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Paperl Topic: Indian culture will coverthe salientaspectsof Art Forms,Literature and Architecture from
ancientto moderntimes.

1. RAMANUJA

1 Context A216foot-tall statueof Ramanujawill be built at Hyderabad Whenunveiled,it is setto becomethe
g 2 NIsdedddtalleststatue of a seatedfigure.

Factsfor Prelims:

9 Currently the GreatBuddhaof Thailandis the tallest statue, at 302-feet.
Oncethe Ramanujacharyatatue is unveiled, it will becomethe second
tallest, a distinction now held by the Guanyinfigure on Mount Xigiaoin
!/ K A YGuafgilongegion,at 203feet.

About Ramanujacharya:

1 Hewasa Hindutheologian,philosopher,and one of the most important
exponentsof the SriVaishnavisntradition within Hinduism.

9 His philosophicalfoundations for devotionalismwere influential to the
Bhaktimovement.

1 He is famous asthe chief proponent of Vishishtadvaita subschoolof
+SRNy G I

1 Hewrote influential texts, suchaso K n @&rétthe BrahmaSutrasand the
Bhagavadsita,allin Sanskrit.

2 K| inpdrtant?

1 ForPrelimsand Mains: Ramanujaimportant worksand contributions,Vishishtadvaita.

2. INDIA GETS ITS 37THWORLD UNESCO WORLDHERITAGE SITE

1 Context:ln a RemarkableAchievement)ndia gets its 37th WORLDUNESC@Vorld HERITAGEITE The
decisionwastakenat the 42ndsessiorof the World HeritageCommitteeof UNESC@t Manamain Bahrain.

37" site: Victorian Gothic and Art Deco Ensemble of
Mumbai.

Factsfor Prelims:

1 This makesMumbai city the secondcity in India after
Ahmedabado beinscribedon the World HeritageL.ist.

1 In the past 5 years alone, India has managedto get
inscribed seven of its properties/sites on the World
HertageListof UNESCO.

1 Indianow hasoverall 37 World Heritagelnscriptionswith
29 Cultural,07 Naturaland 01 Mixed sites.

1 While India standssecondargestin numberafter Chinain termsof numberof World Heritagepropertiesin
ASPACAsiaand Pacifickegion,it is overall sixth in the world.

Whatis a World Heritagesite?

1 A World Heritagesite is classifiedas a natural or man-made area or a structure that is of international
importance,anda spacewhich requiresspecialprotection.

1 Thesesites are officially recognisedby the UN and the United Nations EducationalScientificand Cultural
Organisation,alsoknownasUNESCO.

www.insightsias.com 7
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1 UNESCGOelieveghat the sitesclassifiecasWorld Heritageareimportant for humanity,andthey hold cultural
andphysicalsignifiance.

Background:

1 In 1982,the International Councilon Monumentsand Sites(ICOMOSannounced,18 April asthe & 2 2 NJ
Heritage5 | €approvedby the GeneralAssemblyf UNESC@ 1983,with the aim of enhancingawareness
of the importanceof the cultural heritage of humankind,and redouble efforts to protect and conservethe
humanheritage.

2 K| dmpdrtant?

1 ForPrelims UNESC@/HS important sites.
1 ForMains: Significancendthe needfor conservatiorof WHS.

3. MEGHALAYA CELEBRATEBEHDIENKHLAM FESTIVAL

1 Context:Behdienkhlam, one of the most colourful
festivals of the State, was recently celebratedin the
JaintiaHills,Meghalaya.

About the festival:

1 Behdienkhlamisa major festival of the people in the &
JaintiaHills.

9 Itiscelebratedto invokethe godsfor a bumperharvest
anddrive awayplague.

9 Itisthe ritualisticexpressiorof the relentlessstruggleof :

mankindto overcomethe destructiveforcesof nature,includingdiseasessincethe dawnof civilization.

Duringthe festival,decoratedand colourfulrathsareimmersedin W2 || KA y & nNEd@pool.

Thenon-ChristianWt ydedplBwho believeeither in the traditional faith of Wb A I WriHN&i©mobserve

this festival.

2 K| inpdrtant?

i ForPrelims BehdienkhlamPnar.

=A =

4. WORLD SANSKRITCONFERENCE

1 Context The2018World SanskritConferencg WSC)s beinghostedby the Departmentof AsianStudiesat
the Universityof BritishColumbian VancouverCanadalt is 17" suchconference.

World SanskritConference:

1 TheWorld SanskritConferencdsthe premierinternationalforum for
professionaresearchersand educatorsof the Sanskritanguageand
its literatures,andof the history, religion,and culturesof premodern
SouthAsia.

1 It is convened every three years under the auspices of the
International Associationof SanskritStudies

About IASS:

THE 177H WORLD SANSKRIT CONFERENCE

1 At the 29th International Congresf Orientalists,held in Parisin
1973, Sanskritistdrom variouscountriesendorsedthe formation of
the International Asso@tion of Sanskrit Studies and drafted its
constitution.

1 Themaintaskof the IASSvasagreedto bethe organizingof a World SanskritConferenceat different venues
aroundthe world.

www.insightsias.com 8
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1 Thel972International SanskritConferencein New Delhiwasrecognisedretrospectivelyasthe First World
SanskritConference

1 IndologicaTaurinensiasthe journalof the IASS.
2 K| inpdrtant?

M ForPrelims WSCandIASS.
1 ForMains: Significancef WSC.

5. RANI-KI-VAV

1  Whyin News?TheReserveBankof India (RBIwill soonbe releasinga new lavenderRs100 currencynote.
Thebanknotehlghllghtsthe richanddiversecultural herltageof Indiaasit prominentlydisplaysa photograph
of Ww kKkiy@h @ev dzS SSfepwell), g
an 11th century architecturalwonder.

AboutWw kkf&@+ QY

f Locatedin D dz2 | NRhtanQe 900-
yearold structure is a major tourist
attraction,a UNESCOWorld Heritage
site, and was awarded asthe cleanest
iconicplacein Indiain 2016.1t islocated
on the banksof SaraswatRiver.

1 Who built it? It wasbuilt by the Solanki
R& y | gueenOdayamatiin the 11th
centuryas a memorialto her deceased
husbandBhimdevl.

9 Architectural significance Raniki-Vav
washbuilt in the complexMaru-Gurjaraarchitecturalstyle. It highlightsthe sanctityof water asit is designed
asaninvertedtemple underthe S I NBukd@e&iThecentraltheme is the Dasavatarasyr ten incarnationsof
Vishnu,includingBuddha.Theavatarsare accompaniedy sadhusprahmins,and apsaragcelestialdancers).

2 K| inpdrtant?

1 ForPrelims Locationof Rani ki- Vav,Maru Gurjaraarchitecture,who built it?
1 ForMains: Architecturalsignificance.

6. NATIONAL CULTURBEFUND

1 Context:As per the latest data, about Rs.904.80Lakhshasbeen receivedas part of the CorporateSocial
Responsibilit{CSRUnder NCHor developmentWorksat HistoricMonumentsin last 3 yrs.

About National Culture Fund(NCF):

NationalCultureFund(NCF)vassetup asa Trustunderthe CharitableEndowmentAct, 1890in November1996

by the Governmentwith aviewto mobilizeextraresourceghrough PublicPrivate Partnerships

f TheNationalCultureFundis managedand administeredby a councilheadedby | 2 y (CailfurBMinister to
decidethe policiesand an ExecutiveCommitteeheadedby SecretaryCultureto actualizethosepolicies.

1 The Fund aims at inviting the participation of the corporate sector, non-government organizations,
private/publicsectoraswell asindividualsin the taskof promoting, protecting and preserving. Yy’ R dultugla
heritage.

1 Allthe projectsundertakenby the NCFare completedwithin a specifiedperiod, in accordancewvith an MoU
signedby NCFRwith the concerneddonor organization.

1 The donations/contributionsto NCFare eligiblefor 100% tax deduction under the Income Tax Act,
1961subjectto the limits and conditionsprescribedn the saidSectionandrelevantRules.

www.insightsias.com 9




CURRENT EVENTS [ WWW.iﬂSightSOﬂihdia.com]

What to study?

1 ForPrelims NCFkeyfeatures.
1 ForMains: Indiacultural Heritage Significancendthe needfor promotion, protection andpreservation.

7. NATIONAL MISSION FORMANUSCRIPTS (NMM)

1 Context:Nationalmissionfor manuscripts(NMM) hasdigitized 283 lakh pagesof 2.96 lakh manuscriptstill
date.

About National missionfor manuscripts(NMM):

1 In2003,NationalMissionfor Manuscripts(NMM), a Missionmode Project waslaunchedby the Ministry of
Culturefor documentation,conservationpreservationanddigitizationof manuscripts.

1 Themanuscriptsdocumentedand digitizedby the NMM will be made available to researcherand scholars
through a TrustedDigital Repository

1 Theultimate object of the Missionis to establisha Digital Manuscripts Repositoryat IGNCAiIn which
researcherandscholarscanview and consultthe manuscriptgo understandour pastin its totality.

What are Manuscripts?

1 Amanuscripisahandwritten compositionon paper,bark,cloth, metal, palmleafor anyother materialdating
backat least seventyfive yearsthat hassignificantscientific,historicalor aestheticvalue.Lithographsand
printed volumesare not manuscripts

1 Manuscriptsare found in hundredsof different languagesand scripts Often, one languageis written in a
number of different scripts.Forexample,Sanskritis written in Oriyascript, Granthascript, Devanagarscript
andmanyother scripts.

1 Manuscriptsare distinct from historicalrecordssuchas epigraphson rocks,firmans,revenuerecordswhich
providedirectinformation on eventsor processesn history. Manuscriptshaveknowledgecontent.

Backgroum:

1 Indiapossesseanestimateof ten million manuscriptsprobablythe largestcollectionin the world.
1 Thesecovera variety of themes,texturesand aesthetics scripts,languagescalligraphiesijlluminationsand
illustrations.

What to study?

1 ForPrelims: NMM- objectives.
1 ForMains: Needfor Protectionof Manuscripts.

Paperl Topic TheFreedomStrugglez its various stagesandimportant contributors /contributions from
different parts of the country.

1.100TH YEAROFMONTFORDREFORM

f Context Thismonth marksthe 100thyearof the publicationof the W w S lai2indiAnConstitutionalw S ¥ 2 N
commonlyknown asthe Montagu-ChelmsfordReport(MCR) EdwinMontaguwasthe Secretaryof Statefor
India.LordChelmsfordvasthe Viceroyof India.

Featuresof the Act:

1 It relaxedthe central control over the provincesby demarcatingand separatingthe central and provincial
subjects The central and provincial legislatureswere authorisedto make laws on their respectivelist of
subjects However the structure of governmentcontinuedto be centralisedandunitary.

9 It further dividedthe provincial subjectsinto two partst transferredand reserved Thetransferredsubjects
wereto be administeredby the governorwith the aid of ministersresponsibleto the legislativeCouncil.The

www.insightsias.com 10
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reserved subjects, on the other hand, were to be
administeed by the governor and his executive council | MagnaCartaof Modern India:
without beingresponsibldo the legislativeCouncil Thisdual
schemeof governancewas known as WR & | N ¢
derivedfrom the Greekword di-archewhich meansdouble
rule. However this experimentwaslargdy unsuccessful.

