World Heritage Sitevides prima facie evidence that such culturally sensitive

f

sites are legally protected pursuant to the Law of War, undertGkaeva Conventionits articles, protocols
and customs, together with other treaties inding theHague Conventioffor the Protection of Cultural

Property in the Event of Armed Conflict and international law

What are endangered sites?

1 A site may be added to the List of World Heritage in Daiigdere are conditions that threaten the
characeristics for which the landmark or arewas inscribed on the World Heritage Lisbuch problems

may involve armed conflict and war, natural disasters, pollution, poaching, or uncontrolled urbanization or

human development.

1 This danger list is intended increase international awareness of théhreats and to encourage

counteractive measures

1 Review The state of conservation for each site on the danger list is reviewed on a yearly basis, after \whicl

the committee may request additional measures, delete pheperty from the list if the threatsdwe ceased
or consider deletion from both the List of World Heritage in Danger and the World Heritage List.

2. KARTARPUR SAHIB PILRIM CORRIDOR

What to study?

1 For Prelims and Mains: Location and significance of dhedor, issues involved in itonstruction.

Context The second round of talks with Pakistan on the modalities for operationalisation of the Kartarpur Sahik

Corridor was recently held at Wagah, Pakistan.

9 Pakistan has agreed in principle to allow ¥figg, yearlong travel to the Sikkhrine.

www.insightsonindia.com
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Concerns raised by India:

9 India conveyed its concerns to Pakistan on the possiidanpts by individuals and groups to disrupt the
Kartarpur Sahib pilgrimage and the possible floodiofy the Dera Baba Nanak due taaréh-filled
embankment road or aauseway proposed by Islamabad.

2KFEUO Aa UKS aYlF NUF N )4?"'%\ PAKISTAN

i The corridor ¢ often dubbed as the A:&D 4
6Road to Peaceé ¢ will connect  ZW&&E
DdZNRG I NI 51 NbB I NJ { KARTARPUR
Kartarpur with Dera Baba Nanak shrir
inIndiZQa DdzNRI & LJdzNJ R GURDASPUR

§ The construction of the corridor CORRIDOR

. . . Corridor length:
will allow visafree access to pilgrims About 6.5km
from India. The proposal for the corridot
has been on the table since 1988, bt Ray-m\'@‘
tense relations between the two
countries led to the delay.

Background: INDIA GURDASPUR

1 The Unim Cabinet has already appred
the building and development of th€artarpur corridorfrom Dera Baba Nanak in Gurdaspur district to th
international border, in order to facilitate pilgrims from India to visitrdwara Darbar Sahib Kartarpur on
the banks d the Ravi river in Pakisan, where ShiGuru Nanak Devgpent eighteen years.

Implementation:

1 The Kartarpur corridor will be implemented anintegrated development projectvith Government of India
funding, to provide smooth and easy passage, witthallmodernamenities.

The shrine:

i The gurdwara in Kartarpur stands on the bank of the Ravi, about 120 km northeast of Lahore.

91 It was here thalGuru Nanak assembled a Sikh commuaiid lived for 18 years until his death in 1539.

9 The shrine is visible frothe Indianside, as Pakistani authorities generally trim the elephant grass that wc
otherwise obstruct the view.

e

uld

1 Indian Sikhs gather in large numbers for darshan from the Indian side, and binoculars are installed &

Gurdwara Dera Baba Nanak.

3. S WADESHDARSHAN SCHME

What to study?

1 For Prelims: First tribal circuit under Swadesh Darshan Scheme, Key features of Swadesh Darshan S
1 For Mains: Significance of the scheme.

Context TheMinistry of Tourism, under the Swadesh Darshan Scheme, has identifida! circuit as one of
the fifteen thematic circuits for development of tourism infrastructure in the countwyith the objective of
showecasing tribal culture, art, handicrafts and providing livelihood and enhance employment opportionitie
tribal popuhtions in the country.

1 Ministry of Tourism under th&wadesh Darshan Scheme has identified Tirthankar Casoite of the fifteen
thematic circuits for development in the country. All the sites associated with Jainism are covered undks
circuit.

f MnadNE KFra alyOitAz2ySR (KS LINE 2 S VdishainGabMSddrRatdy S
RajgirPawapuri/ Kl Y LJ LJzZNRA Ay . AKI NE &

About Swadesh Darshan Scheme:

9 Tourism Ministrylaunched the scheme.

www.insightsonindia.com 7 InsightsIAS
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1 Obijective to developtheme-based tourist circuitsn the country. These tourist circuits will be developed ¢
the principles of high tourist value, competitiveness and sustainability in an integrated manner.

Features of Swadesh Darshan Scheme:

1 The scheme i$00% centrally fundedor the project componentsindertaken for public funding.

1 To leverage the voluntary funding available @orporate Social Responsibility (CSR)initiatieéCentral
Public Sector Undertakings and corporate sector.

1 Funding of individual project will varfrom state to state and wibefinalised on the basis of detailed projec
reports prepared byPMC (Programme Management Consultant).

1 ANational Steering Committee (NS@) be constituted with Minister in charge of M/O Tourism &
Chairman, to steer the mission objectives asiglon ofthe scheme.

1 AMission Directorateheaded by the Member Secretayy)NSC as a nodal officer will help in identification
projects in consultation with the States/ UTs governments and other stake holders.

1 PMC will bea national level consultant tde appoinied by the Mission Directorate

@ Himalayan Circuit

@ Heritage Circuit

@ Krishna Circuit

(O Spiritual Circult
North-East Circuit

@ Coastal Circuit

@ Tribal Circult

@ widiife Circuit

@ Oesert Circuit

@ EBuddhist Circuit

@ Eco - Tourism Circult
Ramayana Circuit

Topics: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the
present- significant events, personalities, issues.

LAL BAHADUR SHASTRI

1 Context PM visits Varanasi Unveils Lal Bahadur t8sdatue at Varanasi airport.
Lal Bahadur Shastrrelated facts:

Pre-independence:

91 Lal Bahadur Shastri whsrn on 2nd October, 1904 at Mughalsarai, Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh

T 1S g1 & 3rBBagtre (i S | FohaleEsy didya Peetras apart of his bache 2 NDa RS 3
T 1'S AyidNERRdzaSBIRwah JaiKiseh AHyWR aLJ | @ SR F LIAG20Ff NBf S
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1 He became a life member tie Servants of the People Society (Lok Sevak Mandal)nded by Lala Lajpat
Rai. There he atted to work forthe upliftment of backward classes, and laker became the President of
that Society

1 He participated inthe non-cooperation movement and the Salt Satyagraha.

Post independence:

1 He waghe second Prime Ministeof Independent India.
1 In1961, he was appnted as Home Minister, and he appointed tBemmittee on Prevention of Corruptian

I S ONBI i S RshastiFormulay 203k O K O2y aA&aGSR 2F (GKS I y3adz
1 He promotedthe White Revolution a national campagh to increase niik production. He also promoted

the Green Revolutionto increase the food production in India.
1 In 1964, he signed an agreement with the Sri Lankan Prime Minister Sirimavo Bandaranaike, in concern wi
the status of Indian Tamils in Ceyldrhis agreemeris known asSrimaveShastri Pact
He was awarded thBharat Ratnai KS LYy RAF Qa KA3IKSald OAGAt ALY 4l N
He signedrashkent Declaratioron 10 January, 1966 with tHeakistarPresident, Muhammad Ayub Khan to
end the 1965 \ar.

= =

Topic: Salient features of Indian Society; Diversity

UNIFORM CIVIL CODE

2
What to study What is uniform civil code?

1 For Prelims: Constitutional provisions related to Uniform C 1 Uniform civil Code is a proposal to ha

Code. _ . a generic set of governing laws for eve
1 For Mains: UGQieed, concerns, challenges and is it suital citizen without taking into considation
for India? the religion.

Context The Delhi High Countas re@ently informed that the issue| Whatthe constitution says?
of framing a Uniform Civil Code will be placed for considerat

e 3 , 1 Article 440f the Constitutionsays that
before the22"¥ Law Commissio once it is constituted.

there should be a Uniform Civil Cod

India needs a Uniform Civil Code for the following reasons: ' OO2NRAy3 u2 UKAAQ

endeavor to secure for the citizens

1 A secular republic needs a commiamv for allcitizens rather uniform civil code throughout the

than differentiated rules based on religious practices. territory of LY RA ¢ & { A yeQ

f  Another reason why a uniform civil code is needed is gen Principles are only guidelines, it is n
justice. The rights of women are usually limited und mandatory to use them.

religious law, be it Hindu or Muslim. The practice oplé&i
talaq isa classic example.

1 Many practices governed by religious tradition are at odds with the fundamental rights guaranteed in the
Indian Constitution.

1 Courts have also often said in their judgements that the government should move towards a ucifdrm
code ncluding the judgement in the Shah Bano case.

Why is UCC is not desirable at this point?

9 Secularism cannot contradict the pluralitgrevalent in the country. Besides, cultural diversity cannot be
compromised to the extent that our urge for uaifnity itsef becomes a reason for threat to the territorial
integrity of the nation.

1 ¢KS &Szt Wabliening only if it assures the expression of any form of difference. This diversity,
both religious and regional, should not get subsumed urnitlerlouder wice of the majority. At the same
time, discriminatory practices within a religion should not hide behind the cloak of that faith to gain
legitimacy.

What is needed now?

1 The way forward may not be UCC, but the codification of all personat@tmst prepdices and stereotypes
in every one of them would come to light and can be tested on the anvil of fundamental rights of the

www.insightsonindia.com 9 InsightsIAS
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Constitution. By codification of different personal laws, one can arrive at certain universal principles that
prioritise equity rather than imposition of a Uniform Code, which would discourage many from using the| law

altogether, given that matters of marriage and divorce can also be settled-gxtically.

Sources: the Hindu.

Topics: Role of Women; issues empowerment

1. MAHILA KISAN SASHAKTIKARAN PARYOJANA

What to study?

1 For prelims and mainskey features, objectives ang
significance of the programmejssues related to
feminization of agriculture.

Context In line with the provisions of National Policy fq

Farmers (NPF) (2007het Department of Rural Developmen

Ministry of Rural Development is implementing a programr

exclusively for women farmers meely,Mahila Kisan

Sashaktikaran Pariyojana (MKSP)

9 Fundingsupport to the tune of up to 60% (90% for Nort
Eastern States) for sh projects is provided by the
Government of India.

About Mahila Kisan Sashaktikaran Pariyojana:
T ¢KS

agal KAt YAaly {
(MKSP)a sub component of the Deendaya
Antodaya YojanaNRLM (DANWRLM)seeks
to improve the presenstatus of women in
Agriculture, and to enhance the
opportunities available to empower her.
aY{t NBO23yArl Sal K XIS
ayralyé |yR adNA@Sa
women in the domain of agreecologically
sustdnable practices

It has a clar visionto reach out to the
poorest of poor households and expand thg

portfolio of activities currently handled by
the Mahila Kisan
f Rural women form the most productiweork force inthe | T Thefocus of MKSP is on capacitatin
economy of majority of the developing nations includir smallholders to adopt sustainable climate
India. More than 80% of rural women are engaged resmelnt faglrgl-egologyand.event;;ally Cre:& |
agriculture activities for their livelihoods. About 20 pe ibﬁ?g&i\?es : ;) Cg?e?;?ﬁgnpm;ns;ﬂg? dse'r
cent of farm livelihoods are female headed due agriculture  through  promotion  of
widowhood, desertionpr male emigration. sustainable agriculture practicesuch as
9 Agriculture support system in India strengthens thg Community Managed Sustainable Agricultu
exclusion of women from their entitlements ag (CMSA), Non PestigidMlanagement (NPM)
agricultureworkers and cultivators Most of the women Zero BudgeNatural Farming (ZBNF), Pash
headed households are not able to access exteng Sakhi model for doorstep animal cay
services, farmers support ingttions and production services, ~Sustainable regeneration aj
assets like seed, water, credit, subsidy etc. As agricult harvesting of NofTimber Forest Produce.
workers, women are paid lower wage than men.

| (Q)Discuss the problems faced by women farmers in India. Also discuss how those problems could be sblved.

2. POCSO ACT

Need for feminization of agriculture:

What to study?

1 For Prelims: POCSO Act provisions.

i For Mains: Sexual abuse of childrenevention and need for stringemirovisions.

1 Cortext: Union Cabinet has approved thenendments in the Protection of Children from Sexuaifences
(POCSO) Act, 2012

Key changes proposed:

1 It will makepunishment morestringent for committing sexual crimes against children including death
penalty.

1 Itindudesprovision of death penalty in cases of sexual offences against children

1 The amendments also provide flevy of fines and imprisonmento curb child pornography.

1 Amendments are also proposed protect children from sexual offences itimes of natural calamities and
in other situations where children are administered, in any way, any hormone or any chemical substance
to attain early sexual maturity for the purpose of penetrative sexual assault.
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Impact:

1 The amendment is expected to durage the trad of child sexual abuse by acting as a deterrent due|to
strong penal provisions incorporated in the Act.

