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GS I  
Paper 1 Topic: Indian culture will  cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture from 
ancient to modern times. 

Padayani Dance 

Padayani festival was recently celebrated in Kerala. 

Background: 

Padayani was performed by magico-medicine men of Kerala to heal 
the illnesses not amenable to medical modalities of intervention. It 
is believed that it is evolved from a symbolic past reminiscent of 
fencing march of martial art Kalari. Eventually in Kollam, 
Pathanamthitta, Alappuzha and Kottayam districts of Kerala, the Nair 
folk became the performers of the modern form of Padayani art, but the design and 
making of costumes vested with Kaniyar people. 

Unique features: 

�ƒ The dance is performed in honor of Bhadrakaali. 

�ƒ Meaning, a row of warriors, Padayani is an art form that blends music, dance, 
theatre, satire, facial masks, and paintings. 

�ƒ Padayani is unique to central Travancore, comprising the Pathanamthitta district of 
Kerala. 

�ƒ Padayani is regarded as a remnant of the Dravidian forms of worship that existed 
before the advent of Brahmanism. 

�ƒ Kalan Kolam is the major attraction in padayani. This is about a child who is begging 
his life to lord siva while death comes in his 16th birthday. 

�ƒ A major attraction of padayani is the song associated with it. Traditionally only a 
single type of instrument is used to associate the song, thappu. 

Sources: the hindu. 
 

Channakeshava temple  turns  900 

The Channakeshava temple in Belur �v  a masterpiece of Hoysala architecture �v  turned 900 this year. Belur, along with 
Halebid, is proposed as a UNESCO heritage site. 

About the temple: 

The temple, constructed by Vishnuvardhana of the Hoysala dynasty, is a monument 
recognised by the ASI. Considered to be the first temple of Hoysala style, it was built 
between 1106 and 1117. The temple is regarded a marvel of architecture in typical 
Hoysala style. It commemorates the �l�]�v�P�[�• victory in 1104. 

Sources: the hindu. 
 

The Battle of Adyar: distant drum  

History lovers, curious onlookers, veterans and NCC cadets gathered recently in Chennai to commemorate The Battle 
of Adyar, a turning point in modern Indian history. 

About Battle of Adyar: 

The Battle of Adyar took place on 24 October 1746. The battle was between the French East India Company men and 
Nawab of Arcot forces over the St. George Fort, which was held by the French. It was part of the First Carnatic War 
between the English and the French. 

About the festival: 

Padayani is a traditional folk dance and a 
ritual art from the central portion of the 
Indian state of Kerala. A ceremonial 
dance involving masks, it is an ancient 
ritual performed in Bhagavati temples. 
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Paper 1 Topic: The Freedom Struggle �� its various stages and important contributors /contributions  from 
different parts of the country. 

Modi to honour 16 Odisha fam ilies linked to 1817 revolt  

Descendants of 16 families associated with a little-known but bloody rebellion against British colonialism, called the 
Paika rebellion of 1817 will be felicitated by the Prime Minister. 

About Paika rebellion: 

Two-hundred years ago in 1817, a valiant uprising of soldiers led by Buxi 
Jagabandhu (Bidyadhar Mohapatra) took place in Khurda of Odisha. This is known 
as Paika rebellion. 

Reason for the revolt: 

The Paikas were the traditional land-owning militia of Odisha and served as 
warriors. When armies of the East India Company overran most of Odisha in 1803, 
the Raja of Khurda lost his primacy and the power and prestige of the Paikas went 
on a decline. The British were not comfortable with these aggressive, warlike new 
subjects and set up a commission under Walter Ewer to look into the issue. 

�ƒ The commission recommended that the hereditary rent-free lands granted to 
the Paikas be taken over by the British administration and this 
recommendation was zealously adhered to. They revolted against the British. 

�ƒ However, the rebellion had several other underlying causes �t like the rise in the price of salt, abolition of the 
cowrie currency for payment of taxes and an overtly extortionist land revenue policy. 

�ƒ Although initially the Company struggled to respond they managed to put down the rebellion by May 1817. Many 
of the Paik leaders were hung or deported. Jagabandhu surrendered in 1825. 

Sources: the hindu. 
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National Lok Adalat settles over 6 lakh cases in one day  

The Second National Lok Adalat for 2017, conducted on April 8, 
through out the country from taluk level courts to High Courts, has 
settled nearly 6.6 lakh cases. 

�ƒ Out of this, 3.68 lakh cases have been reduced from court 
pendency and about 2.92 lakh cases were settled even before 
they could be filed in courts. 

