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GS PAPER -  I 
 

Paper 1 Topic: Indian culture will  cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture from 
ancient to modern times. 

1. RAMANUJA 

¶ Context: A 216-foot-tall statue of Ramanuja will be built at Hyderabad. When unveiled, it is set to become the 
ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ second tallest statue of a seated figure. 

Facts for Prelims: 

¶ Currently, the Great Buddha of Thailand is the tallest statue, at 302-feet. 
Once the Ramanujacharya statue is unveiled, it will become the second 
tallest, a distinction now held by the Guanyin figure on Mount Xiqiao in 
/ƘƛƴŀΩǎ Guangdong region, at 203 feet. 

About Ramanujacharya: 

¶ He was a Hindu theologian, philosopher, and one of the most important 
exponents of the Sri Vaishnavism tradition within Hinduism. 

¶ His philosophical foundations for devotionalism were influential to the 
Bhakti movement. 

¶ He is famous as the chief proponent of Vishishtadvaita subschool of 
±ŜŘņƴǘŀ. 

¶ He wrote influential texts, such as ōƘņǎȅŀ on the Brahma Sutras and the 
Bhagavad Gita, all in Sanskrit. 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ important? 

¶ For Prelims and Mains: Ramanuja- important works and contributions, Vishishtadvaita. 
Sources: the hindu. 

 

2. INDIA GETS ITS 37TH WORLD UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITE 

¶ Context: In a Remarkable Achievement, India gets its 37th WORLD UNESCO World HERITAGE SITE. The 
decision was taken at the 42nd session of the World Heritage Committee of UNESCO at Manama in Bahrain. 

¶ 37th site: Victorian Gothic and Art Deco Ensemble of 
Mumbai. 

Facts for Prelims: 

¶ This makes Mumbai city the second city in India after 
Ahmedabad to be inscribed on the World Heritage List. 

¶ In the past 5 years alone, India has managed to get 
inscribed seven of its properties/sites on the World 
Heritage List of UNESCO. 

¶ India now has overall 37 World Heritage Inscriptions with 
29 Cultural, 07 Natural and 01 Mixed sites. 

¶ While India stands second largest in number after China in terms of number of World Heritage properties in 
ASPAC (Asia and Pacific) region, it  is overall sixth in the world. 

What is a World Heritage site? 

¶ A World Heritage site is classified as a natural or man-made area or a structure that is of international 
importance, and a space which requires special protection. 

¶ These sites are officially recognised by the UN and the United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation, also known as UNESCO. 



CURRENT EVENTS  

www.insightsias.com  8 

www.insightsonindia.com 

¶ UNESCO believes that the sites classified as World Heritage are important for humanity, and they hold cultural 
and physical significance. 

Background: 

¶ In 1982, the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) announced, 18 April as the ά²ƻǊƭŘ 
Heritage 5ŀȅέ, approved by the General Assembly of UNESCO in 1983, with the aim of enhancing awareness 
of the importance of the cultural heritage of humankind, and redouble efforts to protect and conserve the 
human heritage. 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ important? 

¶ For Prelims: UNESCO WHS- important sites. 

¶ For Mains: Significance and the need for conservation of WHS. 
Sources: pib. 

 

3. MEGHALAYA CELEBRATES BEHDIENKHLAM FESTIVAL 

¶ Context: Behdienkhlam, one of the most colourful 
festivals of the State, was recently celebrated in the 
Jaintia Hills, Meghalaya. 

About the festival: 

¶ Behdienkhlam is a major festival of the people in the 
Jaintia Hills. 

¶ It is celebrated to invoke the gods for a bumper harvest 
and drive away plague. 

¶ It is the ritualistic expression of the relentless struggle of 
mankind to overcome the destructive forces of nature, including diseases, since the dawn of civilization. 

¶ During the festival, decorated and colourful raths are immersed in Ψ²ŀƘ !ƛƴŀǊΣΩ a muddy pool. 

¶ The non-Christian ΨtƴŀǊΩ people who believe either in the traditional faith of ΨbƛŀƳǘǊŜΩ or Hinduism observe 
this festival. 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ important? 

¶ For Prelims: Behdienkhlam, Pnar. 
Sources: the hindu. 

 

4. WORLD SANSKRIT CONFERENCE 

¶ Context: The 2018 World Sanskrit Conference (WSC) is being hosted by the Department of Asian Studies at 
the University of British Columbia in Vancouver, Canada. It is 17th such conference. 

World Sanskrit Conference: 

¶ The World Sanskrit Conference is the premier international forum for 
professional researchers and educators of the Sanskrit language and 
its literatures, and of the history, religion, and cultures of premodern 
South Asia. 

¶ It is convened every three years under the auspices of the 
International Association of Sanskrit Studies. 

About IASS: 

¶ At the 29th International Congress of Orientalists, held in Paris in 
1973, Sanskritists from various countries endorsed the formation of 
the International Association of Sanskrit Studies and drafted its 
constitution. 

¶ The main task of the IASS was agreed to be the organizing of a World Sanskrit Conference at different venues 
around the world. 
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¶ The 1972 International Sanskrit Conference in New Delhi was recognised retrospectively as the First World 
Sanskrit Conference. 

¶ Indologica Taurinensia is the journal of the IASS. 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ important? 

¶ For Prelims: WSC and IASS. 

¶ For Mains: Significance of WSC. 
Sources: pib. 

 

5. RANI-KI-VAV 

¶ Why in News? The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will soon be releasing a new lavender Rs 100 currency note. 
The banknote highlights the rich and diverse cultural heritage of India as it prominently displays a photograph 
of Ψwŀƴƛ-ki-ǾŀǾΩ (The vǳŜŜƴΩǎ Stepwell), 
an 11th century architectural wonder. 

About Ψwŀƴƛ- ki- ǾŀǾΩΥ 

¶ Located in DǳƧŀǊŀǘΩǎ Patan, the 900-
year-old structure is a major tourist 
attraction, a UNESCO World Heritage 
site, and was awarded as the cleanest 
iconic place in India in 2016. It is located 
on the banks of Saraswati River. 

¶ Who built it? It was built by the Solanki 
ŘȅƴŀǎǘȅΩǎ queen Udayamati in the 11th 
century as a memorial to her deceased 
husband Bhimdev I. 

¶ Architectural significance: Rani-ki-Vav 
was built in the complex Maru-Gurjara architectural style. It highlights the sanctity of water as it is designed 
as an inverted temple under the ŜŀǊǘƘΩǎ surface. The central theme is the Dasavataras, or ten incarnations of 
Vishnu, including Buddha. The avatars are accompanied by sadhus, brahmins, and apsaras (celestial dancers). 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ important? 

¶ For Prelims: Location of Rani- ki- Vav, Maru Gurjara architecture, who built it? 

¶ For Mains: Architectural significance. 
Sources: the hindu. 

 

6. NATIONAL CULTURE FUND 

¶ Context: As per the latest data, about Rs. 904.80 Lakhs has been received as part of the Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) under NCF for development Works at Historic Monuments in last 3 yrs. 

About National Culture Fund (NCF): 

National Culture Fund (NCF) was set up as a Trust under the Charitable Endowment Act, 1890 in November 1996 
by the Government, with a view to mobilize extra resources through Public Private Partnerships. 

¶ The National Culture Fund is managed and administered by a council headed by IƻƴΩōƭŜ Culture Minister to 
decide the policies and an Executive Committee headed by Secretary, Culture to actualize those policies. 

¶ The Fund aims at inviting the participation of the corporate sector, non-government organizations, 
private/public sector as well as individuals in the task of promoting, protecting and preserving LƴŘƛŀΩǎ cultural 
heritage. 

¶ All the projects undertaken by the NCF are completed within a specified period, in accordance with an MoU 
signed by NCF with the concerned donor organization. 

¶ The donations/contributions to NCF are eligible for 100% tax deduction under the Income Tax Act, 
1961 subject to the limits and conditions prescribed in the said Section and relevant Rules. 
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What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: NCF- key features. 

¶ For Mains: India cultural Heritage- Significance and the need for promotion, protection and preservation. 
 

Sources: pib. 

 

7. NATIONAL MISSION FOR MANUSCRIPTS (NMM) 

¶ Context: National mission for manuscripts (NMM) has digitized 283 lakh pages of 2.96 lakh manuscripts till  
date. 

About National mission for manuscripts (NMM): 

¶ In 2003, National Mission for Manuscripts (NMM), a Mission mode Project, was launched by the Ministry of 
Culture for documentation, conservation, preservation and digitization of manuscripts. 

¶ The manuscripts documented and digitized by the NMM will be made available to researcher and scholars 
through a Trusted Digital Repository.   

¶ The ultimate object of the Mission is to establish a Digital Manuscripts Repository at IGNCA in which 
researchers and scholars can view and consult the manuscripts to understand our past in its totality. 

What are Manuscripts? 

¶ A manuscript is a handwritten composition on paper, bark, cloth, metal, palm leaf or any other material dating 
back at least seventy-five years that has significant scientific, historical or aesthetic value. Lithographs and 
printed volumes are not manuscripts. 

¶ Manuscripts are found in hundreds of different languages and scripts. Often, one language is written in a 
number of different scripts. For example, Sanskrit is written in Oriya script, Grantha script, Devanagari script 
and many other scripts. 

¶ Manuscripts are distinct from historical records such as epigraphs on rocks, firmans, revenue records which 
provide direct information on events or processes in history. Manuscripts have knowledge content. 

Background: 

¶ India possesses an estimate of ten million manuscripts, probably the largest collection in the world. 

¶ These cover a variety of themes, textures and aesthetics, scripts, languages, calligraphies, illuminations and 
illustrations. 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: NMM- objectives. 

¶ For Mains: Need for Protection of Manuscripts. 
 

Sources: pib. 

 

Paper 1 Topic: The Freedom Struggle ɀ its various stages and important contributors /contributions from 

different parts of the country. 

1. 100TH YEAR OF MONTFORD REFORM 

¶ Context: This month marks the 100th year of the publication of the ΨwŜǇƻǊǘ on Indian Constitutional wŜŦƻǊƳǎΩΣ 
commonly known as the Montagu-Chelmsford Report (MCR). Edwin Montagu was the Secretary of State for 
India. Lord Chelmsford was the Viceroy of India. 

