
  

INSIGHTSONINDIA 
www.insightsias.com       |       www.insightsonindia.com   

DAILY  
CURRENT  
EVENTS 

 

MARCH 2017  

       

C o p y r i g h t  ©  I N S I G H T S  A C T I V E  L E A R N I N G  

http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://feedly.com/index.html#subscription%2Ffeed%2Fhttp%3A%2F%2Finsightsonindia.com%2Ffeed%2F
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia/
https://twitter.com/vinaygb
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA






















 P a g e  | 11   

�ƒ In this regard, the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has sought a proposal from its Hyderabad unit, for sending 
it to the Unesco World Heritage Centre for tentative listing. 

Key facts:  

�ƒ Sankaram, also known as 
Bojjannakonda, was excavated under the 
aegis of Alexander Rim in 1906. A gold 
coin belonging to the Samudragupta 
period, copper coins of the Chalukya king, 
Kubja Vishnu Vardhan, coins of Andhra 
Satavahanas and pottery were 
discovered at the site. 

�ƒ An interesting aspect of the 
Bojjannakonda finds is that they feature 
all the three phases of Buddhism: 
Hinayana, Mahayana and Vajrayana. A 
stairway leads to a large double-storeyed 
cave on a hill. The rectangular cave has a 
doorway and is flanked by �Z���Á���Œ���‰���o���l���•�[ 
on either side. 

�ƒ There is a rock-cut stupa, standing on a square platform, at the centre of the cave. A series of rock-cut caves and 
monolithic structures standing on rock platforms are seen on the northern side of the hill. 

�ƒ The upper cave has a rectangular doorway, flanked by figures of the Buddha on either side. The imposing figures 
of the Buddha in a seated meditative posture and the stupa are the main attractions for tourists at Bojjannakonda. 

�ƒ To the west of Bojjannakonda is another hillock, Lingalakonda or Lingalametta, where a number of monolithic 
and structural stupas can be seen. 

�ƒ The caves at Bojjannakonda and those in Takshasila are similar. The word �Z�^���v�P�Œ���u���[ was in use at Takshasila but 
was never used in Andhra Pradesh. These two features suggest that Bojjannakonda was influenced by Buddhist 
practices in northern India. 

Sources: the hindu. 
 

Nowruz  

Nowruz, also spelled as Navroz, is the Iranian New Year celebrated by ethnic Iranian people. Several ethno-linguistic 
communities around the world irrespective of their religious background observe it as the start of the New Year. In 
India, the Parsi community, who follow Zoroastrianism, celebrate Navroz with full fervour. This year, it falls on March 
21. 

What  are  the  origins  of Navroz?  Which  communities  celebrate  Navroz?  

Navroz is the beginning of the New Year for several communities. It dates back as far as the 6th Century BC, back when 
the Iranian community were homogeneously Zoroastrians. Once the community divided over the course of history, 
people of Iranian origin worldwide continued following Zoroastrian traditions and with that the Iranian New Year as 
well. 

What  is the  significance  of Navroz?  

Apart from the difference of one or two days, the Iranian community celebrates Navroz on March 21. March 21 is the 
first day of the Iranian calendar. It is also marked as the day King Jamshid was crowned as the King of Persia. King 
Jamshid holds a great significance in Zoroastrianism and the day of his coronation is generally considered to be the 
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beginning of the New Year among Iranian people. It is interestingly the first day of the Aries constellation. Navroz is 
also the day of the Spring equinox and the rituals are performed based on the movements of the sun during the course 
of the day. 

How is it celebrated  in India?  

In India, the Parsi community celebrate the Iranian New Year in a similar fashion as is around the world. People 
decorate their houses and wear new clothes on the occasion of Navroz. A visit to the Fire Temple, the place of worship 
of the Parsi community, is a ritual followed on Navroz every morning. Special prayers are offered and once the religious 
rituals are done, Parsis celebrate the day with various delicacies. In India, prominent numbers of the Parsi community 
still remain in Mumbai and Gujarat, who celebrate Navroz with ardour. 

Sources: ie. 
 

Hindu  New Year 

Hindu New Year is being welcomed in different parts of the country today with traditional festivities and celebrations. 

The Chaitra Sukladi, Ugadi, Gudi Padava, Navareh, Navroz and Chetti Chand are the same festivals in different 
names, marking the occasion. 

Various  festivals  celebrated  today:  

�ƒ Andhra Pradesh and Telangana: Ugadi. 

�ƒ Karnataka: Yugadi /Ugadi. 

�ƒ Maharashtra: Gudi Padwa. 

�ƒ Rajasthan: 

�ƒ Sindhis: Cheti Chand. 

�ƒ Manipuris: Sajibu Cheiraoba. 

�ƒ Kashmir: 

�ƒ Hindus of Bali and Indonesia also celebrate their new year on the same day as Nyepi. 
Sources: pib. 

 

Paper 1 Topic: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until  the present- 
significant events, personalities, issues. 

Kamaladevi  Chattopadhya  National  Awards  

The Government has announced �ZKamaladevi Chattopadhya National Awards�[�U a new category of awards specially 
for women handloom weavers and women handicraft artisans. 

�ƒ The awards are being instituted from this year, so that women weavers and artisans receive due recognition and 
economic benefits associated with the Awards. 

About  Kamaladevi  Chattopadhyay:  

Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay was an Indian social reformer and freedom fighter. She is most remembered for her 
contribution to the Indian independence movement; for being the driving force behind the renaissance of Indian 
handicrafts, handlooms, and theatre in independent India; and for upliftment of the socio-economic standard of Indian 
women by pioneering the co-operative movement. 

�ƒ Several cultural institutions in India today exist because of her vision, including the National School of Drama, 
Sangeet Natak Akademi, Central Cottage Industries Emporium, and the Crafts Council of India. 
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�ƒ In 1974, she was awarded the Sangeet Natak Akademi Fellowship the highest honour conferred by the Sangeet 
Natak Akademi, �/�v���]���[�• National Academy of Music, Dance & Drama. 

Sources: pib. 
 

���‹�’�—�ï�• armoury  finds  a new home 

The task of relocation of the 18th Century Tipu �^�µ�o�š���v�[�• armoury at Srirangapatna has successfully been completed, 
making it the first such exercise in the history of Indian Railways that entailed moving a monument in one piece to a 
new site. 

�ƒ The location approved by the ASI for the final shifting of the monument is at a distance of 100 meters from the 
original site. 

Background:  

Though relocating a structure is a complex process, the problem was compounded for the railways as the monument 
was a masonry structure with hollow bricks and lime mortar, and the ASI had categorically stated that the structure 
should not be cut and reassembled. 

Besides, the Indian Railways lacked the technology for such translocation and the Institution of Engineers was asked 
to study and submit a report. The railways also scouted for private firms and based on the combined input, it came 
out with a methodology for shifting, which was approved by the Department of Archaeology, Government of 
Karnataka. 

March  21, 1791: 

The recent shifting of the Tipu Sultan armoury that stood on the Bengaluru-Mysuru railway track in Srirangapatna 
hindering its doubling work, has almost coincided with yet another historical milestone this month �v  226 years of the 
III Mysore War also called Third Anglo-Mysore war �v  the last major battle fought in Bengaluru where the British forces 
captured Bangalore Fort. 

Lord Cornwallis, who had then taken over the command of East India Company led the contingent for the III Anglo-
Mysore war against Tipu Sultan and the first attack was launched on March 21, 1791. The battle ended with the East 
India Company capturing the Bangalore Fort and Tipu had to retract to Srirangapatna. 

About  Tipu Sultan: 

�ƒ He was a ruler of the Kingdom of Mysore. He was the eldest son of Sultan Hyder Ali of Mysore. 

�ƒ Tipu introduced a number of administrative innovations during his rule, including his coinage, a new Mauludi 
lunisolar calendar, and a new land revenue system which initiated the growth of Mysore silk industry. 

�ƒ Tipu expanded the iron-cased Mysorean rockets and commissioned the military manual Fathul Mujahidin. 

�ƒ He is considered a pioneer in the use of rocket artillery. Tipu Sultan deployed the rockets against advances of 
British forces and their allies in their 1792 and 1799 Siege of Srirangapatna. 

�ƒ Napoleon, the French commander-in-chief who later became emperor, sought an alliance with Tipu. In alliance 
with the French in their struggle with the British, and in �D�Ç�•�}�Œ���[�• struggles with other surrounding powers, both 
Tipu and his father used their French trained army against the Marathas, Sira, and rulers of Malabar, Kodagu, 
Bednore, Carnatic, and Travancore. 

Sources: the hindu. 
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18 states. The survey highlighted inadequacies in urban governance that could affect public service delivery and quality 
of life. 