�ƒ The cases ranged from matrimonial disputes, partition suits, civil 
matters, cheque bounce cases, motor accident claims, revenue 
disputes pending in courts, criminal compoundable cases and 
service matters pertaining to pension, retrial benefits, etc. 

How they operate? 

Lok Adalat is a non-adversarial system, whereby mock courts 
(called Lok Adalats) are held by the State Authority, District 
Authority, Supreme Court Legal Services Committee, High Court 
Legal Services Committee, or Taluk Legal Services Committee. 

�ƒ They are held periodically for exercising such jurisdiction as 
they determine. 

�ƒ These are usually presided over by retired judges, social 
activists, or other members of the legal profession. 

�ƒ The Lok Adalat shall not decide the matter so referred at its 
own instance, instead the same would be decided on the 
basis of the compromise or settlement between the parties. 

�ƒ The members shall assist the parties in an independent and impartial manner in their attempt to reach amicable 
settlement of their dispute. 

Their Ambit: 

The Lok Adalats can deal with all Civil Cases, Matrimonial Disputes, Land Disputes, Partition/Property Disputes, Labour 
Disputes etc., and compoundable criminal Cases. 

Key facts: 

�ƒ Lok Adalats have been given statutory status under the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987. 

�ƒ Under the said Act, the award (decision) made by the Lok Adalats is deemed to be a decree of a civil court and 
is final and binding on all parties and no appeal against such an award lies before any court of law. 

�ƒ If the parties are not satisfied with the award of the Lok Adalat though there is no provision for an appeal against 
such an award, but they are free to initiate litigation by approaching the court of appropriate jurisdiction by filing 
a case by following the required procedure, in exercise of their right to litigate. 

�ƒ There is no court fee payable when a matter is filed in a Lok Adalat. If a matter pending in the court of law is 
referred to the Lok Adalat and is settled subsequently, the court fee originally paid in the court on the 
complaints/petition is also refunded back to the parties. 

�ƒ The persons deciding the cases in the Lok Adalats are called the Members of the Lok Adalats, they have the role 
of statutory conciliators only and do not have any judicial role; therefore they can only persuade the parties to 
come to a conclusion for settling the dispute outside the court in the Lok Adalat and shall not pressurize or coerce 
any of the parties to compromise or settle cases or matters either directly or indirectly. 

�ƒ The disputing parties plead their case themselves in Lok Adalats. No advocate or pleader is allowed, even 
witnesses are not examined. 

Sources: the hindu. 
 

What is Lok Adalat? 

NALSA along with other Legal Services 
Institutions conducts Lok Adalats. Lok 
Adalat is one of the alternative dispute 
redressal mechanisms, it is a forum where 
disputes/cases pending in the court of law 
or at pre-litigation stage are settled/ 
compromised amicably. 
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MoU Signed Between NSFDC & Development Commissioner (Handlooms)  

National Scheduled Castes Finance and Development Corporation (NSFDC) under Ministry of Social Justice and 
Empowerment and Development Commissioner (Handlooms) under Ministry of Textiles have signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU). 

�ƒ The objective of signing this MoU is to help Scheduled Caste weavers and their families by promoting production 
and marketing of high value quality Handlooms products at Block level Cluster in various States like Gujarat, 
Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Odisha etc. 

Key facts: 

�ƒ Asper the MoU, signing parties shall popularize the schemes 
of DC (Handlooms) amongst the SC weavers through 
Awareness Programmes and advertisements in 
electronic/print media in SC weavers concentrated areas. 

�ƒ They shall collaborate for capacity building including skill 
upgradation and economic development of SC weavers and 
their families for achieving the desired outcome. 

�ƒ Exhibitions/Fairs shall be organized by both the parties for 
providing marketing assistance to SC weavers for enhancing 
their earnings. 

�ƒ Both the parties shall also organize relevant skill 
development programmes for up-gradation of skills of the scheduled caste weavers in clusters and also for 
sharing knowledge and experience. 

�ƒ This endeavour shall enable scheduled caste weavers to sharpen their skills for production and marketing of high 
value quality handloom products and better marketing linkages and therefore to have more income. 

Background: 

Handlooms Sector is a part of Textile Industry, the second largest economic activity after agriculture. There are around 
44 lakh Handloom weavers in the country out of which 3.90 lakh are Scheduled Caste Weavers. Under the cluster 
approach, new strategy for promoting production and marketing of high value quality handloom products shall be 
adopted to ensure more earnings of the Scheduled Caste Handloom Weavers. 