1 It intends to protect the interest of vulnerable children in times of distress and ensures their safety| and
dignity.

1 The amendment iaimed to estabth clarity regarding the aspects of child abuse and punishment thereof.

POCSO Act:

9 TheProtection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (POCSO Act) ®@%2formulated in ordeto
effectively address sexual abuse and sexual exploitation fufdren.

1 Role d police: The Act casts the police in the role of child protectors during the investigative process. Thus,
the police personnel receiving a report of sexual abuse of a child are given the responsibility of making urget
arrangements for theare and protetion of the child, such as obtaining emergency medical treatment for
the child and placing the child in a shelter home, and bringing the matter in front oEhildWelfare
Committee (CWC), should the need arise.

9 SafeguardsThe Actfurther makes provisios for avoiding the re&ictimisation of the child at the hands of
the judicial system. It provides for special courts that conduct the triahimera and without revealing the
identity of the child, in a manner that is as cHitibndly as possible. Hengthe child may have a parent of
other trusted person present at the time of testifying and can call for assistance from an interpreter, specia
educator, or other professional while giving evidence. Above all, the Act stipulates tlage of child sexba
abuse must be disposed of within one year from the date the offence is reported.

1 Mandatory reporting: The Act also provides for mandatory reporting of sexual offences. This casts a|lega
duty upon a person who has knowledge thathdldt has been sexuallgbused to report the offence; if he
FIrAfa (2 R2 422 KS YlI& 68 LiddzyAaKSR 6AGK AAE Y2y

91 Definitions. The Act defines a child as any person below eighteen years of age. It defines different forms o
sexual abuse, including perimtive and nonpenetrative assault, as well as sexual harassment and
LR2NYy23aNI LKéd LG RSSY&a + &aSEdzZf &aatrdAZdG G2 oS |al
abused child is mentally ill or when the abuse is commikig@ person in a posin of trust or authority like
a family member, police officer, teacher, or doctor.

| (Q) Discuss the merits and demerits of the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act of ?012

3.0) . 4%2. %4 30GRAMMES 0 2

What to study?

1 For prelims and mab: Key features and significance of the initiative.

f Context Google India and Tata Tsts| NB& &S {0 {2 IntéhetJagfilR KK IAKNI & € A G SN
for rural women to villages in Punjab and Odisha.

1 Coverage Currently, the programme has reach26 lakh villages across 18 states. On adding Punjab and
Odisha the programme will moextend its reach to 20 states in India

About Internet Saathi:

1 Iltisjoint initiative of Google India and Tata Trusts

1 It aims to facilitate digital literacy among woen in rural India

1 The programmaims to train Saathis in villagehat can in turn hgd educate other women from their village
in the use of thenternet.

Significance of the initiative:

9 It has contributed towards bridgingjgital gender dividen rural hdia. Women trained under this initiative
have started their owmicro-business such as stitching, honeybee farming, and beauty parlours. Many under
programme are also driving awareness for issues like girl child education, menstrual hygiene and more withi
their communities.

Sources: the Hindu.
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4. ONE STORCENTRE SCHEME

What to study?

1 For prelims and mains: key features, need for and significal Women Helpline to facilitate access td
of the scheme. following services:

I Context The Government of India is implementi®ge Stop | ¢  Emergency response and rescl
Centre (OSQG3chemefor setting upOne Stop Centre since services.

The Centres will be integrated with 4§

1st April 2015to support women affected by violence 1 Medical assistance.
About the scheme: 1 Assistance lto women in lodging thg Fl
1 Psychesocial support and counselling.

1 Popularly known aSakhjMinistry of Women and Child T Legal aid and counselling.
Development (MWCDhas formulated thientrally | T Shelter
Sponsored Scheme 1 Video conferencing facility.

1 Itisa subgscheme of Umbrella SchemerfNational Mission
for Empowerment of womerincluding Indira Gandhi Mattritav Sahyaog Yojana.

1 Under the schemeDne Stop Centreare being established across the countiy provide integrated
support and assistance under one roof to women affected bylgimwe, both in private and public spaces
in phased manner

1 Target groupThe OSC will suppaatl women including girls below 18 years of ajfected by violence,
irrespective of caste, class, religion, region, sexual orientation or marital status.

Funds:

1 The Scheme will be funded througtirbhaya Fund The Central Government will provide 100% financjal

assistance to the State Government /UT Administrations under the Scheme.

Need for protection:

Gender Based Violence (GB¥)a global health, human rightsd development issue that transcends
geography, class, culture, age, race and religion to affect every community and country in every corner c

TheArticle 1 of UN Declaration on the Elimination of Violence 1998vides a definition of gendeybased
F6dzaSs OF f t Ay 3 ¢haded didlegcd that résiilts i, Yor isTiely ® &slit in, physical, sexual or
psychological harm or suffering to women, including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivatior
LJdzof AO 2NJ AY LINAGFGS fAFSEd

1

the world.
1

of liberty, whether ocdzNINA y3 A Y
1

In India,gender based violence has many manifestatiopfi®m the more universally prevalent forms of
domestic and sexual violence including rape, to harmful practices such as, dowry, honour killings, aci
attacks, wich ¢ hunting, sexual harassment, child sexual abuse, trafficking for commercial sexual
exploitation, child marriage, sex selective abortion, sati etc.

5. NIRBHAYA FUND

What to study?
1 For

1 ForMains: Significance of the fund and issues related to q

About Nirbhaya fund:
Prelims: About the fund,
administration.

Its objectives and 1 The Rs D00 crore Nirbhaya Fung

wasannounced in UniorBudget 2013
The corpus wat beutilised for
upholding safety and dignity of women
1 Ministry of Women and Child

utilization.

Context A total of 59 proposals/schemes have been receiy
from various Ministries and State @&rnments and UT
Administrations under Nirbhaya Fund during the last three ye
201617, 201718 and 201819 onwards.

Developmentapart from several other
concerned ministries were authorised t
work out details 6 structure, scope and
application of this fund

1 Till date, 30 projects/ schemes have been appraised

T

recommended by the Empowered Committee of officers for funding under Nirbhaya Fund.
1 The Fund iadministered by Department of Economic Affairs of the finance ministry
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Issues with Nirbhaya Fund:

1 The government has been accused kafeping Nirbhaya Fund unutilisedwith rise in cases of sexual
harassment and crimes against women there is a crying need for implementation of such funds.

Way ahead:

1 Government should improveoordination between thaministries for speedier implementation of projects
under the schemes of this nature. Delay caused by lengthy-matisterial coordination must not be allowed
G2 O2YLINRYAAS 62YSyQa al ¥FSie o ¢ KabtivalydrusliMginggudity | y
and security to women.

6. NATIONAL CRECHE SCHE

What to study?
1 For prelims and mains: Key features and significance of the scheme.

Context National Creche Scheme is being implemented @srdrally Sponsored Schentierough States/UTs
with effect from 01.01.2017.

About National Creche Scheme:

1 The Scheme is beimgplemented by theMinistry of Women and Child Development

9 Iltisacentrally sponsored scheme

1 It aims atproviding a safe place for mothers to leave their chifdr while they are awork, and thus, is a
measure foempowering womeras it enables them to take up employment.

1 Coverage It is anintervention towardsprotection and development of childrein the age group of 6
months to 6 years

Features:

1 Provides foday care facilitie$o the children of working mothers.

1 Provides supplementary nutrition, health care inputs like immunization, polio drops, basic health monitoring,
sleeping facilities, early stimulation (for children below 3 years);spt®ol educatiorfor children aged
between 36 yrs.

Significance:

1 This scheme facility enables the parents to leave their children while they are at work and where the childrer
are provided with a stimulating environment for their holistic development.

This scheme ensurés improve the heah andnutrition status ofthe children.

It promotes physical, social, cognitive and emotional/holistic development of the children.

It also educates and empowers parents/caretakers for the better childcare.

The scheme is being structlisarevised with tle enhanced financial norms, stringent monitoring and sharing
pattern between the Government of India and the implementing agermmesNGOSs.

=A =4 =4 =9

Eligibility Criteria:

1 The State Government, Voluntary Institutions, Mahila Mandals with the kepart of servicen the field of
child welfare department and registered under the Societies Registration Act, 1860 or registered as a|Publ
Trust at least for the period for last 2 years are eligible for applying for the financial assistance fromdthe f

Fund sharing:

9 The fund sharing pattern under National Creche Scheme amongst Centre, Statedldm€s&vernmental
Organisations/Voluntary Organisations for all recurring components of the schenthésratio of 60:30:10
for States, 80:10:10 for Ndin Eastern Statesrad Himalayan States and 90:0:10 for UTs

Why the Centre must invest more in the National Creche Scheme?

1 The physical and cognitive development of a child begins in the womb, and 90% of it happens before she
three. Itis in this time griod that goodnutrition is critical.
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Topics: Population and associated issues, poverty and developmental issues, urbanization,
their problems and their remedies.

1. ASPIRATIONAL DISTRICS PROGRAMME

What to study? I o
About Aspirational Districts Programme:

9 For Prelims: About Aspirational DistsicProgramme, key f Launched in January2018, the

performeré. o Wransformation of Aspirational
f For Mains: Significance and the need for such programme Districts?  LINE 3 NI 16 Yofickly
Context DoNERSecretary chairs meeting of Nodal officers and effectively transform some of the
Aspirational districts of North Eastern region. ?O%Srftr‘;”derdevelc’ped districtsof the
Focus of the programme: 7 The broad contours of the programm

areConvergence (of Central & Stat

I To enableoptimum utilization of their potential, this Schemes), Collaborain (of Central,

program focuses closely dnY LINR @Ay 3 LIS 2 (GFGS f8505f Wt NIo
participate fully in the burgeoning economy Health & Collectors), and Competition among
Nutrition, Education, Agriculture & Water Resource districts driven by a Mass Movement o
Financial Inclusion & Skill Development, and Ba a Jan Andolan

Infrastructure areth & LINP IANJ YYSQa O2| 1 WithStates as the main driversthis

program will focus on the strength o

each district, identify lowhangng fruits

1 If these districts aretransformed, there would be for immediate improvement, measurs
tremendousimprovement in  the internal  security progress, and rank districts.
environment of the country

1 If Prabhari officers can bring convergence in the developmemtrtsffof different Ministries and state
Governments and the schemes specially launchgdHbme Ministry in these districtd,would serve as a
great opportunity to ensure rapid development in the country

Significance of the scheme:

(Q) The aspirational districts programme will playey role in bridging the development gap vital to social ahd
political stability. Exaine.

2. INDIA ENTERS 37YEARPERIOD OF DEMOGRARE DIVIDEND

What to study?
1 For prelims and mains: TFR, demographic divider@hning, opportunities and challenges.

Coneext: Since 2014, Y RA | Q dagespdulhatibrypdople between 15 and 64 yearsage)has grown larger
than the dependant population(defined as children aged 14 or below as well as people above 65 years of age).
9 This bulge in the workingge populatioris going to last till 2055, or 37 years from its beginning

Significance:

1 This trarsition happens largely because of a decrease in the total fertility réfé-R, which is the number of
births per woman) after the increase in life expectancy gets stabilised

' Many Asian economies Japan, China, South Koreag SNB | 6 f S déngl dzakSh Ol KRAED A
defined by the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) as the growth potential that results from shifis in
L2 Lddzt F A2y Qa | 3S &0 NHzOG dzNB @

What does thedatals & | 62dzi LYy RAIF Qa ¢ CwK

f ¢KS 3JI2@8SNYYSyidiQa {F YL S wS 3 thad TARIfod Ihdka Weclingd o2 8 v 20173/
after being stable at 2.3 between 2013 and 20IBR indicates the average number of children expected
to be born to a woman duing her reproductive span of 189 years

How does TFR vary between urban and ruaatas?

1 The total fertility rate has more than halved in both urban and rural areas, falling even below the replacegment
level in the former where it is 1.7, down from 4.11@®71. In rural areas, TFR has fallen from 5.4 to 2.4 dufing
the same period. Fowural areas, it varies from 1.6 in Delhi and Tamil Nadu to 3.3 in Bihar. For urban areas

www.insightsonindia.com 14 InsightsIAS



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

the variation is from 1.1 in Himachal Pradesh to 2.4 in Uttar Pradesh and Biltiae. Z2f states, only six have
a TFR of 2 or more in urban areas. There are 10 stdiese TFR is below 2 in rural regions.

How does fertility vary between age groups?

1 The 2529 age is the most fertile, except in Bengal, Chhattisgarh, Andhra Pradesh aachbtdra, where it
peaked between 20 and 24. Only J&K hits the peak after 30.

Why is TFR falling?

91 Higher education, increased mobility, late marriage, financially independent women and overall prosperity
are all contributing to a falling TFR. It goes beln both urban and rural areas, where girls complete
schooling and reducesither as they pass college. Bihar, with the highest TFR of 3.2, had the maximum
percentage of illiterate women at 26.8%, while Kerala, where the literacy rate among womegds, 9&d
among the lowest fertility rates. As more cities come up, people niovbs and employment tenure gets
shorter, TFR may fall further.

What does this mean for policymakers?

1 India has entered a 3year period of demographic dividend, which coubels faster economic growth and

higher productivity.

As such, the governmenerds to engineer its policies to harness the opportunity.

