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GS I  
Paper 1 Topic: Indian culture will  cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture from 
ancient to modern times. 

Haryana  joins  Rajasthan bid  to get Akbar  defeated  at Haldighati  

After attempts by ministers from Rajasthan to get history books rewritten in university courses to say that the battle 
of Haldighati was won by Maharana Pratap and not by Akbar, few legislators in neighbouring Haryana, too, are keen 
on amending chapters on this historical event. 

Background: 

�d�Z���� �‰�}�‰�µ�o���Œ�� �À�]���Á�� �}�(�� �Z�]�•�š�}�Œ�]���v�•�� �]�•�� �š�Z���š�� �š�Z���� �D�µ�P�Z���o�� ���u�‰���Œ�}�Œ�[�•�� �(�}�Œ�����•�� �Z������ �����(�����š������ �š�Z���� �Z���i�‰�µ�š�� �l�]�v�P�� �]�v�� �š�Z���� �����š�š�o���� �}�(��
Haldighati in 1576. 

�ƒ Other authoritat�]�À���� �š���Æ�š�•�� �}�v�� �u�����]���À���o�� �Z�]�•�š�}�Œ�Ç�U�� �•�µ���Z�� ���•�� �^���š�]�•�Z�� ���Z���v���Œ���[�•�� �D�����]���À���o�� �/�v���]���W�� �&�Œ�}�u�� �^�µ�o�š���v���š�� �š�}�� �š�Z����
Mughals- Mughal Empire (1526-1748), say the Battle of Haldighati was fought between the forces of Akbar led 
by Man Singh and those of Maharana Pratap, assisted amo�v�P���}�š�Z���Œ�•�����Ç���^���v�����(�P�Z���v�����}�v�š�]�v�P���v�š���o���������Ç���,���l�]�u���^�µ�Œ��
�Á�Z�]���Z���‰�o���Ç�������������]�•�š�]�v���š�]�À�����Œ�}�o���_�X���d�Z���������š�š�o�����(���]�o�������š�}�����Œ�����l���š�Z�����•�š���o���u���š���������š�Á�����v�����l�����Œ�����v�����Z���v�����W�Œ���š���‰�U���Á�]�š�Z��
the latter retreating into the hills of southern Mewar. 

�ƒ The author also notes that Akbar followed up the battle of Haldighati by coming back to Ajmer, and personally 
leading the campaign against Rana Pratap. In the process, Goganda, Udaipur and Kumbhalmir were occupied, 
forcing the Rana deeper into the mountainous tract of south Mewar. 

�t�Z���š�[�• the issue now? 

Now, some ministers claim that Akbar was only a foreign invader, and that Rana Pratap actually won the battle. 
Sources: toi. 

 

Bet Dwarka  Darshan Circuit  in  Gujarat  to be developed  at a cost of Rs.16.27 cr 
under  HRIDAY 

Ministry of Urban Development has approved development of 6 km long Bet Dwarka Darshan Circuit in Gujarat at a 
cost of Rs.16.27 cr under the Central Scheme �Z�,���Œ�]�š���P�� City Development and Augmentation Yojana �~�,�Z�/�����z�•�[�X 

�ƒ The circuit connects the famous Dwarkadish Haveli and Hanuman Dandi, the only temple housing Hanumanji and 
his son Makardhwaj, in Dwarka district of Gujarat. There are two important water bodies along the circuit viz., 
Ranchod Talav and Shankhudhar Lake. 

�ƒ Darshan Circuit works to be taken up include development of streets and pedestrian pathways, laying of cycle 
tracks along beach side, plantation, provision of benches, resting spaces, changing rooms, drinking water and 
toilet facilities, craft and food bazar, signages, LED lighting, plazas for vending spaces etc. 

About HRIDAY: 

Under HRIDAY launched in January, 2015, heritage related infrastructure development is being taken up in 12 
identified cities at a total cost of Rs.500 cr. It aims to preserve and rejuvenate the rich cultural heritage of the country. 

Key facts: 

�ƒ It seeks to promote an integrated, inclusive and sustainable development of heritage sites, focusing not just on 
maintenance of monuments but on advancement of the entire ecosystem including its citizens, tourists and local 
businesses. 
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�ƒ Central government will meet the entire expenditure under the scheme. But, the states and local urban bodies 
are requested to supplement their resources for rapid development of heritage cities. 

�ƒ The project will work through a partnership of Government, Academic Institutions and local community 
combining affordable technologies. 

�ƒ The 12 cities selected for the scheme are Ajmer, Amritsar, Amravati, Badami, Dwarka, Gaya, Warangal, Puri, 
Kanchipuram, Mathura, Varanasi and Velankanni. 

Sources: pib. 
 

Paper 1 Topic: Role of women and �™�‘�•�‡�•�ï�• organization, population and associated issues, poverty and 
developmental issues, urbanization, their problems and their remedies. 

Mahila  Shakti  Kendra  will  be set-up at village  level  

The Finance Minister, in his Budget Speech has announced Rs 500 cr for setting up Mahila Shakti Kendras at village 
level in the Anganwadi Centres. 

What are these centres for? 

These centres will provide one stop convergent support services for empowering rural women with opportunities for 
skill development, employment, digital literacy, health and nutrition. 

Concerns associated with this scheme: 

While details about the scheme and its implementation are yet to emerge, those working in the field of rural �Á�}�u���v�[�• 
empowerment raised some preliminary concerns. 

�ƒ For one, the scheme proposes to attach a Mahila Shakti Kendra to each of the ���}�µ�v�š�Œ�Ç�[�• 14 lakh anganwadis, or 
centres that provide basic healthcare and nutrition to mothers and children from low-income households. 
However, Rs 500 crore divided amongst 14 lakh anganwadis in the country amounts to just Rs 3,571 for each 
Mahila Shakti Kendra. This is insufficient. 

�ƒ Also, anganwadi workers are already overburdened with duties beyond their primary jobs, such as working for 
the census and other government schemes. Often, they are paid less than minimum wage. 

What else is there for the welfare of women and children in the budget? 

Overall, there is a hike in budget allocation for the welfare of women and children, from Rs 1.56 lakh crore last year to 
Rs 1.84 lakh crore. 

Sources: pib. 
 

Paper 1 Topic: Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, 
cyclone etc., geographical features and their location- changes in critical  geographical features (including 
water-bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes. 

ISRO, lifeguard  agency collaborate  to study  killer  tides  

The phenomenon of �Z�l�]�o�o���Œ rip �š�]�����•�[ is being studied by ISRO in collaboration with a private lifeguard agency appointed 
by the Goa government to safeguard its beaches. 
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�ƒ The study Ripex 2017 is being conducted by a team of scientists at Space Applications Centre, ISRO Ahmedabad, 
along with Drishti Lifesaving, a private agency appointed by the state tourism ministry to maintain a lifeguard 
force. 

What are Rip tides? 

A rip tide is a strong sea current which pulls the water away from the shore, often catching unawares swimmers and 
people enjoying the sea in the shallows and can drag them into the sea. 

Rip currents are one of the most common problem-causing currents witnessed along �'�}���[�• coast. Rip tides are one of 
the most common causes for drowning in the shallow waters off �'�}���[�• popular coastline. 

Sources: et. 
 

Zealandia  

Zealandia has recently been given the status of a continent by several geologists who say that the long lost continent 
is submerged under water. While there is no formal recognition of the same by the New Zealand government, which 
is the major habitable administration on Zealandia; there is, however, wide interest in the media about the continent. 

Where is it located? 

It is located on the southwest Pacific Ocean mostly surrounding, in what is the current land mass of New Zealand and 
its adjoining islands. 

How big is it? 

The total area is estimated to be approximately 4,920,000 square km of which 93% remains submerged below the 
Pacific Ocean. In terms of size, it is the �Á�}�Œ�o���[�• largest current micro-continent, about half the size of the Australian 
continent. 

Which habitable areas currently fall under Zealandia? 

�ƒ New Zealand. 
�ƒ New Caledonia. 
�ƒ Norfolk Island. 
�ƒ Lord Howe Island Group. 

Geography: 

�ƒ The continent is largely made up of two parallel ridges, separated by a failed rift. The ridges rise above the sea 
floor with infrequent rocky islands rising above sea level. 

�ƒ Scientists identify two main portions of the continent, North Zealandia (or Western Province) and South Zealandia 
(or Eastern Province). 

�ƒ Compared to other continents it has much wider and deeper continental shelves. 
�ƒ The highest point of Zealandia is Aoraki�tMount Cook at 3724 m. 
�ƒ The region has elevated bathymetry relative to surrounding oceanic crust, diverse and silica-rich rocks, and 

relatively thick and low-velocity crustal structure. 
�ƒ Volcanism is widespread across Zealandia but generally of low volume. 

Sources: the hindu and other sources. 
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Why ���ƒ�”�–�Š�ï�• inner  core �†�‘�‡�•�•�ï�– melt ? 

Scientists have discovered why the crystallised iron core of the Earth remains solid, despite being hotter than the 
surface of the Sun. 

Why �����Œ�š�Z�[�• core ���}���•�v�[�š melt? 

Spinning within �����Œ�š�Z�[�• molten core is a crystal ball �v  actually a mass formation of almost pure crystallised iron �v  
nearly the size of the moon. Scientists found that on the edge of the inner core, pieces of ���Œ�Ç�•�š���o�•�[ structure 
continuously melt and diffuse only to be reinserted due to high pressure like �^�•�Z�µ�(�(�o�]�v�P deck of �����Œ���•�X�_ This energy 
distribution cycle keeps the crystal stable and the core solid. 

Here, changing atomic structure of iron crystals is mainly responsible for the solid core: 

�ƒ The core is likely composed of 96% pure iron, with the remaining four percent made up of nickel and some light 
elements. 

�ƒ As with all metals, the atomic-scale crystal structures of iron change depending on the temperature and pressure 
the metal is exposed to. 

�ƒ Atoms are packed into variations of cubic, as well as hexagonal formations. At room temperatures and normal 
atmospheric pressure, iron is in what is known as a body-centred cubic (BCC) phase, which is a crystal architecture 
with eight corner points and a centre point. 

�ƒ However at extremely high pressure, the crystalline structures transform into 12-point hexagonal forms, or a 
close packed (HCP) phase. 

�ƒ At �����Œ�š�Z�[�• core, where pressure is 3.5 million times higher than surface pressure �v  and temperatures are some 
6,000 degrees higher �v  scientists have proposed that the atomic architecture of iron must be hexagonal. 

Youtube link: https://youtu.be/lOABzo9II3c  
Sources: the hindu. 
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Amid a non-uniform body of Supreme Court decisions on the subject, the government appealed for a decisive ruling 
on four questions. The questions submitted by the government are: 

�ƒ Whether the impugned practices of talaq-e-biddat, nikaah halala and polygamy are protected under Article 25(1) 
of the Constitution of India? Article 25(1) deals with freedom to practise religion. 

�ƒ Whether Article 25(1) is subject to part III of the Constitution and in particular Articles 14 and 21 of the 
Constitution of India? Articles 14 ensures right to equality while Article 21 guarantees right to life and liberty. 

�ƒ Whether personal law is law under Article 13 of the Constitution? Article 13 lays down that all laws should 
conform to the fundamental rights. 