About NSFDC: 

National Scheduled Castes Finance and Development Corporation (NSFDC) was set up in 1989 as a non profit company 
under Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, Government of India for financing, facilitating and mobilizing funds 
for the economic empowerment of persons belonging to the Scheduled Castes families living below double the Poverty 
Line. 

Sources: pib. 
 

Regulatory  body  issues new ad norms  for  celebrities  

Advertising Standards Council of India (ASCI), the ad �]�v���µ�•�š�Œ�Ç�[�• self-regulatory body, has 
released a set of guidelines for celebrity endorsements that bring personalities, including 
doctors, authors, activists and educationists, into the celebrity category. 

�ƒ The guidelines aim to clamp down on random or exaggerated claims made by 
celebrity advertising. 

�ƒ The objective of this move is to protect consumer interest while encouraging celebrities and advertisers to 
refrain from endorsing misleading advertisements, especially of products or services which can cause serious 
financial loss or physical harm. 
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Background: 

Celebrities have a strong influence on consumers and are guided by 
the choices they make or endorse. �/�š�[�• important that both celebrities 
and advertisers are aware of the impact and power of advertising and 
therefore make responsible claims to promote products or services 

Important guidelines: 

�ƒ From now on, celebrities will be held responsible for the claims 
made in ads in which they appear. 

�ƒ Celebrities must do due diligence and ensure that the claims 
made in their endorsements are not misleading. 

�ƒ The council puts the onus on the advertiser and the advertising 
agency to ensure that celebrity brand endorsers are aware of 
ASCI codes. 

�ƒ Celebrities are also banned from endorsing �^���v�Ç advertisement 
of a product or treatment or remedy that is prohibited for 
�����À���Œ�š�]�•�]�v�P�_ under the Drugs & Magic Remedies (Objectionable 
Advertisements) Act and the Drugs & Cosmetic �����š�_�X 

�ƒ Celebrities are also banned from appearing in any ad in which �^�� product which by law requires a health warning 
is injurious to �Z�����o�š�Z�_ on its packaging or advertisement. 

�ƒ If a celebrity seeks advice directly or through the agency from ASCI on whether the advertisement potentially 
violates any provisions of the ASCI code or not, then the he would be �^���}�v�•�]�����Œ���� as having completed due 
���]�o�]�P���v�����_�X However, ���^���/�[�• Advertising Advice will not be construed as pre-clearance of the Advertisement. 

Significance of this move: 

Celebrities have been deployed by marketers to add credibility to their brand offering. These celebrities, however, 
have a huge responsibility to ensure that the products they endorse or feature in, are true to the claims made in those 
advertising messages. The guidelines will help in ensuring that claims made in advertising are not misleading, false or 
go unsubstantiated 

Sources: the hindu. 
 

31st  Meeting  of the Central  Consumer Protection  Council  

Shri Ram Vilas Paswan, Union Minister of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution, chaired the 31st Meeting of 
the Central Consumer Protection Council held recently. 

�ƒ The topics discussed in the meeting included the points put forth by the Members on challenges in combating 
adulteration, strengthening the enforcement machinery and testing Infrastructure, training and capacity Building 
of all stakeholders. 

Consumer Protection Councils:           

The Consumer Protection Act postulates establishment of Consumer Protection Councils at the Central and State levels 
for the purpose of spreading consumer awareness. The objects of the Councils, as per the Act, shall be to promote and 
protect the rights of the consumers such as: 

�ƒ The right to be protected against the marketing of goods and services which are hazardous to life and property. 

�ƒ The right to be informed about the quality, quantity, potency, purity, standard and price of goods or services, as 
the case may be so as to protect the consumer against unfair trade practices. 

�ƒ The right to be assured, wherever possible, access to a variety of goods and services at competitive prices. 

�ƒ The right to be heard and to be assured that ���}�v�•�µ�u���Œ�[�• interests will receive due consideration at appropriate 
forums. 

About ASCI: 

The Advertising Standards Council of India 
(ASCI), established in 1985, is committed to 
the cause of Self-Regulation in Advertising, 
ensuring the protection of the interests of 
consumers. 

�ƒ ASCI was formed with the support of 
all four sectors connected with 
Advertising �v  Advertisers, Advertising 
Agencies, Media (including 
Broadcasters and the Press) and 
others like PR Agencies and Market 
Research Companies. 

�ƒ ASCI is not a Government body, nor 
does it formulate rules for the public 
or for the relevant industries. 
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�ƒ The right to seek redressal against unfair trade practices or restrictive trade practices or unscrupulous 
exploitation of consumers. 