It must also formulate policies to take care of higher medical costs as the population ages and productivit

shrinks.

1 Asmore people live away from their parents, India will also need to have ardatble social security systemn:
that provides pension to the elderly and takes care of their daily needs and medical expenses.

Sources: the Hindu.

1
T

Topics: Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity,
cyclone etc., geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical
features (including water -bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such
changes.

1. ELNINO

What to study?

1 For Prelims and Mains: ENSE) Nino and La Ni@auwses, effects and impacts, global climate change and
ENSO cycle.

Context A weak El Nino prevailing in the Pacific Ocean since the start of this year is beginning to dissipat
the next two months, a fully neutral condition is likely to be restorethim Pacific Ocean, according to the latest
bulletin issued by the Climate Prediction Centre of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration |of the
Us.

What is ENSO?

1 ENSO is nothg butEl Nino Southern OscillatiorAs the name suggests, it isiamegular periodic variation
of wind and sea surface temperaturinat occurs over the tropical eastern Pacific Ocean

1 ENSGffects the tropicqthe regions surrounding the equator) andetbubtropics(the regions adjacent to
or bordering thetropics).

1 Thewarming phase of ENSO is called El Nimbile thecooling phase is known as La Nina

What is El Nino?

[{)

Ov

9 El Nino is &limatic cycle characterised by high air pressure in the Western Raaifid low air pressure in
the eastern

1 Innormal condiions, strong trade winds travel from east to west across the tropical Pagifiashing the
warm surface waters towards the western Pacific. The surface temperature could witness an increase of
degrees Celsius in Asian waters. At the same tioomler waters rise up towards the surface in the easterr
Pacific on the coasts of Ecuador, Peru, and CHilais process called upwelling aids in the development gf a
rich ecosystem.
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What causes EIl Nino?

1 El Nincsets in when there ianomaly in the pattern The wesward-blowing trade winds weaken along the
Equator and due to changes in air pressure, the surface water moves eastwards to the coast of narther
South America. The central and eastern Pacific regi@mwip for over six months and result in an El Nino
condition.

1 The temperature of the water could rise up to 10 degrees Fahrenheit above ndkfaaeher surface waters
increase precipitation and bring aboveormal rainfall in South America, and droughts tadonesia and
Australia

Sources: Indian Express.

2. HOW LIGHTNING STRIKES?

What is lightning, and how does it strike?

1 Itis a veryrapid Tt and massiver discharge of electricity in the atmospheresome of which is directed
G261 NRa GKS 9FNIKQa &d2NFI OSo

1 These discharges amgenerated in gianmoisture-bearing cloudghat are 1612 km tall.

How does it strike?

f The base of these clouds typically lieswithin 1 1Y 2F GKS 9 NI KQ&a H8AdF| O
away.Temperatures towards the top of theselauds are in the range of minus 35 tminus 45 degrees
Celsius

1 As water vapour moves upward in the cloud, faling temperature causes it to condenskleat is
generated in the process, which pushes the molecules of water further up

1 As they move to temgratures below zero degrees celsitig water droplets change into small ice crystals.
They continue to move up, gathering masauntil they are so heavy that they start to fall to Earth.

9 This leads to a system in which, simultaneoustyaller ice crystks are moving up and bigger crystadse
coming down

1 Collisions follow, and trigger the release of electronsa process that is very similar to the generation of
sparks of electricity. As the moving free electrons cause more collisions and more eleatrioais reaction
ensues

1 This proces results in a situation in which thep layer of the cloud gets positively charged, while the
middle layer is negatively charged he electrical potential difference between the two layers is hugef
the order of abillion to 10 billion volts. In verttle time, a massive current, of the order of 100,000 to a
million amperes, starts to flow between the layers

1 An enormous amount of heat is produced, and this leads to the heating of the air column between theé two
layers of the cloudThis heat giveshe air column a reddish appearance during lightning. As the heated air
column expands, it produces shock waves that result in thunder

How does this current reach the Earth from the cloud?

1 While theEarth is a good coruttor of electricity, it iselectrically neutral However, in comparison to the
middle layer of the cloud, it becomes positively charged. As a result, abouRQ%wf the current gets
directed towards the Earth as well. It is this flow of current thaulessin damage to life andrpperty on
Earth.

1 There isa greater probability of lightning striking tall objectsuch as trees, towers or buildings. Once it |is
about 83100 m from the surface, lightning tends to change course towards these taller objeistbappens
becauseair is apoor conductor of electricity and electrons that are travelling through air seek both a better
O2yRdzOU2N) ' yR (KS &AK2NISad NRdziS G2 G4KS NBfIl GAQ

Sources: Indian Express.

www.insightsonindia.com 16 InsightsIAS



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

.~ INSIGHTS

INSIGH TS ONLINE
PRELIMS TEST SERIES - 2020

to
Make you UPSC-Ready!

Prelims Textbook Approach 2020 &
Prelims Subject-Wise Based Approach 2020

Subscribe Now at https:/www.insightsactivlearn.com | www.insightsonindia.com

www.insightsonindia.com InsightslIAS



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

GENERAL STUDES - [l

Topics: Indian Constitution - historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments,
significant provisions and basic structure.

1. ARTICLE 370

What to study?

1 For Prelims: Key features of Article 370 and related facts.
1 For Mains: Arguments ifavour and againsthe removal of Article 370, what is the right move and can an
amendment solve the issue?

Context The government has said thatticle 370, which provides for special status to Jammu and Kashmir, is

a temporary provision in the Constitibn and Article 3%, which givespecial rights to the natives of the state,

was added through a Constitution order issued by the President of India

1 The reply came in response to a questionvdrether the government is going to repeal articles 370 and
35Aand whether repedof these articles in any way violate United Nations regulations or any international
obligation of the country

What is Article 3707

9 Article 3700f the Indian Constitution ik teporary provisiorfwhich grants special autonomous statto
Jammu &ashmir.

 Under Part XX2 ¥ (KS /2yadGAddziazy 2F LYRAIFY ¢KAOK |[RS|
LINE GAAA2Yyaés GKS adGraS 2F WHYYdz 3 YFaKYANI KFa o

1 All the provisions of the Constitution wich areapplicable to other states are not applicable to J&K.

Important provisions under the article:

1 According to this articleexcept for defence, foreign affairs, finance and communications, Parliament needs

GKS adGF 4GS 32 JS Nyof Gppliing all aidRS/ND dINNBY D S¢ Kdza G KS adl

separate set of laws, including those related to citizenship, ownership of property, and fundamental rights,

as compared to other Indians.

Indian citizens from other statesannot purchase land oproperty in Jammu & Kashmir

Under Article 370, th€entre has no power to declare financial emergency under Article B6e state

It can declare emergency in the state only in case of war or external aggression. The Union government c:

therefore notdeclareemergency on grounds of internal disturbance or imminent danger unless it is made at

the request or with the concurrence of the state government.

Under Article 370, théndian Parliament cannot increase or reduce the borders of the state

TheJuridiction of the Parliament of India in relation to Jammu and Kashmir is confined to the matters

enumerated in the Union List, and also the concurrent li¥here is1o State lisfor the State of Jammu and

Kashmir.

1 At the same time, while in relation to thether Sates, the residuary power of legislation belongs to
Parliament, in the case of Jammu and Kashiiné residuary powers belong to the Legislature of the State,
except certain matters to which Parliament has exclusive powsugh as preventing thectvities relating
to cession or secession, or disrupting the sovereignty or integrity of India.

1 The power to make laws related to preventive detention in Jammu and Kashmir belong to the Legislature
of J & Kand not the Indian Parliament. Thus, no preveatdetertion law made in India extends to Jammu
& Kashmir.

1 Part IV (Directive Principles of the State Policy) and Part IVA (Fundamental Dofi¢is¢ Constitution are
not applicablgo J&K.

= =4

=a =9

How should the centre counter the growing unrest in the region?

 Focusom y @S & (i A yhHasthugfureWs Y Q a
f  Absence of aeffective information and communication plak & K2066f SR GKS 32985
respond even when it is on the moral high ground. This must be immediately corrected.
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9 Standard operating proceduiemust require the use of lethal force only when there is an imminent threat
to life and property, force should be used proportionately and not as a punitive measure.

1 What is needed at the moment is the deploymentefnv sociecultural resources, and a newperational
culture to wind down the militancy without alienating more localto could either join or influence their
relatives and friends to join various terrorist organisations.

1 Lethal force should be the last resqrtused only when lives are threateth. Pronptly investigating
allegations of abuses and prosecuting those responsible is key to resolving this mess.

f Externally wideNJ y3Ay 3 LIS O0S dlrf1a 06SG6SSy LYRAILF FyR| t
groups is neededndinternally, peacebuilding on the ground by multiple stakeholders involved |s
necessary.

 Article35ALG fSGa GKS Wsy [S3IAafl GdzNE RSOARS (1 K&K @ LI
resident from buying property in the State and ensures job reservatioitsfoesdents.
Sources: the Hindu.

(Q) Critically comment on the history of Article 370 of the Indian Constitution, its implications and relevance for
the Union of India.

2. ARTICLE 35A AND RELAED ISSUES

What to study?

1 For Prelims: Features of Article 35A
1 ForMains: Controversies and issues associated, is it discriminatory in nature? do we need to scrap |Articl
35A? other alternatives.

Contextty ¢KS !yA2y 12YS aAyAadNRQa 2NRSN) 2F NUzZAKAY 3
followed by a pdte mssive on riot control equipment have amplified apprehensions on the ground about|the
removal of theArticle 35A and Article 370

What is Article 35A?

9 Article 35A is a provision incorporated in the Constitution giving the Jammu and Kashmir Legistattee
blanche to decide who all afermanent resident® 2 F GKS {dF 4GS FyR O2y TSN
privilegesin public sector jobs, acquisition of property in the State, scholarships and other public aid and
welfare.

1 The provision mandatethat no act of the legislature coming under it can be challenged for violating the
Constitution or any other law of the land

How did it come about?

9 Article 35A waincorporated into the Constitution in 1954 by an order of the then PresiddRéjendra
Prasa on the advice of the Jawaharlal Nehru Cabinet.

1 The controversiaConstitution (Application to Jammu and Kashmir) Order of 1954 followed the 1952 Delhi
Agreemententered into between Nehru and the then Prime Minister of Jammu and Kashmir Sheikh
AbdullahwhA OK SEGSYRSR LYRALFLY OAGAT SyakALl G2 GKS w{i

1 The Presidential Order wassued under Article 370 (1) (d) of the Constitutiomhis provision allows the
t NBAARSYG G2 YF1S OSNIIAY GSEGEANRYYF2NY R KE2 RX
ddzo2S0GaQ 2F WFHYYdz YR YIFaKYAN®D

1 So,Article 35A was added to the Constitution as a testimony of the special consideratian Indian
I32BSNYYSyYyid I OO0O2NRSR (2 (GKS WLISNX¥YIySyid NBAaAARSY(A

Critical side of Aticle 35A:

T 126 ! NOIAOES op! A& I3IFAyald GKS aOSNER ALANRG 2F
OAGAT SyasKk

It treatsnon-permanent residents of J&K 853 S ARfYIRE A Q OA G AT Sy a

1 Nonpermanent residents of J&K anet eligible for enployment under the State government and are also
debarred from contesting elections

1 Meritorious students are denied scholarshigsd they cannot even seek redress in any court of law.
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' Further, the issues of refugees who migrated to J&KnduRartition @e still not treated asV{ G I G0 S & dzd
under the J&K Constitution

1 It was inserted unconstitutionally, bypassing Article 3@&hich empowers only Parliament to amend the
Constitution.

1 The laws enacted in pursuance of Article 35Ault vires of the furdamental rights conferred by Part IlI
of the Constitution, especially, and not limited to, Articles 14 (right to equality) and 21 (protection of life)

What needs to be done?

1 This matter requires thactive participation of all stakeholderdlt is necessarto give confidence to the
residents of J&K thaty @ |t G SNIF GA2y Ay adl ddza ljdz2 gAft y2i
prosperity as it will open doors for more investment, resulting in new opportunities

1 Article 35A, which wasicorporated albut six decades ago, now requires a relook, especially given that J&K
is now a welestablished democratic State.

Sources: the Hindu.

Topics: Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and
institutions.

KARNATAKA CRISIS: S& KIHOTO HOLLOHAN OREBR OF 1992 ROLE OF
SPEAKER

What to study?

1 For prelims and mains: Antilefection law implementation, issues, role and powers of speaker, need and
significance.

Context In the arguments in the Supre Court in the case related to thpolitical crisis in Karnataka, advocate
has cited the landmark judgment Kihoto Hollohan vs Zachillhu And Others (1992 which the court
upheldthe sweeping discretion available to the Speaker in deciding casessufudlification of MLAs

What was the Kihoto Hollohan case?

1 The law covering the disqualification of legislators and the powers of the Speaker in deciding such matter
became part of the statute book in 1985 where Tenth Schedule to th€onstitutionwas adopted.