�ƒ Whether the impugned practices of talaq-e-biddat, nikaah halala and polygamy are compatible with �/�v���]���[�• 
obligations under International treaties and covenants to which India is a signatory? 

Background: 

In a number of cases, it has held that personal laws are not subject to Part III of the Constitution that deals with 
fundamental rights and hence, they cannot be challenged for violating rights guaranteed under Articles 14, 15 and 21. 
In Krishna Singh Vs Mathura Ahir, 1980, the top court held that �^�W���Œ�š III of the Constitution does not touch upon the 
personal laws of the �‰���Œ�š�]���•�X�_ 

�ƒ On the other hand, in a line of other judgments, the apex court has tested personal laws on the touchstone of 
fundamental rights and read down these laws or interpreted them so as to make them consistent with 
fundamental rights. In Anil Kumar Mhasi Vs Union of India, 1994, the court tested the validity of some sections 
of the Indian Divorce Act (a personal law for Christians) on the touchstone of fundamental rights. 

Way ahead: 

The court has hinted that a Constitution Bench may be formed to take up the matter during the summer vacation. 
Laws that violate fundamental rights can be struck down by a constitutional court but the Supreme Court has exhibited 
an inconsistent attitude in testing constitutionality of personal laws. 

Sources: et. 
 

���Š�‡�”�‡�ï�• no concept of National  Song: SC 

The Supreme Court has refused to intervene in a petition seeking a direction to the government to frame a national 
policy to promote and propagate the �Z�E���š�]�}�v���o �^�}�v�P�[�U along with the National Anthem and the National Flag. 

Background: 

The decision came on a petition contending that a national policy should be framed �^�]�v the spirit of Article 51A to 
achieve the great golden goals, as set out in the Preamble of the Constitution of �/�v���]���X�_ The petition also sought the 
court to �^���•�����Œ�š���]�v the feasibility of singing/playing the National Anthem and National Song in the 
Parliament/Assembly, public offices, courts and schools on every working �����Ç�X�_ 

What has the court said? 

According to the supreme court, �^�š�Z���Œ�� is no concept of National �^�}�v�P�_�X Article 51A (a), citing the ���]�š�]�Ì���v�•�[ fundamental 
duties, does not refer to �Z�E���š�]�}�v���o �^�}�v�P�X�[ It only refers to National Flag and National Anthem. 

Article 51A(a) mandates that citizens should abide by the Constitution and respect its ideals and institutions, the 
National Flag and the National Anthem. 

Sources: the hindu. 
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Governor  not  �î�†�—�–�›-�„�‘�—�•�†�ï by popular  will,  says SC 

As Tamil Nadu politics witnessed a churn, the �^�š���š���[�• Governor has come under intense scrutiny for not inviting 
AIADMK interim general secretary V.K. Sasikala to form the government despite the fact that her faction commanded 
a majority in the Legislative Assembly. However, a 2011 Supreme Court Judgment empowers Governor to use 
discretion. 

What had the court said? 

A 2001 Supreme Court precedent holds that a State Governor should not always be swayed by �^�‰�}�‰�µ�o���Œ �Á�]�o�o�_ or the 
�^���Œ�µ�š���_ support a chief minister aspirant enjoys from her party MLAs. It said the Constitution empowers the Governor, 
while appointing a chief minister, to use his discretion to ensure a stable government. 

�ƒ A Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court had held in the B.R. Kapur versus State of Tamil Nadu in 2001 that 
the Constitution does not give elected members of a majority party unfettered right to elect an incompetent or 
disqualified person as chief minister. 

�ƒ The court also held that �^�š�Z�� contention that in all eventualities whatsoever the Governor is bound by the 
decision of the majority party is not a correct proposition. The Governor cannot be totally deprived of element 
of discretion in performance of duties of his office, if ever any such exigency may so demand its ���Æ���Œ���]�•���_�X 

Sources: the hindu. 
 

Paper 2 Topic: Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and 
institutions. 

SC dismisses �����ï�• review  plea on remission  power  

The Supreme Court has dismissed a review petition filed by the Tamil Nadu government against a 2015 Constitution 
Bench judgment that a State government has no suo motu power to remit sentences of persons convicted under a 
Central law and cases investigated by a Central agency like the CBI. 

�ƒ The verdict was based on a challenge by the Centre to Tamil �E�����µ�[�• move to remit the life sentence of seven 
convicts in the Rajiv Gandhi assassination case. 

Background: 

In 2015, the judgment had held that the Centre, and not the State government, would have �^�‰�Œ�]�u�����Ç�_ in deciding 
whether persons convicted in matters of the CBI or a Central agency should be released or not on remission. 

Interpreting Section 435 (2) of the Cr.PC, the court had held that the word �Z���}�v�•�µ�o�š���š�]�}�v�[ meant �Z���}�v���µ�Œ�Œ���v�����[�X This 
meant that the Tamil Nadu government should have got the prior consent of the Centre before issuing its February 
19, 2014 order to remit the life sentence of seven convicts in the Rajiv Gandhi case. 

Sources: the hindu. 
 

Paper 2 Topic: Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary Ministries and 
Departments of the Government; pressure groups and formal/informal  associations and their role in the 
Polity. 

Latest MoP draft  awaits  green light  from  judges 

The supreme court collegium is involved in exhaustive consultations in finalising the MoP for appointment of judges. 

 

 



   |   FEBRUARY 2017 

© www.insightsonindia.com 16 © www.insightsias.com 

Background: 

IN October, 2015, a Constitution Bench led by Justice J.S. Khehar had revived the collegium after declaring the 
�P�}�À���Œ�v�u���v�š�[�• NJAC law unconstitutional. The Bench then went on to invite public opinion on ways to improve the 
opaque collegium system of judicial appointments. After receiving over 11,500 views from the public, the Bench had 
summarised them and tasked the government to draft a new MoP on December 16, 2015. 

The government had submitted MoP to the collegium in August 2016 and tis had created impasse between the court 
and the government. No progress was made over this. The draft is currently with Chief Justice of India T.S. Thakur and 
awaiting the �i�µ���P���•�[ approval. The past months have seen a stalemate with the judiciary raising objections against the 
earlier government drafts of the MoP. 

What next? 

Though both the judiciary and the government have maintained that the pendency of the MoP would not stand in the 
way of judicial appointments, an amicable resolution to that issue would clear the air on the procedure for 
appointments of judges to the higher judiciary. 

Highlights of the draft: 

�ƒ To implement the judicial direction to �^�Á�]�����v the zone of ���}�v�•�]�����Œ���š�]�}�v�_�U the latest MoP draft wants all Supreme 
Court and High Court judges to be able to recommend names to their respective collegiums. 

�ƒ Chief Ministers should also have the right to recommend names to the respective High Court collegiums. Similarly, 
the Attorney General should be allowed to recommend the names of judges to the Supreme Court at the Centre 
and Advocate-General of States to their respective State High Courts. 

�ƒ These High Court committees would screen the names of the candidates, their backgrounds, the number of cases 
they have argued as lawyers, etc, before forwarding them to the High Court collegium. 

�ƒ Once the High Court collegium clears certain names, they would be sent to a similar appraisal committee at the 
Supreme Court. This apex-level committee would again sift through the names before they are finally referred to 
the SC collegium. 

�ƒ The government reasons that the two-fold vetting process �t one by the respective High Court appraisal 
committee and then by the Supreme Court committee �t would ensure transparency in judicial appointments. 

�ƒ The government has further asked the judiciary to fix an age for High Court judgeship and make it �^�v�}�v-�(�o���Æ�]���o���X�_ 
It also wants the mechanism for redressing complaints against judges to remain within the judiciary. 

Sources: the hindu. 
 

Paper 2 Topic: Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining 
to the federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein. 

Nagaland cabinet  step up pressure  on Centre in  revisiting  schedule IX -A 

The Nagaland state cabinet, while taking serious consideration of the widespread concern expressed by various tribal 
hohos (apex bodies) and other organisations with regard to certain provisions of Part IX-A of the Constitution relating 
to municipalities, has decided to submit a memorandum to the prime minister to amend the Constitution through 
ordinance. 

�ƒ This is seen as state �P�}�À���Œ�v�u���v�š�[�• attempt to placate the tribal bodies which is opposing 33% reservation for 
women in urban local bodies (ULBs) and resorted to violence protest following which polls were called off. 
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What experts say? 
Experts say, Part IX (A) of the Constitution of India �t which pertains specifically to municipalities �t is not applicable to 
the state of Nagaland. Part IX (A) does not embrace a state where it is wholly tribal. 

�ƒ In other words, Part IX (A) is applicable to the states where tribals or scheduled castes are in minority and the 
majority are non-tribals, non-scheduled castes. 

Background: 

Article 371(A) accords special provisions to the state of Nagaland. 
Many believe that Part IXA clashes with Article 371 (A) of the 
Constitution which guarantees special rights to the state of Nagaland. 
Under the article, customary laws, social practices, beliefs of the 
people and the resources of the state are safeguarded from 
intervention by the Centre and its policies unless the state assembly 
decides so by a resolution. While provision 243(T) of Part IXA grants 
reservation to women in municipalities, Naga social groups have said 
this goes against their customary laws as protected by Article 371(A).  

Article 371(A) of the Indian Constitution (Special provision with respect 
to the State of Nagaland) states that �t �^�E�}�š�Á�]�š�Z�•�š���v���]�v�P anything in 
this Constitution, (a) no Act of Parliament in respect of: (i) religious or 
social practices of the Nagas, (ii) Naga customary law and procedure, 
(iii) administration of civil and criminal justice involving decisions 
according to Naga customary law, (iv) ownership and transfer of land and its resources, shall apply to the State of 
Nagaland unless the Legislative Assembly of Nagaland by a resolution so �������]�����•�X�_ 

Sources: et. 
 

Constitution  bench to hear  Delhi -Centre turf  dispute  

A two-judge Bench of the Supreme Court has referred to a Constitution Bench a series of appeals filed by the Delhi 
government for laying down the law on whether the Lieutenant Governor (LG) can unilaterally administer the National 
Capital without being bound by the �^���]�� and �����À�]�����_ of the elected government. 

�t�Z���š�[�• the issue? 

The court is hearing a bunch of pleas filed by AAP government challenging the verdict of the Delhi High Court which 
held that the CM or his ministers could not issue orders without �>�'�[�• approval and every decision must be routed 
through him. The HC had in August last year ruled that the LG was not bound by the �^���]�� and �����À�]�����_ of the Delhi 
cabinet on any matter. 

However, the state government had contended that the HC verdict would subvert the democratic governance 
structure as the Constitution recognised Delhi as a state with an elected assembly. 

What next? 

A question that arises for consideration now is whether the appeals would have to be heard by an eleven-judge 
Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court. This is because a nine-judge bench of the apex court had in 1996 in the 
NDMC versus State of Punjab case, recognised Delhi as a Union Territory for taxation purposes. 
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What the constitution says? 

According to some experts, after receiving aid and advice from �����o�Z�]�[�• council of ministers under Article 239AA(4), the 
LG may or may not agree. If he disagrees on �^���v�Ç �u���š�š���Œ�_�U he is bound to refer it to the President for a decision. 
Pending such a decision, the LG can, in case of an urgency, take immediate action. Thus, the �>�'�[s discretion is 
circumscribed by the �W�Œ���•�]�����v�š�[�• final decision. 