It introduced, for the first time, bicameralism Thus, the
Indian Legislative Council was replaced by a bicameral
legislatureconsistingof an Upper House(Councilof State)
and a Lower House(LegislativeAssembly). The majority of
membersof both the Housesvere chosenby direct election.
It requiredthat the three of the sixmembersofthe+ A O S N
executiveCouncilotherthan the commanderin-chief)were
to be Indian.

It extended the principle of communal representationby
providing separate electoratesfor Sikhs,Indian Christians,
Anglaindians and Europeans.It grantedfranchise to a
limited numberof peopleon the basisof property, tax or education.

It createda new office of the High Commissionefor India in Londonand transferred to him some of the
functionshitherto performedby the Secretanof Statefor India.

It providedfor the establishmentof a public servicecommissionHence a CentralPublicServiceCommission
wassetup in 1926for recruitingcivil servants.

It separaked, for the first time, provincial budgetsfrom the Centralbudgetand authorisedthe provincial
legislaturego enacttheir budgets.

It providedfor the appointmentof a statutory commissiorto inquireinto andreport on its workingafter ten
yearsof its cominginto force.

1 The1919 Act went on to becomethe
basisfor the Governmentof India Act,
1919 and 1935, and, ultimately, the
Constitution

1 The key principles of responsible
government, selfgovernance and
federal structure grew out of these
reforms.

f The Act on Indian constitutional
reforms along with the Montagu
Declaratiorare, thus,worthy claimants
of the title of the Magna Carta of
Modern India.

Howwasit receivedby Indians?

T

The1919reformsdid not satisfypolitical demandsin India. TheBritishrepressedopposition,and restrictions
onthe pressandon movementwere re-enactedthroughthe Rowlatt Actsintroducedin 1919.Theactallowed
certainpoliticalcasego be tried without juriesand permitted internment of suspectswithout trial.
Thesemeasuresvere rammedthrough the LegislativeCouncilwith the unanimousoppositionof the Indian
members.Severamembersof the councilincludingJinnahresignedin protest. Thesemeasureswvere widely
seenthroughout India of the betrayal of strong supportgiven by the population for the Britishwar effort.

Whatto study?

1

ForPrelimsand Mains: Featuresandsignificanceof 1919Act.

Paperl Topic Socialempowermentcommunalismfegionalismé& secularism.

1. NELSONVANDELAINTERNATIONALDAY

1

What is NelsonMandelalnternational Day?

|l

Context NelsonMandelalnternational Day 2018
marks100yearssincethe birth of NelsonMandela
(18July1918).

NELSON
MANDELA

INTERNATIONAL

NelsonMandelalnternationalDayisaglobalevent
held annually to honor former South African
president and anti-apartheid activist Nelson
Mandela.

The event started after the Nelson Mandela %
Foundation and 46664, a concet series that g
benefits AIDS victims referencing a | y R S &

www.insightsias.com 11
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prison number 46664 first proposedthe idea of a worldwide day honoringthe work and legacyof Nelson
Mandelain April2009.

f Thefirst MandelaDaywasheldona | y R S¥1dt@thday on July18,2009to promote volunteeringand
communityservice ,beingmarkedworldwide with communityserviceevents,art exhibits,fundraisersand a
concertat RadioCity MusicHallin New Y orkCity.

1 TheUnitedNationssoontook interestand supportedthe ideaof a global dayhonoringMandela,declaringin
November2009the markingof Julyl8 asNelsonMandelalnternationalDay.

WhowasNelsonMandela?

1 NelsonMandelawasthe former Presidentof SouthAfricaaswell asan anti-apartheid activist, philanthropist
andpoliticalleader.

1 Mandelaemergedasakeyleaderin the resistanceo racistapartheidlaws,beingarrestedmultiple timesand
later beingsentencedo life in prisonin 1964after beingtrialed for conspiringto overthrowthe government.

1 Amid growing pressureboth internally and throughout the world, the South African governmentfinally
releasedMandelaafter 27 yearsin 1990.He soonworkedalongsidePresidentF.W.de Klerkto dismantlethe
apartheidregimein 1991 and usherin the peaceful1994 generalelection in which he was electedasthe
O 2 dzy tieWpreésident.

9 Duringhis presidencyfrom May 1994to Junel1999,Mandelaworkedto promote racialreconciliation,fight
poverty and expand healthcare for all South Africans. After leaving office, he remained active in many
philanthropicefforts throughoutthe world, particularlyendingthe HIV/AIDSrisisand reducingpoverty.

91 For his efforts promoting social justice, democracyand peace, he was awarded dozensof prestigious
accoladesjncludingthe NobelPeacePrize and the U.S PresidentialMedal of Freedom

2 K| inpdrtant?

1 ForPrelims MandelaDay.
1 ForMains: NelsonMandela legacyandachievements.

2. ISRAEL ADOPTS JEWISNATION-STATE LAW

f Context:L & Npasliant@sthasadopteda law definingthe country asthe nation state of the Jewishpeople,
provokingfearsit couldleadto blatant discriminationagainstArabcitizens.

TheNationality Bill:

 Thelaw speaksof Israelasthe historic homelandof the Jewsand saysthey havea & dzy A tigtir$oéself
determinationthere.

f The legislationmakes Hebrew the O 2 dzy inati#n& Eanguageand defines the establishmentof Jewish
communitiesasbeingin the nationalinterest.

91 Arabic,previouslyconsideredan official languagewasgrantedonly specialstatus.

1 It alsoestablisheghe flag,the nationalsymboland anthem.

 Thelegislationbecomespart of the O 2 dzy” basi@a@sjwhichserveasa de facto constitution.

Concerns:

| Criticssaythe law isd NJ Quidat iegalisesd | LI NITKepasdagef the law continuesL & NJightiva®o
shiftin recentyearsamidfrustrationwith failed peaceagreementswith the Palestiniansnd steadygrowthin
settlementbuildingin the occupiedWestBank.

1 ArabMuslimsare alsoconcernedlsraelis currentlyhometo 1.8 million ArabMuslims,roughly20 percentof
its population,who havelived here sincethe creationof the independentnation state. Theyspeakand study
in the languagemostwidely spokenacrosshe region,by Muslims,Christiansand Jewsalike.

Why wasthislaw created?

Thequestionof L & Nkt&usa3aJewishstateis politically controversialand haslong beendebated.Before
now, it hasnot beenenshrinedin law.

f SomelsraeliJewishpoliticiansconsiderthat the foundingprinciplesof L & NXr&afio® dsa state for Jewsin
their ancienthomeland,are underthreat and couldbecomelessrelevant,or obsolete,in the future.
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9 Fearsoverthe high birth-rate of IsraeliArabs,aswell aspossiblealternativesto a two-state solutionto the
IsraeliPalestinan conflictwhich couldchallengel & Nle@ish@ajority, havespurredon callsto anchorthe
Jewishnessf Israelin law.

Analysis:

9 Fora country that pridesitself on beingthe only strong and stable democracyin a region surroundedby
dictators,monarchsand other authoritarianrulersinimicalto its existencethis legislaton changeghat very
character.

1 Reducinghe statusof minoritiesfurther isonlylikelyto fueltensionsin one of the mostvolatileregionsin the
world. After all, both Jewishnationalconsciousnesand Arabnationalismfuel eachother.

Factsfor Prelims:

1 Israelhasno constitutionbut insteadpassedvertime a seriesof Basid_awswhichhaveconstitutionalstatus.
Thenation state law isthe 14th suchbasiclaw. (SourceBBC).

2 K| inpdrtant?

1 ForPrelims L & NbaSitla@si
1 ForMains: Declarationof Jewishstate- concernsandanalysis.

Paper1Topid 2T 1 A T &£ xI 1T AT AT A xT 1 AT80 1T OCAT EUAOQEI

1. SECTIONA97 OFTHE IPC

1 Context:Opposinga pleawhichcalledfor the Section497 of the IPCto be scrappedthe Centrerecentlytold
the SupremeCourtthat adulterymustremaina punishableoffenceto protect the sanctityof marriage.

What is Section497?

f Sectior497of the 158yearold IPCsaysa 2 K 2 $h&Sekliaintercoursewith apersonwho isandwhom he
knowsor hasreasonto believeto be the wife of anotherman,without the consentor connivanceof that man,
suchsexualintercoursenot amountingto the offenceof rape, is guilty of the offenceof adultery,andshallbe
punishedwith imprisonmentof either descriptionfor a term which may extendto five years,or with fine, or
with both. In suchcasethe wife shallnot be punishableasanl 6 S (i (i 2 NJb ¢

Why Section497 shouldnot be scrapped?

1 Theprovisionsof law, under challengen the presentwrit, havebeenspecificallycreatedby the legislaturein
its wisdom, to protect and safeguardthe sanctity of marriage,keepingin mind the unique structure and
culture of the Indian society.

9 Strikingdown Section497 which providesfor punishmentonly to a man for havingextramarital sexualties
with the wife of anotherman, will destroythe institution of marriage.

9 Strikingdown section497 of IPCand Section198(2)of the CrPGwill proveto be detrimentalto the intrinsic
Indian ethoswhich givesparamountimportanceto the institution and sanctityof marriage.

1 Theapexcourt hadearlieron three separateoccasionsin 1954,1985and 1988,upheldthe constitutionality
of Section497.

Theplea:

1 A pleahasbeenfiled in the Sipreme Court which calledfor the Section497 of the IPCto be scrapped,
contendingit does not treat men and women equally. It contendedthat Section497 was ¢prima facie
unconstitutionalon the groundsthat it discriminatesagainstmen and violates Article 14,15 and 21 of the
Constitutiore @

1 The plea also said the provision alsoindirectly discriminated against womenby holding an erroneous
presumptionthat they arethe property of men.

9 Thepetitioner had also challengedSection198(2) of CrPCwhich dealswith the prosecutionfor offences
againstmarriages
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Way ahead:

1 Many countrieshavedecriminalisedadultery. IPCis the creation of Englandwvhen they ruled over India for
nearly200yearsandit is they who inserted Section497 as a penaloffence.What is more surprisingis that
Englandtself hasdecriminalisecadulteryand doesnot treat it asa criminaloffence!

1 Itishightime that this law is revisitedevenin Indiaand amendedto meetthe presentcircumstancesEither
both of them shouldbe punishale or no one. It cannotbel y & 6 Z#s&h@tihe manaloneshouldbe sent
behind barsfor committing adultery while the woman be held just not liable at all and allowedto escape
unpunishedandunchecked.

Factsfor Prelims:

1 JusticeMalimath Committeereport on reformsin the criminaljustice systemhad suggestednakingsection
497 genderneutral.

2 K| inpdrtant?

1 ForPrelims JusticeMalimath Committee,Section4d97 and 198.
1 ForMains: Whatis Adultery,Sectiord97- needfor revisit.

2. TRAFFICKINGOFPERSONSPREVENTIONPROTECTIONAND
REHABILITATION) BILL 2018

1 Context:Activistshaveappealedto parliamentarianghat the draft anti- traffickinglegislationbe sentto the
Standing Committee. They have appealedto the governmentthat the bill should explicitly state that
consentingadultworkerswill not be penalisedunderthe new law.