�ƒ The right to consumer education. 

Central Consumer Protection Council: 

The Consumer Protection Act empowers the Central Government to establish a Central Consumer Protection Council 
consisting of the Minister in charge of consumer affairs in the Central Government as its Chairman and such number 
of other official and non-official members representing such interests as may be prescribed. 

�ƒ Under the Consumer Protection Council Rules 1987, the membership of the Council is restricted to 150 members 
including the Central Minister in charge of Consumer Affairs as the Chairman. The term of the Council is three 
years. 

�ƒ To monitor the implementation of the recommendations of the Council, the Central Government may constitute 
a standing working group from amongst the members of the council under the Chairmanship of the Member 
Secretary of the Council. 

�ƒ The Council shall meet as and when necessary, but at least one meeting of the Council shall be held at such time 
and place as the Chairman may think fit. 

Sources: pib. 
 

Met dept.  expects a �î�•�‘�”�•�ƒ�Ž�ï monsoon  

In its first official forecast of the season, the IMD expects India to have 
normal monsoons this year. 

Key facts: 

�ƒ Rains are likely to be 96% of the 50-year average of 89cm for the 
monsoon season of June to September. They are expected to fan 
out favourably and �^�Z���o�‰ ���P�Œ�]���µ�o�š�µ�Œ���X�_ This estimate falls at the 
bottom edge of what it considers �Z�v�}�Œ�u���o�[ monsoon rains. 
However, due to the looming threat of El Nino and adoption of 
new weather model, the IMD says there is significant element of 
uncertainty in this forecast. 

�ƒ The El Nino �v  characterised by surface waters of the equatorial 
Pacific warming up more than half a degree �v  is known to dry 
up monsoon rains every six out of 10 years. This year, 
international weather models as well as the �/�D���[�• own 
dynamical global climate forecasting system model indicate that 
El Nino conditions might set in during the �^�o��tter part of the 
�u�}�v�•�}�}�v�X�_ 

�ƒ Another climate phenomenon, called the Indian Ocean Dipole 
(IOD), which refers to a swing in the sea surface temperatures in the western and eastern Indian oceans, is also 
known to influence the Indian monsoon. A �Z�‰�}�•�]�š�]�À���[ IOD can counter an ominous El Nino. In its assessment, the 
IMD expects �^�Á�����l positive �/�K���_ to develop in the latter half of the monsoon, which means that �]�š�[�• unlikely to 
be a potent ally this year. 

Background: 

India saw drought years in 2014 and 2015. As for 2016, it received 3% less than the 89 cm average, despite an IMD 
forecast of �Z�����}�À�� �v�}�Œ�u���o�[ rains. 

Given the deficient pre-monsoon rains over large parts of Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Kerala, good rains are essential 
this year to trap enough soil moisture for a healthy kharif crop, which is vital to keep inflation down and rural 
consumption up. 

Sources: pib. 
 

About IMD: 

The India Meteorological Department (IMD), 
also referred to as the Met Department, is an 
agency of the Ministry of Earth Sciences of the 
Government of India. 

�ƒ It is the principal agency responsible for 
meteorological observations, weather 
forecasting and seismology. 

�ƒ IMD is also one of the six Regional 
Specialised Meteorological Centres of 
the World Meteorological Organization. 

�ƒ It has the responsibility for forecasting, 
naming and distribution of warnings for 
tropical cyclones in the Northern Indian 
Ocean region, including the Malacca 
Straits, the Bay of Bengal, the Arabian 
Sea and the Persian Gulf. 
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Centre mulls  nodal  body for  transport  

The Union government is planning to establish a single unified transport ministry by merging the Ministries of 
Aviation, Railways, Surface Transport and Shipping so as to ensure greater ease of doing business and boost �/�v���]���[�• 
trade. In this regard, inter-ministerial discussions have already started discussions for establishing a �ZLogistics and 
Integrated Transport Board�[ as a nodal body at the central level for all transport-related matters across modes. 

Key facts: 

�ƒ The Board is likely to be chaired by a Union Cabinet Minister or a Secretary to Government of India. 

�ƒ It will include top officials from other Ministries concerned such as Finance, Commerce & Industry, External Affairs 
and Home, as well as senior representatives from the Indian industry and legal experts, especially to address 
competition aspects. 