Sources: the hindu. 
  

Karnataka  Cabinet clears Mekadatu  project  

Karnataka has decided to implement the Rs. 5,912 crore Mekedatu multi-purpose (drinking and power) project that 
involves building a balancing reservoir across the Cauvery near Kanakapura in Ramanagaram district. 

�ƒ However, the project has been opposed by Tamil Nadu on the grounds that it violates the Cauvery tribunal order. 
But, Karnataka has said that it aims to utilise excess water after releasing 192 tmcft to Tamil Nadu. 

What next? 

The State government would place the project before the Central Water Commission as well as the Supervisory 
Committee of the Supreme Court and Ministry of Environment and Forests for taking clearances. A total of 4,996 
hectares of forest lands would be submerged under water. 

About the project: 

Karnataka intends to build a reservoir across river Cauvery near Mekedatu in Kanakapura taluk. It was first proposed 
along with Shivanasamudra hydro power project at Shimsa in 2003 with an intention to use the water for a hydro 
power station and supply drinking water to Bengaluru city. 

�ƒ The drinking water and hydroelectric project will have a balancing reservoir to store 66.50 tmcft of Cauvery water. 
�ƒ The project is estimated to cost 5,912 crore and about 4,900 hectares of forest land will submerge if the project 

is implemented. 
Sources: the hindu. 

 

Paper 2 Topic: Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies. 

Govt proposes  setting  up of Payments Regulatory  Board  under  RBI 

The government, keen on promoting digital payments, has proposed to form a separate regulator for the payments 
industry to resolve disputes, ensure customer protection and check any foul play by dominant players. 

Key facts: 

Finance minister Arun Jaitley has called for an overhaul of the Payment and Settlements Act 2007 to create the 
Payments Regulatory Board. 

�ƒ The board would be under the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). This is being done to avoid criticism that the board 
would dilute the banking �Œ���P�µ�o���š�}�Œ�[�• powers. 

�ƒ The Payments Regulatory Board will exercise the functions relating to the regulation and supervision of payments 
and settlement systems under the Act. 

�ƒ The board would look at interoperability of digital transactions and facilitate competition and innovation among 
financial technology companies in the payments space. 
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�ƒ It will also be responsible for consumer protection, decide on penalties and create appeal mechanisms, which 
could ensure faster resolution of disputes over settlement of digital payments. 

�ƒ The proposed board will have the RBI governor as the chairperson, along with a deputy governor in charge of 
payments as member, besides an RBI officer nominated by the RBI Board. It will also have three members 
nominated by the central government. 

Background: 

The payments industry has been crying for attention in the wake of the explosion of financial technology companies 
that facilitate transactions. Consumers have embraced their services due to the simplicity they offer. But there have 
been allegations that dominant banks have been creating hurdles for such companies to protect their turf. 

Source: et. 
 

Trai  imposed  Rs 11 cr penalty  on telcos for  poor  service:  Govt 

Telecom regulator Trai has imposed over Rs 11 crore penalty on service providers, highest on Aircel, for poor service 
quality including call drops. 

Key facts: 

�ƒ Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) has imposed over Rs 3 crore penalty on Aircel for not meeting set 
quality parameters for 2G service and Rs 1.56 crore for poor 3G service quality. 

�ƒ Penalty of Rs 2.27 crore has been imposed on BSNL, Rs 1.64 crore on Reliance Communications (including Reliance 
Telecom), Rs 89 lakh on Tata Teleservices, Rs 84 lakh Vodafone, Rs 40 lakh on Bharti Airtel, Rs 13.5 lakh on Telenor, 
Rs 3 lakh on Sistema and Rs 1.5 lakh on MTNL for failing to meet 2G service quality parameters. 

�ƒ Apart from Aircel, Trai has imposed Rs 70 lakh penalty on BSNL and Rs 2.5 lakh on Vodafone for breaching 3G 
service quality benchmark. 

About Trai: 

�ƒ It is the independent regulator of the telecommunications business in India. 
�ƒ It was established in 1997 by an Act of Parliament to regulate telecom services and tariffs in India. 
�ƒ In January 2000, TRAI act was amended to establish the Telecom Disputes Settlement Appellate Tribunal (TDSAT) 

to take over the adjudicatory functions of the TRAI. 
�ƒ The TDSAT was set up to resolve any dispute between a licencor and a licensee, between two or more service 

providers, between a service provider and a group of consumers. In addition, any direction, TRAI orders or 
decisions can be challenged by appealing to TDSAT. 

Sources: toi. 
  

UIDAI clamps down  on 50 fraud  sites offering  Aadhaar  services 

In a massive crackdown on unauthorised agencies offering Aadhaar-related services illegally and charging excessive 
money from the public, UIDAI has got shut down 12 such websites and 12 mobile apps. 

�ƒ The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) has further directed authorities for closure of another 26 
such fraudulent and illegal websites and mobile applications. 
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Background: 

Some websites and mobile apps were luring citizens to share their basic information and Aadhaar number under the 
pretext of getting them Aadhaar card or offering other Aadhaar related services. 

What the law says? 

As per Section 70 of the IT Act, the Government has declared the UIDAIs Central Identities Data Repository (CIDR) 
facilities, Information assets, logistics infrastructure and dependencies installed at UIDAI locations to be critically 
protected system. And at present, any Aadhaar-related demographic information can only be shared following the 
procedures laid down in the Aadhaar Act, 2016. 

Any violation is punishable under Section 38 and Chapter VII of the Aadhaar Act that provides punishment for 
�^�t�Z�}���À��r, not being authorised by the Authority, intentionally accesses or secures, downloads, copies or extracts any 
data from the Central Identities Data Repository or stored in any removable storage �u�����]�µ�u�X�_ 

About UIDAI: 

The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) is a statutory authority established under the provisions of the 
Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and Other Subsidies, Benefits and Services) Act, 2016 �~�^�������Z�����Œ Act �î�ì�í�ò�_�• on 
12 July 2016 by the Government of India, under the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY). 

�ƒ Prior to its establishment as a statutory authority, UIDAI was functioning as an attached office of the then 
Planning Commission (now NITI Aayog). 

�ƒ UIDAI was created with the objective to issue Unique Identification numbers (UID), named as �^�������Z�����Œ�_�U to all 
residents of India that is (a) robust enough to eliminate duplicate and fake identities, and (b) can be verified and 
authenticated in an easy, cost-effective way. 

�ƒ Under the Aadhaar Act 2016, UIDAI is responsible for Aadhaar enrolment and authentication, including operation 
and management of all stages of Aadhaar life cycle, developing the policy, procedure and system for issuing 
Aadhaar numbers to individuals and perform authentication and also required to ensure the security of identity 
information and authentication records of individuals. 

Sources: toi. 
 

Central  Pollution  Control  Board  assessing oil  spill  

The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) is analysing samples from the oil spill resulting from a collision between 
two ships off the coast of Tamil Nadu recently. 

�ƒ Clean-up operations are being coordinated by the Coast Guard and involve several disparate organisations. 

Background: 

Oil spill took place recently off the coast of Tamil Nadu due to a collision between two ships. The Hyderabad-based 
Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Services has estimated that about 20 tonnes of oil may have leaked 
when the vessels collided. It is estimated that about 43 kms of the Tamil Nadu coastline may have been affected. 
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About CPCB: 

The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) of India is a statutory organisation under the Ministry of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC). It was established in 1974 under the Water (Prevention and Control of 
pollution) Act, 1974. 

�ƒ CPCB is also entrusted with the powers and functions under the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 
1981. 

�ƒ It serves as a field formation and also provides technical services to the Ministry of Environment and Forests 
under the provisions of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986. 

�ƒ It Co-ordinates the activities of the State Pollution Control Boards by providing technical assistance and guidance 
and also resolves disputes among them. 

Sources: the hindu. 
 

56th  Meeting  of the Central  Geological Programming  Board  

The 56th Central Geological Programming Board (CGPB) meeting of the Geological Survey of India (GSI), Ministry of 
Mines is being held in New Delhi under the Chairmanship of the Secretary, Ministry of Mines Shri Balvinder Kumar. 

�ƒ During the meeting, the board will deliberate and discuss recommendations of all the 12 thematic committees of 
the CGPB as well as the State Geological Programming Boards (SGPBs) and finalize the Field Season Program of 
GSI for the year 2017-18. 

About CGPB: 

The Central Geological Programming Board (CGPB) is an important platform for the Geological Survey of India (GSI), 
Ministry of Mines wherein the Annual Field Season Program (FSP) of GSI is finalized. 

�ƒ The members of CGPB and other stakeholders like State Governments, Central/State Government Exploration 
Agencies, PSUs etc. present their proposals for collaborative work with GSI. 

�ƒ Based on the priorities set by the Government of India and the importance and urgency of proposals presented 
by the members and stakeholders, the Annual Program of GSI, for Survey & Mapping, Exploration, Research and 
Development, and Training & Capacity building, during the forthcoming financial year is given a final shape. 

Sources: pib. 
 

National  Productivity  Week Celebrations  

12th-�í�ô�š�Z���&�����Œ�µ���Œ�Ç���]�•�������o�����Œ���š���������•���š�Z�����Z�E���š�]�}�v���o���W�Œ�}���µ���š�]�À�]�š�Ç���t�����l�[�����À���Œ�Ç���Ç�����Œ�����Ç���š�Z�����v���š�]�}�v���o���W�Œ�}���µ���š�]�À�]�š�Ç�����}�µ�v���]�o�X 

�ƒ �d�Z�����š�Z���u�������Z�}�•���v���(�}�Œ���š�Z�]�•���Ç�����Œ�[�•���}���•���Œ�À���v�������]�•���^�&�Œ�}�u���t���•�š�����š�}���W�Œ�}�(�]�š�•-through Reduce, Re���Ç���o�������v�����Z���µ�•���_�X 
�ƒ ���•�� �‰���Œ�š�� �}�(�� �š�Z���� �‰�Œ�}�P�Œ���u�u���U�� �����‰���Œ�š�u���v�š���o�� �^�����Œ���š���Œ�]���•�U�� �W�^�h�[�•�U�� �/�v���µ�•�š�Œ�Ç�� ���•�•�}���]���š�]�}�v�•�U�� ���µ�š�}�v�}�u�}�µ�•�� ���}���]���•�U��

Universities, Local Productivity Councils & NPC Regional Directorates will actively organize workshops, 
essay/painting/slogan competitions, debates, training programs, etc. during the week to spread the message of 
productivity amongst all stakeholders. 
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Background: 

National Productivity Council, an autonomous body under Department of Industrial Policy & Promotion, Ministry of 
Commerce & Industry, Government of India was established on 12th February, 1958, with the objective of stimulating 
and promoting productivity and quality consciousness across all sectors in the country. 

Sources: pib. 
 

MoU signed between  Publications  Division  and Sasta Sahitya Mandal  for  Joint 
Publication  of books  

Publications Division, a Media Unit under Ministry of Information & Broadcasting and Sasta Sahitya Mandal (SSM) have 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for joint publication of books on heroes of freedom struggle, cultural 
leaders and other eminent personalities who worked towards Nation development. 

Key facts: 

�ƒ The agreement is a joint initiative between the two organisations to sensitise the young generation about �/�v���]���[�• 
rich and diverse culture and history. 