About  the  survey:  

The ASICS report is designed to help city leaders pin 
point issues in urban governance in their cities and 
help them chalk out a reform roadmap to make 
them more livable. 

�ƒ The City-Systems framework, comprises four 
distinct but inter-related components �t urban 
planning and design, urban capacities and 
resources; empowered and legitimate political 
representation and transparency, 
accountability and participation. 

�ƒ The survey for 2016 reveals several systemic 
inadequacies in urban governance that could 
affect public service delivery. 

�ƒ The better a city scores in the survey, the more 
likely it is that it will be able to deliver better 
quality of life to citizens over the medium and 
long-term. 

�ƒ The survey showed that Indian cities score 
between 2.1 and 4.4 on scale of 10, as against the global benchmarks of London and New York, which score 9.3 
and 9.8 respectively. 

�ƒ These low scores imply that Indian cities need to strengthen their city-systems �t quality of laws, policies and 
institutions significantly to improve service delivery and deliver a high quality of life to citizens.      

Highlights  of the  report:  

�ƒ Thiruvananthapuram is at the first place. Pune is ranked second, up two ranks from 2015, while Kolkata retains 
its third slot. 

�ƒ Delhi slips two places to rank ninth. The biggest gainer in the 2016 survey is Bhubaneswar, which has jumped 
eight places from 2015 to land at the 10th spot. 

�ƒ Bengaluru has dropped four places to rank 16, while Ludhiana, Jaipur and Chandigarh retain their previous 
positions of 19th, 20th and 21st respectively. 

�ƒ The survey found that the 21 cities generate just 37% of the amount they spend on average, with Patna raising 
only 17% on its own. Only Mumbai, Delhi, Hyderabad and Pune generate over 50% of the amount they spend 
from their own revenue. 

Way  ahead:  

Janaagraha recommends changes in planning laws to address the issues challenging the efficient planning of the cities. 
The Indian cities quality of laws, policies and institutions significantly to improve service delivery and thereby, deliver 
a high quality of life to citizens. 

Sources: the hindu. 
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Google Street View  helps manage urban ecosystem  

Scientists have concluded that Google Street View helps manage urban ecosystem. 

Background:  

Scientists have used over 100,000 images extracted from Google Street View to map and quantify how street trees 
regulate urban ecosystems in megacities. While it was generally accepted that trees and plants helped in regulating 
urban ecosystems, until now researchers had very little data to quantify its extent. 

How was this done?  

Researchers developed a method to map and quantify how street trees regulate ecosystem services. Scientists 
analysed hemispherical photographs using an algorithm to quantify the proportion of green canopy coverage at 50 
metre intervals across more than 80% of �^�]�v�P���‰�}�Œ���[�• road network. 

�ƒ Google Street �s�]���Á�[�• technology allowed researchers to tap into a standard dataset of panoramic photographs 
and streetscapes that use a global positioning system (GPS) to map images to specific locations. 

�ƒ The high spatial resolution of the images allowed researchers to estimate the amount of solar radiation that 
reaches the �����Œ�š�Z�[�• surface. Researchers said that increasing the cover of the street tree canopy could reduce 
ground surface and air temperatures on �^�]�v�P���‰�}�Œ���[�• streets. 

Significance  of this move:  

This new and relatively inexpensive method of rapidly estimating the amount of shade provided by street trees could 
help urban planners to identify areas of a city with low shade and prioritise the planting of new trees. 

Sources: the hindu. 
 

Nari  Shakti  Puraskars  

Nari Shakti Puraskars 2016 will be presented by the President on the eve of International �t�}�u���v�[�• Day. 

About  Nari  Shakti  Puraskars: 

To acknowledge �t�}�u���v�[�• achievements, the Government of India confers Nari Shakti Puraskars on eminent women 
and institutions in recognition of their service towards the cause of women empowerment. The Nari Shakti Awards 
were initiated in the year 1999. 

�ƒ The awards recognize the efforts made by women & institutions in rendering distinguished services for the cause 
of women, especially vulnerable and marginalized women. 

�ƒ The Ministry of Women and Child Development announces these national level awards for eminent women, 
organisations and institutions. 

�ƒ The Nari Shakti Puraskar carries a cash award of Rs.1 Lakh and a certificate for individuals and institutions. 

Eligibility:  

The Puraskars are open to all Indian Institutions, organisations and individuals. The WCD Ministry invites nominations 
from the State Governments, Union Territory Administrations, concerned Central Ministries/Departments, Non-
Governmental Organisations, Universities/ Institutions, private and public sector undertakings (PSUs) working for 
empowerment of women. However, in exceptional cases, the Selection Committee may also, suo moto, recommend 
a person or institution for the award, with justification. 

Selection  process:  

A Screening Committee to scrutinize and short list the nominations received for the Awards and a Selection Committee 
constituted for the purpose considers the achievements of organizations and individuals nominated or recommended 
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for the Puraskars by the prescribed authority. The outstanding contributions in the field are of primary consideration 
in identifying the recipients of Puraskars. 

The final selections of the Awardees are made by the National Selection Committee which takes into account the 
recommendations of the Screening Committee. The National Selection Committee may at its discretion also consider 
individuals other than those recommended by the State Governments/Central Ministries. 

Sources: pib. 
 

International  ���‘�•�‡�•�ï�•  day 2017  

International �t�}�u���v�[�• Day was celebrated on March 8 across the world. It is an annual marker that aims to bring 
attention to �Á�}�u���v�[�• accomplishments and obstacles. 

Key facts:  

�ƒ The day is designed to �^�Œ���(�o�����š on progress made, to call for change and to celebrate acts of courage and 
determination by ordinary women who have played an extraordinary role in the history of their countries and 
communities. 

�ƒ The first International �t�}�u���v�[�• Day took place in 1911 in Austria, Denmark, Germany and Switzerland. 

�ƒ The UN celebrates the day on the basis of different themes. In 2016, the theme was Planet 50-50 by 2030: Step 
It Up for Gender Equality. This year, the theme is Women in the Changing World of Work: Planet 50-50 by 2030. 

�ƒ The day has now come to be also known as the United Nations Day for �t�}�u���v�[�• Rights and International Peace. 
Sources: the hindu. 

 

Hyderabad  best city  to live  in, beats Delhi,  Mumbai  for  third  time  

�D���Œ�����Œ�[�• Quality of Living rankings 2017 has been released. �D���Œ�����Œ�[�• survey is one of the comprehensive and annual 
feature to enable multinational companies and other employers to compensate employees fairly when placing them 
on international assignments. 

�ƒ The parameters taken into account for the survey include political and social environment, medical care and 
health considerations, public services, recreation facilities and natural environment amongst others. 

Key facts:  

�ƒ Hyderabad has scored a hat trick of sorts. It has emerged as the best city in terms of quality of living among Indian 
cities for the third time in a row. 

�ƒ In contrast, the national capital New Delhi stays rock bottom for the second consecutive year among the Indian 
cities surveyed. 

�ƒ Hyderabad and Pune rank higher than the ���}�µ�v�š�Œ�Ç�[�• business centres Mumbai and New Delhi. However, on a 
global scale Hyderabad dropped five places compared to last year to rank 144. 

�ƒ Globally, Vienna occupies first place for overall quality of living for the eighth year running, with the rest of the 
top-ten list mostly filled by European cities: Zurich (2), Munich (4), Dusseldorf (6), Frankfurt (7), Geneva (8), 
Copenhagen (9), and Basel, a newcomer to the list, in 10th place. 

�ƒ The only non-European cities in the top ten are Auckland, (3) and Vancouver (5). The highest ranking cities in Asia 
and Latin America are Singapore (25) and Montevideo (79), respectively. 

Sources: toi. 
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With  India  at 148th  in  number  of women  MPs, UN official  moots  quotas 

Releasing a world ranking of the number of women parliamentarians that that placed India at number 148, UN Women 
�v  the international �}�Œ�P���v�]�•���š�]�}�v�[�• arm for empowering women �v  has called for reservations for women. 

�ƒ The rankings of all 193 United Nations member countries were released by the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) 
and UN Women. 

Performance  of various  countries:  

�ƒ In India, women made up 11.8% of the Lok Sabha where 64 were elected to the 542-member house and 11% of 
the Rajya Sabha with 27 of the 245 members. 

�ƒ India ranked 88 in the number of women Ministers with five or 18.5% in the cabinet. 

�ƒ Rwanda ranked first in the number of women parliamentarians with 61.3% in the lower house, followed by Bolivia 
with 53.1% and Cuba 48.9%. 