�ƒ The aim, however, is to gradually set up a single unified transport ministry by merging the ministries of Aviation, 
Railways, Surface Transport and Shipping to ensure greater ease of doing business and boost �/�v���]���[�• internal and 
external trade. It is also in line with the NDA �P�}�À���Œ�v�u���v�š�[�• slogan of �Z�u�]�v�]�u�µ�u government and maximum 
�P�}�À���Œ�v���v�����[�X 

Need for a single ministry: 

Nearly all of the 100 largest economies, all of the OECD countries, and all of �/�v���]���[�• emerging market �Z�‰�����Œ�•�U�[ the BRICS 
countries, have a Ministry of Transport or similar integrated equivalent rather than the collection of mode-specific 
ministries found in India. Some of these consolidated national agencies are also combined with the Ministry (or 
equivalent) of communication, a categorisation reminiscent of �/�v���]���[�• early post-independence structure. 

In this regard, the National Transport Development Policy Committee, chaired by Rakesh Mohan had recommended 
setting up of a single unified ministry with a clear mandate to deliver a multi-modal transport system that contributes 
to the ���}�µ�v�š�Œ�Ç�[�• larger development goals including economic growth, expansion of employment, geographic 
expansion of opportunities, environmental sustainability, and energy security. 

Sources: the hindu. 
 

The Paths We Walk  

A Documentary Photo exhibition called � T̂he Paths We Walk�_ was 
recently inaugurated in New Delhi. 

Key facts: 

�ƒ The exhibition has been organized by the National Trust under 
Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment in collaboration 
with Society for Child Development. 

�ƒ The Documentary photo exhibition is intended to tackle 
negative myths of disability and employment of persons with 
Autism, Cerebral Palsy, Intellectual Disability and Multiple 
Disabilities. 

�ƒ The photo exhibition is just a glimpse of the vast capabilities of 
persons with Disabilities. It has been a joint collaborative effort 
of NGOs working for the welfare of persons with disabilities. 

�ƒ The month of April is celebrated across the World as the World 
Autism Awareness Month. The National Trust has been 
organizing conferences and events during the months to create awareness and celebrate diversity. 

Sources: pib. 
 

About National Trust: 

The National Trust is a statutory body under 
the Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment, 
Government of India and set up under the 
National Trust for the Welfare of Persons with 
Autism, Cerebral Palsy, Mental Retardation & 
Multiple Disabilities Act. 

Objectives: 

�ƒ To ensure people with disabilities lead 
independent life with dignity. 

�ƒ To support & strengthen NGOs & other 
service providers. 

�ƒ To appoint legal guardian to take care of 
the need of people with disabilities. 
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The judgment goes against the very logic of the �P�}�À���Œ�v�u���v�š�[�• argument that appointment of Lokpal Chairperson and 
members is not currently possible, and would have to wait till  the 2013 Act is amended to replace the LoP with the 
single largest Opposition party leader. 

Highlights of the Lokpal Act of 2013: 

�ƒ The Act allows setting up of anti-corruption ombudsman called Lokpal at the Centre and Lokayukta at the State-
level. 

�ƒ The Lokpal will consist of a chairperson and a maximum of eight members. 

�ƒ The Lokpal will cover all categories of public servants, including the Prime Minister. But the armed forces do not 
come under the ambit of Lokpal. 

�ƒ The Act also incorporates provisions for attachment and confiscation of property acquired by corrupt means, 
even while the prosecution is pending. 

�ƒ The States will have to institute Lokayukta within one year of the commencement of the Act. 

�ƒ The Act also ensures that public servants who act as whistleblowers are protected. 

Powers: 

�ƒ The Lokpal will have the power of superintendence and direction over any investigation agency including CBI for 
cases referred to them by the ombudsman. 

�ƒ As per the Act, the Lokpal can summon or question any public servant if there exists a prima facie case against 
the person, even before an investigation agency (such as vigilance or CBI) has begun the probe. Any officer of the 
CBI investigating a case referred to it by the Lokpal, shall not be transferred without the approval of the Lokpal. 

�ƒ An investigation must be completed within six months. However, the Lokpal or Lokayukta may allow extensions 
of six months at a time provided the reasons for the need of such extensions are given in writing. 

�ƒ Special courts will be instituted to conduct trials on cases referred by Lokpal. 
Sources: the hindu. 

 

Paper 2 Topic: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising 
out of their design and it. 

Cabinet approves  the fixation  of Nutrient -Based Subsidy (NBS) rates  

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has approved the Fixation of Nutrient Based Subsidy (NBS) rates 
for Phosphatic and Potassic (P&K) fertilizers for the year 2017-18. 