�ƒ It would promote availability of good literature for the people on diverse topics. 
�ƒ The agreement would also provide an opportunity, for both the organizations to enhance their reach by 

displaying and offering on sale any of publications published by either of the organizations. 
�ƒ This MOU is valid for three years from the date of signing of this MOU, which can be extendable for similar terms 

by mutual agreement. 

About SSM: 

SSM is a Trust established by Mahatma Gandhi in 1925 and mandated to promote, develop and publish high class 
literature in Hindi and to make it available to the public at affordable prices. Since its inception SSM has brought out 
more than 2500 titles on Indian culture, heritage, Indian epics, & stories and has created a huge corpus of children 
literature to infuse in them the values of life and love for the nation and humanity. 

Sources: pib. 
 

Cauvery Tribunal  gets new head 

The government has appointed Justice Abhay Manohar Sapre of the Supreme Court as chairman of the Cauvery Water 
Disputes Tribunal. He was nominated for the post by Chief Justice J.S. Khehar. The post fell vacant following the 
resignation of Justice Balbir Singh Chauhan. 

Background: 

The Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal (CWDT) was constituted by the Government of India on 2nd June 1990 to 
adjudicate the water dispute regarding inter-state river Cauvery and the river valley thereof.  The Tribunal had also 
passed an Interim Order in June, 1991 and further Clarificatory Orders on the Interim Order in April, 1992 and 
December, 1995. The Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal has submitted its reports and decision under Section 5 (2) of 
Inter-State River Water Disputes Act, 1956 to Government on 5th February, 2007. 

Sources: the hindu. 
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75th  meeting  of Central  Wakf  Council  

75th meeting of Central Wakf Council was recently held in New Delhi. The meeting was chaired by the Union Minister 
of State for Minority Affairs (Independent Charge) & Parliamentary Affairs Shri Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi. 

�ƒ Various obstacles in development of wakf properties and utilisation of these properties for welfare of the society 
were discussed during the meeting. 

�ƒ Efforts of the central government to ensure that all the wakf boards and their records across the country are 
made digital were also highlighted during the meeting. 

About Central Wakf Council: 

Central Wakf Council, India is an Indian statutory body established in 1964 by the Government of India under Wakf 
Act, 1954 for the purpose of advising it on matters pertaining to working of the State Wakf Boards and proper 
administration of the Wakfs in the country. 

�ƒ The Council is headed by a Chairperson, who is the Union Minister in charge of Wakfs and there are maximum 20 
other members, appointed by Government of India as stipulated in the Wakf Act. 

What is Wakf? 

Wakf is a permanent dedication of movable or immovable properties for religious, pious or charitable purposes as 
recognized by Muslim Law, given by philanthropists. The grant is known as mushrut-ul-khidmat, while a person making 
such dedication is known as Wakf. 

Sources: pib. 
 

Paper 2 Topic: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising 
out of their design and it. 

Andhra  Pradesh working  on system to DNA-tag convicts  

The Andhra Pradesh government 
plans to bring in legislation that will 
allow the State police and 
investigating agencies to collect and 
store DNA samples in a centralised 
database. 

�ƒ The move has come in for close 
scrutiny, as the Centre first 
prepared a draft bill on the 
issue in 2012, but the 
legislation ran into severe 
opposition from activists on the 
ground that it violated privacy. 
It has since been on hold. 

Background: 

The �����v�š�Œ���[�• Human DNA Profiling 
Bill, 2015, was prepared by the Department of Biotechnology and the Hyderabad-based Centre for DNA-Fingerprinting 
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and Diagnostics but is yet to be cleared by the Union Cabinet. Several organisations and individuals, however, raised 
concerns that the bill gave sweeping powers to government to mine the database and use it for purposes beyond just 
solving crime. 

Highlights of the Human DNA Profiling Bill: 

�ƒ The bill proposes to allow collection of samples from private parts of human body for DNA profiling and data 
preservation with the approval of a regulatory body. 

�ƒ It suggests that a National DNA Profiling Board and a National DNA Bank be set up in Hyderabad, with every state 
having a regional DNA data bank. The DNA Data Bank would maintain records of samples found at crime scenes, 
or from suspects, offenders, missing persons, volunteers, etc. 

�ƒ The bill also makes it clear that no DNA Laboratory shall undertake DNA profiling without the prior approval of 
the DNA Board. 

�ƒ If a foreign country requests DNA profiling, the DNA Bank will coordinate through CBI or a concerned department. 
�ƒ The bill mandates that the DNA profiles or samples be kept confidential, and they should be used only for 

establishing identity of a person and nothing else. 
�ƒ Government investigation agencies and judiciary, among others, can seek information from Data Banks. For 

unauthorized use of data, a stringent punishment is provided. 
Sources: the hindu. 

 

Bill  in  LS to make holding  of scrapped  notes punishable  

Government has introduced in Lok Sabha the Specified Bank Notes (Cessation of Liabilities) Bill that provides for 
holding, transfer and receiving of old Rs 500 and Rs 1000 currency notes a criminal offence, punishable with a minimum 
fine of Rs 10,000. 

Key facts: 

�ƒ The Bill seeks to end the liability of RBI and the government on the currency notes demonetised in November 
last. 

�ƒ Once passed by Parliament, the bill will replace an ordinance promulgated on December 30 last which provides 
for a fine of Rs 10,000 or five times the cash held, whichever is higher, on holding of more than 10 banned 1,000 
and 500 Rupee notes. 

�ƒ The bill states that the government took the demonetisation decision on the recommendations of the �Z���/�[�• 
central board to eliminate unaccounted money and fake currency notes from the financial system. 

�ƒ Apart from aiming at ceasing the liability on old notes, the bill also provides that an Indian citizen, who was 
outside the country between November 9 and December 30, will be entitled to tender the demonetised noted 
within the grace period under rules provided by the RBI. 

�ƒ It also prohibits the holding, transferring or receiving of these notes from December 31, 2016. 
�ƒ It also seeks to impose penalty for contravention of the ordinance, which it will replace, and to confer power 

upon the court of a first class Magistrate to impose penalty. 

Background: 

The ordinance provided for amending the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Act, 1934 to provide legislative support for 
extinguishing the central bank and �P�}�À���Œ�v�u���v�š�[�• liability on the demonetised banknotes that are not returned. 
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The main objectives of the ordinance were to provide clarity and finality to the liability of the RBI and the Government 
of India for the specified bank notes (of 1,000 and 500); to provide an opportunity to those persons who were unable 
to deposit the SBNs within the time provided; and to declare holding, transferring or receiving SBNs as illegal, with 
provisions for penalty for contravention of any of the provisions of the Ordinance. 

Sources: toi. 
  

Govt introduces  bill  for  wage payment  via e-mode, cheques 

Government has introduced a bill in Lok Sabha to enable Centre and states to specify the industries which will have to 
pay wages to workers only through cheques or crediting it to their bank accounts. 

Key facts: 

�ƒ The Payment of Wages (Amendment) Bill 2017 seeks to enable employers to pay wages to workers through 
cheque or crediting to their bank accounts without obtaining written authorisation of the employees. 

�ƒ The bill will replace the Payment of Wages (Amendment) Bill 2016, which was introduced in Lok Sabha on 
December 15, 2016 and also seeks to repeal the Payment of Wages (Amendment) Ordinance 2016 promulgated 
on December 28, 2016. 

�ƒ The bill provides that �^���‰�‰�Œ�}�‰�Œ�]���š�� Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, specify the industrial 
or other establishment, the employer of which shall pay to every person employed in such industrial or other 
establishment, the wages only by cheque or by crediting the wages in his bank �������}�µ�v�š�_�X 

�ƒ The amendment enables the Centre as well as state governments to notify industries where employers shall have 
pay wages either through cheque or crediting that into �Á�}�Œ�l���Œ�•�[ bank accounts. 

�ƒ The bill also enables employers to pay through cheque or e-mode without the written authorisation of the 
worker. It provides that non-notified industries will have the option to pay �^�]�v current coin or currency notes or 
by cheque or by crediting wages in the bank account of the ���u�‰�o�}�Ç�����_�X 

�ƒ As per the bill, the new procedure will serve the objective of �^���]�P�]�š���o and less-cash �����}�v�}�u�Ç�_�X 
�ƒ At present, with the written authorisation of an employee, wages can be given through cheque or transferred to 

his or her bank account. 
Sources: toi. 

 

Centre not  in  favour  of new law  for  CBI 

The Central government has turned down the recommendation of a Parliamentary Committee to come up with a new 
law for the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), to replace the 70-year-old Delhi Special Police Establishment (DSPE) 
Act which governs the agency, stating that it might impinge on the federal structure of the Constitution. 

Background: 

The 85th report of the Department-Related Parliamentary Standing Committee on Personnel, Public Grievances, Law 
and Justice, which was recently tabled in Parliament, had strongly recommended that the Department of Personnel 
and Training (DoPT) revisit the 24th report of the committee on �^�d�Z�� Working of the Central Bureau of �/�v�À���•�š�]�P���š�]�}�v�X�_ 
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Why have a new law? 

The Delhi Special Police Establishment (DSPE) Act, 1946 governs the working of the Central Bureau of Investigation. 
The Committee is of the view that the powers given to the CBI under the DSPE Act are not adequate considering the 
pace of changing times and in this context, the Committee recommended for a separate statute for the CBI. 

Also, the Committee is of the view that the CBI is the only agency in India which has acquired and accumulated the 
necessary expertise in successfully investigating wide hues of transnational, terrorist and organised crimes and that 
enacting an enabling legislation for the CBI will be a major step toward evolving it into an independent and accountable 
agency which specialises in prevention, investigation and prosecution of crimes.    

Why the government is not willing to enforce a new law? 

In its action-taken reply, the DoPT said the agency, since the submission of the 24th report, had grown into a more 
dynamic and efficient organisation. It also listed the measures taken to strengthen the CBI. 

Also, the government says the new law may impinge on the federal structure of the Constitution and the mandate of 
Parliament to enact a law which would be in conflict with Entry 2 of List II which is in the domain of the States. 

Present scenario: 

The Delhi Special Police Establishment (DSPE) Act, 1946 governs the working of the Central Bureau of Investigation. 
Sources: the hindu. 

 

RBI to set up in -house enforcement  cell  

The Reserve Bank of India has decided to set up an enforcement department to speed up regulatory compliance. 

Key facts: 

�ƒ The department will be operational from the next financial year. 
�ƒ It will mainly deal with the penalties imposed on banks for violation of norms. Currently, the penalties are decided 

by the banking and non-banking supervision departments. 
�ƒ The department aims to develop a sound framework and process for enforcement action. 

Background: 

Enforcement deals with cases of non-compliance with regulations were noticed either through the surveillance 
process or otherwise. Enforcement is an integral part of the supervisory process. RBI takes enforcement action even 
now. But focussed attention will increase the regulatory compliance. 

Sources: the hindu. 
 

Mission  XI Million  

With the vision of making football the sport of choice in India, Mission XI Million, the biggest school sport outreach 
programme was recently launched by the government. 
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Key facts: 

�ƒ A first of its kind, the programme will encourage children to play the game of football, gain healthy habits and 
learn important life lessons in teamwork and sportsman spirit. 

�ƒ The approach is to work with school principals and sports teachers and encourage and incentivize them to make 
children play football games on regular basis. 