Features of the Act: 

¶ It relaxed the central control over the provinces by demarcating and separating the central and provincial 
subjects. The central and provincial legislatures were authorised to make laws on their respective list of 
subjects. However, the structure of government continued to be centralised and unitary. 

¶ It further divided the provincial subjects into two partsτtransferred and reserved. The transferred subjects 
were to be administered by the governor with the aid of ministers responsible to the legislative Council. The 
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reserved subjects, on the other hand, were to be 
administered by the governor and his executive council 
without being responsible to the legislative Council. This dual 
scheme of governance was known as ΨŘȅŀǊŎƘȅΩτa term 
derived from the Greek word di-arche which means double 
rule. However, this experiment was largely unsuccessful. 

¶ It introduced, for the first time, bicameralism. Thus, the 
Indian Legislative Council was replaced by a bicameral 
legislature consisting of an Upper House (Council of State) 
and a Lower House (Legislative Assembly). The majority of 
members of both the Houses were chosen by direct election. 

¶ It required that the three of the six members of the ±ƛŎŜǊƻȅΩǎ 
executive Council (other than the commander-in-chief) were 
to be Indian. 

¶ It extended the principle of communal representation by 
providing separate electorates for Sikhs, Indian Christians, 
Anglo-Indians and Europeans. It granted franchise to a 
limited number of people on the basis of property, tax or education. 

¶ It created a new office of the High Commissioner for India in London and transferred to him some of the 
functions hitherto performed by the Secretary of State for India. 

¶ It provided for the establishment of a public service commission. Hence, a Central Public Service Commission 
was set up in 1926 for recruiting civil servants. 

¶ It separated, for the first time, provincial budgets from the Central budget and authorised the provincial 
legislatures to enact their budgets. 

¶ It provided for the appointment of a statutory commission to inquire into and report on its working after ten 
years of its coming into force. 

How was it  received by Indians? 

¶ The 1919 reforms did not satisfy political demands in India. The British repressed opposition, and restrictions 
on the press and on movement were re-enacted through the Rowlatt Acts introduced in 1919. The act allowed 
certain political cases to be tried without juries and permitted internment of suspects without trial. 

¶ These measures were rammed through the Legislative Council with the unanimous opposition of the Indian 
members. Several members of the council including Jinnah resigned in protest. These measures were widely 
seen throughout India of the betrayal of strong support given by the population for the British war effort. 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims and Mains: Features and significance of 1919 Act. 
Sources: the hindu. 

 

Paper 1 Topic: Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism. 

1. NELSON MANDELA INTERNATIONAL DAY 

¶ Context: Nelson Mandela International Day 2018 
marks 100 years since the birth of Nelson Mandela 
(18 July 1918). 

What is Nelson Mandela International Day? 

¶ Nelson Mandela International Day is a global event 
held annually to honor former South African 
president and anti-apartheid activist Nelson 
Mandela. 

¶ The event started after the Nelson Mandela 
Foundation and 46664, a concert series that 
benefits AIDS victims referencing aŀƴŘŜƭŀΩǎ 

Magna Carta of Modern India: 

¶ The 1919 Act went on to become the 
basis for the Government of India Act, 
1919 and 1935, and, ultimately, the 
Constitution. 

¶ The key principles of responsible 
government, self-governance and 
federal structure grew out of these 
reforms. 

¶ The Act on Indian constitutional 
reforms along with the Montagu 
Declaration are, thus, worthy claimants 
of the title of the Magna Carta of 
Modern India. 
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prison number 46664, first proposed the idea of a worldwide day honoring the work and legacy of Nelson 
Mandela in April 2009. 

¶ The first Mandela Day was held on aŀƴŘŜƭŀΩǎ 91st birthday on July 18, 2009 to promote volunteering and 
community service, being marked worldwide with community service events, art exhibits, fundraisers and a 
concert at Radio City Music Hall in New York City. 

¶ The United Nations soon took interest and supported the idea of a global day honoring Mandela, declaring in 
November 2009 the marking of July 18 as Nelson Mandela International Day. 

Who was Nelson Mandela? 

¶ Nelson Mandela was the former President of South Africa as well as an anti-apartheid activist, philanthropist 
and political leader. 

¶ Mandela emerged as a key leader in the resistance to racist apartheid laws, being arrested multiple times and 
later being sentenced to life in prison in 1964 after being trialed for conspiring to overthrow the government. 

¶ Amid growing pressure both internally and throughout the world, the South African government finally 
released Mandela after 27 years in 1990. He soon worked alongside President F.W. de Klerk to dismantle the 
apartheid regime in 1991 and usher in the peaceful 1994 general election in which he was elected as the 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ new president. 

¶ During his presidency from May 1994 to June 1999, Mandela worked to promote racial reconciliation, fight 
poverty and expand healthcare for all South Africans. After leaving office, he remained active in many 
philanthropic efforts throughout the world, particularly ending the HIV/AIDS crisis and reducing poverty. 

¶ For his efforts promoting social justice, democracy and peace, he was awarded dozens of prestigious 
accolades, including the Nobel Peace Prize and the U.S. Presidential Medal of Freedom. 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ important? 

¶ For Prelims: Mandela Day. 

¶ For Mains: Nelson Mandela- legacy and achievements. 
Sources: toi. 

 

2. ISRAEL ADOPTS JEWISH NATION-STATE LAW 

¶ Context: LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ parliament has adopted a law defining the country as the nation state of the Jewish people, 
provoking fears it could lead to blatant discrimination against Arab citizens. 

The Nationality Bill: 

¶ The law speaks of Israel as the historic homeland of the Jews and says they have a άǳƴƛǉǳŜέ right to self-
determination there. 

¶ The legislation makes Hebrew the ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ national language and defines the establishment of Jewish 
communities as being in the national interest. 

¶ Arabic, previously considered an official language, was granted only special status. 

¶ It also establishes the flag, the national symbol and anthem. 

¶ The legislation becomes part of the ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ basic laws, which serve as a de facto constitution. 

Concerns: 

¶ Critics say the law is άǊŀŎƛǎǘέ and it  legalises άŀǇŀǊǘƘŜƛŘέ. The passage of the law continues LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ rightward 
shift in recent years amid frustration with failed peace agreements with the Palestinians and steady growth in 
settlement building in the occupied West Bank. 

¶ Arab Muslims are also concerned. Israel is currently home to 1.8 million Arab Muslims, roughly 20 percent of 
its population, who have lived here since the creation of the independent nation state. They speak and study 
in the language most widely spoken across the region, by Muslims, Christians and Jews alike. 

Why was this law created? 

¶ The question of LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ status as a Jewish state is politically controversial and has long been debated. Before 
now, it has not been enshrined in law. 

¶ Some Israeli Jewish politicians consider that the founding principles of LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ creation, as a state for Jews in 
their ancient homeland, are under threat and could become less relevant, or obsolete, in the future. 
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¶ Fears over the high birth-rate of Israeli Arabs, as well as possible alternatives to a two-state solution to the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict which could challenge LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ Jewish majority, have spurred on calls to anchor the 
Jewishness of Israel in law. 

Analysis: 

¶ For a country that prides itself on being the only strong and stable democracy in a region surrounded by 
dictators, monarchs and other authoritarian rulers inimical to its existence, this legislation changes that very 
character. 

¶ Reducing the status of minorities further is only likely to fuel tensions in one of the most volatile regions in the 
world. After all, both Jewish national consciousness and Arab nationalism fuel each other. 

Facts for Prelims: 

¶ Israel has no constitution but instead passed over time a series of Basic Laws which have constitutional status. 
The nation state law is the 14th such basic law. (Source: BBC). 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ important? 

¶ For Prelims: LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ basic laws. 

¶ For Mains: Declaration of Jewish state- concerns and analysis. 
Sources: toi. 

 

Paper 1 Topicȡ 2ÏÌÅ ÏÆ ×ÏÍÅÎ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ. 

1. SECTION 497 OF THE IPC 

¶ Context: Opposing a plea which called for the Section 497 of the IPC to be scrapped, the Centre recently told 
the Supreme Court that adultery must remain a punishable offence to protect the sanctity of marriage. 

What is Section 497? 

¶ Section 497 of the 158-year-old IPC says, ά²ƘƻŜǾŜǊ has sexual intercourse with a person who is and whom he 
knows or has reason to believe to be the wife of another man, without the consent or connivance of that man, 
such sexual intercourse not amounting to the offence of rape, is guilty of the offence of adultery, and shall be 
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to five years, or with fine, or 
with both. In such case the wife shall not be punishable as an ŀōŜǘǘƻǊΦέ 

Why Section 497 should not be scrapped? 

¶ The provisions of law, under challenge in the present writ, have been specifically created by the legislature in 
its wisdom, to protect and safeguard the sanctity of marriage, keeping in mind the unique structure and 
culture of the Indian society. 

¶ Striking down Section 497 which provides for punishment only to a man for having extra-marital sexual ties 
with the wife of another man, will destroy the institution of marriage. 

¶ Striking down section 497 of IPC and Section 198(2) of the CrPC will prove to be detrimental to the intrinsic 
Indian ethos which gives paramount importance to the institution and sanctity of marriage. 

¶ The apex court had earlier on three separate occasions, in 1954, 1985 and 1988, upheld the constitutionality 
of Section 497. 

The plea: 

¶ A plea has been filed in the Supreme Court which called for the Section 497 of the IPC to be scrapped, 
contending it does not treat men and women equally. It contended that Section 497 was άprima facie 
unconstitutional on the grounds that it  discriminates against men and violates Article 14, 15 and 21 of the 
ConstitutionέΦ 

¶ The plea also said the provision also indirectly discriminated against women by holding an erroneous 
presumption that they are the property of men. 

¶ The petitioner had also challenged Section 198(2) of CrPC, which deals with the prosecution for offences 
against marriages. 
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Way ahead: 

¶ Many countries have decriminalised adultery. IPC is the creation of England when they ruled over India for 
nearly 200 years and it is they who inserted Section 497 as a penal offence. What is more surprising is that 
England itself has decriminalised adultery and does not treat it as a criminal offence! 