A constitutional challengt® the Tenth Schedule was settled by the apex coultiioto Hollohan

The principal question before the Supreme Court in the casewhasher the powerful role given to the
Speaker violated the doctrine of Basic Structurethe judicial principle that cetain basic features of the
Constitution cannot be altered by amendments by Parliament, laid down in the landmark judgment|in
Kesavanand Bharati vs State Of Kerala (1973)

2 KF§ Aa GKS SEGSYyd 2F GKS {LISH{|SNDAE LR sSNBK

§ Paragraph 6(1) of the Tenth Scheduledd®@NA 6 S& (G KS {LISI {1 SNRE adB&$ LAY
guestion arises as to whether a member of a House has become subject gudidication under this
Schedule, the question shall be referred for the decision of the Chairman or, as the case mahéd
Speaker of such House and his decision shall be drel

)l
)l

What did the Supreme Court rule in Hollohan?
The majority judgement:

1 TheSpeakers/Chairmen hold a pivotal position in the scheme of Parliamentary democracy and are guardiar
of the rights and pvileges of the House. They are expected to and do take far reaching decisions in the
Parliamentary democracy/estiture of power to agudicate questions under the Tenth Schedule in them
should not be considered exceptionahle

T ¢KS { OKSRdzZ S NBsalutdNPadiiirehd2d/td strendthen the fabric of Indian Parliamentary
democracy by curbing unprincipled and unethical political defionsd ¢
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Minority view:

1 Thetenure of the Speaker, who is the authority in the Tenth Schedule to decide this dispstéependent
on the continuous support of the majority in the House and, therefore, he does not satisfy the requirement
of such an indpendent adjudicatory authority

1 An independent adjudicatory machinery for resolving disputes relating to the competdndembers of
GKS 1 2dzaS Aa Sy@aalr3aSR a Fy FGGNRodziS 2F (GKS| R
[the SpeakeR 88 OK2AOS a4 GKS &a2tS INPAGSNI AYy GKS YIHGd

Sources: Indian Expss.

Topics: Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of
various Constitutional Bodies.

1. PRESIDENT APPOINTS GABRNORS

What to study?

1 For Prelims: Constitutional provisions related to the office of governor.
1 ForMains: Significance and issues associated with the office of govdambe merely a rubber stamp,
comparison of powers with thEeresident and frequent removals.

Context By exercising his authority undarticle 1560f the constitution, President Ram Natovind has
appointed new Governors for Chhattisgarh and Andhra Pradesh.

Governors of States in India:

9 Governor ighe nominal head of a state, unlike the Chief Minister who is the real head of a state in India.
1 According to an amendment in the Constitutiof India {th Constitutional Amendment Agt brought about
in 1956,the same person can be the Governor of two or more states

Appointment and removal:

1 The governors and lieutenagiovernors areappointed by the president for a term of 5 years

 Thetery 2F 3J2@BSNYy2NDRa 27FFA Q& béd rmigaddatiidr bydismissaldbp thé\:
president on the advice of the ipne minister of the country, at whose pleasure the governor holds office or
Resignation by the governor. Thus, the term isjscitto pleasure of the president.

9 There imo provision of impeachmentas it happens for the president.

1 Article 157 and Articlel580f the Constitution of India specify eligibility requirements for the post pf
governor.

Powers:

1 Like the President of Inali the Governor of any state in India is vested withtain executive, legislative and
judicial powers

1 He or she also possessestain discretionary or emergency powers

1 But one major difference in the powers enjoyed by the President and those enjoyedebGovernor
is,the Governor does not have any diplomatic or military powers

Some discretionary powers are as follows:

1 Governorcan dissolve the legislative assembfythe chief minister advices him to do following a vote of no
confidence Following which, it is up to the Governor what he/ she would like to do.

1 Governor, on his/ her discretion caecommend the presidentabout the failure of the constitutional

machinery in the state

On his/ her discretion, the Governoan reserve a bill passed by ted G S f SIA & I (G dzNB| T :

If there is no political party with a cleaut majority in the assemblyzoverror on his/ her discretion can

appoint anybody as chief minister

1 Governor determines thamount payable by the Government of Assam gghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram
to an autonomous Tribal District Coun@k royalty accruing from licenses for mineral exatiom.

1 Governor carseek information from the chief minister with regard to the administrative and legislative
matters of the state
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1 Governor has discretioto refuse to sign to an ordinary bill passed by the state legislature.

Problem withconstitutional design:

9 The governor is merely appointed by the president on the advice of the Central government.

1 Unlike the president, a governoods not have a fixed term. He/she holds office at the pleasure of the rujing
party in the centre. Botlthe manner of the appointment and the uncertainty of tenure conspire to make
the incumbent an object of the Central government in politically chargedcumstances

2. FINANCE COMMISSIONFINDIA

What to study?
1 For Prelims and Mains: About-FGles, objectivesfunctions, criteria used and need for reforms.

Context Cabinet approves extension of the term of the Fifteenth Finance Commission up to 30timidoye
20109.

What is the Finance Commission?

1 The Finance Commissiorcanstituted by the Presidentinder article 2800f the Constitution, mainly to give
its recommendations on distribution of tax revenues between the Union and the States and amongst the
States themselves

T ¢62 RAAGAYOUGADS TSI (dzNBa relEssiiigkh® vertigavbalarntes hewed &he | g 2
taxation powers and expenditure responsibilities of the centre and the States respectively and equalizatior
of all public services agss the States.

What are the functions of the Finance Commission?

9 Itis the duty of the Commissidn make recommendations to the President as to:

o the distribution between the Union and the States of the net proceeds of taxes which are to be, orf may
be, dvided between them and the allocation between the States of the respective shares of such
proceeds;

o the principles which should govern the graimsaid of the revenues of the States out of the
Consolidated Fund of India;

o the measures needed to augment tlmnsolidated Fund of a State to supplement the resources of the
Panchayats and Municipalities inet State on the basis of the recommendations made by the Finance
Commission of the State;

0 any other matter referred to the Commission by the President initterests of sound finance.

I The Commission determines its procedure and have such powers in tfegrpance of their functions as

Parliament may by law confer on them.

Who appoints the Finance Commission and what are the qualifications for Members?

1 The Fnance Commission &ppointed by the Presidenunder Article 280 of the ConstitutionAs per the
provisions contained in the Finance Commission [Miscellaneous Provisions] Act, 1951 and The Finan
Commission (Salaries & Allowances) Rules, 1951, then@maof the Commission is selected from amorig
persons who have had experience in public affairs, twedfour other members are selected from among
persons who:

0 are, or have been, or are qualified to be appointed as Judges of a High Court; or
o have specialhowledge of the finances and accounts of Government; or

o have had wide experience fimancial matters and in administration; or

o0 have special knowledge of economics.

The recommendations of the Finance Commission are implemented as under:

1 Those to be implem&ed by an order of the Presiderithe recommendations relating to distribution of
Union Taxes and Duties and Grairtsaid fall in this category.

1 Those to be implemented by executive orders: Other recommendations to be made by the Finance
Commission, asgr its Terms of Reference
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When was the first Commission Constituted and hov Tahle 2: Weight of criteria used by 11% to 14

many @mmissions have been Constituted so far?

Finance Commissions

1 The First Finance Commission was constituted v Criter PP T T TR T

Presidential Order dated 22.11.1951 under tk “Mteria

chalrma.nshlp of .Shrl K.C. Ne'ogy 6th April, | ome Distance 25 500 500

1952. Fifteenth Finance Commissions have be

Constituted so far at intwvals of every five years.  Population 1871 100 250 250 175
Why is there a need for a Finance Commission? Populaticn 2011 100
I The Indian federal §y_§t§m allows for the division Index of Infrastructure 75

power and responsibilities between the centaad

states. Correspondingly, the taxation powers ar Fiscal Discipline s 75 175

also broadly divided betweenhé centre and

states. State legislatures may devolve some 1% Effort 20 73

their taxation powers to local bodies. Fiscal Capacity Discipline A7 5
Formula used for distribution:

Area rTa 100 100 130

T

The share in central taxes is distribdtemong

states based on a formulaPrevious Finance ForestCower 1.3
Commissions have considered ieais factors to
determine the criteria such as the population an
income needs of states, their area an Source: Repoarts of the 1° to 14° Finance Commissions, PRS.
infrastructure, etc. Further, the weightage

assigned to each crit®n has varied with each Finance Commission.

Total 100 100 100 100

The criteria used by the 11th to 14tilance Commissions are:

1 Populationis an indicator of the expenditure needs of a state. Over the years, Finance Commissions hav
used population data of the 1971 Censu#e 14th Finance Commission used the 2011 population data, in
addition to the 1971 d&. The 15th Finance Commission has been mandated to use data from the 2011
Census.

9 Areais used as a criterion as a state with larger area has to incur additional atlatines costs to deliver
services.

1 Income distancés the difference between the pegapita income of a state with the average per capiia
income of all states. States with lower per capita income may be given a higher share to maintain equit
among states.

1 Forest coveindicates that states with large forest covers bear the cost of neirtggarea available for other
economic activities. Therefore, the rationale is that these states may be given a higher share.

Grantsin-Aid:

1 Besides the taxes devolved ttates,another source of transfers from the centre to states is gramaid.

As pe the recommendations of the 14th Finance Commission, grizwdsd constitute 12% of the central
transfers to states. The 14th Finance Commission had recommended gratddas for three purposes: (i)
disaster relief, (ii) local bodies, and (iii) reverdeficit.

Need for permanent status:

1

Finance commissions have over the past several decades adopted different approaches with regard t
principles of tax devolution, grasito be given to states and fiscal consolidation issues. In atbats,there

has to be continuity and change between finance commissions.

There is a need to ensure broad consistency between Finance Commissions so that there is some degree
certainty inthe flow of funds, especially to the states. This has become mame critical in the post GST|
scenario.

If it is given permanent statuthe Commission can function as a leaner entity in the intervening period till
the next Finance Commission is setio@ fulfledged manner. During the intervening period, it casoal
address issues arising from implementation of the recommendations of the finance commission.
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| (Q)Discuss the role that Finance Commission play in improving centre state administraitienss]

Topics: Parliament and State Legislatures 1 structure, functioning, conduct of business,
powers & privileges and issuesarising out of these.

1. LEADER OF OPPOSITION

What to study?

1 For prelims and mains: LeBtatus, roles, significance and whatrds to be done to strengthen the office
of LoP?

Context: Congress seeks Leader of the Opposition post.
Who is the Leader of Opposition?

1 The LOP irader of the largest party that has not less than otenth of the total strength of the hous.
1 Iltisastatutory post defined in the Salaries arfdlowances of Leaders of Opposition in Parliament Act, 19[77.

Significance of the office:

T [2t A& NBFSNNBR (G2 a GKS WakKlFIR2g¢g t NARYS aAyAralds

1 She/he is expected to be ready to take over if the government falls.

f The loP £ &2 LXlF&&a |y AYLRNIIYd NRES Ay ONARy3IAYyHd
functioning in policy and legislative work.

1 LoP plays a crucial role in bringing bipartisanship and neutrality to the appointments in institutions of
accountabiliy and transparency CVC, CBI, CIC, Lokpal etc.

What reforms are needed?

1 There arises a problem when no party in opposition secures 55 or more seats. In such situations, th
numerically largest party in the opposition should have the right to have a leadegnised as leader of the
opposition by the speaker.

f .SaARSaz GKS wmm: T2 N)dz |the damry and @lowantes af \eddarsiofl ppositions A |

in Parliament Act, 197@ ¢ KA OK 2yf & aleéa GKIGO GKS post. NBSald LI
Sources: the Hindu.

2. WHAT IS A PRIVILEGBVOTION?

What to study?
1 For Prelims and Mains: All about Privilege motion and privilege committee.

Context Trinamool MP Mahua Moitra hasoved a breach of privilege motiom the Lok Sabha againspavate
Hindi news channel and its Editor for reporting that her first speech in Parliament was plagiarised.

What is a privilege motion?

1 Parliamentary privileges aeertainrights and immunities enjoyed by members of Parliament, individually
and collectiely, sotd KI & GKS& Oly aSTFSOOA@PSte RAAOKIFINBS
immunities are disregarded, the offence is calledbreach of privilegandis punishable under law of
Parliament.

Who can move it? How?

1 A notice is moved in the fo of amotion byany member of either House against those being held guilty
of breach of privilegeEach House also claims the right to punish as contempt actions which, while not breact
of any specific privilege, are offences against its authority agaitsi

What are the rules governing privilege?

1 Rule No 222 in Chapter 20 of thek Sabha Rule Bo@nd correspondingly Rule 187 in Chapter 16 of
the Rajya Sabha ruleboogoverns privilege. It says thatmember may, withthe consent of the Speaker or
the Chairpeson, raise a question involving a breach of privilege either of a member or of the House or of
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a committee thereof The rules howevenandate thatany notice should be relating to an incident of recent
occurrence and should need the intervention tdfe House. Notices have to be given before 10 am to the
Speaker or the Chairperson.

What is the role of the Speaker/Rajya Sabha Chair?

1 The Speaker/RS chairpersottis first level of scrutiny of a privilege motionThe Speaker/Chair can decideg
on the privilege notion himself or herself or refeit to the privileges committee of Parliamentlf the
Speaker/Chair gives consent under Rule 222, the member concerned is given an opportunity to make a shc
statement.