�ƒ Designed with international sporting expertise, but keeping in mind the ground realities of our huge and varied 
country, it aims to instill the passion for football in 11 million children from every part of the country. 

�ƒ Mission XI Million also equips parents and schools with the equipment and the knowledge about how to make 
regular play a reality for their wards. 

Sources: pib. 
 

�î���•�†�”�ƒ�†�Š�ƒ�•�—�•�Š �t�ä�r�ï on anvil  for  recapitalization  of PSBs 

Government plans to come out with �Z�/�v���Œ�����Z���v�µ�•�Z �î�X�ì�[�U a comprehensive plan for recapitalisation of public sector 
lenders, with a view to make sure they remain solvent and fully comply with the global capital adequacy norms, Basel-
III. 

�ƒ �Z�/�v���Œ�����Z���v�µ�•�Z �î�X�ì�[ will be finalised after completion of the Asset Quality Review (AQR) by the Reserve Bank, 
which is likely to be completed by March-end. 

Background: 

The RBI had embarked on the AQR exercise from December 2015 and asked banks to recognise some top defaulting 
accounts as non-performing assets (NPAs) and make adequate provisions for them. It has had a debilitating impact on 
�����v�l�•�[ numbers and their stocks. The central bank has set a deadline of March 2017 to complete the AQR exercise. 

About Indradhanush mission: 

Under Indradhanush roadmap announced in 2015, the government had announced to infuse Rs 70,000 crore in state-
run banks over four years while they will have to raise a further Rs 1.1 lakh crore from the markets to meet their capital 
requirement in line with global risk norms, known as Basel-III. 

�ƒ The mission includes the seven key reforms of appointments, board of bureau, capitalisation, de-stressing, 
empowerment, framework of accountability and governance reforms. 

�ƒ In line with the plan, public sector banks were given Rs 25,000 crore in 2015-16, and similar amount has been 
earmarked for the current fiscal. Besides, Rs 10,000 crore each would be infused in 2017-18 and 2018-19. 

Sources: the hindu. 
 

SC strikes  down  provisions  of Karnataka  quota  law  on promotion  

The Supreme court has set aside provisions of the �Z�<���Œ�v���š���l�� Determination of Seniority of the Government Servants 
Promoted on the Basis of Reservation (to the posts in the civil services of the State) �����š�[�U 2002, which did away with 
�Z�����š���Z �µ�‰�[ rule and provided consequential seniority to persons belonging to Schedule Castes and Schedule Tribes in 
promotion. 

�ƒ The court observed, �^�/�v order to provide reservation in promotions, the states must first determine whether the 
criteria of �Z�]�v�������‹�µ�����Ç of �Œ���‰�Œ���•���v�š���š�]�}�v�[�U �Z�������l�Á���Œ���v���•�•�[ and �Z�}verall ���(�(�]���]���v���Ç�[ are �(�µ�o�(�]�o�o�����X�_ 

�ƒ Relying on a constitution bench judgement, the court said the provisions of the Act are ultra vires to Articles 14 
(right to equality) and 16 (equality of opportunity in Government service) of the Constitution. 
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What is catch up rule? 

�Z�����š���Z �µ�‰�[ rule means that if a senior candidate of general category is promoted after SC/ST candidates, he would 
regain his seniority in promotion over the juniors promoted ahead of him under the reserved vacancies. 

What else has the court said? 

Under the 85th amendment to the Constitution, liberty has been given to states to give reservation in promotion with 
consequential seniority under Article 16(4A), if warranted under the criterias of �Z�������l�Á���Œ���v���•�•�U �Z�]�v�������‹�µ�����Ç of 
�Œ���‰�Œ���•���v�š���š�]�}�v�[ and �Z�}�Àerall ���(�(�]���]���v���Ç�[�X 

Thus, it is clear that exercise for determining �Z�]�v�������‹�µ�����Ç of �Œ���‰�Œ���•���v�š���š�]�}�v�[�U �Z�������l�Á���Œ���v���•�•�[ and �Z�}�À���Œ���o�o ���(�(�]���]���v���Ç�[�U 
is a must for exercise of power under Article 16(4A). Mere fact that there is no proportionate representation in 
promotional posts for SCs and STs is not by itself enough to grant consequential seniority to promotees who are 
otherwise junior and thereby denying seniority to those who are given promotion later on account of reservation 
policy. 

Sources: the hindu. 
 

Karnat aka assembly passes bill  to allow  �î���ƒ�•�„�ƒ�Ž�ƒ�ï 

Paving the way for the conduct of kambala, traditional buffalo race, the Karnataka Legislative Assembly has passed the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Karnataka Amendment) Bill, 2017.The Bill seeks to exempt kambala and bullock-cart 
racing from the ambit of the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (PCA) Act, 1960. 

Background: 

The clamour for Kambala was spurred by the 
success of the stir in Tamil Nadu for allowing 
Jallikattu, which led to the state government 
bringing a similar amendment to the Central act. 
Kambala committees and various Kannada 
organisations had held protests at several places 
against the ban. 

Kambala is currently stayed by the High Court 
following a petition by the People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals (PETA). 

Key facts: 

�ƒ The bill noted the significant role played by traditional sports events �^�<���u�����o���_ and �^���µ�o�o�• race or Bullock cart 
�Œ�������_ in preserving and promoting traditions and culture among the people in the state. 

�ƒ It also took note of their vital role in ensuring survival and continuance of native breeds of cattle in deciding to 
exempt the conduct of the races from the ambit of Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act. 

About Kambala: 

Kambla in its traditional form is non-competitive with buffalo pairs made to race one after another in paddy fields, 
which is considered a thanksgiving to the Gods for protecting the animals from diseases. 

�ƒ Over the years, it has however become an organised sport with animal rights activists claiming that the buffaloes 
run in the race due to fear of being beaten, which the organisers dismiss, saying no violence is involved and that 
several modifications had been made to ensure that it is an animal friendly event. 
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Muziris  Heritage  Project  set to turn  over  a new leaf 

The uniquely ambitious Muziris Heritage Project (MHP), which seeks to link up heritage sites, restore monuments and 
community spaces along the riparian North Paravur, Chendamangalam, Chittattinkara, Vadakkekara, Pallippuram, 
Kodungalloor, Mathilakam, Eriyad and Methala and liven them up with community-based projects and cultural shows 
from the region, is on the cusp of being revitalised and fast-tracked by the Kerala State Tourism Department. 

�ƒ As a first step, a working team of project consultants and officials is visiting the Muziris region, putting to technical 
scrutiny each site �š�Z���š�[�• up and running for upgrade as originally envisaged, besides surveying new sites for 
making it a participatory conservation tourism initiative with renewed thrust on cultural research and learning. 

About the Muziris Heritage Project: 

The Muziris heritage Project utilizes at a global level the possibilities of a region, which lost its glory centuries ago. 
Muziris is an ancient port town in little Kerala still holds a kind of beauty that is filled with history and culture. 

The Government of Kerala has initiated the Muziris Heritage Project to reinstate the historical and cultural significance 
of the legendary port of Muziris. The region is dotted with numerous monuments of a bygone era that conjure up a 
vast and vivid past. The entire project is designed to involve and integrate the local community in all intended 
developmental initiatives. 

Sources: the hindu. 
 

Cabinet approves  Amending  the Collectio n of Statistics  Act, 2008  (7 of 2009)  

The Union Cabinet has approved a proposal to introduce a Bill in Parliament to extend the jurisdiction of the Collection 
of Statistics Act, 2008 to Jammu & Kashmir on statistics relevant to any matters under any of the entries specified in 
the List-I (Union List) and the List- III (Concurrent List) in the Seventh Schedule to the Constitution, as applicable to 
Jammu & Kashmir under the Constitution (Application to Jammu & Kashmir) Order, 1954. 

Key facts: 

�ƒ The Amendment is aimed at strengthening data collection mechanism in the State of Jammu & Kashmir. 
�ƒ The amendment will provide for extending the jurisdiction of the Act to Jammu & Kashmir State in respect of 

matters not reserved for the State as per the Constitution (Application to Jammu and Kashmir) Order 1954. 
�ƒ It will also provide for appointing a nodal officer at the Centre and in each State/Union Territory to effectively 

coordinate data collection activities and provide consultation to Government Departments for avoiding 
unnecessary duplication, etc. 

About the Collection of Statistics Act 2008: 

The Collection of Statistics Act, 2008 was enacted to facilitate the collection of statistics on economics, demographic, 
social, scientific and environmental aspects etc. 

�ƒ The Act extends to the whole of India, except Jammu & Kashmir. The Jammu & Kashmir State legislature enacted 
the Jammu & Kashmir Collection of Statistics Act, 2010, which extends to the whole of the State of Jammu & 
Kashmir and is almost a replica of the central legislation. 

Need for an amendment: 

The Collection of Statistics Act, 2008 and the Jammu & Kashmir Collection of Statistics Act, 2010 are not applicable to 
statistical subjects falling in the Union List, as applicable to the Jammu & Kashmir under the Constitution (Application 
to Jammu & Kashmir) Order 1954. This has created a legislative vacuum. Moreover, the concurrent jurisdiction to be 
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exercised by the Centre in Jammu & Kashmir has also not been provided for, in the Collection of Statistics Act, 2008. 
The amendment is intended to address this vacuum. 

Sources: pib. 
  

Cabinet approves  acquisition  of subsidiary  banks of State Bank of India  

The Union Cabinet has approved the acquisition by the State Bank of India of its subsidiary banks namely State Bank 
of Bikaner and Jaipur, State Bank of Hyderabad, State Bank of Mysore, State Bank of Patiala and State Bank of 
Travancore. 

�ƒ The acquisition of subsidiary banks of State Bank is an important step towards strengthening the banking sector 
through consolidation of public sector banks. It is in pursuance of the Indradhanush action plan of the 
Government and it is expected to strengthen the banking sector and improve its efficiency and profitability.   

Benefits of merger: 

�ƒ The merger is likely to result in recurring savings, estimated at more than Rs. 1,000 crore in the first year, through 
a combination of enhanced operational efficiency and reduced cost of funds. Existing customers of subsidiary 
banks will benefit from access to �^���/�[�• global network. 

�ƒ The merger will also lead to better management of high value credit exposures through focused monitoring and 
control over cash flows instead of separate monitoring by six different banks. 

�ƒ The acquisition under Section 35 of the State Bank of India Act, 1955 will result in the creation of a stronger 
merged entity. This will minimize vulnerability to any geographic concentration risks faced by subsidiary banks.  

�ƒ It will also create improved operational efficiency and economies of scale. It will also result in improved risk 
management and unified treasury operations. 

Background: 

The merger proposal was announced in May 2016 and was scheduled for March 2017. 
Sources: the hindu. 

  

���ƒ�„�‹�•�‡�–�ï�• nod to establishment  of new FLRP 

The Union Cabinet has approved the establishment of Food Legumes Research Platform (FLRP) at Amlaha in Madhya 
Pradesh. 

Key facts: 

�ƒ The research platform will be established with satellite hubs in West Bengal (for pulses) and Rajasthan (for natural 
resource management) by the International Centre for Agricultural Research in Dry Areas (ICARDA). 

�ƒ The Madhya Pradesh government will provide 71 hectares (or 175.42 acre) of land at Amlaha Farm for the project 
on rent of Re 1 per acre per year for 30 years on lease. 