¶ It is high time that this law is revisited even in India and amended to meet the present circumstances. Either 
both of them should be punishable or no one. It cannot be ŀƴȅōƻŘȅΩǎ case that the man alone should be sent 
behind bars for committing adultery while the woman be held just not liable at all and allowed to escape 
unpunished and unchecked. 

Facts for Prelims: 

¶ Justice Malimath Committee report on reforms in the criminal justice system had suggested making section 
497 gender-neutral. 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ important? 

¶ For Prelims: Justice Malimath Committee, Section 497 and 198. 

¶ For Mains: What is Adultery, Section 497- need for revisit. 
Sources: the hindu. 

 

2. TRAFFICKING OF PERSONS (PREVENTION, PROTECTION AND 

REHABILITATION) BILL 2018  

¶ Context: Activists have appealed to parliamentarians that the draft anti- trafficking legislation be sent to the 
Standing Committee. They have appealed to the government that the bill should explicitly state that 
consenting adult workers will not be penalised under the new law. 

Features of Bill: 

¶ It takes into consideration aggravated forms of trafficking. It includes trafficking for purpose of forced labour, 
begging, trafficking of a woman or child for the purpose of marriage or under the pretext of marriage or after 
marriage, trafficking by administering chemical substance or hormones on a person for the purpose of early 
sexual maturity etc 

¶ It prescribes punishment for promoting and facilitating trafficking of person. It includes producing, printing, 
issuing or distributing unissued, tampered or fake certificates, registration or stickers as proof of compliance 
with Government requirements, or commits fraud for procuring or facilitating acquisition of clearances and 
necessary documents from Government agencies. 

¶ It deals with confidentiality of victims and witnesses and complainants by not disclosing their identity. It will 
be maintained by recording their statement through video conferencing (it will help trans-border and inter-
State crimes). 

¶ It has provision for time bound trial  and repatriation of the victims. It will be within a period of 1 year from 
taking into cognizance. It provides immediate protection of rescued victims and their rehabilitation. The 
victims will be entitled to interim relief immediately within 30 days to address their physical, mental trauma 
etc. and further appropriate relief within 60 days from the date of filing of charge sheet. 

¶ It creates dedicated institutional mechanisms at District, State and Central level. They will be responsible for 
prevention, protection, investigation and rehabilitation work related to trafficking. The tasks of Anti-
Trafficking Bureau at the national level will be performed by National Investigation Agency (NIA). 

¶ The punishment prescribed under it ranges from rigorous minimum 10 years to life and fine not less than Rs. 
1 lakh. In order to break the organized nexus, both at national and international level, it mandates for 
attachment & forfeiture of property and also proceeds for crime. 

¶ It comprehensively addresses transnational nature of the crime. It entrusts National Anti-Trafficking Bureau 
(NATB) to perform functions of international coordination with authorities in foreign countries and 
international organizations. 

The opposition: 

¶ Many have spoken out against the devastating effects that the new bill could have on several stakeholders 
which include marginalised groups such as children, the trans community and consenting sex-workers. In fact, 
it is claimed that the bill is essentially nothing but a veiled attempt to further criminalise sex work. 
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¶ The new bill includes a clause that makes transmission or even exposure to HIV in an instance of trafficking 
among one of the Ψ!ƎƎǊŀvated hŦŦŜƴŎŜǎΩΦ This would have a grave impact on those suffering from HIV. 

¶ Consenting sex workers will be severely hit by the bill. The sex ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎΩ community which is one of the biggest 
stakeholders in anti-trafficking legislation have not been consulted before the drafting of this bill. 

¶ The bill makes giving chemicals or hormones to another for their accelerated sexual maturity an άŀƎƎǊŀǾŀǘŜŘ 
ƻŦŦŜƴŎŜέΣ a clause that leaves the trans-community in a lurch. 

¶ The new bill also includes child victims of trafficking. Child rights activists have raised concerns about the 
proposed ΨǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǘƛƻƴΩ of children by institutionalising them, a practice which has often faced international 
censure. 

Need for anti- trafficking legislation: 

¶ More than 300,000 children went missing in the country between 2012 and 2017, government data shows. 
Around 100,000 are yet to be traced and it is feared that many of them could have been trafficked. 

¶ In 2016, for instance, 111,569 children were reported missing. Of these, 55,944 children were traced but only 
8,132 trafficking cases were reported. Many of these children are victims of modern slavery τ forced into 
prostitution, labour or domestic work. 

¶ They are also used as drug mules and even given up for adoption illegally. Poverty and lack of opportunity also 
pushes a lot of young women, especially from the interior parts of West Bengal, Odisha, Bihar and Jharkhand, 
into prostitution. 

¶ Despite the enormity of the problem, India lacks a single comprehensive law for human trafficking. At present, 
trafficking is covered under half-a-dozen laws resulting in confusion and poor enforcement. 

Way ahead: 

¶ The new law will make India a leader among South Asian countries to combat trafficking. Trafficking is a global 
concern also affecting a number of South Asian nations. 

¶ Amongst them, India is now a pioneer in formulating a comprehensive legislation. UNODC and SAARC nations 
are looking forward to India to take lead by enacting this law. 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ important? 

¶ For Prelims: Key features of the Bill. 

¶ For Mains: Need for a legislation on anti- trafficking, concerns raised over the bill. 
Sources: the hindu. 

 

3. RIGHT OF TEMPLE ENTRY 

¶ Context: In its first preliminary observations on a rule barring women from entering the Sabarimala temple in 
Kerala due to biological reasons, the Supreme Court has 
said women have the constitutional right of equal 
access to public places of worship to pray. Any rule that 
stood in their way would be against this right, the apex 
court said. 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ the issue? 

¶ Women are not allowed to enter Sabarimala temple. The 
discrimination is based on physiological reason as 
women between the age group of 10-50 undergo 
menstruation. 

Fundamental Right in question: 

¶ Can right of women to pray at the place of their choice be discriminated against solely based άƻƴ a biological 
factor (menstruation) exclusive to the female ƎŜƴŘŜǊέΚ 

¶ All Hindus have the right to enter the temple and denying them the right was a kind of άǳƴǘƻǳŎƘŀōƛƭƛǘȅέ which 
was abolished by Article 17 of the Constitution. 

¶ It also goes against the spirit of Articles 14, 15 and 21. 
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Observations made by the Court: 

¶ In a public place of worship, a woman can enter, where a man can go. What applies to a man, applies to a 
woman. 

¶ Women and their physiological phenomena are creations of God. If not God, of nature. Why should this 
(menstruation) be a reason for exclusion for employment or worship or anything? 

¶ Article 25 (1) mandates freedom of conscience and right to practise religion. ά!ƭƭ persons are equally entitled 
to freedom of conscience and the right freely to profess, practise and propagate ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴέΦ This means right to 
pray is a constitutional right. 

¶ Also, the Constitution upholds the ideals of liberty of thought, expression, belief and faith, be it  for man or 
woman. 

¶ Therefore, the discrimination is a violation of the rights to equality and gender justice. 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ important? 

¶ For Prelims: Location of Sabarimala temple. 

¶ For Mains: Temple entry- ban, need for revival, question of FRs at stake and issues associated. 
Sources: the hindu. 

 

4. MAKE CHILD MARRIAGES INVALID 

¶ Context: The WCD Ministry has proposed to make child marriages άǾƻƛŘ ab ƛƴƛǘƛƻέ (invalid from the outset). 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ proposed? 

¶ The ministry seeks to amend section 3 of the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, under which a child marriage 
is only voidable at the option of the contracting parties. 

Current scenario: 

¶ Currently, child marriages are valid in India, but can be annulled if a case is filed in a district court by either of 
the two contracting parties within two years of becoming an adult, or through a guardian in case of minors. 

¶ Also, in October 2017, the Supreme Court had ruled that άǎŜȄǳŀƭ intercourse with a minor wife amounts to 
rape, as under no circumstances can a child below 18 years give consent, express or implied, for sexual 
intercourse. 

Background: 

¶ The legal age for marriage in India is 18 for a woman and 21 for a man. 

¶ According to a study based on Census 2011, there are 2.3 crore child brides in the country. The National Family 
Health Survey (NFHS) 2015-16 also showed that 26.8 per cent women were married off before they turned 
18. 

¶ According to the NFHS 2015-16, nearly eight per cent girls in the 15-19 age group had already become mothers 
or pregnant at the time of the survey. 

Way ahead: 

¶ If approved, it will amend the provisions of the law that allow child marriages to continue till  a case is filed in 
a district court by either of the two contracting parties within two years of becoming an adult, or through a 
guardian in case of minors. 

Facts for Prelims: 

¶ The West Bengal government, in June 2017, won the prestigious UN Public Service Award for its initiative to 
combat child marriage and ensure education to the girl child in the state. 

¶ West Bengal has been awarded for the ΨYŀƴȅŀǎƘǊŜŜ tǊŀƪŀƭǇŀΨ initiative that sought to reduce the high child 
marriage rates and low female education rates in the state. 

¶ Through the initiative, cash was deposited into the bank account of girls for every year they remained in school 
and were unmarried. This initiative led to a άŘǊŀǎǘƛŎ reduction in child marriage, increase in female education 
and female ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊƳŜƴǘΦέ 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ important? 

¶ For Prelims: ΨYŀƴȅŀǎƘǊŜŜ tǊŀƪŀƭǇŀΨ initiative, UN Public Service Award. 
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¶ For Mains: Child Marriage- concerns, challenges and need for prevention. 
Sources: the hindu. 

 

5. WOMEN ENTREPRENEURS PLATFORM (WEP) 

¶ Context: NITI !ŀȅƻƎΩǎ Women Entrepreneurship Platform(WEP) and Shri Ram College of Commerce (SRCC), 
Office of International Programmes (OIP) University of Delhi, had jointly organised a Two-Day International 
conference on ά9ƳǇƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ Women: Fostering Entrepreneurship, Innovation and {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅέΦ 

About the Women Entrepreneurship Platform: 

¶ Aim: The initiative is aimed at building an ecosystem for women across India to realize their entrepreneurial 
aspirations, scale-up innovative initiatives and chalk-out sustainable, long-term strategies for their businesses. 
This will be done through an enabling network of industry collaborations, partnerships, mentors and peer-to-
peer connect. 