Featuresof Bill:

1 It takesinto consideratioraggravatedforms of trafficking. It includesraffickingfor purposeof forcedlabour,
beggingtraffickingof awomanor childfor the purposeof marriageor underthe pretext of marriageor after
marriage trafficking by administeringchemicalsubstanceor hormoneson a personfor the purposeof early
sexualmaturity etc

1 It prescribegpunishmentfor promoting and facilitating trafficking of person It includesproducing,printing,
issuingor distributingunissuedtamperedor fake certificates,registrationor stickersas proof of compliance
with Governmentrequirements,or commitsfraud for procuringor facilitatingacquisitionof clearancesand
necessarglocumentsfrom Governmeniagencies.

1 It dealswith confidentiality of victimsand withessesand complainantsby not disclosingheir identity. It will
be maintainedby recordingtheir statementthrough video conferencing(it will help trans-border andinter-
Statecrimes).

1 It hasprovisionfor time boundtrial and repatriation of the victims. It will be within a period of 1 yearfrom
taking into cognizancelt providesimmediate protection of rescuedvictims and their rehabilitation. The
victimswill be entitled to interim reliefimmediatelywithin 30 daysto addresstheir physicalmentaltrauma
etc. andfurther appropriaterelief within 60 daysfrom the date of filing of chargesheet.

1 It createsdedicatedinstitutional mechanismst District, Stateand Centrallevel. Theywill be responsibldor
prevention, protection, investigation and rehabilitation work related to trafficking. The tasks of Anti-
TraffickingBureauat the nationallevelwill be performedby NationallnvestigationAgency(NIA).

1 Thepunishmentprescribedunderit rangesfrom rigorousminimum 10 yearsto life andfine not lessthan Rs.
1 lakh. In order to break the organizednexus,both at national and international level, it mandatesfor
attachment& forfeiture of property andalsoproceeddor crime.

1 It comprehensivelyaddressedransnational nature of the crime. It entrustsNational Anti-TraffickingBureau
(NATB)to perform functions of international coordination with authorities in foreign countries and
internationalorganizations.

Theopposition:

1 Manyhavespokenout againstthe devastatingeffectsthat the new bill could haveon severalstakeholders
whichincludemarginalisedyroupssuchaschildren,the transcommunityand consentingsexworkers.In fact,
it is claimedthat the bill is essentiallynothing but a veiledattempt to further criminalisesexwork.
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1 Thenew bill includesa clausethat makestransmissioror evenexposureto HIVin an instanceof trafficking
amongoneofthe W! Ivatdtdh T ¥ S yristvéuld davea graveimpacton thosesufferingfrom HIV.

f Consentingexworkerswill be severelyhit by the bill. Thesexg 2 NJ c®mdufitywhichis one of the biggest
stakeholdersn anti-traffickinglegislationhavenot beenconsulted before the drafting of this bill.

f  Thebill makesgivingchemicalsor hormonesto anotherfor their acceleratedsexualmaturityand I 3 3 NJ @

2 T ¥ S galséttat leavesthe trans-communityin alurch.

1 Thenew bill alsoincludeschild victims of trafficking. Childrights activistshave raised concernsabout the
proposed¥ NI K | 6 Xffctildrdnkiy hitytiOnalisingthem, a practicewhichhasoften facedinternational
censure.

Needfor anti- trafficking legislation:

1 More than 300,000childrenwent missingin the country between2012and 2017,governmentdata shows.
Around100,000areyet to be tracedandit isfearedthat manyof them could havebeentrafficked.

1 In2016,for instance,111,569childrenwere reported missing Ofthese,55,944childrenwere tracedbut only
8,132trafficking caseswere reported. Many of these childrenare victims of modern slaveryt forcedinto
prostitution, labouror domesticwork.

1 Theyarealsousedasdrugmulesandevengivenup for adoptionillegally.Povertyandlackof opportunity also
pushesalot of youngwomen,especiallyffrom the interior partsof WestBengal OdishaBiharand Jharkhand,
into prostitution.

91 Despitethe enormity of the problem,Indialacksa singlecomprehensivdaw for humantrafficking.At present,
traffickingis coveredunder half-a-dozenlawsresultingin confusionand poor enforcement.

Way ahead:

1 Thenewlawwill makelndiaaleaderamongSouthAsiancountriesto combattrafficking. Traffickingsa global
concernalsoaffectinga numberof SouthAsiannations.

1 Amongstthem, Indiais now a pioneerin formulatinga comprehensivdegislation UNOD@nd SAAR@ations
arelookingforwardto Indiato take leadby enactingthis law.

2 K| impertant?

1 ForPrelims Keyfeaturesof the Bill.
1 ForMains: Needfor alegislationon anti- trafficking,concerngaisedover the bill.

3. RIGHT OF TEMPLE ENTR

1 Context:Inits first preliminaryobservationon arule barringwomenfrom enteringthe Sabarimalaemplein
Keraladue to biologicalreasonsthe SupremeCourthas
saidwomen have the constitutional right of equal
accesso publicplacesof worshipto pray. Anyrule that »‘?‘
stood in their way would be againstthis right, the apex
courtsaid.

2 K| fheigsue?

1 Womenarenot allowedto enter Sabarimaldemple. The
discrimination is based on physiological reason as
women between the age group of 10-50 undergo
menstruation.

FundamentalRightin question:

1 Canright of womento pray at the placeof their choicebe discriminatedagainstsoldy basedd 2 abiological
factor (menstruation)exclusiveto the female3 Sy R S NE K

f  AllHindushavethe right to enterthe temple anddenyingthemthe right wasakindof & dzy (i 2 dzOWhiclo A
wasabolishedby Article 17 of the Constitution.

1 It alsogoesaganstthe spirit of Articles14,15and?21.
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Observationamade by the Court:

1 Inapublicplaceof worship,a womancanenter, where a man cango.What appliesto a man, appliesto a
woman.

1 Womenand their physiologicalphenomenaare creationsof God. If not God, of nature. Why shouldthis
(menstruation)be areasonfor exclusiorfor employmentor worshipor anything?

1 Atrticle 25(1) mandatesfreedomof consciencendright to practisereligion. & ! gersonsare equallyentitled
to freedomof consciencendthe right freelyto profess practiseandpropagateNB f A BhisreArssright to
prayis a constitutionalright.

1 Also,the Constitutionupholdsthe idealsof liberty of thought, expressionpelief and faith, be it for man or
woman.

1 Thereforethe discriminationis a violation of the rightsto equalityand genderjustice.

2 K| dmpdrtant?

9 ForPrelims Locationof Sabarimaldaemple.
1 ForMains: Templeentry- ban,needfor revival,questionof FRsat stakeandissuesassociated.

4. MAKE CHILD MARRIAGESNVALID

 Context:TheWCDMinistry hasproposedto makechild marriagesit @ 2aBARY A (invialdom the outset).

2 K| ipropdsed?

1 Theministryseeksto amendsection3 of the Prohibitionof ChildMarriageAct, underwhicha child marriage
is only voidableat the option of the contractingparties.

Currentscenario:

1 Currently child marriagesare validin India,but canbe annulledif a caseisfiled in a district court by either of
the two contractingpartieswithin two yearsof becaningan adult, or througha guardianin caseof minors.

f Also,in October2017,the SupremeCourthadruledthat & & S Entkicdursewith a minor wife amountsto
rape, as under no circumstancesan a child below 18 yearsgive consent,expressor implied, for sexual
intercourse.

Background:

1 Thelegalagefor marriagein Indiais 18 for awomanand 21 for aman.

1 Accordingo astudybasedon Censu011,thereare2.3crorechildbridesin the country. TheNationalFamily
Health Survey(NFHSP01516 alsoshowed that 26.8 per cent womenwere married off before they turned
18.

1 Accordingo the NFHR201516, nearlyeightpercentgirlsin the 15-19 agegrouphadalreadybecomemothers
or pregnantat the time of the survey.

Way ahead:

1 If approved,it will amendthe provisionsof the law that allow child marriageso continuetill a caseisfiled in
a district court by either of the two contractingpartieswithin two yearsof becomingan adult, or througha
guardianin caseof minors.

Factsfor Prelims:

1 TheWestBergalgovernment,in June2017,won the prestigiousUN PublicServiceAward for its initiative to
combatchildmarriageandensureeducationto the girl childin the state.

WestBengahasbeenawardedfor the WY | y & It aN& NBirgtidtile $at soughtto reducethe high child
marriageratesandlow femaleeducationratesin the state.

1 Throughthe initiative, cashwasdepositedinto the bankaccountof girlsfor everyyeartheyremainedin school
andwere unmarried.Thisinitiative ledto ad R NJ-reductortn child marriage,increasein femaleeducation
andfemaleS Y L2 6 SNY Sy i ®¢

2 K I inpdrtant?
 ForPrelims WY | y & It NK RIEh@ative, YN PublicServiceAward.
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1 ForMains: ChildMarriage concernschallengesand needfor prevention.

5. WOMENENTREPRENEURBLATFORM(WEP)

1 Context:NITI! | & 2VHofhénEntrepreneurshifPlatform(WEPRNd ShriRamCollegeof Commercg SRCC),
Office of International ProgrammegOIP)Universityof Delhi, had jointly organiseda Two-Day International

conferenceond 9 Y LJ2 ¢\8dwenyFasteringEntrepreneurshiplnnovationand{ dza G I A y'I 6 A f Al &

About the Women EntrepreneurshipPlatform:

1 Aim:Theinitiative is aimedat buildingan ecosystenfor womenacrossindiato realizetheir entrepreneurial
aspiratiors, scaleup innovativeinitiativesandchalkout sustainablelongterm strategiedor their businesses.
Thiswill be donethroughan enablingnetwork of industrycollaborations partnershipsmentorsand peer-to-
peerconnect.

1 Whatit does?Fromprovidinguniqueservicessuchascredit evaluationof womenled startupsby CRISIAnd
potential equity investmentsthrough an INR10 crore fund establishedoy DICEDistricts,the WEPopensup
avenuef growth and opportunity for womenentrepreneurs.

Needfor ecoromic empowermentof women:

1 Economicallempoweredwomen are major catalystsfor development.Thereis greater recognitionof the
positiverelationshipbetweenincreasedeconomicactivity by women andimprovedsocialoutcomes.

 Women often tend to reinvesttheir incomein their O K A f RdNBatiof, Bealth and nutrition. Thishasa
positiveimpacton the potential for economicgrowth.