�ƒ In South Asia, Nepal ranked 48 with 29.6% of the lower house seats held by women; Pakistan ranked 89 with 
20.6% (but with no Ministers); Bangladesh was 91st with 20.3%, and Sri Lanka lagged at 179th place with 5.8%. 

�ƒ Bulgaria, France and Nicaragua tied for the first rank for the number of women ministers with 52.9% each. 

About  UN Women:  The United  Nations  Entity for Gender  Equality  and  the  Empowerment  of Women:  

UN Women is the UN entity dedicated to gender equality and the empowerment of women. UN Women was 
established to accelerate progress on meeting their needs worldwide. 

In July 2010, the United Nations General Assembly created UN Women, the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality 
and the Empowerment of Women. In doing so, UN Member States took an historic step in accelerating the 
�K�Œ�P���v�]�Ì���š�]�}�v�[�• goals on gender equality and the empowerment of women. The creation of UN Women came about as 
part of the UN reform agenda, bringing together resources and mandates for greater impact. 

It merges  and  builds  on  the  important  work  of four  previously  distinct  parts  of the  UN system,  which  
focused  exclusively  on gender  equality  and  �Z�R�P�H�Q�·�V empowerment:  

�ƒ Division for the Advancement of Women (DAW). 

�ƒ International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women (INSTRAW). 

�ƒ Office of the Special Adviser on Gender Issues and Advancement of Women (OSAGI). 

�ƒ United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM). 
Sources: the hindu. 

 

Paper 1 Topic: Effects of globalization on Indian society. 

A Government  Panel recommends  legal framework  for  protection  of interests  of 
migra nts in  the country  

The �Z�t�}�Œ�l�]�v�P Group on �D�]�P�Œ���š�]�}�v�[ set by the Ministry of Housing & Urban Poverty Alleviationin 2015 has submitted 
its Report to the Government. 

�ƒ The Panel has recommended necessary legal and policy framework to protect the interests of the migrants in the 
country, stating that the migrant population makes substantial contribution to economic growth and their 
Constitutional rights need to be secured. 

Important  recommendations:  

�ƒ The Working Group has recommended that the Protocols of the Registrar General of India needs to be amended 
to enable caste based enumeration of migrants so that they can avail the attendant benefits in the States to 
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which migration takes place. It also recommended that migrants should be enabled to avail benefits of Public 
Distribution System (PDS) in the destination State by providing for inter-State operability of PDS. 

�ƒ Referring to Constitutional Right of Freedom of Movement and residence in any part of the territory of the 
country, the Group suggested that States should be encouraged to proactively eliminate the requirement of 
domicile status to prevent any discrimination in work and employment. States are also to be asked to include 
migrant children in the Annual Work Plans under Sarva Siksha Abhiyan (SSA) to uphold their Right to Education. 

�ƒ Noting that money remittances of migrants was of the order of Rs.50,000 cr during 2007-08, the Working Group 
suggested that the vast network of post offices need to be made effective use of by reducing the cost of transfer 
of money to avoid informal remittences. It also suggested that migrants should be enabled to open bank accounts 
by asking banks to adhere to RBI guidelines regarding Know Your Customer (KYC) norms and not insist on 
documents that were not required. 

�ƒ The Group suggested that the hugely underutilized Construction Workers Welfare Cess Fund should be used to 
promote rental housing, working Women Hostels etc., for the benefit of migrants. 

Background:  

According to Census 2011 and National Sample Survey Organisation (NSSO), migrants constitute about 30% of the 
���}�µ�v�š�Œ�Ç�[�• population and also of the total working force. The recent Economic Survey noted that annual migration in 
the country increased from 3.30 million in 2011 to 9.00 million in 2016. 

Sources: pib. 
 

Paper 1 Topic: Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, 
cyclone etc., geographical features and their location- changes in critical  geographical features (including 
water-bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes. 

NIO finds  a new canyon system close to Kovvada coast 

Scientists of CSIR-National Institute of Oceanography (NIO) in Visakhapatnam are an ecstatic lot. They have found 
three new canyons forming a major canyon system in the depths of Bay of Bengal close to Kovvada in Srikakulam 
district. 

Canyon systems are generally formed by flow of river water into the sea and they could be as old as the river system, 
which is close to 23 million years. 
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Key facts:  

�ƒ The discovery of the new canyon system in the Bay of Bengal by the scientists of CSRI-NIO came five decades 
after another group of underwater canyons was found in the sixties. 

�ƒ The new canyon systems were discovered between Visakhapatnam and a few kilometres north of 
Bheenumipatnam and they were named as Andhra after Andhra University, Mahadevan after Prof. Mahadeven, 
who is considered to be the father of Geology in India, and Krishna after the then Vice-Chancellor of AU Prof. V.S. 
Krishna. 

�ƒ The new canyon system is very huge and probably formed by the river Kandivalasa. The depth of the canyon 
varies from about 90 metres from the starting point to about 2,500 metres at the deepest point, and it extends 
to about 50 to 70 km deep into the sea and the width varies from 50 metres to two km. 

�ƒ As per the findings, the depth is more than the Grand Canyon, which is about 1,857 metres. 

Significance  of this discovery:  

�ƒ Most of the canyons in the ocean system across the world act as channels for depositing sediments in the shelf 
region. The more the deposit, the more are the chances of finding hydro-carbons. 

�ƒ The discovery of the canyon is not only a major breakthrough in underwater geological formations, but also gives 
us immense scope to study and explore new benthic ecosystem. The study of ecology and fauna and micro 
organisms will not only tell us about our past but also throw light on new science. The study of how organisms 
live and flourish at low oxygen level and high current system can lead us to understand human heart diseases 
better and help us develop new treatment system. 

Sources: the hindu. 
 

�î���•�†�‹�ƒ�ï�• temperature  rose by 0.60 degree over  last  110 �›�‡�ƒ�”�•�ï 

According to the Indian Meteorological Department (IMD), in line with rising temperatures across the globe, all 
India mean temperatures have risen nearly 0.60 degree Celsius over the last 110 years. Further IMD studies have 
highlighted that extreme events like heat waves have risen in the last 30 years. 

Global  scenario:  

As per the fifth Assessment Report (AR5) of 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) published in 2014, globally averaged 
combined land and ocean surface temperature 
has risen by 0.85 degree Celsius over the period 
1880 to 2012. 

Many extreme weather and climate events like 
heat waves, heavy precipitation and tropical 
cyclones have been observed since about 1950. 

Efforts by  government  to  combat  climate  
change:  

The government has launched the National 
Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC) in June, 
2008 to deal with climate change and related 
issues. 
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About  the  project:  

The 55.5 high Shahpur Kandi dam, located in Gurdaspur district of Punjab, will help in  providing irrigation facility to 
5000 hectares of land in Punjab and 32173 hectares in J&K besides generation of 206 MW power. 

�ƒ Tagged as a national project by the Centre, it was to be built with an estimated cost of Rs 2,285.81 crore (as per 
April 2008 price level) and is expected to generate 206 megawatt electricity. The project will continue to be 
implemented by Punjab and its design shall be as agreed by both states. Model studies will be carried out 
concurrently to ensure J&K gets its mandated share of 1,150 cusecs of water. 

�ƒ Under the scheme, MoWR, RD&GR provides central assistance @ 90% of the balance cost of works component 
of irrigation and water supply. 

�ƒ The construction of Shahpur Kandi project was taken up in May 1999 but later halted in 2014 due to dispute 
between Punjab and J&K. 

Sources: pib. 
 

Kerala  completes  work  on first  check-dam across the Bhavani  

Notwithstanding stiff opposition from Tamil Nadu, the Kerala Irrigation Department has completed work on the first 
of the half-a-dozen check-dams proposed across the inter-State river Bhavani to address drinking and irrigation water 
shortage in Attappady. 

�ƒ The check-dam is the first major initiative on the part of the State to utilise 6 TMC water awarded from the 
Bhavani basin by the Cauvery Tribunal 10 years ago. 

�ƒ The Supreme Court has ratified the verdict and allowed the State to move ahead with its check-dam proposals. 
However, stiff resistance from Tamil Nadu had delayed the work. 

Opposition:  

The Tamil Nadu government is planning to move the Supreme Court on the issue of construction of check dams by 
neighbouring Kerala across the Bhavani river. 

Background:  

Bhavani River, is a tributary of the River Cauvery originating from the South West Corner of the Nilgiri hills of the 
Western Ghats in Tamil Nadu states. It enters kerala through Palakkad district between two high forested ridges about 
20 kms up to Mukkali, after the abrupt turn in the northeast direction through a totally degraded and denuded 
catchment about 25 km where the whole population of the Attappady valley lies upto Koodappatti. 