What is the privileges committee?

1 In the lok Sabha the Speaker nominates a committee of privileges consisting of 15 members as per
respective party strengths. A report is then presented to the House for its consideration. The Speaker ma
permit a halfhour debate while considering the report. TBpeaker mathen pass final orders or direct that
the report be tabled before the House.

1 Aresolution may then be moved relating to the breach of privilege that has to be unanimously paghed.
Rajya Sabhathe deputy chairperson heads the committelpoivileges, that consists of 10 members.

Sources: the Hindu.

3. INTER-STATE RIVER WAER DISPUTES (AMENDMNT) BILL

What to study?
1 For prelims and mains: Key features, need for and significance of the bill.

Context Cabinet approvekter-State RiveMWater disputes Amendment) Bill, 2019
1 The Bill seeks tamend the Inter State River Water Disputes Act, 198ith a view to streamline the
adjudication of intefstate river water disputes and make the present institutional architecture robust.

Features othe bill:

9 Dispues Resolution CommitteeThe Bill requires theentral government to set u@ Disputes Resolution

Committee (DRG)for resolving any intestate water dispute amicablythe DRC will get a period of ong

year, extendable by six monthgo stbmit its reportto the central government.

Members of DRQvWlembers of the DRC will be from relevant fields, as deemed fit by the central government.

Tribunat The Bill proposes to set up an Infetate River Water Disputes Tribunal, for adjudication ofewat

disputes, ifa dispute is not resolved through the DRIis tribunal can have multiple benchédl. existing

tribunals will be dissolved and the water disputes pending adjudication before such existing tribunals will

be transferred to this newly formd tribunal.

1 Compsition of the Tribunal:The tribunal shall consist of a Chairperson, \Gbairperson, and not more
than six nominated members (judges of the Supreme Court or of a High Court), hominated by the| Chie
Justice of India.

Drawbacks of intersaite Water Dispué Act, 1956:

= =

1 The Inter State Water Dispute Act, 1956 which provides the legal framework to address such disffates
from many drawbacks as it does not fix any time limit for resolving river water disputes

1 Delays are on account of nanbe limit for adjudication by a Tribunalno upper age limit for the Chairman
or the Members, work getting stalled due to occurrence of any vacancy and no time limit for publishing the
report of the Tribunal.

1 The River Boards Act 1956@vhich is supposed téacilitate inter-state collaboration over water resource
RSOSt2LIYSyids NBYFAYSR I WRSIFIR tSGG4SND aiaAyOoS Aba

1 Surface water is controlled Wyentral Water Commission (CWC) and ground water by Central Ground
Water Board of India (CGWBBothbodies work independengland there is no common forum for common
discussion with state governments on water management.
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4. WHIP

2
What to study* What is it?

9 For prelims and mains: Whimeaning, need, misuse and th

A whip in parliamentary parlance as
need for reforms. 1l pinp y p

written order that party members be
How is it used? present for an important vote, othat
they vote only in a particular way.

{1 Inindiaall parties can issue a whip tilneir members Parties | ¢ The term is derived from the old Britis

appoint asenior member from among their Housd LINI OB QS LIBRIFYE AYyE
contingents to issue whips this member is called a Chie follow the party line.
Whip, and he/she is assisted by additional Whips.

Kinds of Whips:

1 Aoneline whip, underined once, is usually issued to infoparty members of a vote, and allows them to
abstain in case they decide not to follow the party line.

Atwo-line whip directs them to be present during the vote.

Athree-line whipis the strongest, employed on importaoccasions such as the second regdafi a Bill or
a no-confidence motion, and places an obligation on members to toe the party line.

T
1

Defiance of Whip:

f InIndia, rebelling againstathrdeA y S g KA LJ OFy Ldzi F tF gYIl 1 SNKx@ YS»
defection law allows the Spea€hairperson to disqualify such a member; the only exception is when more
than a third of legislators vote against a directive, effectively splitting the party.

Importance of whips in our political system:

1 Inthe parlamentary form of Government, Whips wdirious political parties are the vital links of the internal
organization of parties, inside the legislatures. The efficient and smooth functioning of Parliament and| State
Legislatures depends, to a considerable aktepon the office of the Whiplrhe Whips can be rightly said to
be the managers of the parties within the legislatures.

Sources: Indian Express.

5. PARLIAMENTARY STANDNG COMMITTEES

What to study?
1 For prelims and mains: Parliamentary standioghmittees roles, need, functions and significan

Context Eleven of the 22 Bills introduced in the ongoing session of Parliament have been passed, which makes
a highly productive session after many years. But these Bills have been passrd scrutiny byparliamentary
standing committeestheir purpose being to enable detailed consideration of a piece of legislation.

2 KIdQa GKS AaadzsSK
1 After the formation of the 17th Lok Sabha, parliamentary standing committees have not been consagutzd

consultations among parties are still under way. Parlyaaresult of this, the Bills were passed without
committee scrutiny. They were discussed in Parliament over durations ranging between two and five hours

Why have parliamentary committees?

 ParliaZr Syd A& GKS SY02RAYSyl 27 aninktdSmen®tPadia®entior igs bvint| ®

effective functioning

Committees arglatforms for threadbare discussion on a proposed law

Thesmaller cohort of lawmakersassembled on the basis of tpeoportional strength of individual parties

and interests ad expertise of individual lawmakers, could have more open, intensive and tHettemed

discussions.

T /2YYAGGSS YOHSNMNGFTARA2NED W YR Y8 Y6 S NE whicNBlows!er the 2 dzy
latitude for a more meaningful exchange of viewsagminst discussions in full and open Houses where
grandstanding and party positions invariably take precedence.

)l
)l
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1

Members of Parliament may have great acumen but they woedgiire the assistance aéxperts in dealing

with such situations It is through comiittees that such expertise is drawn into lawmaking.

Executive accountability to the legislature is enforced through questions in Parliament also, which are
answered by ministers. However, depagmnt standing committees go one step further and hear fromice
officials of the government in a closed settiatjowing for more detailed discussions

This mechanism also enables parliamentariangriderstand the executive processes closely

What arethe types of committees?

f azaild O02YYARlilyRahgiEegBendd is uninterrupted and usually reconstituted on an annual
ol aAaT &2YSAni®d fosed for a specific purpose, for instance, to deliberate on a particular
bill. Once theBill is disposed of, that select committee ceases to e8stnestanding committeesare
departmentally related.

T CAYLFEYOAlLt O2y{iNBf A& I ONRGAOLFE G2 didancd dmditteesadd A |
considered to be particulariyowerful. The three financial committees arthe Public Aaounts Committee,
the Estimates Committee and the Committee on Public Undertakings.

Powers:

1 Parliamentary committees draw their authority froArticle 105 (on privileges of Parliamentembers) and |
I NIAOES mmy 62y t I NI ALY S yulatdgits prazdére add cordluctibPbusiiesy) S

Significance:

T Committee reports are usually exhaustive and provide authentic information on matters related to

governance. Bills thatra referred to committees are returned to the House with significant eaddition.
Parliament is not bound by the recommendations of committees.

What these committees do?

)l
)l

)l
)l
)l

{dzLILI2 NI t F NX AFYSyGdQa g2N)] @

Examine ministerial budgets, consider Demands for Graanalyse legislation and scrutinise the
I320SNYYSyiQa 62Nl Ay3ITo

Examine Bs referred to by the Chairman, Rajya Sabha or the Speaker, Lok Sabha.

Consideration of Annual Reports.

Consideration of national basic long tepolicy documents presented to the House and referred to the
Committee by the Chairman, Rajya Sabha or theakgr, Lok Sabha.

Advantages of having such committees:

1

=4 =4 =8 =8 -8 -8 -8 9

The deliberations and scrutiny by committees ensure that Parliament is able to fulfildot®eonstitutional
obligations in a politically charged environment.

They also help in obtaining publicefdback and building political consensus on contentious issues.
They help develop expertise in subjects, and enable consultation with indepengeiteand stakeholders.
The committees perform their functions without the cloud of political positioning @mllist opinion.
These committees allow the views of diverse stakeholders.

They function through the year.

They also offer an opportunity for dated scrutiny of bills being piloted by the government.

They increase the efficiency and expertise of Paudiat.

Their reports allow for informed debate in Parliament.

How can these committees be made more effective?

1

1

1

t I NI AFYSYyGl NE O2 yicdtel Subjétiise ReRegr€hisuppolt &v&ilabke. The knowledge gap
is partially bridged by expert testimorfigom government and other stakeholders. Their work could be made
more effective if the committees hafdll-time, sectorspecific research staff

The national commission to review the working of the Constitution has recommended that in order to
strengthen he committee systenresearch support should be made available to them

| dZNNBy Gt ez G(GKS NMz S&a 2F t I NI A ItySpadiaméngay oinmited fprdzi N
scrutiny. While this allows the government greater flexibility and thetgtidi speed up legislative business,
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it comes at the cost of ineffective scrutiny by the highest-taaking bodyMandatory scrutiny of all bills
by parliamentary committees would ensure better planning of legislative business
Sources: the Hindu.

6. WHAT IS A FLOOR TEST ORRUST VOTE?

1 Afloor test isa constitutional mechanismit isused to determine if the incumbent government enjoys the
support of the legislature

How it takes place?

f ¢KAA @20GAy3 LINROS&aa KI LIWLISY A Mok Sakhd at thé deritrdl 2vel. [ S 3IA &

9 Technically, the chief minister of a state is appointed by the Governor. The appointed chief ministgr usua
0St2y3a G2 GKS aAiay3atsS tFNHSald LI NIeé magiNhuinbesis tie? |
total number of seats required to form a government, or stay in powdtris the hakway mark, plus ondn
case of a tie, the Speaker casts theciding voe

T 126SPGSNE G GAYSaz I 32 3S NJheJeddérdtithe Yartg akdng dajordy| y
has to move a vote of confidence

1 If some MLAs remain absent or abstain from voting,rtiggority is counted on the basis of thosgresent

and voting This effectively reduces the strength of the House and in turn brings down the majaniky

The votingprocess can happen orally, with electronic gadgets or a ballot process

TheGovernor can also ask the Chief Minister to prove hisher majority in the Houséf the stability of the

government comes into question.

=a =

Composite floor test:

1 While there is anther test, Composite floor test, which mecessitated when more than one person stake
the claim to form the government and the majay is not clear

1 Governor may call a special session to assghs has the majority. The majority is counted based on ¢hos
present and voting and this can be done through voice vote also.

Topics: Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges
pertaining to the federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and
challengestherein.

1. SUTLEJ YAMUNA LINKSYL) CANAL

What to study?

91 For prelims: Geographical location of SYL canahasdciated rivers.
9 For mains: Dispute over the construction of this canal, concerns and what needs to be done?

Context The recent Suprem€ourt order asking Punjab, Haryana and Centre to sor6dlit issuamicably, has
brought to centre stage the conteiaius issue of sharing of waters between the two states.

What is the Sutlej Yamuna Link (SYL) Canal, and the controversy over it?

1 Thecreation of Haryana from the old (undivided) Punjab in 19&Gew up the problem of giving Haryana
its share of river wates. Punjab was opposed to sharing waters of the Ravi and Beas with Haryeitiag
riparian principles, and arguing that it had no watesfzare.

1 However, Centre, in 1976, issued a notificatatlocating to Haryana 3.5 million acre feet (MAF) out of
undidA RSR tdzyal oQa 1dH a! C

1 The Eradi Tribunateaded by Supreme Court Judge V Balakrishna Eradi was set up to reassess availabill
and sharig of water. The Tribunal, in 198commended an increase in the shares of Punjab and
Haryanato 5 MAF and 3.83 MAFespectively.

9 To enable Haryana to use its share of the waters of the Sutlej and its tributaryaBesamsl linking the Sutlej
with the Yamuna cutting across the state, was planned.

1 Atripartite agreement was also negotiated between Punjab, Haryana, &®jasthann this regard.
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1 However, following the protests in Punjab, the Punjab Assembly pddsdPunjab Termination of
Agreements Act2004 terminating its watersharing agreements, and thus jeopardising the construction| of
SYL in Punjab.

Whyisl I NBEF y I Qa Of I A YK

1 Haryana has been staking claim on R@aas waters through SYL canal on the plea that providing water| for
irrigation was a touly task for the state. In southern parts, where the underground water had depleted up
to 1700 feet, there was arpblem of drinking water.

1 Haryana has been invoking its contribution to the central food bowl and lamenting that justice had peen
denied to thestate by not providing it its rightful share in the water as assessed by a tribunal.

Sources: the hindu.

2. RENAMING OF STATES

What to study?
9 For Prelims and Mains: Procedure to change the name of states in India.

Context Over the years, several demandavk been made, for reasons that could be either political or
administrative, to change the name of West Bahg

1 A request in 2018 was rejected by the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) in November 2018 due to the
AAYAEINRAGE 0S0G6SSy ¢ab yItl ¢ YR a.Fy3aflRSaK
Rationale behind renaming:

1 The state government first proposed the renaming in 2016. West Bengal arguethd change
sayingbureaucrats and politicians from the state often complain that they are asked to speak at the end
of every nationallevel meetnginDelhp ¢ KA & 6+ & 0SOFdzAS GKS &LISI | SNE
according taalphabetical oraer of the states they representlf West Bengal gets the new name, it will
leapfrog from bottom of the list to the top of the pecking order.