2 K| inpdrtant?

1 ForPrelims WomenEntrepreneurshigllatform.
1 ForMains: Womenentrepreneurs need,significancechallengesand solutions.

6. SUKANYA SAMRIDDHI YQANA

1 Context:By amendingSukanya Samriddhi Account Rules, About BBBP:
2016 the Union Governmenthas reduced minimum yearly :
deposit required under popular girl child savingsscheme, | { Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP)
Sukany&g&amriddhiyopnato Rs250from Rsl,000earlier. This Schemavaslaunchedn January2015.
hasbeenloweredto enablemore peopleto enjoy benefitsof The scheme isaimed at promoting
this scheme. genderequalityandthe significanceof
What is it? educatinggirl;. ' .
1 The Schemeis targeted atimproving
T SukanysSamriddhiyojana(SSYis a smalldepositschemefor the Child Sex Ratiothrough multi
the girl child launchedas a part of the ¥. BackaoBeti sectoral interventions including
t I R Kcanipa&gn. prevention of gender biased sex
Keyfeatures: selection and promoting 3 A N
education  and her holistic
1 It is currently 8.1 per cent and providesincometax benefit empowerment.
under section 80 C of the Income Tax Act,1961.Eventhe q It isatri-ministerialeffort of Ministries
returnsaretaxfreein the scheme. of Women and Child Development,
1 A Sukany&SamriddhiAccountcan be openedany time after Health & Family Welfare and Human
the birth of a girl till sheturns 10, with a minimum depositof ResourcdDevelopment.

Rs 250(Earlier it was Rs 1,000). In subsequentyears, a
minimumof Rs250and a maximumof Rsl.5lakhcanbe depositedduringthe ongoingfinancialyear.
Theaccountcanbe openedin any postoffice or authorisedbranchesof commercialbanks
Theaccountwill remain operative for 21 yearsfrom the date of its openingor till the marriage of the girl
after sheturns 18.

=A =
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1 Tomeet the requirementof her higher educationexpensespartial withdrawal of 50%of the balance is
allowed after sheturns 18.

What to study?

1 ForPrelims Sukanyé&amriddhiYojana keyfeatures.
1 ForMains: Significancef the schemeandother initiativesfor promotingthe welfare of girl child.

Sukanya Samriddhi Yojna

For a Bright Future of Your Daughter
(A Government of India Initiative)

Special Features :-
£* Bank account can be opened for girl child (maximum two-three accounts can be opened
in case younger siblings are twin girls) up to 10 years of age.
£* Deposit for only 15 years with maturity at 21 years.
£ Facility of 50% payment after 18 years of age.
£* Facility of account closure on marriage after the age of 18 years.
£ Deposit minimum ¥ 1000/- and maximum ¥ 1,50,000/- per year.
2 Highest interest rate amongst all other small savings schemes.
£ Income Tax benefit under section 80C.

For more information, contact the Branch Manager, SBI

7. TRAFFICKING OF PERST5(PREVENTION, PROTEQDN AND
REHABILITATION) BILL 2018

1 Context:TheLokSabhahaspassedhe Traffickingof PersongPrevention Protectionand Rehabilitation)Bill,
2018.TheBill providesfor the prevention,rescue andrehabilitationof trafficked persons.

MINIMUM 7 YEARS IN JAIL

» Bill proposes rigorous

Keyfeaturesof the Bill include:

91 National Anti-Trafficking Bureau: TheBill

provides for the establishment of a for extortion or coercion of

National Anti-Trafficking Bureau to m:mt veim gnrm?;;%mg: L:or
investigate  trafficking cases and | to 10 years, for jailed for 3-7 years
implement provisions of the Bill. The those engaging in » Apart from national
Bureauwill compriseof policeofficers,and = ‘buying or selling’ anti-trafficking bureau,
anyother officersasrequired. It maytake =& person. They bill also proposes
overthe investigationof anyoffenceunder :La;lslo;:hﬁned state-level anti-
the Bill, that hasbeenreferredto it by two trafficking officers
or more states. Further, the Bureaumay: ;ise‘i‘gt?tﬁyo?:glls » Bill spells out
(i) request the state governmentto co- : measures for relief

: - - o - or stores, in any & rehabilitation of victims
operatein the investigation,or (ii) transfer  electronic or printed form, of trafficking, and seeks
the case to the state government for incidents of sexual assault formation of a committee

investigationandtrial, with approvalfrom
the centralgovernment.

1 Functionsof the Bureau: Keyfunctionsof the Bureauinclude: (i) coordinatingand monitoring surveillance
along known routes, (ii) facilitating surveillance enforcementand preventive steps at source,transit and
destinationpoints, (iii) maintainingcoordinationbetweenlaw enforcementagenciesand non-governmental
organisationsand other stakeholdersand (iv) increasinginternational cooperationwith authoritiesabroad
for intelligencesharing,and mutuallegalassistance.

1 State Anti-Trafficking Officers: Underthe Bill, the state governmentwill appointa State Nodal Officer. He
will be responsibléfor: (i) follow up actionunder the Bill, asper the instructionsof the State Anti-Trafficking
Committee and(ii) providingreliefandrehabilitationservices.Thestategovernmentwill alsoappointa Police
NodalOfficerat the state anddistrict levels. Thestate govemmentwill alsodesignateAnti-TraffickingPolice
Officersfor eachdistrict, to dealwith all mattersrelatedto traffickingin the district.

1 Anti-TraffickingUnits: TheBillalsoprovidesfor the settingup of Anti-TraffickingUnits (ATUsht the district
level. ATUswill deal with the prevention, rescue,and protection of victims and witnesses,and for the
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investigation and prosecution of trafficking offences. In districts where an ATU is not functional, this
responsibilitywill be takenup by the local policestation.

1 Anti-Trafficking Relief and Rehabilitation Committee: The Bill provides for the establishmentof Anti-
TraffickingRelief and RehabilitationCommittees(ATCs)at the national, state, and district levels. These
Committeeswill be respongble for: (i) providingcompensatiorto victims, (i) repatriation of victims,and (iii)
re-integrationof victimsin society,amongothers.

1 Searchand rescue: An Anti-TraffickingPoliceOfficeror an ATUcanrescuepersons,if there is animminent
dangerto them. They will be produced before a Magistrate or Child Welfare Committee for medical
examination. Thedistrict ATOwill providerelief andrehabilitationservicedo the rescuedpersons.

1 Protection and rehabilitation: The Bill requires the central or state governmentto set up Protection
Homes. Thesewould provide shelter,food, counsellingand medicalservicego victims. Further,the central
or state governmentwill maintain RehabilitationHomesin eachdistrict, to provide longterm rehabilitation
to the victims. Rehabilitationof victimswill not be dependenton criminalproceedingseinginitiated against
the accusedpr the outcome of the proceedings.The central governmentwill also create a Rehabilitation
Fund,whichwill be usedto setup theseProtectionand RehabilitationrHomes.

1 Timebound trial: The Bill providesfor setting up designatedcourts in each district, which will seekto
completetrial within ayear.

1 Penalties: The Bill specifiesthe penaltiesfor various offencesincludng for (i) trafficking of persons,(ii)
promoting trafficking, (iii) disclosingthe identity of the victim, and (iv) aggravatedtrafficking (such as
trafficking for bonded labour and begging). For example,aggravatedtrafficking will be punishablewith
rigorous imprisonment of 10 years up to life imprisonment, along with a minimum fine of one lakh
rupees. Further,the publishingof anymaterialwhichmayleadto the traffickingof a personwill be punishable
with imprisonmentbetweenfive and 10 years,and a fine betweenRs50,000and onelakhrupees.

Needfor anti- trafficking legislation:

1 More than 300,000childrenwent missingin the country between2012and 2017,governmentdata shows.
Around100,000areyetto betracedandit isfearedthat manyof them couldhavebeentrafficked.

1 In2016,for instance,111,569childrenwere reported missing Ofthese,55,944childrenwere tracedbut only
8,132trafficking caseswere reported. Many of these childrenare victims of modernslaveryt forcedinto
prostitution, labouror domesticwork.

1 Theyarealsousedasdrugmulesandevengivenup for adoptionillegally.Povertyandlackof opportunity also
pushesalot of youngwomen,especiallyfrom the interior partsof WestBengal OdishaBiharand Jharkhand,
into prostitution.

1 Despitethe enormityof the problem,Indialacksa singlecomprehensivéaw for humantrafficking.At present,
traffickingis coveredunder half-a-dozenlawsresultingin confusionand poor enforcement.

What to study?

1 ForPrelims Keyfeaturesof the Bill.
1 ForMains: Needfor anti- traffickinglegislation.

8. CRIMINALLAW (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2018

1 Context:TheLokSabh&éhaspassedhe CriminalLaw(Amendment)Bill, 2018 Themainhighlightof the bill is
that it seeksto amendthe IndianPenalCode(IPC)the EvidenceAct, the Codeof CriminalProcedure(CrPC)
andthe Protectionof Childrenfrom SexualOffences(POCSQAct to introduce a new provisionto sentence
convictsof suchcrimespunishmentof death.

Highlightsof the Bill:
Punishment:

9 It providesfor stringent punishmentincludingdeath penaltyfor thoseconvictedof rapinggirlsbelowthe age
of 12years.
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1 Theminimumpunishmentin caseof rapeof womenhasbeenincreasedrom rigorousimprisonmentof seven
yearsto 10years,extendableto life imprisonment.

1 In caseof rape of a girl under 16 years,the minimum punishmenthasbeenincreasedfrom 10 yearsto 20
years extendableto imprisonmentfor rest of life, whichmeansjail term till the O 2 y @d& YOI & dZNB & ¢

1 Thepunishmentfor gangrape of a girl below 16 yearswill invariablybe imprisonmentfor the rest of life of
the convict.

1 Stringentpunishmentfor rapeof a girl under12 yearshasbeenprovidedwith the minimumjail term being20
yearswhichmaygoup to life in prisonor death sentence Gangrapeof a girl under 12 yearsof agewill invite
punishmentof jail term for the restof life or death.

Speedyinvestigation:

1 Themeasurealsoprovidesfor speedyinvestigationsandtrial. Thetime limit for investgation of all casesof
rape hasbeenprescribedwhichhasto be mandatorilycompletedwithin two months.

1 Thedeadlinefor the completionof trial in all rape caseswill be two months. A sixmonth time limit for the
disposabf appealsin rape caseshasalsobeenprescribed.

Bailrelated provisions:

9 Therewill alsobe no provisionfor anticipatorybail for a personaccusedf rape or gangrape of a girl under
16 years.lt hasalsobeenprescribedthat a court hasto givenotice of 15 daysto a publicproseator andthe
representativeof the victim before decidingbail applicationsin caseof rape of a girl under 16 yearsof age.

Needfor a stringentlaw:

1 Thenumber of reported casesof rapesof childrenincreasedin India by 82%in 2016 comparedto 2015.A
climate of violence socialand economicinsecurity alienation,anda progressivainderminingof the statusof
womenandchildrenseemto havegivenanimpetusto carryout crimesagainstwomenandchildren.

1 Therefore,the legalsystemmust give a clearsignalthat we asa nation considerthe rape of childrenbelow
the ageof 12 asamongthe most heinousof offences.Makingsuchcrimespunishableby capitalpunishment
certainlygivessucha signal.

Isit sufficient?

9 Statisticchavenot beenableto proveor disprovethe efficacyof capitalpunishmentasa deterrent. Whilethe
U.K.hasseenanincreasen murderssince1l965when capitalpunishmentfor murderwasremovedfrom the
statute book, Canadahasnot seenany suchimpactsinceit abolishedthe deathpenalty in 1976.