�ƒ Attappady Reserve Forest is a protected well known prominent forest area in Palakkad district of Kerala. 
Attappady has many tribal groups include Irular, Mudugar and Kurumbar has own rich culture and tradition that 
go beyond the Vedic times. 

�ƒ It is a tributary of Kaveri river. 
Sources: the hindu. 

  

Supreme Court  ref uses to stay Manohar  ���ƒ�”�”�‹�•�ƒ�”�ï�• oath -taking  ceremony  

The Supreme Court has refused to stay the swearing in of ���:�W�[�• chief minister candidate Manohar Parrikar and ordered 
a floor test in the Goa Legislative Assembly on March 16. 

Background:  

The Congress had challenged the invitation extended by the Goa governor to BJP leader Manohar Parrikar to form 
government, despite emerging as the single largest party in the assembly election. 
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The Congress party said that as per well-established constitutional norms and conventions, the single-largest party 
ought to have been given an opportunity to form government and prove its majority. 

Constitutional  powers  of governor:  

The governor appoints the chief minister, who enjoys the support of the majority in the Legislative Assembly. The 
governor also appoints the other members of the Council of Ministers and distributes portfolios to them on the advice 
of the chief minister. When no party gets a clear majority, the governor can use his discretion in the selection of chief 
ministerial candidate to prove the majority as soon as possible. 

Sources: the hindu. 
 

Paper 2 Topic: Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary Ministries and 
Departments of the Government; pressure groups and formal/informal  associations and their role in the 
Polity. 

SC to HCs: ���‘�•�ï�– keep review  pleas pending  

The Supreme Court has asked High Courts to dispose of review petitions as expeditiously as possible to prevent any 
slow-up in the process of justice. 

�ƒ The Supreme Court has asked the High Courts not to keep the applications for review pending as that is likely to 
delay the matter in every court and also embolden the likes of the petitioner to take a stand intelligently depicting 
the same in the application for condonation of delay. 

Background:  

The court was hearing a case in which a plea for review of an order passed by a Single Judge Bench of the Kerala High 
Court on March 9, 2012 took four years to be decided on October 26, 2016. 

Key facts:  

�ƒ The court has issued a slew of guidelines for High Courts, litigants and their lawyers while dealing with review 
petitions. It said �^���v endeavour has to be made by the High Courts to dispose of the applications for review with 
���Æ�‰�����]���v���Ç�X�_ 

�ƒ The judgment observed that it was also the duty of a litigant to file his review plea against a judgment on time. 
The court said it was the obligation of counsel filing an application for review to cure or remove the defects at 
the earliest. Review petitions were often kept on �^�o�]�(�� �•�µ�‰�‰�}�Œ�š�_ by litigants and their lawyers to deliberately delay 
the process. 

�ƒ The court said the registry of the High Courts had a duty to place the matter before the judge/Bench with defects 
so that there could be preemptory orders for removal of defects. An adroit method could not be adopted to file 
an application for review and wait till  its rejection and, thereafter, challenge the orders in the special leave 
petition. 

Sources: the hindu. 
 

Paper 2 Topic: Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of 
various Constitutional Bodies.  

CAG to undertake  audit  of demonetisation  fallout  

The Comptroller and Auditor General of India will soon begin an audit of various aspects of demonetisation announced 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on November 8 last year. 

�ƒ By this measure, the Centre had withdrawn �$�í�U�ì�ì�ì and �$�ñ�ì�ì notes from circulation. 
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Castes and Scheduled Tribes was replaced by two separate Commissions namely- (i) the National Commission for 
Scheduled Castes (NCSC), and (ii) the National Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST). 

�ƒ The term of office of Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson and each member is three years from the date of assumption 
of charge. The Chairperson has been given the rank of Union Cabinet Minister and the Vice-Chairperson that of a 
Minister of State and other Members have the ranks of a Secretary to the Government of India. 

�ƒ NCST is empowered to investigate and monitor matters relating to safeguards provided for STs under the 
Constitution or under other laws or under Govt. order. The Commission is also authorized to inquire into specific 
complaints relating to rights and safeguards of STs and to participate and advise in the Planning Process relating 
to socio-economic development of STs and to evaluate the progress of their development under the Union and 
States. 

�ƒ The commission submits its report to the President annually on the working of safeguards and measures required 
for effective implementation of Programmers/ Schemes relating to welfare and socio-economic development of 
STs. 

Sources: pib. 
 

7th  National  Awards  for  Technology  Innovation  in  Petrochemicals  and 
Downstream  Plastics Processing Industry  (2016 -17)  

Union Minister for Chemicals & Fertilizers and Parliamentary Affairs, Shri Ananthkumar recently presented the 7th 
National Awards for Technology Innovation in Petrochemicals and Downstream Plastics Processing Industry (2016-17). 

�ƒ For the 7th National Awards, 415 nominations were received and finally, 16 nominations have been selected as 
Winners and 7 nominations as Runners-up for 2016-17. 

About  the  awards:  

Central Institute of Plastics Engineering and Technology (CIPET) has been entrusted with the responsibility of 
implementing the scheme of the National Awards for Technology Innovation in Petrochemical sector and Downstream 
Plastics Processing Industry. 

About  CIPET: 

It is an autonomous organization under Department of Chemicals & Petrochemicals (DCPC). CIPET headquarters was 
established at Chennai in 1968 with UNDP assistance. It receives funding support from the administration ministry, 
OPEC, UNIDO and the World Bank. 

This is the only institute of this kind in India where all facilities like design, tooling, processing and testing of plastics 
are available under one roof. CIPET caters to the needs of plastic industries through manpower training, processing, 
design and CAD/CAM/CAE, testing, consultancy, advisory and developmental services. 

Sources: pib. 
 

NGT fixes norms  for  camping  along Ganga 

The National Green Tribunal has prohibited all camping activity on beaches along the Ganga which fall within 100 
meters from the middle of the river during lean season flow from Shivpuri to Rishikesh, a hub for eco-tourism and river 
rafting. 

�ƒ The Bench relied on various studies by Uttarakhand and the Wildlife Institute of India which said that of the total 
56 beaches, 33 were recommended for camping while 23 were out of bounds. 

�ƒ Out of the 33 sites recommended for beach camping, 3 fall entirely outside the restriction of 100 meters imposed 
by the Tribunal in various cases, 8 sites are wholly within 100 meters while the remaining 22 sites are partially 
within 100 meters and partially outside 100 meters. 



 P a g e  | 28   

�ƒ The Bench has directed that the management plan prepared by the State government with regard to beach 
camping be implemented while noting how authorities allowed large number of defaulters included people 
carrying weapons, drinking on the beaches and even raising permanent/concrete structure at the camping sites. 

Background:  

The judgment came on a petition highlighting how unregulated camping was leading to pollution in the river and 
adjoining areas. The petition also showed how tourists left behind litter and polluted the river and the soil. 

In December 2015, the NGT in its order had banned rafting and camping activities along 36 kms stretch between 
Kaudiyala and Rishikesh. It had then noted that the �^�����u�‰ing �����v�_ would continue till  the �^�Œ���P�µ�o���š�}�Œ�Ç regime comes 
into �(�}�Œ�����_�X 

About  the  National  Green  Tribunal  (NGT): quick  look  

NGT has been established under the National Green Tribunal Act 2010 for effective and expeditious disposal of cases 
relating to environmental protection and conservation of forests and other natural resources. 

�ƒ The tribunal deals with matters relating to the enforcement of any legal right relating to environment and giving 
relief and compensation for damages to persons and property. 

�ƒ The Tribunal is not bound by the procedure laid down under the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, but shall be guided 
by principles of natural justice. 

�ƒ The �d�Œ�]���µ�v���o�[�• dedicated jurisdiction in environmental matters shall provide speedy environmental justice and 
help reduce the burden of litigation in the higher courts. 

�ƒ The Tribunal is mandated to make and endeavour for disposal of applications or appeals finally within 6 months 
of filing of the same. 

Members:  

�ƒ Sanctioned strength: currently, 10 expert members and 10 judicial members (although the act allows for up to 
20 of each). 

�ƒ Chairman: is the administrative head of the tribunal, also serves as a judicial member and is required to be a 
serving or retired Chief Justice of a High Court or a judge of the Supreme Court of India. 

�ƒ Selection: Members are chosen by a selection committee (headed by a sitting judge of the Supreme Court of 
India) that reviews their applications and conducts interviews. 

�ƒ The Judicial members are chosen from applicants who are serving or retired judges of High Courts. 

�ƒ Expert members are chosen from applicants who are either serving or retired bureaucrats not below the rank of 
an Additional Secretary to the Government of India (not below the rank of Principal Secretary if serving under a 
state government) with a minimum administrative experience of five years in dealing with environmental 
matters. Or, the expert members must have a doctorate in a related field. 