1 The reraming will help the state appear at tlieurth spot after Arunachal Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh and
Assamin the alphabetic order of the states.

The procedure of renaming of the state can be initiated by either the Parliament or the State Legislator and|the
procedure is as follows:

1 The renaming of a stateequires Parliamentary approval under Article 3 and#fithe Constitution.

1 Abill for renaming a state may be introduced in the Parliament on the recommendation of the President

91 Before the introduction of thebill, the President shall send the bill to the respective state assenibly
expressing their views withia stipulated timeThe views of the state assembly are not bindinggither on
the President nor on the Parliament.

1 On the expiry of the period, thkill will be sent to the Parliament for deliberatiofihe bill in order to take
the force of a law must b@assed by a simple majority

1 The bill issent for approval to the PresidentAfter the approval of the said bill, the bill becomes a law and
the nane of the state stands modified.

Initiation by a State:

1 If any fresh proposal comes from states to tHeme Ministry, it will prepare a note for the Union Cabinet
for an amendment to the Schedule 1 of the Constitution. Thereafter, a Constitution Amendiient|Be
introduced in Parliament, which has to approve it with a simple majority, before thed@regjives his assent
to it.

Sources: the hindu.
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Topics: Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies.
1. HUMAN RIGHTS COURTS

What to study?

1 For prelims and mains: human rights coursovision with regards to itestablishment, composition,
objectives and why there is delay in setting up of such courts?

Context TheSupreme Courthas sought a response from the Central government, the Statelsthe Union
Territories on the prolonged delay for over a quarter afemturyto establish exclusive human rights courts in
each district and appointing special public prosecutors in them

2 Kl §Qa GUKS AaadsSK
1 TheHuman Rights Adbad called for theestallishment of special courts in each district to conduct speedy
trial of offences arising out of violation and abuse of human rights

Establishment:

1 Section 30 of the Actnvisages that a State government, with the concurrence of the Chief Justice of [High
Caurt, by notification, specify for each district a court of session asuat @@ human rights for the speedy
trial of violation of rights. WhereaSection 31of the Act provides the State government to specify and
appoint a special public prosecutor in thaurt.

Need:

1 To uphold and protect the basic and fundamental rights arf individualit is an indispensable obligation
upon the Statdo provide affordable, effective and speedy trialf offences related to violation of human
rights which can only be hieved by setting up special courts in each district as provided undekdhe

Background:

1 From 2001 to 2010, the National Human Rights Commission (NiHG)ded that 14,231 i.e. 4.33 persons
died in police and judicial custody in the country. This mhetul,504 deaths in police custody and 12,727
deaths in judicial custodydm 200%2002 to 20092010, and a large majority of these deaths being a direct
conseguence of torture in custody, the petition said.

1 India Human Rights Report 201Brew light on vaious rights violations such as police brutality, torture and
excess cusidial and encounters deaths, horrible conditions in prisons and detention centres, arbitrary
arrests and unlawful detention, denial of fair public trial.

Sources: the Hindu.

2. FOREIGNERS TRIBUNALS

What to study?
9 For prelims andnains:Foreigners Tribunaleed, compositionfFunctions and significance.

Context According to Assam government data presented in an affidavit to the Supreme Court and in the Assemb
0KA& &SI NEbutp hNaBehdaclarsdNIEDR) 764 dedsons foreigrbetween 1985 and August 2018.

| 26 R2 C2NBAIYSNRQ C¢NRGdzyl fa 62N]K

f ¢KS C2 NBA 3 yiSIRGedsting Bdd a0dzghdre tdibe functional by Septemberdre quaskudicial
bodiesY S y i (2 & F dzkd duaskon asltdiwyistherya petson is ondt a foreigner within the
meaning ofForeigners Act, 1946 ®

In 1964, the Centre passed tlie2 NS A Iy SNRAQ O0¢NAROdzyl £ a0 hNRSNJ dzy RS
The FTs getvo kinds of casesthose againsg K2Y | GNBFSNByYy OS¢ Klicd andtBSe/| Y
whose names in the electoral rolls have a D (Doubtful) against them.

= =
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P YRSNI 6KEG LINREGAAAZY R2 C2NBAIYSNEQ ¢NRodzyl & LI &

f Section 9 of the Foreigners Aatl @ & { K I (i pravindtBat s2ofi geisondsthot a foreigneris not a
foreigner of such particular class or description, as the case may be, shall, not withstanding anythini
O2y il AYSR Ay (GKS LYRAFY 9@ARSYyOS ! Otz mytHx fAS

9 Thusthe accused has to pr@ he or she is an IndiarSince the onus isnothe person, if he or she is
F6a0O2yRAY3 | YR R2 Sribyhal, lihe mdribi$ tahpags Grifek pale ofdét S

Can an accused contest an ex parte order?

f The said ordemay be reviewed by the Foreignels ¢ NA o dzy I f A F & dzZFFA QeSS
proceedeefor his absence or for having no knowledge about the cases, within the absence or for having nc
knowledge about such order.

What happens if an exparterder does not come up for review, or a rewiefails?

1 If police can track the person after the order, he or she will be arrested and put into a detention camp. If not,
0KS LISNE2Y ¢gAff 0S Iy WdzyiNI} OSR T2 NghXauf &tiehtha l v
Supreme Court against amder by the FT.

Sources: Indian Express.

3. ENVIRONMENT POLLUTI® (PREVENTION AND CNTROL) AUTHORITY
(EPCA)

What to study?

1 For Prelims and Mains: ER@Ajectives, composition and significance.

Context: To reduce air pollution in Delhi, the Environmemil&tion (Prevention and Control) Authority (EPCA)
KFIa NBIdzSaiSR GKS {dzLINBYS [/ 2dz2NIi G2 AYyGSNBSYyS Ay
city.

About Environment PollutiorControl Authority (EPCA):

f EPCA was constituted with the ebfive of #INR 6§ SOGAY 3 YR AYLNRGAYIQ GKS
WO2YyUNRBEfAYy3a Sy @i Nsfiahdl PapikakRedida f  dzi A 2 y

1 The EPCAlso assists the apex court in varioesvironmentrelated matters in the region

1 EPCA iSupreme Court randated bodytasked with taking various measures to tackle air pollution in the
National Capital Region. It wastified in 1998 by Environment Ministry under Environment Protection
Act, 198.

Composition:

1 Besides the chairman, the EPCA has 14 memberse sdrwvhom are the environment secretary of the
National Capital Territory of Delhi (NCT), chairperson of the New Delhi Municipal Council, transpor
commissioner of the NCT, the commissior&rsarious municipal corporations of Delhi and professors at|lIT
Delhi and Jawaharlal Nehru University.

Functions:

9 To protect and improve quality of environment and prevent and control environmental pollution in National
Capital Region.

1 To enforce GradeResponse Action Plan (GRAP) in NCR as per the pollution levels.

Saurces: the Hindu.

4.3%") 1. $ )AMY3 ! 54/ ./

1 Context As part of théFinance Bilintroduced in Parliament, the Centre had proposedendments to the
Securities and Exchange Board of India, 40920 K & ¢ SNBE aSSy Fa FFFFSOGAyYS:3

Whai Qa G KS A&aadzsSK
1 The amendments required thatfter 25% of its surplus cash in any year is transferred to its reserve fund,
SEBWill have to transfer the remaining 75% to the government
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T tgla FStG GKFG GKS / SyiaNBQa Rdl@ifed ksaytondny. Theddorg, | 2 ¢
SEBI asked the centre to reconsider its decision.

1 But, the government has rejected the plea, thus paving the way for further conflict.

Analysis:

 PrimaFl OAS> (GKSNX asSSvya (2 0SS @ @ddibiontoxanfiscat® fumds fiork the/ | f
chief markets regulator.

9 For oneijt is highly unlikely that the quantum of funds that the government is likely to receive fr&@&BI
willmakeYdzOK 2F | RAFTFSNBYyOS G2 GKS 3IF2@8SNYyYSyiliQa |20

1 In fad, the amendment seefto increasecontrol over the regulator rather than by financial

considerations This is particularly so given that thecent amendments require SEBI to seegrapal from
the government to go ahead with its capital expenditptans.

Concerns:

T ! NB3dzZA F G2NE | 3SyOe GKIF{G Aran its dinandiak &nd Adnm@iStidtver S y
operationscannot be expected to be independent

1 The lack of financial automy canaffect{ 9. L Q& LJ I ya (2 A YLINE O ineHirfy |Ij d:

in new technologies and other requirements to upgrade market infrastructure.
 Thiscanaffectth&€ S f (i K ®#na&ncial iidRketsin®& long run.

What needs to be done?

1 Regulatory agencies such as SEBI need to be given full powers over fie¢sr@sd be made accountable to
Parliament. Stripping them of their powers by subsuming them under the wings of the government will affect
their credibility.

5. NATIONAL DATA QUALITY FORUM (NDQF)

What to study?

1 For prelims: NDQFeatures, need and launckeby?
9 For mains: The need for data management, challenges present and measures to address them.

Contextt LYRALIY [/ 2dzy OAf 2 FNatioBaRIAstiutef for MefidaSItabslick (ICHHRIIMS)VinD Q &
partnership with Population Council, has launcliee National Data Quality Forum (NDQF).

Aims:

1 The NDQF aims at establishing protocols and good practices when dealing with data collection, storage, u
and disseminatiothat can be applied to health and demographic data, as well as replicated acrosties
and sectors.

1 The NDQF aims to do brainstorming, piloting and employ advanced modeling techniques in artificia
intelligence (Al), machine learning and big data wied along with using technologpased solutions to
improve data quality.

Roles andunctions:

1 NDQF wilintegrate learnings from scientific and evidend®ased initiatives and guide actions through
periodic workshops and conferences

9 It will fetch qualitydata in upcoming health studies and surveys sucNa®nal Family Health Survey
(NFHS)

Benefits and significance:

1 lts activities will help establish protocols and good practices of data collection, storage, use and dissem|natio
that can be applied thealth and demographic data, as well as replicated across industries and sects not
a release issued by ICMR.

Need:

9 Data on health and demographics in India is plagued by incomplete information, overestimation, and under
and overreporting that lead tchindrance in policy planning.
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Challenges present:

1 lack of comparability and poor ability of national level data sources.

9 discordance between system and survey level estimates.

1 increased questionnaire length and questions on socially restrmtadersation topics that translate to poor
data quality.

9 agereporting errors or norresponseand intentional skipping of questions.

1 underreporting due to subjective question interpretation and incompleteness.

1 paucity of data to generate reliable estimat@s mortality as major barriers to quality data.

Sources: the Hindu.

6. CENTRAL WAKF COUNCIL

What to study?

1 For Prelims and Mains: Objectives, composition, functions and significance of the Central Wakf Coun
Context A national conference @entral Waqgf Council (CW@s recently held.

What is it?

1 Central Wakf Council &statutory bodyestablished in 1964y the Government of India und&vakf Act,
1954 (now a sub section the Wakf Act, 1995)

1 It has been establishefr the purpose ofadvising Centre on matters pertaining to working of the State

Wakf Boards and proper administration of the V#s in the coutry.
1 It isa permanent dedication of movable or immovable properties for religious, pious or charitab
purposes as recognized by Muslim Law, given by philanthropists

Composition and appointments:

1 The Council is headed by a Chairperson, whtheUnion Minister in charge of Wakfand there are
maximum 20 other membersppointed by Government of India as stipulated in the Wakf Act.

Topics: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues
arising out of their design and implementation.

1. ONE NATIONONE RATION CARD

What to study?

9 For prelims: key features of the proposed scheme, PDS.
1 For mains: Need for, significance of the scheme and challenges in its implementation.

Context Government all set tanplemerii Orte nationone rationcard & OKSYS (G KNR dzAK2 d
2020.

About the scheme:

1 One Nation One Ration Card (RC) will ensllrieeneficiaries especially migrants can access PDS across
nation from any PDS shop of their own choice

1 Benefits: no poor person is deprived of getting subsidised foodgrains under the food security scheme
they shift from one place to another. It also aims to removedhance of anyone holding more than one
ration cardto avail benefits from different stes.

1 Sonificance This will provide freedom to the beneficiaries as they will not be tied to any one PDS sho
reduce their dependence on shop owners and curtail instances of corruption.

Challenges:
f Prone to corruption:Every state has its own rulésr Pubh O 5 A AGNRA o6 dziA2Yy {&aids
wkdAz2y [/ FNRQ A& AYLXSYSY(iSRZ AlG oAttt TFdzZNIKSN

System.
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1 The scheme wilhcrease the woes of the common man and, the middlemen and corrufSPshop
ownerswill exploit them.

9 Tamil Nadu has opposed the proposal of the Centre, saying it would result in undesirable consequences al
isagainst federalism

2. JAL SHAKTI ABHIYAN

What to study?

9 For prelims and mains: features, need for and signifieanf the campaign.
Context Jal Shakti Abhiyafor Water Conservation Launched.