�ƒ As compared to 2016-17, the subsidy for the period 2017-18 has decreased from Rs. 13.241/kg to 11.997/kg 
(decrease of Rs. 1.244/kg) for P, from Rs. 15.470/kg to 12.395/kg (decrease of Rs. 3,075/kg) for K whereas the 
subsidy of N has increased from Rs. 15.854/kg to 18.989/kg (an increase of Rs. 3.135/kg) and of S from Rs. 
2.044/kg to 2.240/kg (an increase of Rs. 0.196/kg). 

About NBS Policy: 

Government has been implementing Nutrient Based Subsidy (NBS) Policy for decontrolled P&K fertilizers. 

�ƒ Under this policy, the subsidy on Phosphatic and Potassic (P&K) fertilizers is announced by the Government on 
annual basis for each nutrient i.e., Nitrogen (N), Phosphorous (P), Potash (K) and Sulphur (S) on per kg 
basis which is converted into subsidy per tonne depending upon the nutrient content in each grade of the 
fertilizers. 

�ƒ These rates are determined taking into account the international and domestic prices of P&K fertilizers, 
exchange rate, inventory level in the country etc. 

�ƒ The fertiliser manufacturers and marketers are free to fix the maximum retail price at reasonable rates under 
NBS. 
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Sources: pib. 
 

Govt withdraws subsidy to mild hybrids cars  

The government has withdrawn incentives given to mild hybrid vehicles under FAME India scheme. 

What is a mild hybrid vehicle? 

A mild hybrid vehicle has an electric motor, 
which on its own cannot run a vehicle 
but assists normal engine by using 
recovered energy stored in a battery and 
helps save fuel. 

How mild hybrid vehicles operate? 

Mild hybrid technology is different from 
plug-in or conventional hybrid vehicles. 
Mild hybrid vehicles use the energy 
generated while applying the brakes and 
turns it into electric energy that is then 
stored in a battery. This energy can then be 
used to turn the starter motor when the �����Œ�[�• 
start stop system needs it. 

In most cases, a mild hybrid will turn its 
engine off when at idle or when it comes to 
a halt at a traffic signal for instance. Research shows that mild-hybrids are only 7-15% more fuel efficient as compared 
to conventional hybrid systems that can run on pure electric power for short distances too. 

FAME India scheme: 

With an aim to promote eco-friendly vehicles, the government had launched the FAME India scheme in 2015 offering 
incentives on electric and hybrid vehicles of up to Rs 29,000 for bikes and Rs 1.38 lakh for cars. 

�x FAME India �t Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of Hybrid and Electric vehicles in India �t is a part of 
the National Electric Mobility  Mission Plan. The scheme envisages Rs 795 crore support in the first two fiscals 
starting with the current year. 

�x It is being administered by the Heavy Industries Ministry. 
Sources: the hindu. 

 

No of beneficiaries under Ujjwala Yojana crosses 2 cr mark    

The number of beneficiaries of PM Ujjwala Yojana for providing LPG connections to BPL households has crossed 2 
crore mark in less than a year. 

Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana: 

Under the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana, Rs.8,000 
crore has been earmarked for providing 50 million LPG 
(liquefied petroleum gas) connections to poor 
households. 

�ƒ Under the scheme, an adult woman member of a 
below poverty line family identified through the 
Socio-Economic Caste Census (SECC) is given a 
deposit-free LPG connection with financial 
assistance of Rs 1,600 per connection by the 
Centre. 
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�ƒ Eligible households will be identified in consultation with state governments and Union territories. 

�ƒ The scheme is being implemented by the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas. 
Sources: the hindu. 

 

Cabinet approves  closure  of Mahatma  Gandhi Pravasi  Suraksha Yojana  

The Union Cabinet has approved closure of the 
Mahatma Gandhi Pravasi Suraksha Yojana (MGPSY) 
which was set up in 2012 to address the social security-
related issues of the Emigration Check Required 
(ECR)-category workers going abroad for employment 
to ECR countries. 

Why? 

The subscription under the MGPSY was very low and no new subscription was received for more than a year. Closure 
of the scheme will, therefore, obviate the avoidable recurring administrative and record-keeping expenditure. 

About the scheme: 

Mahatma Gandhi Pravasi Suraksha Yojana is a special social security scheme which includes Pension and Life 
Insurance, introduced by Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs for the overseas Indian workers in possession of 
Emigration Check Required (ECR) passports. 

�ƒ It is a voluntary scheme designed to help workers to meet their three financial needs: saving for retirement, 
saving for their return and resettlement, and providing free life insurance offering coverage for death from natural 
causes. 