�ƒ The Cabinet also gave �Z�]�v �‰�Œ�]�v���]�‰�o���[ approval for conferring on FLRP an international status as contemplated in 
Clause 3 of the United Nations (Privileges and Immunities) Act, 1947. 

�ƒ The platform is aimed at contributing significantly towards reducing poverty, improving food security, improving 
nutrition and health, and sustaining the natural resource base. 
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Significance of this move: 

The establishment of FLRP will enable India to harness the best of international science in meeting the emerging food 
security challenges. A major international R&D institution will make India an even bigger centre for agricultural 
research in the world and this in turn, will attract further research and development investment in the country. 

About ICARDA: 

The International Center for Agriculture Research in the Dry Areas (ICARDA), a member of the CGIAR, supported by 
the CGIAR Fund, is a non-profit agricultural research for development institute that aims to improve the livelihoods of 
the resource-poor across the �Á�}�Œ�o���[�• dry areas. 

�ƒ Established in 1977, the �/�����Z�����[�• founding mandate is to promote agricultural development in the dry areas of 
developing countries. 

Sources: the hindu. 
 

Set up mechanism  to delete  sex determination  ads: SC 

The Supreme Court has ordered three Internet giants �v  Google, Microsoft and Yahoo �v  to immediately set up their 
own in-house expert bodies to keep tabs on and delete online pre-natal sex determination advertisements. The court 
said the intent of the order was to make these search engines �^�Œ���•�‰�}�v�•�]�À�� to Indian �o���Á�X�_ 

�ƒ This step is in addition to the Ministry of Health and Family �t���o�(���Œ���[�• move to set up a nodal agency to receive 
complaints on violation of Section 22 of the 1994 Act. 

Background: 

Section 22 of the Pre-conception and Pre-natal Diagnostic Techniques (Prohibition of Sex Selection) Act of 1994 
prohibits advertisements relating to pre-natal determination of sex and imposes punishment. However, ads continue 
to appear online, rendering the law toothless. 

What else has the court said? 

�ƒ The court ordered that the search engines �^�•�Z���o�o appoint their �Z�/�v-House Expert ���}���Ç�[ which shall take steps to 
see that if any words or any key words that can be shown on the Internet which has the potentiality to go counter 
to Section 22 of the 1994 Act, should be deleted �(�}�Œ�š�Z�Á�]�š�Z�X�_ 

�ƒ It also said that the in-house expert body �^�•�Z���o�o on its own �µ�v�����Œ�•�š���v���]�v�P�_ delete anything that violates the letter 
and spirit of language of Section 22 of the 1994 Act. In case of doubt, they are free to approach the �D�]�v�]�•�š�Œ�Ç�[�• 
nodal agency and be guided by the latter. 

About PCPNDT Act: 

The Pre-conception & Pre-natal Diagnostics Techniques (PC & PNDT) Act, 1994 was enacted in response to the decline 
in Sex ratio in India, which deteriorated from 972 in 1901 to 927 in 1991. 

�ƒ The main purpose of enacting the act is to ban the use of sex selection techniques before or after conception and 
prevent the misuse of prenatal diagnostic technique for sex selective abortion. 

�ƒ Offences under this act include conducting or helping in the conduct of prenatal diagnostic technique in the 
unregistered units, sex selection on a man or woman, conducting PND test for any purpose other than the one 
mentioned in the act, sale, distribution, supply, renting etc. of any ultra sound machine or any other equipment 
capable of detecting sex of the foetus. 
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Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques (Regulation and Prevention of Misuse) Act, 1994 (PNDT), was amended in 2003 to 
The Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques (Prohibition Of Sex Selection) Act (PCPNDT Act) to improve 
the regulation of the technology used in sex selection. The Act was amended to bring the technique of pre conception 
sex selection and ultrasound technique within the ambit of the act. The amendment also empowered the central 
supervisory board and state level supervisory board was constituted. In 1988, the State of Maharashtra became the 
first in the country to ban pre-natal sex determination through enacting the Maharashtra Regulation of Pre-natal 
Diagnostic Techniques Act. 

Sources: the hindu. 
 

Government  announces expansion  of rotavirus  vaccine 

The government has announced the expansion of rotavirus vaccine in five additional states under its Universal 
Immunisation Programme (UIP). Now, the vaccine will be expanded to Assam, Tripura, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan 
and Tamil Nadu. 

�ƒ The announcement came after 38 lakh children were vaccinated in four states �t Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, 
Andhra Pradesh and Odisha when the vaccine was first introduced. 

�ƒ The vaccine will prevent Rotavirus diarrhoea in children which accounts for approximately 40% of hospitalizations 
from diarrhoea in India. 

Background: 

Diarrhoea is one of the biggest killers in children and rotavirus is one of the most common causes of severe diarrhoea 
in children less than 2 years of age. Rotavirus diarrhoea is responsible for nearly 78,000 deaths, 32 lakh out-patient 
visits and nearly 9 lakh hospitalizations every year. 

Rotavirus-Signs and Symptoms: 

�ƒ Kids with a rotavirus infection have fever, nausea, and vomiting, often followed by abdominal cramps and 
frequent, watery diarrhea. 

�ƒ Kids may also have a cough and runny nose. 
�ƒ Sometimes the diarrhea that accompanies a rotavirus infection is so severe that it can quickly lead to dehydration. 
�ƒ As with all viruses, though, some rotavirus infections cause few or no symptoms, especially in adults. 

Transmission: 

Rotavirus is transmitted by the faecal-oral route, via contact with contaminated hands, surfaces and objects, and 
possibly by the respiratory route. Viral diarrhea is highly contagious. 

About UIP: 

Universal Immunization Programme is a vaccination program launched by the Government of India in 1985. It became 
a part of Child Survival and Safe Motherhood Programme in 1992 and is currently one of the key areas under National 
Rural Health Mission(NRHM) since 2005. 

�ƒ The program consists of vaccination for ten diseases- tuberculosis, diphtheria, pertussis (whooping cough), 
tetanus, poliomyelitis, measles, Hepatitis B, Diarrhoea, Japanese Encephalitis and Pneumonia. 

�ƒ Hepatitis B was added to the UIP in 2007. 
�ƒ In 2014 it was announced that four vaccines will be added to the program, namely rotavirus, rubella and Japanese 

encephalitis, as well as the injectable polio vaccine. 
Sources: the hindu. 
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90,095  more  affordable  houses sanctioned  for  urban  poor  under  PMAY(Urban)  

Ministry of Housing & Urban Poverty Alleviation has approved construction of 90,095 more affordable houses for the 
benefit of urban poor under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban) with an investment of Rs.5,590 cr and central 
assistance of Rs.1,188 cr. 

�ƒ With this, construction of a total number of 16,51,687 affordable houses for the benefit of urban poor has been 
sanctioned so far under PMAY (Urban) with a total investment of Rs.89,072 cr with central assistance of Rs.25,819 
cr. 

About PMAY-Urban: 

The Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban) Programme launched by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Poverty 
Alleviation (MoHUPA), in Mission mode envisions provision of Housing for All by 2022, when the Nation completes 75 
years of its Independence. 

The Mission seeks to address the housing requirement of 
urban poor including slum dwellers through following 
programme verticals: 

�ƒ Slum rehabilitation of Slum Dwellers with participation of 
private developers using land as a resource. 

�ƒ Promotion of Affordable Housing for weaker section 
through credit linked subsidy. 

�ƒ Affordable Housing in Partnership with Public & Private sectors. 
�ƒ Subsidy for beneficiary-led individual house construction /enhancement. 

Key facts: 

�ƒ The beneficiaries are poor and people living under EWS and LIG categories in the country. 
�ƒ The scheme is divided into three phases. In the first phase, a total of 100 cities will be covered from April 2015 to 

March 2017. In phase two, 200 cities will be covered from April 2017 to March 2019. In the third phase, the 
leftover cities will be covered from April 2019 to March 2022. 

�ƒ The government is providing an interest subsidy of 6.5% on housing loans which can be availed by beneficiaries 
for 15 years from start of loan date. 

�ƒ The government will grant Rs 1 lakh to all the beneficiaries of the scheme. In addition, Rs 1.5 lakh will be given to 
all eligible urban poor who want to construct their houses in urban areas or plan to go for renovation in their 
existing houses. One can also avail loans under this scheme to build toilets in existing houses. 

Sources: pib. 
 

While  Google and Uber fight,  Indian  govt throws  out  red  carpet  for  self-driven  
cars 

India could soon see driverless cars on its roads as proposed amendments to the motor vehicles law will empower the 
government to permit the testing of such vehicles, an area in which companies such as Google, Tesla and Uber are 
heavily engaged. 

�ƒ The government will allow testing of these vehicles on a case-by-case basis once the law is in place. The move 
will allow Indian carmakers and technology firms to join the global race to develop self-driving cars. 
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Background: 

The new provision is part of the Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill, 2016, which had grabbed headlines for its focus on 
safety and hefty penalties for traffic violations. The Bill, introduced in Parliament in August last year, has since been 
referred to a parliamentary standing committee. 

Highlights of the Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill, 2016: 

The Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill, 2016 was introduced in Lok Sabha in August, 2016.  The Bill seeks to amend the 
Motor Vehicles Act, 1988.  The Act provides for standards for motor vehicles, grant of driving licenses, and penalties 
for violation of these provisions. 

�ƒ National Transportation Policy: The Bill requires the central government to develop a National Transportation 
Policy, in consultation with the states.  The Policy will: (i) establish a planning framework for road transport, (ii) 
develop a framework for grant of permits and schemes, and (iii) identify and specify priorities for the road 
transport system. 

�ƒ Recall of vehicles: The Bill allows the central government to order for recall of motor vehicles if a defect in the 
vehicle may cause damage to the environment, or the driver, or other road users.  Vehicles may also be recalled 
if defects in a vehicle are reported to the central government.  The manufacturer will have to (i) reimburse the 
buyers for the full cost of the vehicle, or (ii) replace the defective vehicle with another vehicle with similar or 
better specifications. 

�ƒ Compulsory insurance: The Bill requires the central government to constitute a Motor Vehicle Accident 
Fund.  The Fund will provide compulsory insurance cover to all road users in India.  The Fund will be credited with: 
(i) a cess or tax as approved by the central government, (ii) a grant or loan made by the central government, or 
(iii) any other source as prescribed the central government.  It will be managed by an authority specified by the 
central government. 

�ƒ Care for road accident victims: The central government will develop a scheme for cashless treatment of road 
accident victims during golden hour.  The Bill defines golden hour as the time period of up to an hour following a 
traumatic injury, during which the likelihood of preventing death through prompt medical care is the highest.  The 
Bill also increases the compensation for death in a hit and run case from Rs 25,000 to Rs two lakh or more, as 
prescribed by the central government. 

�ƒ Protection of good samaritans: The Bill defines a good samaritan as a person who renders emergency medical 
or non-medical assistance to a victim at the scene of an accident.  The assistance must have been (i) in good faith, 
(ii) voluntary, and (iii) without the expectation of any reward.  Such a person will not be liable for any civil or 
criminal action for any injury to or death of an accident victim.  The central government may, through rules, 
provide for procedures related to their questioning or disclosure of personal information. 