Sources: the hindu. 
 

Centre to contest  tribunal  order  on military  pay 

The Defence Ministry has decided as a matter of principle to challenge in the Supreme Court the ruling of the Armed 
Forces Tribunal to grant non-functional upgrade (NFU) for the armed forces. While the government is not against the 
upgrade for the services, its challenge is on principle as a tribunal has no authority to take such a decision. 
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Background:  

Last December, the tribunal granted the upgrade to the armed forces personnel in pay and allowances in response to 
a petition filed by over 160 officers. The upgrade has been one of the core anomalies raised by the services in the 
Seventh Pay Commission recommendations, which are yet to be implemented for them. 

�ƒ The upgrade entitles all officers of a batch who are not promoted to draw the salary and grade pay that the 
senior-most officer of their batch would get after a certain period. 

�ƒ The Sixth Pay Commission had granted the upgrade to most Group �Z���[ officers but not the military. Since then, 
the armed forces had been demanding a one-time notional upgrade to ensure parity. However, the Seventh Pay 
Commission (SPC) gave a mixed verdict on it and the issue has since been referred to the Anomalies Committee. 

About  Armed  Forces Tribunal:  

The Armed Forces Tribunal Act 2007, was passed by the Parliament and led to the formation of AFT with the power 
provided for the adjudication or trial by Armed Forces Tribunal of disputes and complaints with respect to commission, 
appointments, enrolments and conditions of service in respect of persons subject to the Army Act, 1950, The Navy 
Act, 1957 and the Air Force Act, 1950.It can further provide for appeals arising out of orders, findings or sentences of 
courts- martial held under the said Acts and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto. 

The Tribunal transacts their proceedings as per the Armed Forces Tribunal ( Procedure) rules, 2008. All proceedings in 
the Tribunal will be in English. The Tribunal will normally follow the procedure as is practiced in the High Courts of 
India. 

Composition:  

Each Bench comprises of a Judicial Member and an Administrative Member. 

�ƒ The Judicial Members are retired High Court Judges and Administrative Members are retired Members of the 
Armed Forces who have held rant of Major General/ equivalent or above for a period of three years or more, 
Judge Advocate General (JAG), who have held the appointment for at least one year are also entitled to be 
appointed as the Administrative Member. 

Sources: the hindu. 
 

Two insolvency  professional  entities  gets IBBI  recognition  

The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) has given recognition to two insolvency professional entities- IRR 
Insolvency Professionals Pvt Ltd and AAA Insolvency Professionals LLP. 

�ƒ The Insolvency Professionals (IPs) are registered and regulated by the IBBI. They have a critical role in transactions 
under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 (Code). The Code and regulations made there under provide for 
strengthening their capacity on a continuous basis. 

Background:  

A limited liability partnership, a registered partnership firm or a company may be recognised by the IBBI as an IPE if 
(a) a majority of the partners of the limited liability partnership or registered partnership firm are registered as 
insolvency professionals (IPs); or (b) a majority of the whole-time directors of the company are registered as insolvency 
professionals, as the case may be. An IPE is jointly and severally liable for all acts or omissions of its partners or directors 
as IPs committed during such partnership or directorship. 

The Insolvency  and  Bankruptcy  Code,  2016: 

It is considered as the biggest economic reform next only to GST. It offers a market determined, time bound 
mechanism for orderly resolution of insolvency, wherever possible, and orderly exit, wherever required. The Code 
envisages an ecosystem comprising National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT), National Company Law 
Tribunal (NCLT), Debt Recovery Appellate Tribunal (DRAT), Debt Recovery Tribunal (DRT), Insolvency and 



 P a g e  | 30   

Bankruptcy Board of India (Board), Information Utilities (IUs), Insolvency Professionals (IPs), Insolvency Professional 
Agencies (IPAs) and Insolvency Professional Entities (IPEs) for implementation of the Code. 

The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India was established on October 1, 2016 in accordance with the provisions 
of The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016. It provides a market-determined and time bound mechanism for orderly 
resolution of insolvency, wherever possible, and orderly exit, wherever required. 

Sources: pib. 
 

���‹�•�‘�”�‹�–�‹�‡�•�ï panel  has no member  

The National Commission for Minorities (NCM), formed to protect the interests of minority communities, is left with 
no member. The last member of the panel, Dadi E Mistri, a representative of the Parsi community, demitted office 
recently after completing his stipulated three-year term with the commission. 

The government says the process of filling vacancies is on.  

About  NCM:  

The NCM was set up under the National Commission for Minorities Act, 1992 to look into complaints from members 
of five religious communities �v  Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists and Zoroastrians (Parsis). Jain community was 
notified as a minority community in 2014. 

�ƒ Besides NCM, 15 states, including Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal, Maharashtra and Assam, which are home 
to sizeable minority populace, have set up commissions at their respective levels. 

�ƒ Aggrieved persons belonging to the communities may approach the state minorities commissions concerned for 
redressal of their grievances or send their representations to the NCM after exhausting all avenues of remedies 
available. 

�ƒ The functions of the state commissions, inter-alia, are to safeguard and protect the interests of minorities 
provided in the Constitution and laws enacted by Parliament and state legislatures. 

Sources: the hindu. 
 

Narendra  Kumar  takes over  as Chairman  Central  Water  Commission  

Shri Narendra Kumar, an officer of Central Water Engineering Service (1979 batch) has assumed the charge of 
Chairman, Central Water Commission (CWC). 

About  Central  Water  Commission:  

Central Water Commission is a premier Technical Organization of India in the field of Water Resources and is presently 
functioning as an attached office of the Ministry of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, 
Government of India. 

The Commission is entrusted with the general responsibilities of initiating, coordinating and furthering in consultation 
of the State Governments concerned, schemes for control, conservation and utilization of water resources throughout 
the country, for purpose of Flood Control, Irrigation, Navigation, Drinking Water Supply and Water Power 
Development. It also undertakes the investigations, construction and execution of any such schemes as required. 

Sources: pib. 
 
 
 
 
 



 P a g e  | 31   

New Chairman  of National  Commission  for  Safai Karamcharis  

Shri Manhar Valji Bhai Zala has been appointed the new chairman of National Commission for Safai Karmachari. 

About  NCSK: 

National Commission for Safai Karamcharis is an Indian statutory body was established through National 
Commission for Safai Karamcharis Act, 1993. It aims to promote and safeguard the interests and rights of Safai 
Karamcharis. 

The National Commission for Safai Karamcharis seeks to study, evaluate and monitor the implementation of various 
schemes for Safai Karamcharis as an autonomous organisation and also to provide redressal of their grievances. 

Sources: pib. 
 

NCST Approves Proposal for Five Additional Seats for Tribals in Sikkim Assembly  

National Commission for Schedule Tribes (NCST) has approved the proposal for five additional seat for tribals in Sikkim 
assembly. 

�ƒ Out of the proposed additional eight seats, five seats would be reserved for Limbu and Tamang tribes. 

�ƒ At present there are 32 members in Sikkim assembly and it would be increased to 40. Reserve seats for STs are 
increased from 12 to 17. 

About  NCST: 

NCST was established by amending Article 338 and inserting a new Article 338A in the Constitution through the 
Constitution (89th Amendment) Act, 2003. By this amendment, the erstwhile National Commission for Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes was replaced by two separate Commissions namely- (i) the National Commission for 
Scheduled Castes (NCSC), and (ii) the National Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST). 

�ƒ The term of office of Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson and each member is three years from the date of assumption 
of charge. The Chairperson has been given the rank of Union Cabinet Minister and the Vice-Chairperson that of a 
Minister of State and other Members have the ranks of a Secretary to the Government of India. 

�ƒ NCST is empowered to investigate and monitor matters relating to safeguards provided for STs under the 
Constitution or under other laws or under Govt. order. The Commission is also authorized to inquire into specific 
complaints relating to rights and safeguards of STs and to participate and advise in the Planning Process relating 
to socio-economic development of STs and to evaluate the progress of their development under the Union and 
States. 

�ƒ The commission submits its report to the President annually on the working of safeguards and measures required 
for effective implementation of Programmers/ Schemes relating to welfare and socio-economic development of 
STs. 

Sources: pib. 
 

NCLT gives nod for Cairn -Vedanta merger  

The National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) has approved the metals and mining firm �s�������v�š���[�• merger with its cash-
rich oil subsidiary Cairn India, paving the way for the formation of the fourth-largest resource company in the world 
after BHP Billiton, RioTinto and Glencore Plc. 

About  NCLT: 

The Central Government constituted National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) under section 408 of the Companies Act, 
2013 in June 2016. It is a successor body of the Company Law Board. 
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Powers of NCLT: 

�ƒ Most of the powers of the Company Law Board under the Companies Act, 1956. 