¶ What it  does? From providing unique services such as credit evaluation of women-led startups by CRISIL and 
potential equity investments through an INR 10 crore fund established by DICE Districts, the WEP opens up 
avenues of growth and opportunity for women entrepreneurs. 

Need for economic empowerment of women: 

¶ Economically empowered women are major catalysts for development. There is greater recognition of the 
positive relationship between increased economic activity by women and improved social outcomes. 

¶ Women often tend to reinvest their income in their ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ education, health and nutrition. This has a 
positive impact on the potential for economic growth. 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ important? 

¶ For Prelims: Women Entrepreneurship Platform. 

¶ For Mains: Women entrepreneurs- need, significance, challenges and solutions. 
Sources: the hindu. 

 

6. SUKANYA SAMRIDDHI YOJANA 

¶ Context: By amending Sukanya Samriddhi Account Rules, 
2016, the Union Government has reduced minimum yearly 
deposit required under popular girl child savings scheme, 
Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana to Rs 250 from Rs 1,000 earlier. This 
has been lowered to enable more people to enjoy benefits of 
this scheme. 

What is it? 

¶ Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana (SSY) is a small deposit scheme for 
the girl child launched as a part of the Ψ.Ŝǘƛ Bachao Beti 
tŀŘƘŀƻΩ campaign. 

Key features: 

¶ It is currently 8.1 per cent and provides income-tax benefit 
under section 80 C of the Income Tax Act,1961. Even the 
returns are tax free in the scheme. 

¶ A Sukanya Samriddhi Account can be opened any time after 
the birth of a girl til l she turns 10, with a minimum deposit of 
Rs 250 (Earlier it was Rs 1,000). In subsequent years, a 
minimum of Rs 250 and a maximum of Rs 1.5 lakh can be deposited during the ongoing financial year. 

¶ The account can be opened in any post office or authorised branches of commercial banks. 

¶ The account will remain operative for 21 years from the date of its opening or till  the marriage of the girl 
after she turns 18. 

About BBBP: 

¶ Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP) 
Scheme was launched in January, 2015. 
The scheme is aimed at promoting 
gender equality and the significance of 
educating girls. 

¶ The Scheme is targeted at improving 
the Child Sex Ratio through multi 
sectoral interventions including 
prevention of gender biased sex 
selection and promoting ƎƛǊƭǎΩ 
education and her holistic 
empowerment. 

¶ It is a tri-ministerial effort of Ministries 
of Women and Child Development, 
Health & Family Welfare and Human 
Resource Development. 



CURRENT EVENTS  

www.insightsias.com  18 

www.insightsonindia.com 

¶ To meet the requirement of her higher education expenses, partial withdrawal of 50% of the balance is 
allowed after she turns 18. 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana- key features. 

¶ For Mains: Significance of the scheme and other initiatives for promoting the welfare of girl child. 

 
 

Sources: the hindu. 

 

7. TRAFFICKING OF PERSONS (PREVENTION, PROTECTION AND 

REHABILITATION) BILL 2018  

¶ Context: The Lok Sabha has passed the Trafficking of Persons (Prevention, Protection and Rehabilitation) Bill, 
2018. The Bill provides for the prevention, rescue, and rehabilitation of trafficked persons. 

Key features of the Bill include: 

¶ National Anti-Trafficking Bureau:  The Bill 
provides for the establishment of a 
National Anti-Trafficking Bureau to 
investigate trafficking cases and 
implement provisions of the Bill.  The 
Bureau will comprise of police officers, and 
any other officers as required.  It may take 
over the investigation of any offence under 
the Bill, that has been referred to it by two 
or more states.  Further, the Bureau may: 
(i) request the state government to co-
operate in the investigation, or (ii) transfer 
the case to the state government for 
investigation and trial, with approval from 
the central government. 

¶ Functions of the Bureau:  Key functions of the Bureau include: (i) coordinating and monitoring surveillance 
along known routes, (ii) facilitating surveillance, enforcement and preventive steps at source, transit and 
destination points, (iii) maintaining coordination between law enforcement agencies and non-governmental 
organisations and other stakeholders, and (iv) increasing international cooperation with authorities abroad 
for intelligence sharing, and mutual legal assistance. 

¶ State Anti-Trafficking Officers:  Under the Bill, the state government will appoint a State Nodal Officer.  He 
will be responsible for: (i) follow up action under the Bill, as per the instructions of the State Anti-Trafficking 
Committee, and (ii) providing relief and rehabilitation services.  The state government will also appoint a Police 
Nodal Officer at the state and district levels.  The state government will also designate Anti-Trafficking Police 
Officers for each district, to deal with all matters related to trafficking in the district. 

¶ Anti-Trafficking Units:  The Bill also provides for the setting up of Anti-Trafficking Units (ATUs) at the district 
level.  ATUs will deal with the prevention, rescue, and protection of victims and witnesses, and for the 
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investigation and prosecution of trafficking offences.  In districts where an ATU is not functional, this 
responsibility will be taken up by the local police station. 

¶ Anti-Trafficking Relief and Rehabilitation Committee:  The Bill provides for the establishment of Anti-
Trafficking Relief and Rehabilitation Committees (ATCs) at the national, state, and district levels.  These 
Committees will be responsible for: (i) providing compensation to victims, (ii) repatriation of victims, and (iii) 
re-integration of victims in society, among others. 

¶ Search and rescue:  An Anti-Trafficking Police Officer or an ATU can rescue persons, if there is an imminent 
danger to them.  They will be produced before a Magistrate or Child Welfare Committee for medical 
examination.  The district ATC will provide relief and rehabilitation services to the rescued persons. 

¶ Protection and rehabilitation:  The Bill requires the central or state government to set up Protection 
Homes.  These would provide shelter, food, counselling, and medical services to victims.  Further, the central 
or state government will maintain Rehabilitation Homes in each district, to provide long-term rehabilitation 
to the victims.  Rehabilitation of victims will not be dependent on criminal proceedings being initiated against 
the accused, or the outcome of the proceedings.  The central government will also create a Rehabilitation 
Fund, which will be used to set up these Protection and Rehabilitation Homes. 

¶ Time-bound trial:   The Bill provides for setting up designated courts in each district, which will seek to 
complete trial within a year. 

¶ Penalties:  The Bill specifies the penalties for various offences including for (i) trafficking of persons, (ii) 
promoting trafficking, (iii) disclosing the identity of the victim, and (iv) aggravated trafficking (such as 
trafficking for bonded labour and begging).  For example, aggravated trafficking will be punishable with 
rigorous imprisonment of 10 years up to life imprisonment, along with a minimum fine of one lakh 
rupees.  Further, the publishing of any material which may lead to the trafficking of a person will be punishable 
with imprisonment between five and 10 years, and a fine between Rs 50,000 and one lakh rupees. 

Need for anti- trafficking legislation: 

¶ More than 300,000 children went missing in the country between 2012 and 2017, government data shows. 
Around 100,000 are yet to be traced and it is feared that many of them could have been trafficked. 

¶ In 2016, for instance, 111,569 children were reported missing. Of these, 55,944 children were traced but only 
8,132 trafficking cases were reported. Many of these children are victims of modern slavery τ forced into 
prostitution, labour or domestic work. 

¶ They are also used as drug mules and even given up for adoption illegally. Poverty and lack of opportunity also 
pushes a lot of young women, especially from the interior parts of West Bengal, Odisha, Bihar and Jharkhand, 
into prostitution. 

¶ Despite the enormity of the problem, India lacks a single comprehensive law for human trafficking. At present, 
trafficking is covered under half-a-dozen laws resulting in confusion and poor enforcement. 

 What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: Key features of the Bill. 

¶ For Mains: Need for anti- trafficking legislation. 
Sources: the hindu. 

 

8. CRIMINAL LAW (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2018  

¶ Context: The Lok Sabha has passed the Criminal Law (Amendment) Bill, 2018. The main highlight of the bill is 
that it seeks to amend the Indian Penal Code (IPC), the Evidence Act, the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) 
and the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act to introduce a new provision to sentence 
convicts of such crimes punishment of death. 

Highlights of the Bill: 

Punishment: 

¶ It provides for stringent punishment including death penalty for those convicted of raping girls below the age 
of 12 years. 
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¶ The minimum punishment in case of rape of women has been increased from rigorous imprisonment of seven 
years to 10 years, extendable to life imprisonment. 

¶ In case of rape of a girl under 16 years, the minimum punishment has been increased from 10 years to 20 
years, extendable to imprisonment for rest of life, which means jail term till  the ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘǎΩ άƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƭƛŦŜέΦ 

¶ The punishment for gang rape of a girl below 16 years will invariably be imprisonment for the rest of life of 
the convict. 

¶ Stringent punishment for rape of a girl under 12 years has been provided with the minimum jail term being 20 
years which may go up to life in prison or death sentence. Gang rape of a girl under 12 years of age will invite 
punishment of jail term for the rest of life or death. 

Speedy investigation: 

¶ The measure also provides for speedy investigations and trial. The time limit for investigation of all cases of 
rape has been prescribed, which has to be mandatorily completed within two months. 

¶ The deadline for the completion of trial in all rape cases will be two months. A six-month time limit for the 
disposal of appeals in rape cases has also been prescribed. 

Bail related provisions: 

¶ There will also be no provision for anticipatory bail for a person accused of rape or gang rape of a girl under 
16 years. It has also been prescribed that a court has to give notice of 15 days to a public prosecutor and the 
representative of the victim before deciding bail applications in case of rape of a girl under 16 years of age. 

Need for a stringent law: 

¶ The number of reported cases of rapes of children increased in India by 82% in 2016 compared to 2015. A 
climate of violence, social and economic insecurity, alienation, and a progressive undermining of the status of 
women and children seem to have given an impetus to carry out crimes against women and children. 

¶ Therefore, the legal system must give a clear signal that we as a nation consider the rape of children below 
the age of 12 as among the most heinous of offences. Making such crimes punishable by capital punishment 
certainly gives such a signal. 

Is it  sufficient? 

¶ Statistics have not been able to prove or disprove the efficacy of capital punishment as a deterrent. While the 
U.K. has seen an increase in murders since 1965 when capital punishment for murder was removed from the 
statute book, Canada has not seen any such impact since it abolished the death penalty in 1976. 