�ƒ Offences and penalties: The Bill increases the penalties for several offences under the Act.  For example, the 
maximum penalty for driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs has been increased from Rs 2,000 to Rs 
10,000.  If a motor vehicle manufacturer fails to comply with construction or maintenance standards of motor 
vehicles, the penalty may be a fine of up to Rs 100 crore, or imprisonment up to one year, or both. 

�ƒ The Bill also recognizes offences committed by juveniles. In such cases the guardian of the juvenile or owner of 
the motor vehicle will be liable unless they prove that: (i) the offence was committed without their knowledge, 
or (ii) they exercised all due diligence to prevent commission of the offence. 

Sources: et. 
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Ministry  of UD wants  States and Cities to go beyond  taking  small  steps for  rapid  
urban  transformation  

Ministry of Urban Development has evolved a new reform matrix to enable State and City Governments go beyond 
the present incrementalism of taking small steps towards implementing transformational reforms over the next three 
years, for a turn around in urban governance, planning and finance. These include five major transformational reforms 
to be implemented  based on report of Group of Secretaries. 

Background: 

The concerned Group of Secretaries in their report on urban sector have recommended that �^���(�š���Œ a review of the 
schemes over the years, the Group felt that instead of an incremental approach, the time has come for ushering in 
transformational reforms in Governance, Planning and �&�]�v���v�����_�X 

Major reforms recommended by the Group of Secretaries are: 

�x Moving to a Trust and Verify Approach: Instead of the present practice of verifying first and approving later, 
it has been recommended that trust needs to be reposed in the citizens and approvals may be accorded first 
and to be verified later, inverting the model of verifying first and approving later which is resulting in huge 
delays. This �Z�d�Œ�µ�•�š and �s���Œ�]�(�Ç�[ approach has been recommended in respect of Permissions for building 
construction, change of title in municipal records (mutation) and Birth and Death registration, involving the 
largest number of physical interactions between city governments and citizens. 

�x Formulating Land Titling Laws: The Group quoting a study by McKinsey noted that over 90% of the land 
records in the country are unclear and land market distortions and unclear land titles are costing the country 
1.30% of GDP per year and accordingly recommended enactment of Land Titling Laws and their 
implementation in a specific time frame. 

�x Credit Rating of Urban Local Bodies. 
�x Value Capture Financing: Noting that the total revenues of the municipal sector accounts for only 0.75% of 

the ���}�µ�v�š�Œ�Ç�[�• GDP as against 6% for South Africa, 5% for Brazil and 4.50% for Poland, the Group recommended 
Municipal Bonds further to Credit Rating of ULBs and Value Capture Finance tools for meeting the capital 
expenditure needs of cities. 

�x Improving Professionalism of ULBs: Quoting investment bank Goldman Sachs report, the Group of Secretaries 
noted that a bureaucracy that is based on merit rather than seniority could add nearly a percentage point 
annually to the ���}�µ�v�š�Œ�Ç�[�• per capita GDP growth. It also expressed concern over shortage of qualified technical 
staff and managerial supervisors in ULBs preventing innovation, the Group recommended induction of 
professionals in city governments by encouraging lateral induction and filling top positions in cities 
(Commissioners and Heads of Finance and Revenue) through open competition. 

Way ahead: 

To incentivize, implementation of these five transformational reforms, the Ministry of Urban Development has 
proposed to increase Reform Incentive Fund from Rs.500 cr during 2017-18 to over Rs.3,000 cr per year over the next 
three years of implementation period. Cities will be ranked based on performance under each reform category for 
providing reform incentive. Rs.400 cr was distributed during 2016-17 for those who pursued reforms indicated in 
AMRUT Guidelines. 

Ministry will also discuss with States and UTs new initiatives viz., Transit Oriented Development Policy, Metro Policy, 
Green Urban Mobility Scheme, Livability Index for Cities, Value Capture Policy and Fecal Sludge Management Policy. 

Sources: pib. 
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Ministry  of UD to push dense urban  growth  along mass transit  corridors  for  
better  living  experience  

To effectively address the emerging urbanization challenges, the Ministry of Urban Development has come out with a 
multi-pronged policy framework to promote living close to mass urban transit corridors. 

�ƒ The Ministry has formulated a �Z�E���š�]�}�v���o Transit Oriented Development �W�}�o�]���Ç�[ which will be discussed with the 
States and Union Territories. 

Key facts: 

This new initiative seeks to promote �Z�d�Œ���v�•�]�š Oriented Development �~�d�K���•�[ which enables people to live within walking 
or cycling distance from transit corridors like the Metros, Monorail and Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) corridors, currently 
being taken up on a large scale.   

�ƒ This policy seeks to enhance the depth of understanding of States and UTs on TOD as a viable solution to many 
of the challenges like haphazard urban growth and sprawl, mobility, rapidly rising private vehicles on roads, 
pollution, housing choices etc. 

�ƒ This new urban design and planning in the form of TOD, is being incentivesed by the Ministry under two more 
initiatives viz., Metro Policy and Green Urban Mobility Scheme which also will be discussed with States and UTS 
for taking them on board. 

About ToD: 

TOD Policy also aims at inclusive development by ensuring mixed neighbourhood development in the form of a range 
of housing choices including affordable housing and ensuring spaces for street vendors. 

�ƒ States and UTs will be required to incorporate TOD in the Master Plans and Development Plans of cities besides 
identifying �Z�/�v�(�o�µ���v���� �•�}�v���•�[ from transit corridors for tapping revenue streams. 

�ƒ Under TOD, city densification will be promoted along mass transit corridors through vertical construction by 
substantially enhancing FARs (Floor Area Ratio) backed by  promotion of Non-motorised Transport Infrastructure 
for walking and cycling to transport stations, development of street networks in the influence zone of transit 
corridors, multi-modal integration, effective first and last mile connectivity through feeder services to enable 
people access public transit in 5 to 10 minutes  from home and work places. 

�ƒ Dense living along transit corridors besides resulting in enhanced living and travel experience, will also improve 
ridership of mass transit systems. If properly executed, TOD could emerge as a means of financing mass transit 
project, for which the demand is growing. 

�ƒ TOD promotes integration of land use planning with transportation and infrastructure development to avoid long 
distance travel in cities through compact development as against the present pattern of unplanned and 
haphazard urban growth. 

Sources: pib. 
 

Paper 2 Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 
Health, Education, Human Resources, issues relating to poverty and hunger. 

Cabinet approves  Introduction  of The Indian  Institutes  of Information  
Technology  (Amendment)  Bill,  2017  in  Parliament  

The Union Cabinet has given its approval for introduction of The Indian Institutes of Information Technology 
(Amendment) Bill, 2017 in Parliament. 
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Key facts: 

�ƒ The amendment Bill provides for inclusion of Indian Institute of Information Technology Design and 
Manufacturing (IIITDM), Kurnool along with the other IITs in the Principal Act. 

�ƒ Subsequently, IITDM Kurnool will be declared as an institute of National Importance with the power to award 
degrees to students 

�ƒ The expenditure for the operationalization of IITDM Kurnool is incurred from the Plan funds of the Ministry of 
Human Resource Development. 

�ƒ The emerging needs of the industry and the economy, as a whole for skilled technical manpower is expected to 
be met from the talent pool of trained personnel of the Institute. 

�ƒ The Institute shall be open to all persons irrespective of gender, caste, creed, disability, domicile, ethnicity, social 
or economic background. 

Background: 

The Indian Institutes of Information Technology Act, 2014 confers the status of Institutions of National Importance on 
the IIITs and also provides for matters connected with administering these IIITs. Subsequently, the Government has 
approved creation of a new NIT at Kurnool in Andhra Pradesh as embodied in the Andhra Pradesh Reorganization Act, 
2014. Due to addition of a new IIIT, amendment has to be made in the IIIT Act, 2014. With this, IIITDM. Kurnool will be 
the fifth Member as a Centrally Funded IIIT. 

Sources: pib. 
 

Health  Ministry  Notifies  Medical  Devices Rules, 2017  

The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has notified Medical Devices Rules, 2017. The new Rules have been framed 
in conformity with Global Harmonisation Task Force (GHTF) framework and conform to best international practices. 

�ƒ The new Rules seek to remove regulatory bottlenecks to make in India, facilitate ease of doing business while 
ensuring availability of better medical devices for patient care and safety. 

Background: 

Only 15 categories of medical devices are, at present, regulated as drugs and to that extent, the current regulatory 
practices in India were not fully geared to meet the requirements of medical devices sector in the country.  

New rules include: 

�ƒ Medical devices will, under the new Rules, be classified as per GHTF practice, based on associated risks, into Class 
A (low risk), Class B (low moderate risk), Class C (moderate high risk) and Class D (high risk). 

�ƒ The manufacturers of medical devices will be required to meet risk proportionate regulatory requirements that 
have been specified in the Rules and are based on best international practices. 

�ƒ With a view to bring in the highest degree of professionalism in regulation of medical devices, a system of �Z�d�Z�]�Œ�� 
Party Conformity Assessment and �����Œ�š�]�(�]�����š�]�}�v�[ through Notified Bodies is envisaged. The Notified Bodies will be 
accredited by the National Accreditation Board for Certification Bodies (NABCB). 

�ƒ The NABCB will, before accrediting Notified Bodies, assess their competence in terms of required human 
resources and other requirements. These Bodies will undertake verification and assessment of Quality 
Management System of Medical Device Manufacturers of Class A and Class B category and may, on as required 
basis, be called upon to render assistance for regulation of Class C and D medical devices also. 
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�ƒ The Rules also seek to evolve a culture of self-compliance by manufacturers of medical devices and, accordingly, 
the manufacturing licences for Class A medical devices will be granted without prior audit of manufacturing site. 
However, post approval audit of manufacturing site will be carried out by the Notified Bodies to check 
conformance with Quality Management System. 

�ƒ Manufacture of Class A and Class B medical devices will be licenced by State Licensing Authorities concerned after 
Quality Management System audit by an accredited Notified Body. Manufacture of Class C and Class D medical 
devices will be regulated by the Central Licensing Authority and, where required, assistance of experts or notified 
bodies will be taken. 

�ƒ Import of all medical devices will continue to be regulated by CDSCO. 
�ƒ A network of NABL accredited laboratories will be set up both, by the Government and by other entities, for 

testing medical devices. 
�ƒ Separate provisions for regulation of Clinical Investigation (clinical trials) of investigational medical devices (i.e. 

new devices) have also been made at par with international practices and, like clinical trials, these will be 
regulated by CDSCO. 

�ƒ Conduct of clinical investigations will, while following the international practices, be conducted in a manner that 
ensures realization of the twin objectives of patient safety and welfare and discovery of new medical devices. 

�ƒ Medical management and compensation will be provided to the subjects of clinical investigation in accordance 
with the predefined and objective criteria laid down by the Government. 

Significance of the new rules: 

�ƒ The Rules will provide a conducive environment for fostering India specific innovation and improving accessibility 
and affordability of medical devices across the globe by leveraging comparative cost advantage of manufacturing 
in India. 

�ƒ The objective, transparent and predictable regulatory framework will boost the confidence of investors and, as a 
consequence, the quality and range of products and services will improve and business burdens will be reduced. 

�ƒ The new Rules will help in developing a quality standardization framework in India at par with international 
standards. 

�ƒ The implementation of these Rules will provide the assurance of the best quality, safety and performance of 
medical devices. 