�ƒ All the powers of BIFR for revival and rehabilitation of sick industrial companies. 

�ƒ Power of High Court in the matters of mergers, demergers, amalgamations, winding up, 
etc. 

�ƒ Power to order repayment of deposits accepted by Non-Banking Financial Companies. 

�ƒ Power to wind up companies. 

�ƒ Power to Review its own orders. 
Sources: the hindu. 

 

National Commission for Socially and Educationally Backward Classes Gets 
Approved By Cabinet   

The Union cabinet has approved setting up of National Commission for Socially and Educationally Backward Classes 
replacing the National Commission for Backward Classes (NCBC). This requires amending the Constitution and 
inserting Article 338B for setting up the new commission. 

A bill in this regard will be proposed. The bill to be introduced in Parliament proposes: 

�ƒ Insertion of a new Clause (26C) under Article 366 to define Socially and Educationally Backward Classes. 

�ƒ Insertion of provision after Articles 341 and 342 viz. 342 A to provide for �W���Œ�o�]���u���v�š�[�• approval for every inclusion 
into and exclusion from the Central List of Other Backward Classes. 

�ƒ Repeal of National Commission for Backward Classes Act, 1993, and Rules framed there under. 

�ƒ Dissolution of the Commission constituted under the Act of 1993. 

�ƒ Composition of the new Commission, i.e. National Commission for Socially and Educationally Backward Classes, 
with a Chairperson, Vice Chairperson and three other Members. 

Background:  

Set up in 1993, the NCBC was entrusted with examining requests for inclusion of any class of citizens as a backward 
class in the lists and hear complaints of over-inclusion or under-inclusion of any backward class in such lists and advice 
central government on the matter. 

Sources: The Hindu, Times of India 
 

���������‹�•�’�‘�•�‡�•��@�w�{�s���…�”�‘�”�‡���’�‡�•�ƒ�Ž�–�›���‘�•�����‘�ƒ�Ž��India  

Fair trade regulator Competition Commission of India (CCI) has imposed a penalty �}�(�$�ñ�õ�í�X�ì�í crore upon Coal India 
Limited (CIL) on finding that CIL and its subsidiaries violated the Competition Act by imposing unfair and discriminatory 
conditions in Fuel Supply Agreements (FSAs) with power producers for supply of non-coking coal. 

�ƒ Apart from ordering CIL and its subsidiaries to �^�������•�� and �����•�]�•�š�_ from anti-competitive practices, the CCI also 
directed modification of the FSAs. 

�ƒ CIL had also been directed to ensure uniformity between old and new power producers as well as between private 
and PSU power producers. 
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Significance  of this move:  

An audit like this will eventually help the organization enhance its performance. It would find out the loopholes, 
highlight what the regulator should do to cover up those. 

About  FSSAI: 

FSSAI was set up in August 2011 under the Food Safety and Standard Act, 2006. 

�ƒ It has powers to lay down standards for food articles and to regulate their manufacturing, storage, distribution, 
sale and import. 

�ƒ Some of its activities include licencing and surveillance of food and beverages outlets, enforcement of safety 
regulations across registered food vendors and ensuring safety of imported food items, their standards and 
labelling. 

Sources: pib. 
 

Paper 2 Topic: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising 
out of their design and it. 

India  signs Financing  Agreement  with  World  Bank for  Tejaswini  

A Financing Agreement for IDA credit of US$ 63 million (equivalent) for the �^�d���i���•�Á�]�v�]�_ Socio-Economic Empowerment 
of Adolescent Girls and Young Women �W�Œ�}�i�����š�_ was recently signed between India and the World Bank. 

About  Tejaswini:  

The development objective of Tejaswini, for Socioeconomic Empowerment of Adolescent Girls and Young Women 
(AGYW) Project in India is to improve completion of market-driven skills training and secondary education for 
adolescent girls and young women in select districts of Jharkhand. 

�ƒ The project seeks to empower the adolescent girls with basic life skills and thereafter provide further 
opportunities to acquire market driven skill training or completion of secondary education, depending on the 
inclination of the beneficiary. The project will be delivered in 17 Districts of Jharkhand. 

�ƒ The project has three main components, (i) Expanding social, educational and economic opportunities (ii) 
Intensive service delivery (iii) State capacity-building and implementation support. 

�ƒ About 680,000 adolescent girls and young women in the project Districts are expected to benefit from the 
program. 

Sources: pib. 
 

Projects  worth  Rs 1050  Crore Awarded  to arrest  sewage pollution  in  Ganga from  
Patna 

In a major step taken to develop adequate sewage treatment infrastructure in Patna to keep Ganga clean, projects 
worth Rs 1,050 crore have been awarded under Namami Gange programme. The amount will be spent for setting up 
two two Sewage Treatment Plants (STPs), renovation of one existing STP, construction of two pumping stations and 
laying of new underground sewage network of about 400 kilometers. 

About  Namami  Gange  Program me:  

Namami Gange programme was launched as a mission to achieve the target of cleaning river Ganga in an effective 
manner with the unceasing involvement of all stakeholders, especially five major Ganga basin States �t Uttarakhand, 
Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand, Bihar and West Bengal. 

�ƒ The programme envisages River Surface Cleaning, Sewerage Treatment Infrastructure, River Front Development, 
Bio-Diversity, Afforestation and Public Awareness. 
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Implementation:  

�ƒ The program would be implemented by the National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG), and its state counterpart 
organizations i.e., State Program Management Groups (SPMGs). 

�ƒ In order to improve implementation, a three-tier mechanism has been proposed for project monitoring 
comprising of a) High level task force chaired by Cabinet Secretary assisted by NMCG at national level, b) State 
level committee chaired by Chief Secretary assisted by SPMG at state level and c) District level committee chaired 
by the District Magistrate. 

�ƒ The program emphasizes on improved coordination mechanisms between various Ministries/Agencies of Central 
and State governments. 

Ganga  unlikely  to  be  cleaned  by  2018: 

According to some experts, the government is unlikely to be able to clean the Ganga by 2018, a target set by the 
government. Key reasons include �^�µ�v�Œ�����•�}�v�����o���_ directions by the National Green Tribunal (NGT) questioning the 
operating capacity of sewage treatment plants in Uttar Pradesh and a delay in clearances by State governments to 
execute projects. 

Sources: the hindu. 
 

Keeping over  10 old  notes to attract  fine  

The Specified Bank Notes (Cessation of Liabilities) Act, 2017 has received President Pranab �D�µ�l�Z���Œ�i�����[�• approval. The 
government has also notified this law making it a criminal offence to possess more than a certain number of the old 
Rs. 500 and Rs. 1,000 notes. 

Key facts:  

�ƒ Now, possessing more than 10 pieces of old notes by individuals and more than 25 pieces for study, research or 
numismatics purposes would attract a fine of Rs. 10,000 or five times the value of the cash held, whichever is 
higher. 

�ƒ The law also has a provision for a fine of a minimum of Rs. 50,000 if people falsely declare they were outside the 
country during the demonetisation period of November 9, 2016 to December 30, 2016. According to the rules, 
those actually outside the country within this window are allowed to deposit the old notes till  March 31. 

�ƒ The Act also effectively puts to end the liability of the RBI and the government on the demonetised currency 
notes. 

Background:  

The decision to demonetise high value currency notes was announced by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on November 
8, 2016, with the stated objective of hitting those with black money stashed away, as well as stopping the influx of 
counterfeit notes of these denominations. 

Sources: the hindu. 
 

Supreme Court  seeks reply  of govt, EC on PIL on convicts  fighting  polls  

The government and the Election Commission have been granted the last opportunity by the Supreme Court to spell 
out their stand on a plea for debarring convicts from contesting polls for life and stopping them from entering the 
judiciary and the executive. 

Background:  

A PIL was filed in the Supreme Court seeking a lifetime ban on convicted politicians from holding any political office or 
post, instead of the present six-year ban. 
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�ƒ �^�/�v the Executive and Judiciary, when a person is convicted for any criminal offence, he/she is suspended 
automatically and debarred from his services for life. This rule, however, is applied differently in case of convicted 
persons in the �o���P�]�•�o���š�µ�Œ���U�_ the petition says. 

�ƒ The petitioner argues decriminalisation of the polity is impossible without debarring convicted people from 
electoral politics for life. 

�ƒ It has also sought implementation of poll reforms proposed by Election Commission, Law Commission and 
National Commission to review the working of the Constitution. 

�ƒ The PIL also seeks a direction to them to fix minimum educational qualification and a maximum age limit for 
persons contesting elections. 