¶ The underlying socio-economic conditions in a society that cause crimes seem to have as much of an impact 
on the increase or decrease of crimes as the law does. 

What is needed? 

¶ It is not the severity of the punishment but the certainty and uniformity of it which will reduce crime. Even for 
capital punishment to work as a deterrent, the fairness of the investigation, the certainty of conviction, and 
the speed of the trial are vital. 

¶ With the police and judicial independence being under a cloud, especially after the incidents in Kathua and 
Unnao, the deterrent value of capital punishment seems diminished unless police reforms and fast-track 
courts are a part of the package. 

Facts for Prelims: 

¶ Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh have passed a Bill providing for death penalty to those convicted of raping 
girls of 12 years and below. 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: Highlights of the Bill. 

¶ For Mains: Need for such harsh penalties- issues associated. 
 

Sources: the hindu. 
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Paper 1 Topic: Population and associated issues, poverty and developmental issues, urbanization, their 

problems and their remedies. 

1. NATIONAL REGISTER OF CITIZENS 

¶ Context: The Supreme Court has extended by a month its June 30 deadline for the publication of the final draft 
of !ǎǎŀƳΩǎ National Register of Citizens (NRC). 

Background: 

¶ The first draft of the NRC, which was released in January, listed only 1.9 crore people as citizens out of the 3.9 
crore people who had filed the NRC application. 

¶ The updated NRC will count only those as Assam citizens who can prove their residency on or before March 
21, 1971. This means that all those not included in the list run the risk of being rendered illegal immigrants. 

What is National Register of Citizens (NRC)? 

¶ The NRC was introduced to identify illegal immigrants from Bangladesh and recognise the Indian citizens in 
Assam. It was first prepared in 1951 and Assam is the only state having this arrangement. 

Why the NRC is being updated in Assam? 

¶ NRC updation basically means the process of enlisting the names of those persons (or their descendants) 
whose names appear in any of the Electoral Rolls up to 1971, 1951 NRC or any of the admissible documents 
stipulated. 

Way ahead: 

¶ The need of the hour therefore is for the Union Government to allay apprehensions presently in the minds of 
the people of Assam and take steps to contain any adverse fallout after the publication of the final draft of the 
NRC. 

¶ At the same time, it also needs to spell out what it intends to do with the persons whose names do not figure 
in the final NRC. 

Facts for Prelims: 

¶ Assam, which has faced influx of people from Bangladesh for over many years now, is the only state having 
an NRC. 

¶ The NRC will be updated as per the provisions of The Citizenship Act, 1955 and The Citizenship (Registration 
of Citizens and Issue of National Identity Cards) Rules, 2003. 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ important? 

¶ For Prelims: NRC. 

¶ For Mains: Need for policy on migrants. 
Sources: the hindu. 

 

2. GUJARAT GOVERNMENT GRANTS RELIGIOUS MINORITY STATUS TO JEWS 

¶ Context: Gujarat Government has granted religious minority status to Jews living in the state. 

Impact: 

¶ Now, Jews living in Gujarat will get religious minority rights envisaged in Constitution of India and various acts 
and rules of the state government. 

Facts for Prelims: 

¶ Gujarat is third state in India to grant religious minority status to Jews after West Bengal and Maharashtra. 

¶ The Synagogue Judah Hyam Hall is the only place of worship in Delhi for Jews. 

¶ Constitution of India has not defined word ΨaƛƴƻǊƛǘȅΩ and only refers to ΨaƛƴƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΩ but it speaks of those 
ΨōŀǎŜŘ on religion or ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΩ and rights of minorities have been spelt out in Constitution in detail. 

¶ Six religious communities, viz. Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists, Zoroastrians (Parsis) and Jains have been 
notified in Gazette of India as minority communities by Union Government all over India. 
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Judaism: 

¶ Judaism originated in the Middle East over 3500 years ago 

¶ Judaism was founded by Moses, although Jews trace their history back to Abraham. 

¶ Jews believe that there is only one God with whom they have a covenant. 

¶ In exchange for all the good that God has done for the Jewish people, Jewish people keep DƻŘΩǎ laws and try 
to bring holiness into every aspect of their lives. 

¶ Judaism has a rich history of religious text, but the central and most important religious document is the Torah. 

¶ Jewish traditional or oral law, the interpretation of the laws of the Torah, is called halakhah. 

¶ Spiritual leaders are called Rabbis. 

¶ Jews worship in Synagogues. 

¶ They follow Hebrew calendar. They have special thanks giving ceremony known as Eliyahoo-ha-Nabiore. 
ΨƎǊŀǘƛǘǳŘŜ to Elijah the tǊƻǇƘŜǘΩΣ on festive occasions. 

¶ 6 million Jews were murdered in the Holocaust in an attempt to wipe out Judaism. 

Jews in India: 

¶ The Jewish community in India is one among a large number of groups who had come from outside the 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ modern territorial borders and made India their home. 

Main Jews groups in India: 

¶ Cochin Jews. 

¶ Chennai/Madras Jews. 

¶ Bene Israel. 

¶ Baghdadi Jews. 

¶ Delhi Jews. 

¶ Bnei Menashe. 

¶ Bene Ephraim (Telugu Jews). 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ important? 

¶ For Prelims: Minority status- meaning and rights under constitution, Major Jews groups in India. 

¶ For Mains: Significance of Minority status and the need for protection of vulnerable sections. 
Sources: the hindu. 

 

3. WORLD POPULATION DAY 

¶ July 11 was established as World Population Day in 1989 by the United Nations and since then it has been 
celebrated on this date every year. The United Nations recognises World Population day as an important event 
to spread information of population-related issues across 
the globe. 

¶ Theme for 2018: World Population day will run on the 
theme άCŀƳƛƭȅ Planning is a Human ǊƛƎƘǘέ this year. 

Aim of World Population Day: 

¶ Almost on the verge of completing three decades now, the 
internationally celebrated event aims to spread awareness 
on issues such as overpopulation, under-population and 
birth control. The world population is currently pegged at 
around 7 billion and according to UN reports is growing at a fast pace, adding 83 million people every year. 

WhŀǘΩǎ important? 

¶ For Prelims: World Population Day- theme. 

¶ For Mains: Population growth and related challenges. 
Sources: the hindu. 
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4. FAILURE TO EDUCATE GIRLS COULD COST WORLD $30 TRILLION A YEAR 

¶ Context: World Bank has said that Failing to let girls finish their education could cost the world as much as $30 
trillion in lost earnings and productivity annually. 

Present gap: 

¶ About 132 million girls worldwide aged 6 to 17 do not attend school, while fewer than two-thirds of those in 
low-income nations finish primary school, and only a third finish lower secondary school. 

Need for education: 

¶ Women who have completed secondary education are more likely to work and earn on average nearly 
twice as much as those with no schooling. 

¶ If every girl in the world finished 12 years of quality education, lifetime earnings for women could increase by 
$15 trillion  to $30 trillion  every year. 

¶ Other positive impacts of completing secondary school education for girls include a reduction in child 
marriage, lower fertility rates in countries with high population growth, and reduced child mortality and 
malnutrition. 

¶ Also, women who have completed secondary education are at lesser risk of suffering violence at the hands of 
their partners and have children who are less likely to be malnourished and themselves are more likely to go 
to school. 

Way ahead: 

¶ This report is more proof that we cannot afford to delay investing in girls. We cannot keep letting gender 
inequality get in the way of global progress. While we do need to ensure that of course all girls complete 
primary school, that is not enough. 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ important? 

¶ For Prelims: Nothing much. 

¶ For Mains: Women Education- need, significance, challenges and efforts by governments. 
Sources: Indian express. 

 

5. SWACHH SURVEKSHAN GRAMEEN 2018 

¶ Context: Union Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation (MDWS) has launched Swachh Survekshan Grameen 
2018 (SSG 2018). 

About Swachh Survekshan Grameen: 

¶ SSG is a rural cleanliness survey to rank all states and 
districts on basis of qualitative and quantitative 
evaluation. 

¶ The objective of SSG 2018 is to undertake ranking of 
states and districts on basis of their performance 
attained on key quantitative and qualitative Swachh 
Bharat Mission-Grameen (SBM-G) parameters. The 
rankings will be based on taking into account set of 
comprehensive cleanliness parameters. 

¶ The criteria of SSG-2018 include survey of public places, ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ perspective of cleanliness, their 
recommendations and data from SBM-G. As part of it, 6,980 villages in 698 districts across India will be 
covered. It will cover total 34,000 public places namely schools, anganwadis, public health centres, 
haat/bazaars/religious places in these villages. 

Weightage: 

¶ The SSG 2018 will assign 65% weightage to findings and outcome and 35% to service level parameters to be 
obtained from Integrated Management Information System (IMIS) of the MDWS. 
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¶ The weights to different elements of SSG are direct observation of sanitation in public places (30%), ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴΩǎ 
feedback on sanitation parameters (35%), service level progress on sanitation progress in the country as per 
SBMG-MIS (35%). 

Survey: 

¶ The SSG 2018 will be conducted by independent survey agency in all districts from 1st to 31st August 2018. It 
will also take feedback from over 50 lakh citizens on SBM related issues through direct interaction as well as 
online feedback. The top performing states and districts are expected to be awarded on 2nd October 2018. 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ important? 

¶ For Prelims: SSG Survey- criteria. 

¶ For Mains: SSG- significance. 
Sources: the hindu. 

 

Paper 1 Topic: Important Geophysical phenomena. 

1. NEWEST PHASE IN EART(ȭ3 ()34/29 .!-%$ !&TER MEGHALAYA ROCK 

¶ Context: Scientists have created a new phase in 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ geological history and named it Meghalayan, after a 
stalagmite from a cave in the Indian state of Meghalaya that helped define climatic events 4,200 years ago, 
marking the beginning of the phase that continues till  today. 

The beginning of Meghalayan age: 

¶ The Meghalayan Age began with a mega global drought that devastated ancient agricultural civilisations from 
Egypt to China. It is part of a longer period known as the Holocene Epoch, which reflects everything that has 
happened over the past 11,700 years. 

¶ Evidence of the climatic event has been found in sediments on all seven continents, including those from 
Meghalaya. 