1 Theunderlyingsocioeconomicconditionsin a societythat causecrimesseemto haveasmuchof animpact
on the increaseor decreaseof crimesasthe law does.

Whatis needed?

1 Itisnotthe severityof the punishmentbut the certaintyanduniformity of it whichwill reducecrime.Evenfor
capitalpunishmentto work asa deterrent, the fairnessof the investigation,the certainty of conviction,and
the speedof the trial arevital.

1 With the policeand judicialindependencebeingunder a cloud, especiallyafter the incidentsin Kathuaand
Unnao,the deterrent value of capital punishmentseemsdiminishedunlesspolice reforms and fast-track
courtsare a part of the package.

Factsfor Prelims:

1 Rajasthamand MadhyaPradeshhave passeda Bill providing for death penaltyto those convictedof raping
girlsof 12 yearsandbelow.

Whatto study?

1 ForPrelims Highlightsof the Bill.
9 ForMains: Needfor suchharshpenalties issuesassociated.
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Paper 1 Topic Population and associatedissuespoverty and developmentalissuesurbanization, their
problemsandtheir remedies.

1. NATIONAL REGISTER OEITIZENS

1 Context:TheSupremeCourthasextendedby amonthits June30deadlinefor the publicationof the final draft
of! a a I Nativdal Registerof CitizengdNRC)

Background:

1 Thefirst draft of the NRCwhichwasreleasedn Januarylisted only 1.9 crore peopleascitizensout of the 3.9
crore peoplewho hadfiled the NRCapplication.

1 TheupdatedNRGwill countonly those as Assancitizenswho canprovetheir residencyon or before March
21,1971.Thismeansthat all thosenot includedin the list run the risk of beingrenderedillegalimmigrants.

What is National Registerof Citizens(NRC)?

1 TheNRGwasintroducedto identify illegal immigrants from Bangladeshand recognisethe Indian citizensin
Assam It wasfirst preparedin 1951and Assamisthe only state havingthis arrangement.

Why the NROs beingupdatedin Assam?

1 NRCupdation basicallymeansthe processof enlistingthe namesof those persons(or their descendants)
whosenamesappearin any of the ElectoralRollsup to 1971,1951NRCor any of the admissibledocuments
stipulated.

Way ahead:

1 Theneedof the hour thereforeis for the UnionGovernmento allayapprehensionpresentlyin the mindsof
the peopleof Assanmandtake stepsto containanyadversefallout after the publicationof the final draft of the
NRC.

1 Atthe sametime, it alsoneedsto spellout whatit intendsto do with the personswhosenamesdo not figure
in the final NRC.
Factsfor Prelims:

1 Assamwhich hasfacedinflux of peoplefrom Bangladestior over manyyearsnow, isthe only state having
anNRC

1 TheNRGuwill be updatedasper the provisionsof TheCitizenshipAct, 1955and TheCitizenship(Registration
of Citzensand Issueof Nationalldentity Cards)Rules2003.
2 K| impertant?

9 ForPrelims NRC.
1 ForMains: Needfor policyon migrants.

2. GUJARAT GOVERNMENTRANTS RELIGIOUS MINRITY STATUS TO JEWS

1 Context:GujaratGovernmenthasgrantedreligiousminority statusto Jewdivingin the state.
Impact:

1 Now,Jewdivingin Gujaratwill getreligiousminority rightsenvisagedn Constitutionof Indiaandvariousacts
andrulesof the state government.

Factsfor Prelims:

1 Guijaratisthird statein Indiato grantreligiousminority statusto Jewsafter WestBengaland Maharashtra

1 TheSynagogududahHyamHallisthe only placeof worshipin Delhifor Jews.

§ Constitutionof India hasnot definedword Wa A y andbrly@efersto Wa A y 2 Bl ifisheaksaRthose
Wo | éngelyionorf |y 3 daid @yBt€df minoritieshavebeenspeltout in Constitutionin detail.

1 Sixreligiouscommunitiesyiz.Muslims,Christians Sikhs Buddhists ZoroastriangParsisand Jainshavebeen
notified in Gazetteof Indiaasminority communitiesby UnionGovernmentall over India.
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Judaism:

1 Judaisnoriginatedin the Middle Eastover 3500yearsago

1 Judaismwasfoundedby Moses,althoughJewstracetheir history backto Abraham.

1 Jewsbelievethat there is only one Godwith whomthey havea covenant.

T Inexchangédor allthe goodthat Godhasdonefor the Jewishpeople,JewishpeoplekeepD 2 Radwaandtry

=A =4 =4 =4 =4

1

to bringholinessinto everyaspectof their lives.

Judaisnhasarichhistoryof religioustext, but the centraland mostimportant religiousdocumentisthe Torah.
Jewishtraditional or oral law, the interpretation of the lawsof the Torah,is calledhalakhah.
Spiritualleadersare calledRabbis.

Jewsworshipin Synagogues.

They follow Hebrew calendar.They have specal thanks giving ceremonyknown asEliyahoeha-Nabiore.
W3 NI doEljateReS NP LIEnSesti@eDccasions.

6 million Jewswere murderedin the Holocausin an attempt to wipe out Judaism.

Jewsin India:

T

The Jewishcommunity in Indiais one amonga large number of groupswho had come from outside the
O 2 dzy inddBrfietritorial bordersandmadelndiatheir home.

Main Jewsgroupsin India:

=A =4 =4 =8 =8 -8 =4

)l
1

CochinJews.
Chennai/Madragews.
Benelsrael.

Baghdadiews.

DelhiJews.

BneiMenashe.
BeneEphraim(Telugulews).

K I impcrtant?

ForPrelims Minority status meaningandrightsunderconstitution, Major Jewsgroupsin India.
ForMains: Significancef Minority statusandthe needfor protection of vulnerablesections.

3. WORLD POPULATION DAY

1 Julyllwas establishedasWorld PopulationDayin 1989by the United Nationsand sincethen it hasbeen
celebratedonthisdateeveryyear. TheUnitedNationsrecognisedVorld Populationdayasanimportantevent
I(r)]esplrsggmformatlon of populationrelatedissuesacross ?';3;11. T A ””é%f ﬂ.‘v‘{rﬁ ,.,ﬁ"' 24

° 2 ?r R s R _,

1 Themefor 2018:World Populationday will run on the f ' L PR AT ‘3‘
themed C | YPlharinidgsaHumanNR Ztislyear. o : CA Za

Aim of World PopulationDay:

1 Almostonthevergeofcompletlngthreedecadesnow the

on issuessuchas overpopulation,under-population and
birth control. Theworld populationis currently peggedat
around? billion andaccordingo UNreportsis growingat a fast pace,adding83 million peopleeveryyear.

Whl- (i i@gortant?

)l
)l

ForPrelims World PopulationDay theme.
ForMains: Populationgrowth andrelatedchallenges.
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4. FAILURE TO EDUCATEIBLS COULD COST WORL$30 TRILLION A YER

1 Context:World Bankhassaidthat Failingto let girlsfinishtheir educationcouldcostthe world asmuchas$30

trillion in lost earningsand productivity annually.

Presentgap:

1

About 132 million girlsworldwide aged6 to 17 do not attend school,while fewer than two-thirds of thosein
low-incomenationsfinish primaryschool,andonly a third finishlower secondaryschool.

Needfor education:

1 Womenwho have completed secondaryeducationare morelikely to work and earn on average nearly
twice asmuchasthosewith no schooling.

1 Ifeverygirlin the world finished12 yearsof quality education lifetime earningsfor womencouldincreaseby
$15trillion to $30trillion everyyear.

9 Other positive impactsof completing secondaryschool education for girls include a reduction in child
marriage,lower fertility ratesin countrieswith high population growth, and reduced child mortality and
malnutrition.

1 Also,womenwho havecompletedsecondaryeducationare at lesserrisk of sufferingviolenceat the handsof
their partnersand havechildrenwho are lesslikely to be malnourishedandthemselvesare more likelyto go
to school.

Way ahead:

1 Thisreport is more proof that we cannotafford to delayinvestingin girls. We cannotkeep letting gender

inequality get in the way of global progress.While we do needto ensurethat of courseall girls complete
primaryschool,that isnot enough.

2 K| inpdrtant?

1
)l

ForPrelims Nothingmuch.
ForMains: WomenEducation need,significancechallengesand efforts by governments.

5. SWACHH SURVEKSHAN GWIEEN 2018

1

Context:UnionMinistry of DrinkingWaterand Sanitation(MDW ShaslaunchedSwachiSurvekshaGrameen
2018(SS@018).

About SwachhSurveksharGrameen:

1 SSGsa rural cleanlinesssurveyto rank all statesand SWACGCHE
districts on basis of qualitative and quantitative SURVEKSHAN @
evaluation. 291§¢ﬁﬁT-Eg~\ R o

1 Theobjective of SSG2018is to undertake ranking of £4 23 - |
states and districts on basis of their performance ,h"-"? -
attained on key quantitative and qualitative Swachh @ -

Bharat MissionGrameen (SBMG) parameters. The ; ~
rankingswill be basedon taking into accountset of 'SwachhA.S;urvelgsh,anU
comprehensiveleanlinesparameters. ' L H . y 5

The criteria of SS&018 includesurvey of public places, OA {i A pe&peétige of cleanliness, their
recommendationsand data from SBMG. As part of it, 6,980 villagesin 698 districts acrossindia will be
covered. It will cover total 34,000 public places namely schools, anganwadis,public health centres,
haat/bazaars/religiouplacesin thesevillages.

Weightage:

1 TheSS@018will assign65%weightageto findingsand outcomeand 35%to servicelevel parametersto be

obtainedfrom IntegratedManagementnformation System(IMIS)of the MDWS.
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Theweightsto different elementsof SSGare direct observationof sanitationin publicplaces(30%)0A G A 1 S

feedbackon sanitationparameters(35%),servicelevel progresson sanitationprogressin the country asper
SBMGMIS(35%).

Survey:

1 TheSS&018will be conductedby independentsurveyagencyin all districtsfrom 1stto 31stAugust2018.1t
will alsotake feedbackfrom over 50 lakh citizenson SBMrelated issueghrough directinteractionaswell as
onlinefeedback.Thetop performingstatesanddistrictsare expectedto be awardedon 2nd October2018.

2 K| dmpdrtant?

9 ForPrelims SSGeurvey criteria.
1 ForMains: SSGsignificance.

Paperl Topic Important Geophysicaphenomena.

1. NEWEST PHASE INEARTG 3 () 34/ 2 9 TERIMEGHRLAY&ZROCK

f Context:Scientistshavecreateda new phasein 9 I NJjel@yicahistory and namedit Meghalayan after a
stalagmite from a cavein the Indian state of Meghalayathat helpeddefine climaticevents4,200yearsago,
markingthe beginningof the phasethat continuestill today.

Thebeginningof Meghalayanage:

1 TheMeghalayamgebeganwith amegaglobaldroughtthat devastatedancientagricutural civilisationdrom
Egyptto China.lt is part of alongerperiod known asthe HoloceneEpochwhichreflectseverythingthat has
happenedoverthe past11,700years.