Sources: pib. 
 

Two-child norm tied to jobs in Assam  

The Assam government has released the new draft population policy. 

Highlights of the policy: 

�ƒ The policy suggests denial of government jobs to people with more than two children. Any person getting a job 
after meeting this condition would have to maintain it till  end of his service. 

�ƒ For employment generation schemes like grant of tractors, houses and for other government benefits, this two-
children norm will be applicable. Besides, all elections such as panchayats, municipal bodies and autonomous 
councils held under the State Election Commission will  also have this norm for candidates. 

�ƒ The policy also aims to make education up to university level free for all girls. This includes facilities like fees, 
transportation, books and mess dues in hostels. This step is likely to arrest the school dropout rate. 

�ƒ The proposed population policy also seeks to debate on increasing the legal age of marriage from 18 for girls 
and 21 for boys. If anybody had child marriage then he would be ineligible for government job. 

�ƒ The policy would also seek stringent laws to prevent violence and sexual abuse of women. 

�ƒ Besides, a proposal for providing incentives is included for poor persons, who take care of their elderly parents. 
The policy will also care for the adolescents. 

�ƒ The policy proposes to set up a State Population Council and a State Population Research Centre. 
Sources: the hindu. 

 

Motor  Vehicle Amendment  Bill  passed by Lok Sabha 

The Lok Sabha has passed the Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill, 2016. The Bill amends the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988 
to address issues such as third party insurance, regulation of taxi aggregators, and road safety. 
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What is the Bill all about? 

Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill authorises the government to exempt or waive off any section to promote 
innovation. The provisions of the Bill talk about improved citizen centric services, reducing the number of accidents 
and several steps proposed to reduce the footfalls to regional transport offices (RTO). 

The bill proposes hefty penalties for various traffic offences, three-year jail term for parents of minors caught driving 
and causing fatal accidents, and a ten-fold increase in compensation for the families of accident victims, among other 
things. 

Highlights of the Bill: 

�ƒ The Bill caps the maximum liability for third party insurance in case of a motor accident at Rs 10 lakh in case of 
death and at five lakh rupees in case of grievous injury. 

�ƒ The Bill provides for a Motor Vehicle Accident Fund which would provide compulsory insurance cover to all road 
users in India for certain types of accidents. 

�ƒ The Bill defines taxi aggregators, guidelines for which will be determined by the central government. 

�ƒ The Bill also provides for: (i) amending the existing categories of driver licensing, (ii) recall of vehicles in case of 
defects, (iii) protection of good samaritans from any civil or criminal action, and (iv) increase of penalties for 
several offences under the 1988 Act. 

�ƒ Improving delivery of services to the stakeholders using e-Governance is one of the major focuses of this Bill. This 
include enabling online learning licenses, increasing validity period for driving licenses, doing away with the 
requirements of educational qualifications for transport licenses are some of the features. 

�ƒ The Bill caps the maximum liability for third party insurance, but does not cap the compensation amount that 
courts can award. In cases where courts award compensation higher than the maximum liability amount, it is 
unclear who will pay the remaining amount. 

�ƒ Under the Act, compensation for hit and run victims comes from a Solatium Fund. 

�ƒ State governments will issue licenses to taxi aggregators as per central government guidelines. Currently, state 
governments determine guidelines for plying of taxis.  There could be cases where state taxi guidelines are at 
variance with the central guidelines on aggregators. 

Sources: the hindu. 
 

New Taxi Policy Guidelines  

The safety measures, recommended by the Ministry of Women and Child Development, concerning safety of women 
commuters availing of cab services have been included in the new Taxi Policy Guidelines. 

�ƒ These measures were recommended by the WCD Minister, Smt Maneka Sanjay Gandhi to the Ministry of Road 
Transport and Highways and Shipping (MoRTH). 

Recommendations of WCD Ministry included in the New Taxi Policy Guidelines: 

�ƒ The taxis should be mandatorily fitted  with GPS panic devices. 

�ƒ For the safety of women and child passengers, the central locking system in the taxis should not be allowed. 

�ƒ The ���Œ�]�À���Œ�[�• identification along with the photo and registration number of the vehicle should also be 
prominently displayed in the taxi. 

�ƒ Violation of the stipulated rules by the taxi operators/drivers should be strictly dealt in accordance with law. 

�ƒ Sharing of seat should be subject to willingness of passengers. 
Sources: pib. 
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Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY)  

Loans extended under the Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY) during 2016-17 have crossed the target of Rs. 
1,80,000 crore for 2016-17. 