Concerns:  

�ƒ Even after conviction and undergoing a sentence, a convicted person can form his own political party and is 
eligible to become the office bearer of any political party. 

�ƒ In addition, a convicted person is eligible to contest the election and eligible to become member of the legislature 
and even minister after expiry of a six year period from the date of conviction. 

Sources: the hindu. 
 

High level  delegation  to USA to promote  ���•�†�‹�ƒ�ï�• new Hydrocarbon  Exploration  
and Licensing  Policy  (HELP) at CERA Week 2017  

A high level delegation led by Minister of State (I/C) for Petroleum and Natural Gas, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan had 
organized a promotion event for �/�v���]���[�• new Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing Policy (HELP) at CERA Week 2017 
in Houston, �t�}�Œ�o���[�• energy capital on 6thMarch 2017. 

�ƒ The aim was to encourage active global participation in upcoming investment opportunities in India which has 
one of the �Á�}�Œ�o���[�• fast growing oil and gas industry. 

�ƒ The promotion event was participated by global energy leaders, government dignitaries, policy makers, 
innovators and industry professionals. 

About  HELP: 

The Hydrocarbon Exploration & Licensing Policy (HELP) opens up �/�v���]���[ entire sedimentary basin for investment from 
domestic and foreign players under a simplified, transparent and investor -friendly fiscal and administrative regime. 

�ƒ The new policy aims to provide Investors a ready access to huge amount of seismic data available in National 
Data Repository (NDR), flexibility to carve out exploration acreages through an open acreage licensing process 
and increased operational autonomy through a new revenue sharing model. 

�ƒ The National Data Repository (NDR) manifested through an open acreage licensing (OAL) process will be a key 
facilitator by providing seamless access to �/�v���]���[�• entire E&P data process through a digital medium to all 
investors with the objective of harnessing the potential of �/�v���]���[�• large basinal area. 

The key  features  of HELP are:  

�ƒ Single, uniform license for extraction and exploration for all types of hydrocarbon prospects. 

�ƒ Open acreage licensing (OAL) which will permit investors to carve out interested blocks and submit Expression of 
Interest (EoI), which will be subsequently given through bi-annual bid rounds. 

�ƒ Simple and easy to administer Revenue Sharing Model. 

�ƒ Full marketing freedom and free pricing for crude oil and natural gas. 

�ƒ Exploration allowed during entire contract period. 
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�ƒ Zero royalty rates for deep water & ultra-deep water blocks for first 7 years. 

�ƒ Equal weightage to work program and fiscal share. 

�ƒ No oil cess. 

�ƒ Custom duty exemption. 

Background:  

Markit is a week of panel discussions and presentations in the �Á�}�Œ�o���[�• energy capital, Houston, among top executives 
and policymakers from around the globe. The theme at CERAWeek, which runs from March 6-10, focuses on the 
changing market at a time of turbulence and uncertainty as higher prices start a tentative financial recovery after a 
hugely difficult 2016 for energy businesses. 

�ƒ The program provides comprehensive insight into the global and regional energy future by addressing key 
issues�v from markets and geopolitics to technology, project costs, energy and the environment, finance, 
operational excellence and cyber risks. 

�ƒ 2017 marks the 36th anniversary of this influential event, ranked among the top five �^���}�Œ�‰�}�Œ���š�� �o���������Œ�_ 
conferences in the world. 

Sources: pib. 
 

Maternity  Benefit  (Amendment)  Bill,  2016  passed in  the Parliament  

The Lok Sabha has passed the Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Bill, 2016. The Bill had already been passed by the Rajya 
Sabha during the Winter Session. 

The Bill seeks  to amend  the  Maternity  Benefit  Act,  1961 to provide  for the  following:    

�ƒ Maternity leave available to the working women to be increased from 12 weeks to 26 weeks for the first two 
children. 

�ƒ Maternity leave for children beyond the first two will continue to be 12 weeks. 

�ƒ Maternity leave of 12 weeks to be available to mothers adopting a child below the age of three months as well 
as to the �^���}�u�u�]�•�•�]�}�v�]�v�P �u�}�š�Z���Œ�•�_�X The commissioning mother has been defined as biological mother who uses 
her egg to create an embryo planted in any other woman. 

�ƒ Every establishment with more than 50 employees to provide for crèche facilities for working mothers and such 
mothers will be permitted to make four visits during working hours to look after and feed the child in the crèche. 

�ƒ The employer may permit a woman to work from home if it is possible to do so. 

�ƒ Every establishment will be required to make these benefits available to the women from the time of her 
appointment. 

Background:  

The amendments in the Bill were taken up following the request by the WCD Minister to the �,�}�v�[���o�� Labour Minister 
to bring about these changes so that a working woman gets time to exclusively breast-feed her child for 6 months 
after the birth. This period also enables the working mother to recuperate herself before she goes to back to work. In 
her communication to the Labour Ministry, the WCD Minister had also highlighted the concerns of commissioning and 
adopting mothers who also require maternity leave. 

Sources: pib. 
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Another  river -linking  project  on cards 

After successful linkage between the Godavari and Krishna rivers through the Pattiseema project, now the Andhra 
Pradesh government is embarking on linking the Godavari with the Penna. 

�ƒ In this regard, highly advanced LIDAR (Light Detection and Ranging) Survey will be taken up by Water and Power 
Consultancy Services (India) Limited (WAPCOS) to prepare a Detailed Project Report (DPR) for supplying Godavari 
water directly to Rayalaseema. 

�ƒ The project envisages transporting 20 tmcft from Godavari River to two reservoirs �t the existing Somasila 
Reservoir in the Penna river basin and a new reservoir at Bollapalli. 

About  Godavari  River: 

The Godavari is the second longest river in India after the river Ganges having its source at Tryambakeshwar, 
Maharashtra. 

�ƒ It starts in Maharashtra and flows east for 1,465 kilometres (910 mi) emptying into Bay of Bengal draining the 
Indian states Maharashtra (48.6%), Telangana( 18.8%), Andhra Pradesh (4.5%), Chhattisgarh (10.9%), Madhya 
Pradesh (10.0%), Odisha (5.7%), Karnataka (1.4%) and Puducherry through its extensive network of tributaries. 

�ƒ Measuring up to 312,812 km2 (120,777 sq mi), it forms one of the largest river basins in the Indian subcontinent, 
with only the Ganges and Indus rivers having a drainage basin larger than it in India. 

�ƒ Important tributaries include Pravara, Purna, Manjira, Pranhita, Indravati and Sabari. 
Sources: the hindu. 

 

Enemy Property  Bill  Clears Rajya Sabha 

The Rajya Sabha has passed the Enemy Property (Amendment and Validation) Bill, 2016. The 49-year-old law was 
amended to guard against claims of succession or transfer of properties left by people who migrated to Pakistan and 
China. 

Key facts:  

�ƒ The amendments proposed include that once an enemy property is vested in the Custodian, it shall continue to 
be vested in him as enemy property irrespective of whether the enemy, enemy subject or enemy firm has ceased 
to be an enemy due to reasons such as death. 

�ƒ The new Bill ensures that the law of succession does not apply to enemy property; that there cannot be transfer 
of any property vested in the Custodian by an enemy or enemy subject or enemy firm and that the Custodian 
shall preserve the enemy property till  it is disposed of in accordance with the Act. 

�ƒ The amendments are aimed at plugging the loopholes in the Act to ensure that the enemy properties that have 
been vested in the Custodian remain so and do not revert to the enemy subject or firm. 

�ƒ The Bill also prohibits civil courts and other authorities from entertaining disputes related to enemy property. 

Background:  

In early 2016, the government had identified over 16,000 properties across India that could be taken over under this 
law. A rough estimate had indicated that 9,400 properties, where the process to take over the properties had been 
completed, were valued at 1 lakh crore rupees. 

Sources: the hindu. 
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Admiralty  Bill,2016  

The Admiralty (Jurisdiction and Settlement of Maritime Claims) Bill, 2016 was recently passed by the Lok Sabha. 
Admiralty laws deal with cases of accidents in navigable waters or involve contracts related to commerce on such 
waters.  The Bill repeals laws such as the Admiralty Court Act, 1861, the Colonial Courts of Admiralty Act, 1890.   

Objectives  of the  bill:  

�ƒ The Bill aims to establish a legal framework to consolidate the existing laws relating to admiralty jurisdiction of 
courts, admiralty proceedings on maritime claims, arrest of vessels and related issues. 

�ƒ It also aims to replace archaic laws which are hindering efficient governance. 