9 Evidenceof the climatic event hasbeen found in sedimentson all sevencontinents,includingthose from
Meghalaya.

Its uniqueness:

f TheMeghalayanis unique becauseit is the first intervalin 9 I NJgefologicahistory that coincidedwith a
major culturalevent,asagriculturalsocietiesstruggledto recoverfrom the shift in climate.

1 The droughts over a 200year period resulted in human migrations in Egypt, Greece, Syria, Palestine,
Mesopotamiathe Indusvalleyandthe Yangtzeaivervalley.

L Uofbicial:

1 InternationalUnion of GeologicalScienceglUGShasofficially acceptedthe new phase.Besidestwo other
agest the Middle HoloceneNorthgrippianAgeandthe EarlyHoloceneGreenlandiamAget with beginnings
defined at climatic eventsthat happenedabout 8,300yearsand 11,700yearsago, respectively,were also

approvedobythe International Commissiomn Stratigraphywhichisresponsibldor standardisinghe geologic
time scale.

About International Union of GeologicalScienceglUGS):

1 ThelUGSsaninternationalnon-governmentabrganizationdevotedto internationalcooperationin the field
of geology.

9 It is a ScientificUnion member of the International Councilfor Science(ICSU)which it recognizesasthe
coordinatingbodyfor the internationalorganizationof science.

1 UGS romotesandencourageshe studyof geologicaproblems especiallythose of worldwide significance,
andsupportsandfacilitatesinternationalandinterdisciplinarycooperationin the earth sciences.

1 IUGSIs a joint partner with UNESCG@or the International GeosciencdProgramme(IGCP)and they also
participat in the GlobalNetworkof NationalGeopark{GGN).

2 K| inpdrtant?

1 ForPrelimsand Mains: IUGSMeghalayarage,geologicatimeline.
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2. BLOODMOON

What to study?

1 ForPrelims Whatis BloodMoon andhow it occurs,HowLunarEclipseoccurs,Significancef 2018JulyLunar
Eclipse.
1 ForMains: Beliefsassociatedvith Eclipsesn Indiaandtheir analysis.

Whatis LunarEclipse?

f  ALunarEclipse(ChandraGrahan)s whenone O | \sd@ ]
the moon at night becauséits positionis relative to the
sunand earth ensuresthat light R 2 S &aff éhiihe part
of it we cansee.

1 Themoon givesoff no light andis only visiblebecauseit
reflectsthe light of the sun.We only seethe part where
light fallsand thus asthe earthand moon movethrough
their orbits and different amounts of light falls on the
moon,we seedifferent phasesof the moon.

What is BloodMoon?

1 Whenalunareclipse(ChandraGrahan)occurs the Earthcomesbetweenthe sunandmoon, preventinglight
from fallingon the moon.
1  Whenthis happers,the moonappearso glowred andisthus calledthe blood moon.

Why red colour?

1 Thered colouris becausef the waylight travelsthroughthe 9 | NJAtfidghere Sunlightis madeof several
coloursandthey all havedifferent wavelengthsDependingon the way they travel through our atmosghere,
we seedifferent colours.

1 ¢ K I whptie sunandskyhavedifferent coloursduring sunriseand sunset.Bluesand purpleshaveshorter
wavelengthsand scatterin our atmosphere,givingthe sky its inky colour, but reds and orangeshavethe
highestwavelengthsand passthroughour atmospherebeforeit is bent or refractedaroundEarth,hitting the
surfaceof the Moon andmakingit red.

Significanceof July2018LunarEclipse:

1 It wasthe longesteclipseof the 21stcentury. It occurredfor 1 hour 43 minutes.
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GS PAPER Il

Paper 2 Topic Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanismsand

institutions.

1. DELHIVSCENTRESCOBSERVATIONS

1 Context:The SupremeCourtrecently held that the Lt Governorof Delhihasno independentpower to take
decisionsandis bound by the elected3 2 @ S NJ/ addicé.Tih@raling alsolaysdown for the first time clear
guidelinedorthe[ D évaAduct,anddelineateshe powersof the two branchesf the executivein Delhi,which
doesnot havethe statusof a full stateyet electsits own MLAsand government.

Background:

1 Thejudgmentcameon appealsfiled by the NCTgovernmentagainstan August4, 2016, verdict of the Delhi

Supreme/ 2 dzNBséddtions:

Roleof LG:

1 TheL-Gis bound by the aid and advice of the Councilof Ministers.In caseof differenceof opinion,the L-G
shouldstraightawayrefer the disputeto the Presidentfor afinal decision.

f TheLieutenantGovernorshouldactasad ¥ I O A forgtidd go2etdincen the national capitaland not as
ana20aidNHzOGA2yAale d

1 TheLieutenantD 2 @ S N3GAYfp, &ayinghe cannotexercisehis discretionin & S I addeveryY | { o6 N
dailygovernanceHisdiscretionarypowersare in fact limited to only mattersin the StateListt publicorder,
policeand landt overwhichthe legislativepower of the DelhiLegislativeAssemblystand excludedunder
Article239AA.

 TheNCTgovernmentneedonly to inform the L-Gof its & ¢ SREStf A 6 SleLlsionSTRéEgovernmentneed
not obtainhisd O 2 y O dzNid\ekeyyiSstedf day-to-daygovernance.

1 Theelectedgovernmentcould make policieson laws enactedby its own AssemblyTheexecutivepower of

Why Delhicannotbe afull- fledgedstate?

T

Way ahead:

|l

2

)l
)l

K I impcrtant?

HighCourt,whichhaddeclaredthat the L-Ghasd O 2 Y Ldbn8dlofall mattersregardingthe NationalCapital
Territory of Delhi,and nothingwill happenwithout the concurrenceof the L-D ® €

the NCTgovernmentwasco-extensivewith its legislativepowers.

TheSupremeCout followedthe 1987Balakrishnanreport to concludethat Delhiisnot a State. Balakrishnan
report hadenvisagedhat Delhicouldnot havea situationin whichthe nationalcapitalhadd (i g&ernments
run by different political parties. Suchconflictsmay, at times, prejudicethe nationalA y i SNB & (1 ® ¢
Delhiasthe national capital belongsto the nation as a whole. if Delhibecomesa full-fledged State, there
would be a constitutionaldivisionof sovereign/egislativeand executivepowersbetweenthe Unionand the
Stateof Delhi.Parliamentwould havelimited legislativeaccessand that too only in specialand emergency
situations. The Union would be unableto dischargeits & & LISré€spohsibilitiesin relation to the national
capitalaswell asto the nationA 1 & St T ¢ @

L-D Qdle isnot that of a Constitutionafigureheadthoughthe ultimate responsibilityfor goodadministration
of Delhiisvestedin the Presidentactingthroughthe Administrator.However the Administratorhasto takea
somewhatmore activepart in the administrationthan the Governorof a State.

Hence,differencesof opinion would arise between the L-G and the elected government.The report had
recommendedthat the & 0 Szl (i®o€ doing this is to let the L-G refer suchdifferencesof opinion to the
Presidentfor afinal decision.

ForPrelims Roleof LG Article239AA.
ForMains: DisputebetweenLGand Delhigovernment.
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2. UTTARAKHANDHCDECLARE&NIMAL KINGDOMA LEGALENTITY

1 Context:The Uttarakhandhigh court hasdeclaredthe entire animal kingdom, including birds and aquatic
animals, as a legal entity havingrightsof a & f A 33 NEBhgnéode aimsto ensured 3 NB& i ST N
animals.

1 Theentire animalkingdom,includingavianand aquatic ones,are declaredaslegalentities havinga distinct
personawith correspondingights, dutiesand liabilitiesof a livingperson.

Legalentity?

1 Alegalentity meansan entity which actslike a natural personbut only through a designatedperson,whose

acts are processedwithin the ambit of law. Thismeansthe animal kingdom could be representedby a
custodian.

Constitutional status:

)l
)l

InvokingArticle 21 of the Constitution the courtsaid:& ! NJRKobthe&Eonstitution,while safeguardinghe
rights of humans protectslife andthe word W mdaSsahimalg 2 NI R£ ®

Thecourt cited a 2014 SupremeCourtjudgmentto sayany disturbancefrom the & 6 | énvir@hmentwhich
includesall forms of life, includinganimalslife, which are necessaryor humanlife, fall within the meaningof
Article21ofthe/ 2y A G A G dzi A2y ¢ @

Aspart of the judgment, the court hasissuedfollowing directions:

f Createananimal welfare committeein everydistrict of the state.All citizensof Uttarakhandshallbe & LJS N&
in loco paNJB y (inthe placeof a parent). Thisgivesthem the responsibilityto protect animalsand ensure
their welfare.

1 Thecourt alsogavedirectionsrangingfrom the amount of load allowedto be pulled by variousanimalsin
accordancewith the kind of carriege beingpulledto the amountof ridersper carriage.

9 Furtherbanningthe useof spikeor other sharptackleor equipmentonthe animal,the courtalsodirectedthe
state governmentto ensurethat if temperatureexceeds37 degreeCelsiuor dropsbelow 5 degreeCelsius,
no personbe permitted to keepin harnessanyanimalusedfor the purposeof drawingvehicles.

9 Thecourt also went into the aspectof animal safety, highlightingthe need for fluorescentreflectorsin
carriagesandanimals certificatesof unladenweightof vehiclescompulsoryshelterof suitablesizefor horses,
bullocksand stray cattle and a direction to the veterinarydoctorsof Uttarakhandto treat any stray animals
broughtto them or by visitingthem.

1 Thecourt saidasthe cartsdriven by animalshaveno mechanicatlevicesanimatdrawn carriageshaveto be
givenRightof Wayoverother vehicles.

Background:

1 Theordercamein responseo apublicinterestlitigation seekingdirectionsto restrictthe movementof horse
carts/tongasbetween Nepaland Indiathrough Champawadistrict and highlightedthat ailing,infirm andold
horseswere beingabandonedby the ownersin the Indianterritory.

Significance:

9 Thisorderwill goalongwayin buildinga compassionateocietyasit wasillogicalto treat sentientcreatures

asinanimateobjects.

Factsfor Prelims:

1

2 K

)l
)l

Uttarakhandhigh court in March last year accordedthe statusof & f A @y ¢ ®iihé &angaand Yamuna
rivers,a decisionsubsequentlystayedby the SupremeCourt.
| UmPartant?

Fa Prelims Legalentity- meaning.

For Mains: Animal Kingdomas a Legalentity- need, challengesin implementation of the judgment and
solutions.
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Paper3 Topic Parliament and State Legislaturesz structure, functioning, conductof businesspowers&
privilegesand issuesarising out of these.

1. PRESIDENT NOMINATESEOUR MEMBERS TO RAAYSABHA

1 Context:In exerciseof the powersconferredby Article 80 of the Constitutionof India, and on the adviceof
the PrimeMinister, the Presidem of Indiahasmadefour nominationsto the RajyaSabha.

1 Thenominatedmembersare- RamShakalRakestsinha RaghunatiMiohapatraand SonalMansingh.
Nominatedmember of the RajyaSabha:

1 Underarticle 80 of the Constitution the Councilof States(RajyaS@ha)is composedof not more than 250
members,of whom 12 are nominated by the Presidentof India from amongstpersonswho have special
knowledgeor practicalexperiencen respectof suchmattersasliterature, scienceart andsocialservice.