Its uniqueness: 

¶ The Meghalayan is unique because it is the first interval in 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ geological history that coincided with a 
major cultural event, as agricultural societies struggled to recover from the shift in climate. 

¶ The droughts over a 200-year period resulted in human migrations in Egypt, Greece, Syria, Palestine, 
Mesopotamia, the Indus valley and the Yangtze river valley. 

LǘΩǎ official: 

¶ International Union of Geological Sciences (IUGS) has officially accepted the new phase. Besides, two other 
ages τ the Middle Holocene Northgrippian Age and the Early Holocene Greenlandian Age τ with beginnings 
defined at climatic events that happened about 8,300 years and 11,700 years ago, respectively, were also 
approved by the International Commission on Stratigraphy, which is responsible for standardising the geologic 
time scale. 

About International Union of Geological Sciences (IUGS): 

¶ The IUGS is an international non-governmental organization devoted to international cooperation in the field 
of geology. 

¶ It is a Scientific Union member of the International Council for Science (ICSU), which it recognizes as the 
coordinating body for the international organization of science. 

¶ IUGS promotes and encourages the study of geological problems, especially those of worldwide significance, 
and supports and facilitates international and interdisciplinary cooperation in the earth sciences. 

¶ IUGS is a joint partner with UNESCO for the International Geoscience Programme (IGCP) and they also 
participate in the Global Network of National Geoparks (GGN). 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ important? 

¶ For Prelims and Mains: IUGS, Meghalayan age, geological timeline. 
Sources: toi. 
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2. BLOOD MOON 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: What is Blood Moon and how it occurs, How Lunar Eclipse occurs, Significance of 2018 July Lunar 
Eclipse. 

¶ For Mains: Beliefs associated with Eclipses in India and their analysis. 

What is Lunar Eclipse? 

¶ A Lunar Eclipse (Chandra Grahan) is when one ŎŀƴΩǘ see 
the moon at night because its position is relative to the 
sun and earth ensures that light ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ fall on the part 
of it we can see. 

¶ The moon gives off no light and is only visible because it 
reflects the light of the sun. We only see the part where 
light falls and thus as the earth and moon move through 
their orbits and different amounts of light falls on the 
moon, we see different phases of the moon. 

What is Blood Moon? 

¶ When a lunar eclipse (Chandra Grahan) occurs, the Earth comes between the sun and moon, preventing light 
from falling on the moon. 

¶ When this happens, the moon appears to glow red and is thus called the blood moon. 

Why red colour? 

¶ The red colour is because of the way light travels through the 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ atmosphere. Sunlight is made of several 
colours and they all have different wavelengths. Depending on the way they travel through our atmosphere, 
we see different colours. 

¶ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ why the sun and sky have different colours during sunrise and sunset. Blues and purples have shorter 
wavelengths and scatter in our atmosphere, giving the sky its inky colour, but reds and oranges have the 
highest wavelengths and pass through our atmosphere before it is bent or refracted around Earth, hitting the 
surface of the Moon and making it red. 

Significance of July 2018 Lunar Eclipse: 

¶ It was the longest eclipse of the 21st century. It occurred for 1 hour 43 minutes. 
Sources: the hindu. 
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GS PAPER -  II 
 

Paper 2 Topic: Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and 
institutions. 

1. DELHI VS CENTRE: SC OBSERVATIONS 

¶ Context: The Supreme Court recently held that the Lt Governor of Delhi has no independent power to take 
decisions and is bound by the elected ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ advice. The ruling also lays down for the first time clear 
guidelines for the [DΩǎ conduct, and delineates the powers of the two branches of the executive in Delhi, which 
does not have the status of a full state yet elects its own MLAs and government. 

Background: 

¶ The judgment came on appeals filed by the NCT government against an August 4, 2016, verdict of the Delhi 
High Court, which had declared that the L-G has άŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ control of all matters regarding the National Capital 
Territory of Delhi, and nothing will happen without the concurrence of the L-DΦέ 

Supreme /ƻǳǊǘΩǎ observations: 

Role of LG: 

¶ The L-G is bound by the aid and advice of the Council of Ministers. In case of difference of opinion, the L-G 
should straightaway refer the dispute to the President for a final decision. 

¶ The Lieutenant-Governor should act as a άŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘƻǊέ for good governance in the national capital and not as 
an άƻōǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴƛǎǘέΦ 

¶ The Lieutenant-DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ authority, saying he cannot exercise his discretion in άŜŀŎƘ and every ƳŀǘǘŜǊέ of 
daily governance. His discretionary powers are in fact limited to only matters in the State List τ public order, 
police and land τ over which the legislative power of the Delhi Legislative Assembly stand excluded under 
Article 239AA. 

¶ The NCT government need only to inform the L-G of its άǿŜƭƭ-ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜŘέ decisions. The government need 
not obtain his άŎƻƴŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜέ on every issue of day-to-day governance. 

¶ The elected government could make policies on laws enacted by its own Assembly. The executive power of 
the NCT government was co-extensive with its legislative powers. 

Why Delhi cannot be a full- fledged state? 

¶ The Supreme Court followed the 1987 Balakrishnan report to conclude that Delhi is not a State. Balakrishnan 
report had envisaged that Delhi could not have a situation in which the national capital had άǘǿƻ governments 
run by different political parties. Such conflicts may, at times, prejudice the national ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΦέ 

¶ Delhi as the national capital belongs to the nation as a whole. if Delhi becomes a full-fledged State, there 
would be a constitutional division of sovereign, legislative and executive powers between the Union and the 
State of Delhi. Parliament would have limited legislative access and that too only in special and emergency 
situations. The Union would be unable to discharge its άǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ responsibilities in relation to the national 
capital as well as to the nation ƛǘǎŜƭŦέΦ 

Way ahead: 

¶ L-DΩǎ role is not that of a Constitutional figurehead, though the ultimate responsibility for good administration 
of Delhi is vested in the President acting through the Administrator. However, the Administrator has to take a 
somewhat more active part in the administration than the Governor of a State. 

¶ Hence, differences of opinion would arise between the L-G and the elected government. The report had 
recommended that the άōŜǎǘ ǿŀȅέ of doing this is to let the L-G refer such differences of opinion to the 
President for a final decision. 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ important? 

¶ For Prelims: Role of LG, Article 239AA. 

¶ For Mains: Dispute between LG and Delhi government. 
Sources: the hindu. 
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2. UTTARAKHAND HC DECLARES ANIMAL KINGDOM A LEGAL ENTITY 

¶ Context: The Uttarakhand high court has declared the entire animal kingdom, including birds and aquatic 
animals, as a legal entity having rights of a άƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴέΦ The move aims to ensure άƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜέ of 
animals. 

¶ The entire animal kingdom, including avian and aquatic ones, are declared as legal entities having a distinct 
persona with corresponding rights, duties and liabilities of a living person. 

Legal entity? 

¶ A legal entity means an entity which acts like a natural person but only through a designated person, whose 
acts are processed within the ambit of law. This means the animal kingdom could be represented by a 
custodian. 

Constitutional status: 

¶ Invoking Article 21 of the Constitution, the court said: ά!ǊǘƛŎƭŜ 21 of the Constitution, while safeguarding the 
rights of humans, protects life and the word ΨƭƛŦŜΩ means animal ǿƻǊƭŘέΦ 

¶ The court cited a 2014 Supreme Court judgment to say any disturbance from the άōŀǎƛŎ environment which 
includes all forms of life, including animals life, which are necessary for human life, fall within the meaning of 
Article 21 of the /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴέΦ 

As part of the judgment, the court has issued following directions: 

¶ Create an animal welfare committee in every district of the state. All citizens of Uttarakhand shall be άǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ 
in loco paǊŜƴǘƛǎέ (in the place of a parent). This gives them the responsibility to protect animals and ensure 
their welfare. 

¶ The court also gave directions ranging from the amount of load allowed to be pulled by various animals in 
accordance with the kind of carriage being pulled to the amount of riders per carriage. 

¶ Further banning the use of spike or other sharp tackle or equipment on the animal, the court also directed the 
state government to ensure that if temperature exceeds 37 degree Celsius or drops below 5 degree Celsius, 
no person be permitted to keep in harness any animal used for the purpose of drawing vehicles. 

¶ The court also went into the aspect of animal safety, highlighting the need for fluorescent reflectors in 
carriages and animals, certificates of unladen weight of vehicles, compulsory shelter of suitable size for horses, 
bullocks and stray cattle and a direction to the veterinary doctors of Uttarakhand to treat any stray animals 
brought to them or by visiting them. 

¶ The court said as the carts driven by animals have no mechanical devices, animal-drawn carriages have to be 
given Right of Way over other vehicles. 

Background: 

¶ The order came in response to a public interest litigation seeking directions to restrict the movement of horse 
carts/tongas between Nepal and India through Champawat district and highlighted that ailing, infirm and old 
horses were being abandoned by the owners in the Indian territory. 

Significance: 

¶ This order will go a long way in building a compassionate society as it was illogical to treat sentient creatures 
as inanimate objects. 

Facts for Prelims: 

¶ Uttarakhand high court in March last year accorded the status of άƭƛǾƛƴƎ Ŝƴǘƛǘȅέ to the Ganga and Yamuna 
rivers, a decision subsequently stayed by the Supreme Court. 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ important? 

¶ For Prelims: Legal entity- meaning. 

¶ For Mains: Animal Kingdom as a Legal entity- need, challenges in implementation of the judgment and 
solutions. 

Sources: the hindu. 
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Paper 3 Topic: Parliament and State Legislatures ɀ structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & 

privileges and issues arising out of these. 

1. PRESIDENT NOMINATES FOUR MEMBERS TO RAJYA SABHA 

¶ Context: In exercise of the powers conferred by Article 80 of the Constitution of India, and on the advice of 
the Prime Minister, the President of India has made four nominations to the Rajya Sabha. 

¶ The nominated members are- Ram Shakal, Rakesh Sinha, Raghunath Mohapatra and Sonal Mansingh. 

Nominated member of the Rajya Sabha: 

¶ Under article 80 of the Constitution, the Council of States (Rajya Sabha) is composed of not more than 250 
members, of whom 12 are nominated by the President of India from amongst persons who have special 
knowledge or practical experience in respect of such matters as literature, science, art and social service. 