Highlights  of the  Bill: 

Admiralty jurisdiction:  The jurisdiction with respect to maritime claims under the Bill will vest with the respective 
High Courts and will extend up to the territorial waters of their respective jurisdictions.  The central government may 
extend the jurisdiction of these High Courts.  Currently admiralty jurisdiction applies to the Bombay, Calcutta and 
Madras High Courts.  The Bill further extend this to the High Courts of Karnataka, Gujarat, Orissa, Kerala, Hyderabad, 
and any other High Court notified by the central government. 

Maritime claims:  The High Courts may exercise jurisdiction on maritime claims arising out of conditions including: (i) 
disputes regarding ownership of a vessel, (ii) disputes between co-owners of a vessel regarding employment or 
earnings of the vessel, (iii) mortgage on a vessel, (iv) construction, repair, or conversion of the vessel, (v) disputes 
arising out of the sale of a vessel, (vi) environmental damage caused by the vessel, etc.  The Bill defines a vessel as any 
ship, boat, or sailing vessel which may or may not be mechanically propelled. 

While determining maritime claims under the specified conditions, the courts may settle any outstanding accounts 
between parties with regard to the vessel.  They may also direct that the vessel or a share of it be sold.  With regard 
to a sale, courts may determine the title to the proceeds of such sale. 

Priority of maritime claims:  Among all claims in an admiralty proceeding, highest priority will be given to maritime 
claims, followed by mortgages on the vessel, and all other claims.  Within maritime claims, the highest priority will be 
given to claims for wages due with regard to employment on the vessel.  This would be followed by claims with regard 
to loss of life or personal injury in connection with the operation of the vessel.  Such claims will continue to exist even 
with the change of ownership of the vessel. 

Jurisdiction over a person:  Courts may exercise admiralty jurisdiction against a person with regard to maritime 
claims.  However, the courts will not entertain complaints against a person in certain cases.  These include: (i) damage, 
or loss of life, or personal injury arising out of collision between vessels that was caused in India, or (ii) non-compliance 
with the collision regulations of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1958 by a person who does not reside or carry out business 
in India.  Further, Courts will not entertain action against a person until any case against them with regard to the same 
incident in any court outside India has ended. 

Arrest of vessel:  The courts may order for the arrest of any vessel within their jurisdiction for providing security against 
a maritime claim which is the subject of a proceeding.  They may do so under various reasons such as: (i) owner of the 
vessel is liable for the claim, (ii) the claim is based on mortgage of the vessel, and (iii) the claim relates to ownership 
of the vessel, etc. 

Appeals:  Any judgments made by a single Judge of the High Court can be appealed against to a Division Bench of the 
High Court.  Further, the Supreme Court may, on application by any party, transfer an admiralty proceeding at any 
stage from one High Court to any other High Court.  The latter High Court will proceed with the matter from the stage 
where it stood at the time of the transfer. 
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Assessors:  The central government will appoint a list of assessors qualified and experienced in admiralty and maritime 
matters.  The central government will also determine the duties of assessors, and their fee.  Typically, assessors assist 
the judges in determining rates and claims in admiralty proceedings. 

Background:  

India is a leading maritime nation and maritime transportation caters to about ninety-five percent of its merchandise 
trade volume. However, under the present statutory framework, the admiralty jurisdiction of Indian courts flow from 
laws enacted in the British era. Admiralty jurisdiction relates to powers of the High Courts in respect of claims 
associated with transport by sea and navigable waterways. The repealing of five admiralty statutes is in line with the 
�'�}�À���Œ�v�u���v�š�[�• commitment to do away with archaic laws which are hindering efficient governance. 

Sources: pib. 
  

Non-lapsable  fund  sought  for  arms  buy 

Ministry of defence has sent a proposal to the Ministry of Finance proposing the setting up of a �Z�E�}�v-lapsable Capital 
Fund �������}�µ�v�š�[�X 

Need  for such  a fund:  

Defence procurement and acquisition is a complicated process, involving long gestation periods and funds allocated 
for capital acquisition in a particular financial year are not necessarily consumed in that year and ultimately have to 
be surrendered by the Defence Ministry. 

A major defence purchase often takes years to complete, but the budget allocation lapses at the end of the financial 
year. As a result, the Ministry of Defence is often forced to return money meant for capital acquisition. 

Concerns:  

A proposal for obtaining �Z�]�v-�‰�Œ�]�v���]�‰�o���[ approval of the Finance Ministry on creation of the account has been sent by 
the Defence Ministry after obtaining approval of the Defence Minister, and a �^�Œ���•�‰�}�v�•�� from the Ministry of Finance 
is ���Á���]�š�����X�_ 

However, the Finance Ministry is still not in favour of creating a �Z�E�}�v-lapsable Defence Capital Fund �������}�µ�v�š�[ to which 
the committee expressed its �^���]�•���‰�‰�}�]�v�š�u���v�š�_ and pointed to the Non-lapsable Central Pool of Resources for the 
North Eastern region, which was constituted with the approval of Parliament in 1998-99.   

Way  ahead:  

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Defence has stated that it �^�Á�}�µ�o�� like the Ministry of Finance to look at the 
matter ���(�Œ���•�Z�_ and work out the modalities for creation of the account. 

Sources: the hindu. 
 

WCD dept  seeks CBI probe  into  duping  in  name of �î���‡�–�‹ Bachao Beti  ���ƒ�†�Š�ƒ�‘�ï plan  

The women and child development ministry has sought a CBI probe into complaints that over two lakh people in five 
states were allegedly duped in the name of Beti Bachao Beti Padhao scheme, one of the �W�D�[�• pet programme to 
address the dipping child sex ratio and empowering the girl child. 

�ƒ The ministry has also taken up the matter with the state authorities in Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Uttarakhand, 
Punjab and Bihar. 

Background:  

According to the ministry, certain unauthorized elements are distributing illegal forms in the name of cash incentive 
under the scheme. The scheme has no provision for any cash incentives for individuals. BBBP scheme focuses on 
challenging mindsets and deep rooted patriarchy in the societal system in order to value girl child, strict enforcement 
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Sources: pib. 
 

Govt to launch  pilot  scheme to promote  ornamental  fishery  

The Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries has envisaged a programme to unlock the potential of 
���}�µ�v�š�Œ�Ç�[�• ornamental fisheries sector. In this regard, the government will launch a pilot scheme for promoting 
ornamental fisheries sector with an outlay of Rs 61.89 crore to meet rising demand in domestic and export markets. 

Key facts:  

�ƒ The project will be implemented in eight states �v  Assam, West Bengal, Odisha, Maharashtra, Gujarat, Karnataka, 
Tamil Nadu and Kerala, the Agriculture Ministry said in a statement. 

�ƒ The pilot project will focus on creating an enabling environment for a sustainable and holistic development of 
ornamental fisheries for the socio-economic development of the people involved in this activity as well as for 
exports. 

�ƒ The thrust areas have been identified for enhancing ornamental fisheries production through cluster-based 
farming and conservation of natural resources, both inland and marine, through habitat restoration, the 
statement said. 

�ƒ The major objectives are: (i) to promote ornamental fish culture with cluster-based approach (ii) to augment 
ornamental fisheries trade and export earnings (iii) to create employment opportunities for the rural & periurban 
population and (iv) use of modern technology and innovation to make ornamental fisheries a thriving activity. 

�ƒ The pilot project on ornamental fisheries shall be implemented by the National Fisheries Development Board 
(NFDB) through the Fisheries Departments of States/UTs. 

Background:  

Ornamental fisheries sector is a sub-sector of the fisheries sector dealing with breeding and rearing of coloured fish of 
both freshwater and marine water. 

�ƒ In India it is small but vibrant and there is a potential for tremendous growth. About 400 species of marine 
ornamental fishes and 375 freshwater ornamental varieties are available in various parts of the country. 

�ƒ Ornamental fisheries generate livelihood and income for the rural and periurban population, especially women 
and unemployed youth as part-time activities. The low production cost and high returns within a short span of 
time and the ever growing demand, both in domestic and international markets, etc are the major attractions. 

Sources: pib. 
  

Mission  Fingerling  to achieve �ò���Ž�—�‡ ���‡�˜�‘�Ž�—�–�‹�‘�•�ó 

Recognising the potential and possibilities in the fisheries sector, 
Government of India has envisaged a program �_���o�µ�� �Z���À�}�o�µ�š�]�}�v�_ to 
unlock the ���}�µ�v�š�Œ�Ç�[�• latent potential through an integrated approach. 

Key facts:  

�ƒ Blue Revolution, in its scope and reach, focuses on creating an 
enabling environment for an integrated and holistic 
development and management of fisheries for the 
socioeconomic development of the fishers and fish farmers. 
Thrust areas have been identified for enhancing fisheries 
production from 10.79 mt to 15 million mt in 2020-21. 
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