Powersand privileges:

1 Nominated members enjoy all powers, privileges and immunities availableto an elected member of

Parliament.

Theytake part in the proceedingsof the Houseasanyother member.

They,however,are not entitled to vote in the electionof the Presdent of India.

Butin the electionof the Vice-Presidentof India, they havea right to vote.

A nominatedmemberis allowed sixmonths, shouldhe decideto join a political party after he hastaken his

seatin the Housein terms of article 99 of the Constiution.

1 Anominatedmemberhasalsobeenexemptedfrom filing his assetsand liabilitiesunder Section75A of the
Representationof the PeoplesAct, 1951which requiresthe electedmemberto do sowithin 90 daysof his
makingor subscribingbath/affirmation.

1 UnderMPLADShe NominatedMembersof the RajyaSabhamay selectany Districtsfrom any Statein the
Countryfor implementationof their choiceof work underthe scheme.

=A =4 =4 =4

Rationalebehind the principle of nomination:

1 Byadoptingthe principle of nominaton in RajyaSabhathe Constitutionhasensuredthat the nation must
alsoreceiveservicesof the most distinguishedpersonsof the country who have earneddistinctionin their
field of activity, manyof whom maynot like to facethe roughandtumble of the election.

1 Bynominatingthem to RajyaSabhathe Statenot only recognisegheir merit and confershonour on them,
but alsoenablesthem to enrichthe debatesby their expertiseand knowledgethat they havein different
areas.

2 K| dmpartant?

1 For Preims: Article 80, the processof nomination of membersto RajyaSabha,powers and privilegesof
nominatedmembers.
1 ForMains: Rationalebehindthe principleof nomination.

2. NOCONFIDENCEBMOTION

1 Context:The Speakerof Lok Sabha,SumitraMahajanhasadmitted a no-confidencemotion moved by the
oppositionagainstthe rulinggovernment.

How it works?

1 Atleast50 MPswould needto standup and supportthe move.If there are 50 MPsin favour,the motion is
admitted andthe speakerallotsa date for discussioron the motion. Theprime ministeror ministersreplyto
the chargesmade.

1 Themoverhasthe right to reply. After the debate,the speakerputs questionto the houseandascertainghe
decisionof the houseby voicevote or a division.
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Grounds:

A Motion of No-confidenceneednot setout anygroundson | Whatisano-confidencemotion?

whichit is based. Evenwhen groundsare mentionedinthe | § A no-confidence motion is a

noticeandreadout in the House they do not form part of the parliamentarymotion which is moved
no-confidenceMotion. in the Lok Sabhaagainstthe entire
Implications: council of ministers, stating that they
are no longer deemed fit to hold
' Thegovernmentisexpectedto resignif it losesatrust vote. In positionsof responsibilitydue to their
caseits refusesto do so, the Presidenthasthe power to inadequag in some respector their
remove the prime minister. In the history of Indian failure to carryout their obligations.
Parliament,no PrimeMinister hasbeenforcibly removedso | ¢ Ngo prior reasonneedsto be stated for
far. After a governmentlosesa trust vote and resigns, it its adoptionin the LokSabha.

continuesto function, but as a caretakergovernmentwith
almostthe samepowersasit hadbeforethe voting.

f However, a caretaker governmentg 2 dzf Rayellie power to take any major policy decisionssince
Parliamentremainsdissolved A new governmentgetselectedafter the generalelections.

Keyfactsfor Prelims:

1 TheRajyaSabhadoesnot have a procedurefor moving of an adjournmentmaotion, censuremotion or no-
confidencemotion againsthe Government.

1 Rulel98of the Rulesof Procedureand Conduciof Businessn LokSabhdaysdownthe procedurefor moving
a Motion of No-Confidencen the Councilof Ministers.

1 Thereisno mention of a no-confidencemotion in the constitution.

2 K| inpdrtant?

M ForPrelimsand Mains; All about no- confidencemotion.

3. WHAT ISA PRIVILEGEMOTION?

Whatto study?
1 ForPrelimsand Mains: All about Privilegemotion and privilegecommittee, Rafaledeal.

1 Context:The Congresshas submitted a notice to Lok SabhaSpeakerSumitra Mahajan for aprivilege
motion against Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharamanfor allegedly
misleadinghe Houseon the commercialvalueof the dealto buy Rafalefighter jets from France.

What is a privilege motion?

1 Parliamentaryprivilegesare certain rights and immunities enjoyedby membersof Parliament,individually
and collectively, sothat they cand S &ti¥ely dischargetheir ¥ dzy QG A 2 y &4 ¢

1 Whenany of theserights and immunitiesare disregardedthe offenceis calleda breachof privilegeandis
punishableunderlaw of Parliament

Who canmoveit? How?

1 Anoticeismovedin the form of a motion by any membe of either Houseagainstthosebeing held guilty of
breachof privilege.

1 EachHousealso claimsthe right to punish as contempt actionswhich, while not breachof any specific
privilege,are offencesagainstits authority and dignity.

What are the rulesgoverningprivilege?

1 RuleNo222in Chapter20of the LokSabhaRuleBookandcorrespondinglyRulel87in Chapterl6of the Rajya
Sabharulebookgovernsprivilege. It saysthat a member may, with the consent of the Speakeror the
Chairpersonraise a questioninvolvinga breachof privilege either of a member or of the Houseor of a
committeethereof.

1 Theruleshowevermandatethat anynotice shouldberelating to anincidentof recentoccurrenceand should
needthe intervention of the House Noticeshaveto be givenbefore 10amto the Speakeor the Chairperson.
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What is the role of the Speaker/Rajye&sabhaChair?

)l
)l

TheSpeaker/R$8hairpersonsthe first level of scrutinyof a privilege motion. The Speaker/Chaicandecide
on the privilegemotion himselfor herselfor refer it to the privilegescommittee of Parliament

If the Speaker/ChaigivesconsentunderRule222,the memberconcerneds givenan opportunity to makea
short statement.

What is the privilegescommittee?

T

In the Lok Sabha,the Speakernominates a committee of privileges consistingof 15 membersas per
respectiveparty strengths A report is then presentedto the Housefor its consideration.The Speakemay
permit a hal-hour debatewhile consideringhe report. TheSpeakemaythen passfinal ordersor directthat
the report be tabled beforethe House.

Aresolutionmaythen be movedrelatingto the breachof privilegethat hasto be unanimouslypassedln the
RajyaSabhathe deputy chairpersonheadsthe committee of privileges,that consstsof 10 members

4. WEST BENGAL ASSEMBLYASSES RESOLUTIONOTRENAME STATE AS BYGLA

What to study?

T

f Context WestBengalstate assemblyhasunanimouslypassedresolutionto changed (i I GaS&@w. | y

ForPrelimsand Mains: Procedureio changethe nameof statesin India.

in allthree languages, BengaliHindiand English.

Rationalebehind renaming:

T

Thestate governmentfirst proposedthe renamingin 2016.WestBengabarliamentaryaffairsministerPartha
Chatterjeehad then arguedfor the changesayingbureaucratsand politiciansfrom the state often complain
that they are askedto speakat the end of every nationatlevel meeting in Delhi.This was becausethe
& LIS I 1is& AtBu@hmeeting are preparedaccordingto alphabetical order of the statesthey represent If
WestBengaletsthe new name,it will leapfrogfrom bottom of the list to the top of the peckingorder.
Therenaming will help the state appear at the fourth spotafter ArunachalPradesh AndhraPradeshand
Assanin the alphabeticorder of the states.

What next?

1

The name changewill only becomeofficial when resolution gets approvalfrom Union Home Ministry and
Parliamentpassedsill.

Theprocedureof renamingof the state canbe initiated by either the Parliamentor the StateLegislatorandthe
procedureis asfollows:

1.
2.
3.

Therenamingof a staterequiresParliamentarnapprovalunder Article 3 and4 of the Constitution.

Abill for renaminga state maybe introducedin the Parliamenton the recommendatiorof the Presidet.
Before the introduction of the bill, the Presidentshall sendthe bill to the respectivestate assemblyfor
expressingheir viewswithin a stipulatedtime. Theviewsof the state assemblyare not binding, neither on
the Presidentnor on the Parliament

Onthe expiryof the period,the bill will be sentto the Parliamentfor deliberation.Thebill in orderto takethe
force of alaw mustbe passedoy a simplemajority.

Thebill issentfor approvatlto the PresidentAfter the approvalof the saidbill, the bill becomesalaw andthe
nameof the state standsmodified.

Initiation by a State:

1

)l

If anyfreshproposalcomesfrom statesto the HomeMinistry, it will preparea note for the UnionCabinetfor
anamendmentto the Schedulel of the Constitution.

Theweafter, a ConstitutionAmendmentBill will be introducedin Parliament,which hasto approveit with a
simplemajority, beforethe Presidentgiveshisassentto it.
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Paper2 Topic: Functionsand responsibilitiesof the Unionand the States,issuesand challengegertaining
to the federalstructure, devolution of powersand financesup to local levelsand challengegherein.

1. ASSAM NRC EXPLAINED

What to study? WHAT IS NRC?

M ForPrelims Particularsof NRC.

ForMains: Updateof NRGissuesassociatedncludingethicalconcerns. > Unique to Assam, National
l p g Register of Citizens has details

1 Context:Thedraft NationalRegisternf Citizeng(NRC)publishedrecently,  of all citizens in the state
includesonly those able to prove they were in Assambefore 1971.1t  » First prepared by Union
excludesD- voters. home ministry in 1951

Whois a D-voter? > Present NRC meant to
5 5 ] screen illegal immigrants who
1 Shortfor WR dzo ar @ Bz& €rzdhisis alzhteégoryof votersdisenfranchised entered state after March '71.
by the governmentfor allegedlackof propercitizenshipdocuments Some ~ Total applicants: 3.3cr; L4cr

2.48lakhpeoplegot the D-voter tag duringNRCprocess names still being verified;
Final NRC expected by yr-end

Whois a declaredforeigner?

1 D-votersaretried by speciatribunalsunderthe C 2 NB A AnARiNtEe@fail to defendtheir citizenshipclaim
they are markedas declaredforeignersand sent to any of six detention camps,which are within jails for
criminals for deportation.

1 Therewere 91,206declaredforeignersason December31,2017.

Why isNRCheingupdatedin Assam?

9 Officially,the NRQorocesswill addresghe issueof illegalmigrants specificallffrom Bangladesh.
1 TheNational Registerof Citizenswasfirst publishedin 1951 to record citizens,their housesand holdings.
Updatingthe NRCto root out foreignerswasa demandduringthe AssamAgitation(19791985).

Why is March 24,197 1the cut-off date?

1 Therehavebeenseveralwavesof migrationto Assamfrom Bangladeshbut the biggestwasin March 1971
whenthe Pakistararmy crackdown forcedmanyto flee to India.

f  TheAssamAccordof 1985that endedthe sixyearanti-F 2 NB A agjitat®Ndedredupon the midnight of
March24,1971asthe cut-off date.

Whoisacitizenin Assam?

1 TheCitizenshipActof 1955wasamendedafter the AssamAccad for all Indianorigin peoplewho camefrom
Bangladestbefore Januaryl, 1966to be deemedascitizens.