�ƒ These Rules coupled with other measures, taken by the Government in the recent past, are expected to sharpen 
the competitive edge and provide incentives to firms to become more efficient, innovative, and competitive. 

�ƒ All this will support entrepreneurship, market entry and economic growth that, in turn, would produce high-
paying, high-quality jobs. 

Sources: pib. 
 

Single vaccine for  dual  protection  against  measles and rubella  

The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare recently launched Measles Rubella (MR) vaccination campaign in the 
country. 

Key facts: 

�ƒ The campaign against these two diseases will start from five States/UTs (Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Goa 
and Lakshadweep) covering nearly 3.6 crore target children. 

�ƒ Following the campaign, Measles-Rubella vaccine will be introduced in routine immunization, replacing the 
currently given two doses of measles vaccine, at 9-12 months and 16-24 months of age. 
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About MR campaign: 

The MR campaign targets around 41 crore children across the country, the largest ever in any campaign. 

�ƒ All children aged between 9 months and less than 15 years will be given a single shot of Measles-Rubella (MR) 
vaccination irrespective of their previous measles/rubella vaccination status or measles/rubella disease status. 

�ƒ MR vaccine will be provided free- of- cost across the states from session sites at schools as well as health facilities 
and outreach session sites. 

�ƒ Measles vaccine is currently provided under Universal Immunization Programme (UIP). However, rubella vaccine 
will be a new addition. After the completion of the campaign, MR vaccine will be introduced in routine 
immunization and will replace measles vaccine, given at 9-12 months and 16-24 months of age of child. 

About Measles and Rubella: 

Measles is a deadly disease and one of the important causes of death in children. It is highly contagious and spreads 
through coughing and sneezing of an infected person. Measles can make a child vulnerable to life threatening 
complications such as pneumonia, diarrhoea and brain infection. Globally, in 2015, measles killed an estimated 1, 
34,200 children�v mostly under-5 years. In India, it killed an estimated 49,200 children. 

Rubella is generally a mild infection, but has serious consequences if infection occurs in pregnant women, causing 
congenital rubella syndrome (CRS), which is a cause of public health concern. CRS is characterized by congenital 
anomalies in the foetus and newborns affecting the eyes (glaucoma, cataract), ears (hearing loss), brain (microcephaly, 
mental retardation) and heart defects, causing a huge socio-economic burden on the families in particular and society 
in general. 

Sources: pib. 
 

Single-dose Zika  vaccine works  in  animals:  Study 

A new Zika vaccine candidate has potential to protect against the virus with a single dose and is the first to show long-
lasting protection in animals without the use of a live virus, a new study has claimed. 

Key facts: 

�ƒ Traditional viral vaccines contain a weakened or killed version of the virus or isolated viral proteins. By contrast, 
the new Zika candidate vaccine uses tiny strands of RNA that hold the genetic codes for making viral proteins. 

�ƒ These RNA molecules are modified versions of the so-called messenger RNAs (mRNAs) that normally carry 
information from genes and serve as blueprints for the making of proteins within cells. 

�ƒ In this case, the mRNAs �t produced and purified in a laboratory or biotech production facility �t are delivered like 
a normal vaccine in an injection. 

�ƒ Injected mRNAs normally would be cleared from the body within minutes by a �‰���š�]���v�š�[�• immune system, but 
these mRNAs are modified so that they are ignored by the immune system and can easily enter cells. 

�ƒ Once inside cells, they are taken up by cellular protein-making machinery and induce the production, over weeks, 
of the viral proteins they encode. 

About Live virus vaccines: 

Live virus vaccines �t using slow-replicating versions of the virus they are meant to protect against �t tend to induce 
much more powerful immune protection compared to vaccines that are based on non-replicating versions of a virus 
or isolated viral proteins. 
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Live virus vaccines have serious potential drawbacks, though, including harmful infection with the virus in people who 
have weakened immune systems. 

About Zika: 

Zika is a viral disease transmitted through the bite of an infected Aedes mosquito. This is the same mosquito that is 
known to transmit infections like dengue and chikungunya. 

�ƒ It is said that Zika infection during pregnancy can cause a serious birth defect called microcephaly that is a sign of 
incomplete brain development. 

�ƒ Only one in five people with Zika develop symptoms, which include rash, fever, muscle aches and headaches. 
Click here for Infographic on Zika 

Sources: the hindu. 
 

National  Deworming  Day 

India observed its third National Deworming Day on February 10th�X���/�š���]�•���š�Z���� �Á�}�Œ�o���[�•�� �o���Œ�P���•�š��deworming programme 
covering 340 million children under-19 years of age across 36 states/ UTs. 

�ƒ �d�Z���� �����Á�}�Œ�u�]�v�P���‰�Œ�}�P�Œ���u�u���� �]�•���/�v���]���[�•�����}�u�u�]�š�u���v�š���š�}������ ���}�u�‰�Œ���Z���v�•�]�À���� �v���š�]�}�v���o���Œ���•�‰�}�v�•���� �š�}���š�Z���� �‰�µ���o�]���� �Z�����o�š�Z��
threat posed by worms. 

National deworming programme: 

To combat Soil Transmitted Helminths (STH) infections, government has adopted a single day strategy called 
NATIONAL DEWORMING DAY (NDD). The programme is being implemented through the combined efforts of 
Department of School Education and Literacy under Ministry of Human Resource and Development, Ministry of 
Women and Child Development and Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation. 

�ƒ During NDD single dose of Albendazole is administered to children from under 1 to 19 years of age group through 
the platforms of schools and aanganwadi centers. Albendazole is an extremely safe drug that has been used for 
decades by millions of people around the world and in India, with no or minimal side effects. Side effects such as 
nausea and vomiting can manifest in the children with high worm load. 

Background: 

India carries the highest burden of worm infestation and 64% of Indian population less than 14 years of age are at risk 
�}�(�� �^�}�]�o�� �d�Œ���v�•�u�]�š�š������ �,���o�u�]�v�š�Z�•�� �~�^�d�,�•�� �}�Œ�� �Á�}�Œ�u�•�[�� �]�v�(���•�š���š�]�}�v�� �~�t�,�K�•�X�� �^�}�]�o�� �d�Œ���v�•�u�]�š�š������ �,���o�u�]�v�š�Z�•�� �~�^�d�,�•�� �]�v�š��rfere with 
nutrients uptake in children; can lead to anaemia, malnourishment and impaired mental and physical development. 
The situation of undernutrition and anaemia which is linked to STH ranges from 40% to 70% in different population 
groups across the country (WHO).  �d�Z���Ç�����o�•�}���‰�}�•���������•���Œ�]�}�µ�•���š�Z�Œ�����š���š�}�����Z�]�o���Œ���v�[�•�������µ�����š�]�}�v�����v�����‰�Œ�}���µ���š�]�À�]�š�Ç���o���š���Œ���]�v���o�]�(���X 

Sources: pib. 
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Ninth  Phase of Science Express 

Science Express Climate Action Special (SECAS II) is all set to be flagged off on February 17 from Safdarjung Railway 
station in Delhi. 

Key facts: 

�ƒ The SECAS II is a unique collaborative initiative of Department of Science & Technology (DST), Ministry of 
Environment, Forest & Climate Change (MoEFCC), Department of Biotechnology (DBT), Ministry of Railways and 
Vikram A Sarabhai Community Science Centre (VASCSC). 

�ƒ The SECAS II will run from February 17 to September 8 2017, culminating its journey at Gandhinagar. 
�ƒ During its journey, the Science Express will cover over 19, 000 km, and will be exhibited at 68 stations across 20 

states of the country. During this seven month journey, SECAS will roll into Tripura for the first time. 

About Science Express: 

Science Express, redesigned as SECAS, intends to contribute towards increasing understanding of the science of 
climate change, the observed and anticipated impacts, and different possible responses.  

�ƒ It is an innovative mobile science exhibition mounted on a 16 coach AC train, which has been custom-built for 
Department of Science & Technology (DST) by Indian Railways. 

�ƒ This unique mobile exhibition was first launched in October 2007 by DST. Since then it has travelled across India 
eight times, traveling about 1, 42, 000 km and exhibiting at 455 locations. More than 1.50 crore people visited 
the exhibition over 1, 602 exhibition days. 

�ƒ Science Express has become the largest, the longest running and the most visited mobile science exhibition. It 
has six entries in the Limca Book of Records. 

�ƒ The exhibition will convey a message about Climate Change and will also be a good opportunity to generate a 
dialogue and discussion. The state-of-the-art exhibition on board the SECAS aims to create awareness among 
various sections of society, as to how climate change can be combated through mitigation and adaptation. 

Sources: pib. 
  

FSSAI constitutes  panel  to identify  nutritional  gaps 

The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI), which is addressing the nutritional gap in the population 
through fortification of various foods, has constituted a Scientific Panel on �^�&�}�}�� Fortification and �E�µ�š�Œ�]�š�]�}�v�_ to take 
the program further. 

Key facts: 

�ƒ The Panel will identify critical nutritional gaps in the Indian diet in general as well as in specific target groups 
based on diet surveys and credible scientific evidence. 

�ƒ It will define strategies to address nutritional needs of the general population and vulnerable groups, and review 
the standards for all suitable food fortifying vehicles, in addition to the healthy dietary intake of Fat, Sugar & Salt. 

�ƒ It will also address regulatory and related technological issues, review proposals from industry using modern risk 
assessment methods, and prescribe standard sampling and test methods for effective monitoring, surveillance 
and enforcement of the relevant regulations. 

Background: 

Micronutrient Malnutrition Disorders are ubiquitously prevalent in all age groups of the population. According to 
National Family Health Survey (2006-07) and the World Bank (2006), about 70% preschool children suffer from iron 
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deficiency anaemia and 57% preschool children have sub-clinical Vitamin A deficiency respectively. Further, as per the 
World Bank (2006), Iodine deficiency is endemic in 85 per cent of districts. Moreover, folate deficiency which leads to 
Neural Tube Defects (NTDS)are the most common congenital malformation in Indian context with an incidence that 
varies between 0.5-8/1000 births. It is estimated that 50-70% of these birth defects are preventable. 

Food Fortification Logo: FSSAI has also unveiled a Logo for fortified foodswhich may be used by food businesses. This 
Logocomprises of a square encompassing an F with a �Z�=�[ sign with a ring around it which signifies the addition of extra 
nutrition and vitamins to daily meals toprovide good health, protection and an active life. Several food businesses have 
already started using this logo. 

What is food fortification? 

Food fortification or enrichment is the process of adding micronutrients (essential trace elements and vitamins) to 
food. Food fortification is a proven and effective strategy to meet the nutritional needs of a large number of people 
across various sections of the society, including the poor and underprivileged as well as the vulnerable, such as 
pregnant women and young children. 

�ƒ Fortification requires neither changes in existing food patterns, habits nor individual compliance. It is socio-
culturally acceptable and does not alter the characteristics of the food. It can be introduced quickly and can 
produce nutritional benefits for populations in a short period of time. It is safe and cost effective, especially if 
advantage is taken of the existing technology and delivery platforms. 

�ƒ Food fortification reinforces and supports existing nutrition improvement programmes and is part of a broader, 
integrated approach to prevent micronutrient deficiencies, thereby complementing other approaches to improve 
health and nutrition. 
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