Key facts: 

�ƒ Sanctions currently stand at Rs. 1,80,087 
crore with final data still awaited from some 
of the smaller non-banking lenders. 

�ƒ Of this amount, Rs. 1,23,000 crore was lent 
by banks while non-banking institutions lent 
about Rs. 57,000 crore. 

�ƒ Data compiled so far indicates that the 
number of borrowers this year were over 4 
crore, of which over 70% were women 
borrowers. 

�ƒ About 20% of the borrowers were from the Scheduled Caste Category, 5% from the Scheduled Tribe Category, 
while Other Backward Classes accounted for almost 35% of the borrowers. 

Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana (PMMY) scheme: 

The PMMY Scheme was launched in April, 2015. The �•���Z���u���[�• objective is to refinance collateral-free loans given by the lenders 
to small borrowers. 

�ƒ The scheme, which has a corpus of Rs 20,000 crore, can lend betweenRs 50,000 and Rs 10 lakh to small entrepreneurs. 

�ƒ Banks and MFIs can draw refinance under the MUDRA Scheme after becoming member-lending institutions of MUDRA. 

�ƒ Mudra Loans are available for non-agricultural activities upto Rs. 10 lakh and activities allied to agriculture such as Dairy, 
Poultry, Bee Keeping etc, are also covered. 

�ƒ �D�µ���Œ���[�• unique features include a Mudra Card which permits access to Working Capital through ATMs and Card Machines. 

There are three types of loans under PMMY: 

�ƒ Shishu (up to Rs.50,000). 

�ƒ Kishore (from Rs.50,001 to Rs.5 lakh). 

�ƒ Tarun (from Rs.500,001 to Rs.10,00,000). 
Sources: pib. 

 

Labour code to provide social security cover to all workers  

Small entrepreneurs have raised some concerns over the 
�P�}�À���Œ�v�u���v�š�[�• proposal to provide social security coverage to its 
entire workforce. 

�ƒ Small entrepreneurs feel that they may have to bear a little 
bit of financial burden due to contribution (towards social 
security schemes). 

Background: 

The Centre had last month proposed a labour code on social 
security which will provide social security cover to the entire 
workforce in the country, including self-employed and 
agricultural workers. 
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The Constitution Amendment Bill is for: 

�ƒ Constitution of a Commission under Article 
338B for socially and educationally backward 
classes by name of National Commission for 
Backward Classes. 

�ƒ Insertion of Clause (26C) under Article 366 with 
modified definition viz. �^�•�}���]���o�o�Ç and 
educationally backward ���o���•�•���•�_ means such 
backward classes as are so deemed under Article 
342A for the purpose, this Constitution. 

NCBC repeal Bill is for: 

�ƒ Repeal of the National Commission for 
Backward Classes Act, 1993 along with Savings 
Clause for namely the National Commission for 
Backward Classes (Repeal) Bill, 2017. 

�ƒ Dissolution of the National Commission for Backward Classes with effect from such date as the Central 
Government may appoint in this behalf and the National Commission for Backward Classes constituted under 
sub-section (1) of Section 3 of the said Act shall stand dissolved. 

Key facts: 

�ƒ The proposed Act of repeal is necessary in view of setting up of the National Commission for Backward Classes 
by insertion of Article 338B of the Constitution. 

�ƒ The decision will also enable effecting continuity in the functioning of the National Commission for Backward 
Classes under Article 338B. 

Sources: pib. 
 

The Government  decides to do away with  beacons for  all  categories  of vehicles  

With a view to strengthening healthy democratic values in the country, the Central Government has decided to do 
away with beacons of all kinds atop all categories of vehicles in the country. States are also being stripped of their 
power to specify persons whose vehicles can use blue flashing lights. 

Background: 

Amendments in this regard will be made in the Central Motor 
Vehicles Rules of 1989. A specific clause in Rule 108 of the 1989 
regulations, which empowers the Centre and the States to 
designate some dignitaries as entitled to red lights on top of their 
vehicles, is being abolished. Its abolition would mean that neither 
the Centre nor the States would have any dignitary that 
governments can nominate for the usage of red beacons.   

What necessitated this move? 

Beacons on vehicles are perceived symbols of VIP Culture, and the government believes they have no place in a 
democratic country. 

Exceptions: 

Beacons, however, will be allowed on vehicles concerned with emergency and relief services, ambulance, fire service 
etc. 

Sources: the hindu. 
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