1 Thosewho camebetweenJanuaryl, 1966and March 25, 1971were eligiblefor citizenshipafter registering
andlivingin the Statefor 10 yearswhile thoseenteringafter March25,1971,wereto be deported.

What happensto the excluded40lakh?

1 Theywill haveto file for claimsandobjectionsand submitrelevantdocumentsfor re-verification.

1 TheNRCoffice will issueclaimforms from August7 to 30, and these applicantswould haveto submitthe
formsfrom August30to September28.

1 Thedocumentswill be verified and acceptedor rejectedfor the final NRCQo be publishedon an unspecified
date.

f Thecasesof thoseleft out of the final NRGwill be heardin the C 2 NB A HijuSashaf@r which applicants
canapproachthe HighCourt.
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Paper 2 Topic: Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of
various ConstitutionalBodies.

1.CHIEFJUSTICEOF. $)! !'3 02V 3423/ &

f Context:The ChiefJusticeof India (CJl)is the & Y | Adf tBe\N.2 & (it I$EpéemeCourt has reaffirmed,
decliningto acceptformer law minister Shanti. K dza Ksugge3tionthat the CJlconsult his collegium
colleaguesthe top four judgesafter him in seniority¢in allocatingcasedo variousbenches.

Supreme/ 2 dzNAsédtions:

9 Positionof CJICJlis the masterof roster in allocatingcasesto different benchesand his power cannotbe
delegatedto collegiumcomprisingof CJland four seniormost judges.Althoughthe constitutionis silenton
the / Wtol@ d@sthe masterof the roster, his power is basedon a healthypracticeandd O 2 y @ &iyi¢dat 2
maintainingdisciplineandR S O 2 Ndim¥dbscribedasd T ZaNdgequa & @ €

1 Moral responsibilityof CJI:SChighlightedthat the CJlowesa moral responsibilityto his colleaguesand the
publicat largewhile flexing his powersasWa I 20fiwe2Ng foZiEatecasesd | 6 & RIA delONGrinat 2
be confinedin just one man,the CJI.

1 Qualitiesfor a CJlThecourtlistedsomeof the qualitiesa CIJshouldpossesssthe Masterof Rosterjncluding
balance fortitude, moral courageandindependenceof mind. Also,asthe O 2 dzbidok@spersorit isthe/ WL
duty to usherin andadministerreform asa continuousprocess.

What doesW Y | 20ofitHe NP 4 ihé&hikD

1 Wal fitfeNE a defeidthe privilegeof the ChiefJusticeto constitute Benchedo hearcases.

1 Thisprivilegewasemphasisedn Novemberlastyear,whena Constitdion Bench led by the ChiefJusticeof
IndiaDipakMisra,declaredthat & i Heflusticdsthe masterof the rosterandhe alonehasthe prerogative
to constitutethe Benche®f the Courtandallocatecaseso the BenchesoO2 y & (1 A (1 dzil SR d ¢

1 Itfurther sadthat & y idgecantake up the matter onthis own, unlessallocatedby the ChiefJusticeof India,
asheisthe masterofthe NB & (1 S N3 ¢

1 Theimmediatetriggerfor thiswasadirectionby atwo-judgeBenchthat a petition regardinga medicalcollege
corruption case,involvingan allegedconspiracyto bribe SupremeCourtjudges,be heardby a Benchfo the
five seniormostjudgesof the SupremeCourt.

Concernsassociated:

1 Undoubtedlythe chiefjusticesenjoya specialstatusandthey alone canassignwork to a judgesitting alone
andto the judgessittingin divisionbenchor full bench.Theyhavethe jurisdictionto decidewhichcase will be
heardby whichbench.

9 Ifjudgeswerefreeto choosetheir jurisdictionor anychoicewasgivento themto do whatevercasethey may
like to hear and decide,the machinerywould collapseand the judicial work of the court would ceaseby
generationof internal strife on accountof hankeringfor a particularjurisdictionor a particularcase.

2 K| inpdrtant?

1 ForPrelims CJI appointmentand powers.
1 ForMains: Masterof Roster meaning,concernsandviablesolutions,moral responsibilitief CJI.

2. ARTICLE161 OFTHE CONSTITUTION

1 Context:CabinetapprovesSpecialRemissionto Prisonerson the occasionof 150th Birth Anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi Ministry of HomeAffairswill issueadviceto all Statesand UTsaskingthem to processhe
caseof eligibleprisoners.

What next?

i StateGovernmentand UTAdministrationswill be advisedto constitutea Committeeto examinethe cases.
1 StateGovernmentswill placethe recommendation®f the Committeebefore Governorfor consideratiorand
approvalunderArticle 161 of the Constitution After the approval.the prisonerswill be released.
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What you needto know? Article 161:

1 Article 161dealswith Powerof Governorto grantpardons.etc,andto suspendyemit or commutesentences
in certaincases.

1 It states,the Governorof a Stateshallhavethe powerto grant pardons,reprievesrespitesor remissionsof
punishmentor to suspendremit or commutethe sentenceof any personconvictedof any offenceagainstany
law relatingto a matter to whichthe executivepower of the Stateextends.

DIFFERENGBETWEERARDONINEOWER®FPRESIDENINDGOVERNOR:

The scopeof the pardoningpower of the Presidentunder Article 72 is wider than the pardoningpower of the

GovernorunderArticle 161. Thepower differsin the followingtwo ways:

1 Thepowerof the Presidento grantpardonextendsin casesvherethe punishmentor sentenceis by a Court
Martial but Article 161 doesnot provideanysuchpowerto the Governor.

1 ThePresidentcangrant pardonin all caseswhere the sentencegivenis sentenceof death but pardoning
power of Governordoesnot extendto deathsentencecases.

Sgnificanceof pardoningpowers:

1 Thepardoningpowerof Executivasverysignificantasit correctsthe errorsof judiciary.It eliminatesthe effect
of convictionwithout addressinghe R S ¥ S vy Built grin@baence.

1 Pardonmaysubstantiallyhelpin savinganinnocentpersonfrom beingpunisheddueto miscarriageof justice
or in casef doubtful conviction.

1 The object of pardoning power is to correct possible judicial errors, for no human system of judicial
administrationcanbe free from imperfections.

Way ahead:

1 The processof granting pardon is simpler but becauseof the lethargy of the governmentand political
considerationsdisposabf mercypetitionsis delayed.

1 Therefore,there is an urgent need to make amendmentin law of pardoningto make sure that clemency
petitionsare disposedjuickly.Thereshouldbe a fixedtime limit for decidingon clemencypleas.

2 K| inpdrtant?

1 ForPrelimsand Mains: Pardoningpowersof Governorsandthe President constitutionalprovisionsfeatures,
need,differencesandsignificance.

Paper 2 Topic Statutory, regulatory and various quagudicial bodies.

1. PAYMENTSCOUNCILOFINDIA

1 Context:PaymentgCouncilof India(PCIl)an apexbody representingcompaniesn paymentsand settlement
system hasanew Chairmanin VishwasPatel.

ABOUTPCI:

1 ThePaymentCouncilof Indiawasformed underthe aegisof IAMAIin the year2013cateringto the needsof
the digital paymentindustry.

Functions:

1 The Councilwas formed inter-alia for the purposesof represerting the various regulated non-banking
paymentindustryplayers to addressand helpresolvevariousindustrylevelissuesandbarrierswhichrequire
discussiorandaction.

1 Thecouncilworkswith allits membersto promote paymentsndustrygrowth andto support our nationalgoal
of W/ ltaiL&sLasH 2 O Jasd¥ ® QPopFRin&ncial y Of dedickhifalsddhe VisionSharedythe RBland
Governmenif India.

1 PClworks closelywith the regulatorsi.e. ReserveBank of India (RBI),FinanceMinistry and any similar
government,departments bodiesor Institution to makeW L yaffegstashd 2 OA SG & Qo
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About IAMAL:

1 Thelnternet and Mobile Associationof India [IAMAI] is a youngand vibrant associatiorwith ambitions of
representinghe entire gamutof digital businessesn India.

1 It wasestablishedn 2004 by the leadingonline publishers,but in the last 10 yearshascometo effectively

addressthe challengedacingthe digital and online industry includingmobile content and servicesonline

publishingmobile advertisingonline advertisingecommerceand mobile & digital paymentsamongothers.

It isthe only professionaindustrybodyrepresentingthe online and mobile VASndustryin India.

Theassociationsregisteredunderthe SocietiesActandis a recogrizedcharitableinstitution in Maharashtra.

2 K| dmpdrtant?
1 ForPrelims PCIJAMAI.

=A =

2. KHADI AND VILLAGE INDUSTRIES COMMISSIOXVIC)

1 Context:The Khadiand VillageIndustriesCommissionKVIChas launchedits, in-house developed,single
umbrella e-marketing systemnamed Khadi Institution Managementand Information System(KIMIS).The
systemcanbe accessedrom anywherein the countryfor the saleand purchaseof KhadiandVillagelndustries
products.

About Khadi& Villagelndustries CommissionKVIC):

1 TheKhadiand VillagelndustriesCommission(KVIC]js a statutory body establishedby an Act of Parliament
(Khadiand VillagelndustriesCommissiorAct of 1956).In April 1957,it took overthe work of former All India
Khadiand Village IndustriesBoard.

1 Functionsit isanapexorganizationunderthe Ministry of Micro, Smalland Medium Enterpriseswith regard
to khadiand villageindustrieswithin India,whichseeksto ¢ & LJt gdroyhate, facilitate, organiseand assistin
the establishmentanddevelopmeniof khadiandvillageindustriesin the ruralareasin coordinationwith other
agencieengagedn rural developmentwherevery SOSa & NB ¢

TheCommissiorhasthree main objectiveswhich guideits functioning. Theseare:

1 TheSocal Objectiveg Providingemploymentin rural areas.
1 TheEconomidbjectiveg Providingsalablearticles.
1 TheWiderObjectiveg Creatingseltrelianceamongstpeopleand buildingup a strongrural communityspirit.

2 K| inpdrtant?

1 ForPrelimsand Mains: KVIGandits important functions.

3. HIGHER EDUCATION FINNCING AGENCY (HEFA)

1 Context:The cabinet has approvedthe proposalfor expandingthe scopeof Higher EducationFinancing
Agency(HEFApy enhancingts capitalbaseto Rs.10,000crore and taskingit to mobiliseRs.1,00,000crore
for Revitalizingnfrastructureand Systemsn EducationRISEpy 2022.

Significance:

9 Thiswould enableaddressinghe needsof all educationalinstitutions with differing financialcapacityin an
inclusivemanner.

1 Thiswould enable HEFAto leverageadditional resourcesfrom the market to supplementequity, to be
deployedto fund the requirementsof institutions.

What is RISEsSchemeall about?

1 UnderRISEall centrally-fundedinstitutes (CFIs)includingcentral universities |ITs, lIMs,NITsand ISERgan
borrow from a Rs1,00,000crore corpusoverthe nextfour yearsto expandandbuild new infrastructure.The
initiative aims to step up investmentsin research and related infrastructure in premier educaticnal
institutions, includinghealthinstitutions.
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