Key facts:

f It is a timebound,missionmode campaigri K & ¢2dzf R T2 Oddai NBya aBRg po|f &
districts.

1 The campaign will ruthrough citizenparticipation during themonsoon season, from 1st July, 2019 to 15th
September, 2019.

T ¢KS mMIpdu o0f 201 a0 MBRESYSIRET AFSAR LISINJ aligk- ST SNS Y NI £ D NP
313 critical blocks, 1,066dd overexploited blocks and 94ldicks with least water \ailability (for states
without water-stressed blocks).

9 Jal Shakti Abhiyan iscallaborative effort of various Ministrieof the Government of India and State
Governments, being coordinated by the Department of Drinking Water anidaion.

1 Under the carpaign, teams of officers from the central government will visit and work with district
administration in water stressellocks, to ensuréive important water conservation interventions

1 These will benvater conservation and rainwateharvesting, renovatiorof traditional and other water
bodies/tanksyeuse, bore well recharge structures, watershed developnagt intensive afforestation.

9 Other measuresThese water conservation efforts will also be supplemented with special inttoves
including the deelopment of Block and District Water Conservation Plans, promotion of efficient water|use
for irrigation and better choice of crops through Krishi Vigyan Kendras.

1 A largescalecommunications campaighas also been planned alongsidbe JSA involving mass
mobilisation of different groups including school students, college students, swachhagrahis, Self Hel
Groups, Panchayati Raj Institution members, youth groups (NSS/NYKS/NCC), defence personnel,
servicemen and pensioners, amorayious others.

3. REGISTER OF INDIGENOUS INABITANTS OF NAGALANDRRIIN)

What to study?

1 For prelims: RIiNkey features, aims and objectives.
1 For mains: need, challenges and significance.

Context Nagaland government has decided to set upesister ofindigenous Inhabitants of Ngaland

RINAGK GKS FAY 2F LINBGSyYyidAy3a FI 1S AyYyRAISy2dza AYyKI

Key features:

1 The RIIN will be themaster list of all indigenous inhabitants of the state

f ¢KS wLLb f A& @nektanbifeswv8y @b aSR 2y a

1 It will involve official records of indigenous residents from rural and (urban) warasd would be prepared
under the supervision of the district administration.

1 Thisprovisional list will then be published in all villages, warded on government websiteby September
11, 20109.

What will the unique identity look like?

1 Allindigenous inhabitantf the state would be issuedk@arcodedandnumbered Indigenous Inhabitant
Certificate
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What is an ILP?

1 The process will be conducted across Nagaland andevillone as part of the onling/stem oflnner Line
Permit (ILP)which is already in force in Nagaland.

91 Inner Line Permit (ILR}an official travel document required by Indian citizens residing outside certaijn
GLINRGSOGSRE &G G SshelldPKsastieS by$hg Gavendmyrdl IndiskaSdYis obligatory for
all those who reside outside the protected states. With the |ltRe government aims to regulate movement
to certain areas located near the international border of India.

Origin of ILP:

f L[t Qa 2 NA 3 ihgBeRgaEa§ein Foohti€r Reglldétions, 18Y3 g KA OK LINRP 1 SOG SR
interest in tea, oil and elephant trade.

Ld LINPBtiisbsulijeStR 8 NJ LYRAIFIya FTNRY SyGSNAy3a Ayidz2 GKS
After Independenced Y mMopnI GKS ¢ 2WwRrepaceNBitizessrof Iriidnid2hs Odusiof

the ban on free movement was explained as atbigrotect tribal cultures in northeastern India

1 Currently, thelnner Line Permit is operational in Arunachal Pradestizoram and Nagaland

9 It can be issud for travel purposes solely

1
T

How will be the process be monitored?

1 The entire exercise will be monitored by tB®mmissioner of Nagalandn addition, the state government
will designatenodal officers of the rank o& Secretary to the state governmentheir role will be to monitor
the implementation. However, they will have no say in the adjudication process.

How will the RIIN be updated?

1 Once the RIIN is finalisealh fresh indigenous inhabitant certificates will bsssued except to newborn
babies bornto the indigenous inhabitants of Nagaland
Sources: Indian Express.

4. NORTH EAST VENTUREUND (NEVF)

What to study?
1 For prelims and mains: Objectives, funding and significance of NEVF.
About North East Venturé&und (NEVF):

1 Set up byNorth Eastern Developmnt Finance Corporation Limited (NEDIfi)association with Ministry of
Development of North Eastern Region-poNER).

1 ltis thefirst dedicated venture capital fund for the North Eastern Region.

1 Objective to contribute to the entrepreneurship developmerdf the NER and achieve attractive risk
adjusted returns through long term capital appreciation by way of investments in privately negotiated
equity/ equity related investments.

1 Theinvestment under this schemeranges from Rs. 25 lakh to Rs.10 crore penture, which is long term
in nature with investment horizon of-8 years.

5. CENTRAL EDUCATIONALINSTITUTIONS (RESERV 4 ) / . ) . 4 %! ;
CADRE) BILL, 2019

f Context Parliament passes th@entral Educational Insfidzi A 2 ya o0 wSa SN A 22019y
Key features:

1 The Bill provides fareservation of teaching positions in central educational institutions for persons
belonging to:(i) Scheduled Castes, (ii) Scheduled Tribes, (iii) socialgdadtionally backward classes, and
(iv) economicayl weaker sections.

1 Reservation of postsThe Bill provides for reservation of posts in direct recruitment of teachers (out of the
sanctioned strength) in central educational institutionSor the purposeof such reservation, a central
educational instituion will be regarded as one uniThis implies that the allocation of teaching posts for
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reserved categories would be done on the basis of all positions of the same level (such as assistant profess
aaoss departments.

f Coverage and exceptionghe Billg A £ £ | LILX & (2 WOSY(dIN}ft SRdzOFGA2Y!I
set up by Acts of Parliament, institutions deemed to be a university, institutions of national importance, and
institutions re@iving aid from the central government.

i However, itexcludes certain institution®f excellence, research institutions, and institutions of national and
strategic importance which have been specified in the Schedule to the Bill. It also exninddsy education
institutions.

6. SECTION 375 OF THERC

What to study?

1 For prelims: about POCSO, Section 375.
9 For mains: need for gender neutrality, associated concerns, challenges and measures needed.

Context5 STSY RA Yy 3 LspeRificlrapdaw dhGey whBhthe perpetrator of the offence can only be|a
WYl yQs GKS /SyiNB KI a thedxiRingid&ibitiors dd fage Aindér Sedtfon 372 (cadefi
daK2dzZ R 6S STl dzyi2dzOKSRE

Why? (Arguments by thdlinistry of Home Affairs (MHA):

1 These sections have been enacted to protect and keep a chetkeorising level of sexual offences against
women in the country.

§ The existing definition of rape undSection 378 K2 dzf R 6S f ST dzy i 2 dzOKSR | I 2
of Children from Sexal Offences (POCSO) Act, which covers all forms of sexeratesfagainst minors, ano
{SOGA2Y o171 2F GKS Lt/ 6SNB FRSldzrdS G2 O2@0SNI |

Background:

f ¢KS al! Qa FFTFARIGAG OF YS Ay NBaLlthea@Singllav pertaihiddgo f A
to rape was gender specific and proteatsly females

9 The High Court had previously asked the Centre to clarify its stand on the issue, particularly in view c
theNBEO2YYSYRIGA2Y 2F (GKS [l 6 [ 2YYAaANIARYdzBNT fLg/ RA I 3

Arguments by the petitioner:

1 Gender neutrality is. simple recognition of reality men sometimes fall victim to the same, or at least very
similar, acts to those suffered by women.

1 Male rape is far too prevalent to be termed an anomalyreak incident. By not having gendeeutral rape
laws, we are daying a lot more men justice than is commonly thought.

1 InIndia, sexual crimes against boys under 18 years are covered under the POCSO Act, but once they| becc
adults they do not have anydal recourse.

Sources: the Hindu.

7. SECTION 1240F IPC

What to gudy?
9 For prelims and mains: Section 124, need for, concerns and alternatives available.

Context:The Union government has no plans to repsadition law as it is needed teffectively combat anti
national, secessionist and terrorist elementsnion Miniser of State for Home Nityanand Rai td¥&jya Sabha.

What is Section 124 of the Indian Penal Code?

1 Whoever by words, either spoken or written, or by signs, or by visdgieesentation, or otherwise, brings
or attempts to bring into hatred or contemptr excites or attempts to excite disaffection towards, the
Government established by law shall be punished with imprisonment for life or any shorter term, to which
fine may ke added, or with imprisonment which may extend to three years, to which fine raadted, or
with fine.
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Why should it be scrapped?

§ Draconian laws such as the Section124 2 yf @ &aASNWS G2 3IAGS I+ S3lLf O
voices and movenmds against oppression by casting them as-aational.

What has Supreme Court ked?

1 The Supreme Court has persistently held that for the offence of sedition to be satisfied, there has to be :
causal relationship between speech and actsgiofence, and mere speech, regardless of how subversive it
is, does not amount to sedition.

Shot term measures to be put up in place:

1 All speechrelated offences should be made bailable offengélis would lessen the harmful impact of using
arrest and cstody as a way of harassing anyone exercising their rights under Article 19(1)(a).

1 The offenceshould be mad@&on-cognisableso that there is at least a judicial check on the police acting|on
the basis of politically motivated complaints.

1 In the case of ate speech, it is important tmise the burden of proof on those who claim that their
sentiments are hurtrather than accept them at face value. And finally, it is crucial ¢batts begin to take
action against those who bring malicious complaints aggtispeech acts

Sources: the Hindu.

8. SURROGACY REGULATIGBILL

What to study?

9 For prelims: keyeatures of the bill.
9 For mains: need for regulation, concerns and issues associated with surrogacy.

Context The Cabinet has approved titroduction of Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill, 2018at aims to prohibit
commercial surrogacy in India.

Key featuresof the bill:

9 The Bill proposes to regulate surrogacy in India by establishMgtional Surrogacy Boarat the central
level andstate suriogacy boar@ and appropriate authorities in the state and Union Territories.

1 The purpose of the Bill te ensure efective regulation of surrogacy, prohibit commercial surrogacy, and
allow ethical surrogacy

1  Whilecommercial surrogacy will be prohibitedincluding sale and purchase of human embryos apd

gametesgethical surrogacy for needy couplesill be allowed on fdllment of stipulated conditions.

It will alsoprevent exploitation of surrogate mothers and children born through surrogacy

There will notbe any financial implicationsexcept for the meetings of the National and State Surrogacy

Boards and appropriateughorities, which will be met out of the administrative budgets of respective

departments.

= =4

Need for regulation:

1 India has emerged as surraggacy hubfor couples from other countries and there have been reports
concerning unethical practices, exploitatioh surrogate mothers, abandonment of children born out of
surrogacy, and rackets involving intermediaries importing human embryos and gafmleé228th report
of the Law Commission of Indiaas recommended prohibiting commercial surrogacy alhalving altruistic
surrogacyby enacting suitable legislation.

What is an altruistic surrogacy arrangement?

f The Bill includesontractingt WO 2AJ8 aniBrbdatd by a heterosexual married couple who have
beenchildless for five yearsf their marriage.

| (Q) Analyse the ethical and economic implications of latest surrogacy bill.
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9. TRANSGENDER RIGHTSIBL

What to study?

1 For PrelimsDefinitions included and key features of the bill.
1 For Mains: Significance of the bill, criticisms and the need for a compsefeereview.

Context Cabinet approve$he Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill 2019.
Impact:

1 The Bill will benefit darge number of transgender persons, mitigate the stigma, discrimination and ahuse
against this marginalized section and britigem into the mainstream of society. This will lead tp
inclusiveness and will make the transgender persons productive membtrs sbciety.

Background:

9 Transgender community is among one of the most marginalized communities in the country because the
R2y Qi FTAG AyiG2 GKS aidSNB2GeLIAOFt OFGS3I2NASE 27
ranging from socialxlusion to discrimination, lack of education facilities, unemployment, lack of megical
facilities and so on. The Bill shall power the transgender community socially, educationally and
economically.

New definition:

1  According to the new definitiora tray 8 3 SY RSNJ LISNB2Yy Aad a2YSo62Re 4 oK
gender assigned to that person at birth and includes tramen or trans-women, persons with intersex
variations, genderqueers, and persons having soetltural identities such as kinnar, hijragravani, and
223al ¢

Highlights of the Bill:

1 The Bilaims to stop discrimination against a transgender perigowarious sers such as education,
employment, and healthcare. It also directs the central and state governments to provide wsdfegmes
for them.

1 The Bill states that a person will be recognised as transgender on the basigeuificate of identity issued
through the district screening committee. This certificate will be a proof of identity as transgender and cpnfer
rights underthis Bill.

1 Going by the billa person would have the right to choose to be identified as a man, woman or transgender,
irrespective ofsex reassignment surgery and hormonal therapy

{ Italsorequires transgender persons to go through a district magistritg/ R a RA A 4 NA OG & ONB
to get certified as a transpersan

1 Thecommittee would comprisea medical officer, a psychologist psychiatrist, a district welfare officer, a
government official, and a transgender person.