Powers and privileges: 

¶ Nominated members enjoy all powers, privileges and immunities available to an elected member of 
Parliament. 

¶ They take part in the proceedings of the House as any other member. 

¶ They, however, are not entitled to vote in the election of the President of India. 

¶ But in the election of the Vice-President of India, they have a right to vote. 

¶ A nominated member is allowed six months, should he decide to join a political party after he has taken his 
seat in the House in terms of article 99 of the Constitution. 

¶ A nominated member has also been exempted from filing his assets and liabilities under Section 75A of the 
Representation of the Peoples Act, 1951 which requires the elected member to do so within 90 days of his 
making or subscribing oath/affirmation. 

¶ Under MPLADS, the Nominated Members of the Rajya Sabha may select any Districts from any State in the 
Country for implementation of their choice of work under the scheme. 

Rationale behind the principle of nomination: 

¶ By adopting the principle of nomination in Rajya Sabha, the Constitution has ensured that the nation must 
also receive services of the most distinguished persons of the country who have earned distinction in their 
field of activity, many of whom may not like to face the rough and tumble of the election. 

¶ By nominating them to Rajya Sabha, the State not only recognises their merit and confers honour on them, 
but also enables them to enrich the debates by their expertise and knowledge that they have in different 
areas. 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ important? 

¶ For Prelims: Article 80, the process of nomination of members to Rajya Sabha, powers and privileges of 
nominated members. 

¶ For Mains: Rationale behind the principle of nomination. 
Sources: pib. 

 

2. NO CONFIDENCE MOTION 

¶ Context: The Speaker of Lok Sabha, Sumitra Mahajan has admitted a no-confidence motion moved by the 
opposition against the ruling government. 

How it  works? 

¶ At least 50 MPs would need to stand up and support the move. If there are 50 MPs in favour, the motion is 
admitted and the speaker allots a date for discussion on the motion. The prime minister or ministers reply to 
the charges made. 

¶ The mover has the right to reply. After the debate, the speaker puts question to the house and ascertains the 
decision of the house by voice vote or a division. 
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Grounds: 

¶ A Motion of No-confidence need not set out any grounds on 
which it is based.  Even when grounds are mentioned in the 
notice and read out in the House, they do not form part of the 
no-confidence Motion. 

Implications: 

¶ The government is expected to resign if it loses a trust vote. In 
case its refuses to do so, the President has the power to 
remove the prime minister. In the history of Indian 
Parliament, no Prime Minister has been forcibly removed so 
far.  After a government loses a trust vote and resigns, it 
continues to function, but as a caretaker government with 
almost the same powers as it had before the voting. 

¶ However, a caretaker government ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ have the power to take any major policy decisions since 
Parliament remains dissolved. A new government gets elected after the general elections. 

Key facts for Prelims: 

¶ The Rajya Sabha does not have a procedure for moving of an adjournment motion, censure motion or no-
confidence motion against the Government. 

¶ Rule 198 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha lays down the procedure for moving 
a Motion of No-Confidence in the Council of Ministers. 

¶ There is no mention of a no-confidence motion in the constitution. 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ important? 

¶ For Prelims and Mains: All about no- confidence motion. 
Sources: the hindu. 

 

3. WHAT IS A PRIVILEGE MOTION? 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims and Mains: All about Privilege motion and privilege committee, Rafale deal. 

¶ Context: The Congress has submitted a notice to Lok Sabha Speaker Sumitra Mahajan for a privilege 
motion against Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman for allegedly 
misleading the House on the commercial value of the deal to buy Rafale fighter jets from France. 

What is a privilege motion? 

¶ Parliamentary privileges are certain rights and immunities enjoyed by members of Parliament, individually 
and collectively, so that they can άŜŦŦŜctively discharge their ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎέΦ 

¶ When any of these rights and immunities are disregarded, the offence is called a breach of privilege and is 
punishable under law of Parliament. 

Who can move it? How? 

¶ A notice is moved in the form of a motion by any member of either House against those being held guilty of 
breach of privilege. 

¶ Each House also claims the right to punish as contempt actions which, while not breach of any specific 
privilege, are offences against its authority and dignity. 

What are the rules governing privilege? 

¶ Rule No 222 in Chapter 20 of the Lok Sabha Rule Book and correspondingly Rule 187 in Chapter 16 of the Rajya 
Sabha rulebook governs privilege. It says that a member may, with the consent of the Speaker or the 
Chairperson, raise a question involving a breach of privilege either of a member or of the House or of a 
committee thereof. 

¶ The rules however mandate that any notice should be relating to an incident of recent occurrence and should 
need the intervention of the House. Notices have to be given before 10 am to the Speaker or the Chairperson. 

What is a no-confidence motion? 

¶ A no-confidence motion is a 
parliamentary motion which is moved 
in the Lok Sabha against the entire 
council of ministers, stating that they 
are no longer deemed fit  to hold 
positions of responsibility due to their 
inadequacy in some respect or their 
failure to carry out their obligations. 

¶ No prior reason needs to be stated for 
its adoption in the Lok Sabha. 
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What is the role of the Speaker/Rajya Sabha Chair? 

¶ The Speaker/RS chairperson is the first level of scrutiny of a privilege motion. The Speaker/Chair can decide 
on the privilege motion himself or herself or refer it  to the privileges committee of Parliament. 

¶ If the Speaker/Chair gives consent under Rule 222, the member concerned is given an opportunity to make a 
short statement. 

What is the privileges committee? 

¶ In the Lok Sabha, the Speaker nominates a committee of privileges consisting of 15 members as per 
respective party strengths. A report is then presented to the House for its consideration. The Speaker may 
permit a half-hour debate while considering the report. The Speaker may then pass final orders or direct that 
the report be tabled before the House. 

¶ A resolution may then be moved relating to the breach of privilege that has to be unanimously passed. In the 
Rajya Sabha, the deputy chairperson heads the committee of privileges, that consists of 10 members. 

Sources: IE. 

 

4. WEST BENGAL ASSEMBLY PASSES RESOLUTION TO RENAME STATE AS BANGLA 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims and Mains: Procedure to change the name of states in India. 

¶ Context: West Bengal state assembly has unanimously passed resolution to change ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ name to Ψ.ŀƴƎƭŀΩ 
in all three languages ς Bengali, Hindi and English. 

Rationale behind renaming: 

¶ The state government first proposed the renaming in 2016. West Bengal parliamentary affairs minister Partha 
Chatterjee had then argued for the change saying bureaucrats and politicians from the state often complain 
that they are asked to speak at the end of every national-level meeting in Delhi. This was because the 
ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎΩ lists at such meeting are prepared according to alphabetical order of the states they represent. If 
West Bengal gets the new name, it will leapfrog from bottom of the list to the top of the pecking order. 

¶ The renaming will  help the state appear at the fourth spot after Arunachal Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh and 
Assam in the alphabetic order of the states. 

What next? 

¶ The name change will only become official when resolution gets approval from Union Home Ministry and 
Parliament passes Bill. 

The procedure of renaming of the state can be initiated by either the Parliament or the State Legislator and the 
procedure is as follows: 

1. The renaming of a state requires Parliamentary approval under Article 3 and 4 of the Constitution. 
2. A bill for renaming a state may be introduced in the Parliament on the recommendation of the President. 
3. Before the introduction of the bill, the President shall send the bill to the respective state assembly for 

expressing their views within a stipulated time. The views of the state assembly are not binding, neither on 
the President nor on the Parliament. 

4. On the expiry of the period, the bill will be sent to the Parliament for deliberation. The bill in order to take the 
force of a law must be passed by a simple majority. 

5. The bill is sent for approval to the President. After the approval of the said bill, the bill becomes a law and the 
name of the state stands modified. 

Initiation by a State: 

¶ If any fresh proposal comes from states to the Home Ministry, it will prepare a note for the Union Cabinet for 
an amendment to the Schedule 1 of the Constitution. 

¶ Thereafter, a Constitution Amendment Bill will be introduced in Parliament, which has to approve it with a 
simple majority, before the President gives his assent to it. 

Sources: the hindu. 
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Paper 2 Topic: Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining 

to the federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein. 

1. ASSAM NRC EXPLAINED 

What to study? 

¶ For Prelims: Particulars of NRC. 

¶ For Mains: Update of NRC- issues associated including ethical concerns. 

¶ Context: The draft National Register of Citizens (NRC), published recently, 
includes only those able to prove they were in Assam before 1971. It 
excludes D- voters. 

Who is a D-voter? 

¶ Short for ΨŘǳōƛƻǳǎΩ or ΨŘƻǳōǘŦǳƭΣ this is a category of voters disenfranchised 
by the government for alleged lack of proper citizenship documents. Some 
2.48 lakh people got the D-voter tag during NRC process 

Who is a declared foreigner? 

¶ D-voters are tried by special tribunals under the CƻǊŜƛƎƴŜǊǎΩ Act and if they fail to defend their citizenship claim 
they are marked as declared foreigners and sent to any of six detention camps, which are within jails for 
criminals, for deportation. 

¶ There were 91,206 declared foreigners as on December 31, 2017. 

Why is NRC being updated in Assam? 

¶ Officially, the NRC process will address the issue of illegal migrants, specifically from Bangladesh. 

¶ The National Register of Citizens was first published in 1951 to record citizens, their houses and holdings. 
Updating the NRC to root out foreigners was a demand during the Assam Agitation (1979-1985). 

Why is March 24, 1971 the cut-off date? 

¶ There have been several waves of migration to Assam from Bangladesh, but the biggest was in March 1971 
when the Pakistan army crackdown forced many to flee to India. 

¶ The Assam Accord of 1985 that ended the six-year anti-ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴŜǊǎΩ agitation decided upon the midnight of 
March 24, 1971 as the cut-off date. 

Who is a citizen in Assam? 

¶ The Citizenship Act of 1955 was amended after the Assam Accord  for all Indian-origin people who came from 
Bangladesh before January 1, 1966 to be deemed as citizens. 

¶ Those who came between January 1, 1966 and March 25, 1971 were eligible for citizenship after registering 
and living in the State for 10 years while those entering after March 25, 1971, were to be deported. 