Criticisms:

1 The Bill isilent on granting reservations to transgender persans

f The bill has prescribed punishments for organised begging. However, the2Bfil 3pyoidé anything to
0SUGSNI G2 O2yRAGAZ2Y Ay GK2aS.FNBlFLaz AG R2SayQi

1 The Transgender Bidbes nd mention any punishments for rape or sexual assault of transgender
personsas according to Sections 375 and 376 of the Indian Permtd, Cape is only when a man forcefully
enters a woman.

Need of the hour:

f The Bill must recognise that gender identitymius 32 06 S@2y R o0A2f 23A0If{T 3IASYR
and personal experience. It need not correspond to the sex assigrigdtatit includes the personal sense
2T (GKS 0602Reé FyR 20KSNJ SELINBaairzya adzOK | a 2y §Qa

(Q) The new law on rights of transgender fail to take into account the lived realities of the lives of transgenders
Discuss.

www.insightsonindia.com 38 InsightsIAS



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

10. BANNINGOF UNREGULATED DEPRIT SCHEMES BILL, 2B

What to study?

9 For Prelims: Key features and significance of the Bill.
1 For Mains: Need for a legislation on this, recent issues and concerns associated with such schemes.

Context Rajya Sabha passt Banning ofUnregulated Deposit Schemes Bill, 2019
Significance and impact:

1 The Bill will immediatelyackle the menace ofllicit deposit-taking activities in the countryjaunched by
rapacious operators, which at present are exploiting regulatory gaps and lackiadf aglministrative
measures to dupe poor and gullible people of their haeined savings, an official statemesaid.

91 It will altogether ban unregulated deposit taking schemeand the law has adequate provisions fgr
punishment and disgorgement or repagnt of deposits in cases where such schemes nonetheless manage
to raise deposits illegally.

Key provisions of thasill:

1 Substantive banning clausehich bans Deposit Takers from promoting, operating, issuing advertisements
or accepting deposits in any Wgulated Deposit Scheme. The Bill bans unregulated deposit taking activities
altogether, by making them an offenes-ante rather than the existing legislatheeim-regulatory framework
which only comes into effect gxost with considerable time lags.

1 Creaion of three different types of offencesnamely, running of Unregulated Deposit Schemes, fraudulent

default in Rgulated Deposit Schemes, and wrongful inducement in relation to Unregulated Deposit

Schemes.

Severe punishment and heavy pecuniary firntesad as deterrent.

Provisions for disgorgement or repayment of depositscases where such schemes nonetheless manag

to raise deposits illegally.

9 Attachment of properties / assets by the Competent Authority, and subsequent realization of assets [for

repaymert to depositors

Clearcut time lineshave been provided for attachment of property and restitutiondpositors.

Creation of aronline central databasgfor collection and sharing of information on depeisiking activities

in the country.

TheBilldefi§d 65SL2aAd ¢F1SNE yR a58LRaAAGE O2YLINBKSY 44

= =

=a =

1 dDeposit Takersinclude all possiblentities (including individuals) receiving or soliciting deposits, except
specific entities such as those incorporated by legislation.

1 dDeposit is defined in such a nmaer that depositakers are restricted from camouflaging public deposits
as receipts, ad at the same time, not to curb or hinder acceptance of money by an establishment ir the
ordinary course of its business.

Why do we need a comprehensive law on this?

1 To deal with the menace of illicit deposit taking schemes, as in the recent past, theeebeen rising
instances of people in various parts of the country being defrauded by illicit deposit taking schemes.

1 The worst victims of these schemes are the poad ¢he financially illiterate, and the operations of such
schemes are often spread overany States.

11.02) 6! 4% - %- L @RISFOR TWEHILD NORM

What to study?

1 For prelims and mains: Concerns and issues associated with the proposezhildgolicy

Contextty ! y2YAYIlIGSR at KI a Ay iRoBuRimOREeRulatioBil )R @i tieRajpa$ Y 0
Sabha, seekin enforce a twachild norm by giving incentives for those adopting the small family practice and
penalties for those contravemg it.
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Highlights of the Bill:

T
T

It suggests thapeople with more than two living childBy & K2dz R 0SS GRA&IljdzZ £ A FA
an MP, MLA or a member of any body of the local self governmaitér the commencement of the Act.
Similarly, it suggas thatgovernment employees should give an undertaking that she or he will not
procreate more than two children

It saysthose government employees who have more than two children on or before the commencement
of the Act should be exempted

Other penalties includereduction in subsidies on loans and interest rates on savings instrism@duction

in benefits under the public distribution system, and higher than normal interest rates for availing loans|from
banks and financial institutions.

The provision®f the Bill also list ouseveral benefits for Central and public sector enteige employees

who adopt the twochildnormé 6 & dzy RSNH2Ay 3 AGSNRAEATFGA2Y 2 LISING

Criticismsrelated to two- child policy:

T

India is a country witla booming technology industry, one that relies on young peoplehere is fear that

by restricting the number of children that can be botimere will not be enougheducated young people in
the next generationd 2 OF NNE 2y LYRAIFIQa G(GSOKy2ft23A0Ff NBE@2f
Ciitics also argue that thpopulation growth of India willslow down naturally aghe country grows richer
and becomes more educated

There are alreadwell-lR2 OdzY Sy 1 SR LINE 0 f S-ohid pdidy, inditnely thelgghtieRitbalantes
resulting from a strag preference for boys and millions of undocumented children who were bgrarents
that already had their one childhese problems risk being replicated in India with the implementation af
their two-child policy.

By interfering with the birth rate, Irid facesa future with severe negative population growtha serious
problem that most developed countries are trying to reverse. Witggative population growth, the number

of old people receiving social services is larger than the yotmgbasethat is paying for the social services

In this casetaxes must be increased and youmgople risk contributing way more than they will receive

in the future.

The law related may also l@mti-women. Human rights activists argue that, not only does the
law discrimnate against womenight from birth (through abortion or infanticide of femaketuses and
babies), but divorce and familial abandonment are at risk of increasing if a man with a large family wants tc
run for political office. In addition, women in Indieeaby and large, uneducated and illiterate and, as such,
are often unaware othe two-child policy.

A legal restriction to two children coufdrce couples to go for segelective abortions as there are only two
W G08wLIha aA 3y A TFA OrhywdmenegddaliNindse fyom HvFer sbeeGnomic strata,
would be forced togo for unsafe abortions because of issues of access and afforddbdgiyles being
inhumane, this is bound to create gender imbalances

Are urgent and aggressive steps to cooit population required for India?

1

It is indeed a fact thgbopulation of Inda is growing and will continue to grow for the next couple of
decades This is because, as compared to the past, therdiigheerproportion of people in the marriageable

age goup who will produce children, and people are now liviigger.

However the fertility rates are also decliningThe average number of children that a woman is expected|to
bear in her lifetime is called the total fertility rate (TERJTFR of abou?.1is considered as replacement

level fertility ¢ if achieved, it will lead the ppulation to stabilise in the long run

As perNational Family Health Surveyata,the country-level TFR in India is 2.2&hich is not hugely above

the desired level of 2.1.

Twerty states/UTs have achieved the replacemelavel TFR, another five have gdthelow 2.2 with the
remaining 11 states (including Bihar, UP, MP, Rajasthan, Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh) having a higher re
Though these 11 states/UTs accounts4@#oof codzy GG NB Q& LJ2 LJdzf | G A 2 y X fallinkiH@ig | I N
TFRs.

Sourcesindian Express.

A = 4 A -

QLY HnpnI LYRAFQ& LRLIzZIFGA2Y A& LINRP2SOGSR (2 06| w

with Population Regulation Bill, India be elbd handle its overpopulation crisis? Critically analyse.
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12. DRAFT TENANG LAW

What to study?

1 For prelims and mains: Key features of the draft and need for a law in this regard.
Context Centre has proposedModel Tenancy Law to regulate renting of préses
Highlights of the draft:

1 It mandates thdandowner to give anotice in writing three months before revising rent

1 It advocatesappointing district collector as rent authority and heavy penalty on tenants for overstaying

9 According to itfenants oveastaying will have to pay double the rent for two times and fouimes
thereafter.

f Thesecurity deposito be paid by the tenant in advance willb&a EA YdzY 2F (6.2 Y2y iK:
1 Bothlandlord and tenantwill have to submit a copy of rent agreement to thdistrict Rent Authoritywhich
will also have the power to revis® fix rent following a request either by landlord or tenant.
9 States will be free tadopt the law owing to land being state subject
9 States will be required toonstitute rent courts and rentribunal.
1 If the landowner refuses to carry out the requiregedrs,the tenant can get the work done and deduct the

same from periodic rent
1 Alandowner cannot enter the rented premises without 2dour prior noticeto carry out repairs or
replacement.
Landownercannot cut power and water supply in case of a disputéh the tenant.
Rent Authority may direct for compensatioon the person responsible for cutting off or withholding the
essential supply.
1 The Rent Authority may levypeenalty be paid to thdandowner or tenantif it finds that the application was
made fivolously or vexatiously.

= =4

Significance:

1 It is an important piece of legislation that promidesease the burden on civil courts, unlock rental
properties stuck in legal disputes, and prevefuture tanglesby balancing the interests of tenants and
landlords.

Need for a law in this regard:

1 Young, educated job seekers migrating to large metropolises often complain of onerous tenancy condition
and obscene sums of money as security depositsttiet are asked to fork out to lease accommodation. |n
some cities, tenants are asked to pay security deposits amounting to 11 months of rent. Also, some house
26yYSNA NRdAziAySte oOoNBIFIOK GSylrydaQ NRARIKG G gregaNRh gl
works. Whimsical rent raises are another problem foraets, many of whom complain of being squeezed
I acapdive customers ®

1 Besidest Syl yGa FNB 2FGSy | O0dzaSR 2F dalidad GaAy3Ie 2y

13. PRIVATISATION OF THE RAILWAYS

What to study?

1 For prelims and maingrivatisation of railwayspros and cons, Debroy committee recommendations.
Context Government rules oyprivatisation of railways

Recommendations by Bibek Debroy Committee:

1 The Bibek Debroy Comrtgt, which was set up to suggest ways to mobilise resmfor the Indian Railways
and restructure the Railway Board, has favoupegatisation of rolling stock: wagons and coaches
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Rail Privatisation:
Pros:

1 Improved Infrastructure ¢ It will lead tobetter infrastructure which in turn would lead to improved
amenities for travelers.

9 Balancing Quality of Service with High Fae§he move would fostetompetition and hence lead to overall
betterment in the quality of services.

1 Lesser Acidents ¢ Becawseprivate ownership is synonymous with better maintenance, supporters
of privatisationfeel that itwill reduce the number of accidents, thus resulting in safe travel and higher
monetary savings ithe long run.

Cons:

1 Coverage Limited tducrative Secta® ¢ An advantage of Indian Railways being governmewned is that
it provides natioawide connectivity irrespective of profit. This would notessible withprivatisationsince
routes which are less popular will be eliminated, thusihg\anegative inpact on connectivity. It will also
render some parts of the country virtuallyaccessible and omit them from the process of development.

9 Fares¢ Given that a private enterprise runs on profit, it is but natural to assume that the stagy of
accruirg profits in Indian Railways would be to hike fares, thus rendering the serviad mach for lower
income groups. This will defeat the entire purpose of the system whiae@t to serve the entire
population of the country irrespeaté of the level bincome.

9 Accountability¢ Privatecompanies are unpredictable in their dealings and do not share their governance
secrets with thaworld at large. In such a scenario it would be difficult to pin the accountability oh a
particularentity, should there be discrepancy.

Key recommendations made by Debroy committee:

Link increase in passenger fares to better passenger services

Create a separate company for railway infrastructure

Open access for any new operator who wishes to enter the atdidk operatingtrains

Separate suburban services and run them as joint ventures with state governments.

Private entry into running both freight and passenger trains in competition with Indian Railways
Separation of rail track from rolling stock

Sourcesthe Hindu.

14. GUDELINES FOR CRECHES WORKPLACES

=A =4 =4 =4 -8 =9

What to study?

1 For Prelims: Maternity Benefit Adtey features, Guidelines on créches at workplaces.
9 For Mains: Significance of the act and challenges in its implementation, what needs to be done?

Context Data on provi®en of mandatory créche services at establishments is not maintained centrallige
complaints received for violation of provision of the Act by respective Governments are dealt with as per the
provisions of the Act.

Legal provisions

1 In March 2017, Parlrment passed théaternity Benefit Amendment Act, 201,7enhancing paid maternity
leave from a period of 12 weeks to 26 weekke law is applicable to all institutions with 10 or more
employees It also makes inandatory for every oganisation with 50 or nore employees to have a creche

The guidelines include:

1 A créche be either at the workplace or within 500 metres of it. Alternatively, it could also béhen
OSYSTAOAIFNASEQ ySAIKO2dZNK22R

1 The facility should bepen for eight to10 hoursand if the emploges have a shift system, then the créche
should also be run accordingly.

1 A creche must hava minimum space of 10 to 12 square feet per chitdensure that she or he can play,
rest and learn There should be no unsafe places sastopen drains, pits, dgaaige bins near the centre.
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