What happens to the excluded 40 lakh? 

¶ They will have to file for claims and objections and submit relevant documents for re-verification. 

¶ The NRC office will issue claim forms from August 7 to 30, and these applicants would have to submit the 
forms from August 30 to September 28. 

¶ The documents will be verified and accepted or rejected for the final NRC to be published on an unspecified 
date. 

¶ The cases of those left out of the final NRC will be heard in the CƻǊŜƛƎƴŜǊǎΩ Tribunals, after which applicants 
can approach the High Court. 

Sources: the hindu. 
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Paper 2 Topic: Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of 

various Constitutional Bodies. 

1. CHIEF JUSTICE OF ).$)! !3 Ȭ-!34%2 /& 2/34%2ȭ 

¶ Context: The Chief Justice of India (CJI) is the άƳŀǎǘŜǊ of the ǊƻǎǘŜǊΣέ the Supreme Court has reaffirmed, 
declining to accept former law minister Shanti .ƘǳǎƘŀƴΩǎ suggestion that the CJI consult his collegium 
colleagues ςthe top four judges after him in seniority ςin allocating cases to various benches. 

Supreme /ƻǳǊǘΩǎ observations: 

¶ Position of CJI: CJI is the master of roster in allocating cases to different benches and his power cannot be 
delegated to collegium comprising of CJI and four senior most judges. Although the constitution is silent on 
the /WLΩǎ role as the master of the roster, his power is based on a healthy practice and άŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ aimed at 
maintaining discipline and ŘŜŎƻǊǳƳΦέ He is described as άŦƛǊǎǘ among equaƭǎΦέ 

¶ Moral responsibility of CJI: SC highlighted that the CJI owes a moral responsibility to his colleagues and the 
public at large while flexing his powers as ΨaŀǎǘŜǊ of wƻǎǘŜǊΩ to allocate cases. ά!ōǎƻƭǳǘŜ ŘƛǎŎǊŜǘƛƻƴέ cannot 
be confined in just one man, the CJI. 

¶ Qualities for a CJI: The court listed some of the qualities a CJI should possess as the Master of Roster, including 
balance, fortitude, moral courage and independence of mind. Also, as the ŎƻǳǊǘΩǎ spokesperson, it is the /WLΩǎ 
duty to usher in and administer reform as a continuous process. 

What does ΨƳŀǎǘŜǊ of the ǊƻǎǘŜǊΩ mean? 

¶ ΨaŀǎǘŜǊ of the wƻǎǘŜǊΩ refers to the privilege of the Chief Justice to constitute Benches to hear cases. 

¶ This privilege was emphasised in November last year, when a Constitution Bench, led by the Chief Justice of 
India Dipak Misra, declared that άǘƘŜ Chief Justice is the master of the roster and he alone has the prerogative 
to constitute the Benches of the Court and allocate cases to the Benches so ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜŘΦέ 

¶ It further said that άƴƻ Judge can take up the matter on this own, unless allocated by the Chief Justice of India, 
as he is the master of the ǊƻǎǘŜǊΦέ 

¶ The immediate trigger for this was a direction by a two-judge Bench that a petition regarding a medical college 
corruption case, involving an alleged conspiracy to bribe Supreme Court judges, be heard by a Bench fo the 
five senior-most judges of the Supreme Court. 

Concerns associated: 

¶ Undoubtedly, the chief justices enjoy a special status and they alone can assign work to a judge sitting alone 
and to the judges sitting in division bench or full bench. They have the jurisdiction to decide which case will be 
heard by which bench. 

¶ If judges were free to choose their jurisdiction or any choice was given to them to do whatever case they may 
like to hear and decide, the machinery would collapse and the judicial work of the court would cease by 
generation of internal strife on account of hankering for a particular jurisdiction or a particular case. 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ important? 

¶ For Prelims: CJI- appointment and powers. 

¶ For Mains: Master of Roster- meaning, concerns and viable solutions, moral responsibilities of CJI. 
Sources: the hindu. 

 

2. ARTICLE 161 OF THE CONSTITUTION 

¶ Context: Cabinet approves Special Remission to Prisoners on the occasion of 150th Birth Anniversary of 
Mahatma Gandhi. Ministry of Home Affairs will issue advice to all States and UTs asking them to process the 
cases of eligible prisoners. 

What next? 

¶ State Governments and UT Administrations will be advised to constitute a Committee to examine the cases. 

¶ State Governments will place the recommendations of the Committee before Governor for consideration and 
approval under Article 161 of the Constitution. After the approval, the prisoners will be released. 
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What you need to know? Article 161: 

¶ Article 161 deals with Power of Governor to grant pardons, etc, and to suspend, remit or commute sentences 
in certain cases. 

¶ It states, the Governor of a State shall have the power to grant pardons, reprieves, respites or remissions of 
punishment or to suspend, remit or commute the sentence of any person convicted of any offence against any 
law relating to a matter to which the executive power of the State extends. 

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN PARDONING POWERS OF PRESIDENT AND GOVERNOR: 

The scope of the pardoning power of the President under Article 72 is wider than the pardoning power of the 
Governor under Article 161. The power differs in the following two ways: 

¶ The power of the President to grant pardon extends in cases where the punishment or sentence is by a Court 
Martial but Article 161 does not provide any such power to the Governor. 

¶ The President can grant pardon in all cases where the sentence given is sentence of death but pardoning 
power of Governor does not extend to death sentence cases. 

Significance of pardoning powers: 

¶ The pardoning power of Executive is very significant as it corrects the errors of judiciary. It eliminates the effect 
of conviction without addressing the ŘŜŦŜƴŘŀƴǘΩǎ guilt or innocence. 

¶ Pardon may substantially help in saving an innocent person from being punished due to miscarriage of justice 
or in cases of doubtful conviction. 

¶ The object of pardoning power is to correct possible judicial errors, for no human system of judicial 
administration can be free from imperfections. 

Way ahead: 

¶ The process of granting pardon is simpler but because of the lethargy of the government and political 
considerations, disposal of mercy petitions is delayed. 

¶ Therefore, there is an urgent need to make amendment in law of pardoning to make sure that clemency 
petitions are disposed quickly. There should be a fixed time limit for deciding on clemency pleas. 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ important? 

¶ For Prelims and Mains: Pardoning powers of Governors and the President- constitutional provisions, features, 
need, differences and significance. 

Sources: pib. 

 

Paper 2 Topic: Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies. 

1. PAYMENTS COUNCIL OF INDIA 

¶ Context: Payments Council of India (PCI), an apex body representing companies in payments and settlement 
system, has a new Chairman in Vishwas Patel. 

ABOUT PCI: 

¶ The Payments Council of India was formed under the aegis of IAMAI in the year 2013 catering to the needs of 
the digital payment industry. 

Functions: 

¶ The Council was formed inter-alia for the purposes of representing the various regulated non-banking 
payment industry players, to address and help resolve various industry level issues and barriers which require 
discussion and action. 

¶ The council works with all its members to promote payments industry growth and to support our national goal 
of Ψ/ŀǎƘ to Less Cash {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩ and ΨDǊƻǿǘƘ of Financial LƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴΩ which is also the Vision Shared by the RBI and 
Government of India. 

¶ PCI works closely with the regulators i.e. Reserve Bank of India (RBI), Finance Ministry and any similar 
government, departments, bodies or Institution to make ΨLƴŘƛŀ a less cash ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩΦ 
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About IAMAI: 

¶ The Internet and Mobile Association of India [IAMAI] is a young and vibrant association with ambitions of 
representing the entire gamut of digital businesses in India. 

¶ It was established in 2004 by the leading online publishers, but in the last 10 years has come to effectively 
address the challenges facing the digital and online industry including mobile content and services, online 
publishing, mobile advertising, online advertising, ecommerce and mobile & digital payments among others. 

¶ It is the only professional industry body representing the online and mobile VAS industry in India. 

¶ The association is registered under the Societies Act and is a recognized charitable institution in Maharashtra. 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ important? 

¶ For Prelims: PCI, IAMAI. 
Sources: the hindu. 

 

2. KHADI AND VILLAGE INDUSTRIES COMMISSION (KVIC) 

¶ Context: The Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) has launched its, in-house developed, single-
umbrella e-marketing system named Khadi Institution Management and Information System (KIMIS). The 
system can be accessed from anywhere in the country for the sale and purchase of Khadi and Village Industries 
products. 

About Khadi & Village Industries Commission (KVIC): 

¶ The Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) is a statutory body established by an Act of Parliament 
(Khadi and Village Industries Commission Act of 1956). In April 1957, it took over the work of former All India 
Khadi and Village Industries Board. 

¶ Functions: It is an apex organization under the Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises, with regard 
to khadi and village industries within India, which seeks to ς άǇƭŀƴΣ promote, facilitate, organise and assist in 
the establishment and development of khadi and village industries in the rural areas in coordination with other 
agencies engaged in rural development wherever ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΦέ 

The Commission has three main objectives which guide its functioning. These are: 

¶ The Social Objective ς Providing employment in rural areas. 

¶ The Economic Objective ς Providing salable articles. 

¶ The Wider Objective ς Creating self-reliance amongst people and building up a strong rural community spirit. 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ important? 

¶ For Prelims and Mains: KVIC and its important functions. 
Sources: pib. 

 

3. HIGHER EDUCATION FINANCING AGENCY (HEFA) 

¶ Context: The cabinet has approved the proposal for expanding the scope of Higher Education Financing 
Agency (HEFA) by enhancing its capital base to Rs. 10,000 crore and tasking it to mobilise Rs. 1,00,000 crore 
for Revitalizing Infrastructure and Systems in Education (RISE) by 2022. 

Significance: 

¶ This would enable addressing the needs of all educational institutions with differing financial capacity in an 
inclusive manner. 

¶ This would enable HEFA to leverage additional resources from the market to supplement equity, to be 
deployed to fund the requirements of institutions. 

What is RISE scheme all about? 

¶ Under RISE, all centrally-funded institutes (CFIs), including central universities, IITs, IIMs, NITs and IISERs, can 
borrow from a Rs 1,00,000 crore corpus over the next four years to expand and build new infrastructure. The 
initiative aims to step up investments in research and related infrastructure in premier educational 
institutions, including health institutions. 




















































































































































































































